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Introduction

Genesis chapter 1 and verse 27: “So God created man in his own image, in the image
of God created he him; male and female created he them.” (Genesis 1:27) We are
continuing our series of messages on “The Music of Marriage.” And we are saying that
there needs to be harmony in the home, and that’s the title of the message this morning:
‘Harmony in the Home.”

Last Sunday, we talked on “Dad, the Leader of the Band.” Now some think the
pastor ought not to be speaking this much about music because | don’t know that much
about music. But to the contrary, | have been studying and | asked Brother Whitmire the
other day, | said, “Brother Jim, | think it’s time | sang in church, don’t you?” He said,
“Yes, Pastor, | think it's time.” | said, “Brother Jim, what would you like for me to sing?”
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He said, “Sing, ‘On a Hill Far Away.’”

| don’t know that much about music, but | know a lot about the home. | know a lot
about being a man because | am one. And | know a lot about—no, | take it back—but |
am married to a lady. And | am learning and | hope to learn a little bit before it's over
about the opposite sex and the wonderful creature that God made called a woman.

Well, we are talking today about “Harmony in the Home,” and how to have it. You
know, your marriage ought to be a duet, not a duel. And | did learn this about music:
There are three components to music, any kind of real music. There is melody, there is
harmony, and there is rhythm. Now in the home there ought to be melody. That is, we
all ought to be singing the same song. And there is harmony; we sing different parts.
And there is rhythm; we ought to sing it together. So there will be this music in marriage.

Now | want to just take one of those components out and think a little bit about
harmony. We in our home, as husbands and wives, we sing the same song, but we
don’t sing the same part. We sing different parts. There is to be harmony in the home.
God made us in the beginning, Genesis tells us, male and female. (Genesis 1:27)

Now God made us equal, but God certainly did not make us alike. Now we know that
men and women are equal in the sight of God. For the Bible tells us, in Galatians
chapter 3 and verse 28, “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free,
there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.” (Galatians 3:28) He
is not here talking, however, about sameness of function. He is talking here about
equality of worth. We all don’t function alike, but we all are worthy in the sight of God.
Now God could have made us the same, and | am glad He didn’t. | am glad God made
boys and girls different. | am glad that God doesn’t want us to sing in unison. He wants
us to sing in harmony. How boring it would be if Joyce were like me, or if | were just like
Joyce. That would be very boring.

They asked a little boy one time: “What is the term that describes when two people
stay married together all of their lives?” He said, “Monotony.” No, it's monogamy, not
monotony. But | think that some people have a marriage that is monotonous.

Well, dear friend, | want to tell you that the Rogers family is not monotonous,
because | married a girl very, very different from me. And | am glad that | did. | married
Joyce when we were both quite young, and we had the opinion that two could live as
cheaply as one. And that is true if one is a sparrow and the other is a horse, or if one
doesn’t eat and the other doesn’t wear anything. We did find, however, that when we
got married, we did not even dream the differences that were between us. | am not
talking physiological; | am talking about psychological and emotional differences. And
those differences are as real, or more real today, than they were when we got married.

And | thank God for all of those wonderful differences. It’s those differences that
bring out the excitement in marriage. And so the Bible teaches that we are different, and
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God made us different that He might make us one. You know, put in your margin there
Ecclesiastes chapter 4 and verse 9. This is what the Bible says: “Two are better than
one.” (Ecclesiastes 4:9) Oh, | love that: “Two are better than one.” (Ecclesiastes 4:9)

So there are three things today | want us to think about as we think about the
harmony in the home:

l. A Divine Design

First of all, | want you to see God’s divine design—God’s divine design. Now you are in
chapter 1, verse 27—ijust go to chapter 2 and verse 7: “And the LORD God formed man
of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man
became a living soul.” (Genesis 2:7) So God makes Adam. Adam is a mud-man. He is
made out of the dirt, out of the dust, and God makes him out of the elements of the
earth and breathes into his nostrils the breath of life, and he becomes a living soul. And
then go to chapter 2 and verse 18, and look: “And the LORD God said, It is not good that
the man should be alone; | will make him an help meet for him.” (Genesis 2:18) And
here you have in this one verse the three reasons that God made Eve and the reasons
for marriage.

