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“Who can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far above rubies.”
PROVERBS 31:10
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Introduction

| want you to take God’s Word please and turn to Proverbs chapter 31, the last chapter
in the book of Proverbs, and we're going to begin in verse 10 in just a moment. May |
tell you that this is a very interesting passage of Scripture? Beginning in verse 10, for
twenty-two verses, you have what could be called an acrostic. That is, each of these
verses in the Hebrew language begins with a letter in the Hebrew alphabet in sequence.
Now if it were done in English, verse 10 would begin with A, and the last verse would
be, end or begin with Z.

So what’s he saying? He’s saying that this woman that we're about to describe here
in this passage of Scripture is the complete woman. That is, she is the complete woman
from A to Z. She’s what | want to call “The Maximum Mom, The Maximum Mom.” Now |
want to say this right away: | want to put in this disclaimer. What God gives us here in
Proverbs chapter 31 is an ideal. That is, it's a goal to reach toward. Now if you don’t
understand this is an ideal, if you’re a woman, you’re going to be very discouraged. And
if you’re a husband, you’re going to be very dissatisfied. It's the ideal. You see, the Bible
never holds an ideal other than absolute perfection for us all. The Bible teaches, and we
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realize by experience, that we're all imperfect. But what does the Bible say? “Be ye

therefore perfect....” God never holds anything less than the ideal, the standard. And
sometimes when women would read Proverbs, some women just close their Bible at

Proverbs chapter 30 and don’t even read 31 because they say, “How discouraging!
Who could live up to this bionic woman that is described here?” as you'’re going to see
in Proverbs chapter 31. | mean, she seems absolutely incredible.

I’m reminded of the two cows who were grazing in the field when a milk truck went
past. And on the side of that milk truck was a big sign that said, “Thus and such a dairy,’
and it described the milk as being sanitized, pasteurized, homogenized, and vitamin
enriched. And one cow said to the other one, “It really makes you feel inadequate,
doesn’t it?”

And [, | think that sometimes if a lady were to read this without understanding that it
is God’s ideal, it’s...you don’t find this kind of lady in every home. As a matter of fact,
the writer of Proverbs says, “Who can find her? Who can find a virtuous woman?” Look
at it, verse 10: “For her price is far above rubies. The heart of her husband doth safely
trust in her, so that he shall have no need of spoil. She will do him good and not evil all
of the days of her life.” Now let me tell you several things about “The Maximum Mom”
that ought to cause some of us to appreciate our wives and mothers more and that
ought to encourage all of the wives and mothers who are listening.

3

l. Her Great Worth

First of all, | want to talk to you about what I’'m going to call the worth of the maximum
mom. Her great worth. And if you’re making notes, write that down — her great worth.
Verse 10 through 12 tell us of her great worth. “Who can find a virtuous woman?...” Now
when the Bible uses the word virtuous, it means good. But the word virtue has in it more
than the idea of goodness. It has in the idea of strength, and strength that can achieve
the good things that it wants to find. Now she’s very valuable, more valuable. A virtuous
woman is more valuable than rubies. Now if your wife weighs 120 pounds, why, my
dear friend, she’s worth more than 120 pounds of rubies. Think about it. She’s very
valuable. The reason that many of those of us who are men are such klutzes is that we
don’t recognize the value of the mate that God has given us, and, therefore, we do not
render to her the paycheck of appreciation that is due to her. As a matter of fact, this
proverb end, ends with a command. Look at it in verse 31: “Give her the fruit of her
hands...” Give it to her. Pay her because she is extremely valuable. Mister, did you ever
get the idea that since you're the breadwinner, that you’re the one who controls the
money; that it's yours and you might give her some of it? Hey, buddy, she earned as
much or more of it that you did, you’re going to find out here. And you’re going to find
out the great, great value. You see, it is mutually earned. When she stays home and
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takes care of the home, if she does, and God bless her if she does, and takes care of
the children, if she does, and God bless her if she does, and you go out and you get a
paycheck, then you’re both adding to the welfare of the home. Your boss gives you a
paycheck that says you're worth thus and such. What does she get? She’s dependent
upon you for that paycheck of appreciation. Why, you say, “Well, if |, if | were to tell her
that she owns as much of the money as | do, why, I'd be in bankruptcy.” Oh no, you
wouldn’t, not if she’s this kind of a woman. For the Bible goes on to say, “The heart of
her husband doth safely trust in her.” You won’t owe your soul to the company store.
She won'’t have to have plastic surgery; that is, tear up her credit cards. No, no. No, no.

