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A Profile in Power
By Adrian Rogers

Date Preached: August 12, 1979

Main Scripture Text: 2 Kings 2:9

“And it came to pass, when they were gone over, that Elijah said unto Elisha, Ask what |
shall do for thee, before | be taken away from thee. And Elisha said, | pray thee, let a
double portion of thy spirit be upon me.”

2 KINGS 2:9

Outline
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Introduction

Second Kings, the second chapter. We're talking tonight, we’re continuing tonight, in a
series of messages on what we call “The Miracles of Elisha.” And we’re making that
relate to the miracle life that every believer ought to live. Last Sunday night, we talked
about “The Design for Discipleship,” and how to be a disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Tonight, the title of our message is “A Profile in Power,” how to receive the power of
God for our miracle lives that we're to live. Second Kings chapter 2 and verse 9 is the
key verse that we'll look at: “And it came to pass, when they were gone over, that Elijah
said unto Elisha, Ask what | shall do for thee, before | be taken away from thee...”—now
if God were to give you a blank check, and say, “Ask what you will,” what would you ask
for tonight? Would you ask for wealth? Would you ask for influence? Would you ask for
health? What would you ask for? Elisha had a blank check, as it were, and this is what
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he asked for. He said—“Ask what | shall do for thee, before [I’'m] taken away from thee.
And Elisha said, | pray thee, let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me” (2 Kings 2:9).

Now in the last message, we found that Elisha was divinely appointed. But it's not
enough for the man of God to be divinely appointed. He must also be divinely anointed.
In the last message, we saw Elisha emptying himself as he left position, as he left
possessions, as he left parents. But it is not enough for one to empty himself. One must
also be filled with the fullness of God. But even God cannot fill that which is already full.
And if you want God to fill you, you've got to come to that place that Elisha came to
when he allowed God to empty him. And before you can take hold on God, you must let
go of the things of this world. But it's not enough, ladies and gentlemen—I want to say
again—just to let go of the world unless you take hold of God. I'm not impressed with
anybody who'’s dead to the world unless that person is also alive to God.

And so here was Elisha, who said to Elijah, “l want a double portion of the spirit that
rests upon you to rest upon me.” That is, “l want the same power that’s in your ministry
to be in my ministry; and the same power that’s in your life, | want it to be in my life—
only | want a double portion.” That actually is the portion of the firstborn son. And what
he’s saying is, “l want a full legacy.”

Now | want you to notice four steps—four steps—tonight in Elisha’s quest for the
double portion.

l. A Steadfast Determination

First of all, and the first step, is what | call a steadfast determination. | want you to read
with me now chapter 2, verses 1 through 7, that builds up to verse 9 that we just read:
“And it came to pass, when the LORD would take up Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind,
that Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal. And Elijah said unto Elisha, Tarry here, | pray
thee; for the LORD hath sent me to Bethel. And Elisha said unto him, As the LORD
liveth, and as thy soul liveth, | will not leave thee. So they went down to Bethel. And the
sons of the prophets that were at Bethel came forth to Elisha, and said unto him,
Knowest thou that the LORD will take thy master from thy head to day? And he said,
Yea, | know it; hold ye your peace. And Elijah said unto him, Elisha, tarry here, | pray
thee; for the LORD hath sent me to Jericho. And he said, As the LORD liveth, and as
thy soul liveth, | will not leave thee. So they came to Jericho. And the sons of the
prophets that were at Jericho came to Elisha, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the
LORD will take away thy master from thy head to day? And he answered, Yea, | know
it; hold ye your peace. And Elijah said unto him, Tarry, | pray thee, here; for the LORD
hath sent me to Jordan. And he said, As the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, | will
not leave thee. And they two went on. And fifty men of the sons of the prophets went,
and stood to view afar off: and they two stood by Jordan” (2 Kings 2:1-7).
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Now here’s an interesting thing. Elisha is a disciple of Elijah. It was Elijah who cast
his mantle upon Elisha, and he, Elisha, followed Elijah and ministered to him. But now
here’s the strange thing. His master, his leader, his discipler, is saying to Elisha, “Just
stop right here. You've gone far enough. Just leave me alone. I'm going on. And you
can stay right here.” And Elisha said, “Oh no, sir, wherever you go, I’'m going. I’'m going
to stick to you just like glue on flypaper. You can'’t get rid of me. As the Lord lives, as my
soul lives, I'll not leave you. I'm going to stick with you; I’'m going to stay by you.”

