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How to Raise Godly Children

1Samuel 1
#1714

It's well been said that the head of the home is the husband, but the heart of the home is the mother.
Perhaps the most powerful and influential class of people in the world today are mothers.

1Samuel 1tells the story of Hannah, a barren woman who wanted more than anything else to have a
son. After much prayer, God gave Hannah a son named Samuel, who was considered one of the greatest
prophets of the Old Testament.

Hannah's story offers five powerful principles for raising godly children.

The first is the Principle of Proper Priority: “And she was in bitterness of soul, and prayed to the Lord and
wept in anguish” (1 Samuel 110). Hannah had a God-given instinct to be a mother. She recognized that
there is no greater earthly blessing than children.

The second principle is the Power of Prayer. Adrian Rogers says, “The time to begin to raise godly children
is before they're born, and even before they're conceived.”

Hannah is one of several women in the Bible who were considered barren and were later given children by
God: other examples are Sarah, Rachel, Ruth, and Elizabeth. Their children went on to bless the world and
glorify God. Understanding this, we should begin praying for our children before they are ever conceived.

The third principle of raising godly children is the Principle of Purpose: Hannah's reason for wanting a
child was to dedicate him back to God. She wanted to glorify God through her child. Our prayers for our
children should not regard their wealth or power, but how they will glorify God.

The fourth is the Principle of Persistence: “Go in peace, and the God of Israel grant your petition which
you have asked of Him" (1 Samuel 1:17). Hannah was a woman of prayer, but not just prayer easily uttered
and soon forgotten. She continued to pray before and after this child was born. By her example, we learn to
never waver in our prayers, no matter how dark the circumstances.

Finally, there's the Principle of Persuasion. A mother makes the deepest impression on a child; her chief
weapon in her arsenal is the influence she has over her children.

Life Application

Are you raising your children for the glory of God? Remember, those who will take that priority, make
that prayer, own that purpose, commit to that persistence and persuasion, by the grace of God, will raise
godly children.
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INTRODUCTION
a) The head of the home is the husband, but the heart of the home is the mother.
b) Today's message will speak about the incredible power and influence of a godly mother in raising
godly children.
c) The most powerful and influential class of people in the world today are mothers.
d) The Scripture today will focus on a mother named Hannah.
i) The name “Hannah” means “gracious.”
i) Hannah was indeed gracious and a maximum mom.
e) Hannah did not live in ideal circumstances.
i) Shelived in a day of polygamy.
i) She had an adversary.
(1) There was another wife in the home who ridiculed her, taunted her and made fun of her
because she was barren.
f)  Hannah had no children, and she wanted more than anything else to have a son to serve God.
g) Hannah prayed and asked God to give her a son.
i) God answered her prayer and gave her a son named Samuel.
i) Samuel became one of the greatest prophets in the Old Testament.
(1) Heis the most significant figure between Moses and David.
h) We learn five powerful principles for raising godly children from Hannah.

i) What Hannah did is a great instruction for us today.

THE PRINCIPLE AND THE POWER OF PROPER PRIORITY (1 SAMUEL 1:10)

a)

1Samuel 12,10
i) Hannah had no children.
i)  She was heartlbroken because she wanted a baby.

(1) She wanted God to bless her with a child.
Hannah had a God-given instinct to be a mother.
Children are a blessing from God.
i) Psalm127:3
i) Thereis probably no greater earthly blessing than children.
i) Psalm1283-4
There is something basically wrong in America when we have a generation today that does not
desire to have children.
i) They look upon children as burdens rather than blessings.
i) Children do not make a rich man poor; they make a poor man rich.

(1) The rich man cannot take his money to Heaven.

(2) We can take our children to Heaven.

(@) Ourriches are in our children.

There is something drastically wrong when we have a generation that is putting children to death
in @ mother's womb.
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i) Itisanabomination to Almighty God.
f)  Hannah's proper priority was that she wanted children.
i) Children are a blessing of the Lord.

