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The Incredible Power of Proper Priorities

Matthew 6:33-34
#1703

A life built around Jesus Christ is the key to peace, purpose, and provision. In a culture drowning in distraction, we
must make the kingdom of God the center of our lives. Only then will we see the incredible power of proper priorities.

Matthew 6:33 says, “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to

"

you.

The Problem: Misplaced Priorities
America is spending more money than ever trying to fix its problems—yet it seems our problems continue increasing.
The reason is simple: values determine priorities, and priorities determine success or failure.

The Principle: Christ's Preeminence
Colossians 117-19 says that Jesus is “before all things, and in Him all things consist.” God's entire plan for history is that
Christ would hold first place in all things. Putting Christ first isn't limiting. It's the source of real power.

Adrian Rogers compares Christ's preeminence in our lives to water: "Water channeled becomes a mighty river. Spread
out, it becomes a stagnant swamp."

The Practice: Four Expressions of Priority
What does it actually look like to put Christ first?

e First thought each morning: Begin your day by yielding to God. One simple practice: Praise Him, Abide in Him,
yield Control to Him, and Expect Him to work. Start there.

* First day of the week: Sunday is the Lord's Day, not just a day off. Gathering with other believers to worship and
fellowship belongs at the front of your week.

e Firstfruits of your income: Tithing isn't giving God what's left over. It's honoring Him first. Jesus promised that
those who do will find He provides.

* First consideration in every decision: Every choice—your job, your relationships, your free time—should be
filtered through one question: “Does this help me keep Christ first?”

The Promise: Freedom from Worry

Jesus commands us not to worry, and He gives us the reason: worry is needless, senseless, useless, faithless, and
inexcusable. Willpower is not the cure for anxiety—it's proper priority. When Christ is truly first, the grip of worry
loosens.

Life Application
Something is already first in your life—that's not a question, it's a fact. The real question is what. Take an honest look at
your life and consider where Christ is clearly not first. Make a change.
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The Incredible Power of Proper Priorities

Matthew 6:33-34
#1703

1) INTRODUCTION
a) Matthew 6:33-34
i) Inthis passage, our Lord is speaking about priorities.
(1) He tells us what to put first.
i)  We are to seek first the kingdom of God.
b) Oursisa nation of vanishing values and, therefore, pathetic priorities.
i) Values determine priorities, and priorities always determine success or failure.
i) Former Secretary of Education William Bennett once said that America's cultural decline is
evidence of a shift in the public’s attitude and beliefs.
i) We are a generation of misplaced priorities.
c) Intoday's message, we will look at the incredible power of a proper priority.
i) Matthew 6:33

2) THE SOVEREIGN DEMAND OF THIS PRIORITY (MATTHEW 6:33)
a) The preeminence of our Lord is required.
b) Matthew 6:33
i) When the Bible says that we are to “seek first the kingdom of Cod and His righteousness’, it
means that we are to make the King supreme.
i) The kingdom is the kingdom of God.
i) We are to give to the Lord proper preeminence.
c) Colossians 1:17-20
i) Everything is held together by the Lord Jesus Christ.
(1) Heisthe glue of the galaxies.
(2) By Jesus, all things consist.
i) One of the key secrets of Christian living is that in all things, Jesus Christ would have the
preeminence.
d) Ineveryone's life, someone or something has first place.
i) Ineveryone’s life there is a throne, and either Christ or self is on that throne.
(1) Ifselfis on the throne, then Christ is on the cross.
(2) Ifselfis on the cross, then Christ is on the throne.
i) God's plan for us is not that Jesus Christ will just have a place in our lives or that He will just
have prominence in our lives.
i) God's plan for us is that Jesus Christ will have preeminence in our lives in all things.
(1) Colossians 1:18
(2) Matthew 6:33
e) The mystery of history is this:
i) It pleases the Father that in Jesus all fullness dwells.
(1) Colossians 119
i) Everything that God does is so that Jesus Christ will have the preeminence.
(1) Why did God send the Holy Spirit?
(@) To glorify the Lord Jesus Christ.
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(2) Why is there going to be a final judgment?
(a) So that every knee shall bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to
the glory of God.
(i) Philippians 2:10-11
f)  On what basis does Jesus Christ deserve and demand preeminence?
i)  Because of His deity.
(1) Colossians 1:18
(2) Heisthe Lord; He is God.
(3) Heis not a preacher saying that we are to give him preeminence.
(4) Heis not a denomination that requires preeminence.
(5) Heis God.
i) Because of His death.

(1) The Bible says that He died that He might redeem us.

(a) Since He is God and since He died for us, isn't it reasonable that He should have first
place?