Now why? Here was a man who was motivated by a burning, intense desire to stay
unshakably by his master. Now the interesting thing is this: that Elijah keeps telling him,
“Just stay here; I'm going on. You just stay here.” Now why would Elijah do that when
he knows that Elisha wants a blessing and when he knows that Elisha needs a
blessing? Why would he say to him, “You just stay here; I'm going on”? I'll tell you why.
Because he was testing him. Because he was trying him. Because he was proving him.

You know, there’s something about the way that God deals with us that we need to
learn. Did you know that God sometimes, ladies and gentlemen, will seem to
discourage us when He doesn’t really want to discourage us but He wants to test us?
Let me tell you something, friend. | don’t know how much of God that you have—pay
attention now—I don’t know how much of God you have tonight, but you have all you
want. And if you don’t have any more, it is really because you don’t want anymore.

You know, we say that we want power. We say that we want a double portion. We
say that we want to be filled with the Spirit. But I'm afraid sometimes, ladies and
gentlemen, that that is a prayer meeting request, easily uttered and soon forgotten.
Would you say, “As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, | will not stop; | will not let up;
| will not back up; | will not shut up until ’'m filled up, until | am filled with the Spirit of
God, until I have that double portion”?

You see, there were obstacles.

A. The Obstacle of Discouragement
The first obstacle was discouragement. In verse 2, you find Elisha discouraged, Elijah
discouraging him. In verse 4, you find Elijah discouraging him. In verse 6, you find Elijah
saying, “Tarry here,” and discouraging him. Why was he discouraging him? He didn’t
really want to discourage him.

Let me give you another example. Do you remember in the Bible where Jacob was
wrestling with the angels and remember the angel was the angel of Yahweh, and there
they were in a wrestling match? Now I've often heard of the man wrestling with the
angels, Jacob wrestling with the angel, but have you ever thought about the angel
wrestling with Jacob? Now here’s a man and an angel. Now who do you think could win
in a fight like that? | mean, here’s a mortal man and an angel. And the angel was really
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the pre-incarnate Christ, the angel of Yahweh. Now it's very obvious—it’s very
obvious—if that angel wanted to get away, he could; or, if that angel wanted to prevail
and win that fight, he could—very obvious—and yet you hear the angel saying, “Let me
go, let me go.” And here’s Jacob saying, “I'll not let you go unless you bless me. I'll not
let you go.” And here’s the angel saying, “Let me go.” You know that angel could have
gotten away if he’d wanted to. That fight was fixed, folks. | mean, here’s the whole idea.
Look. The whole time the angel of the Lord is saying to Jacob, “Let me go,” he’s secretly
saying, ‘| hope he doesn’t—I hope he doesn’t.”

That’s strange, isn’t it? It seems as though God wants to discourage us. But He
doesn’t really want to discourage us. He wants to test us and prove us. And ole Jacob
said, “l will not let thee go.” And do you know what the angel of the Lord said? “You’re
no longer Jacob now; you're Israel. You've prevailed with God” (Genesis 32:24-30).

Elijah was saying to Elisha, “Turn back, stay here.” And Elisha said, “Oh, no, sir, not
on your life. I'm going all the way.”

Do you remember that Syrophoenician woman who came to Jesus, and this woman
who was a pagan woman, and she had a daughter that was vexed with a demon spirit,
came and asked Jesus for a blessing for the daughter? And Jesus said, “Woman, what
do | have to do with you? | have not been sent but to the lost sheep of the house of
Israel” (Matthew 15:24). And then Jesus said something that seems so mean, so cruel.
Jesus said, “It's not right to take children’s bread and give it to dogs” (Matthew 15:26;
Mark 7:27).

