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Treasuring Truth

In this day, it is not values that we desperately need, but virtue. We must be able to 

differentiate truth and fact: we acquire facts, but learn truth. Facts deal with knowledge, 

and knowledge can double―but truth never changes, and is settled for eternity. In this 

message, Adrian Rogers shares the necessary steps we must take in treasuring truth.
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Treasuring Truth

In this day, it is not values that we desperately need, but virtue. We must be able to differentiate truth 
and fact: we acquire facts, but learn truth. Facts deal with knowledge, and knowledge can double, but 
truth never changes and is settled for eternity. We must make a habit of treasuring truth. 

Proverbs 23:23 says, “Buy the truth, and do not sell it, also wisdom and instruction and understanding.” 

We must prize the truth. 

It is indispensable, absolute, and attainable through the Word of God. It is not enough just to know the 
truth; knowledge without transformation avails nothing. We must see the transforming power behind 
it, through the Holy Spirit. 

We must also purchase the truth.

Adrian Rogers says, “Salvation is free, but truth is costly; you pay a price to have truth.”

John 8:31-32 says, “Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If you abide in My word, you are 
My disciples indeed. And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” 

Believing in Jesus is the first step in attaining truth; we must also abide in His Word, through 
discipleship. Discipleship is costly—it costs time, discipline and obedience; but ignorance is far more 
costly. We must study the Bible for enlightenment. If we know in knowledge but not in grace, we will 
be dangerous to ourselves and others.

Adrian Rogers says, “Truth is to your spirit what food is to your body, what light is to your eyes, what 
melody is to your ears.” We also study Scripture for our enjoyment; reading the Bible should not be 
perceived as punishment, but as a privilege. We read for our personal enrichment, to sharpen our 
minds and strengthen our wills. We read Scripture for our enablement, to grow in our faith and 
fellowship with others.

Finally, we must preserve the truth.

We must guard truth against those who will deny, distort, dilute and defile the Bible. We do this by 
proclaiming the Gospel truth: “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).

SERMON OVERVIEW
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Treasuring Truth

SERMON REFERENCE:  Proverbs 23:23
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1) INTRODUCTION
a) The casualty of present-day America is fallen truth.

i) We have sacrificed truth on the altar of pragmatism.
(1) We no longer ask, “Is it true?”
(2) We now ask, “Does it work?”

ii) We have lost the idea that there is such a thing as fixed truth.
b) Truth goes beyond facts.

i) Facts in and of themselves may be true, but there is a difference in acquiring facts and 
learning truth.
(1) We are drowning in facts.

(a) The Bible says that knowledge in the last days will increase.
(i) Daniel 12:4

(2) The Bible speaks of those who are ever learning but not coming to the knowledge of truth.
(a) 2 Timothy 3:7

ii) America today needs truth.
(1) Where does mere intellectual knowledge take us?

(a) We are seeing more suicides, more broken homes, more drug abuse, more illness 
and more heartache today than ever before; yet, we have facts.

iii) Facts are like a recipe; truth is the meal.
c) Proverbs 23:23
d) Satan is the sinister minister of evil and the master of camouflage and deception.

i) His method is to deceive; His method is the lie.
(1) John 8:44

(a) Jesus was speaking to the Pharisees in this passage.
(2) Satan is the master liar.
(3) There is no truth in Satan, and he has corrupted our world.

(a) He ruined God’s creation through a lie.
(i) Genesis 3:1-5

ii) Jesus said that Satan’s motive is murder.
(1) John 8:44
(2) Satan wants to bring death to youth, happiness, joy and purity.
(3) Satan wants to bring spiritual death, physical death and eternal death.

e) There are three specific things we learn about truth from Proverbs 23:23.
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2) WE MUST PRIZE THE TRUTH (PROVERBS 23:23)
a) We must value truth in our own hearts.
b) Truth is indispensable.

i) The Lord Jesus said that the Bible is truth.
(1) It is called the Word of truth.

(a) 2 Timothy 2:15
ii) The Holy Spirit is called the Spirit of truth.

(1) John 16:13
iii) The Lord Jesus said that He is the truth.

(1) John 14:6
iv) The church is called the pillar and the ground of truth.

(1) 1 Timothy 3:15
v) The Apostle John said that he had no greater joy than to know that his children walk in truth.

(1) 3 John 1:4
c) Truth is absolute.

i) We have lost our absolutes today.
(1) We are told that we must be tolerant.

(a) Yet, in medicine, we’re not told that we need to be tolerant.
(b) In mathematics and physics, we’re not told that we need to be tolerant.

(2) When it comes to the greatest truth of all, which is spiritual truth, we’re told that we 
need to be tolerant and that there are no fixed absolutes in the world.

d) Truth is attainable.
i) We can know the truth.
ii) The Bible is the precepts of truth.

(1) John 17:17
iii) Jesus Christ is the person of truth.

(1) John 14:6
iv) The Holy Spirit is the power of truth.

(1) John 16:13
e) If we have the precepts of truth and understand the person of truth but don’t have the power 

of truth, then truth without power is deadening and depressing.
i) This is what the Bible calls the letter of the law rather than the spirit of the law.
ii) Knowledge without transformation avails nothing.