A. For Companionship
First of all, for companionship. “It is not good that the man should be alone.” (Genesis
2:18) God knew that Adam needed someone like him, not another animal. Even Adam,
who had face-to-face fellowship with God, was still incomplete, and God said, “He
needs someone as a companion.” And | am so grateful for the companion that God has
given to me. And there is no sweeter, deeper, more wonderful companionship, in my
estimation, than husband and wife.

B. For Cooperation
But not only for companionship, but for cooperation. Verse 18 says, “I will make him an
help meet for him.” (Genesis 2:18) And that’s what she’s to be. She is a helper. Now
this is a noun, not a verb. God doesn’t say, “I am going to give him help.” God says, ‘I
am giving him a helper"—not just a buddy, not just a friend, but someone who is a
helper; not just someone to pick fruit in the Garden of Eden, but somebody who would
help him to be all that he ought to be, someone who would enhance his life to help him
to reach his full potential.

And again, | married a girl like that. When | was in high school, | played football, and
Joyce was a cheerleader, and we were sweethearts. One of my cherished pictures that
| have of Joyce is a picture of her in her cheerleader outfit, and she autographed it to
me, and she said, “I will always cheer you on.” And when | left the house this morning,
she gave me a hug and a kiss, and she said, “There goes my preacher man.” That
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made me feel good. That just encouraged me. I'll preach a little bit better today just
because of that encouragement that | got from my wife who cheers me on. And she is a
helpmeet, someone to help me to reach my potential. And | know that | know that |
know | am a better man because of the girl that | married.

C. For Completion
For companionship, for cooperation, and for completion. God says, “I will make him a
helper fit for him”—not a helpmeet, but a fitting helper. Well, meet means “fit,” someone
who will complete him. We laughingly call our wives “the other half,” but that’s not a
joke; that’s very apt.

You see, Adam, when God made him, was like a violin without a bow. And he
couldn’t make music, really, the kind of a music that he needed to make, until he had a
wife.

She was to be his completer, not his competer. Women, you are to complete your
husband, but not finish him off. God put husbands and wives together for
companionship, cooperation, and completion. So there is, first of all, a divine design.
Got it?

Il. A Definite Difference

All right now, we are going to get to the interesting part. God also made them male and
female for a definite difference, or God made a definite difference. In chapter 1, verse
27, God says, “Male and female created he them.” (Genesis 1:27)

May | tell you that this unisex idea was born in hell. Men and women are made of
God to be different. We have people who are moving heaven and earth to try to blur that
distinction and say, “There is no real difference between men and women except some
physiological differences.” My dear friend, that is absurd. And you wouldn’t even have to
have the Bible to know it.

Psychologists have told us, and Dr. James Dobson has pointed out, that the brains
of little boys and the brains of little girls are wired differently. | mean, they come into this
world differently. A little boy’s brain on the right side seems to take predominance. And
a little girl’s brain on the left side seems to take predominance. And that’s the reason
little boys seem to be more manually oriented and little girls seem to be verbally
oriented.

| have noticed my little granddaughters are rattling off phrases, and my little
grandsons, they are not talking, but they are banging away with hammers, and it is just
a difference. Now it’s not that one is superior to the other; they are just different. | mean,
you look at these little boys. Send a little boy off to a birthday party: Who is it that rips
and tears and pulls the girl’s hair and smears the birthday cake? It's the little boys who
do that. The little boys, they go for the trucks; and the little girls go for the dolls. And the
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modern behavioral psychologists today will tell you that’s just culturally learned. But they
have studied, and they say it is not culturally learned. My dear friend, it is not cultural; it
is creational. This is the way God made them.