Now what would you have done right there? What would you have done had Jesus
spoken that way to you, and said, “I'm not going to take bread off the children’s table for
these good wonderful Jewish people and give it to you, a pagan Gentile dog”? It doesn’t
even sound like Jesus, does it? But Jesus said it. Oh, listen. Jesus knew exactly what
He was doing. And do you know what happened to this woman? Her chin started to
quiver, her eyes ran with tears, and she looked up into the face of Jesus, and she said,
“Yes, Master, that’s true. But even the dogs...”—and she used the worst name for dogs.
Jesus used a name for dog that meant “household pet,” but she used another word for
dog that means “the mangy, yellow, back alley cur.” And she said—“But even the dogs
eat the crumbs that fall from the children’s table” (Matthew 15:27; Mark 7:28). And the
heart of Jesus burst with love. And He said, “Woman, great is thy faith,” and He blessed
her and gave her what she needed (Matthew 15:28; Mark 7:29-30). It seemed like He
was trying to discourage her, but He wasn’t. He was just giving her a platform for her
faith.

It seemed like that angel was trying to get away from Jacob, but he wasn't. It seems
here that Elijah was trying to get away from Elisha, but he wasn’t. And sometimes, dear
friend, it might seem that God is far from you. And it might seem that God is
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discouraging you. And it might seem that God is not going to answer your payer, but
would you press on through? Don’t give up—don’t give up. Get hold of God tonight and
say, “O God, | will not let thee go until thou dost bless me. As my soul liveth, I'll not
forsake you. I'm staying by you until | get the blessing.”

B. The Obstacle of Difficulties
Not only was there the obstacle of discouragement, but friend, there was the obstacle of
difficulties. Have you ever noticed the places that they travel? It's not by chance here
that these places are mentioned there in verse 2 and verse 4 and verse 6. We see
Gilgal, Bethel, and Jericho. What were these places? These were places that once God
had blessed in a mighty way, but now they’ve turned to centers of pagan influence and
demonology and idolatry. And this is the way that Elijah led him: right into every one of
these hotbeds of infidelity. And God allowed him to see all of the difficulties and all of
the problems.

What was God showing him? God was showing him, friend, you'd better be
determined enough if you want a double portion not to let discouragement stop you and
not to let difficulties stop you. There are going to be difficulties. | believe that's what he
was saying. You want to be filled with the Spirit tonight? You want to be a servant of
God tonight? All right, friend, | want to tell you it's not an easy road. And | want to tell
you the world is chockfull of enemies who are ready to come down hard on a man of
God, on the woman of God, on the boy or girl who dares to live for Jesus Christ. Now if
you just want to live a mediocre life, if you want to just drift to and fro, that’s all right. But
when you get ready for the double portion, get ready for the double persecution. Now,
listen. Leonard Ravenhill has said that, “When God opens the windows of heaven to
bless us, the devil will open the doors of hell to blast us.”

C. The Obstacle of Derision
But still Elisha had a sincere determination that overcame discouragement. It overcame
difficulty. It overcame derision. Look, if you will, please, in verse 3: “And the sons of the
prophets that were at Bethel came forth to Elisha, and said unto him, Knowest thou that
the LORD will take away thy master from thy head to day? And he said, Yea, | know it;
hold ye your peace” (2 Kings 2:3). Then look again, if you will, please, at verse 5, and
we find almost the same thing: “And the sons of the prophets that were at Jericho came
to Elisha, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the LORD will take away thy master
from thy head to day? And he answered, Yea, | know it; hold ye your peace” (2 Kings
2:5). That is, “Put a lid on it; can it.”

What were they doing? Now it doesn’t come through here as easily in English, but
they were deriding him. They were making fun of him. They were ridiculing him. They
were saying, “In a little while, you’ll be by yourself, you’ll be helpless, and you might as
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well go back home; you might as well drop out; you might as well quit. You'll be lost
without him.” And the whole idea was one of derision and one of ridicule. And yet
Elisha, the man of God, went on.

Did you know that some people have been laughed out of the work for God? Did you
know that some people can take almost anything but scorn and ridicule, and they wither
under that? But here was a man—I want you to notice him now—here was a man who
wanted a double portion, and he had a sincere determination that could not be stopped
by discouragement. It could not be stopped by difficulty. And it could not be stopped by
derision.

