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Cause me to hear Your lovingkindness  
in the morning, for in You do I trust;  
cause me to know the way in which  

I should walk, for I lift up my soul to You.

P S A L M  1 4 3 : 8

preface

How did you sleep last night? Deep, pleasant slumber, uninterrupted 
by troublesome dreams? Fitfully? Tossing and turning as you replayed 
yesterday’s turmoil? Did you sleep the sleep of the perpetually 

exhausted, worn from life’s burdens? Perhaps you did not sleep at all as you 
considered an important impending decision. 

It doesn’t matter. Whether you are well-rested or red-eyed, you need to 
be with God this morning—every morning—to be reminded of His love and 
faithfulness, to receive direction for the day, and to lift your soul in worship. 

The book you are holding provides beautifully crafted devotions from 
trusted pastor, author and teacher Adrian Rogers. Pastor Rogers would, 
of course, point you to scripture first—to time alone studying God’s Word, 
listening for His voice, and meditating on His instructions. He would point you 
to prayer—deep communion with your Father through the power of the Holy 
Spirit. He would point you to praise—giving glory to the Lord Jesus Christ as 
your Savior. 

So it is with humility that this little book, Good Morning, Lord, is offered to 
you as an accessory to your time alone with God.

The most important thing is to get alone with Him consistently and 
expectantly. After all, His mercies are “new every morning.” (See Lamentations 
3:23.)
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What we need is
not great faith but 
faith in a great God.
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Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow 

of death, I will fear no evil; For You are with me; 
Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.

PSALM 23:4

Years ago, some men were on a leaky old ship in the middle of a rough 
and stormy sea, fearful for their lives. One went to see the captain and 
said, “Captain, are we safe?” He said, “Well, I’ll put it to you this way: 

the boilers on this ship are very weak and may explode at any moment. Also, 
the ship is very old and she’s taking on water. To be honest, we may have 
an explosion or we may sink. We may go up or we may go down. But,” he 
continued, “at any rate, we’re going on.” 

And that’s the way we are as we face this new year. Jesus may come—we 
may go up. We may die—we’ll go down and then go up. But at any rate, we’re 
going on...even though we don’t know what this year will bring. 

Before the old map makers had the modern instruments we have, they 
would draw maps for as far out as they had explored. They didn’t know what 
was beyond. You see on old maps: “Beyond this, there may be dragons.” They’d 
never seen a dragon, but they didn’t know what was out there. They were 
afraid of the uncharted. And that is the way many of us feel about the future. 

ACTION POINT Face this new year by squaring your shoulders, lifting your 
head, and saying “I will fear no evil, for You are with me.” if you have not done 
it yet, the greatest thing you could do to begin this year would be to give your 
heart to Jesus Christ. This would be the beginning of a brand new life, the 
first day of an eternal life! Are you willing to openly and publicly acknowledge 
Christ as your personal Savior?
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So they said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 

you will be saved, you and your household.”
ACTS 16:31

If you are not saved, your first step in this new year must be to give your heart 
and life to the Lord Jesus Christ. If I had a thousand lives to live, I’d give Him 
every one of them. I really would. 

I came to Jesus Christ as a teen. If I had understood sooner, I would have 
come sooner. I don’t care how young you are or how old you are—if you are 
reading this, you can be saved. I don’t care how good you are or how bad you 
are, there is no one so good that he doesn’t need to be saved, and no one so 
bad that he can’t be saved. 

The Bible says, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.” That doesn’t mean mere 
intellectual belief or just accepting some facts about Him. It means trust. You 
can believe an airplane can fly…you don’t trust it until you get on it. Come to 
Jesus, and I promise you—on the authority of the Word of God—He will save 
you instantly. He will be with you continually. He will keep you eternally. 