(1) It only increases your judgment.
(a) If we hear the truth but don’t allow the Holy Spirit (who is the power of truth) to transform 

us from information to transformation, then our judgment will be all the greater.
(b) 2 Peter 2:21

(2) One day, we will give account for all the truth we have heard.
(a) It would have been better to have not heard the truth than to hear it and refuse to 

live by it.
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3) WE MUST PURCHASE THE TRUTH (PROVERBS 23:23)
a) We get the truth through wisdom, instruction and understanding.
b) The search for truth is costly.

i) There’s a price to pay if you would have truth.
c) John 8:31-32

i) The word “disciples” means “learners.”
ii) Truth alone will not make us free.

(1) No matter how much truth we’re surrounded by, if we do not know the truth, learn the 
truth or understand the truth, then that truth avails us nothing.

iii) Jesus is speaking in this passage to those who believe.
(1) We must believe.

iv) After we believe, then we must continue in the Word.
(1) In order to continue in the Word, we must be a disciple, a learner.

v) When we are a learner, then we will know the truth.
(1) And then the truth makes us free.

d) What keeps us going in our Christian lives is not what we feel but what we know.
i) It is truth that delivers us from ignorance and the bondage of sin.

e) Discipleship is costly, but ignorance is far more costly.
f) What will it cost to know truth?

i) It’s going to cost you time.
(1) Time is precious; however, ignorance is more costly than time.
(2) Hurry is the death knell of prayer, study and meditation.
(3) Most people do not pay the price to purchase truth.

ii) It will cost you discipline.
(1) Proverbs 23:23

(a) The word “instruction” may be translated “discipline.”
(i) Instruction means “self-discipline.”

(2) We can pray for wisdom, but we have to study for instruction.
(3) Very few Christians are serious Bible students.

(a) It is no wonder that we are so easily led astray.
(4) We never get beyond the place where we need to study.
(5) 2 Timothy 4:13

(a) The Apostle Paul was in prison when he wrote this.
(i) It was his second imprisonment.
(ii) It was perhaps the last letter he would ever write.

(b) He wanted something to protect his body.
(i) We should never get so spiritual that we neglect our bodies.
(ii) God knows that we have physical needs.

(c) Most scholars believe that the parchments here were the Old Testament Scriptures 
that Paul had.
(i) Paul was at the end of his life, and he was still a student.

1. He was proficient in many languages.
2. He wrote most of the New Testament.
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3. He had seen the Lord face to face.
4. He had been to Heaven and back in a vision.
5. He still wanted to read and study.

(6) There are at least four reasons why we should read:
(a) For enlightenment

(i) We need to get hold of truth.
1. Truth is to our spirit what food is to our body.
2. Truth is to our spirit what light is to our eyes.

(ii) Don’t read merely to get facts; read to get truth.
(iii) To know truth is to know God. 

1. To know truth is to know Jesus.
2. Jesus is truth.

(iv) All truth is God’s truth.
1. The devil doesn’t have any truth.

a. He is the source of deception.
(v) We need to read widely, in addition to the Bible, as the Apostle Paul did.

1. Paul was a very literate man.
a. He quoted the Greek poets and philosophers.

i. Acts 17:28
(vi) The Bible gives us a lens, a radar, by which we trust and test all other truth.

1. All real truth intersects.
2. When we learn the truth, then we will see how it relates to all other truths 

and how it comes together.
(vii) We are to be a channel of truth.

1. If we read and grow in knowledge but not in grace, then we will make 
ourselves obnoxious.
a. 1 Corinthians 8:1

(b) For enjoyment
(i) Reading is exciting.

1. We can meet people in books whom we’ve always wanted to meet.
2. We can visit periods of history.
3. We can visit faraway places in books.
4. We can read books that grapple with the great issues of life, death and 

eternity.
a. There are no problems that are new.

i. Ecclesiastes 1:9
(ii) When we read, we can learn great truths including theology, which is the 

greatest truth of all.
1. Theology is called the Queen of the Sciences.

(c) For enrichment
(i) Ignorance will cost you a lot more than books.
(ii) Your children can inherit your books and enjoy your knowledge.
(iii) Build character in your home by putting truth into your children.
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1. There needs to be devotional truth for the heart.
2. There needs to be doctrinal truth for the mind.
3. There needs to be practical truth for the will.

a. Children need to learn about missions, prayer, soul winning, home 
building, and other disciplines.

(iv) Are you growing in knowledge and in truth?
1. Are you excited about truth?

a. What new truths are you learning?
2. Are you experiencing freedom in your life?

a. John 8:32
b. Are you still in bondage to political correctness, prejudice, lies, the party 

line, pressures and fears?
3. Are you learning humility?

a. A person who is learning truth doesn’t tell you how much he knows, but 
how little he knows and how much he has yet to learn.

b. 1 Corinthians 8:1
4. Are you learning balance?

a. God helps us to have balance.
i. Not all worship and no evangelism.
ii. Not all evangelism and no worship.
iii. Not all prophecy and no devotion.
iv. Not all program and no meditation. 

(d) For enablement
(i) To allow us to do what we need to do.

1. We could not do what we need to do if we remain static and do not grow.
(ii) In order to do our jobs better, we need to upgrade our skills.
(iii) Reading alone will not help us improve.

1. We need to apply what we read.
(iv) Do not become a book recluse.

1. Readers are leaders, and leaders are readers.
iii) It will cost you obedience.

(1) If you are simply a gatherer of facts and a notetaker but do not obey what you hear, 
then you are living dangerously.

