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1) INTRODUCTION 
a) You cannot live the Christian life apart from faith. 

i) The Bible says we live by faith. 
ii) Matthew 9:29 
iii) Hebrews 11:6 

b) Not only do we need to possess faith, we need a faith that possesses us. 
c) What happens when faith seems to fail? 
d) Sometimes we pray for specific things, and just the opposite happens. 

i) We try to believe. 
ii) We try to trust. 
iii) And yet, faith seems to fail. 
iv) Times come when the answer does not come exactly as we think that it 

ought. 
v) Sometimes trials, temptations, tribulations, heartaches, tears and fears 

come and faith does not seen to remove them. 
e) Hebrews 11 was written because there were some who were ready to throw 

in the towel. 
i) They had been serving the Lord through great persecution. 
ii) Hebrews 10:36 

(1) We need to learn to endure. 
f) Hebrews 11:32-39 

i) Some escaped by faith. 
ii) Some endured by faith. 

g) Some Christians have faith in the good times, but let some crisis come and 
they quit. 
i) They have an immature faith; a superstitious faith. 

 
2) MATURE FAITH BELIEVES IN THE SUPERNATURAL POWER OF GOD 

a) If God does not do it, it is not because He cannot. 
b) Hebrews 11:32-35 

i) All of these are stories of supernatural deliverance. 
ii) Danial in the lion’s den 

(1) They told Daniel not to pray or they would throw him in the lion’s den. 
(2) He prayed anyway and they threw him in the lion’s den and God shut 

the mouths of the lions. 
iii) Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego 

(1) They were told to bow to a pagan idol or they would be tossed into a 
fiery furnace. 

(2) When they refused to bow down, they were tossed into the fiery 
furnace. 
(a) They would not bow, they would not budge but they would not 

burn. 
(3) When the king looked in, he saw four men standing in the fire and said, 

“The fourth is like the Son of God.” 
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(a) Daniel 3:27 
iv) David 

(1) David slew Goliath 
(2) Everyone was afraid of Goliath, except for David. 
(3) 1 Samuel 16:12 
(4) When others thought Goliath was too big to hit; David thought he was 

too big to miss. 
(a) Others thought, “Look how much bigger Goliath is than we are.” 
(b) David thought, “Look how much smaller Goliath is than God is.” 
(c) God gave David the victory over the giant. 

v) Simon Peter 
(1) He was cast into prison by wicked king Herod. 
(2) An angel comes and breaks him out of the jail. 
(3) Peter has more trouble getting into a prayer meeting than he did 

getting out of jail. 
c) Anyone who has walked with Jesus for a time, has a story where God 

miraculously, supernaturally, inexplicably worked in your heart and life in a 
way that cannot be explained apart from God. 
i) Mature faith believes in the supernatural power of God. 
ii) Do not ever say that there is something that God cannot do. 

(1) God can do anything, but fail. 
 
3) MATURE FAITH BOWS TO THE SOVEREIGN PURPOSES OF GOD 

a) Sometimes God’s ways are mysterious, but that does not mean they are 
weak. 

b) We love exciting victories, but sometimes they don’t come. 
i) Zechariah the prophet was stoned to death. 
ii) Stephen was stoned to death. 
iii) Isaiah was sawn asunder; placed in a hollow tree by king Manasseh and 

cut in half. 
iv) Early Christians were often made fun of and tortured for sport. 

(1) Some were dressed in animal skins and sent out to be hunted by dogs. 
(2) Some were fed to lions in the Coliseum or the Circus Maximus. 
(3) These early Christians sealed their faith with their lives. 

v) The Book of Martyr’s 
(1) Christians were sown in bags with poisonous snakes. 
(2) Christians would be bound on beaches at low tide and would slowly 

drown as the tide came in. 
vi) Warren Weirsby said, “You had better not try to get your theology from 

circumstances. If you do, you will come to the conclusion that God does 
not love you.” 
(1) John 11:5 

(a) Jesus loves Martha, her sister and Lazarus. 
(2) Lazarus gets sick and dies. 
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(3) John 11:14 
(a) Jesus said He was glad that Lazarus had died. 

