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Liberated Living

Galatians 5:1
#1767

We live in a world that speaks much about freedom but knows little about it. Jesus came to set the captives free,
to break the power of sin.

Galatians 5:1 says, “Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free, and do not be entangled
again with a yoke of bondage.” When we understand the dimensions and dynamics of freedom in Christ, we can
live liberated lives.

In Jesus Christ, we are free from the bondage of legalism.

In Galatians 1:6, Paul questions why some deserted the Gospel of Jesus Christ and followed a “different gospel”.
The specific “gospel” these believers bought into had to do with self-effort and good works. But the true Gospel
reminds us of God's unconditional love. We cannot earn salvation on our own; it is the grace of God alone that
saves us from our sins.

Adrian Rogers says, “God’s love is an action toward us, not a reaction to us. It is not based on what we are but on
who He is." The true Gospel of grace speaks of the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ; anything else is
false.

We're also free from the bondage of criticism.

There are some who entangle fellow believers with their own preferences and subject them to criticism. But

we must stand fast in the liberty in which Christ has made us free. Though we must be conscious of our weaker
brothers, we cannot be in bondage to them. Every demand of the law has been paid in full by the blood of Jesus
Christ. We must remember who we are in Him and that He loves us.

Finally, we're saved from the bondage of fatalism, or the elemental forces of nature.

In Galatians 4, Paul discusses the Galatian church's fascination with astrology. In their obsession, some of these
believers had enslaved themselves to the idea of fate. But Christ has set us free from the slavery of circumstance.
We were in the heart and mind of God before the foundations of the world were established.

The cross of Jesus Christ reminds us that when we die to ourselves, we find liberated living.

Life Application
Are you living the executed, energized life in Christ? Don't stay in bondage today; you've been set free from
legalism, criticism, and fatalism. Praise God for all He's done in your life and walk with Him.
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INTRODUCTION
a) Jesus came to set the captives free.

i) He breaks the power of cancelled sin.
b) Satan wantsto enslave us.

i) Hewants to make us slaves and servants of sin.

i) Heis not looking for casualties.

(1) Heis looking for converts that he can enslave.

c) We have a world that speaks much about freedom but knows so little about it.
d) People want to cast off restraint, but it is Jesus who has come to set us free.
e) Galatians 51

i) Some translations say, “the yoke of self-effort”, instead of “the yoke of bondage”.
f) Intoday's message, we will discuss the freedom that we have in the Lord Jesus Christ.

THE DIMENSIONS OF A LIFE OF LIBERTY (GALATIANS 1:6-12)

a)

We are free from the bondage of legalism.
i) Galatians 1:6-7
(1) Some people were deserting the Gospel (verse 6), and some were perverting the Gospel
(verse 7).
(2) They were deserting the Gospel because of those who were perverting the Gospel.
(a) Satanis a pervert.
(i) He has no original material.
(i) All he can dois take that which is good, pure, holy, and righteous, and pervert it.
(il) He would rather pervert the Gospel than deny the Gospel.

1. If he can pervert the Gospel and get us to believe a corrupted Gospel rather
than the true Gospel, then we'll be satisfied with the substitute and become
synthetic Christians.

