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INTRODUCTION

JESUS: AMERICA'S HOPE

Amerioa is on a crash course with destruction and judgment, and
for most of us, staying out of the way might feel like the safest
option. Many of us cannot bear to read or watch the news because
nothing seems hopeful or uplifting. We cringe when we hear of another
scandal in the public sphere or another law that goes against what we
believe.

But our hope is not in Washington, and as Bible-believing Christians,
we need to find out which candidates or platforms line up with the
Word of God, and then line up with that. As Christians, we need to be
able to tell both parties to repent. We need to pray and be politically
involved. But our hope is in Heaven, not in Washington D.C. God has
sent revival in the darkest of days before, and God is the One who can
bring revival to this nation.

America needs healing from the inside out by the light of the truth
of the Gospel. We must learn how to repent, fast, and pray with the
desire for revival. Instead of being intimidated, we must learn how to
become involved and positively influence the direction and leadership
of our nation. In the process, we become beacons of light that will point
others to Jesus Christ. He is the hope who can heal all our hearts and
this beloved country.






WEEK 1

IS THERE HOPE
FOR AMERICA?

INTRODUCTION

The America that many of us knew as young children is gone. We're
living in a post-Christian era, and we are in hostile territory. Those of
us who used to be considered good, old-fashioned, decent Christians
because we believed the Bible are now labeled religious extremists,
the religious right, racists, and homophobes. Those who uphold a
Christian worldview have been pushed out of the mainstream and
marginalized because people who control the dialogue believe we
are idiots, terrorists, and bigots. Despite all of this, there is hope
for America.

But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready
to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the
hope that is in you, with meekness and fear; having a good
conscience, that when they defame you as evildoers, those
who revile your good conduct in Christ may be ashamed. For
it is better, if it is the will of God, to suffer for doing good
than for doing evil (1 Peter 3:15-17).

Something terrible has happened in America, and in light of that,
we will examine some specific imperatives and principles from 1 Peter.

PRAY OVERIIT

Dear God, I am often discouraged when I see how America has
changed. But I never want to give up hope or believe that You
have forgotten us the way that we have forgotten You. As I live
in America today, help me to know how to live with hope. Give
me opportunities to share Christ and do good in His name. In
Jesus’ Name, Amen.



DAY 1

DO NOT REMAIN SILENT

PONDER IT

We must not remain silent. We can't retreat and have a live-and-let-
live attitude. Some Christians have gathered in stained-glass fortresses
and huddled together to keep themselves from the poison of the world.
They retreat from the world and plan to just hold out until Jesus returns.
Retreating might sound like the best solution, but it’s impossible. When
Jesus prayed for His disciples, He sent them into a difficult world:

I do not pray that You should take them out of the world, but
that You should keep them from the evil one. They are not
of the world, just as I am not of the world. As You sent Me
into the world, I also have sent them into the world (John
17:15-16, 18).

Throughout history, Christians have faced many trials, and the
Book of 1 Peter was written to believers who were suffering persecution.
They were accused of being subversive and trying to overthrow the
government because they would not bow the knee to Caesar. They were
an economic threat because they stood against idolatry, and idolatry
was big business. Christians also wouldn’'t conform and accept the
cultural norms of adultery, fornication, homosexuality, and other things
that were part of the pagan religious practices and culture of that time.

The American church cannot remain silent under the guise that
God has simply called us to preach the Gospel. In the Old Testament,
Mordecai told Queen Esther this:

For if you remain completely silent at this time, relief and
deliverance will arise for the Jews from another place, but
you and your father’s house will perish. Yet who knows
whether you have come to the kingdom for such a time as
this? (Esther 4:14).



If the devil can’t silence the Gospel of the grace of God, he will
substitute something close to the Gospel to be preached in its place.
On the other hand, we can't substitute supporting a political agenda
for preaching the Gospel. For many American Christians, a political
strategy has taken priority over spreading the Gospel of Christ.

But if we are salt and light, we don't have the option of being quiet
or uninvolved. We must speak up for our brothers and sisters in Christ,
regardless of their denomination, vocation, economic status, or race. As
brothers and sisters in Christ, we must lock arms, blend hearts, and lift
our prayers together. Every Christian must be an activist and a preacher.