(2) Truth is transformational.
(3) Romans 12:1-2

(a) As your mind feeds on truth, your mind is renewed.
(4) If you learn truth but don’t act on it, you do yourself danger.

(a) Impression without expression leads to depression.
(5) James 1:22

(a) A person who hears the truth and does not act upon it is self-deceived.
(i) Someone who goes to church and raves about the choir and the sermon but 

does not put it into practice is self-deceived.
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(6) Matthew 7:26
(a) Jesus said that a person who hears His words but doesn’t obey them is a foolish person.

g) Proverbs 23:23
i) Buy the truth, and don’t sell it.

4) WE MUST PRESERVE THE TRUTH (PROVERBS 23:23)
a) Proverbs 23:23

i) There is nothing so valuable that we should exchange truth for it.
b) Titus 1:9
c) Philippians 1:27
d) Jude 1:3
e) We’re in a battle for truth.

i) There is an open war today on the Word of God.
(1) There are those who deny the truth.
(2) There are those who distort the truth.

(a) There are those who claim to get extra-biblical revelations and visions.
(i) This is a dangerous thing because soon these extra-biblical revelations become 

anti-biblical revelation, and people are led away from the Word of God.
(3) There are those who dilute the truth.

(a) They mix the truth with error to try to accommodate what they believe.
(i) For example, there are those who try to accommodate themselves to evolution 

because they believe that’s scientific truth, and yet, they say that they believe the Bible.
1. So, they say that they believe evolution is God’s way of doing it.
2. In truth, however, you cannot have both because they are antithetical.

(ii) They try to fit things together that do not fit.
(4) There are those who defile the truth.

(a) They preach what is true, but they do not live what they preach.
(i) They make merchandise of the Word of God.

(b) 2 Corinthians 2:17

5) CONCLUSION
a) Proverbs 23:23

i) “Buy the truth and sell it not.”
b) When the child of God looks into the Word of God and sees the Son of God and is changed 

by the Spirit of God into the image of God for the glory of God, then he has found the truth of 
God, as he’s been set free.

c) Jesus is the person of truth.
d) The Bible is the proclamation of truth.
e) The Holy Spirit is the power of truth.
f) The Lord Jesus Christ loves you so much that He died for you as if you had been the only one 

who ever needed it.
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i) He took your sins to the cross and paid your sin debt.
(1) What must you do?

(a) You must believe it.
(b) You must receive it.
(c) You must confess it.

g) Confess Jesus Christ as Lord.
h) Pray to Him now, asking Him to come into your life.
i) Call upon Jesus today. Repent (turn) from your sins, and turn to Jesus. Ask Him to forgive you 

of your sins, and acknowledge Him as Lord of your life.
i) Romans 3:23
ii) Romans 10:9-10
iii) Romans 10:13
iv) Acts 16:31
v) John 3:16
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Take God’s Word and find if you would Luke chapter 4 and we’re going to be talking today about 
how to handle temptation. While you’re finding it, let me tell you this. In football they say when you 
throw a pass, three things can happen, two of them are bad. In handling temptation, there are three 
ways that people try to deal with temptation, two of them are wrong.

One way that people deal with temptation is simply to give in to it. They’re not bothered by 
temptation because they do what they want to do when they want to do it. They’re like animals and 
we have a lot of people who are living like intelligent animals, really not so intelligent. An animal lives 
for selfgratification, selfpropagation, selfpreservation. An animal does what it wants to do because 
it wants to do it. It eats when it wants to eat, it sleeps when it wants to sleep, it does what it wants to 
do, propagate when it wants to propagate. And so the way that some people deal with temptation 
is just simply give into it. They really don’t even bother about what some of us would call temptation. 
Then the way that others deal with temptation is they try to fight it but they do it in the strength of 
their own flesh. And so they try and fail, they try, they fail, they try, they fail, and finally they’re like that 
woman who said, “I can overcome anything but temptation,” and maybe you’re that way. You just 
have failed and struggled so much.

There’re three ways, however. The third way is the way that we’re going to look at this morning 
and that is to teach us to understand both the example and the power for overcoming satanic 
temptation and we’re going to find that in the story of the temptation of the Lord Jesus Christ there 
in the wilderness. Because, friend, Jesus is our example and Jesus is our power.

Now why should you and I study this? Well, we need to study it because, first of all, friend; there 
is an enemy who would harm us. Look if you will here in Luke 4 verses 1 and 2, “And Jesus, being 
full of the Holy Ghost, returned from Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, being forty 
days tempted of the devil.” There is an enemy who would harm us. Now you may not understand 
that you have an enemy, but you have an enemy and he is a malevolent enemy and he wants to 
hurt you, harm you, and hurt and harm those you love and he has a plan, he has a strategy for your 
life. The dynamite is in place, the fuse is laid, the match is struck, you may be living high, wide, and 
handsome, but he’s setting you up for a fall. You have an enemy who would harm us.

Now don’t get so cocky about that. It’s not that you’re that important. Satan’s real war is with 
God. And evil persons have always known that if you can’t get at somebody, get at somebody that 
somebody loves and you’ve gotten at them anyway. And so Satan wants to get at God by getting at 
you because God loves you. There is an enemy that would harm you.
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Another reason we need to study today is not only the enemy that would harm us, but the 
experience that humbles us. I mean, most of us have failed and failed and failed and failed and 
we’re sick and tired of failing. We read about victory, we sing, “Oh, victory in Jesus,” but how many 
Christians do you know that you could say are really living a victorious life day after day after day, not 
being overcome but being over comers, not being victims but being victors.