Il A Spiritual Identification

Point number two—and let’s see, just check up, first of all: Do you have a sincere
determination tonight? | mean, with as much as in you is, do you say | want, | long, to
be filled with the Spirit of God? You say, “Well, Brother Rogers, | need to be filled with
Spirit of God.” | didn’t ask you that. You say, “Well, I'm empty.” My car’s been empty
many a time, but it's never once been thirsty. | want to ask you, Are you thirsting? Are
you hungry? Are you seeking? Are you wanting? Are you desiring? Are you
determined? Had you rather die without being filled with the Spirit of God? A sincere
determination: “As my soul liveth, | will not leave thee nor forsake thee.”

All right, now, not only a sincere determination, but point number two in this journey
to fullness was a spiritual identification. Notice here now—I'm reading 2 Kings 2 and
beginning in verse 8: “And Elijah took his mantle, and wrapped it together, and smote
the waters, and they were divided hither and thither, so that they two went over on dry
ground. And it came to pass, when they were gone over, that Elijah said unto Elisha,
Ask what | shall do for thee, before | be taken away from thee. And Elisha said, | pray
thee, let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me” (2 Kings 2:8-9).

Now the key word in being filled with the Holy Spirit, or a key word, is identification.
Now what do | mean by identification? | mean being identified with our Lord. There are
three things that come to me out of these verses that I've just read.

A. The Persons
First of all, the persons—the persons. Let’s go back to verse 7: “And fifty men of the
sons of the prophets went, and stood to view afar off: and they two..."—which two?
Elijah and Elisha, the disciple and the discipler, the master and the student—*“and they
two stood by Jordan. And Elisha took his mantle, and wrapped it together, and smote
the waters, and they were divided hither and thither, so that they two™—notice they
two—“went over on dry ground” (2 Kings 2:7-8). Here was the disciple and his master
crossing Jordan together.
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Now friend, | said this about a month ago, but it bears repeating, and it's not so great
because I've said it; it’s just great because it’s great. And | want you to listen to it. One
of the greatest secrets of living a victorious life that | know anything about: Zo/iness is
not the way to Christ; Christ is the way to holiness. Now did you get that? Did you hear
it? Did it sink in? Let me say it again: Holiness is not the way to Christ; Christ is the way
to holiness. Now what | mean by that is this: So many times we think, you know, “If |
could pray enough, maybe | can get close to Jesus”; or, “if | could live purely enough,
maybe | could get close to Jesus; or, “if | could study my Bible thoroughly and learn my
Bible, maybe that would bring me close to Jesus; if | could get my life holy, that holiness
would bring me into proximity to Jesus Christ and would bring me in a relationship with
Jesus Christ.” But not so.

Dear friend, it is Jesus Christ who enables you to pray. It is Jesus Christ who
enables you to study the Bible. It is Jesus Christ who enables you to live the pure life.
Learn it: that just as Elisha was identified with Elijah, so you must be identified with the
Lord Jesus Christ if you would have a double portion. Holiness is not the way to Christ.
Christ is the way to holiness. And so we see the persons: “They two went over.”

B. The Place
And then | want you to see the place. Notice here in verse 7: “They...stood by Jordan.”
Where did this thing transpire? Where did this man receive a double portion of his
spirit? “By Jordan.”

Now what is Jordan in the Bible? Well, Jordan is that old river that we talk about and
sing about and make sermons about. But actually, Jordan means the river of death—the
river of death. And in Bible typology and symbolism, crossing Jordan does not
symbolize going to heaven, but crossing Jordan symbolizes leaving the carnal life, and
the self-life, and entering into the fullness of God.

You remember there in Joshua chapter 3 that Joshua led the children of Israel out of
the wilderness and into Canaan, and the way that he did it was that he crossed over
Jordan on dry sod (Joshua 3). Jordan symbolizes in the Bible—are you paying
attention?—taking death to yourself—taking death to yourself. Here at the river of death
they two went through. Jesus was baptized in Jordan, and baptism symbolizes burial
and death. The river Jordan symbolizes taking death to ourselves and to that old way.
And here were the two, the man identified with his master, both of them going down into
the river of death on the one side, and coming up on the other side to live that
resurrection life.

