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“And what shall | more say? for the time would fail me to tell of Gedeon, and of Barak,
and of Samson, and of Jephthae; of David also, and Samuel, and of the prophets.”
HEBREWS 11:32
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Introduction

Well, take God’s precious Word and find Hebrews chapter 11 and verse 32. And in that
verse, we're introduced to a man whose name is not really a household name, a man
named Barak. However, if you have kept up with modern Israel, you know that one of
the most prominent recent leaders in Israel had the same name as this man, Barak,
who is one of the champions of faith.

Some years ago, | went to Moscow, Russia. | went there to preach in Red Square
shortly after the implosion of the Soviet system, and | wondered how did | get here, and
why was this privilege afforded to me? | had a great $30,000 sound stage built in Red
Square on Easter morning, and God gave me the privilege to preach on nationwide
television the glorious gospel of Jesus Christ. But | think one of the most astounding
things was an interview that | had and a briefing with a Russian naval captain and a
Russian general with some of the U.S. military, and there were about maybe 15 of us in
a room in the Cosmos Hotel there in Moscow. And questions were going back and forth
between these military men with reference to the implosion of the Soviet system. And
one of these American military asked the Russian general this question—he said, “What
effect did SDI—that is, the Strategic Defense Initiative—have on the implosion of the
Soviet system?” Now, you know, SDI was nicknamed Star Wars because Ronald
Reagan said we need a shield to protect us from the incoming Soviet missiles that may
have atomic warheads. And so, Ronald Reagan said, we need to build a shield. We
need to have a strategic defense initiative. The newspapers called it Star Wars, where
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our missiles would shoot down their incoming missiles. And so, again, the question was
asked: “What effect did Star Wars have on the implosion of the Soviet system?” That
Russian general said, “It destroys us.” He said, “It wiped us out. That was the turning
point.” He said, “We were already spending an enormous amount of our gross national
product and income on defense, and we could not stay up.” Now, here’s what he said.
He said, “We told you that you did not need SDI because all of our weapons were
defensive.” And then, he said, “Of course, we were lying.” Now, | said, can | believe my
ears? Am | sitting in Moscow hearing a Soviet general say what he said to Americans
because he felt perhaps the freedom, the safety, to say it? “Of course, we were lying.”
We owe a great debt, in my estimation, to Ronald Reagan for his wisdom with the
Strategic Defense Initiative.

But | want to tell you that Star Wars did not begin with Ronald Reagan, and it didn’t
begin with Mr. Lucas—I believe he produced the film. Star Wars goes all the way back
to Judges chapter 5 and verse 20. So lets read, first of all, Hebrews 11 and verse 32,
and then go backward in the Bible. And the writer of Hebrews, who is listing the
champions of the faith, said, “And what shall | more say? For time would fail me to tell of
Gideon—now, we’ve spoken of Gideon—and of Barak, and of Samson, and of
Jephthah, and David also, and Samuel, and the prophets. Who, through faith, subdued
kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions,
quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were
made strong, waxed valiant in fight and turned to flight the armies of the aliens.”

Now, in that list, this man Barak is mentioned, and he fought a decisive battle, and
God sums up that battle. You may turn backward now to Judges chapters 4 and 5. God
sums up that battle in a song. It was a song sung by a woman named Deborah, who
was a prophetess of that day, and here’s what Deborah said in Judges chapter 5 and
verse 20: “They fought from heaven; the stars in their courses fought against Sisera.”
Listen to that phrase again: “the stars in their courses fought against Sisera.” Well, what
does all of that mean?

Well, let me give you the background for this passage of Scripture. Now, we’ll go to
Judges chapter 4 to find what Deborah was singing about in Judges chapter 5. There
was a man named Sisera. Sisera was a Canaanite general. He had for twenty years
kept his boot on the neck of Israel. He was a very successful general, and he had
behind him 900 chariots of iron. Now, you cannot imagine what that would mean in this
day of warfare. The Iron Age is here, and now Sisera has 900 chariots of iron. Israel
had nothing like that, and Israel is under the boot of this Canaanite general, whose
name was Sisera. And there was a great battle that day, and the battle went against
Sisera, when ordinarily it should not have. And Deborah, in order to explain the battle,
and how God gave to Barak the victory that day over Sisera and his 900 chariots of iron,
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said, “the stars in their courses fought against Sisera.” Now, we will tell you more about
that battle when we get into the story, but lets get some more of the background.