(b) God wants us to believe the true Gospel.
(i)  So, Satan has to come up with a substitute or imitation gospel.
1. Galatians 1.7
i) Galatians1.7-8
(M) “Let him be accursed” can be translated, “let him be condemned to Hell".
(2) Let the curse of Almighty God be upon him.
(@) This may sound narrow-minded or restrictive, but we are not talking about matters of
preference.
(i)  We are talking about matters of eternal destiny.
(b) Anyone who perverts the Gospel of Jesus Christ is worthy of God’s greatest judgment.
i) Galatians 19
(1) Itis not the messenger that validates the message.
(a) Even if a holy angel came to us and proclaimed that he had a new gospel, Paul said,
“Let him be accursed.”
(b) Paul said that if he changed his mind about the Gospel that he had preached and
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brought to us a new and modern gospel, then the judgment of God would be upon
him.
iv) Galatians 1110
(1) The Apostle Paul said that he was an amlbassador, not a politician.
(a) He did not come to please them.
(b) There is but one Gospel, not two or three.
(2) Jesus Christ is the only way to Heaven.
(@) Some may call this narrow-minded.
(i)  We want our airline pilot and doctor to be narrow-minded.
(i) But somehow in the matters that matter the most — our eternal destiny — people
say that it just does not matter what we believe.
1. They want to believe that all roads lead to Heaven.
a. Theydo not.
(3) There is one Gospel, and it is the Gospel of grace.
v) Paul gives us three tests to determine whether or not it is the true Gospel:
(1) The source test.
(a) Galatians1:11-12
(i)  This Gospel is not an invention of man.
(i) It was something that God gave.
1. Itisnotin man’'sinvention but in God's revelation.
(ili) Paul said that this is direct and divine revelation.
(b) Any true Gospel has to come fromm God Himself.
(i) Itis not good enough to just go to the church of our choice.
(i) We must go where they preach God's Word.
(2) The salvation test.
(a) Galatians 1.6
(i)  Any gospel that is not the Gospel of grace is not the true Gospel.
(b) How are we saved?
(i) Ephesians 2:8
(i) We cannot beg, buy, borrow, or earn it.
(ili) It is the grace of God, and it was bought by Christ on the cross.
1. When He finished it, it was accomplished.
2. We cannot deplete it or add to it.
(c) Itisthe supernatural work of God.
(3) The subject test.
(a) Galatians 1.6
(b) The Lord Jesus is the subject of the Gospel.
(i) Itisabout Him.
(i) Itis about His death, burial, and resurrection.
(c) 1Corinthians 151-4
(i)  Nothing else but the Gospel is the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ
for our sins.
1. Not a gospel that speaks about Him or alludes to Him, but a Gospel that
centers in Jesus Christ.
vi) What is salvation?
(M Itisnot a creed.
(@) Itis not saying that we believe certain things.
(i) People can believe the plan of salvation and still go to Hell.
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1. We are not saved by the plan of salvation.
2. We are saved by the Man of salvation.
(2) Itis not a code.
(@) Some believe that if they live right, then they will go to Heaven.
(b) Galatians 2:21
(i) Ifwe can be saved by living right, then Calvary was a blunder.
(3) Itis not a cause.
(a) Some believe that if they love everybody, then they will go to Heaven.
(4) Itis not a church.
(a) Itis not being a member of a good, fundamental, Bible-believing church.
(5) Itis Christ.
(@) The reason there is so much religious mayhem in the world today is because people
have met creeds, but not Christ.
(i) They have entered into codes of living, but not Christ.
(i) They have joined churches without meeting Christ.
(b) Salvation is not believing something.
(i) Salvation is receiving Someone.
(c) Jesusis not just a good way to Heaven.
(i) Jesusis the only way to Heaven.
1. Acts 412
2. Any other gospel is a false gospel.
vii) How does this liberate us?
(1) Ifwe do not understand that we are saved by the grace of God, then we will always be in
bondage to legalism.
(a) A person will never be able to know that they are saved.
(2) If we understand that we are saved by the grace of God, then we are free from the
bondage of legalism and self-effort.
(3) When we are saved by the grace of God, it all depends upon Him.
(a) We don't have to question if we are saved.
(b) We can know that we are saved.
(4) We are the sons and daughters of God, not the slaves of God.
(a) Galatians 47
(b) If we are trying to be saved by the law by being good, then we are servants.
(i) If we are saved by grace, then we are sons and daughters.
(c) Aservantis accepted on the basis of what he or she does.
(i) Ason isaccepted on the basis of who he is.
(d) The servant is anxious that he might please his master and be accepted based on his
workmanship.
(i) Theson s resting in his father's love and knows that he is accepted.
(i) The son is accepted because of his relationship with the father.
(e) The servant is accepted because of his productivity.
(i) The son is accepted because of his position.
(f) The servant knows that if he fails, then he may lose his position.
(i) The son knows that if he fails, he may be lovingly corrected, but he is still the
father's son.
viii) Grace is God's love shown to us where there is no merit on our behalf.
(1) It does not depend upon anything that we do.
(2) God does not say, ‘I love you because...” or “| love us since...” or “I love you if..."
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(a) Those are conditions.
(3) God's love for us is unconditional.
(@) If God's love for us depended upon anything in us, then if that thing changed, God'’s
love toward us would change.
(b) But it depends upon God, and His love toward us will not change.
(i) Thereis nothing we can do to stop God from loving us.
1. Romans 8:38-39
(4) God's love is an action toward us, not a reaction.
(@) It comes out of God's nature.
(b) Itis not based on what we are but on who He is.
(i) Therefore, we don't try to put ourselves in a position where God can love us.
(i) We react to the love of God that is there.
(c) God does not change us so that He can love us.
(i) Heloves us so He can change us.
(5) There is nothing that will change us and liberate us like the grace of God.
ix) We are free from self-effort.
(1) This is something that we put upon ourselves.
(2) Jesus came to set us free by His grace.
b) He came to set us free from criticism.
i) Galatians 2:4-5
i) The Bible tells us in the Gospel of John that the law came by Moses, but grace and truth
came by Jesus Christ.
(1) The law was rules, regulations, rituals, requirements, and restrictions.
(2) The law was to show us what kind of sinners we are; that we cannot be saved by keeping
the Law.
(a) Galatians 2:21
(b) The law can never save us.
(i) If the law could save us, then why did Jesus come?
1. The law came to show us that we need to be saved.
i) The Pharisees added to the law their own list of requirements.
(1) Paul called them false brethren.
(a) Galatians2:4
(2) The list makers don't come from outside the church but from inside.
(3) They would like to put us into subjection.
(4) This is not talking about God's genuine, holy commandments.
(a) These are, instead, external matters of preference that people try to put on us and
make us subject to criticism.
(5) The Apostle Paul was a freedom fighter.
(a) Galatians 2:11-21
(i) Simon Peter had been living by grace but had gone backward and allowed
Judaizers to begin to criticize him.
1. Galatians 51
iv) We ought to be concerned with what others think; we don't want to wound a weaker
brother's conscience.
(1) Romans 14
(2) We ought not to unnecessarily wound or grieve someone.
(3) But don't let the professional weaker brother (the list maker) put you under bondage.
(a) Itistheir problem until you allow it to be your problem.
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(b) You cannot make yourself sick to make them well.
v) Under legalism, we're in bondage to ourselves.
vi) Under criticism, we're in bondage to others.
c) Hecame to set us free from the bondage of fatalism.
i) Galatians 4.3
(1) In this passage, “the elements of the world" refers to the elemental forces of nature.
(@) The stars, planets, and the world of nature is fatalism.
i)  Galatians 4:9-11
(1) Paul was talking about those who are wrapped up in astrology.
(@) There are those who believe in fate and horoscopes.
(i) This is of the devil.
(b) Astrology means “the word of the stars.”
iii) There are those who believe they had a disaster because the stars weren't right.
(M With a child of God, there is no disaster.
(a) Romans 8:28
iv) God is God.
v) We are not victims of fate.
(1) We cannot say, “This is just the way | am.”
Vi) We are what we are by the grace of God, and that sets us free.
vii) Under fatalism, we are slaves to circumstance.
(1) But the grace of God will set us free from all of that.