(2) By every foul mouth full of spit that spat in His face, by every hair of His beard that they
plucked from His cheeks, by every lash that they laid upon His back, by the piercing
crown of thorns that was placed upon His head, by the nails that held Him to the
cross, by every drop of His blood that fell to the ground, and by the agony of the great
heartbeat of the Lord Jesus Christ, He deserves preeminence in our lives.

(3) We are not our own.

(a) We are bought with a price.
(b) Therefore, we are to glorify God in our body and in our spirit, which are God'’s.
g) The Apostle Paul brought his life into a burning focus.
i) Philippians 313-14
i) Paul had learned a proper priority.
(1) Jesus Christ is numlber one.
h) The secret of true success in any realm is to bring our lives into a burning focus.

i) Jesus Christ said that no one can serve two masters.

(1) Matthew 624
i) James18

(1) A double-minded person is unstable in all of his ways.
i) To be successful, we have to narrow our interests.

(1) Someone or something is going to be number one in our lives.

(a) It needs to be Jesus Christ.
(2) Matthew 6:33
(@) The King is supreme.
iv) Jesusis Lord.
v) Concentration is the secret of power in any realm.
(1) When water is put into a channel, it becomes a mighty river.
(@) Butwhen itis spread out, it becomes a stagnant swamp.
i) Everything in our lives should come under the heading of the Lordship of Christ.
i) He must have preeminence in everything.

(1) OQur jobs, families, friends, rest, and recreation must become the servant of our master
goal.

(2) Even our vacations should make us better Christians to serve the Lord Jesus Christ.
(@) Thatin everything, He would have the preeminence.
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i) That means that there will be some things that can stay in our lives, but there will be other
things that will have to go.
(1) 1Corinthians 612
(@) When we hear the word “expedient”, we hear the word “expedition”.
(i)  Anexpedition is a trip; you are going somewhere.
(b) Paul said that “all things were lawful for him, but all things were not expedient.”
(i) He was saying that he had a goal; he was getting to that goal; and if anything
hindered him from his goal, then it had to go from his life.

1. It could be a friend, any pleasure, a hobby, a job, too much sleep, or an
ambition; but if it keeps us from mMmaking Jesus Christ number one in our lives,
then it has to go.

2. Any friend, any hobby, or any emotion that pushes us toward the Lord Jesus
needs to stay.

(2) Everything has to serve our master goal that in everything, Jesus Christ would have the
preeminence.
(@) Colossians 1:18-19
(b) Matthew 6:33
J)  Ifwe have not yet come to the place where we have made Jesus Christ the absolute and total
Lord of our lives, then we have no right to call ourselves a Christian.
i) Luke 6:46
i) Acts16:3]
k)  We must recognize His sovereign preeminence.
i) We must yield to the fact that the King is supreme.
(M) Matthew 6:33

3) THE SWEEPING DIMENSIONS OF THIS PRIORITY (MATTHEW 6:33)
a) If Jesus Christ is numlber one in our lives and we are seeking first the kingdom of God and His
righteousness, then we are to give the Lord Jesus the first thought of every day.
i) We are to wake up with Heaven on our minds.
i) Psalm 53
i) The Lord should be our very first thought when we wake up in the morning.
iv) Pacing ourselves, or “P-A-C-E", is a habit that we can do every morning that will help us give
the Lord our first thoughts.

(1) Praise
(@) Wake up, open your eyes, and just praise the Lord.
(2) Abide

(@) We can say the following:

(i) Lord, I'live in You.

(i) You live in me.

(ili) 'min You.

(iv) You are in Me.

(v) Your strength is my strength.

(3) Control

(@) Lord, I live for You.