The enemy that would harm us, experience that humbles us, and the example that helps us. 
Oh, friend, we need to study this because we’re going to find out what Jesus did when Jesus was 
tempted. And I want to say again, listen to me very carefully, that Jesus is both your example and He 
is your power. The Bible teaches that God gave us an example in the Lord Jesus and we are to walk 
as He walked. So we’re going to study what happened to the Lord Jesus when Jesus had a headon 
collision with the devil and how He came out of the wilderness victorious. And we’re going to learn 
some lessons today and I pray God that God the Holy Spirit will write this upon your heart so that you 
will begin to live a victorious life.

Now, let’s think for just a moment about the possibility of temptation. Notice again Luke 4 
verses 1 and 2, “And Jesus, being full of the Holy Ghost, returned from Jordan and was led by the 
Spirit into the wilderness, being forty days tempted of the devil.” Now it wasn’t just one temptation, 
for forty days He was tempted. “And in those days He did eat nothing and when they were ended 
He afterward hungered.” Now the Bible is completely inspired, but that almost sounds like an 
understatement. He fasted for forty days and then He was hungry. Yes, indeed, He was hungry and 
all of the artillery of hell was aimed at the Lord Jesus Christ.

Now I’m talking to you about the possibility of temptation. Here’s the first thing I want you to 
understand; temptation can come to any person, temptation can come to any person. Don’t think 
that when you get saved suddenly you have become immune to temptation. If the devil had the 
unmitigated gall, if the devil had the audacity to tempt the very Son of God, don’t you think he would 
tempt you? Do you think that somehow that you are immune? Jesus was tempted.

Now if you think that you’re not going to be tempted, do you know what you’re doing? You 
are tempting the devil to tempt you. The proud Christians tempts the devil to tempt him. The 
Bible clearly says, and you may put this in your margin, First Corinthians chapter 10 verses 12 and 
13, “Wherefore, let him that thinketh he standeth, take heed, lest he fall. There hath no temptation 
taken you but such as is common to man. But God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted 
above that you are able, but will with the temptation make a way of escape that you may be able to 
bear it.” You will be tempted, there is a way to overcome, and we need to understand that.

But put it down big, plain, and straight, temptation may come to any person. There’s not a 
mother’s child in this building that cannot and is not tempted. To be tempted is not a sin. Jesus was 
tempted in all points like as we are and the Bible says in Hebrews 4:15, “He was yet without sin.” Don’t 
get the idea that there must be something inherently wrong in you if you have temptations. There 
is something inherently right in you if you have temptations because it means that you are not in 
collusion with the devil but in collision with the devil. So temptation may come, number one, to any 
person. Have you got that?

12
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Now let me say something else about temptation. Not only may it come to any person, but it 
can come in any period, it can come in any period. Now look if you will again in Luke 4 verse 1, “And 
Jesus, being full of the Holy Ghost, returned from Jordan.” Well, where was He, what was happening 
in Jordan? Well, if you’ll go back to Luke chapter 3 verses 21 and 22, you’ll find that Jesus had just 
been baptized. It was, no pun intended, the highwater mark of His early ministry. The Lord Jesus has 
been down in Jordan, He’s baptized of John the Baptist, He comes up straightway out of the water, 
there comes a voice from Heaven saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased,” and 
the Spirit like a dove descended upon the Lord Jesus Christ. And now, after the dove, the devil. Think 
about it.

Did you know that some of your greatest temptations will come after some of your highest 
spiritual experiences? Did you know that? Did you know that temptation can come at any period? 
Sometimes people get in trouble because they’ve been in a revival meeting and they’ve been so 
gloriously, wonderfully blessed, they begin to praise God and then they begin to coast. Sometimes 
ministers will testify, they’ll get in some of the biggest arguments with their wife right after one 
of the most glorious revival meetings the church has ever known. Just because Satan comes to 
counterattack. It can come at any time. When you have the approval of Heaven, you’re going to have 
the assault of hell.

And you can study the men in the Bible who were tempted sorely after great victories. First Kings 
chapters 18 and 19, Elijah, after he saw 450 prophets defeated on Mount Carmel, he called down fire 
from Heaven, and then you see Elijah, backslidden, tempted, running from one woman, Jezebel. You 
see Moses in Exodus 14, Moses had just seen a great victory leading the children of Israel through 
the Red Sea on dry ground. What an incredible experience! Later on you see Moses in Numbers 
chapter 11 verse 15, out there in the wilderness asking God to kill him, just like Elijah asked God to kill 
him. You can study in the Bible, in Jonah chapter 3 and 4, you can find old Jonah. Jonah had been in 
a revival meeting and he saw an entire city about the size of Memphis, Tennessee or bigger, repent 
in sackcloth and ashes, Nineveh, and then Jonah, got so backslidden, he sat under a gourd vine and 
requested that he might die. Think about it. All of these people had great spiritual experiences.

Put it down; temptation can come to any person. Put it down; temptation can come in any 
period. Put it down; temptation can come in any place. Now here is the Lord Jesus out in the 
wilderness. Jesus is the last Adam. Jesus was tempted in a wilderness and Jesus overcame. Adam 
was tempted in a garden and Adam fell. The first Adam fell in the garden, the second Adam 
overcame in the wilderness.

