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Pass the Salt

Matthew 5:13
#1666

Salt is necessary for both physical and spiritual life. Only God could design the chemical makeup of salt:
sodium (deadly and explosive) combined with chlorine (noxious and also deadly) makes something
necessary for life, preservation, and purity.

Likewise, by God's divine chemistry of the cross, we as Christians have become new creatures with
significant importance to the world around us.

Matthew 513 says, “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is
then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men.”

In this passage, Jesus calls His followers “salt of the earth.” Once we understand the importance of salt in
Jesus' time and in our own, we'll better understand our role as salt and light to this desperate world.

This passage first clarifies the dynamics of pure salt.

Salt seasons, preserves, and heals; likewise, we are called to preserve truth and to have a zest about our lives
that heals this sick world.

But salt also burns and penetrates; it is an irritant that permeates everything it touches. We cannot fear our
nature to irritate this corrupt world and permeate Jesus Christ with everything we touch.

This passage also warns us about the dissipation of polluted salt.

Salt that is filled with impurities is worthless and harmful. It kills crops and poisons water. The only safe
place for polluted salt is the roadway—it makes for good cement and nothing more.

Finally, there is a demand for preserving salt.

If there were ever a need, a time, and an age for salt to work, it is now. Things once considered sin are now
considered sickness and socially acceptable practices. Banning prayer in public schools, legalizing abortion,
an increase in suicide rates and drug use in teens... this world—specifically our country—is in desperate
need of some salt.

Adrian Rogers says, “Not only is God America's biggest and only hope, God is America's biggest threat.”

The only hope to keep this country from moral decay is the salt of the earth—God's people. It's not too late
for a revival to sweep this nation, if only we will repent of our sins and become salt with savor.

Life Application
This world needs some salt. Do you bear the salt and light in which we have been called to preach the
Gospel of Jesus Christ?
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Matthew 5:13
#1666

INTRODUCTION
a) Matthew 513
b) A lot of Christians are like salt that has lost its savor.
c) Saltis necessary for life.
i) Saltisacompound made of sodium and chlorine.
(1) These are two dangerous things, yet God in His chemistry has put the two together to
form sodium chloride.
(@) We call it table salt, and it is necessary for life.
d) Think of what God has done by the chemistry of the cross.
i)  He takes the deadly part of our nature, and when we are saved, He makes something new
out of us.
i) He gives usa new name.
(1) We are the salt of the Earth.
(a) Matthew 513
e) Intoday's message, we will look at the following:

i) The dynamic of pure salt.
i) The dissipation of polluted salt.
i) The demand for preserving salt.

THE DYNAMIC OF PURE SALT

a)

In Jesus’ time, pure salt was more valuable than gold.
i) Pure salt was a rare delicacy.
i) Pure salt was a medium of exchange.
(1) The English word “salary” literally means “salt-money”.
iii) Salt was very valuable because of what it does.
Salt seasons.
i) Salt causes flavor to come alive.
i) Job o6
i) Christians are to give life.
(1) They are to give to society a flavor, a tang, and a zest.
iv) Most people are living bland or flavorless lives.
(1) There is no excitement or thrill.
(2) They are always trying to do something to get themselves on some kind of a high.
(3) Many people are not that interested in going to Heaven or Hell.
(@) They just want to know how to make it on Monday.
v) Christians are to be different.
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1) Colossians 4:6
2) There should be something about every Christian that is absolutely exciting.
3) Their speech should be seasoned with salt.
4) There should be a zest and flavor about the children of God.
c) Salt preserves.
i) Matthew 513
(1) When Jesus was talking about being the salt of the Earth, He was talking to fishermen.
(2) Jesus talked about the preserving power of salt, as well as the seasoning power of salt.
(a) Saltin that day prevented decay; it restrained corruption.
(b) It was necessary for fishermen to keep their fish edible by salting them down.
i) We need the preserving power of the Gospel-salt in this day of deadly decay.
d) Salt heals.
i) 2Kings219-22
(1) Elisha put a cruse of salt into some deadly and polluted waters, and the waters were
healed.
(@) Where there was barrenness and bitterness, there came blessedness.
i)  Saltisan antiseptic.
i) Salt has healing properties.
iv) In Bible times when babies were born, they were given a saline bath to hold down infection.
e) Salt burns; salt irritates.
i) Mark 9:49
(1) Fire and salt have something in common: they both burn.
i) When the truth of God's Word is rubbed into this diseased world, it will sting.
i) Many people want a non-irritating brand of the Gospel.
(1) But no offense means no effect.
iv) We will be an irritant to the world when we share the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
f) Salt penetrates.
i) A pinch of salt will permeate an entire gallon of water.
(1) Saltis one of the few major compounds that will dissolve equally well in hot or cold water.
i) We need to get the salt to the source where it can penetrate, activate, and change society.
i) Many churches have become gigantic salt warehouses.
(1) You don't salt the salt.
(@) We are salting one another when we need to salt society.
(2) We should be salt shakers getting out and changing the world.
(3) Matthew 513
(@) Jesusdidn’t say that we are the salt of the church.
(i) He said that we are the salt of the Earth.
iv) We hear a lot about separation of church and state.
(1) We may believe in the separation of church and state, rightly understood, but we don't
believe in the separation of salt from society.
v)  We should have separation from sin but not isolation from sinners.
(1) How many souls are going to Hell in our neighborhoods surrounded by people who
claim to be the salt of the Earth?