You give little girls a puzzle; they’ll try to work it out. Give a little boy a puzzle, and
he’ll throw it across the room. It is just the difference in the way these little creatures are
made. Give a little girl a doll. | watched my little granddaughter yesterday. She had a
little baby whale, and she was holding it like it was a little baby, and she said, “That’s
little baby Shamu.” That's what Rachel was saying: “Little baby Shamu.” You give a little
boy a doll, and he will make a hammer out of it. And there is just the difference.

You go to the high school and watch the way that the boys carry their books and
watch the way girls carry the books. If you don’t believe it, you watch. Boys will carry
their books under their arms. Girls will cradle their books like it's a baby. They just hold
their books just like this—that’s the way that the girls will hold their books. It's an
amazing thing how God has put these differences in.

Now, let me just show you the differences that God designed right here in the Bible.

A. Man, Provider; Woman, Helper
First of all, God designed the man to be the provider, and God designed the woman to

be his helper. Genesis chapter 2, verse 15: “And the LORD God took the man, and put
him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it.” (Genesis 2:15) God said, “Adam,
you have the responsibility to go out into the workplace. | have put you in the garden to
dress it and to keep it.” And then the Bible says, in Genesis chapter 2, verse 18, that he
made a woman, and the woman is to help the man. (Genesis 2:18) She is to be a fitting
helper. She is to support him. She is to provide support so he can work. God did not
give her to the man primarily as a buddy, but as a companion. And women want to
know that they are a fitting helper.

My wife’s greatest desire, | believe, is to know that she is my companion, that she
has a part of my life and a part of my ministry, and that she is here supporting me, as |
am the breadwinner in our home. Now today we have many husbands and wives who
both work. And I think, if at all possible, the woman should be a keeper at home.
Sometimes in today’s society it is not possible, but if you have a two-income family, in
my estimation, it is far more desirable and far more near the biblical pattern for the man
to be working for the necessities; that is, for the house, the clothes, the food, the
transportation. And if a woman must work outside of the home or inside the home, let
her work for those other things, those other things that are needed, but never at the
expense of her family. Learn, young couples, to get along with less. Joyce and | made
up our minds early that we could get along without anything except one another.
Epicurus, who was a philosopher, a Greek philosopher, said this: “To whom little is not
enough, nothing is enough.” That's a good thought.
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B. Man, Protector; Woman, Nurturer
Now in the Bible, the man is the provider and the woman is the helper. The man is the
protector and the woman is the nurturer. God gave the man to protect and the woman to
nurture. For example, look in Genesis chapter 3, verse 16: “Unto the woman he said, |
will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth
children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee. And unto
Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten
of the tree, of which | commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the
ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life.” (Genesis 3:16—
17) And then skip on down to Genesis 3, verse 20: “And Adam called his wife’s name
Eve; because she was the mother of all living.” (Genesis 3:20)

So here you have the husband as the protector. You have the wife as the nurturer.
You see, Adam was to stand against all danger for Eve. Adam really failed Eve when he
did not stand between Eve and the serpent. God did not blame Eve, primarily, for the
Fall. God blamed Adam. The woman failed, but the man, who was the protector, was
held responsible.

Therefore, in Romans chapter 5, verse 12, the Bible does not say that the sin came
through Eve, although she was first in the Fall. God lays the responsibility at Adam’s
feet. Romans 5:12: “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by
sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.” (Romans 5:12) Adam
was responsible. God made him to be the protector. And you men today are to protect
your family.

| tried to preach last week on the fact that the great problem in America is not
juvenile delinquency, but dropout dads. Dads need, as the protector of the family, to
learn how to say no. They need to set limits for the children. | don’t mean a Tarzan no,
but a loving and responsible no. And they need to be able to set limits for their wives, for
the wives’ protection.