Now Satan doesn’t care whether he comes to you in a garden or in the wilderness. Don’t get the 
idea that somehow you can isolate and insulate yourself from temptation. Church workers will know 
temptation. You know, every now and then somebody gets the idea, “Well, you know what, I’d just 
like to quit this job that I’m at where all these obscene jokes and all of this gambling and all of this 
profanity and dogeatdog, I’d just like to get in a church where everything would just be so holy. And I 
wouldn’t have any more temptation.”
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Sometimes people go all the way to a monastery and they find out you know they go to fast and 
pray and get off in some cliff, some hole in the rock, and they find out there’s no holiness in the hole. 
You cannot escape temptation by being in any place. Temptation may come to any person, it came 
to Jesus. It may come in any period, it came after His baptism, He’s filled with the Holy Spirit. It may 
come in any place, whether it be in a garden or whether it be in a wilderness. Friend, we need to be 
forewarned and it may come at any point, at any point.

Jesus was tempted. Look if you will again at this, Luke 4 verse 2, “And being forty days tempted 
of the devil.” Well how was Jesus tempted? Well, put in your Bible, Hebrews chapter 4 verse 15 and it 
speaks of Jesus, it calls Him our, “High Priest.” And it says, “For we have not a High Priest who cannot 
be touched with the feeling of our infirmities.” That is, He knows our weakness, He is touched, He 
sees how weak we are, because He goes on to say, “But was in all points tempted like as we are.” 
Jesus was tempted in all points like as we are.

Now that may shock you to know that Jesus was tempted in all points like as we are, but that’s 
what the Bible says. Temptation may come to any person, it may come in any period, it may come 
at any place, it may come at any point. Jesus was tempted in all points like as we are. “You mean, 
Pastor, Jesus was tempted to smoke dope, Jesus was tempted to run a red light?” Of course not. No, 
no. It doesn’t, he’s not talking here about individual incidences of temptation, he’s talking about the 
great major points of temptation. There are really only three, and the devil threw all three of these at 
Jesus in the wilderness, the same three that you will face this afternoon and tomorrow morning and 
next week and the rest of your life.

Now what are these points of temptation? The incidentals may vary, but put this down in your 
Bibles also. First John chapter 2 verse 16. Now listen to it, “For all that is in the world, the lust of the 
flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life is not of the Father, but is of the world.” Now you 
say, “That’s all that’s in the world, I mean that sums it up, that’s it.” You want me to tell you what 
temptation is? Temptation is, “The lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, the pride of life.”

Every temptation that you face is a component of one of these. It may be a syncretism of all 
three, it may be one of these individual, it may be two of them, but every temptation is made up of, 
“The lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life.” And you’re going to find out, that’s 
exactly how Satan tempted Jesus in the wilderness and that’s the reason the writer of Hebrews says 
that, “He was in all points tempted like as we and yet without sin.”

Now, let’s analyze these a little bit. What is the lust of the flesh? Well, that’s the sins that we do 
with our bodies. Now the flesh is not evil, but it can be made an operation of evil. That’s called the 
lust of the flesh. That deals in the area of physical appetites and actions, food, sex, liquor, rest, laziness, 
violence. All of these things are in the body. Now the Bible calls that the lust, the desires of the flesh. 
It deals primarily with the area of doing, got that? Doing.

Now, what about the lust of the eyes. Did you know that your eyes have an appetite just like your 
body has an appetite? The lust of the eyes. Have you ever heard anybody say, “Feast your eyes upon 
that?” The lust of the eyes does not deal with doing, the lust of the eyes has, deals with having. It 
means, things that will satisfy the aesthetic values, or whatever values that you have that you might 
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feast upon and feed your eyes upon. Now, so if the lust of the flesh deals with doing, the lust of the 
eyes deals with having, the lust of the flesh is primarily against the body, the lust of the eyes is a 
temptation against the soul, the inner person.

And then the pride of life. That doesn’t deal with doing or having, but it deals with being. Be 
somebody, be a hotshot, be a bigshot, have authority, have power, have respect, be famous, get 
everybody’s attention turned to you. Doing, having, being. “The lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, 
the pride of life.” The first, the lust of the flesh, that deals with our passions. The lust of the eyes, that 
deals with our possessions. The pride of life, that deals with our person, with who we are. And the 
Bible says that Jesus Christ, “Was tempted in all points like as we, yet without sin.”

How did Jesus overcome these temptations? What were these temptations that Jesus had? 
Well think about it. What was the lust of the flesh? Well, that was to turn stones in to bread. Look at 
it if you will here in Luke 4 verses 3 and 4, “And the devil said unto Him, ‘If Thou be the Son of God, 
command this stone that it be made bread.’ And Jesus answered him, saying, ‘It is written, that man 
shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.’”

 “Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light to my path, a lamp and a light.” You see what 
Satan said to Jesus was this, “Jesus, You’re hungry. You have miracle power, turn this stone into 
bread.” By the way, if you have ever traveled to Israel, you’ll find the ground is covered with little 
brown stones about this big that look exactly like a loaf of bread. It was incredible, you would think 
that you could put them in the market and until people touched them they would absolutely think 
that it’s a loaf of bread. He’s working on the imagination of the Lord Jesus and he says, “Turn these 
stones in to bread.”