(
(
(
(
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3) THE DISSIPATION OF POLLUTED SALT (MATTHEW 5:13)
a) Matthew 513
b) In Bible times, they got much of their salt from the Dead Sea.
i) Thereis more salt concentrated there than any other place on the Earth.
i) When the sun would come out on that particular salt, it would evaporate the water, and the
minerals would be left behind.
(1) It couldn't be used as table salt.
(2) It was polluted.
(a) It was nauseous and bitter.
(3) It was salt, but all of the purity of salt had leaked out and leeched out.
(@) Only the impurities were left.
(i) It was valueless.
c) Notonlyis polluted salt valueless, but it is also harmful.
i) Ifitis put on crops, then the crops will die.
i) If you were to pour it down a well, then the water would be poisoned.
d) What would you do with this type of salt?
i) It would be cast out on the roadway.
(1) Moisture would dampen it, and it would harden so that people could walk on it.
(a) Matthew 513
e) The church of the Lord Jesus Christ today is being walked on like never before.
i) The whipping boy in today's society is the Bible-believing Christian.
i) People have us beneath their feet.
f)  Luke 626
g) The problem today is that the world has no respect for the children of God because we have lost
our saltiness.

4) THE DEMAND FOR PRESERVING SALT
a) Ifthere ever were an age for the salt to work, then now is the age.
b) America is at a crossroads.
i) Many people don't understand this because they are saltless saints.
(1) They are being trodden under the foot of man.
c) What has happened in America?
i) In1962, the Supreme Court banned prayer in public schools.
(1) The free-born American should be able to pray anywhere.
i) 1IN 1963, reading the Bible in public schools was banned.
iii) In 1980, the posting of the Ten Commandments was banned in public schools.
iv) The United States has become a legally atheistic country.
v) God, the Bible, the Ten Coommandments, and prayer are illegal in public schools.
(1) But condoms, sex education, homosexuality, and humanism are legal.
vi) In 1973, abortion on demand was legalized in America.
(M Alittle baby in the mother's womb was classified as a non-person.



