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INTRODUCTION
Mothers are perhaps the most powerful and influential force on the face of the Earth.
Motherhood is the anchor that holds the home.
There is a war against motherhood in America today.
The head of the home is the father, but the heart of the home is the mother.
We will look today at the life of a mother named Hannah.
Her name means “gracious.”
Hannah did not have an easy life.
Polygamy was tolerated in her day, and her husband had more than one wife.
Hannah was barren and was mocked, scorned and ridiculed by her husband’s other wife because of this fact.
She cried out to God that she might have a baby.
She wanted a baby that she could raise for God and give back to God.
Hannah is a picture of a maximum mother.
We will see five principles today that come out of the life of Hannah, particularly as they give guidelines for raising godly kids.
These principles also apply to fathers and anyone who desires to be something for God.

THE PRINCIPLE OF MAGNIFICENT PRIORITY (1 Samuel 1:10-11)
Hannah had her priorities right.
The desire of her heart was to have a child.
1 Samuel 1:10-11
Hannah prayed earnestly.
She had a God-given instinct (a desire placed in her heart by Almighty God) to have a child.
Psalm 127:3
Psalm 128:3-4
There is something wrong in America when little children are looked upon as burdens rather than blessings.
There is something drastically wrong when little babies are put to death in the mother’s womb and when would-be parents choose this world’s wealth over having a child.
Children do not make rich people poor; they make poor people rich.
Hannah did not think it was less than the best to be a mother.

THE PRINCIPLE OF MAGNIFICENT PRAYER (1 Samuel 1:10)
When we have our priorities in order, then our prayers line up behind those priorities.
Begin to pray for your children before they are born, even before they are conceived.
Children ought to come in an answer to prayer.
There are several women in Scripture who were barren; and in God’s grace, He gave each of these listed a child who blessed and changed the world.
Sarah was barren until she was 90 years of age.
Genesis 21:1-7
Sarah had Isaac.
Rachel prayed for a child, and God gave her Joseph.
Genesis 30:1, 22-24
Genesis 37:39-41
Ruth was barren, and God gave her Obed.
Ruth 4:13-17
Obed was the grandfather of King David, from whose line the Messiah would come.
Elizabeth was barren, and God answered her prayer and gave her John the Baptist.
Luke 1:57-63
John was the forerunner of Jesus.
Matthew 11:11
God gave to Hannah a baby boy named Samuel.
Samuel was the greatest individual in the Old Testament between Moses and King David.
God gave Samuel to Hannah because she prayed asking for a child that she could give back to Him.
We have a tragedy today of unwanted children.
What would the world be like without Isaac?
What would the world be like without Joseph or John the Baptist?
What would the world be like without Samuel?

THE PRINCIPLE OF MAGNIFICENT PURPOSE (1 Samuel 1:11)
Your prayer and priorities determine your purpose.
1 Samuel 1:11
“Shall no razor come upon his head.”
This meant that Hannah would give her son to be a Nazarite.
Nazarites were a special group of persons who had been given to God in a special way.
Numbers 6:5
In effect, Hannah was saying that she wanted a holy child; a child separated unto the Lord.
If the child has come from God and is a gift from God, then that child must be given back to God.
Hannah’s prayer must have been in the will of God because God heard her prayer and answered her prayer.
If you pray and ask God for a child, then your prayers must follow that child and you must have a purpose for your child.
Many prayers seem to go unanswered because we have twisted priorities.
3 John 4
Psalm 112:2
Rather than praying that your child be rich or successful, pray Scripture over your child.
Ephesians 3:14-21
We know we are praying in the will of God when we pray from the Word of God.
Many times our prayers for our children seem to go unanswered because we are not praying the right prayers for them.
Hannah had a purpose for her child to serve the Lord.
We cannot make our children serve the Lord.
We have goals for ourselves, desires for our children.
Our desire is for godly children.
Our goal is to be godly parents.

THE PRINCIPLE OF MAGNIFICENT PERSISTENCE (1 Samuel 1:12-20)
Not only did Hannah pray for Samuel before he was born, but she continued to pray for him after he was born in dark days.
No matter how dark, difficult and desolate the days may be, pray and keep praying.
Wait upon God.
Isaiah 40:31
Psalm 37:7
Psalm 27:14
Ephesians 6:18
Because of Hannah’s perseverance, her sorrow was turned to gladness.
The name Samuel means “asked of the Lord.”
I Samuel 2 contains Hannah’s prayer life for her son after his birth.

THE PRINCIPLE OF MAGNIFICENT PERSUASION (1 Samuel 1:21-28)
Once you pray with all of your heart, get your priority right, get your prayer right, get your purpose right, get your persistence right, then you begin to do what you alone can do to persuade that child for Jesus.
1 Samuel 1:22-28
Hannah was a wise woman to have such a priority, to make sacrifices and to bring Samuel to the house of the Lord.
A New Testament example of a godly mother who exhibited magnificent persuasion is that of Timothy’s mother and grandmother.
2 Timothy 1:5
A father has influence on a child, but the deepest impression is made by a mother.
There is nothing greater than to raise a child for Jesus Christ.
Never underestimate the power of a mother.

CONCLUSION
All children need the following:
Acceptance
Belonging
Confidence
To be a godly mother or parent, you first must be surrendered to the Lordship of Jesus Christ.
Do you know Jesus personally? If not, you can pray to Him today by asking Him to come into your life.
Call upon Jesus today. Repent (turn) from your sins, and turn to Jesus. Ask Him to forgive you of your sins, and acknowledge Him as Lord of your life.
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