(b) Whatever You want to do with me today, You can do it.
(4) Expect
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(a) I expect You to live in me.
(i) AndIthank You forit,and | praise You.
v) Inall things He has the preeminence, and He ought to have the first thought every morning.
b) We are to give Jesus the first day of the week.
i) Sunday is not the weekend; it is the first day of the week.
(1) It belongs to Jesus Christ.
i) Acts 20:7
i) 1Corinthians 162
(1) We are to bring our gifts to God on the first day of the week.
iv) We are to go to church and honor the Lord because He is first.
(1) He has the first day of the week.
(2) Hebrews10:25
(3) We need to be in the house of God, with the people of God, to hear the Word of God, and
to exhort one another.
v) Sunday is the Lord’s Day, but we have made it a day for everything else.
() Itis a day for football, baseball, fishing, car racing, etc.
(2) Sunday needs to be set aside for Jesus Christ.
vi) Sunday is the Lord's Day; it is not the Sabbath.
(1) The Sabbath is Saturday.
(2) All of the Old Testament Sabbath prophecies were summed up in the Lord Jesus Christ
upon the first day of the week:
(@) Upon the first day of the week, Jesus rose from the dead.
(b) Upon the first day of the week, Jesus first appeared to His disciples.
(c) Upon the first day of the week, the Holy Spirit descended upon the early church.
(d) Upon the first day of the week, the Apostle Paul preached to them.
(e) Upon the first day of the week, they received their offerings.
vii) We need to give Jesus Christ preeminence, and we need to give Him the first day of every
week.
(1) Reserve this day for our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
c) We are to give Jesus the firstfruits of all our income.
i) Proverbs 3:9-10
(1) This doesn't mean that after we pay the grocery bill and after we pay this and that, then
we see what we have left over to give to God.
(@) What a disgrace that would be!
i) Many times, we give God the leftovers.
(1) We are giving God the crumbs.
i) We are to honor God with the firstfruits of all our increase.
(1) We should take God's part first, not second.
iv) He is our Sovereign Lord.
(1) He died for us.
(2) There is nothing more important than recognizing Almighty God.
(3) Matthew 6:33
v) Many people say that if they give to God first, then they won't have enough.
(1) The reason they don't have enough is because they don't give to God first.
(@) Matthew 6:33
(2) We can do more with nine-tenths and God as a partner than we would ever do with ten-
tenths by ourselves.
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vi) Three reasons why we should tithe:
(1) The lowest reason is that if we tithe, then we will prosper.
(2) Ahigher reason is the need of a lost world.
(3) The highest reason is the honor and glory of our great God.
vii) Even if we didn't get blessed, we should give Him the firstfruits.
d) We are to give Jesus the first consideration in every decision.
i) We shouldn't make a decision without bringing it to God.
i) 2 Corinthians 85
i) When we give ourselves to the Lord, everything else will fall into place.
iv) Our choice of job, vacation, girlfriend or boyfriend has to be considered in the light of Calvary.
v) Many of us want the Lord in our lives, but we want Him as a spare tire.
(1) God doesn't want to be the spare tire.
(2) He s the steering wheel in our lives.
(a) Heisthe control center, not the emergency Kit.
(b) Heisto be number one in our lives.
e) We are to give Jesus the first devotion of our hearts.
i) We are to love Him more than anyone or anything else.
i) Anything we love more, serve more, or fear more than Almighty God is an idol.
(1) Idolatry is the numlber one sin.
i) Our Lord remonstrated with the church at Ephesus because they had left their first love.
(1) Revelation 2:4
(@) The church at Ephesus was a wonderful, going, growing, glowing church; but they
had left their first love.
(b) It's not that they didn't love the Lord, but they had left that glowing, passionate love
that they used to have.
iv) If we don't love Jesus Christ more today than we did when we were first saved, then we love
Him less.
v) If we don't love Jesus Christ more today than we did yesterday, then we are living in sin.
(1) Every day with Jesus ought to be sweeter than the day before.
vi) Jesus Christ deserves and demands first place in the devotion of our hearts and of our lives.
(1) Husbands and wives should place each other second in their lives.
(@) Second only to the Lord Jesus.
(b) Anyone who loves Jesus Christ supremely will love their spouse in a way that they
could never love their spouse any other way.
(i)  They will love their spouse with the love of God.

4) THE SATISFYING DYNAMIC OF THIS PRIORITY (MATTHEW 6:25-33)
a) Matthew 6:33
i) Thisverse contains a promise.
i) Most of us are in the “things” business.
(1) We worry about the “things”, but the Lord tells us not to worry.
i) Thisverse is the key to prosperity and the cure for worry.
b) Most people put things first and God second.
i) We are to worship God, love people, and use things.
i) Most people love things, use people, and ignore God.
(M And we wonder why we are in the condition that we are in.
c) Our Lord says that if we will put Him first, then He will take care of our problems.
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i) Aworrier is primarily a person who puts “things” first.
d) Why did our Lord tell us not to worry?
i) Worry is needless.
(1) Matthew 6:25-26
i) Worry is senseless.
(1) Matthew 6:26, 28
(a) If God takes care of the birds and the flowers, isn't He going to take care of us?
i) Worry is useless.
(M Matthew 627
(@) The word “stature” here means “lifespan.”
(2) We can worry ourselves to death.
(@) Butwe can't worry ourselves alive.
iv) Worry is faithless.
(1) Matthew 6:30
v)  Worry is excuseless.
(1) Matthew 6:31-32
(@) The Gentiles were pagans.
(i) Worry is pagan.
e) How do we not worry?
i) Matthew 6:33
i) We are to seek God, the kingdom of God, and His righteousness.