You want to be filled with Spirit of God? You do, sir? You want a double portion? Do
you, lady? Do you really? You really do? Are you willing to forsake self? Are you willing
to deny yourself? Are you willing to go with your Master down into the river of death? If
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not, forget it. Did you know that self can want a double portion of the Spirit? Did you
know that self can want to be a good preacher? Did you know that self can want to be a
good singer? Did you know that self can want to be a good Bible student? Did you know
that self can want to be a good Sunday School teacher? Did you know that self can
want to be a well-known layman? Did you know that?

And God'’s not buying it. God is not going to superimpose His mighty dynamic power
on your old self-life, taking death to self. Jesus said, “If any man will come after me, let
him deny himself, and take up his cross” (Matthew 16:24; Luke 9:23). And let me say
something now. Jesus didn’t say, “Deny yourself things.” You know what some people
think denying themselves is? Doing without certain kinds of food, doing without sleep,
doing without certain pleasures. They think maybe if they go off and live in a monastery,
that they’re denying themselves. Friend, there’s no holiness in a hole.

Now let me tell you something. It is not denying yourself things; it is denying
yourself. Now that may include denying yourself things. But you can deny yourself
things without denying yourself. Simon Peter forsook his nets, but it was a long time
before Simon Peter forsook Simon Peter. And you see, self doesn’t want to die. Self,
like King Agag, will plead eloquently for its life (1 Samuel 15), but are you willing to say,
“None of me, and all of thee™? Are you so willing to be identified with the Lord Jesus
Christ that you with Him will go down into the river of judgment and come up on
resurrection ground, and say, “I'm willing that Adrian Rogers will die that Jesus Christ
may live.” The Apostle Paul said, “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless | live; yet not
I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which | now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the
Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me” (Galatians 2:20).

So the persons—the disciple and his master; the place—the river of death; and then
the power—notice verses verse 9: “And it came to pass, when they were gone over,
that Elijah said unto Elisha, Ask what | shall do for thee, before | be taken away” (2
Kings 2:9).

C. The Time
And notice the time when this request was ready to be granted. After this man had gone
all the way with a sincere determination and with a spiritual identification, now he’s
ready for the power. Now he’s ready for the double portion.

lll. A Strong Supplication

Now the third thing | want you to notice: Not only a sincere determination, and not only a
spiritual identification, identified with his master in death and resurrection, but | want you
to notice also, thirdly, a strong supplication. Notice, if you will, please, in verse 9: “And it
came to pass, when they were gone over, that Elijah said unto Elisha, Ask what | shall
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do for thee, before | be taken away from thee. And Elisha said, | pray thee,”—I pray
thee—‘let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me” (2 Kings 2:9).

Power and prayer are inseparably linked together. And as you study the Bible, you'll
find out that God gives us the fullness of the Spirit and the double portion—God gives
us that in answer to prayer. Look in Luke chapter 11 and verse 13 and see what our
Lord Jesus Christ taught about all of the fullness of the Spirit: “If ye then, being evil,
know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly
Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?” (Luke 11:13).

Now that’s very plain, isn’'t it? You want a double portion of the Spirit? Ask God for it.
But don’t ask prematurely; don’t ask before you have that sincere determination. Don’t
ask before you have that spiritual identification. But then, when you have, ask God.
“Ask, and it shall be given you” (Luke 11:9).

Look, if you will, please, in Acts chapter 4, and you're going to find out again here
that the fullness of the Spirit is linked with prayer. Acts chapter 4 and verse 31: “And
when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and
they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness”
(Acts 4:31). “When they had prayed” Are you willing to seek that place of prayer? Are
you willing to face your Master as Elisha faced his master, and said, “/ pray thee, let a
double portion of thy spirit be upon me’™?