3) THE DYNAMICS OF A LIFE OF LIBERTY (GALATIANS 2:20-21)
a) Itisall centered in the cross of Jesus Christ.
i) Galatians 2:20-21
(1) If we could be saved by being good, then Calvary was a blunder.
i)  Galatians 3:1
i) The cross is our Statue of Liberty.
iv) Itisthe cross that tells us of our freedom.
(1) The cross sets us free from legalism because every demand of the law was paid for with
the blood of Jesus Christ.
(2) The cross sets us free from criticism.
(a) People can criticize us, but we know who we are.
(b) Jesus loved us enough to die for us.
(3) The cross sets us free from fatalism.
(@) We were in the heart and mind of God before the foundation of the world.
(b) Jesus was slain before the foundation of the world.
b) Galatians 2:20
c) Itisan executed life.
i) We are crucified with Christ.
(M When Jesus died for us, we died with Him.
(2) His death had our names on it.
(3) He was our substitute, so we died with Him.
i) He didn't just take our sins to the cross.
(1) If He had only taken our sins, then that would still have left us.
(2) He took us to the cross.
(@) We died.
i) The problem is not what we do.
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(M Itiswhat we are.
iv) Romans 6:23
(1) Our sin demanded death.
(2) Jesusdied for us, and we died with Him.
d) Itisan exchanged life.
i) Galatians 2:20
i) Not only did He die and we died with Him, but He also arose and we arose with Him.
(1) The law has no more demand on us.
(2) We have paid in full, yet we live because Jesus Christ died and rose again.
iil) Jesus gave Himself for us that He might give Himself to us.
(M And now He inhabits our humanity.
e) Itisan energized life.
i) Galatians 2:20
(1) The life we now live, we live by the faith of the Son of God.
(2) Itis not faith “in” the Son of God.
(@) Thatis true, but this is not what this passage is saying.
(3) Itis faith “of” the Son of God.
(@) Hisfaithisin us.
(b) Hislifeisin us.
(c) He inhabits our humanity.
i) Thisisthe grace of God that sets us free.
f)  Sometimes we see a person that we think is a wonderful servant of God and wish we could be
like that.
(1) Itis not what that person is doing, but it is what God is doing in that person.
(a) Anyone will do if we let God in us be God.

4) CONCLUSION
a) Galatians 2:20
i)  Thatisliberty.
b) Do not let anyone put you under bondage.
c) Galatians 51
i) Stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ has set you free.
(1) Free from the bondage of legalism.
(2) Free from the bondage of criticism.
(3) Free from the bondage of fatalism.
(4) Freeindeed.
d) True freedom can only be found in the Lord Jesus Christ.
e) Do you know Jesus personally? If not, you can pray to Him today by asking Him to come into
your life.
f) Call upon Jesus today. Repent (turn) from your sins, and turn to Jesus. Ask Him to forgive you of
your sins, and acknowledge Him as Lord of your life.
i)  Romans 323
i) Romans10:9-10
i) Romans 10:13
iv) Acts 16:31
v) John 316
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We've been in the Book of Titus. | want you to turn today to the Book of Galatians as we continue our study
on God's Amazing Grace. And today we're talking on this subject: Liberated Living. | want you to look in
Calatians chapter 5 and verse 1. Galatians 5 and verse 1, “Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ
hath made usfree, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. Stand fast in the liberty wherewith
Christ has made us free.” Liberated Living. The Gospel of grace is God's emancipation proclamation. We love
to sing, “He breaks the power of canceled sin. He sets the prisoner free” And the Bible says in John 8:36, “If
the Son shall make you free, you will be free indeed.” Now, there are a lot of people who are free, but they're
not quite free indeed. Someone has said, “He is not truly free who drags his chain with him." | really want you
to see how great the grace of God is and the liberty that God's grace will give.