Billy Graham once said, “The greatest fears are those fears of death, 
judgment, and eternity.” And thank God, through the gospel of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ, these fears are removed. I wonder if you can say today, 
“Brother Rogers, I have believed in Christ. I have committed my all to Him, and 
He has taken from me the fears of death, judgment, and eternity. And I know 
that I’m saved. I know that I know that I’m a child of God. And if I should die 
today, I’d go to be with the Lord Jesus Christ.”

ACTION POINT Commit your life to Jesus. Believe on Him. Trust Him, and 
a transformation will take place. He will save you. He will satisfy you. He will 
secure you if you trust Him.
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 So we may boldly say: “The Lord is my helper;  

I will not fear. What can man do to me?”
HEBREWS 13:6

If you’re going to face this year with steadfast resolve, you must find your 
contentment, companionship, and confidence in Christ. Then, you will find 
your comfort in Christ. Then you may boldly say, “The Lord is my helper; I will 

not fear. What can man do to me?” 
I’m not telling you that life’s going to be all honey and no bees. The 

Christians to whom the book of Hebrews was written faced heartaches, trials, 
mockery, brutality, and opposition from family, friends, and foes alike. Yet they 
could boldly say, “The Lord is my helper.” 

Worry is a form of atheism—acting like God doesn’t exist. David 
Livingstone, a missionary to Africa, journaled on January 14th, 1856, that he 
was surrounded by hostile people in the heart of darkest Africa. Livingstone 
wrote, “Felt much turmoil of spirit in prospect of having all of my plans for 
the welfare of this great region and this teeming population knocked on the 
head by savages tomorrow….but I read that Jesus said, ‘All authority has been 
given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the 
nations…; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.’ This is the 
word of a gentleman of the most strict and sacred honor.” 

Friend, this coming year may be difficult for you. But you can stand upon 
the promises of the Word of God.

ACTION POINT We don’t know what the coming year will bring in the way of 
sickness, heartache or trouble. But I do know you can boldly say, “The Lord will 
be my helper. I will not fear. What can man do to me?” Find your contentment, 
your companionship, and your confidence in Jesus. In Him, you will find your 
comfort and your courage. 

3
G O O D  M O R N I N G ,  L O R D



6

january
Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to 

the things we have heard, lest we drift away.
HEBREWS 2:1

Life is like an ocean…a trackless ocean with winds, currents, and waves. We 
will meet ships we never knew were on that ocean, and we will have all 
kinds of opportunities, heartaches, tears and fears as we sail into a new 

year on an uncharted sea.
Scholars tell us that Hebrews 2:1 refers to the sea—the writer is using a 

nautical term. He must have spent time at sea because the phrase “giving 
more earnest heed” and the word slip refer to bringing a ship into the harbor, 
a difficult and sometimes dangerous task. A ship never just drifts into the 
harbor. The most skillful part of being a sea pilot is bringing the ship into the 
harbor. Let them slip literally means “drift away.” You have to be careful when 
you enter the harbor that you don’t end up on the rocks or drift past the 
harbor.

The worst thing that could happen to us this year is that we just drift 
through it, living an aimless life—letting this year happen to us rather than 
charting a course and getting into God’s appointed harbor. The winds of 
worldliness, the tides of circumstance, and the currents of the old nature are 
determined to cause you to drift. 

ACTION POINT You will drift unless you decide not to drift. You must have an 
anchor. You need a fixed direction. This is important, because drifting is one of 
the easiest things in the world to do. 
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Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in whatever 
state I am, to be content: I know how to be abased, and I know 

how to abound. Everywhere and in all things I have learned both 
to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need.

PHILIPPIANS 4:11-12

When Paul wrote this, he was in prison. But he said, “I’ve learned, in 
whatever state I am, to be content. All I need is in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. I don’t have to go outside of Him for contentment.”

The word content literally means “self-contained.” Back when the stock 
market crashed, there were men who jumped out of skyscrapers, committing 
suicide. Why? Because they lost the things they were trying to satisfy their 
hearts with. That was where their security was. Friend, you had better 
have your security, sufficiency, and satisfaction in something that can’t be 
tampered with. God is going to take care of you. He will never leave you nor 
forsake you.