Incidentally, Lou Holtz, the former coach over in Arkansas, when he was at the
Gator Bowl, said he went to the beach. He was, his team was playing at the Gator Bowl
down in Florida. He said, “I stripped down to go in swimming, and she made fun of my
skinny body,” talking of his wife. | said, “Well, | want you to know it’s this body that kept
me from getting a better wife.” And then he said, “While we were swimming, somebody
stole her purse. We left it on the beach.” But he said, “| never reported it because
whoever got it was spending less money than she was whenever they got the credit
cards in there.” Never reported the missing credit cards. Well, the Bible says that the
heart of her husband doth safely trust in her. So he’ll have no need of spoil. What that
means is he’s not going to be bankrupt. Now she is of great worth. Her price is far
above rubies.

Il. Her Good Works

Second thing | want you to notice. Not only her great worth, but her good works. Look
with me in verse 13. “She seeketh wool and flax, and worketh willingly with her hands.”
Now look at the word willingly. It means that she has great joy. New American Standard
gives it, “She does it in great delight.” She doesn’t feel that she’s being put upon. Other
women are out achieving things and she’s not achieving something. She says, “This is
the highest calling | can have, being a mother, being a homemaker.” “...she worketh
willingly with her hands.” And notice, she’s a nutritionist and a very wise shopper. Notice
in verse 14: “She is like the merchants’ ships; she bringeth her food from afar.” That is,
she reads the newspaper. She sees what supermarkets are having sales. She gets in
her car and she goes to this one, and she goes to that one. She gets her coupons and
she figures the thing out. She figures what will go the best. She read the labels. She is a
woman who is a hard-working, wise woman.

lll. Her Godly Worship
So you see her great worth. Then you see her good works. But now, wait a minute. You
see her godly worship. Look, if you will, in verse 15: “She riseth also while it is yet night,
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and giveth meat to her household, and a portion to her maidens.” Her godly worship. |
used to wonder about this verse because as you read this, it seems like, evidently, this
woman comes from pretty well-off family. | mean, she, as you're going to see, she’s a
business woman. In her own way, she’s a business woman. And it seems like she’s got
a houseful of servants. But | never could quite figure that out. Why, if she has all of
these servants, is she getting up so early in the morning and fixing them breakfast?
That’s what it looks like. And also, if she has so many servants, why does she have to
do all this work? And some ladies say, “Yeah, if | had as many servants as she has, |
could get it all done just like she did. If my husband give me about six maids, yeah, I'd
show him something.”

Well, first place, dear lady, you’ve got more servants than you realize, did you know
that? None of these women back in Bible times, | don’t care how wealthy they are,
would have traded places with you and have a washer and a dryer, an electric stove
and a vacuum cleaner, an air conditioner and a microwave, running water. You can get
tired of going down to the well. I'll tell you, listen. But that’s not what he’s talking about.
Let me give it to you in the Amplified Bible. Here’s what it says. “She riseth (this is verse
15 in the Amplified Bible), she riseth while it is yet night and gets, through communion
with her God, spiritual food for her household.” That's what it’s talking about. For her
children, her maidens. She gets up early in the morning. She has a quiet time with God,
worshipping God. The last part of this chapter tells us that she’s a woman who fears the
Lord. She has communion with God. And early in the morning she’s gathering spiritual
food for her household. | know in my own home, Joyce always rises before | do, almost
always. My alarm clock is set generally at 6:30, but she’s up before then. And | awaken
to hear her singing and praising the Lord. And that’s the secret, | think of her life is that,
that, that getting up early and having that time alone with God. So, you see, first of all,
this maximum mom, her great worth. She’s worth more than rubies. Her good works.
She works willingly with her hands, but she’s glad to do it. She does it in delight. Her
godly worship. She gets up in the morning and has that quiet time with God so that she
has something to give to her maidens, to her children.