Now what does that mean to you? What would that say to you? Make a god of your passions, 
whether it would be food, sleep, sex, liquor, games, whatever. That deals with doing, the lust of 
the flesh. Now listen. There’s nothing wrong with eating bread. Jesus fed His disciples bread, Jesus 
took bread in Luke 22:19 and said, “This is My body which is broken for you.” Jesus taught us to 
pray, “Give us this day our daily bread.” But what was this temptation? To put the desire of His flesh 
above the will of God. Jesus was led of the Spirit into the wilderness to fast, He was there by divine 
appointment.

What is sin? Sin is the misuse and the abuse of something that is normally right and good. Every 
sin is only a perversion of that which is good. So what he was saying to Jesus was, “Put bread above 
the will of God.” And that’s what he might say to you, in anything that may be normally good. But 
if you put it above the will of God then it becomes sin because what does the Bible say in Matthew 
chapter 6 verse 33? You remember that? “Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness 
and all these things shall be added unto you.” This was a temptation, just to put things, bread, above 
the will of God, to put God in second place. God will not take second place. And so you’re going to 
be tempted tomorrow with the lust of the flesh. That doesn’t mean that you’re going to be tempted 
to go down to one of these casinos, God forbid, but there will come to you temptations to put your 
things that you want to do above the will of God. All right, that’s the lust of the flesh.
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And how else did the devil tempt the Lord Jesus? With the lust of the eyes. Look in Luke 4 
verses 5 through 8 of this same chapter, “And the devil taketh Him up into a high mountain and 
showed unto Him,” there’s the lust of the eyes, “all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of 
time. And the devil said unto Him, ‘All this power will I give Thee, and the glory of them, for that is 
delivered unto me and to whomsoever I will give it. And if Thou, therefore, wilt worship me, all shall 
be thine.’” That is, “You’re going to have possessions.” “And Jesus answered and said unto him, ‘Get 
thee behind Me, Satan, for it is written, ‘Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God and Him only shalt 
thou serve.’’” That’s the lust of the eyes. And the devil makes some big offers; he made a big offer to 
Jesus. Adam, the first Adam, had turned it all over to Satan and Satan says, “Jesus, I’ll give it back to 
You if You’ll just worship me.” Jesus knew better than that.

Now it’s not wrong to have things! Passions are not wrong, possessions are not wrong. Doing is 
not wrong and having is not wrong. As a matter of fact, the Bible says in Deuteronomy 8:18, “It’s the 
Lord thy God that giveth thee poverty and wealth.” The Bible says in Exodus 20 verse 15, “Thou shalt 
not steal.” That is, “Don’t take from another person that which is rightfully his.”

But I’ll tell you what else the Bible says, First Timothy chapter 6 and verse 10, listen to it, “For the 
love of money is the root of all evil, which while some coveted after they have erred from the faith 
and have pierced themselves through with many sorrows.” Let’s find out if that’s your problem. 
Let’s find out if the devil’s been working on you. What are your personal goals? I mean, what 
consumes you, what do you think about, what are your greatest energies directed toward? Buying 
a house, retirement, getting an automobile, a particular vacation, socalled security, is that the 
thing that is most important to you? You say, “Pastor, there’s nothing wrong with that.” No, there is 
nothing wrong with that unless that’s what consumes you.

Are you more consumed with that? Are you more consumed with the character of your 
children? Are you consumed with growing in Christ? Are you consumed with getting out the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ? You see how the devil can take something that’s good in second place, put 
it in first place and then make it bad! Let me ask you a question. This’ll be a hard one to answer, so 
don’t answer it out loud. Is there any material possession that you own that you would not gladly 
depart with for the glory of Jesus Christ? Is there any material possession that you have that you 
would not gladly relinquish for the glory of Jesus Christ?

Now, just worship Satan and anytime you don’t put God first you’re worshiping Satan. Just 
worship Satan and all this will be yours. That deals with possessions. Satan offered Jesus all the 
kingdoms of the world, but folks, listen, people will sell out for a whole lot less than that. Judas 
sold out for thirty pieces of silver, Esau for a mess of pottage. I believe there are some people who 
would give up coming to church before they’d give up getting a new refrigerator. People are so 
materialistic. That’s the lust of the eyes and we all face it every day.

The lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and then the pride of life. Begin now in Luke 4 verses 
9 to 12 and see what Satan did to the Lord Jesus. You see, “And he brought Him to Jerusalem and 
sat Him on a pinnacle of the temple and said unto Him, ‘If Thou be the Son of God, cast Thyself 
down from hence, for it is written, ‘He shall give His angels charge over Thee to keep Thee, and in 
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their hands shall He bear Thee up, lest at any time Thou dash Thy foot against the stone.’ And Jesus, 
answering, said unto him, ‘It is said, ‘Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.’’”

Now what was this? Well, the Old Testament had said in Malachi 3 verse 1, “The Lord that you 
seek will come suddenly to His temple.” Now Jesus was the Messiah, He was the Son of God and 
what Satan is saying is this, “Jesus, what You need to do is to really make a dramatic entrance. What 
you need to do is to get up on that highest point of the temple and just step off. Now don’t worry, 
Jesus, because the Bible says, ‘He’ll send an angel escort,’ those angels will swoop under You, they 
will gird You up, and You will come with an angel escort, right down into the temple.”

You know, He didn’t come that way. He came riding on a donkey, didn’t He? But they said, “Oh, 
get an angel escort.” Ha, ha, that’s what Satan says, “And You just come wafting Your way down and 
angels will deliver You there right to the court of the temple and all of the people will say, ‘Look at 
that! Ha, ha!’ And Jesus, won’t You feel proud, won’t You be somebody?” See, that’s the pride of life.