What had happened is this: that the Jewish people had turned against God. They’'d
sinned against God. Look, if you will, in chapter 4, verse 1. We're in Judges chapter 4,
verse 1: “And the children of Israel again did evil in the sight of the Lord, when Ehud
was dead.” Ehud was another judge that had delivered them. But now he’s dead, and
they go right back into sin. There seems to be a cycle in Israel at this time, very much
like America, a senseless cycle of rebellion, retribution, repentance, and restoration.
They had rebelled. God sent retribution. They repented. They were restored. And now
Ehud is dead, and they go right back into sin.

Does that remind you of anything? Does that remind you of America? Can you
remember back in the days of Desert Storm where we went against Iraq and Saddam
Hussein the first time? | can remember this church had the next Sunday, | suppose,
25% more people than we normally have. We were on our faces crying out to God and
saying, “Oh, God, deliver us. Oh, God, help us. Lord, we don’t want to get bogged down
in some desert war and have our boys come home in body bags. God, give victory.”
God gave victory, and what happened? It seems like the slush gates of hell had been
opened on America. We sunk deeper into sin and debauchery and wickedness than we
did before this time, very much like Israel. And so, to Israel came this new crisis.

Look, if you will now, in Judges chapter 4, verses 2 and 3: “And the Lord...—
underscore this—the Lord sold them into the hand of Jabin, king of Canaan, who
reigned in Hazor, the captain of whose host was Sisera, which dwelt in Harosheth of the
Gentiles. And the children of Israel cried unto the Lord; for he had nine hundred chariots
of iron; and twenty years he mightily oppressed the children of Israel.” Now, what
caused this king to be raised up?

Well, look in your Scripture. Look again in verse 2: “And the Lord sold them into the
hand of Jabin, the king of Canaan.” God did it. God took a wicked Canaanite king, and
God turned His people over to them. Now, friend, listen to me, and let me tell you
something. Not only is God our only hope; God is our biggest threat. You didn’t hear
that. God is our biggest threat. It was God—it was God—who was behind the scenes. It
was God who turned them over to this Canaanite, malevolent, wicked, brutal king with
nine hundred chariots of iron. God Himself had engineered it. Now, they prayed again,
and it drove them to their knees. God has a way of driving His people to their knees.
They prayed again. It drove them to their knees. And God answered to give them
deliverance. And that deliverance is wrapped up in what I’'m going to call Star Wars.
Four things | want you to see. Are you ready? Okay, lets go.
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l. The Woman That God Chose

First of all, | want you to see the woman that God chose—the woman that God chose.
Look, if you will, in verses 4 and 5: “And Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lapidoth,
she judged Israel at that time. And she dwelt under the palm tree of Deborah, between
Ramah and Bethel in Mount Ephraim; and the children of Israel came up to her for
judgment.” Here’s a woman now who is a judge in Israel. Her name Deborah means
bee, like honeybee, and the Bible says here that she was a prophetess. As a matter of
fact, she was one of a number of women in the Bible who are prophetesses. For
example, if you know your Bible, you know that Miriam, Moses’ sister, was called a
prophetess, which she was. Huldah was a prophetess. Anna was a prophetess. The
Bible tells us there was a man named Philip in the New Testament who had four
daughters who were prophetesses. That is, they spoke for God. And they’re called, at
least, Deborah was called a “mother in Israel.” in Judges chapter 5, verse 7, she said,
God has made me, “| arose a mother in Israel.” May | just pull over and park here for a
moment, and say thank God for women. Thank God for women of faith. Thank God for
the honeybees that we have today who love the Lord Jesus Christ with all of their heart,
and speak with wisdom.