Now, remember thisabout Satan, Satan doesn't want casualties; he wants converts. And he wants to take
those converts and makes slaves out of them. And these people who are Satan's slaves are those, ironically,
these servants of Satan boast about their freedom. They boast, for example, about reproductive freedom,
which means the supposed right to live like alley cats and murder the unborn; they call that freedom. Or
they talk about freedom of the press, which means to print salacious literature. Not since Manhattan Island
was sold for $24 has so much dirt been sold so cheaply. And they call that freedom. But Second Peter 2 verse
19 says, “While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the slaves of corruption.” Now, Jesus came
to set you free. And there is nothing more liberating than grace, and there's nothing more wonderful than
a life of liberty.

Now | started at the end of Galatians, but | want you to go back to the first chapter of Galatians. Chapter
5and verse 1is a summation of all that we've seen. So go back to Galatians chapter 1and the very first thing
| want you to see is this. | want you to see the dimensions of a life of liberty. \WWhat are we free from? Well,
in the first place, by the grace of God, you are free from the bondage of legalism, and there's no greater
bondage than the bondage of legalism. Galatians chapter 1 and verse 6 through verse 12, the Apostle Paul
said, “I marvel that you're so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ,” now, underscore
that phrase, “the grace of Christ unto another gospel, which is not another, but there be some that trouble
you and would pervert the Gospel of Christ. But though we, or an angel from Heaven, preach any other
gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you. Let him be accursed. As we said before, so say
| now again, ‘If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed!
For do | now persuade men, or God? Or do | seek to please men? For if | yet pleased men, | should not be
a bondservant of Christ. But | certify you, brethren, that the Gospel which was preached of me is not after
man. For | neither received it of man, neither was | taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.” Now we
are, first of all, to be free from the yoke of legalism.

Now, look, if you will in verse 6 again, “I marvel that you are so soon removed from him that called you
into the grace of Christ unto another gospel” The first danger is that people desert the Gospel. They are
soon removed. It is an amazing thing to me how some people can be led away so easily from the true
Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

And after they desert the Gospel, then they pervert the Gospel, verse 7, and “Which is not another, but
there be some that trouble you and would pervert the Gospel of Christ.” Now, learn this about the devil. The
devil wants you to desert the Gospel, and the way that the devil gets you to desert the Gospel is to pervert
the Gospel. That's what verses 6 and 7 are all about, deserting and perverting the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

10
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Now, the devil does not deny the Gospel. He perverts the Gospel. There's hardly anybody in Christendom
who would say, ‘I don't believe the Gospel”, or “I don't preach the Gospel”. They all say they preach the Gospel,
but it is a perverted Gospel. Because the devil knows that if he can get you satisfied with a perversion of the
Gospel, that you will accept a perversion of the Gospel and end up with a synthetic salvation, not a real
salvation. And so Paul here says, “I am 100% against those who desert and those who pervert the Gospel.”

Now, Paul's going to say something that sounds almost unchristian. | want you to listen to it in Galatians
1verses 8 and 9, “But though we, or an angel from Heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that
which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. As we said before, so say | now again,” now, listen
to this, “If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed.” Nowy,
what he says here sounds almost unchristian, but Paul is a freedom fighter. He is fighting for freedom, and
he is not going to give one inch. When he says here, “If any man preaches any other gospel, let him be
accursed”, it literally means let him be given over to destruction. Phillips translates it, “Let him be damned.”
Let him go to Hell if he preaches any other gospel.

Now, the natural man recoils at this. That sounds narrow. That sounds bigoted. That sounds prejudiced.
But what the Apostle Paul is saying is, “There can be no compromise with Gospel truth.” It would be far
better to say that two plus two is five than to compromise the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Not only can there be no compromise, there can be no substitute for the Gospel. He says, “If you
preach another gospel, the wrath of God, the judgment of God is upon you.” And you say, “Adrian Rogers,
that's so narrow-minded.” Well, let me ask you a question. What is wrong with being narrow-minded if
that narrowness is truth? | want my pilot to be narrow-minded when he flies an airplane. | want him to
go through that checklist. And, if the flaps are supposed to be up or down, | want them to be up or down
accordingly. | certainly want my pharmacist to be narrow-minded. | like for my doctor and banker to be
narrow-minded. But somehow in the matter of our eternal destiny, we're supposed to be broad-minded.
Well, friend, if your destiny hinges on the truth of the Gospel, that is of paramount importance. \We're not
talking about your taste in music or your denominational preference. We're talking about your everlasting,
never dying soul. Now look in verse 7. He says, “They preach a gospel which is not another. It just sounds like
the Gospel. It is a counterfeit gospel.”