Well, you say, “I don’t face temptations like that.” Oh, yes you do, every day. I mean, why do you 
think people have to have a brand new set of clothes every year. Well, to let everybody look at them. 
They don’t need new clothes necessarily. Why do you think the manufacturer will put a big ad in 
the paper that says, “Drive the car that’ll make your neighbors envious.” Why do you think that you 
get stuff in the mail from advertisers that’ll say something like this, “Dear Mr. Rogers, your name is 
on several mailing lists in which you are classified as being highly literate, progressive, interested in 
world affairs, good literature and science. Therefore, I know you will be interested in what I have to 
say.” Well, of course I will since he described me perfectly. I mean, they learn to deal with this called 
the pride of life. It happens.

Why do you think people gossip? The pride of life. You know what gossip is? Gossip is an attempt 
to pull somebody down hoping that you will elevate yourself above them. Why do you think that 
people have made a god out of their business? Not because they need more money, they can only 
eat one meal at a time, sleep on one bed at a time, live in one room at a time, I don’t care how fine it 
is, they’re not making money, they’re keeping score. I mean, it’s a game with them and they’ve got to 
be on top. It is absolutely the pride of life. Why do you think many people drink? Well, you say, “They 
drink because of the feeling they get.” Well what is the feeling they get? They are ten feet tall. They 
think they’re smart, they think they’re humorous, they think they’re wellliked. Somebody ought to 
make a movie of them and show them the next day what they were, but they think that way, they 
feel that way. And for a moment, they’re big, they’re big.

Now folks, again, the Bible says in Hebrews 4:15, “Jesus was tempted in all points like as we are. 
The lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, the pride of life,” doing, having, being, passions, possessions, 
pride. Got it? Okay, now. It can take a myriad of forms, but your temptations are not new. That’s the 
reason the apostle Paul said in First Corinthians 10 verse 13, “There hath no temptation taken you 
but such as is common to man.” Say, “Oh, I’ve got a special temptation.” No, you don’t. Yours is an 
ordinary garden variety temptation.

Now, very quickly, very quickly I want to give you some principles and show you how Jesus 
overcame the devil and I want you write these down and then you’re going to find out. We’ve talked 
about the possibility of temptation, now let’s talk about the principles of triumph.
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First of all, there’s the principle of sonship. Go back to chapter 3 and look if you will in verse 22. 
Look at it. Well, let’s start in verse 21, “And when all the people were baptized, it came to pass that 
Jesus also being baptized and praying the Heaven was open and the Holy Ghost descended in a 
bodily shape like a dove upon Him and a voice came from Heaven which said, ‘Thou art My beloved 
Son, in Thee I am well pleased.’” The starting place is to be a son, a daughter of God, that’s the 
starting place. You say, “But listen, that was Jesus, that was Jesus.” That also ought to be you. Listen, 
the Bible says in First john chapter 3 verse 1, “Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed 
upon us that we should be called the children of God, the children of God.” You see, Jesus’ favorite 
term for Himself was what, the Son of Man? He was the Son of God, but He didn’t call Himself the 
Son of God. Jesus called Himself the Son of Man. Why did Jesus Christ call Himself the Son of Man? 
To identify with us.

You see, Jesus became the Son of Man that we might become sons of God. Jesus was born of 
a virgin that we might be born again and Jesus is showing us not how to overcome Satan as God 
would overcome him, but how to overcome Satan as man would overcome him being born of God. 
Do you understand that? You’ve got to be saved, you’ve got to be born again. Folks, you don’t have 
chance, you don’t have half a hallelujah, you might as well be throwing snowballs at the Rock of 
Gibraltar than to try to overcome Satan without being born again. You’ve got to know the Lord Jesus 
Christ. So there’s the principle of sonship. Do you know the Lord Jesus Christ?

Second principle, the principle of submission. Now that verse I just read to you, Luke 3 verse 
22, it said this, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” Well, why was the Father well 
pleased with the Son? Because in John 8:29, the Lord Jesus said, “I do always those things that 
please Him.” “I am submitted to the will of My Father.” I want to ask you a forthright question. Is the 
consuming desire of your heart to do the will of God? Can God look at you right now, this moment, 
and say, “This is My beloved son, in whom I am well pleased?” Are you submitted to God’s will, do you 
really want to know God’s will, or do you just simply want to escape temptation and do your will? I’m 
telling you, as plainly as I can tell you, that victory is not for rebels, and unless you have bowed the 
knee to the Lordship of Jesus, unless you have made God sovereign in your life, that God can say to 
you or say about me, “He, she is My beloved son, My beloved daughter in whom I’m real pleased,” 
there’s no real hope for you to overcome Satan.

Now here’s the third thing. Not only sonship, not only submission, but there is principle of 
spiritual endowment. Now notice chapter 4 and verse 1. Look at it again. The Bible says, “And Jesus, 
being full of the Holy Ghost.” Do you see that? “Jesus, being full of the Holy Ghost.” Look if you will 
in Luke chapter 4 and verse 14, “And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit.” Look if you will, as to 
what He said in Luke 4 verse 18, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, for He hath anointed Me.”