IV. A Simple Appropriation

| must leave that point in order to finish, and let me go on to the fourth and final point:
Not only was there a sincere determination, not only was there a spiritual identification,
and not only was there a strong supplication, but then there was a simple appropriation.
Look again, please, in 2 Kings chapter 2, and this time let’s begin reading in verse 10—
2 Kings chapter 2 and verse 10: “And he said,—that is, Elijah said—“Thou hast asked a
hard thing: nevertheless, if thou see me when | am taken from thee, it shall be so unto
thee; but if not, it shall not be so. And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked,
that, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both
asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. And Elisha saw it, and he cried,
My father, my father, the chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof. And he saw him
no more: and he took hold of his own clothes, and rent them in two pieces. He took up
also the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and went back, and stood by the bank of
Jordan; and he took the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and smote the waters, and
said, Where is the LORD God of Elijjah? and when he also had smitten the waters, they
parted hither and thither: and Elisha went over” (2 Kings 2:10-14).

| call this simple appropriation. Now notice that Elisha’s power is related to the
ascension of his master just as our power is related to the ascension of our Master. |
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want you to look in Luke 24 and verse 49 with me for a moment, and | want to begin
reading in verse 49. We're talking about the ascended power of our Lord. And Jesus
said, “And, behold, | send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of
Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high. And he led them out as far as to
Bethany, and he lifted up his hands, and blessed them. And it came to pass, while he
blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up into heaven” (Luke 24:49-51).

And notice here that the enduement with power is linked with the ascension of our
Lord into glory. | want you to turn now to the next Gospel, the Gospel of John, in John
chapter 7 and verse 37, and | want you to look at this: “In the last day, that great day of
the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and
drink. He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow
rivers of living water. (But this spake ye of the Spirit, which they that believe on him
should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet
glorified)” (John 7:37-39). It was when Jesus was glorified, when Jesus was ascended,
that the Holy Spirit was given.

And now | want you to turn to Acts chapter 2, and | want you to read in verse 32. |
want you to see, dear friend, that our power is linked with our ascended Master in Acts
chapter 2, and | begin reading now in verse 32. Peter said on the Day of Pentecost,
“This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses. Therefore being by the
right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy
Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear. For David is not ascended
into the heavens: but he saith himself, The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right
hand, until | make thy foes thy footstool. Therefore let all the house of Israel know
assuredly, that God hath made the same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and
Christ” (Acts 2:32—-36). And notice the key—notice in verse 33: “Therefore being by the
right hand of God exalted,” He sent forth the promise of the Father, which was the Holy
Spirit.

What I’'m saying is this, ladies and gentlemen: We see the pattern in the Old
Testament, but we see the fulfillment in the New Testament. The Lord went up, the
Spirit came down, the disciples went out, and the lost came in. That’s the way it was;
that was God'’s plan. Our Lord ascended to glory. And now when our Lord ascended to
glory, He gave the promise of the Spirit. And just as Elisha’s master, Elijah, ascended,
he left behind him the symbol of his power, which was his mantle.

And | want you to notice what Elisha did. Elisha took his old garments, and he took
his strong hands and he ripped his old garments apart into two halves, and he took now
the mantle, the cloak of Elisha, and it had fallen to the ground. And he reached down,
and he picked it up, and he appropriated it.

Now ladies and gentlemen, he could have come thus far—he could have had a
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sincere determination, he could have had a spiritual identification, he could have had a
strong supplication—but until he came to a simple appropriation, there was still nothing.
There came a time when he by faith had to just simply reach down and take that mantle
and appropriate it, saying, “Off with the old, and on with the new.” | wonder, will you
come to the place where you've taken those other three steps by an audacious and yet
sanctified appropriation, and say, “I claim now the fullness of God’s power, on the basis
of the promise of my ascended Lord who has made the promise that | will be endued
with power”? Just appropriate the power of God’s Holy Spirit. And then, dear friend,
when you do, by faith, act on it.

Now you know, | just can imagine that he, Elisha, was really wondering somewhere,
perhaps, there was just a modicum of doubt in his mind as he took the mantle of Elijah,
and said, “Where’s the Lord God of Elijah?” and smote those waters. And dear friend,
until he began to act in faith, God still did not work. But when he by appropriation and
action moved out, God started to move in and God moved through this man.