We are afraid of being forsaken. Our friends will leave us. Our compatriots 
may forsake us. A lack of love causes depression, and that brings fear. 
Psychiatrists say that the greatest need we have on this earth is not a material 
need, but rather the ability to love and to be loved. And the Lord has said, 
“I will never leave you.” 

ACTION POINT Paul continues in verse 13, “I can do all things through 
Christ who strengthens me.” That literally means “I can do all things through 
Christ who is pouring His life into me.” Learn a life of contentment. Have the 
contentment of His provision—Christ Himself. The deepest need of your heart 
can be met in the Lord Jesus Christ.
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I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound. 

Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to be full 
and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need.

PHILIPPIANS 4:12

As we face the coming year, what we have in Jesus Christ—eternal 
security, salvation, a relationship with the King of kings—is worth 
multiplied billions and more. 

Today some of you find that you’re abased, saying, “I can hardly make it 
till the next paycheck.” Some of you are abounding. You have more than you 
ever thought or dreamed. If you have that, I’m happy for you. It is the Lord who 
gives you the ability to get wealth. Thank God for it. Don’t be ashamed of it.

From his prison cell Paul says, “I know how to be abased, and I know how 
to abound.” Would you say, “Lord, make me content with your provision. If 
I have food and clothing, I have enough. Forgive me, Lord, if I have the spirit of 
covetousness.” And then thank Him for the companionship of His presence. 
Know that you would not trade that for all of the wealth of the world. Thank 
Him for the confidence that you have in His promise in Hebrews 13:5. “Let your 
conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you have. 
For He Himself has said, ‘I will never leave you nor forsake you.’” And then take 
comfort in His protection and say, “God, no matter what happens, I will not 
fear what man shall do to me.” 

ACTION POINT Remember, whatever your situation is right now, God sees 
and knows. Nothing about you escapes His attention. Look to Him. If you have 
Jesus, friend, you have something wonderful. Thank Him, for in Him you have 
the riches of Christ, regardless of what you may or may not have in the bank.
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Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content 

with such things as you have. For He Himself has 
said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.”

HEBREWS 13:5

If you want to face a new year without fear, know the contentment of His 
provision. Discontent is a disease that breeds fear. The secret of contentment 
isn’t not wanting what we don’t have, but being grateful for what we do 

have. I wouldn’t sell the contentment I have in Jesus Christ for any price you 
could name. I am content in the Lord Jesus. That doesn’t mean I’m satisfied 
with myself, but that along with the Apostle Paul I can say it gladly and surely: 
“I can do all things through Christ who is pouring His life into me,” and “I have 
learned in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content” (Philippians 4:11).

Hebrews 10:34 says to the Hebrew Christians, “For you…joyfully accepted 
the plundering of your goods, knowing that you have a better and an 
enduring possession for yourselves in heaven.” Suppose today soldiers were 
to come into your house and carry out all of your material possessions. Could 
you still praise the Lord? If you were delighted in the Lord, you could. Psalm 
37:4 says “Delight yourself also in the Lord, and He shall give you the desires of 
your heart.” That doesn’t mean you’ll have every whim, every lust of your flesh 
satisfied. It means when you find all in Jesus Christ, when you delight yourself 
in the Lord, then what your heart has really been seeking for, it will find. What 
your heart really yearns for is God.

ACTION POINT If you want the source of your satisfaction, your sufficiency, 
and your security to be steadfast, then you must find it in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. As the hymn says, “All other ground is sinking sand.” *

* ”My Hope is Built on Nothing Less” — Edward Mote, 1834
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 Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one 
receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain it.