(i) God had a greater plan for Lazarus. 
vii) God has not promised that we will not know difficulty; He has promised 

that we will know ultimate victory. 
viii) Romans 8:35-37 

(1) God does not say that we will never have: tribulation, distress, 
persecution, famine, nakedness, peril or the sword. 

(2) These are not things that only happen to those who do not love the 
Lord. 
(a) These are things that happen to the victorious. 

(3) God has promised never to leave us, nor forsake us, but He has not 
promised that we will never have difficulty. 

ix) John the Baptist 
(1) Jesus said, “Not a greater born of woman.” 

(a) Matthew 11:11 
(2) Yet, John the Baptist went through a time of doubt. 
(3) He was thrown in jail and would soon be killed. 
(4) John wonders, “If Jesus can heal the sick and raise the dead, why can’t 

he get me out of prison?” 
(5) He sent messengers to Jesus to ask Him if He is truly the Christ. 

(a) Matthew 11:2-3 
(6) Never mistake the moment for the man. 
(7) Matthew 11:4-6 

(a) Jesus tells the messengers to tell John, “I can open blind eyes, 
unstop deaf ears, cleanse lepers and raise the dead. If I have not 
taken you out of prison, it is not because I cannot. Do not get 
offended at Me.” 

x) If you have prayed and asked God to do a miracle and He has not done it, 
it is not because He cannot or does not love you. 
(1) “Faith is not receiving from God so much what we want as it is 

accepting from God what He gives or what He allows.” 
xi) You need to have an “if not” clause in your faith. 

(1) Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego 
(a) Daniel 3:16-18 

(i) They said, “Our God is able, and we believe He will, but if He 
does not it is not because He is not able. We will not bow before 
your filthy idol.” 

(ii) They had a subtle faith; they didn’t have to huddle about it 
because their minds were already made up. 

(iii) They had a sure faith; they knew their God was able. 
(iv) They had a steadfast faith; even if He does not, we will not bow 

to your pagan idol. 
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xii) Are you ready to quit just because God does not do the thing that you ask 
Him to do? 
(1) You need to have an “if not” clause in your faith. 
(2) It does not mean that your faith is weak, it means that it is stronger 

than ever. 
xiii) James and Simon Peter 

(1) King Herod put James in prison and then killed him. 
(2) King Herod then put Simon Peter in prison and intended to kill him. 
(3) But God miraculously delivered Simon Peter. 

(a) The jail gates swung open and Peter walked out. 
(4) Was James wrong and Peter right? No! 
(5) Did God love Peter more than He loved James? No! 

(a) God has sovereign purposes in life. 
c) Are you willing to let God be God? 
d) Are you willing to have an “if not” clause in your faith? 
e) Are you willing to dwell among the “and others?” 

i) This does not diminish the supernatural power of God. 
f) We ask for faith to escape, but do we have the faith to endure? 
g) We ask for faith to be healed, but do we have faith not to be healed and still 

serve and praise God? 
i) Job 13:15 
ii) Habakkuk 3:17-18 

 
4) MATURE FAITH IS BASED ON THE SETTLED PROMISES OF GOD 

a) Ever promise of God is “Yea and Amen” in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
b) Hebrews 11:39-40 

i) The “and others” had not yet received the promise. 
ii) God has a wonderful plan and He is working on that plan. 
iii) God’s plan includes the Old Testament saints, the early Christians and all 

of us.  
c) One day, God will bring it all together and will fulfill His promises to them 

and to us. 
i) God cannot lie. 
ii) God cannot fail. 

d) These early Christians had faith, and if they did not have the answer in their 
hand, they had it in their heart. 
i) They based their faith on the steadfast promises of God. 
ii) They had an eye to the future. 

e) Sometimes we expect too much of life and not enough of God. 
i) We measure life by pleasure and money; but when something happens, 

we lose our faith. 
ii) Even the good things of life are going to ultimately fail you. 