We cannot afford the luxury of being quiet. We cannot just live and
let live because eventually those who oppose Christianity will not let
us live. Martin Niemoller was a pastor in Germany when Hitler came
into power. Under orders from Hitler, Pastor Niemoller was arrested
because of his preaching. He endured Nazi prisons and concentration
camps during the final eight years of Nazi rule. Other pastors were
killed, but he survived. After the war, he was freed and began to speak.
He always ended his speeches the same way: “First they came for the
socialists, and I did not speak out—because I was not a socialist. Then
they came for the trade unionists, and I did not speak out—because I
was not a trade unionist. Then they came for the Jews, and I did not
speak out—because I was not a Jew. Then they came for me—and there
was no one left to speak for me.”

PUT IT IN WRITING

= How have you felt pressured to stay silent about your beliefs?
What would speaking up cost you?

= What is something you can do today to speak up? How can
you be a part of sharing the Gospel?

If we are salt and light, we don't have
the option of being quiet or uninvolved.



DAY 2

THE PRINCIPLE OF LORDSHIP

PONDER IT

In order to know how we are to respond, to be involved, and to speak
up, we need to be armed with a clear understanding of five important
biblical principles. The first is that we must submit to Jesus’ Lordship.

But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready
to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the
hope that is in you, with meekness and fear (1 Peter 3:15).

To sanctify Christ as Lord, nothing can stand in the way of your
obedience to Jesus Christ. If you don’t enthrone Him as Lord, you're
going to be the most miserable of all people. You will be caught in the
crossfire. Many don’t have enough courage or grace to serve God. They
have not sanctified the Lord in their hearts and picked a side. We are
commanded to place God at the center of our lives and to enthrone
Him as Lord.

Many people in church come forward to be saved or baptized,
but all they really want is fire insurance. They have no intention of
making Jesus Christ Lord of their lives; they just don't want to go to
Hell. But in order to receive all of the benefits of salvation and the
life-transforming power of the Gospel, everything else must get in
line behind the Lordship of Christ.



PUT IT IN WRITING

= What areas of your life are you still holding onto because you
are afraid to put God in charge?
= What does it look like for you today to declare Jesus as Lord?

If you don’t enthrone Him as
Lord, you're going to be the
most miserable of all people.



DAY 3

THE PRINCIPLE OF LEARNING

PONDER IT

The next principle is the principle of learning. We need to know what
we believe and to be ready to give an answer.

But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be
ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason
for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear (1 Peter
3:15, emphasis added).

The people of this world have questions for the Church, and they
are good questions. If you don’t have questions, it's because you're
not thinking. The good news is that we have some wonderful answers.
The real question is whether you, as a believer, know the answers and
whether you are willing to do the homework if you don’t. We are to
be ready to give a defense.

The Greek word for “defense” comes from the Greek word “apologia.”
It refers to a verbal defense in a court of law. Our English words “apology”
and “apologetics” come from the same root. Apologetics refers to a
systematic persuasive discussion or the presentation of an organized
viewpoint. We are called to intellectually, logically, and systemically
defend what we believe.

One day a visitor asked a church member, “What do you believe?”
The church member responded, “I believe what my church believes.”
The visitor paused and asked, “What does your church believe?” The
church member smiled politely and answered, “Oh, they believe what
[ believe.” The visitor frowned and pressed further, “Well, very well,
what do you and your church believe?” The church member smiled and
nodded confidently, “Oh, we believe the same thing.”

That’s not enough! The Bible says you need to be ready. You need
to be informed. With access to many books, the internet, and other
resources, there’s no excuse for not being informed. Spend less time
mindlessly watching entertainment and put something into your head
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that will help you love the Lord God with all of your mind and with all
of your heart. Learn what you believe and why. Nurture your curiosity
and desire for truth. Then research relevant issues and pray for wisdom.
It’s the principle of learning.