Yesterday, we had a deacons’ retreat here at the church. My wife has recently had
surgery, and she was helping our daughter to pack some things. And | looked at Joyce,
and | could tell that she had overdone it just a little bit and was tired. And | said, “Honey,
| don’t want you to go to the deacons’ retreat.” Now that freed her, because she felt that
if she had not gone, she felt maybe some of the deacons’ wives might have wondered,
“Well, why isn’t Joyce here?” Or maybe God would think that she failed a little bit by not
being at a church meeting. But | knew she needed to stay home. And when | said to
her, “Honey, | don’t want you to go,” that gave her a sense of relief and release, |
believe, where she didn’t have to feel like “I am failing them,” or “I am under my
husband’s authority; | am under my husband’s protection.” And there is a great sense of
relief and release when a husband will do that for his wife.
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C. Man, Leader; Woman, Enhancer and Maker of Beauty
The Bible teaches that man is to be the leader, and the woman is to be the enhancer
and the maker of beauty. For example, the Bible says in all of these scriptures that the
man is the head of the woman; he is the protector; he is the provider. And therefore, in a
home, what’'s the man more interested in? He wants to get better tools. What does the
woman want in the home? She wants objects of beauty. It would be a mistake for you,
sir, to try to stamp out your wife’s desire to create beauty, because that is built into her
by Almighty God. She wants her surroundings to be beautiful because she is the one
who wants to build that nest. She has a nurturing instinct.

Now | am going to give you some traits about men and women, and these are
generalizations.

But before | do, | want you to look at your hands. Hold your hands up and look at
them, just like | am looking at mine. And go ahead and do it. Now if you are a woman,
your hands are going to be different from the man’s hands, generally. Now | asked my
wife to do this earlier today, to see if it is really true. And | believe that it is true—at least
it is true on my hand. And | think it is true on most people’s hands. Men, look at your
index finger, and then look at your ring finger. On most men, your ring finger is going to
be just a tad longer than your index finger. Not on all, but on most men. It is on mine. All
right, my index finger is definitely shorter than my ring finger, and on almost all men it is
that way, but not all men. Now, look. Don’t say, “Preacher, | am messed up,” if it's not
that way. That’s a tendency, but not a rule—a tendency, but not a rule. Now it doesn’t
mean that you are weird or odd if it doesn’t just work that way, but that is generally a
tendency with men as over against women. That’s a small thing.

D. Men Tend to Be Stronger Than Women
Now what | am going to be giving you right now are tendencies about men and women.
For example, men tend to be stronger than women. Now there are some women here
who can beat up some men here—I know that. | mean, there are some that you’d better
not mess with; they are tough. But as a rule now—as a rule, we are talking about
tendencies—men are physically stronger than women. You just have to admit that.

And the Bible calls the woman, over there in 1 Peter chapter 3, verse 7, “the weaker
vessel,” (1 Peter 3:7) or the more fragile vessel. Why is that? Well, what job did God
give man? It was to tend the garden; that is, to weed and hoe and chop and dig and
carry. And also what'’s he to do? He is to protect the woman.

Now, what did God make the woman to be? Gentle and tender, to nurture. Have you
ever noticed the difference?

| mean, a woman, when she sees a little kitten, she wants to pick it up and mother it.
That’s just her nature. Men are different. Have you ever watched a man change a
diaper? | mean, they just lay that baby down, and they change a diaper like they’re
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putting a saddle on a horse or something like that. There is just a difference. God made
them different.

That is the reason it is so silly and so foolish to put women into combat. That is one
of the dumbest things | have ever heard of, to put women into combat. You know the
Israelis tried that back in 19487 They were so hard-pressed they put women in combat,
and they kept the women in combat for three weeks, and then they pulled them back.
They found out that they were having higher casualties on both sides. The men were
putting their lives in jeopardy to protect the women because that was their instinct. And
they were finding out that their mission was failing because the men were more
concerned about protecting the women than the mission. And they found out the other
side, the Arab armies, were fighting harder than ever because they didn’t want to say
they were defeated by women. And casualties on both sides went up. And the Israelis
said, “Hey, that’s a bad experiment,” and they used the women somehow behind the
lines for support. But they thought, “How foolish to put a woman into combat!” She is
just simply not made for that any more than she is made for professional football. She is
just not made for that.

And so the man is physically strong; the woman is more fragile. That is by divine
design. God made her physiognomy different than men. A man is built for battle; a
woman is built for babies. It is just the way it is.