One of my dearest friends is Bill Bright. As a matter of fact, | was in Moscow with Bill
Bright, when this experience | told about happened, and Bill Bright was in that
gathering. Bill Bright will tell you the great influence on his life was a woman whose
name was Henrietta Mears. And, by the way, if you want to get a good book, get the
book by Henrietta Mears entitled, “What the Bible is All About.” Henrietta Mears was a
woman of great, incisive wisdom, and she influenced Bill Bright. Bill Bright, | don’t know
of any man, including Billy Graham, that has reached more souls for Jesus Christ than
Bill Bright. | love him dearly. He’s a very close, personal friend. She was a woman used
of God.

| think today of Beverly LaHaye. I'm grateful for Beverly LaHaye. And | am grateful
for godly women today who have been organized under the leadership of Beverly
LaHaye, and those now who are succeeding her, to help stop the tide of immorality and
filth and abortion in America. What a wonderful woman Beverly LaHaye is!

Corrie Ten Boon—I had a lunch one time with Corrie Ten Boon—greatly blessed by
the courage of this woman, Corrie Ten Boon, who has touched the world with her faith.

Back in 1979, there was a move to get a new president of the Southern Baptist
Convention who would take a stand for the inerrancy of the Word of God and bring this
denomination away from its liberal drift. There were many who were saying to me,
“Adrian, you need to allow your name to be placed in nomination.” Very frankly, | did not
wish to do that. | had my plate full; my kids were in high school; we were in a building
program at Bellevue. | did not wish to do so, but a woman that | respect very much
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called me on the phone. Her name was Miss Bertha Smith. Some of you may not know
Bertha Smith, but Bertha Smith was one of America’s premier missionaries, part of the
great Shantung revival, a woman who walked with God. She called me on the phone,
and she said, “Brother Adrian, God wants you to do this.” It spoke to my heart because |
knew the walk that that woman had with God. | thank God for the influence of Miss
Bertha Smith.

Many of us today are influenced in ways we don’t even realize, as we sing the
hymns of a great lady named Fanny Crosby. When you sing, Blessed Assurance, Jesus
is mine, oh, what a foretaste of glory divine, thank God for Fanny Crosby.

God chose a woman, and she was, indeed, a mother of Israel. She had great
wisdom and judgment. Look in chapter 4, verse 5: “And she dwelt under the palm tree
of Deborah, between Ramah and Bethel in Mount Ephraim; and the children of Israel
came up to her for judgment.” Now, was that just something that once happened and
that God doesn’t want women to serve Him all the time? Well, read Acts chapter 2,
verses 17 and 18: “And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, | will pour out
of my Spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your
young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams; and on my
servants and on my handmaidens will | pour out in those days of my Spirit, and they
shall prophesy.”

“Pastor, does that mean that you believe in women pastors?” Absolutely not!
Absolutely not! The Bible makes it very clear—1 Timothy 2, verse 12—Paul said, “But |
suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence—
that is, in quietness.” The Bible says that a bishop is to be the husband of one wife. I've
never met a woman who could be the husband of one wife. No. The Bible does teach,
however, that God has a ministry for women, a very powerful ministry, and God speaks
to women with wisdom and judgment. God speaks to me many times by my wife. Before
| came out here this morning, | bowed in prayer and asked Joyce to lay her hands upon
me and pray for me. And | thank God for the wisdom and the influence and the power of
that godly woman. And I'm going to tell you something else, gentlemen. This church
would be in great difficulty without the ministry of her women. Let’s thank them for it. |
am grateful for those that God uses. Here was a woman that God chose.

Il. The Warrior That God Called

But now, here’s the second thing | want you to see. Not only the woman that God
chose, but | want you to see the warrior that God called. Now, begin to read in Judges
chapter 4, verses 8 and 9: “And Barak said unto her, If thou wilt go with me, then | will
go; but if thou wilt not go with me, then | will not go. And she said, | will surely go with
thee: notwithstanding, the journey that thou takest shall not be for thine honor; for the
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Lord shall sell Sisera into the hand of a woman. And Deborah arose, and went with
Barak to Kedesh.”