America needs Christians who will go to school board meetings
and articulate what they believe and why. America needs Christians
in places of industry who can explain a Christian worldview. America
needs people in society and in politics and on the city council who
know what they believe, why they believe it, and how to live it out. It is
embarrassing when those who do speak for us have not practiced the
principle of learning, and then the world doesn't respect us as educated
or thoughtful people. In a 1993 editorial, The Washington Post claimed
that evangelicals (those who believe in sharing the Gospel) were “largely
poor, uneducated, and easy to command.” Unfortunately, this is still
how much of the world views us. We have lost respect because we've
not done our homework.

PUT IT IN WRITING

= What have you done to learn more about what you believe
and why you believe it? What else can you do to learn about
your faith?

= Why is it important for Christians to be able to defend their
faith? When have you seen this done well and when have you
seen this done poorly?

If you don’t have any questions, it's
because you're not thinking.



DAY 4

THE PRINCIPLE OF LOWLINESS

PONDER IT

The third principle is the principle of lowliness. When we are defending
our faith, we must approach others with humility.

But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be
ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason
for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear (1 Peter
3:15, emphasis added).

Meekness is not weakness; it’s strength under control. The word

“fear” refers to a holy reverence for Almighty God. The hearts of

Americans will not be won for the Gospel by arguments, the ballot box,

or marches. Our battle won’t be won by organizations or institutions.

Some people think Christians are mean, spiteful hate-mongers

and bigots. When we stand up against sin in our culture, many of us
use harsh rhetoric that doesn't follow biblical principles.

So then, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear,
slow to speak, slow to wrath; for the wrath of man does not
produce the righteousness of God (James 1:19-20).

Jesus did not often express anger, but He was most angry with
religious people. Jesus’ most scathing words were for self-righteous
hypocrites. When you study how Jesus dealt with sinners, harlots,
and tax collectors, He had a different posture. Jesus was criticized by
religious leaders for being a friend of sinners. (See Matthew 11:19.) He
knew they needed love, not judgment.

One day, a Christian decided to witness to an agnostic friend. She
studied hard because she wanted to have all the answers. Armed with
her knowledge and the Word of God, she presented the message of
Jesus Christ with fear and trembling. The agnostic pushed back on
everything with his wit, logic, sarcasm, hard heart, and ungodly mind.



Every argument came back at her with another argument, and she
was crushed. Moved to tears, she apologized. “I just wanted to share
Jesus, and I wanted you to be saved.” She left weeping.

Later, the agnostic admitted, “I'm sorry for the way I treated
you. Please continue. Tell me about God. [ need God. I'm sorry for
my arrogance.”

She replied, “I can’t understand it. What changed you?”

The agnostic responded, “Your last argument. When you put your
arm around me and wept and told me you loved me. [ couldn’t figure
out what would make a person like you love someone like me unless
what you had was real.”

A full mind and a loving heart are a powerful combination. We
need a broken heart when presenting Jesus Christ. When Jesus was
mistreated, He didn’t lash out or argue more.

Who, when He was reviled, did not revile in return; when
He suffered, He did not threaten, but committed Himself to
Him who judges righteously (1 Peter 2:23).

Jesus committed Himself to the One who judges righteously.
True humility will often disarm our aggressors. We can wait for
Heaven’s verdict.

PUT IT IN WRITING

= When you talk about your faith, do you speak humbly and with
respect? Why or why not?

= When you share your faith, how do others respond? Do they
feel respected and loved or do they feel judged?

If somebody mistreats you,
take that person to the Supreme
Court—not the one in Washington—
the one up in Heaven.



DAY 5

THE PRINCIPLE OF LIFESTYLE

PONDER IT

The fourth principle is the principle of lifestyle. We must be different
from the world.

But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready
to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the
hope that is in you, with meekness and fear (1 Peter 3:15,
emphasis added).

When you have decided that Jesus is Lord, your lifestyle will change.
People will ask you what makes you tick. They’'ll notice something
different or ask you the secret to your life.

He who would love life and see good days, let him refrain
his tongue from evil, and his lips from speaking deceit (1
Peter 3:10).