3) THE PRINCIPLE AND POWER OF PRAYER (1 SAMUEL 1:10)
a) 1Samuel 110
i)  Hannah prayed unto the Lord.
b) The time to begin to raise godly children is before they're born and even before they're conceived.
i) We should begin to pray for our children before they're even conceived.
c) God answered her prayer and gave her a child.
i) That child was named Samuel.
(M “Samuel” means “asked of the Lord.”
d) There are many children who have been a blessing to the world because their mothers prayed and
asked for a child.
i) Sarah had a son in answer to prayer when she was ninety years old.
(1) Up until then, she had been barren.
i) Rachel, who was also barren, asked for a child.

(1) God heard Rachel, and she had a son named Joseph.

(2) Genesis 30:22-24

(3) Joseph became the mighty deliverer of his people.

i) Manoah's wife was barren, and she wanted a son.

(1) Judges13:2-3

(2) God gave her a son named Samson, who became the judge of Israel and the deliverer of
GCod's people.

iv) Ruth the Moabitess was a widow and was barren.
(1) God was gracious to Ruth and gave to her Obed, the grandfather of David.
(@) Through David, Ruth was in the house and lineage of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
v) Zachariah and Elisabeth did not have a child.
(1) They prayed and asked God for a child, and God sent John the Baptist.
(@) Luke113
(2) Luke7:28
vi) All of the above were miracle births.
vii) The world has been blessed by these babies who came in answer to prayer.

(1) Have you ever wondered why God has not sent a cure for cancer, or why God hasn't raised
up a statesman to help the nations live together or why God hasn't yet raised up a leader to
take Billy Graham’s place?

(@) Could it be perhaps that these leaders have been aborted in their mothers' womlos?

4) THE PRINCIPLE AND THE POWER OF PURPOSE (1 SAMUEL 1:11)

a) 1Samuel 11

i) She promised the Lord that if He would give her a child that she would give that child back to
the Lord.

i) Her purpose in prayer was that her child would glorify the Lord.

b) One of the principles in having godly children is to see your child as a gift from God.
i) Because your child is a gift fromn God, you then give that child back to God.

c) Whatisyour purpose and ambition for your children?
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i) Isitfame?
i) Isit money?
i) Isit prestige?
iv) Are your prayers being answered for your children?
(1) James 43
(@) We don't receive because we ask for the wrong things.
(2) We should pray that our children come to know and love God with all of their heart.
(@) 3John 14
d) Psalm 127:3-4
i) Arrows are to be shot at the enemy.
i) Our children are to be used in the warfare against Satan.
(1) We're to use those arrows as best we know how to shoot at the enemy.
e) We can pray and ask God to bless our children because our prayers for them are not that they be
wealthy or powerful or influential, but that they will know and love God and be used of God.
f)  We cannot control our children.
i) They must make their own decisions.
(1) We have desires for our children: we have goals for ourselves.
(2) Your desire for your children is that they be godly children; your goal for yourself is that you
be a godly parent.