5) CONCLUSION
a) Ineverybody’s life, there is sommeone or something that is number one.
i) If Christ is number one and He has the preeminence in your life, then Matthew 6:33 can be
the greatest verse in all the Bible for you.
i) Butifyou put “things” first and God second, then you will never discover the peace that only
Jesus can give.
b) Do you know Jesus personally? If not, you can pray to Him today by asking Him to come into
your life.
c) Callupon Jesus today. Repent (turn) from your sins, and turn to Jesus. Ask Him to forgive you of
your sins, and acknowledge Him as Lord of your life.
i)  Romans 323
i)  Romans10:9-10
i) Romans 10:13
iv) Acts 16:31
v) John 316
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The Incredible Power of Proper Priorities

Matthew 6:33-34
#1703

We're preaching through the Sermon on the Mount, “Building on the Rock” and | want you to take God's
Word now and turn to Matthew chapter 6 and we're going to look at a verse that we touched on last week,
but did not have enough time to do it, | think, proper justice, and we're going to look again in Matthew
chapter 6 and verses 33 and 34, “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness; and all these
thingsshall be added unto you. Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought
for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof” “Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His
righteousness.”

| want to speak to you today on this subject, “The Incredible Power of Proper Priorities”. Our Lord here is
speaking about priorities. He's telling us what to put first and He says, “Seek ye first the kingdom of God." And
if ever a message were needed, this one is in this generation, in this day, in this age, and in this place. Oursis a
nation and ours is a city of vanishing values and therefore pathetic priorities. You seg, listen, values determine
priorities and priorities always determine success or failure. We are a generation of misplaced priorities. And
therefore | want to speak to you about “The Incredible Power of a Proper Priority”. In Matthew 6:33, our Lord
said, “Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness: and all these things shall be added unto you.”
Now listen very carefully this morning because our Lord has a wonderful, wonderful truth for us.

Here's the first thing | want you to see. It's the preeminence of our Lord that is required. When the
Bible says, “Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness’, what does that mean? It means,
make the King supreme; that's what it means. It is the kingdom of God. You are to give to your Lord proper
preeminence. Turn, if you will to Colossians chapter 1and I'm going to begin reading verse 17. | think there's
not a better commmentary on what our Lord has to say than Colossians chapter 1 and verse 17. It speaks of
the Lord Jesus Christ and this is what the Apostle Paul says of our dear Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, “And
He is before all things, and by Him all things consist.” That means everything hangs together by the Lord
Jesus Christ. He's the glue of the galaxies. “By Him all things consist.” Now, listen to verse 18, “And He," that
is Jesus, “is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all
things He might have the preeminence.” Now, that ought to be underscored in you Bible. That's one of the
key, key secrets of Christian living, that in all things Jesus Christ would have the preeminence. Now, notice
verses 19 and 20, “For it pleased the Father, it pleased the Father that in Him,"” in Jesus, “should all fullness
dwell. And, having made peace through the blood of His cross, by Him to reconcile all things unto Himself;
| say, whether they be things in Earth, or things in Heaven"

Now, look up here and let me tell you something. In every life, in your life, and in my life, someone or
something has first place; isn't that true. In everybody's life; in your life and in my life someone or something
has first place. Dr. S.D. Gordon used to say, “In everybody's life, there's a throne” And he used to say that,
“either Christ or selfis on that throne.” Now, he said, “If self is on that throne, then Christ is on the cross, but if
selfis on the cross, Christ is on the throne.” God's plan for you is that Jesus Christ, not have a place in your life.
God's plan for you is not that Jesus Christ have prominence in your life. God's plan for you is that Jesus Christ

10
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have, what, preeminence in your life. “That in all things, He might have the preeminence,” That's what the
Apostle Paul said, and Jesus said we're to, “Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness.”

Now, you see, you want to know, understand what God is about? You want to unravel the mystery of
history? You want to cut the Gordian knot? The mystery of history is this, that it pleases the Father that in
Jesus all fullness dwells. And everything that God does is for this reason. Why did God send the Holy Spirit?
To glorify the Lord Jesus Christ. Why is there going to be a final judgment? Philippians 2 verses 10 and 11,
“That every knee shall bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God." |
mean everything that God does is that Jesus Christ will have the preeminence.

And on what basis does He deserve and demand preeminence? Well, because of His deity. In Colossians
1 verse 18 that | just read to you, it says this concerning the Lord Jesus, “He is the head of the body, the
church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead.” | mean, He is the Lord. He is the Lord. He is God.
It's not a Baptist preacher saying that you're to give Him preeminence. It is not some denomination that
requires preeminence. He is God because of His deity and because of His death. He died, the Bible says,
that He might redeem us. Now, if He's God and if He died for us, isn't it reasonable that He ought to have
first place? Just say, Amen. | mean, if He is God and He died for us, is it not reasonable that He should have
preeminence?

| say to you, by every foul mouthful of spit they spat in His face, by every hair of His beard that they
plucked from His cheeks, by every lash that they laid on His back, by the piercing of that crown of thorns, by
those hellish nails that held Him to the cross, by every drop of blood that fell to the ground, by the agony and
the great heartbeat of the Lord Jesus Christ, He deserves preeminence in your life. You are not your own; you
are bought with a price. Therefore, you're to glorify God in your body and your spirit which are God's.