IV. Here Genuine Wisdom

Ah, but, something else. Not only her godly worship, but her genuine wisdom. Notice
what a wise woman this woman is; | mean, in every area. Look in verse 16: “She
considereth a field, and buyeth it: with the fruit of her hands she planteth a vineyard.”
Why, this lady makes real estate investments. This woman owns a vineyard. “She
girdeth her loins with strength, and strengtheneth her arms. She perceiveth that her
merchandise is good: her candle goeth not out by night. She layeth her hands to the
spindle, and her hands hold the distaff.”
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Now what does that mean? Well, here’s a woman who has such business sense that
she’s able to look at a field and say, “Yes, that's a good investment. I'll buy that field. |
think | can make a vineyard out of that field.” That brings up a question of the working
wife, doesn’t it? Well, if you read this passage, you’re going to find out that here’s a
woman who had outside interests outside the home. Here’s a woman who had a very
fine mind. Here’s a woman who was obviously gifted. But as you read this passage of
Scripture, you're going to find out that anything she did and everything she did was not
at the expense of her major responsibility, which was taking care of her home and being
a homemaker. Now if you want to have some extra work or some outside work, you
have to ask yourself this question: does that outside job enhance my home or does it
take away from it? Does it give me an independent spirit from my husband? If it does,
and if it takes away from my home, then it's wrong. But a woman, many times, may be
wiser than her husband in the ability to make investments and to handle business. If she
can, sir, you ought to encourage her to do it. Now, but remember that her chief
responsibility while she has children is raising those children. So she is a woman of
genuine wisdom. Look how this wisdom extends not only to business matter but
physical matters. Look in verse 17: “She girdeth her loins with strength. She
strengtheneth her arms.” Do you know what that means? She keeps her body physically
fit. She’s a nutritionist. She knows how to exercise. She keeps herself in shape. She
knows economics also. Look in verse 18: “She perceiveth that her merchandise is good:
her candle goeth not out by night.” She is there balancing her books, studying, reading,
looking at labels, ah, examining this and examining that. She is a woman who is an
extremely wise woman. And she’s a woman who knows how to take care of all of these
very important items. The Bible says she, look in verse 27: “She looketh well to the
ways of her household, and eateth not the bread of idleness.” You know what the bread
of idleness is? That's TV dinners. And some women are the best cook you ever thaw.
Now what’s he saying? He’s saying here’s a woman whose mind is what she’s doing.
Ah, keeping house to her is not something she tries to get out of the way so she can do
something else. She is not a housewife; she is a homemaker. She’s a good economist.
Somebody has said that a man will pay $2.00 for a $1.00 item that he wants and needs,
but a woman will pay $1.00 for a $2.00 item that she doesn’t need. This woman was a
good seamstress. Look in verse 19: “She layeth her hands to the spindle, and her
hands hold the distaff.” That is, she, she knows the practical things. Today, you're going
to make a, a big mistake if you se, if you don’t see to it that your daughter learns how to
cook and sew and do the practical things. Did you know that girls can get a college
education today and not be able to cook a meal or balance a bank book or sew a
seam? We, we call that progress, because these things in the eyes of the world seem to
be unimportant. But here in, in God’s holy Word, when God is describing a virtuous
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woman, God takes time to say, “Here’s a woman who perceives that merchandise is
good. Here’s a woman who can take wool and flax. Here’'s a woman who can sew and
take care of these other things.”