E. Men Approach Problems Head First; Women Heart First
Have you ever noticed that men tend to approach problems head first; women tend to
approach problems heart first? Now neither one of these is legitimate or illegitimate any
more than the length of your fingers. It is just different. It is the difference between the
logical and the emotional.

Women know what’s going on without knowing what'’s going on. It’s incredible. We
call that a woman'’s intuition. Why? Because she thinks, being a nurturer, she deals in
the area of feelings and emotions. And so, because she feels and she lives emotionally,
she talks emotionally. She transmits emotionally. Mister, when she transmits
emotionally, don’t you try to receive logically. Joyce says, “Don'’t listen to what | say;
listen to what | mean.” And so | am in this job of translating, you know.

F. Men See a Goal; Women See the People
And because men look at a problem differently, they see a goal. And men will go after it,
because that is what God made them to be. | mean, the man has to be an achiever. He
sees a goal and he goes after it. And he doesn’t really think about who may or may not

get hurt.
| say, “Joyce, we are going to rearrange the Sunday School.” She says, “Oh?” “Yes,

we are going to put everybody in separate departments according to age.” She said,

Copyright ©2018 Love Worth Finding Ministries, Inc. | Used by permission from the Rogers Family Trust. | www.LWF.org/ARTreasury
122



“Well now, there are some people who may not feel that way. Somebody may fit in this
group better than that group. You may hurt somebody’s feelings.” That’s just the way a
woman thinks. She’s thinking about one individual or two individuals who may be hurt.
What do men think about? We think about how to have the best Sunday School. Who is
right or who is wrong? We are both right and both wrong to some degree.

G. Men Tend to Be Oriented Toward Success; Women Toward Security
All right, men tend to be oriented toward success; women toward security. | mean, a
man, he says, “Hey, let’s try it. Hey, man, let’s go for it. Don’t worry about the
obstacles.” However, the woman says, “Now, wait a minute. Before you go for it, don’t
mess everything up. | mean, | want to know everything is in place.” | mean, you can’t
create beauty and have nurturing on the run.

For example, a man may say, “Honey, | am going to take all of our savings; | am
going to take all of our investments, all of our nest egg, and | am going to invest it in this
particular project.” And that just threatens her to pieces.

You see, a man, because he is the provider, he sees his work as an extension of
himself. The woman sees her home as an extension of herself. Now if a man’s work is
not right, he’s greatly ill at ease. If a woman’s home is not right, she’s greatly ill at ease.
And if you really, sir, want to make your wife happy, don'’t just buy her a big present; go
fix some little thing at home.

Joyce gets so happy when every seven years | get a screwdriver out and will fix
some little broken thing. She says, “Hey, he really cares about our home.” And if | will
just get out and do those little things around the house, she’s just so happy when she
finds me puttering and doing those little things, just fixing little things. You see, when
there are broken things around the house, she feels rejected. When the house is
cluttered, she feels cluttered, because that’s just the way we are. Men tend to look for
success, and women tend to look for security.

H. Men Tend to See the Big Picture; Women, the Details
As a result, men tend to see the big picture, and women tend to see the details. | am
telling you that all of these things, just like the fingers, are not always true.

All right, but men see the big picture. | mean, a man will think about his career. He
will think three or four years down the road, “What am | going to do?” The woman, she
is right there thinking about today and now. So he comes in, and he says to her, “Guess
what?” She says, “What?” He said, “| found a wonderful new project and a wonderful
new product,” and he said, “| am investing in it. We are going to sell this house, and we
are moving to Cincinnati. We are starting a new business. It's going to be wonderful.”
She begins to cry. He says, “Why are you crying? | told you—Ilook, we are moving to
Cincinnati. We are going to take everything invested...we are gonna...it's going to be
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wonderful!” This time, she doesn’t cry; boy, she tells him off. And he can’t figure it out.