Now, Deborah knew there needed to be a battle. She needed, therefore, a warrior.
And she knew that she as a woman was not called or equipped to lead the battle, so
she called by divine inspiration a man named Barak. Deborah knew the limits of her
position. She knew that she needed a man to do a man’s job. And, by the way, this time
in Israel the men had failed, and Deborah having to judge Israel is a tribute to the failure
of men.

And | want to tell you something else, sirs. | have observed that most of the problem
in America and in our homes is not domineering women, but failing, slacking, shirking
men who fail to do and be what they ought to be. That’s a good place for an “oh me", or
an “amen’.

Now, there are times when a woman has to do a man’s job. If a woman is on the
frontier and her husband is killed, she has to maybe plow and chop. She may have to
take a gun and defend her family from savages. But that’s not her normal calling. Her
normal calling is to nurture.

What Deborah was calling for was a return to strong male leadership. God made
man, and God made woman, and He made them equal, but He didn’t make them the
same. God made a man to provide and to protect. That’'s what man is equipped to do.
When God created Adam, God created Adam and gave Adam this responsibility, “You
are to till the garden, or tend it, and keep it. You are to protect it. You are the provider.
You are the protector.” And men are meant to provide, and men are meant to protect.

Yes, there are times when a woman has to step up and do a man’s job, but that is
not the norm, and that is not God’s desire. Deborah did not try to go to the battlefield.
May | say something here? God does not expect women to be on the front lines. Yeah.
God equipped women for having babies, and not for fighting battles. And it is obscene
and insane to put women on the front line fighting battles. They’re not supposed to be
there. Now, the radical feminists of today would like to see women on the front lines to
prove that they’'re equal. They’re already equal. But it doesn’t take much imagination or
common sense to understand that they’re not supposed to be there. Number one: they
don’t have the physical stamina and strength. Number two: can you imagine a woman
POW and what she would have to go through and endure?

You say, “Well, | know some women who are as strong as some men.” Well, sure.
It's the exception that proves the rule. Did you know that, in the Bible when God speaks
of His judgment upon a nation, God describes their soldiers like women? Put in
Jeremiah 51 and verse 30: “The mighty men of Babylon have forborne to fight—that is,
they have given up the fight—they have remained in their holds—that is, in their hiding
places—their might hath failed—listen—they became as women.” God says, “You want
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me to tell you what kind of a miserable army the Babylonians had? They became like
women.”

Deborah had enough sense to know there was a battle. And she had enough sense
to know that she needed a man, and that man had to be a man of great faith. And so,
Barak comes. He is the warrior that God called, and he was a man of faith.

Where does faith come from? Well, first of all, let’s think about faith that wrought the
victory. You know, over there in Hebrews chapter 11, the Bible says, “It is through faith
that they subdued kingdoms.” This star war was fought by faith. What was the origin of
his faith? Look in Judges chapter 4 and verse 6: “And she sent and called Barak, the
son of Abinoam, out of Kedesh-naphatali, and said unto him, Hath not the Lord God of
Israel commanded.” As a prophetess, she is speaking for God. Now, what is the source
of all faith? The Word of God. In this series, if you’ve been listening, you’ve heard over
and over again Romans 10:17: “Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of
God.” Impossible to have faith without hearing from God. Faith is believing what God
has said, and acting upon it. The source of his faith was the Word of God. What was the
object of his faith? Look again in Judges chapter 4, verse 6: “And she sent and called
Barak, the son of Abinoam, out of Kedesh-naphatalil, and said unto him, Hath not the
Lord God of Israel commanded.” Not only was God the source of the faith, but,
correspondingly, as night follows day, he was the object of that faith. He was the origin
and the object.