SERMON OUTLINE @

(2) Millions of preborn babies have been sacrificed upon the altar of expediency.
vii) Suicides have increased.
viii) Teenagers experiment with illegal drugs.
ix) Everyyear, there are teen pregnancies.
x) Perversion has gone from a sin to a sickness to a socially accepted practice.
xi) Love is forsaken as lust.
Xii) Satan is worshipped as a saint.
xiii) Man is magnified above his Maker.
d) The salt has lost its savor, and it is time for the salt to work.
e) Notonly is America ripe for judgment, but America is also being judged.
i) All of the things listed above are the judgment of God.
f)  How does God judge us?
i) Helets us have our way.
i) Notonlyis God America's only and biggest hope, but He is also America’s biggest threat.
g) Ouronly hope is not in Washington, the Pentagon, on Capitol Hill, or in city hall.
i) Ouronly hope to keep the decay down is the salt of the Earth, God's people.
(1) We need to apply the salt.
h) The problem is not with Hollywood, the liquor dealer, or the politicians.
i) The problem is saltless saints.
(M Matthew 513
i) Aslong asthere is God, there is hope.
i) We can have revival in America.
i) Godis not dead, God is not old, God is not sick, and God has not lost His power.
i) You say, “But men are so wicked today.”
(1) God has never had anything but wicked people with which to work.
(a) Adam was totally depraved.
j) Itisaninsult to God to say that we cannot have revival in wicked times.
i) On Mt Carmel, Elijah proposed a contest with the priests of Baal.
(1) He said that the God that answers by fire would be God.
(2) God sent revival on Mt. Carmel, and the fire came and burned the wet sacrifice.
i) God sent a salty saint, Jonah, to Nineveh.
(1) The entire city repented in sackcloth and ashes.
i) There was a mighty revival in Jerusalem.
(1) Never was there a city where they hated Jesus Christ more.
(@) There they crucified Him.
(b) They were hardened to the Gospel.
(c) They had heard the preaching of the prophets and had turned from it.
(2) There was scandal.
(@) Simon Peter cursed, swore, and denied the Lord Jesus.
(b) Judas sold Jesus for thirty pieces of silver.
(c) And yet, on the day of Pentecost, the Spirit of God fell.
(i) Those salty saints moved out, and there was revival.
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iv) Inthe dark ages, there was the Protestant Reformation.
(1) God raised up Martin Luther, John Calvin, and others to preach the Gospel.
(2) The Protestant Reformation was a mighty revival and a change in history.

v) Inthe eighteenth century in England, there was a complete breakdown in the government.
(1) The immorality of France was about to take England.
(2) God sent John Wesley and others to preach the Gospel, and there was a mighty revival in

England.

vi) Unbelief was firmly entrenched in America when Dwight L. Moody was preaching.

(1) But the power of God fell because of one salty saint.
k) Itis not too late for America; we can have revival.
i) Romans 520
i) 2 Chronicles 714

5) CONCLUSION
a) God took sodium, which is deadly and explosive, and God took chlorine, which is nauseous and
deadly.
i) By Hisdivine chemistry, He put them together.
(1) God made something incredibly wonderful and necessary for life, preservation, and
purity.
i) The God who did that with common salt is the God who, by the chemistry of the cross, can
change you and make you a brand-new creature.
(1) There are millions whose lives have been changed radically and dramatically for good, for
God, and for Heaven by faith in Jesus Christ.
b) Acts16:3]
i) The word “believe” here doesn't mean intellectual agreement.
(1) Itis a Bible word which means trust and commitment.
i) Trust Jesus, commit your life to Him, and you will be saved.
c) When you are saved, you become the salt of the Earth.
d) Do you know Jesus personally? If not, you can pray to Him today by asking Him to come into
your life.
e) Call upon Jesus today. Repent (turn) from your sins, and turn to Jesus. Ask Him to forgive you of
your sins, and acknowledge Him as Lord of your life.
i)  Romans 323
i) Romans10:9-10
i) Romans 10:13
iv) John 316
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Matthew Chapter 5and verse 13. Would you find it please? We're continuing our series on the Sermon on the
Mount, the title of the series, "Building on the Rock”. Today we come to a very wonderful verse of Scripture.
Matthew Chapter 5 and verse 13, the Lord Jesus said, "Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his
savor, wherewith shall it be salted? It is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden
under the foot of men.” What a verse. What a verse.

A little boy asked his mother, so I'm told, "Mother, would you give me a dollar if I'll be a good boy?" She
said, "Son, why don't you be good for nothing like your father.” There are a lot of Christians who are that way.
They are good for nothing. Jesus said, they're like salt that's lost its savor. They are cast out. They are good for
nothing but to be trodden under the foot of men. We're thinking today about salt. Probably already today
you've put some salt on your eggs. Maybe you had some oatmeal with salt in it. Salt is very necessary for
life. But salt, you know, is a compound made of sodium, which is a metal really. It's about the consistency of
hard cheese.