5) THE PRINCIPLE AND THE POWER OF PERSISTANCE (1 SAMUEL 1:12-17)
a) 1Samuel 1:12-17
i) Theword “marked” in verse 12 means “noticed.”
b) Hannah was a woman of prayer, but not just prayer easily uttered and soon forgotten.
i) She prayed and prayed and continued to pray before and after this child was born.
(1) 1Samuel 2 contains Hannah's prayer as she rejoiced in the strength and power of her great
God.
c) We should persist in prayer and absolutely refuse to let Satan have his way in the hearts and lives of
our children.
d) The principle here is to never waver in prayer, no matter how dark the circumstances.
i) Just keep on keeping on.
e) lsaiah 40:31
f) Psalm 2714
g) There will be times, as parents, when we think we have failed.
i) Ifyou have a wayward teenager or a rebellious child, keep praying.
h) Hannah prayed and did not quit praying until God gave her a child.
i) Itwas God's plan to give Hannah a child.
(1) We know this because Hannah asked for a specific thing, and God gave her a specific
thing.
i) The prayer that was in Hannah's heart was put there by God.
(1) The prayer that gets to Heaven starts in Heaven.
i) When we persist in prayer, God will show us His will.
i) Prayer will enable God's will to be done in our hearts and in our lives.
j) If God gives you children, then you must persist in praying for those children and never cease
praying for your children.
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6) THE PRINCIPLE AND THE POWER OF PERSUASION (1 SAMUEL 1:21-22)
a) Both mother and father have influence on a child, but a mother makes the deepest impression on
a child, especially during the early days.
b) 2Timothy 1.5
i) Timothy loved the Lord because of the influence of his grandmother and mother.
c) What influences children is the life they see lived by their parents.
d) One statistic stated that roughly one-third of the boys surveyed said that they would go to their
father if they had a problem.
i) More than two-thirds said that they would go to their mother.
e) 1Samuel 1:21-22
i) Hannah would not leave her child and let someone else have those precious years.
(1) She had a responsibility to train her child.
f)  1Samuel 2119
i) When Samuel went to stay with the prophet Eli, Hannah would sew a special little coat for him
each year and take it to him when she and her husband went to offer the yearly sacrifice.
g) Abraham Lincoln credited his mother for the man that he grew to be.
h) St. Augustine, one of the church fathers, was once a prodigal and lived a decadent life.
i) His mother, Monica, stayed on her knees praying for her son to be saved.
i) Asaresult, Augustine was saved.
i) Two brothers, John and Charles Wesley, are known as the fathers of the Methodist church.
i) Their mother, Susanna, is known as the mother of Methodism because she put that faith in the
heart of her children.
j)  Mothers have the power of persuasion and influence.

7) CONCLUSION
a) We can raise godly children if we will take that priority, that prayer, that purpose, that persistence
and that persuasion and put them together.
b) But the first step in raising godly children is to be a child of God yourself.
i) Theonly way to be a child of God is to be born into the family of God.
i) The only way to be born into the family of God is to receive Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior.
(1) Have you done that?
(2) Areyou saved?
c) Do you know Jesus personally? If not, you can pray to Him today by asking Him to come into your
life.
d) Call upon Jesus today. Repent (turn) from your sins, and turn to Jesus. Ask Him to forgive you of
your sins, and acknowledge Him as Lord of your life.

i)  Romans 323

i) Romans10:9-10
i) Romans10:13
iv) Acts16:3]

v) John 316
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Be finding, please, in God's Word, First Samuel chapter 1. Today we're talking on this subject, “How to
Raise Godly Children”. Sometimes when you speak to a woman and you might say to her in the course of
the conversation, “And what do you do?” And she may say, “Oh, I'm just a mother. I'm just a homemaker,
that's all” What an understatement. Just a mother. Just a homemaker. | want to say without any stutter,
without any stammer, without any equivocation, without any apology, without hesitation, and without
any exaggeration, the most powerful class of people on this Earth are mothers. | mean that with all of my
heart. That is not a sentimental thought, that's not just a thought for Mother's Day. Well it has been said,
“The hand that rocks the cradle rules the world." The man may be the head of the home, but the mother
is the heart of the home.

Now in First Samuel chapter 1, we're going to meet a mother whose name was Hannah. And today if
your name is Anne, or Annie, you're named after this woman. And you're honored to be named after her,
because the name “Hannah” means “gracious”. And what a gracious woman she was. In my estimation
Hannah was a maximum mom. But it wasn't easy for her to be a maximum mom because she did not
live in ideal circumstances. And you don't have to be in an ideal circumstance to be a maximum mother.
As a matter of fact, Hannah lived in a time when polygamy was permitted, and it was tolerated, at least
in that day. And she was one of two wives. The other wife had children; Hannah was barren. She had no
children and she was heartbroken. And on top of that she was ridiculed and taunted by the other woman
that was her adversary.

She prayed, and God gave her children. And the first child that God gave her was a man named
Samuel who became one of the greatest prophets in all history. And in the story of Hannah, and in her
prayer, and in her ministry to that boy, | want you to see today some principles. These are principles that
| want to give to every mother here, and for that matter to all of us, on how to raise godly children. Now
these principles come right out of the Word of God.