Now, what is the Gospel of Christ? What is the Gospel of grace? The grace of God, what is it? Let me give
you three marks of it and they're right here. Number one, the origin of this Gospel; it is supernatural in its
origin. Look in Galatians 1 verses 11 and 12, “But | certify you, brethren, that the Gospel which was preached
of me is not after man.” That is, “| didn't get it from any man." “For | neither received it of man, neither was |
taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.” The true Gospel is not man's invention; It is God's revelation.
There is but one Gospel. Now, if anybody preaches anything else, it's not the true Gospel. If it's new, it is not
true. Now, knowledge may double, but truth never changes. Get that. Knowledge may double, but truth
never changes. Paul says, “This Gospel that | got, | got by divine revelation.”

And then he says something here that is very, very interesting. Look, he says here in verses 8 and 9, “But
though we, or an angel from Heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached
unto you, let him be accursed. As we said before, so say | now again, ‘If any man preach any other gospel
unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed.” Now what is Paul saying? | don't think there's
anything that's much more emphatic than what he's saying right now, right here.

Suppose in this building this morning there came a genuine angel. | mean, no ifs, ands, and buts about
it. Let's suppose he came through those doors, down those stairs, and walked over here. Or let's suppose he
just sort of materialized and came down through the ceiling. | mean a bright, shining, glorious, wonderful,
genuine, industrial strength angel. | mean, he comes right here and he says, “People of Bellevue, you have
been chosen. | have been dispatched from Heaven. | am Michael the Archangel. | am here to tell you there's
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a new gospel.” Paul said, “Let him be damned if he says that. Let him e accursed if he said that. Let him go
to Hell if he says that.”

And Paul said, “If | come to you and say, ‘You remember what | used to tell you about the CGospel?’ I've
gotten a new revelation. | want to tell you something else now, something different. After all, | was the
one who told you the first time. Now I'm the one who's going to tell you the second time, but the second
time's going to be different.” Paul said, “The wrath of God would be upon me if | were to do that. If | were to
somehow get backslidden or changed or change my mind in any way, don't you believe it. There is but one
Gospel. It isirrevocable. It can never ever be changed.”

Now, folks, get this down big and plain and straight. We don't need a new and modern gospel for a new
and modern age; there is but one Gospel. And if any man preach any other gospel, Paul said, “Let him be
accursed.” I'm not cursing. I'm not using bad language, boys and girls, when | say, “God said, ‘Let him go
to Hell.” That's what God is saying. Any man is worthy of it, who would pervert or distort or substitute the
Gospel of Jesus Christ, even if it is an angel.

Now, | want you to learn something and learn it real, real well this morning. Listen to this pastor. It is
not the messenger who validates the message, it's the message that validates the messenger. Now, Paul
said, “Listen, even if he's an angel, even if he's an Apostle, no matter what, if he distorts the Gospel of Jesus
Christ, you cannot, should not, must not listen to him. No matter how many degrees he has, no matter how
persuasive he is, no matter what seminary he went to, no matter what, there is but one Gospel.”

Now, the devil is against the Gospel, and therefore you can find all over all kind of false religion. But
the true Gospel, number one, it is supernatural in its origin. Do you have that? Secondly, the true Gospel
is supernatural in its operation. Look, if you will, in Galatians 1 verse 6, and, ‘I marvel that you are so soon
removed from Him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel.” The Gospel, the true
Gospel, isrooted in Christ. It is the grace of Christ. You're saved by grace. That means it's not of works. There's
nothing good that you can do. Salvation is in Christ alone, by the cross alone, by grace alone, through faith
alone. That's the operation of the Gospel. You can't beg salvation. You can't buy salvation. You can't borrow
salvation. You can't steal salvation. You can't earn it. You can't learn it. You can't merit it. You can't inherit it.
Friend, by the work of Christ on the cross, it was completed and it'll never be repeated or depleted. It is the
Gospel of Christ.

Itis divine inits origin. It is divine in its operation, and it is divine in its object. And here's the clue, look at
it, “You're so soon removed from Him, verse 6, “unto Him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another
gospel.” Now, notice it is the grace of Christ, the grace of Christ. It is the Gospel of Christ. Supernatural in its
origin, supernatural in its operation, and supernatural in its object. The object of the Gospel is Christ. What
do we mean when we say the grace of Christ? What is that? What is the Gospel? That Christ died for our
sins. That he was buried. That he was raised again the third day. That's the Gospel. That's the grace of God.
It's not a Gospel that mentions Christ or alludes to Christ. It is the Gospel that centers in Christ.

Now, this is the reason that we have so much false religion in the world. Being saved is a personal
confrontation with Jesus Christ. Not a creed, not a code, not a cause, not a church, but Christ, Christ! Do you
know why we have so much false religion? People have met creeds and they've met causes and codes and
churches, but they've never had a personal confrontation with Jesus Christ. Salvation is receiving Christ. It is
believing on Christ. Acts 16:31, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.” You say, “Well, surely
Jesus was one of the world's great religious leaders.” No. Jesus is the only begotten Son of God and the only
way to Heaven. Does that offend you? Well, be offended. Be offended. If Jesus Christ is not the only way, He
is none of the ways. Because He becomes a liar and an imposter. He was the one who said, ‘| am the way,
the truth, and the life. And no man cometh unto the Father, but by Me." John 14 verse 6. The Apostle said in
Acts 412, “Neither is there salvation in any other, for there's none other name under Heaven given among
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men whereby we must be saved.” What is the Gospel? It is supernatural in its origin. It is supernatural in its
operation. It is supernatural in its object. It is the Gospel of Jesus Christ. And when you learn this, when you
learn this, folks, it sets you free from legalism, trying to be saved by being good.