That's the reason the Apostle Paul had brought His life into a burning focus and had got proper
priorities, and the Apostle Paul said in Philippians chapter 3 and verses 13 and 14, “| count not myself to have
apprehended: but this one thing | do, one thing, one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind,
and reaching forth to those things which are before, | press toward the mark of the prize of the high calling
of God in Christ Jesus.” Now, Paul had learned a proper priority. That is, that Jesus Christ is numlber one.
The secret of true success in any realm, are you listening, the secret of true success in any realm is to bring
your life into a burning focus. Jesus Christ said in Matthew 6 verse 24, “No man can serve two masters.” The
Apostle James said in James 1.8, “A double-minded man is unstable in all of his ways." To be successful,
you've got to narrow your interests. In your life, someone or something is going to be numlber one. The
Bible says, Jesus says, “Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness,” that means where the King
is supreme. People say, “Don't put all your eggs in one basket.” Friend, put all your eggs in one basket. And
watch that basket. Listen, Jesus is L-O-R-D, Lord.

Concentration is the secret of power in any realm. You take water and put it in a channel, it becomes a
mighty river. Just spread it out, it becomes a stagnant swamp. Everything, everything in your life ought to
come under the heading of the Lordship of Christ. He must have preeminence in everything. But you say,
“Pastor, | have a job. I've got to pay attention to my job. | have a family. | must pay attention to my family. |
need rest. | need recreation. | need friends. I've got to watch my diet.” Of course you do, of course you do. But
why do you do these things? All of these things must become the servant of your master goal. Even your
vacation ought to make you a better Christian to serve the Lord Jesus Christ, that in everything, He would



SERMON TRANSCRIPT %

have the preeminence. That means there's some things that can stay in your life and there're some things
that have to go.

You remember what the Apostle Paul said there in First Corinthians chapter 6 verse 127 He said, “All
things are lawful for me, but all things are not expedient.” What does that word expedient mean anyway?
It's just a big double-jointed word. Think about it. What word do you hear in there? Expedition. What is an
expedition? An expedition is a trip. Well, what do you do on a trip? You're going somewhere. Now what the
Apostle Paul says when he says “All things, all things are lawful for me, but all things are not expedient,” is
this, that I have a goal. I'm getting to that goal. Now, if anything hinders me from my goal even though it
might be legal, it might be lawful, if it keeps me from getting to my goal, then it's got to go in my life.” That
means, any friend, any pleasure, any sleep, any rest, any job, any ambition, any hobby, anything that keeps
me from making Jesus Christ number one in my life; it's got to go. Anything, any job, any friend, any love, any
hobby, any emotion that pushes me this way; it's got to stay. Everything has to serve my master goal that
in everything Jesus Christ would have the preeminence. “It pleased the Father, it pleased the Father thatin
Jesus all fullness should dwell and that He should have the preeminence.” Colossians 1:19. We're to seek first
the kingdom of God and His righteousness.

Now, have you done that? | say, have you done that? Have you come to the place where you have made
Jesus Christ absolute total Lord of your life? If you've not done that, if you've not done that, | don't think
you have any right to call yourself a Christian. Jesus said in Luke 6:46, “Why call you me ‘Lord, Lord, and do
not the things that | say?” The Bible says in Acts 16:31, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be
saved.” Now, don't tell me it won't work if you haven't tried it. First of all, friend, you must recognize, you must
recognize His sovereign preeminence. You must yield to the fact that the King issupreme. That's what Jesus
is saying when He says, “Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness.”

Now, having done that, how is that going to work out in our practical lives? When we think of the
sovereign demand of this priority, what are the sweeping dimensions of this priority? \Well, let's just see
if we can get practical. If Jesus Christ is numlber one in my life, if I'm seeking first the Kingdom of God and
His righteousness, what's that going to mean to me day by day and week by week? Well, number one, it
meansthat | am going to give Him the first thought of every day. I'm to wake up with Heaven on my mind.
| love Psalm 5 verse 3, “My voice shalt Thou hear in the morning, oh Lord, in the morning, while | direct my
prayer unto Thee and will look up.” You ought, when you get out of bed, when you open your eyes, the very
first thought as you seek first the kingdom of God, the very first thought ought to be your Lord. Rather than
letting the alarm clock go off and you roll over and look at it and say, “Good Lord, it's morning!” You ought to
be able to say, “Good morning, Lord! | am awake and I'm going to live this life for You."