Now, there're several things | want you to notice about Hannah. The first thing | want you to notice is
her motherly instinct, her motherly instinct and the power of priority. Look if you will in First Samuel
chapter 1verse 2, the last part of verse 2, “Hannah had no children.” Then look in verse 10, “And she was
in bitterness of soul, and prayed to the Lord, and wept sore.” That is, she was heartbroken. Why was she
heartbroken? Because she didn't have a baby and she wanted a baby. Right away | want you to see the
instinct God put in her heart, and the priority that was there, and the power of that priority.

There is something drastically wrong in America today when we are raising a generation of young
ladies who have no desire to be mothers. The Bible says in Psalm 127 verse 3, “Lo, children are an heritage
to the Lord: and the fruit of the womb is His reward.” The Bible declares in Psalm 128 verses 3 and 4,
speaking of a man who is blessed, and the Bible says, “Thy wife shall be as a fruitful vine by the sides of
thine house: thy children like olive plants round about thy table. Behold, thus shall the man be blessed
that feareth the Lord.” Do you have God's priority for your priority? Or do you say, “Well, my priority is to
exercise my talents, my gifts. | want to be somebody in today's world.” There is something basically wrong
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in America when we have come to look upon children as burdens rather than blessings. Say Amen. It is
true. There is something basically wrong.

I'm going to tell you something else, there is something drastically wrong when little babies are killed
in their mother's womb: drastically wrong. You see, the safest place on this Earth ought to be the mother’s
womb, but many times it is the most dangerous place. My heart goes out to those ladies who want to
have children and cannot have them. Those who are not blessed with the ability to bear children. But oh,
those who are married and do not have children for selfish reasons, or for other reasons, | feel sorry for you.
You are missing a blessing. You say, “But children today, they cost so much. They're so much time. They're
so much trouble. Children will make a rich man poor.” Oh no. They make a poor man rich. The rich man
can't take his money to Heaven, I'm taking all my children to Heaven. Now friend, listen to me, listen to me,
| want you to see, first of all, her instinct, her instinct and the power of priority. Her motherly instinct was
to have a child. And she said, “Oh God, Oh God, give me a baby.”

Now here's the second thing | want you to see, not only her motherly instinct, but | want you to see
her motherly intercession and the power of prayer. Look, if you will, in First Samuel 1 verse 10, “And she
was in bitterness of soul, and prayed unto the Lord, and wept sore.” Do you know when you begin to raise
godly children? Listen very carefully, before they are born and before they're conceived, that's when you
begin to raise godly children. Before she had conceived she's down on her knees praying. And her prayer
was one of desperation. And she prayed and said, “Oh God, | want You to give to me a baby.” And God
answered her prayer. And Samuel was born because of her prayer.

| was thinking of all the children who've been born in the Bible, we read about, who were born in
answer to prayer. Born of women who, heretofore, could not have had children. Sarah waited until 90 years
of age to have a baby. As a result of prayer and faith she gave birth to a child whose name was Isaac who
blessed the world. Rachel, | have a granddaughter named Rachel. Rachel, in Genesis 30 verse 1, prayed
and said, “Oh God, ‘Give me children or | die” And God heard her prayer, and her son was Joseph who
delivered the nation of Israel. Manoah's wife was barren, but touched by prayer and faith and the hand
of God, she conceived and brought forth a son whose name was Sampson, who was a mighty judge in
Israel. Ruth was not only childless, but she was a widow. But she prayed and God enabled her to conceive
and she gave birth to a son who was Obed. And Obed was the grandfather of King David, and is in the
line and the lineage of the Savior because she prayed. Elizabeth was a woman stricken in years, a woman
who'd not had a child, and Elizabeth prayed. And God gave Elizabeth a child, and the name of that child
was John, John the Baptist. And Jesus said of that child in Matthew 1111, “There was not a greater born of
woman than John the Baptist.” Born because a mother said, “Oh God, | want a child.”