When | took chemistry, we'd take a little sodium and drop it in water. And we'd get a very explosive gas
out of that sodium; we would get hydrogen gas. And then chlorine, the other element is a green poisonous
gas, and if you were to walk into a room full of chlorine, you'd be dead in a little while. These are two very
dangerous things. If you were to ingest either that sodium or that chlorine alone, you'd die. And yet God in
His chemistry has put the two together, sodium chloride. We call it today table salt. It's necessary for life. And
| think of what God has done by the chemistry of the cross. How He's taken that deadly part of my nature,
and God has made something new out of me. Even given me a new name, just like sodium and chloride
get a new name, called salt. And Jesus said, "You are the salt of the earth”

| want to talk to you today about salty saints. | want you to see first of all what | want to call the dynamic
of pure salt. Why did Jesus use this metaphor? Why did Jesus use this figure of speech? Why did Jesus,
when He described these people who were living like the Beatitudes, why did He call them salt? My dear
friend, you'd have to understand the importance of salt in Jesus' time. If it's important in our time, how
much more important it was in Jesus' time. In that society sometime, salt, pure salt, was more valuable
than gold. As a matter of fact, pure salt was a rare delicacy. Pure salt was a medium of exchange. As a matter
of fact, we get our word salary, our English word salary, it literally means salt-money. You understand that
expression today, "That man is worth his salt.” Or "He's not worth his salt."

Salt was so very valuable. Why? Because of what it did. And what it does. Number one, as you well know,
salt seasons. Salt causes flavor to come alive. In the book of Job, we read this question, "Can that which is
unsavory, be eaten without salt?” Is there any taste in the white of an egg? The answer is obviously no. What
does salt do? Salt seasons. The little boy said salt is that which tastes bad when you don't have it. That's right.
You see, Christians are to give to life, and Christians are to give to society a flavor, a tang, a zest.

Most of the people in America are simply living bland lives. They're living flavorless lives. That's the reason
they're always trying to do something to get themselves on some kind of a high. Most of the people that you
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go to work with tomorrow, as I've told you before, they're not all that interested in going to Heaven or Hell,
they just want to know how to hack it on Monday. There is no excitement, no thrill, their lives are tasteless.
Their lives are flavorless. It is the bland leading the bland. And we who are Christians, we are to be different.
That's the reason the Bible says in Colossians Chapter 4 and verse 6, “Let your speech always be seasoned
with salt.” You know, there ought to be something about every Christian that's absolutely exciting. Do you
know why | think we have so many boring sermons? Because preachers are boring. Why do we have so
many boring Sunday school lessons? Because the teacher is bored.

A preacher went to the doctor, and he said, "Doctor, you've got to give me something to help me
because of my snoring.” The Doctor said, "Is it keeping your wife awake?” He said, "It's keeping the whole
congregation awake." Let your speech be seasoned with salt. There ought to be zest about us. There ought
to be a flavor about the children of God. Salt seasons.

I'll tell you what else salt does. My dear friend, salt preserves. \When Jesus talked about being the salt of
the earth, in that crowd, there were fishermen. Jesus is right there by the Sea of Galilee. This is the sermon on
the mount, and Jesus is telling those fishermen right there, “You are the salt of the earth.” And obviously He's
talking about the preserving power of salt as well as the seasoning power of salt. Salt in that day prevented
decay, it restrained corruption. It was necessary for those fishermen to keep their fish edible, for them to salt
them down. And oh, if ever there were a day when we need the preserving power of the Gospel salt it is this
day of deadly decay.

Now a third thing salt does. Not only does salt flavor, not only does salt preserve, but salt heals. You
remember reading there in Second Kings where Elisha put salt into some deadly, polluted waters. And
those waters were healed, and where there was barrenness, and bitterness, there came blessedness. Salt
has an antiseptic about it. Salt has healing properties to it. As a matter of fact, in Bible times, when little
babies were born, they would give that baby a saline bath. They would salt the baby with salt, that is to hold
down infection. And so salt, my dear friend, is an antiseptic. Salt heals.