Conclusion

Where is the Lord God of Elijah? Where is He, friend? He's in the same place He’s
always been. Do you know what | want to ask you tonight? Where are the Elijahs of
God? And where are the Elishas? And where are the people who will say, “O God, O
God, | want a double portion of the Spirit to be upon me”?
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Introduction

| want you, please, to take God’s Word and turn, tonight, to 2 Kings chapter 2, and
we’re going to begin reading in a moment in verse 19. Now, this morning we talked
about forgiveness, and we told you this: that if you want to be good to yourself, you
need to learn to forgive, because we said if you don’t forgive, if you “let...the sun go
down upon your wrath,” (Ephesians 4:26) that unforgiving spirit turns to bitterness, and
that bitterness turns to barrenness in your life, and God cannot bless. And, | just want to
drive the nail up a little tighter tonight. So, | just want to put a P.S. on this morning’s
message, and | want to tell you how to turn bitterness into blessing.

We begin reading here in verse 19. Elisha has just been anointed with the Holy Spirit
of God, a double portion of the power that was on Elijah, and he has crossed over
Jordan. And, the people of Jericho meet him, and this is what happened, beginning in
verse 19: “And the men of the city”—that is, the city of Jericho—*“said unto Elisha,
Behold, | pray thee, the situation of this city is pleasant, as my lord seeth™—and | have
been to Jericho personally a number of times, and | can tell you, it's one of the most
beautifully situated cities on earth—‘the situation of this city is pleasant, as my lord
seeth: but the water is naught™—that is, “it's no good”—*“and the ground barren”—that is,
“it's infertile; it doesn’t bear fruit"—“And he said"—that is, Elisha said—“Bring me a new
cruse™—now, a cruse is a vessel—“and put salt therein. And they brought it to him. And
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he went forth [into] the spring of the waters, and cast the salt in there, and said, Thus
saith the LORD, | have healed these waters; there shall not be from thence any more
death [nor] barren land. So the waters were healed unto this day, according to the
saying of Elisha which he spake.” (2 Kings 2:19-22)

I The Problem of Bitterness
| remind you again of the problem of bitterness. It is a problem that blows out the candle
of joy and leaves the soul in darkness. And, not only is it a problem that destroys the
individual, but bitterness is a problem that wrecks and ruins marriages, family
relationships, church relationships, and, indeed, shows itself in hurtful ways all over.

Now, if you’ve been around a bitter person, generally, that bitterness is caused
because of an unforgiving spirit. You'll find out that they may be a very harsh person, a
very critical person, a very judgmental person, and that bitterness may show itself, as
we preached this morning, as an outburst of anger, but it doesn’t always show itself that
way. Some people are just not wired that way. Some bitter people are very quiet, sullen.
Have you ever been around a sullen person? They are—they are—morose. Many times
they’re filled with self-pity. And, and, and, and it may show itself up as being politely
indifferent, cool, uninvolved, but the problem in their heart is bitterness that has taken
away the joy. They are bitter believers. They are sour saints. They are caustic
Christians. And, as we said this morning, they do more harm to the Body of Christ and
hold back more of the power of God than liars and drunkards do, because many of them
are in chief places, places of leadership, and yet they have the problem of bitterness.

Now, what has caused this bitterness has been a hurt, and that hurt has not been
resolved. And, that hurt is the poison soil in which the root of bitterness goes down deep
and which it grows. Now, the hurt may have been intentional—someone may have
intentionally hurt you—or the hurt may have been unintentional. Or, the hurt may have
not been real at all—it may only have been imagined. You may have it in your mind—
the devil may have deceived you—that somebody has hurt you, and, therefore, you
react.

| want to say that there’s not a one of us who’s not been hurt. | mean, if you're a
human being, you’ve been hurt. You just get hurt living. But, you're not necessarily bitter
because you dealt with that hurt. You took it out in the sunlight. You looked at it. You
committed it to the Lord. You had a forgiving spirit to the person who hurt you. You
mended the fence if you could, even when it wasn’t your fault. God’s grace took over,
and, thank God, you did not become bitter.