And here in the Old Testament is Hannah, Hannah praying and asking God, “Oh God, please, please,
God, give me a child.” And Samuel was born who is a great prophet in Israel, perhaps the most well-known
person between Moses and David was the little boy who was born. Oh, | tell you something friend, we
need more children who are born in answer to prayer. That was a good place for an Amen. We need more
children who are born in an answer to prayer.

And again | want to come back to the tragedy of abortion. When there're mothers who are praying
and asking God for children, there're others who're taking the blessing of the Lord and putting God's
blessing to death. We're praying, “God, why don't You give us a cure for cancer? God, isn't there some
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answer to the AIDS problem? Oh God, what are we going to do about the problem of this thing or that
thing in our world today? God, why don't you send us an answer?” Maybe God might say, “I did send you
an answer, | gave you a child and that child had the answer to that problem, and you killed that child in
his mother's womb." “Oh God, why don't You send us a prophet? Why don't You send somebody to lead
the nation?” God did send a prophet and his name was Samuel.

Now there's a third thing | want you to see. Not only do | want you to see her motherly instincts and
the power of priority, and not only do | want you to see her motherly intercession and the power of prayer,
But I want you to see her motherly intention and the power of purpose. \Why did she want a child? Look
in First Samuel 1 verse 11, “And she vowed a vow, and said, ‘O Lord of hosts, if thou wilt indeed look on the
affliction of thine handmaid, and remember me, and not forget thine handmaid, but wilt give unto thine
handmaid a man child, then | will give him unto the Lord all the days of his life, and there shall no razor

come upon his head.” Now, what was her purpose? She said, “Oh God, | want a child, and | want that child
to glorify You."

Now here's the principle, the principle is clear, that we should see every child as a gift from God and
therefore as a gift to be given back to God. Hannah said, “God, if You'll give me this baby, Lord, I'll give him
back to You and I'll give him back to You to be a Nazarite." That's what she meant when she said, “No razor
will come upon his head.” In Numbers chapter 6 and verse 5, here's what is the vow of a Nazarite, “All the
days of the vow of his separation there shall no razor come upon his head: until the days be fulfilled, in the
which he separateth himself unto the Lord.” Now, what that meant was simply this, she was saying, “Oh
God, if You will give me a boy | will give that boy back to You.” And evidently that prayer had been put in
her heart because God answered the prayer. And remember, the prayer that gets to Heaven is the prayer
that starts in Heaven. She was praying and God the Holy Spirit prompted her to pray this particular prayer.

Do you know why many mothers are failing to raise godly children? They do not have the power of
purpose. What is your purpose for your child? What do you want for your child? Mothers, what is the
prayer for your child? Is it for health, success, popularity, fame, wealth? Is that what you pray for your child?
Do you think that if your son, that brilliant boy of yours, were to become a minister it would be a waste
of time? Or a missionary who would bury his life overseas someplace where no one would ever hear of
him? Do you think that perhaps would be a tragic waste? Maybe that's the reason that God is not hearing
your prayer. Maybe you don't have a priority. Maybe you don't have a purpose for your child. Do you think,
perhaps, if Hannah had prayed, “Oh God, give me a baby, but Lord, | just want him to have a life of ease
and luxury, I want him to be well known, and | want to bask in the sunlight of his fame”, do you think that
prayer would have been answered?

James says in James chapter 4 and verse 3, “We ask and receive not because we ask amiss, that we
might consume it upon our lusts” Do you remember that Scripture that | read to you a few moments
ago in Psalm 127 verses 3 and 4 that says, “The fruit of the womb is God's reward"? That Psalm goes on
to say, “As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man: so are the children of one’s youth.” What are arrows
for? Arrows are to be shot at the enemy. And every child that God gives you is to be an arrow shot against
Satan’'s kingdom. That's what Hannah was praying for.