You know what she is thinking about? She is thinking, “What do you mean, ‘move’? |
just made dental appointments for all the kids. The kids got braces. This is the only
doctor we've got. He knows he started those braces on those kids. He’s got to go
through with that. And the kids are in school. Are you going to just pull the kids out of
school? And we have our own doctors here,” and so forth. And she is thinking about
security. She’s thinking about now. She’s thinking about details. A man just says, “Oh,
we can work all that out. Let’s go.”

Now if he were a wise man, he would tell his wife what he plans, and talk over with
her what he plans for her security and the children’s welfare. And then rather than
having her as an adversary, he can have her as a helpmeet.

. Men Tend to Be Insensitive; Women Sensitive
See if this isn’t true. Men tend to be insensitive, and women tend to be sensitive. Isn’t
that true? Now, have you ever said to your wife—I| have said to Joyce so many times—
“‘Honey, you are just too sensitive”? And she wanted to say, “You are a brute.” Well, |
am not a brute. | am really gentle and sweet, but you know. A man, because of what
God has called him to do, he just has to have a little bit harder shell. | mean, itis a
jungle out there, and a guy has got to make decisions. And he’s got to face sometimes
unpleasantries and competition, and sometimes danger, and so God just gave the man
a nature where the man has a thicker shell. And the woman—she’s just more sensitive;
she’s more feeling.

J. Men Tend to Be Defensive; Women Trusting
| have got to rush through these. Men tend to be defensive, and women tend to be
trusting. Why is a man defensive? Because he is the protector. Therefore, if he sees a
new danger, | mean, if he sees somebody coming up, a stranger or something like that,
that may be the enemy, and he is protecting his turf. The wife says, “Hey, you were curt
to that person. You were discourteous to that person. You were rude to that person.
You just didn’t open up and show them hospitality.” Women just, on the other hand, they
see a stranger: “Hi, who are you? How are you? We live next door. I'm glad to meet
you.” And they are just more hospitable. Men ought to be, but they are not always.

Women are more trusting. They trust their children. They believe the children when
nobody else believes the little things. And they even believe their husband. “You know,
my husband is a good man at heart.” Now he may be terrible, but she has a trusting
nature.

You know, in traveling today, because of the uproar and the problems in the Middle
East, they have extra security in the airports. Several weeks ago, Joyce and | were
traveling, and we were in Charlotte, North Carolina. And over and over again they are
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saying at the airport, “Do not leave your bags unattended.” “Do not pick up anyone
else’s bag.” “Do not carry anything for anyone else.” “Do not take possession of anyone
else’s bag.” On and on and on, “Be careful!” “Be careful!” “Be careful!” And this thing is
going constantly.

We are sitting in the airport. | am reading, and Joyce is off somewhere reading. After
a while, she comes over to me, and she says, “Honey, a strange thing happened.” |
said, “What is that?” She said, “Well, you see that bag over there by my bag?” | said,
“Yes.” She said, “A young man came and asked me if | would keep this for him awhile,
and he has been gone a long time, and he hasn’t come back, and so | am just
wondering what | ought to do.” | said, “You what?” She said, “Yes,” she said, “a young
man came and just said he had to go somewhere, wanted to know if | would just watch
his bag for him and sat it down there.” | said, “You have got to be kidding.” | mean, man,
things are hot and heavy in the Middle East about that time. She said, “No.” | said,
“Well, honey, didn’t you hear the announcements?” “But,” she said, “he was such a
nice-looking young man.”

| went straight to the man there at the desk. | said, “Sir, we have a problem. A man
left my wife a bag there, and he has been gone fifteen to twenty minutes. And | don’t
know whose it is or what it is. He hasn’t come back.” He said, “That’s a no-no.” | said,
“She did it.” | should have protected her, but that is where | failed my instincts. Women
just tend to be that way. They are just trusting.

Conclusion

Well, God made us different. There is a divine design and a definite difference. God
made us different that He might make us one. And, you see, we are singing the same
song, but we sing different parts. And that’'s “Harmony in the Home.” That’s what God
intended. And it's exciting. But | want to tell you, really, in the truest sense, it is not a
duet; it is a trio. A real marriage is a union of a man, a woman, and Jesus Christ.
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