It’s obvious, it’s obvious. Jesus did not overcome Satan as God, though He was God and is God. 
Jesus overcame Satan as man filled with the Spirit. Now if He didn’t overcome Satan as man filled 
with the Spirit, He could be no example to me, He would pull rank on me. I mean, what good would 
it do if He said, “I’m God, you’re a man, you be like Me.” I say, “I can’t.” But what if He says, “You’re man 
and I’m man and I’m filled with the Spirit and you be filled with the Spirit.” Then I say, “Yes, I can.” 



Jesus overcame Satan not with the inherent power that He had as Almighty God, but as a man filled 
with the Holy Spirit. That’s the reason the Bible commands us to be being filled with the Spirit of 
God. And the Lord Jesus was filled with the Spirit and we need to be filled with the Spirit. As I was 
studying this passage I came to First John 4 verse 4, “Ye are God’s little children and have overcome 
them because greater is He that is in you than he that is in the world.”

Here’s the fourth principle and I’m rushing now. All right, remember sonship, remember 
submission, remember the Spirit, and now here’s the next one, Scripture, Scripture, the principle 
of Scripture. Look if you will in Luke chapter 4 verse 4, “And Jesus answered, saying, ‘It is written.’” 
Look if you will again in Luke 4 verse 8, “And Jesus answered and said unto him, ‘Get thee behind 
Me, Satan, for it is written.’” Look if you will in Luke 4 verse 12, “And Jesus answering said unto him, 
‘It is said.’” And what He meant, “It is said in the Word of God.” Now when Satan came against the 
Lord Jesus, Jesus, a submissive Son of Almighty God, Jesus, filled with the Holy Spirit, then took the 
sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God and when Satan came with that temptation, Jesus ran 
him through with the Word! “It is written!” You have an idea as you read this that Jesus must’ve been 
having His quiet time in the book of Deuteronomy. He’s quoting the book of Deuteronomy. The Bible 
says that the Bible is, “The sword of the Spirit!” And it’s time that some of us learned to unsheathe the 
sword and use it! Yes. You don’t even know it to use it, so you need to get in the Word of God. There’s 
another verse I found, First John 2 verse 14, “I’ve written unto you fathers because you have known 
Him that is from the beginning. I have written unto you young men because you’re strong and the 
Word of God abideth in you and ye have overcome the wicked one.”

Now here’s the final thing that we have time for this morning, and it is the principle of 
satisfaction, the principle of satisfaction. You know what Jesus said about the devil, read John 14 
verse 30, “The devil comes and he finds nothing in Me. Hath nothing in Me.” What did Jesus mean by 
that? Jesus meant that Satan could offer Him anything He wanted, Jesus had no itch that the devil 
could scratch.

The devil said in Matthew 4 verses 3 and 4, “Turn these stones into bread.” Well Jesus had meat 
to eat that they knew not of. He said, “Man should not live by bread alone, but by every word that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” Jesus was satisfied already. Satan said in verse 8 through 10, 
“I’ll give You the kingdoms of this world.” What was that? A temptation to obtain a lawful heritage in 
an unlawful way. Jesus knew what He had. Jesus knew the prophecies, look in Revelation 11:15, “The 
kingdoms of the world are become the kingdoms of our Lord and His Christ.” He didn’t have to take 
a short cut. Matthew 4 verses 5 and 6, “Fall down from the temple.” Jesus didn’t have to do that, He 
knew that He came from God, He knew that He was going to God, He already had it. You see, what 
is temptation? Temptation is from Satan to satisfy a legitimate desire in an illegitimate way. Friend, 
you don’t have to do that. Understand who you are in the Lord Jesus Christ! And the devil says, “Hey, 
satisfy your passions.” I’ll tell him, “I’m satisfying my passions serving the Lord Jesus Christ.” Listen, it is 
a thrill to serve Jesus! Anything else is second place.

That deals with doing. Having, hey, friend, the Bible says, “All things are yours. The meek shall 
inherit the earth.” What do we have in the Lord Jesus Christ? Who would give up diamonds for dirt? 
Look up here. Now I don’t say it arrogantly, but you know who you’re looking at? A prince, a king, 
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royalty, next of kin to the holy Trinity. Jesus is not ashamed to call me His brother. The devil is a dirty 
liar. You need to understand what you have in the Lord Jesus. You see, Jesus knew who He was. There 
was the principle of satisfaction. He knew who He was, what He had, and where He was going. And 
so He wasn’t susceptible to this flimflam artist, this dirty liar, this filthy devil. Sonship, submission, the 
Holy Spirit, the Word of God, knowing who you are in the Lord Jesus. And Jesus is both the example 
and the power to do that. And God’s people said, Amen.

Bow your heads in prayer. Heads are bowed and eyes are closed. And while heads are bowed and 
eyes are closed, would you begin to pray that many today will say an everlasting yes to Jesus Christ? 
And if you want to be saved today, may I guide you in this prayer? Pray it like this, “Dear God, I know 
that You love me, and I know that You want to save me. I am a sinner. My sin deserves judgment and 
will receive judgment unless I get saved. But Lord, I want to be saved. Jesus, You died to save me. You 
promised to save me if I would trust You. I do trust You.” Tell Him that. “I do right now. Lord Jesus, I 
receive You as my Lord and Savior. Come into my heart. Forgive my sin. Save me. I believe You’re the 
Son of God. I believe You paid for my sin with Your blood. I believe that You were raised from the dead. 
I believe it and I receive it. And now begin to make me the person You want me to be, and help me 
never to be ashamed of You. In Your holy name I pray, Amen.
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