David Seamands has written a book called “The Performance Trap”. | want you to look in Galatians 4
verse 7 for a moment, then | want to tell you what David Seamands had said. “Wherefore thou art no more
a servant, but a son.” Now, this is the difference between trying to be saved by the law and being saved by
grace. “Thou art no longer a servant, but a son.” A servant is accepted and appreciated on the basis of what
he does. A son is accepted and appreciated on the basis of who he is. A servant, a slave must begin the day
anxious that he would please his master that day. A true son begins the day resting, secure, knowing that
he's loved.

A servant is accepted on the basis of his workmanship, what he does, but a son is accepted on the basis
of his relationship. A servant knows that productivity and performance are the basis of his acceptance. A son
knows that his acceptance is on the basis of his position as a son. A servant has peace of mind at the end of
the day if he has proven worthy by his work, but he knows he begins the new day with a new anxiety. But
the son is secure all the day long knowing that tomorrow will not change his status as a member of the
family. A servant knows that if he fails, his whole position is at stake. But a son knows that if he fails, he will
be lovingly corrected, but he is not afraid of being thrown out of the family. That's the difference, folks. When
you understand that you're saved by the grace of God, it's the most liberating thing.

Somebody says, “Well, if | believe in salvation by grace, I'd just get saved and live any way | want to.” Well,
friend, | want to serve Him. | want to because of His amazing grace. Listen to this, God does not say, ‘I love
you because.” God does not say, “I love you when." God does not say, “I love you since.” God does not say, ‘I
love you if.” God just simply says, ‘I love you." His love is unconditional. That's grace. Now, if God were to put
some condition upon us, if there's something in us that causes God to love us, then that makes His love
conditional. But the reverse would be true. If God loved me because of my sweetness, my goodness, my
lovableness, that would mean if I'm not sweet, if I'm not good, if I'm not lovable, then God no longer loves
me. And His lack of love toward me would be failure on my part. Listen to this, God's love is unconditional.

Now, His love flows out of His nature. It is His action toward us, not His reaction to us. Does that make
sense to you? God loves us; it's just His nature. I've said it many times, God doesn't love us because we're
valuable; we're valuable because God loves us. God doesn't change us so He can love us; He loves us so he
can change us. Now, we need to be saved, first of all, from legalism, set free from the bondage of legalism.

Number two, we need to be set free from the bondage of criticism. Notice now in Galatians 2 verses
4 and 5. Well, let's go back to verse 3, “But neither Titus, who was with me, being a Greek, was compelled to
be circumcised.” Now, we've been in the book of Titus for the last several Sundays, and Paul used Titus as
a trophy of grace. Titus was a Gentile and they were trying to make Titus keep the Jewish laws. And verses
4 and 5 say, "And that because of false brethren unawares brought in, who came in privily to spy out our
liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage: to whom we gave place by
subjection, no, not for an hour; that the truth of the Gospel might continue in you.” Now, if the devil can't get
you by legalism, he'll try to get you by criticism and keep you into bondage.

Now, legalism is the bondage we put on ourselves; criticism is the bondage that other people put on
us. And many people have been put under bondage by these grace-busters, and there're plenty of them
around. You know, the Bible says in John 1 verse 17, “For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth
came by Jesus Christ.” Now, the law had requirements, rules, and rituals, regulations. The Pharisees took the
law and all of those rules, rituals, and regulations, and they made another list of their own as long asa man’s
arm. As a matter of fact, they finally had 613 of them. And then they would judge everybody else by these
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things. They had their little list. And if anybody stepped outside their little manmade list, well then they were
criticized.

And that's exactly what happened to Paul and to Titus. There came down from Jerusalem some of
these grace-busters with their little list. And Paul, who was free from legalism, said, “I'm also free from your
criticism.” It's not that we're not concerned what others think, but friend, you're in for a long, rough ride if you
become a slave to public opinion.

Now, Paul had a tender heart, but he had a tough hide. Look, in Galatians 2 verse 5. He said, “To whom
we gave place by subjection, no, not for an hour.” He said, “I refuse to become a slave to their opinion.” As a
matter of fact, he even rebuked Simon Peter because Simon Peter allowed that to happen. Look, if you will,
in Galatians chapter 2 verses 11 and 12, "“And when Peter was come to Antioch, | withstood him to the face,
because he was to be blamed. For before that certain came from James, he did eat with the Gentiles; but
when they were come, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing them which were of the circumcision.”
And Paul said, “Peter, you are normally strong. But when these people came in here, these legalists, these
people who were trying to get you to behave and walk in lockstep like they wanted you to lockstep, you had
been fellowshipping with the Gentiles, you had been enjoying your grace, and then you just reverted to your
own ways.” And Paul said, “I put my finger in Peter's face and | told Peter that he was wrong.” Now, listen,
folks, if you're not careful, there's going to be somebody and it may be somebody in the church who's going
to put you under bondage.