V. Her Generous Welfare
What am | saying? Great worth, good works, godly worship, genuine, genuine wisdom.
But, oh, it doesn’t mean that she’s just all inward. Look, if you will, in verse 20 and
you’re going to find out she’s also a woman of generous welfare. “She stretcheth out her
hand to the poor; yea, she stretcheth forth her hands to the needy.” Now you can be
poor and you can be rich and be needy. Maybe you work in the church clothes closet
and help sort the clothes for the poor. Maybe you cook a meal and bring it to a family
who’s hungry. Or maybe those folks next door to you who live in a fine home and have
a big automobile are the needy people because they don’t know Jesus. But, you see,
the, the maximum mom is the mom who not only takes care of her family, but she is a
woman who has a heart of welfare. She’s, she’s a woman whose love just goes out to
everybody who is in need. Oh, how we need those kind of homes today. Now this, she
doesn’t do this, as we'’re going to see again, at the neglect of her own household. |
know some women who are very interested in social work, but their homes are a wreck.
| mean, a, a moral wreck, spiritual wreck.

| heard about one woman who got into politics, and she was very excited. She was
neglecting the children and neglecting her husband. But she told her husband as she
was looking at the poll, she said, “We’re going to sweep the state.” He said, “Why don’t
you start at the back door?”
Oh friend, listen, listen. Here is a woman whose heart goes out to the poor and the
needy, a woman of generous welfare.

VI. Her Grand Wardrobe

But now, notice next, not only her generous welfare, but her grand wardrobe. Oh, she’s
a beautiful lady, the way she dresses. Verse 21: “She is not afraid of the snow for her
household: for her children are clothed with scarlet.” Now what does that mean, she’s
not afraid of the snow because her children are clothed with scarlet?” That means her
children are clothed with wool. Ah, wool can be dyed red. And so her children have
warm clothing. Here’s a woman who has seen to it that her, her children are warmly,
safely, beautifully dressed. And now look at herself. “She maketh herself coverings of
tapestry; her clothing is silk and purple.” This is an elegant lady. She’s so wise. You
see, she’s the maximum mom. Here’s this woman. She’s been up early in the morning.
Quiet time with God. Here she’s doing these real estate investments. Here she’s
supervising her vineyard. Here she is taking care of the poor and the needy. Over here
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she’s balancing the books. Over here she’s reading the newspapers for the best deals.
She’s doing all of this. And then right in the middle of it, when he comes home, there
she is dressed in scarlet and purple, beautiful. | told you, ladies, it's only an ideal. |
mean, ah, ah, the writer of Proverbs says, “And who can find a gal like this?” But there’s
the ideal. And some of our ladies would be so wise to understand what God is saying
here. You know, some women have the idea, well, you know, you don’t chase a
streetcar after you’ve caught it. So what they do is, you know, when they’re dating, boy,
| mean, when he comes to pick her up, man, when she steps out that door, wow! By the
way, fellows, that can be deceptive packaging. Best thing to do is just to come a half an
hour early. Get a good look. | mean. But, but, you know, what happens so often is this:
that here’s the homemaker. She stays home, and she ought to stay home if she’s got
children at home and if she possibly can.

And | want to say again. | am not criticizing the woman who has to work to put food
on the table. You understand? I’'m not criticizing who has to work to put a roof over their
head, clothes on the back of the children. God bless her! I'm just talking about this
woman who thinks that homemaking is less than a high calling. And so, she’s out here
and there trying to fulfill herself rather than doing what God has called her primarily to
do, to be that maximum mom. Well, so she’s at home and he’s out there in the office
and all these girls are clicking around in their high heels and their work clothes, beautiful
clothes. And, and he comes home and she meets him at the door in a faded housecoat,
different colored slipper on each foot, and her hair, you know, done up in coat hangers,
meringue on her face. Have you ever notice the things they put in their head? | mean,
when, when they, you know, they’re cooking their hair. They put all kinds of stuff. Like
orange juice cans and little sticks. It's weird. And we’re glad they do it, aren’t we, guys,
really?