| have developed a little habit | just simply call pacing myself. | don't know if I've ever told you this in
public but | have, | do this, it's a habit every morning, almost every morning anyway: P-A-C-E. Do you know
what “P" stands for? It says praise. | wake up, just open my eyes and praise the Lord. “God | give You glory.”
Praise. “A” that's to abide. | say, “Lord, I live in You, You live in me. I'm in You, You're in me. Your strength is my
strength.” “C" that is control. “Lord, | live therefore for You. Whatever You want to do with me today You can
doit” “E", “l expect You to live in me, and | thank You for it, and | praise You.” P-A-C-E, | just pace myself. That's
the pace | want to live. | want to give God the very first thought when | roll out of the bed on my way into
brush my teeth, | am pacing my life, praising my Lord, saying, “I'm abiding in You. I'm under Your control. |
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expect You to live Your life through me today.” In all things, he has the preeminence, then he ought to have
the first thought every morning.

And then not only that, but you ought to give Him the first day of the week. Do you know what Sunday
is? It is not the weekend. It is the first day of the week. And it belongs to Jesus Christ. Acts chapter 20 and
verse 7, “Upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached
unto them.” First Corinthians 16 verse 2, “Upon the first day of the week, let everyone of you lay by him in
store, as God hath prospered him." That is, you're to bring your gifts to God on the first day of the week. We're
to come to church and honor our Lord because He's first. He has the first day of the week. The Bible says
in Hebrews chapter 10 verse 25, “We're not to forsake the assembling of ourselves together, as the matter
of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as you see the day approaching.” As we get
closer to the end time, you need more and more and more to be in the house of God with the people of God,
to hear the Word of God, and to exhort one another. On the first day of the week.

Sunday is the Lord's Day. We've made it everything else. We've made it a time for football, baseball,
fishing, motorcar racing, and all of the rest of it. Friend, Sunday needs to be set aside for Jesus Christ. It is the
Lord's Day. It is not the Sabbath; the Sabbath is Saturday. Sunday is the Lord’s Day. What is the difference? All
of the Old Testament Sabbath prophesies were summed up in the Lord Jesus Christ. Upon the first day of
the week, Jesus rose from the dead. Upon the first day of the week, He first appeared to His disciples. Upon
the first day of the week, the Holy Spirit descended upon the early church. Upon the first day of the week,
the Apostle Paul preached to them. Upon the first day of the week, they received their offerings. And you
need to give Jesus Christ preeminence and give Him the first thought every day and you need to give Him
the first day every week, and reserve this day for our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

I'll tell you the third thing. You need to give him the firstfruits of all your income. Proverbs chapter 3
verse 9, “Honor the Lord with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase.” That doesn't mean
after you've paid your grocery bill, and after you've paid the mortgage, and after you've paid Sears, and after
you've done this, and this, and this, then you see what you have left to give to God. What a disgrace! What
a disgrace!

Suppose you invited me to your house and there's a lovely cake there and you give a piece to everybody
else and then there's some crumlos on the plate and you say, “That's what's left Pastor, that's for you.” We're
giving God the leftovers. We're giving God the crumbs. We give this thing, and we give this thing, and we
pay that bill and we pay that bill. Friend, you honor God with the firstfruits of all your increase. You take God's
part first; first, not second, first. He is your sovereign Lord, He died for you. There is nothing more important
than your recognizing Almighty God. Jesus said, “Seek ye first the kingdom of God.” You say, “Well Pastor, if |
do that I wouldn't have enough.” The reason you don't have enough is because you don't do that. Jesus said,
“You put Me first and all these things shall be added unto you.” You'll do more with nine-tenths and God as
a partner than you'll ever do with ten-tenths by yourself, my dear friend. “Seek ye first the kingdom of God
and His righteousness.”

There're three reasons to tithe. The lowest reason is, if you tithe, you'll prosper. A higher reason is, there's
the need of a lost world. But, the highest reason is the honor and glory of your great God. If there was no
other need and even if you didn't get blessed, just to give Him the firstfruits.

I'm going to tell you something else, you need to give the Lord the first consideration in every decision.
You don't make a decision without bringing it to God. Second Corinthians chapter 8 and verse 5, “And this
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they did, not as we hoped, but they first gave their own selves unto the Lord, and unto us by the will of
God.” When you give yourself to the Lord then everything else is going to follow out, your choice of a job,
a vacation, a girlfriend or boyfriend, whatever it is has to be considered in the light of Calvary. Many of us
want the Lord in our lives, but you know how we want the Lord? We want the Lord as a spare tire. Friend, He
doesn't want to be the spare tire; He's the steering wheel in your life. He's the control center in your life. He's
not the emergency kit. He is numlber one in your life.