But I'll tell you what else salt does. Salt burns, salt irritates. Have you ever gotten a little ulcer in your
mouth and then eaten a tomato with some salt on it? Have you ever gotten a cut on your hand, and then
got salt in it? You see the Bible says in Mark Chapter 9 and verse 49, "For everyone shall be salted with fire."
What's he saying? He's saying fire and salt have something in common. My dear friend, salt burns. And

| want to tell you that the truth of God's Word, when it is rubbed into this diseased, and putrefying old
world, will sting. Now there are a lot of people who want a non-irritating brand of the Gospel. But my dear
friend, | want to tell you, no offense means no effect. You describe this world. You preach to this world. And
you're going to be an irritant to this world. Salt burns, it irritates.

I'll tell you what else salt does, my dear friend, salt penetrates. You can take just a pinch of salt, and put
it into a gallon of water, and it will permeate that entire gallon of water. As a matter of fact, salt is one of the
few major compounds that will dissolve equally well in hot or cold water. And what we need to do is to get
the salt to the source, where it can penetrate, where it can activate and change society. You know what
happens in so many of our churches, we become just gigantic salt warehouses. You don't salt salt. We're
salting one another when we need to salt society. Many of our Sunday school classes have become sacred
societies for snubbing sinners when they ought to be salt shakers, getting out here and changing the world.
Salt penetrates.

10
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Jesus said here in this passage of Scripture, "You're the salt of the earth.” Look at it in verse 13, He didn't
say, you're the salt of the church, you're the salt of the earth.

We hear a lot today about separation of church and state. Any time any preacher stands up and begins
to talk about the moral issues of today, when they have a political ramification, someone will say, "Oh hush,
hush, separation of church and state, separation of church and state. You go back under the rock where
you belong and shut up.” My dear friend, I'm coming out from under the rock, I'm standing on the Rock,
and I want to tell this world dear friend, that Christians are to be the salt of the earth, and we may believe in
the separation of church and state, rightly understood, but we don't believe in the separation of salt from
society. Jesus Christ said, "You are the salt of the earth.” And if God's people, good people, don't speak out
and stand up, this nation is going to Hell in a hand basket, and real quick. | hope you understand that.
Separation from sin, yes. Isolation from sinners, absolutely not. You know the problem with us, we sit in these
auditoriums like this, all around America today, and all we have become is some sort of glorified salt shaker,
the salt never gets out.

INn 1985, in New Orleans, Louisiana, there was a celebration. Do you know what they were celebrating?
The park commission was celebrating, they had gone through the entire summer without one drowning in
the city pools. They were so excited about that. There were 200 people there, they were having celebration.
With those 200 people, there were 100 lifeguards. They were there celebrating. At the end of the celebration,
the four lifeguards there that night, looked in the bottom of the pool, and there was a fully dressed man
that drowned in the midst of 100 lifeguards. Jerome Moody, age 31, died surrounded by 200 people and 100
lifeguards. And | wonder how many souls are going to Hell in our neighborhoods surrounded by people
who claim to be the salt of the earth. Salt, my dear friend, penetrates.

Now that's the dynamic of pure salt. | want to talk to you about the dissipation of polluted salt. Look at
again in Matthew 5 verse 13, "You are the salt of the earth, but, but if the salt have lost his savor, wherewith
shall it be salted?” And in Bible times they got much of their salt from the dead sea. There's more salt
concentrated there than any other place on earth. When the sun would come out on that particular salt, it
would evaporate the water, and the salt and the minerals would be left behind together. You couldn't use
that on your table. As a matter of fact it's polluted. It's terrible, nauseous. | have been down there to put my
finger in that, just put it to the tip of my tongue. It's bitter indeed. Salt, yes, but all of the purity of salt has
leaked out and leeched out, and the chemicals, the impurities are left. It is valueless.

Not only is it valueless, it is harmful. If you would take that salt and put it on your crops, they would die.
If you were to pore it down the well, the water would be poison. What would they do with that salt, I'll tell
you one thing they could do it, they could just cast it out on the roadway. That's the only safe place for it.
You couldn't put it on the fields, where it would leak down into the water supply and so forth. Put it on the
roadway. And because it made a very good cement, the moisture would come and dampen it, and it would
harden, and men would walk on it, and it would be trampled down. Nothing would grow there. But it made
very good pavement for men to walk on. Look at what he says here, “But you are the salt of the earth, but if
the salt had lost it's savor, it's saltiness, wherewith shall it be salted. It is thenceforth good for nothing but to
be cast out and to be trodden under foot of men.”