But one fellow said to his wife, said, “What did you do to your hair?” She said, “I set
it.” He said, “What time does it go off?”

But here, here’s a woman, here’s a woman who has, listen, listen. She clothes
herself with scarlet and purple and silk. She has a grand wardrobe. The truth of the
matter is, she made it with her hands. That’s what the Bible says. “She maketh herself
coverings of tapestry; and clothing is of silk and purple.” Now that’s what | call a grand
wardrobe.

VIl. Her Gifted Wifehood

And then | want you to notice her gifted wifehood, because she is a wife who
encourages her husband. Look in verse 23 and, ah, through 25: “Her husband is known
in the gates, when he sitteth among the elders of the land. She maketh fine linen, and
selleth it; and delivereth girdles unto the merchant. Strength and honor are her clothing;
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and she shall rejoice in time to come.” Now she’s such a gifted wife, such a gifted wife.
Why is she a gifted wife? Because she has done what God commanded her to do — she

has encouraged her husband. Her husband (verse 25) says, “....is known in the
gates...” The gates are the place of business and commerce. And her husband was a

success. And there’s Mr. Maximum Mom. Now why is he such a success? Because of
her. Listen. That’s why it is put here. The clear inference is that he has succeeded
because of her. When he’s in the gates, his collar is starched. When he’s in the gates,
all the buttons are on his shirt. He’s sitting there in the gates. He's already had a good
breakfast. She’s sent him off with a hug and a kiss. And the children are well taken care
of. He doesn’t have to worry about what’s going to happen. His heart safely trusts in

her. Boy, he goes off to work. And this guy is a success because of her. | tell these
young preacher boys around here that a woman is to a man what a wind is to a fire. She
can fan it up or blow it out, amen. Her husband is known in the gates. See, she has this
wonderful, what | want to call, gifted wifehood.

VIIl. Her Gracious Words

Now | want you to see something else. Look, if you will, in verse 25: “Strength and
honor are in, are her clothing; and she shall rejoice in time to come. She openeth her
mouth with wisdom; and in her tongue is the law of kindness.” Her gracious words. Her
gracious words. Here’s a woman who has such a calm and gentle spirit. Again, look in
verse: “Strength and honor are her clothing...”

Now she is clothed with scarlet and purple, yes, but oh, wait a minute. There’s
something else about this lady. When she walks into a room, she’s serene. She’s
clothed with strength and honor. People, when they see her, they say, “Now there is a
lady.” | mean, they, they want to rise when this woman comes in. She has such a gentle
and a strong spirit. The Bible says, “She shall rejoice in time to come.” What does that
mean? It means that under stress she can smile at the future. How did she get this
way? Well, go all the way back to when she woke up early and got alone with God,
when she, she, she got that spiritual food for her household. That’s the way she got this
calmness and this gentle spirit. And how does it show? Look in verse 26: “She openeth
her mouth with wisdom; and in her tongue is the law of kindness.” Well, she got an early
start. She has a well-ordered life. She’s not running around, carping and criticizing and
gossiping. When she opens her mouth, wisdom comes out, and when she opens her
mouth, kindness comes out. Do you know, when we lash out at others, when we
scream at the kids, chide with our husbands or wives, hey, folks, it shows a lot about us.
It just shows that we’re frustrated. It shows that we are, we, we fail to get that quiet time
with Almighty God. So she’s a woman of gracious words.
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IX. Her Glowing Witness