You must live a lifestyle that others can see, one that prompts them
to ask about your life. Unfortunately, Christians live just like the world.
We should be embarrassed and humiliated at some of the scandals in
the modern church. Because of this, those who preach and teach have
two strikes against them before they even open their mouths.

My brethren, let not many of you become teachers, knowing
that we shall receive a stricter judgment (James 3:1).

If we want the world to respect us, we're going to have to earn it.
They may not agree with us, but when we live out our faith as we should,
they'll respect us. We need to out live, out love, out pray, out preach,
and out give the pagans. Then they’ll see a difference and ask us why.

When Paul and Silas were in Philippi, they were wrongly accused
and thrown into the innermost prison. But they responded with grace.



But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns
to God, and the prisoners were listening to them. Suddenly
there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of
the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were
opened and everyone’s chains were loosed. And the keeper of
the prison, awaking from sleep and seeing the prison doors
open, supposing the prisoners had fled, drew his sword and
was about to kill himself. But Paul called with a loud voice,
saying, “Do yourself no harm, for we are all here.” Then he
called for a light, ran in, and fell down trembling before Paul
and Silas. And he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must

I do to be saved?” (Acts 16:25-30).

Just as the jailer saw that Paul and Silas were different, the people
of your household, in your neighborhood, in your school, and in your
business ought to ask you, “What must I do to be saved?” This doesn’t
have to do with what you say but what you are.

Friedrich Nietzsche was a strong Christian critic who expounded
the nihilistic belief that God is dead. To Christians, he challenged, “If
you want me to believe in your redeemer, you are going to have to look
a lot more redeemed.” Our lifestyle says a lot about our submission
to His Lordship.

PUT IT IN WRITING

How is your lifestyle different from those around you? Have
people noticed these differences?

What changes is God asking you to make in the way you live?
Have you made Him the Lord of every area in your life?

We need to out live, out love, out pray,
out preach, and out give the pagans.



DAY 6

THE PRINCIPLE OF LOVE

PONDER IT

The final principle is the principle of love. The world is starved for love.

Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion for one
another; love as brothers, be tenderhearted, be courteous
(1 Peter 3:8).

And above all things have fervent love for one another, for
“love will cover a multitude of sins.” Be hospitable to one
another without grumbling (1 Peter 4:8-9).

If we're against abortion, then we need to show love to pregnant,
young, unmarried women and help them. If we're against pornography,
then we need to show compassion to those who need help and can’t
get it. If we're against homosexuality, we need to love those who are
caught in that sinful lifestyle so we can introduce them to the Gospel
of Jesus Christ. We need to wrap society’s wounds in healing balm.
Churches in America need to be places of love. We ought to be known
for more than the things we're against. People need to know what we
are for, which is the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Americans are looking
for answers. Even though they hate to admit it, they know they don’t
have the answers.

Over half a million people are experiencing homelessness in the
streets and shelters of our nation. Every 68 seconds an American is
sexually assaulted. One in five kids in America are being raised without
a father this year. Most American teenagers have been exposed to
pornography online. Over one million American teens drop out of
school every year. Suicide is the second leading cause of death in teens
and young adults.

People in America are hurting, and they're looking to the Church
for answers. It is the only institution that has the answer because it’s



God’s answer to sin and death. The love of Jesus is our hope. Jesus
Christ is the only lasting hope for America.

But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be
ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason
for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear (1 Peter
3:15, emphasis added).

If you have not declared Jesus as your Lord and Savior, then you
need to get right with God today. He is the source of true and lasting
hope that will sustain you no matter what happens in America.

PROCLAIM IT

If you want to pray to receive Christ as your King, we can provide you
with free resources to help you grow in your new faith. Please let us
know by going to Iwf.org/discover-jesus, scrolling down the page, and
clicking on I BELIEVE.

Take some time to reflect on these five principles from 1 Peter
3:15. Ask God to show you which ones you need to work on and ask
for feedback from a close friend or mentor. Share with your friend
what you have learned this week and ask God to show you your next
steps of obedience. Ask Him to send you someone to share your faith
with this week.

Americans are looking for answers.
Even though they hate to admit it, they
know they don't have the answers.
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