Every now and then, people say, “Well, just have faith.” Faith in what? “Only
believe.” Believe what? Never put faith in faith. Faith in faith is faith in yourself. The
object of your faith is Almighty God. The origin—the Word of God; the object—God
Himself. Faith is not mere positive thinking. And what is the operation of true faith? Look
in Judges chapter 4, verse 8. Barak says, “I will go.” Faith without works is dead. You
say you believe. The word believe comes from an old English word by-live. What we
believe we live by. Here was a man of faith. Doubt sees the obstacles; faith sees the
way. Doubt sees the darkest night; faith sees the day. Doubt says, “Who believes?”;
faith answers, “l.”

lll. The Warfare That God Conducted

Now, here’s the third thing | want you to see: not only the woman that God chose, not
only the warrior that God called, but | want you to see the warfare that God conducted—
the warfare that God conducted.

Now, let’s look in verse 12: “And they showed Sisera that Barak, the son of
Abinoam, had gone up to Mount Tabor. And Sisera gathered together all his chariots,
even nine hundred chariots of iron, and all of the people that were with him, from
Harosheth of the Gentiles unto the river of Kishon. And Deborah said unto Barak, Up;
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for this is the day in which the Lord hath delivered Sisera into thine hand. Is not the Lord
gone out before thee? So Barak went down from Mount Tabor, and ten thousand men
after him. And the Lord discomforted Sisera and all his chariots, and all his hosts with
the edge of the sword before Barak, so that Sisera lighted down off his chariot, and fled
away on his feet. But Barak pursued after the chariots, and after the host, unto
Harosheth of the Gentiles: and all the host of Sisera fell upon the edge of the sword;
and there was not a man left.”

What an incredible success this battle was. Here is Barak. He has ten thousand
men. He’s going up against nine hundred chariots of iron. That would be like a division
of infantry going up against a battalion of tanks. When Sisera, the Canaanite general,
started out in this battle, he was absolutely confident of success. You think about it. He
was far better equipped. He had been victorious for twenty years. He had a well-trained
army. His chariots were superior. His army was superior. Had you that day put your
money down in a bet, you would have bet on Sisera to win that battle. And Sisera was
sure that he was going to win, but his faith was in the wrong place. There’s a very
poignant verse that deals with this—Psalm 20, verse 7: “Some trust in chariots, and
some in horses; but we will remember the name of the Lord our God.”

Now, what happened is this: that, as the battle is joined, something happens. There
comes a rainstorm, a great storm. Now, go over to Judges chapter 5, and let me explain
it to you. Look, if you will, in Judges chapter 5, verse 4: “Lord, when thou wentest out of
Seir, when thou marchedst out of the field of Edom, the earth trembled and the heavens
dropped, the clouds also dropped water. The mountains melted from before the Lord,
even that Sinai from before the Lord God of Israel.”

What happened is this: the battle starts. Nine hundred chariots of iron there by the
River Kishon at the foot of Mount Tabor there by the Valley of Estralan where the battle
of Armageddon is going to be fought. Here is Sisera. Now, remember, he has had
victory for twenty straight years, and this is going to be a cakewalk for him. And then, all
of a sudden, the earth trembles with thunder. The heavens open up. The bottom falls
out. It's what the country folks would call a frog-strangling, stump-floating rain. It begins
to rain, and it rains and rains, and the Bible says, “and the mountains melted”—
mudslides. Now, these dry gullies in Israel are called wadi—W-A-D-I—but, in times of
rain, they become flash floods. This was a flash flood. | mean, it was a gulley-washer. It
came down. It turned that whole battlefield into a swamp. Now, can you imagine nine
hundred chariots of iron in a swamp, nine hundred chariots of iron in mud? Look in
Judges chapter 5, verses 20 and 22: “They fought from heaven; the stars in their
courses fought against Sisera. The river of Kishon swept them away”—that ancient
river, the river Kishon. Now, here the battlefield has changed. The storm turns the
battlefield into a swamp. There was an historian whose name was Josephus. Josephus
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wrote about this. Here’'s what he said: “They joined the battle, and, as the ranks closed,
a violent storm came on with much rain and hail. The wind drove the rain against the
faces of the Canaanites, darkening their outlook so their archeries and their slings were
rendered useless. Their heavy armed soldiers, because of the cold, were unable to use
their swords. But since the storm was behind the Israelites, it caused them less harm,
and they further took courage from the belief that in God’s assistance, so that driving
into the midst of the enemy, they killed most of them.” That’s the reason that Deborah,
when she sang the song of victory said, “the stars in their courses fought against
Sisera.”