What are your ambitions for your children? Do you know what my ambition for my children is? | can
give it to you from the Word of God, from Third John and verse 4, “| have no greater joy than to know that

10
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my children walk in the truth.” That's it; | have no greater joy. I've been married to a precious mother, and
| saw that there, “The Midnight Oil", and | thought of the godly, gracious lady that I'm married to. And
folks, | have seen that scene played so many times, | cannot tell you the times when | would waken in the
morning, early in the morning to find my precious, darling wife out on her knees praying for her children,
interceding. Joyce and | almost every day of our lives sit at the breakfast table and join our hands together
and pray, and pray for our children. | don't remember ever that we've asked God to make them wealthy. |
don't remember ever that we've asked God to make them successful. | don't remember ever that we have
asked Cod to make them famous. But | can tell you that we have prayed that they would be used of God,
that they would walk in the truth.

And | know that's what Hannah wanted. Hannah said, “Oh God, if You'll give me a child, if You'll give
me a child, if You'll give me a child, God, he will be used for You." “I have no greater joy than to know that
my children walk in the truth.” | don't care whether they're known or not known. | don't care whether
they're rich or impoverished; I'd rather them have enough. I'd rather them be healthy; of course, | have.
But my great joy, my great desire for my children, and that of my precious wife, is that they walk in the
truth. | love that song that says this, “Give of thy sons to bear the message glorious; give of thy wealth to
speed them on their way. Pour out your souls for them in prayer victorious; and all thou spendest Jesus
will repay.” Amen.

Here's a fourth thing | want you to see about Hannah. | want you to not only see her intention but |
want you to see her intensity and the power of persistence. Do you think that she just uttered one little
prayer and that was it? Begin reading in First Samuel 1 verse 12 through verse 17, “And it came to pass,
as she continued praying,” underscore that, “as she continued praying before the Lord, that Eli marked
her mouth.” That is, he took notice that her lips were moving. “And Hannah, she spake in her heart; only
her lips moved, but her voice was not heard.” Here's Hannah as she's praying, and her mouth is moving
but you can't hear the words coming out. “Therefore Eli thought that she'd been drunken. And Eli said
unto her, ‘How long wilt thou be drunken? Put away thy wine from thee! And Hannah answered and
said, ‘No, my lord, | am a woman of a sorrowful spirit: | have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but have
poured out my soul before the Lord. Count not thine handmaid to be a daughter of Belial: for out of the
abundance of my complaint and grief have | spoken hitherto." And Eli answered and said, ‘Go in peace:
and the God of Israel grant thee thy petition that thou hast asked of Him.”

Here was a woman who prayed with such intensity that ole Eli thought she was drunk. Eli thought
that perhaps she had been lingering in wine, but what she was doing was praying, and praying, and
praying, and praying, and pouring out her soul to Almighty God. | said I'm going to talk to you about how
to rear godly children. There's no decision that you can make in this service or any service, there're no facts
that you can get, there're no techniques that you can assimilate that will take the place of persistence. The
power of persistence.

There will be times when you think you've lost it. There will be times when you think it's over, you've
failed. That is unless you're a Bob Sorrell and you've got a sweet little, one little sweet daughter that, poor
Bob, poor benighted soul. He doesn't anything. He had one precious little girl. Sweet as honey, precious.
Mostly that's cause of Buna, not Bob. But anyway, | tell you what, in our family you'd have to know some
of these creatures from another world that God gave us. And | can remember back when we were raising
our two eldest, back in the 60's, it was like riding a bucking bronco. | mean everything was pulling at them.
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That's when the Beetles were coming along, and all of these outward influences. And oh, day after day,
line upon line, precept upon precept, prayer upon prayer, chastisement upon chastisement, love upon
love, it had to be done. Day in and day out, and day in and day out, and day in and day out. And here is
Hannah persisting in prayer.