You're to give Him the first devotion of your heart. You're to love Him. You're to love Him more than
anybody or anything else. Anything you love more, serve more, or fear more than Almighty God is an idol.
And idolatry's the number one sin. Our Lord remonstrated with the church at Ephesus for this one thing.
I'll tell you what it was, they left their first love. He said to this church, it was a wonderful church, a going,
growing, glowing church, but He said this in Revelation chapter 2 verse 4, “Nevertheless, | have this against
you, you have left your first love.” Do you know what first love is? Well, were you ever in love? Boy, | can
remember first love with Joyce. What an experience that was. | remember the first time | kissed Joyce, we
were grade school sweethearts, the chills went up and down my spine. Her Popsicle was leaking. She put
her arm around her neck. Seriously. I've known this girl so long. But you knowy, this is the truth, not rhetoric,
there'sa God in Heaven, | love her more today than | ever have. But I'll tell you why, because the honeymoon
has not ended. She's more beautiful to me and more pleasing to me today than she ever was because I've
not lost that first love.

Somebody says, the honeymoon is that period of time between “l do” and “You'd better”. But friend,
listen, Jesus said to this church, “There's something wrong with you. Not that you don't love Me, but you've
left that glowing, burning, passionate love that you used to have.” Do you remember how it was when you
first got saved? Do you remember how? Friend, if you don't love Jesus Christ more today, you love Him less.
And if you don't love Him more today than you did yesterday, you're living in sin. Every day with Jesus ought
to be sweeter than the day before and He deserves, He demands, first place in your devotion. Give Him the
first thought in the morning. Give him the first day of the week. Give Him the first fruit of your income. Give
Him the first consideration in every decision. Give Him the first devotion of your heart and of your life.

One great preacher proposed to his wife this way. He said to her, “Would you consider being second
place in my life” Isn't that beautiful? | love that. “Would you consider being second place in my life?" You say,
‘I don't want to be second place in anybody's life.” If you're a smmart woman, you'll want to be second place in
a man'’s life. Because any man who loves Jesus Christ supremely will love you in a way that he could never
love you any other way. Friend, he will love you with the love of God. And you ought to thank God for a man,
a woman that loves Jesus Christ more than anything else!

Now, what are we saying? This verse says, “Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness.”
That means a wholehearted devotion to our Lord. And then it means there's some practical considerations
and then not only is there that principle and that practice but friend here is the promise. Now, look at
the promise, go back and look at it, Matthew 6 verse 33, “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His
righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.” All these things. Most of us are in the thing
business arent we? Our Lord said, “Don't worry about the things.” This verse is the key to prosperity and this
verse is the cure for worry. Modern Americans put things first and God second. As | told you last week, we're
to worship God, love people, and use things. Most Americans love things, use people, and ignore God. And
we wonder why we're in the condition that we're in. But our Lord says, “If you will do this. If you will put Me
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first, then I'm going to take care of your problems.” Do you know what a worrier is? Primarily a worrier is a
person whao's put things first, that's all. A worrier is a person who puts things first.

Now, let's review just a little bit. Why did our Lord say not to worry? Look if you will here in chapter 6 and
verse 25, look at it. He says here, “Therefore, | say unto you, ‘Take not thought,” that is anxious thought, “for
your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life
more than meat, and the body more than raiment?” Now, what He's saying is and verse 26, “Behold the
fouls of the air: they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth
them.” What our Lord is saying. Put it down, number one, worry is needless. But then, if worry is needless,
then it is senseless. Verse 26, if God takes care of the birds and the flowers, isn't He going to take care of
you? But not only is it needless and senseless, in Matthew 6 verse 27, it is useless. “Which of you by taking
thought can add one cubit to his stature?” That means his lifespan. You can worry yourself to death, but you
can't worry yourself alive.

It is faithless. Look if you will in Matthew 6 verse 30, “Wherefore, if God so clothed the grass of the field
which today is, and tomorrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, oh ye of little faith.”
It is faithless. And therefore, it is excuseless. Verse 31 and 32, “Therefore, take no thought, saying, ‘What shall
we eat?’ or, ‘What shall we drink?' or ‘Wherewithal shall we be clothed?’ for after all these things do the
Centiles seek.” You know what the Gentiles were? They were the pagans. Worry is pagan. “For your heavenly
Father knoweth that you have need of all these things.” You say, “But wait a minute Pastor, don't tell me not
to worry, that doesn't do any good, tell me how not to worry.” All right, | will. Verse 33, “But seek ye first the
kingdom of God, and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.” Worry is needless.
Worry is senseless. Worry is faithless. Worry is excuseless. Oh, friend, we are to seek God, the kingdom of God
and His righteousness.

Some years ago at Bellevue Baptist Church, we had as a guest Pete Maravich. A lot of you remember
Pistol Pete Maravich. | suppose, one of the greatest, if not truly the greatest basketball player who ever
lived, Pistol Pete. He was an amazing guy. If you've ever watched the film clips of Pistol Pete Maravich, that
guy could do anything with a basketball. | mean he invented the moves that the pros are using now and
the college and high school students tried to emulate. He was the guy who taught people how to dribble
behind their back and pass between their legs. He could make such amazing passes that many times, not
only would he catch the opposition off guard, but catch his own teammates off guard.