Conclusion

Now, here’s the point of the message—listen to me: “the stars in their courses fought
against Sisera.” Now, folks, that fight was fixed. It was fixed. What God is saying
through His prophetess Deborah is this: that the entire universe is against the man who
is against God—the entire universe. The stars in their courses, billions and billions and
billions of innumerable stars, all of them against one puny man. “The stars in their
courses fought against Sisera.” It's Romans 8:28 in reverse. Romans 8:28 says, “And
we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, who are the
called according to his purpose.” What Judges 5:20 teaches is all things work together
for bad to the man who’s against God. Even the good things become bad things, when
you’re against God. Sin can’t win. Faith can’t fail. Friend, we are on the winning side,
and anybody—anybody—who is against God is fighting the stars. You’re going to have
a collision with the stars because you are against God. God has programmed
everything to be against you. It may not always be visible, but, friend, it is there. An
unknown poet wrote something like this: “On the far reef the breakers recoil in shattered
foam; yet still the sea behind them urges its forces home. Its chant of triumph surges
through all the thunderous din. The wave may break in failure, but the tide is sure to
win. O mighty sea, thy message in changing spray is cast, within God’s plans of
progress it matters not at last how wide the shores of evil, how strong the reefs of sin.
The wave may be defeated, but the tide is sure to win.” And the God who programmed
the planets and put them in orbit, and the stars to cause those tides, is the God who is
over history. I'm telling you, folks, we’re on the winning side. If you are against God,
you’re going to have a collision with the stars. “The stars in their courses fought against
Sisera.”

Napoleon started out against Russia. Napoleon, military geniuses tell me, was the
greatest of all military geniuses. He had 500,000 hand-picked soldiers. He was
marching to take Moscow, and to have the world. A snowflake fell on his cheek, and he
brushed it aside. And then, a handful of snowflakes. He paid no attention, and laughed
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them off. And then, avalanches of snowflakes fell. And then, tons of snowflakes fell. And
Napoleon’s hand picked soldiers, 500,000 of them upon their horses, floundered in the
snows of Russia. Many of them lay frozen on the plains of Russia. Napoleon was
ignominiously defeated, but Napoleon before that battle had boasted. Here’s what he
said, “God is on the side of the heaviest battalions.” Can you see his arrogance? “God
is on the side of the heaviest battalions.” That’'s what Sisera thought. God is on the side
of the heaviest battalions. And, you know, Napoleon was right. But he forgot that God
stations His battalions in the skies, and God from heaven shut the mouth of the little
Corsican. And God shut the mouth of Sisera, and the stars in their courses fought
against him. Now, friend, I'm telling you, you’re going to have a collision with the stars, if
you go against God. | don’t care what things seem to be good; they’re going to work out
for bad. All things work together for bad to those who hate God. All things work together
for good to those who love God.

What's the lesson here? Actually, | want to tell the folks upstairs there’s a fourth
point. Don’t put it up because you folks didn’t listen long enough, fast enough. You want
to hear the fourth point you come? Come at 11:00. Folks at 11:00 are blessed. A lot of
times I'll take a sermon and run it in the shop, and fix it up, and bring it back out at
11:00. I'll tell you what the point was: the wickedness that God condemned. God says in
Judges chapter 5, “curse ye Meroz, because he came not to the aid of his brothers.” No
man has a right to be at peace when his brothers are at war. Come at 11:00, and I'm
going to squeeze that in. Friend, now, listen to me. What can we learn out of this story?
Number one: thank God for the ministry of women, amen? Number two: thank God for
men of faith. Number three: sin can’t win, and faith can’t fail. Number four: you need the
one who hung the stars there, and His name is Jesus. He’s the one who put them in
order, and by Him all things consist.