Do you know what is happening to the church of the Lord Jesus Christ today, my dear friend, do you
know what is happening to Christians in this day and this age? We're being walked on like never before. You
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know as well as | know that the whipping boy in today's society is the Bible-believing Christian. Isn't it true?
People today have us beneath their feet. You say, “Well preacher, they're never supposed to love us.” | don't
care whether they love us or not. | don't want them to love us. Jesus said in Luke 6 verse 26, “Beware when
all men speak well of you.” I want them to respect us. The problem is today my dear friend, that they no
longer respect Bible believing Christians. And ['ll tell you why, because we have become good for nothing.
We have lost our saltiness. The world has no respect for the children of God. We're trodden down under the
foot of men.

The third thing | want you to notice. | have talked to you about the dynamic of pure salt. | have talked to
you about the dissipation of polluted salt. Let me talk to you finally and a little more emphatically, if | might,
about the demand for preserving salt. If there were ever a need, if there ever a time, if there were ever
an age for the salt to work, now is the need, now is the time, now is the age. | wonder if rivers of blood and
oceans of tears are what it's going to take to bring this nation to her knees.

| am more concerned about America today than | have ever been in my life. Many people do not
understand what is happening in America. My dear friend, if America was ever at the crossroads, she's at
the crossroads this hour. And many people do not understand because they themselves are saltless saints.
They are good for nothing saints. They are being trodden under the foot of man. | am alarmed. | would to
God, I would to God that God would give me the power and strength to stir you and stir others who hear
this message today.

What has happened in America? In 1962, the Supreme Court of the United States of America banned
prayer in the public schools. My dear friend, the free-born American ought to be able to pray anywhere: In the
home, in your house, in the schoolhouse, the state house, church house, the White House. But school prayer
was banned in 1962. Then the Bible. Reading the Bible was banned in 1963. Then the posting of the Ten
Commandments was banned in 1980. So as to say the kids, if they come and see the Ten Commandments
on the wall, they may be influenced by that. They may be influenced not to kill. They may be influenced not
to steal. They may be influenced not to commit adultery. Oh we wouldn't want to do that. So in so-called
"God blessed America" these things have tumbled down and in 1987, the United States has become, by that
time, a legally atheistic country. Did you know there is presently more religious freedom in the former Soviet
Union than there is in the United States of America today. God, the Bible, the Ten Commandments, and
prayer are illegal in our schools. But condoms, sex education, homosexuality, humanism are legal. America's
public education system is becoming a snake pit. And I'll tell you why my dear friend, the salt has lost its
savor. And it's time for the salt to work.

In 1973, Abortion on demand was legalized in America. January the 22nd, 1973, will go down in my
estimation as the blackest day in American history. When 9 black-robed Supreme Court Justices, the self-
appointed high priests of the new humanism classified little babies in the mother's womb as a non-person.
The little baby therefore is a non-person, it has no rights. Since that time more than 20 million little preborn
babies have been slaughtered and they have been sacrificed upon the alter of expediency. Did you know
that in the last 15 years at least half and more than half of all of the pregnancies among white Americans
have been killed by abortion. Most of them, not even therapeutic, most of them convenient abortions.
Beloved it's time for the salt to work.

Did you know that in the last 25 years suicides among young people have increased 150%? It's time for
the salt to work. Did you know that two thirds of the graduating seniors in our high schools, | said two-thirds,
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confessed when polled that they have experimented with illegal drugs? It's time my dear friend, for the
salt to work. Did you know that in America, one million of America's teenage girls get pregnant every year?
It's time for the salt to work. In America, so-called "God blessed America," sodomy has gone from a sin, to a
sickness, to a socially accepted practice. It is time for the salt to work. In America the divorce rate has risen
40% from 1970 t0 1992; 40% It is time for the salt to work. | am telling you that the cesspools of iniquity are full
and running over. Love is forsaken as lust. Satan is worshipped as a saint. Man is magnified above his maker.
And it is time for the salt to work.