And if you will read this chapter, not only did she pray here, but you read, as you continue to read
in chapter 2. Boy, when you read the prayer of Hannah in chapter 2, | want to tell you this woman was
a mighty woman in prayer. If | had a need and Hannah was around, after reading that prayer again in
chapter 2,  would say, “Dear Hannah, if you could just pray for me, | wish you would pray for me.” Hannah
knew how to wait on God. Isaiah chapter 40 verse 31, “But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their
strength.” Psalm 37 verse 7, “Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for Him." Psalm 27 verse 14, “Wait on the
Lord: and be of good courage.” Psalm 34 verse 4, “| sought the Lord, and He heard me.” Jeremiah 29 verse
12, “Then shall ye call upon Me, and ye shall go and pray unto Me, and | will hearken unto you. And ye
shall seek Me, and find Me, when ye shall search for Me with all your heart.” Ephesians 6 verse 18, “Praying
always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit.” Luke 18:1, “And he spake a parable unto them to this
end, that men ought always to pray, and not to faint.” Here was a woman who got hold of God and she
would not let go.

Now you say, “Pastor Rogers, | don't have a baby. If | prayed like Hannah prayed, would you guarantee
the God would give me a baby?” No, | can't guarantee that. That may not be God's plan for you, that may
not be God's plan. And if it's not God's plan, then you must pray until you know the will of God. But in
persistent prayer God's will is found and God'’s will is done. God had a special plan for precious Hannah.
But that plan, | am convinced, would never have come to pass had she not prayed and got hold of God.

And so you see her motherly instincts and the power of priority. You see, my precious friend, her
motherly intercession and the power of prayer. You see her motherly intention and the power of purpose.
You see her motherly intensity and the power of persistency as she is praying, and praying, and does not
stop. There is not cheap way, there's not easy way, there's no lazy way to raise godly kids. It's a battle, but
it is well worth it.

Now here's the last thing | want you to see. | want you to see her motherly influence and the power
of persuasion, the power of persuasion. Look if you will in First Samuel chapter 1 verses 21 and 22, “And
the man Elkanah, and all his house, went up to offer unto the Lord the yearly sacrifice, and his vow. But
Hannah went not up; for she said unto her husband, ‘I will not go up until the child be weaned, and then |
will bring him, that he may appear before the Lord, and there abide forever.” It's very obvious that Hannah
has some priorities. And out of that priority was this, “I'm going to stay with this child in these formative
years, because ‘well begun is half done.” You know, a father has an influence on a child, but a mother
makes the deepest impression on a child, especially in that child's infancy. And here was a woman who

changed the course of history, literally, changed the course of history.

Look over, if you will, in First Samuel chapter 3and look in verse 19, “And Samuel grew, and the Lord was
with him, and did let none of his words fall to the ground. And all Israel from Dan even to Beersheba knew
that Samuel was established to be a prophet of the Lord." Well where did this begin? Well it began in the
heart of this mother. She stayed with him, she rocked him, she loved him, she sang to him. Look, if you will,
in chapter 2 verses 18 and 19, “But Samuel ministered before the Lord, being a child, girded with a linen
ephod. Moreover his mother made him a little coat, and brought it to him from year to year, when she
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came up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice.” Not only did she teach him at her knee, not only
did she visit him and teach him when he was there with Eli, but she did little deeds of love and kindness
for him. She sewed little coats and garments for him and brought them to him. All of these things were
in her heart and in her mind as she's trying to influence this child for the Lord.

I look at my own children and | say, “What influence did my sermons have?" And to tell you the truth,
| don't think a whole lot. | think they enjoyed my sermons, but | really believe that the greatest influence
in the life of my children has been the life that Joyce and | have lived before them. And | would tighten
the focus a little bit more, and | would say the greatest influence on the life of the children has been the
influence of their godly mother. | believe that. That's not just rhetoric to sound good.