Would you bow your heads in prayer.

Are you saved? | mean, do you know, if you died right now, you would go to
heaven? Has that burden of sin been lifted? Does Jesus Christ, is He to you a bright,
living reality? Is the desire of your heart to love Him and serve Him? Is the Word of God
rich to you? If these things are not true, you probably are horribly backslidden or need to
be saved, one or the other. And, if | were you, | wouldn’t just say, “Well, maybe I'm
backslidden.” I'd get certainly saved—for certain. I'd just make sure that I'm saved. And
so, if you’re not sure, let me just tell you very quickly and clearly that we’re sinners by
birth, by choice, by practice, and our sin deserves judgment. But God, in mercy, came
to earth as a man, took our sins upon Himself, became our substitute on that cross, and
shed His blood, that we might be saved. And what He did for us does us no good unless
we receive it by faith. And the Bible says, “Therefore, being justified by faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Would you like to trust Him right now?
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May | lead you in a prayer? Pray this way: Dear God, | know that You love me, and |
know that You want to save me. Jesus, You died to save me, and You promised to save
me, if | would trust You. | do trust You. Come into my heart. Forgive my sin. Save me,
Jesus. Now, friend, you don’t have to have a strange feeling. It's not a matter of
emotion. Emotion may be there, but you’re not saved by emotion. I've often said that
emotion is the shallowest part of your nature. God doesn’t do His deepest work in the
shallowest part. It’s the faith in the shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ that saves.
“Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God.” Would you just trust Him
now? Would you say, “Lord, | am trusting You. | receive you as my Lord and Savior.
Begin now to change my life, because I'm weak and You're strong. | give my life to You,
and | receive You into my heart as my Lord and Savior. Thank You for doing it, Jesus.
And, Lord, to show | mean business, I'll make it public. I'll not be ashamed of You,
because You died for me. In Your wonderful name | pray. Amen.

Now, look up here—every head right here. Precious friend, we’re going to sing what
we call now an invitational hymn. And the ministers of our church are going to be here
at the head of these aisles to welcome those of you who'’ll be coming forward. And, if
you prayed that prayer—you may already been a church member somewhere, even
here—but if you’ve not truly had it settled, you just make your way down any of these
aisles, and take this man by the hand, and just say something like this: “I'm trusting
Jesus.” We'll rejoice with you, give you some Scripture to stand on, answer any
questions we can, and seal it in prayer. If you're in the balcony, you needn’t come all the
way down here. There’ll be someone standing under the banner over there that says
Redeemer, on that side, or the one that says Messiah, over here, to receive those of
you in the balcony. Now, if you've already been saved before this morning ,and you
didn’t need to pray that prayer with me—you’ve already prayed it and meant it—but if
you haven’t made it public and followed Jesus in believer’s baptism, there is much
lacking. And while baptism and church membership is not necessary to salvation, it is
necessary to obedience. And obedience is necessary for joy and fruitfulness in the
Christian life. And, if you really mean business, you’ll want to be baptized. If you're
really trusting Jesus, you’ll want to follow Him. He said, “Why do you call me, Lord,
Lord, and do not the things that | say?” So many of you need to step out, and come, and
say, “Look, | know I'm saved, but | want to make an appointment for my baptism.” There
are others of you who have been saved and baptized, and you know that you’re saved,
and happy with your baptism, but you need a church home. May | invite you to come
and say, “l want to place my membership here.” All of us need to be a part of a local,
New Testament church, if at all possible. Now, don’t look around and see what anyone
else is going to do. You do what you know that you ought to do, and you do what you
would do if you knew this was your last opportunity to do it. Forget what anyone else is
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going to do. Be in a spirit of prayer. Respectfully, I'm going to ask that no one leave
during the invitation. You'll disturb other worshipers. Of course, if it's an emergency, you
may leave during the middle of a sermon. But let’s be in a spirit of prayer.
Father God, | pray now that many will say yes to Jesus. In His dear name. Amen.
Lets stand together as we sing.
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