I want to tell you something my dear friend, not only is America ripe for judgment, America is now being
judged. All of these things are the judgment of God. How does God judge us? He lets us have our way. Not
only is God America's biggest hope, only hope, God is America's biggest threat. The judgment of God, and
God not only will judge America, God is judging America. It's time for the salt to work. The only hope, the
only hope, the only hope, it's not in Washington, it's not in the Pentagon, it's not on Capitol Hill, it's not in
Tennessee, it's not in Nashville, it's not in our city hall. My dear friend, the only hope to keep the decay down
is the salt of the earth, God's people. We need to apply the salt.

The problem is not with Hollywood, the needy elite. The problem is not with the pornographers. The
problem is not with the liquor dealer. The problem is not with the crooked politicians. Very frankly my dear
friend, if you want to know where the problem is, look around, ilt's saltless saints. That's where the problem
is. Salt that has lost its savor. “It is thenceforth good for nothing but to be cast out and to be trodden under
the foot of men.”

Let me tell you what has happened in America. The Zondervan Publishing House presented these
following items. Quote, "Some things to ponder about the land of the free and the home of the brave.
In the wake of the Supreme Court stances, number one/" listen to this, "you may not display a cross on
public property unless it's on fire. In which case such action is protected by the First Amendment of the
Constitution." That's a free expression of speech. In most cases, "In most states' rather, "A minor" that is
a child, a young child, "may abort an unborn child without her parent's consent. Yet without her parent's
permission she may not go on a school field trip to the zoo.” You can't even take her to the zoo without
parent's permission, but you can abort a child without the parent's permission or even knowledge. We live
in America today, where if you wanted to use a dog for medical purposes, medical experimentation, there
is going to go up around America a great human cry. And yet in the same so-called America we have those
who are campaigning to use, to farm, to harvest the tissue of aborted babies for the same purpose. We save
the whale. We kill the babies.

We want to spare the rain forest, but we kill the babies. What is wrong in America? What has happened
to this land of the free, this home of the brave. I'll tell you what has happened, the salt has lost its savor.
We are good for nothing. We are fit to be cast out and trodden under foot of men. And that is what has
happened. Friend, it's time for the salt to work.

You say, “Pastor are you an optimist or a pessimist?” I'm realist. | believe, as long as there is God there
is hope. | believe that we can have revival in America. | hope you believe it. Why? Because | believe in God.
When you talk about revival in America, all you get from some people is a sympathetic smile. My dear friend,
| want to tell you God is not dead, and God is not old, and God is not sick, and God has not lost His power.
And we sing about the Second Coming of Jesus Christ, but you better stop using the Second Coming of
Jesus Christ as a last resort and some escape clause. Where meanwhile back at the ranch we're living here
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and you don't know Jesus may not come for a hundred years. | want my grandchildren to live in the kind of
a land that | had the joy of living in, only | want it to be better. You say, “But men are so wicked today.” Well
friend, let me tell you something, God has never had anything but wicked people to work with. Adam was
totally depraved. You can't get worse than that. It's an insult to God to say that we cannot have revival in
wicked times.

On Mount Carmel, the priest availed 450, Elijah one man of God. He proposed a contest, he said the god
that answers by fire, let Him be God. And that was the test, not fame, figures or finances, but fire. And God
sent revival on Mount Carmel and the fire came and burned that wet sacrifice. You remember the story?
Don't say we can't have revival. My dear friend, a god that can't burn wet wood is no good anyway. God is
still alive. In Nineveh, you think America is bad, my dear friend, the way the people in Nineveh were living
in Jonah's time was so terrible, that God said, “I'm going to obliterate them all. I'm going to destroy them.”
And God sent a salty saint. By the way, he had to spend the night on a foam blubber mattress before he got
right. God sent Jonah, and an entire city, about the size of Memphis, Tennessee, repented in sack cloth and
ashes. God can do it.