1 CORINTHIANS 9:24

Are you drifting? Sometimes we don’t realize what’s happening to 
us. The things we allow in our lives have a pull—the entertainment 
we watch, the society we are in—and drifting is a determined thing, 

drifting is a deceptive thing, and drifting is always a dangerous thing. Most 
people do not plan to fail…they simply do not plan anything. You need to have 
a goal. What is it that ruins us? Not overt dissipation—simply neglect. 

“For both He who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified are all of 
one, for which reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren” (Hebrews 2:11). 
That means we are partakers of the Divine nature. Have you become ho-hum 
about your salvation? Neglect your salvation this year, and you are going to 
end up on the rocks. You must determine your direction and firm up your 
discipline, or you’re going to drift. You cannot neglect so great a salvation. 

Many years ago, a Yale University study found that 3% of the students 
had written down specific goals. Twenty-two years later, a follow-up with 
those students revealed that the goal-writing 3% had achieved more than the 
other 97% put together. They were not drifters. They had goals in their lives. 
Sociologists find that 95% of people never have any written goals, but of the 
5% that do have written goals, 95% of that 5% have reached their goals.

ACTION POINT Write down today some goals for yourself in the coming 
year. We are body, soul, and spirit, so make three divisions: On one page write 
“Spiritual Goals.” On the second write “Physical Goals.” And on the third write 
“Personal Goals.” Do you have a goal? Do you have a vision? Be one of the 5%; 
not the 95%.

8
G O O D  M O R N I N G ,  L O R D



11

january
 Then I went down to the potter’s house, and there he was, 

making something at the wheel. And the vessel that he made of 
clay was marred in the hand of the potter; so he made it again 
into another vessel, as it seemed good to the potter to make.

JEREMIAH 18:3-4

The making of pottery is one of the oldest arts known to men. A potter 
takes clay and chops it and crushes it and molds it and squeezes it until 
it is soft and pliable. It is a beautiful thing to watch: a vessel of beauty, or 

a vessel of service, or both, emerge from that ugly clay.
There are three ingredients in the making of pottery: the Potter, the clay, 

and the wheel. God is the Potter. We are His workmanship. God is the Master 
Workman, working on us. Think of yourself as the clay and see what God can 
do with you, for He is at work in your life. The wheel is the circumstances of life. 
Don’t think the incidences in your life are meaningless. God wants to make 
something beautiful out of you. 

ACTION POINT Do you feel like a marred vessel today? Though you may not 
understand it now, every turn of the Potter’s wheel has been a part of God’s 
plan. If God does not rule, He overrules. He’s going to turn every Calvary to an 
Easter, every midnight to a sunrise. He is going to turn every tear to a pearl 
and make a diadem (a jeweled crown) for you. The last turn of the wheel 
hasn’t happened yet. Cease looking around. Instead, look up. Look to Jesus 
Christ. In faith, call out to Him. 
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Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying: “O house of Israel, 

can I not do with you as this potter?” says the Lord. “Look, as the clay 
is in the potter’s hand, so are you in My hand, O house of Israel!”

JEREMIAH 18:5-6

God the Potter has the clay upon His wheel—but something happens. 
It’s marred. It’s ruined. Did God make a mistake? The problem is not in 
the hands of the Potter. The problem is in the clay.

Now, what could be the problem in the clay? First, there might be some 
rock, some hidden impurity keeping the vessel from becoming what it ought 
to be. There may be some hidden impurity in your life, marring what God 
wants to do. Or it may just be that the clay is not broken enough. The clay is 
too stiff. The clay does not yield to the hand of the Potter. What is clay to do in 
the hand of the potter? We are to yield.

ACTION POINT Are you yielded? Can God form and shape you and make out 
of you what He wants? We must be willing to say, “Lord, You are the Potter, I’m 
the clay; mold me, make me after Thy will.” * Have you said, “Lord, here I am. 
Make of me what You wish. Do with me what You will”? Most of us dare not 
dream what we could be if we would allow God to have His way in our lives. 

* ”Have Thine Own Way, Lord” — lyrics by Adelaide Pollard, 1907
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