(1) Life is fickle. 
(2) We will not find everything we look for in this life. 
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(3) We need to rest on the great, eternal promises of God. 
(a) If you lose all of your money and possessions, remember, that is not 

your greatest treasure. 
(b) If you never become famous, it is what God thinks of you that 

matters. 
(c) If you have a loved one who dies in Jesus, there is a homecoming in 

Heaven. 
f) God has not forgotten His promises. 

i) God gave the land of Israel to Abraham and all his descendants. 
(1) They don’t have it now, but they will. 

ii) Matthew 5:5 
iii) When we pray for our loves ones and they die, was that prayer lost; no, it 

was heard. 
(1) Those in Heaven are whole, we are sick. 

iv) In the average prayer meeting, we pray more for sick saints than we do 
for lost sinners. 

v) We pray to keep saints out of Heaven more than the lost out of Hell. 
vi) John 17:24 

(1) We are the bride and Jesus is the Bridegroom; the Bridegroom wants 
the bride with Him. 

g) Philippians 1:21 
h) Matthew 16:18 
i) The church of the Lord Jesus Christ is not dead and we are not presiding 

over the funeral of the church of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
5) CONCLUSION 

a) Why I follow Christ. 
i) There is no statistical evidence that fewer Christians die of cancer or 

other disease than non-believers. 
(1) Therefore, I will not follow Christ for promised healing. 
(2) I will not deny or dispute evidence of restoration of health. 
(3) I will rejoice in the recovery of those from certain death. 
(4) I will continue to pray for the healing of others. 

ii) There is no evidence that Christians escape disaster and accident more 
than non-believers. 
(1) Christians are equally affected by natural disasters. 
(2) A bullet does not detour around the body of a believer. 
(3) Therefore, I will not follow Christ for promised protection from 

disaster. 
(4) I will not scoff at amazing survivals. 
(5) I recognize that God’s will has and continues to be at work. 
(6) I will pray for protection from wicked men and tragedy. 

iii) There is no evidence that Christians are especially favored with 
prosperity. 
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(1) The rich often oppress the poor. 
(2) Justice in this world is rarely perfect. 
(3) Psalm 37:25 
(4) We all know people with integrity who have not prospered. 
(5) Therefore, I will not follow Christ for promised freedom from physical 

want or hope of affluence. 
iv) There is no evidence that Christians have stronger personalities or fewer 

neurosis than non-believers. 
(1) There is no bitterness like that of religious bitterness. 
(2) Christians suffer under emotional and mental disabilities. 
(3) There is no doubt that the Christians attitude and actions will be 

improved by his Christianity. 
(4) But I will not follow Christ for any promise of personality 

enhancement or perfection. 
v) Why then follow Christ? 

(1) In Jesus we behold the face of God. 
(a) He is the everlasting truth; God in human flesh. 
(b) In His life, death and resurrection I am reconciled to God. 
(c) He has all power and goodness and we can trust Him in His 

promises. 
(d) He is the one certain thing in an uncertain world. 
(e) He is to be worshipped, not so that something will happen to me. 

(i) Something already has: God, through Christ, has reconciled the 
world to Himself; He saves us. 

(ii) He is our justification. 
(2) We offer our lives to God, not to be healthy, wealthy and wise or to 

gain strength to do things for Him; but because He alone can claim us. 
vi) God is not a means to an end. 

b) When faith seems to fail, it may be that you are asking of your faith 
something that God never intended for your faith. 
i) Real faith is to center your life on Almighty God. 
ii) Mature faith believes in the supernatural power of God. 
iii) Mature faith bows to the sovereign purposes of God. 
iv) Mature faith is based on the steadfast promises of God. 

(1) “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved.” 
c) Do you know Jesus personally? If not, you can pray to Him today by asking 

Him to come into your life. 
d) Call upon Jesus today. Repent (turn) from your sins, and turn to Jesus. Ask 

Him to forgive you of your sins, and acknowledge Him as Lord of your life. 
i) Romans 3:23 
ii) Romans 10:9-10 
iii) Romans 10:13 
iv) Acts 16:31 
v) John 3:16 