Notice what he says in Galatians 2 verse 4, “And that because of false brethren,” false brethren, that
means people in the church. Phillips translates this, “sham Christians”. There're a lot of people who are
legalists and they can't stand it when you're saved by grace. They can't stand it. | mean, it bothers them.
And they'll come out to check you out and they'll make their little list. I'm not talking about God's righteous
and holy commandments. I'm talking about their superficial, manmade preferences. And they'll say, “Well,
it offends me when you do that.” Now, we're not to offend weaker brothers, but I'm going to tell you there
are some professional weaker brothers you better watch out for. Professional weaker brothers, you know
what I'm talking about? Professional weaker brothers that have their list of things that they believe is right
or they're wrong. You go off to some conference somewhere, you go off to some seminar and you get your
little list and you come back and start checking everybody else out. Well, don't do it. And friend, don't let
somelbody do it to you.

Now, never wound a weaker brother's conscience. But if a weaker brother is a professional weaker
brother, he is sick and you can't make yourself sick to make him well. It's his problem to begin with. But if
you allow him to bring you into subjection, it becomes your problem. Paul said, “I didn't give space to that
bunch. One hour, I'll not do it” The grace of God, it frees you from legalism, free from the law, oh happy
condition. And the grace of God, it frees you from criticism. Friend, when you know you're right with God,
you don't have to worry about what somebody else has to say about you.

And then it frees you not only from legalism and not only from criticism, but it frees you from fatalism.
Now, let me show you something else here. Look, if you will, in chapter 4 verses 3 through 5 of Galatians,
“Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage,” there's our word bondage, “under the elements of
the world. But when the fullness of the time was come, God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made
under the law, to redeem them,” that is, to set them free, “that were under the law that we might receive the
adoption of sons.” Now, what does he mean here by “the elements” in verse 4? Look at it again, in chapter 4
and verse 3. What does he mean by that, “in bondage under the elements”? Well, the word elements here
means the elemental forces of nature. We're talking about the stars, the planets, nature, birth, what you are,
what sign you were born under. As a matter of fact, he really here has in mind the idea of astrology that had
already begun in Bible times.

14



SERMON TRANSCRIPT @

Look, if you will, in Galatians chapter 4 verses 9, 10 and 11, “But now, after that ye have known God, or
rather are known of God, how turn ye again to the weak and beggarly elements, wherein, whereunto ye
desire again to be in bondage?” Now, watch this, “Ye observe days, and months, and times, and years. I'm
afraid of you, lest | have bestowed upon you labor in vain.” When he's talking about days and months and
years and times and seasons, he's talking about the zodiac. He's talking about astrology. He's talking about
these beggarly elements. He's talking about people who believe that they're objects of fate, that they're
born under a certain star, that this thing could happen to them or that thing could happen to them.

How many of you pitiful people, if you do this are pitiful people, get up and read your horoscope, see
what's going to happen to you? Oh you say, “Well, it's just a little something | do." God pity you. God pity you.
That is the occult. It's out of Hell. It's of the devil. Friend, do you know what astrology means, astro-logos; the
word of the stars? You don't need the word of the stars; you've got the Word of God. You've got the Word of
God. You're not some object of fate.

Do you know what a disaster means? An aster is a star. Disaster means your stars weren't right. That's
a disaster. Oh, friend, there's no disasters to the children of God. Romans 8228, “All things work together for
good to those who love God, who are the called according to His purpose.” Friend, when you understand
the grace of God, you don't feel that you're a victim of circumstance because you can say, ‘I am what | am,
not by fate, but | am what | am by the grace of God."” Amen. By the grace of God. It's wonderful. Grace sets
you free. You're free from legalism. You're free from criticism. You're free from fatalism. You're free in the Lord
Jesus. And that's the reason he says in Galatians chapter 5 and verse 1, “Stand fast in the liberty wherewith
Christ has made you free, and be not entangled again in the yoke of bondage.”

Well, how does this work out? | mean, how does this work out in life? Well, it's all in the cross. Look in
Galatians chapter 2 verses 20 and 21. Get ready for a blessing. Look at it. Here's the Gospel; here's how it
works, “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless | live; yet not |, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which |
now live in the flesh | live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me. | do not
frustrate the grace of God.” So many of us have been frustrating the grace of God. That's a rich phrase, isn't
it? "I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain.” That
means if you could be saved by being good, Calvary was a blunder. “If righteousness come by the law, then
Christ is dead in vain.” And go right on through to Galatians chapter 3 verse 1, “O foolish Galatians, who hath
bewitched you, that you should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently
set forth, crucified among you?" What he's saying is, “Somebody beguiled you, somebody bewitched you,
somebody got your eyes off of the cross and onto something else.” It's all in the cross.