Let me tell you what his average was in college. His average, 44 points; that's his average. That's not
his high game. | mean that's his average, Scotty, 44 points. In his day, he's the top scorer in all collegiate
basketball, three-time All American. 1970, The Player of the Year. And he didn't stop, when old Pistol Pete
went into the pros. He was an incredible player there. He there averaged 311 points per game in the career
that spanned ten years. Pistol Pete Maravich played with a flare and with an intensity that never has been
seen in my estimation on the basketball floor. | used to watch it.

Do you know why he played basketball that way? It was his life. Pistol Pete Maravich said this one thing
| do. He went to bed with a basketball. He told me about it, sat in my study. We talked about it. Basketball
was his life. But it never satisfied him. His life seemed to come apart. His mother commmitted suicide. Pete
felt responsible. He became a social drinker, and then he became a problem drinker, even while playing
basketball. He had no inner peace. He thought, “Maybe, if | could win a professional basketball championship
then | would be at peace, maybe that would be it. But | never won that championship.” And he retired at 33,
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the same age our Lord was when He was crucified, and the same age that Alexander the Great was when
he had conquered the world. Pistol Pete Maravich, at 33, what many consider to be the greatest in the sport,
now retired, was almost more than he could take.

For 25 years, basketball had been his God, and it never met the need of his heart. So Pistol Pete began
to turn to other things, strange things: New Ageism, Mysticism, Astrology, Survivalism, even UFOs. Nothing
like that could meet the need of his heart. Then somebody told him of Jesus Christ, that our Lord loved him,
died for him, rose for him, wanted to come in and satisfy him and change his life. And Pistol Pete told me
how in November 1982 when he could not sleep, he rolled out of bed, put his knees on the floor, opened
his heart, and received Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior. And Jesus and Jesus alone became first in his
life. Pistol Pete Maravich learned the verse that I'm talking about, “Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His
righteousness.”

He went to Columbia, South Carolina where Billy Graham was speaking in a Crusade. Pistol Pete
Maravich gave his testimony before 35000 people. | want to quote to you what he said. He said, “Next week,
| will be inducted into the Hall of Fame, but | wouldn't trade my position in Christ for a thousand NBA
championships, for a thousand Hall of Fame rings, or for a hundred billion dollars” That's what Pistol Pete
Maravich said. No longer was basketball number one, Jesus Christ was numlber one. | remmembered rejoicing
with him and praying with him and thanking God as | saw the burning intensity of this young man.

Then it happened so suddenly. He was forty. Out on the basketball court, just playing with a friend. His
friend said to him, “Pete, how do you feel?" He said, “I never felt better.” And then fell to the floor in riving pain.
They called an ambulance. For fifty minutes, they tried to revive Pistol Pete, but it was all over. 9:42, January
the fifth, 1988, he stepped into the presence of Jesus Christ and could look into the face of someone that
he'd made number one. I'm so glad he didn't walk up to the throne dribbling a basketball saying, “Lord,
watch these moves.” I'm so glad Pistol Pete Maravich could say, “Lord, | got it settled, | gave You my heart, my
life. And You, Lord, are number one.”

Now, look at me, everyone in this building. In everybody's life here today, there is somneone or something
that is number one. If Christ is numlber one, if He has the preeminence in your life, then Matthew chapter
6 verse 33 perhaps for you can be the greatest verse in all of the Bible, “Seek ye first the kingdom of God,
and His righteousness; and all of these things shall be added unto you.” But if you put things first and God
second, you'll never discover the peace that I've discovered, that Pistol Pete discovered and that millions
have discovered.

Bow your heads in prayer. | wonder today how many, while heads are bowed and eyes are closed, could
say, “Pastor, | have repented of my sin, | have trusted Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior. | am saved and |
know I'm saved, and | know that if | died today by the grace of God, | would go straight to Heaven.”

Now, Father God in the name of Jesus, Lord | want to prayer for these who said they're not certain that
they're saved and | pray God today that they will say an everlasting yes to Jesus Christ. And Lord, that they
would receive Him as their Lord and Savior today, that sin would be forgiven and the burden of sin lifted, and
the joy of Jesus and the assurance that they need would be put in their heart. Lord, | pray for these today
who need to make Jesus Christ number one, Lord who need to refocus on Him, help them to do that today,
to make that complete and total surrender to Him. And Lord, for these precious friends who need a church
home, help them, Lord, guide them, and give them to us, | pray, in fellowship. Lord, the invitation now is in
Your hand, show Your right armm mighty today. In Your name we pray, Amen.
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