And now, what is the sum total of all of this? Put them all together and | would say she
is a woman of glowing witness, of glowing witness. Look in verse 27: “She looketh well
to the ways of her household, and eateth not the bread of idleness. Her children arise
up and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praises her.” Do you want to know
what you're made of, mom? If those people who know you best and live most intimately
with you say you're real, then it doesn’t make any difference really what anybody else
says. If you have that kind of a witness to your children, if you have that kind of a
witness to your husband, that it doesn’t just end with the, the child and the
husband...The Bible says in verse 31: “Give her of the fruit of her hands; and let her
own works praise her in the gates.” To her children, to her husband, and to her
neighbors she’s known as a godly woman, a woman who fears the Lord. That’'s what |
want to call her glowing witness. | am convinced as | stand here that virtually all of the
major problems that we have in America would change overnight if we just had some
more maximum moms. Don’t you really believe that? | believe that with all of my heart.
Now, again, | want to say that I’'m not trying to put a burden on someone and make you
suffer in comparison and say, “Well, my mom failed here and my wife fails there.” Oh
no. Or to make you feel incriminated. No, not at all. But | am saying, dear friend, that the
only way to be this kind of a woman, this kind of a man is to fear the Lord. Look again in
verse 31. It's all possible because of Jesus. Verse 30: “...a woman that feareth the
LORD, she shall be praised.”

Conclusion

| think | have time just to share this with you. What is a mother? Webster defines a
mother as a female parent. This is the understatement of all time. And | would like to tell
Mr. Webster why this description should be revised. A mother is a walking encyclopedia
who is expected to know the batting averages of the major leagues, how to tie a half
hitch, where someone left last Sunday’s comics. She must understand unhesitatingly
such questions as where the sun goes at night, how jet propulsion works, what are the
principle exports of Thailand, and where baby kittens come from. But not only is she a
walking encyclopedia. A mother is a master mechanic who can get a trouser leg out of a
bicycle chain, who can fix anything with cellophane tape and a hairpin. She is a plumber
who knows that the water will not run out of the bathtub because of the tissue paper
sails that have come off the children’s boats. She is an electrician who can make the
electric train back up without blowing a fuse. A mother is a practical nurse. She knows
how to make a splint for a bird’s broken wing. She must also be able to remove splinters
and loose teeth painlessly, stop an earache in the middle of the night, and cure a case
of measles before the fourth grade picnic. A mother is a detective who finds the missing
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mate to every sock. Not around our house! That is incredible, isn’t it, where they go?
When her scissors and flashlight disappear, she can recover them long before the
culprits plead guilty. A mother is an untiring seamstress who sews on scout badges,
designs tricky patches for jeans, replaces lost buttons, and lets down and takes up
dozens of hems. She must also be able to make such a beautiful halo and pair of wings
that the school play audience will never notice that the angel’s two front teeth are
missing. She is a sage who is wise enough to know when her son has reached the
stage when he’d rather die than be kissed in public. And when her daughter’s best
friend has won the admiration of the only boy in the world, yet she is also an innocent
who never ceases to wonder at the miracle of life when the first crocus peeks through
the snow and the first blue egg appears in a robin’s nest. A mother is an heiress.
Although she may not feel wealthy when she’s trying to stretch the family budget to
include braces on teeth, she’s rich in reward. She’s rich in the pride that engulfs her
when her teenager offers to mow the neighbor’s lawn while they’re away on vacation, or
her Little Leaguer insists on pitching with a sprained finger rather than let his teammates
down. She’s rich in investments. As she watches her small daughter tenderly tucking
her doll into bed, she hopes her child will grow up to know the happiness of being a
mother. It is then that she knows, Mr. Webster, that a mother deserves the longest
definition in the world. And the Bible says, “Give her the fruit of her hands...”

It's well that we honor mothers today. Let’s pray. Father, | pray that You'll help me to
be a maximum daddy and grand-daddy. And, Lord, that You would help the girls and
the ladies in our church to understand one more time the dignity, respectability, honor,
and challenge of motherhood. God, in a home where the devil has caused us to think
that being a mother and being a homemaker is less than the best, bring us back, | pray,
dear God, to dead center and help us to see the things that count for eternity. In Jesus’
precious name | pray, amen.
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