And | think of men whose lives have been influenced by their mother. | think of the former pastor of
this church, Dr. Robert G. Lee. | think of the many times he made reference to his godly mother and the
influence she had on him. | think of the great Abraham Lincoln. Abraham Lincoln said, “All that | am and
all that | ever hope to be | owe to my angel mother.” I've had the privilege to sit down face-to-face with the
past President of the United States, George Bush, talk with him and pray with him. George Bush looked
me in the eye and told me what his godly mother meant to him. And then with deep conviction said, “If
she's not in Heaven, no one is in Heaven.”

| think of Augustine the great theologian, whose mother, Monica, prayed for him and prayed him into
the kingdom. | think of John Wesley, | think of Charles Wesley, what an influence the world owes to the
Wesley's, the founders of Methodism. But the biographer said, “It was not John and Charles, but it was
Suzanna their mother who was the mother of Methodism.” Thank God for Dr. Billy Graham. But Dr. Billy
Graham said this, and | quote, speaking of his mother, “She was one of the most beautiful women I've ever
known and she instilled in me a love for the Bible, even when it didn't seem to interest me. She began
to read to my brothers and sisters from devotionals and many times | thought them extremely boring.
Although the testimony of my mother’s life helped mold and taught me how to live, the testimony of her
last days and her death gave me insight in how to die.”

Let me tell you another story however, a certain boy's mother was a very dominating person, she's
a very selfish person. She displayed no affection for anyone; she'd been married three times, her second
husband divorced her, the problem was abuse, she was abusing him. The child never knew any love and
he never knew any discipline. That mother said to that child, “Don't call me when I'm at work, | don't want
you pestering me.” Now the boy had a good 1Q but he dropped out of high school. He joined the Marines,
but he failed in the Marines; he got a dishonorable discharge. He had no skills, he'd not been helped, he'd
not been encouraged by mother. There wasn't anything he could do, seemingly, he couldn't even get a
driver's license. He traveled to a foreign country and met a woman and married that woman. After a while
she got sick of him and left him; he begged her to come back.

About the only thing he knew how to do was shoot a rifle. One day he decided he would use that
talent. November the 22nd, 1963, from a book-storage building in Dallas, Texas, Lee Harvey Oswald shot
the President of the United States John Fitzgerald Kennedy, and maybe at last he got the attention he'd
wanted since a child. He got the attention that he had wanted since a child.

What is the power of a godly mother? Now listen very carefully and I'm finished, listen carefully, there're
five things | pray the Holy Spirit will burn into your heart. Mothers listen, listen, here they are. The power of
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priority, the power of prayer, the power of purpose, the power of persistence, and the power of persuasion.
All of those are the power of a mother that make a mother an incredibly powerful person.

Let's bow our heads in prayer. Heads are bowed and eyes are closed. If you're a mother right now,
would you begin to pray that God would help you to get things in focus! If you are not a mother, but you're
a girl and looking forward to marriage, would you pray that God would get your priorities right and that
you would see the things that really count! If you're a mother or a father and you've got children that have
failed, would you ask God to give you a fresh start and give you wisdom as to how to restore the years the
locust have eaten!

You say, “Pastor, if my children have done wrong does it mean definitely that I've failed?” No. No, even
the most godly mother, even the most godly father is not guaranteed godly children. You must have a
desire for your children and a goal for yourself. Your desire for your children is that they be godly children.
Your goal is that you be a godly parent.

If you are not a Christian, if you're not saved, in order to do the things we've talked about you need
Jesusinyour heartandinyour life. And I want to pray for you, Father, | pray now that You would bless these
that are making decisions, who're arranging priorities, who are saying, “God, forgive me where | failed
and give me a fresh start”. And Lord God, | pray for those today who need Jesus, who've not been saved,
that today they might come to know Him as their Lord and Savior. Could | lead you in a prayer? We'll call
this prayer the sinner’s prayer. And you can pray and accept Christ as your personal Lord and Savior. You
can do it right now. Would you pray this prayer? “Dear God, | know that You love me. Thank You for loving
me. And | know that You want to save me. Jesus, You died to save me and You promised to save me if |
would trust You. Jesus, | do trust You. | believe You're the Son of God. | believe you paid for my sin with
Your blood on the cross. | believe that God raised You from the dead. And now | receive You as my Lord
and Savior. Forgive my sin. Cleanse me. Come into my life. Take control of my life and begin today to make
me the person You want me to be. And Jesus, give me the courage to make it public. Help me never to be
ashamed of You. In Your name | pray, Amen.”
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