Now, let me tell you how the grace of God works. What is the Christian life? First of all, it is an executed
life: “I am crucified with Christ” You see that in verse 20. That's talking about you. That's talking about me.
When Jesus Christ died for me, He died as my substitute. And when He died for me, therefore, | died with
Him. Now, get this down big and plain and straight. He didn't just die for your sins to take away your sins.
He died to take away you; you. The problem is not what you do; the problem is who you are. | am crucified
with Christ. I am the one that deserved to die. | was the one nailed up on that cross. You say, “I thought it
was Jesus.” Yes, it was me, because He died for me and I died with Him, and His death had my name on it.
And when He paid, my debt was paid. Do you understand that? I'm crucified with Christ. He died for me.
It's done. And friend, therefore, if a man is convicted of a crime and put in the electric chair and they pull
the switch and the coroner comes and says, “He's dead”, they'll never do that to him again. If they see him
walking down the street tomorrow, too bad. How he ever came back alive is none of their business. He's paid
his bill in full. He is dead, pronounced dead. He can't be brought into double jeopardy.

So that's the first place. This life is an executed life. But now wait a minute, it is an exchanged life. Look
at it, Galatians 2:20, “I'm crucified with Christ: nevertheless, I live; yet not |, but Christ liveth in me.” Now, | died
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with Him and | rose with Him. You're looking at a resurrected man. You're looking at a man who has already
died and already been resurrected. His name is Adrian Rogers. | died with Him. | rose with Him. | have been
executed, and | have been raised. And now His death had my name on it, but I'm not with Him in the grave
because He has a life that the grave could not handle, and that life is mine. | am raised with the Lord Jesus
Christ.

But now watch, it is an executed life. It is an exchanged life. “Nevertheless, | live; yet not |, but Christ that
liveth within me.” And it is an energized life. Here it is, “And the life which | now live in the flesh, right here in
this body, | live by the faith of the Son of God." Not faith in the Son of God, the faith of the Son of God. His life
isin me. His faith isin me! In me! In you! “I live by the faith of the Son of God who loved me and gave Himself
for me.” Nowy, listen, the one who gave Himself for me is the one who gave Himself to me. Is this getting
through? Look, folks, we're talking about grace. We're talking about something incredibly wonderful. We're
talking about liberty. An executed life, an exchanged life, an energized life.

lan Thomas, the great preacher, dear man of God, Major lan Thomas. He's got one of the greatest
illustrations. He talks about Moses going out there in the wilderness and he sees that burning bush.
Remember the story? There's a burning bush out there in the wilderness. Now, Moses started out to be a
missionary, ended up a murderer. He's on the backside of the desert now. Been out there in the backside
of the desert in exile. And in Exodus 3.5, God says, “Moses, take off your shoes. The place where you stand is
holy ground.” And there's a bush. It's just burning, but it's not consumed. And lan Thomas imagines Moses
looking at that bush and saying, “Oh, oh, look at that. What an amazing bush. Why, | tried to burn for God
and | burned myself out in 24 hours, and I've been a pile of ashes ever since. And there's a bush. It just keeps
on burning. What a wonderful, wonderful bush that is.”

And then Major Thomas imagines God saying to Moses, “Moses, it's not the bush. Moses, you see that
other bush over there? | could do that with that bush, or with that bush, or with that bush, or with that
bush, or with that bush, or with that bush, or with that bush, or with this bush.” It's not the bush. It's God in
the bush. Any old bush will do. Isn't that great? Any old bush will do. It's not the bush. Oh, sometimes we
look at people and we say, “Oh, what a wonderful Christian. Isn't it wonderful how God is using him? Isn't
it wonderful how God is using her?” It's not him. It's not her. It's the grace of God. “I'm crucified with Christ:
nevertheless, | live; yet not |, but Christ lives in me.” It is God in the bush. And friend, that is the grace of God
and that is liberty from legalism and criticism and fatalism. “The Son shall make you free; you'll be free
indeed.” Amen.

Let's pray. Father, thank you for Your Word, how sweet it isand how precious itis. Lord God, help us today
to understand it better and to believe it and to stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ is set us free.

Now, while heads are bowed and eyes are closed. If you're not certain that you're saved, would you like
to be saved, would you? Would you like to know that you really do have life? Jesus said, “I've come that you
might have life.” Could I lead you in a prayer? We'll call this prayer the sinner’s prayer. And you can pray and
accept Christ as your personal Lord and Savior. You can do it right now. Would you pray this prayer? “Dear
God, I know that You love me. Thank You for loving me. And | know that You want to save me. Jesus, You died
to save me and You promised to save me if | would trust You. Jesus, | do trust You. | believe You're the Son of
God. | believe you paid for my sin with Your blood on the cross. | believe that God raised You from the dead.
And now | receive You as my Lord and Savior. Forgive my sin. Cleanse me. Come into my life. Take control
of my life and begin today to make me the person You want me to be. And Jesus, give me the courage to
make it public. Help me never to be ashamed of You. In Your name | pray, Amen.”
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