My dear friend, in Jerusalem, there was a mighty revival in Jerusalem: the day of Pentecost. Never was
there a city where they hated Jesus Christ more, for there they crucified Him. They were gospel hardened.
They had heard the preaching of the prophets and had turned from it. Not only that, there was scandal.
Simon Peter cursed and swore on one of His closest and denied Him. Judas had sold Him for 30 pieces of
silver. And yet on the day of Pentecost, the Spirit of God fell, and those salty saints moved out, and there was
revival.

My dear friend, in the dark ages, we call it the Protestant Reformation, you think things are bad today,
my dear friend, the boys and girls in our Sunday know more about the Bible than the priests in those days.
It was a terrible thing, and yet God raised up Luther. God raised up Calvin. God raised up others. And there
was what you call the Protestant Reformation. It was a mighty revival. It was a change in history. And God
sent revival. And | say, "Oh God do it again.” It's time my dear friend, for the salt to work.

When Wesley was in England. My dear friend, you talk about in the eighteenth century, there was a
complete breakdown in the government. The morals of France were about to take over the immorality of
France, were just about to overtake England. The clergy in England were drunken, they were gambling.
They were profligate people. There was a state church, and the Puritan preachers came in. They decided
they would be the salt of the earth. Those Puritan preachers were put in jail. The slave trade was flourishing, it
was a dark day. And my dear friend, God sent Wesley and others, and there was a mighty revival in England.

Even in America, Dwight L. Moody, he was the Billy Graham of his day. Never was unbelief more firmly
entrenched than in when Dwight L. Moody was preaching. On one occasion, Dwight L. Moody preached
to a congregation of infidels about the size of this congregation. All of them saying, "I'm an infidel. | don't
believe in Cod. | hate Christ. | hate the Bible.” Dwight L. Moody, a little uneducated, shoe clerk, stood up and
preached to all those infidels, and the power of God fell because of one salty saint. Don't tell me we can't
have revival. Don't tell me it's too late for America. You say, “Well there's so much sin. There's sin in Hollywood.
There is sin in pornography. There is sin in the music industry. There is sin in the government. God help us,
there is sin in the church.” But | want to tell you, the Bible says, "Where sin did abound, grace doth much
more abound.” The problem is not that God cannot. God said, "If My people, which are called by My name
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shall humble themselves and pray, and seek My face and turn from their wicked way, then will | hear from
Heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.”

It's time to blow the trumpet, time to blow the trumpet in America. It's time. Oh it's past time for the salt
to work. You know what? Do you know what? Do you know what? God took sodium, (deadly and explosive)
God took chlorine, nauseous and deadly. And God by His divine chemistry, put them together, and God
made something incredibly wonderful. Necessary for life, necessary for preservation. Necessary for purity.
My dear friend, the God who did that with commmon salt, is the God who by the chemistry of the cross can
change you, and make you a brand new creature. There are millions in the world, billions, whose lives have
been changed radically and dramatically, for good, for God, and for Heaven by faith in Jesus Christ.

Heads are bowed, eyes are closed. How many of you in this building would say, "Pastor Rogers, I'm saved
and | know it. If | died today, God's spirit tells me, | would go straight to Heaven, because | have repented of
my sin, because | have repented of my sin, | have trusted Jesus Christ as my personal Savior, | have confessed
Him openly and publicly, | have followed Him into believer's baptism, lam now living for Him in the fellowship
of a New Testament, Bible believing church. Living by His word. And the Spirit of God tells me, | belong to
Jesus Christ. And | know if | should die today, I'm going to Heaven.

Now if you couldn't say that, my dear friend, It's time for you to receive Christ.

You can be saved today, now, by receiving Jesus Christ. The Bible says, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and thou shalt be saved.” And that word, believe doesn't mean mere intellectual agreement, it's a Bible
word which means trust, commitment. Trust Jesus, commit your life to Him. And you will be saved. And
when you get saved. You become the salt of the earth.

Father, there's some homes here that need your saving salt. There's some schools that need salt. There's
some offices that need salt. | pray, dear God, that You would make these Your children. Some of them
who've been good for nothing, salty saints. And Lord, | pray that You'll save the lost today. In this place, In
Jesus name, Amen.
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