But, a bitter person is a person who refuses to deal with the problem. He harbors
hostility in his heart. He takes it into himself; and then, he has to justify the feeling that
he has, and so he becomes a negative person. He begins to look for more things that
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are wrong in order to justify the way he feels, because the Holy Spirit has convicted him
that he ought not to feel the way that he feels. And, he gets a controversy with God, and
he tells God that he has every right to feel the way that he feels. And, he looks around
for other reasons to justify this, and the more he sees, the more bitter he becomes. And,
by the way, if you come to any church service or go anywhere looking for something
wrong, you can find it anywhere—at Bellevue or at anyplace else. If you want something
to justify bitterness, just start looking. You can start with the pastor, and you can find
something if you want to look for it. You'll see what you want. You see, bitter people
have a way of bringing out the worst in other people. Bitter people know just exactly
how to push the right emotional button; they know how to get to you. And, if they push
that button and you react the way they want you to react, that gives them sort of a
wicked joy, because it justifies the way they feel and they become more and more bitter.

Now, the problem with this is that most bitter people do not understand that they are
bitter. Most people here are wondering if any of those folks are going to understand this
message tonight. All of these deacons sitting up here on the front row—they’re sitting up
here with shovels; they’re just shoveling it over their shoulders like that, and all those
folks in the back are sitting there with umbrellas. Nobody thinks the message is for
them. They don’t really think that they are bitter. And, the Bible calls this thing of
bitterness in Hebrews 12 a “root of bitterness.” (Hebrews 12:15) Now, bitterness is
basically under the ground. And, a lot of people pull the weeds off by the top, but they
never really get down to the root.

Now, the passage that | have tonight is a passage that took place in history, where
Elisha, the prophet of God, was down in the city of Jericho, a very beautiful, gorgeous,
well-situated city, where it is warm in the winter and cool in the summer even though it’s
there in the Jordan valley—a very luxurious place, an oasis if you've been there (and |
hope someday you can get to go to Jericho). But the people who were living in Jericho
were deeply disappointed. There was something wrong in Jericho, and the thing that
was wrong in Jericho is that the water there was bitter; the water could not be used to
produce the crops that they needed. They had everything, seemingly; and yet, because
the water was poor, the situation was terrible. Outwardly beautiful—it could have been a
paradise—and yet this heartbreaking problem of bitter water. Now, | hope | am
justified—and | don’t think I'm misapplying the scripture—to say that symbolically, |
believe that’s a picture of a bitter life. You see, water, in the Bible, is spoken of as life:
“the water of life.” (Revelation 21:6; 22:1, 17) It is a symbol of life. Jesus Christ Himself
is called “the water of life.” but something had happened to the life of these people.

Now, notice here—look in the passage of Scripture that we have before you, and it
says here that the people said that “the water is naught.” (2 Kings 2:19) And, the word
naught here just simply means that... In verse 19—Iook at it: “And the men of the city
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said unto Elisha, Behold, | pray thee, the situation of this city is pleasant, as my lord
seeth: but the water is naught.” (2 Kings 2:19) The word for naught comes from a
Hebrew root, which means “to spoil.” That is, the water spoiled life; it poisoned life at its
source. There was a spring there today; that spring is still flowing. It's called “Elisha’s
Spring.”

And what happened is, because of this bitter water, the bitterness caused
barrenness. Look again in verse 19: “Behold, | pray thee, the situation of this city is
pleasant, as my lord seeth, but the water is naught, and the ground barren.” (2 Kings
2:19) Now, the word barren here means “causing to miscarry.” No fruit ever really came
to its full perfection. Now, it doesn’t mean that nothing grew. As | understand this, things
would grow. They would put the seed in the ground, and it would sprout. They would
plant the fruit trees, and they would grow. They would tend the vineyards, and the
tendrils and the vines would go out; and there would be the bud, and there would be the
blossom. But then, it would miscarry; it would fall to the ground. The shoots would burst
through the soil. The leaves would pop out. The buds would form. And then, they would
fade; and then, they would fall.

Do you know any Christians like that? They have the leaves of profession.
Everything looks good. They are well situated. But, there’s something wrong with those
lives at the very source, and these people live lives of barrenness. They go through the
motions. They’re beautifully situated in churches. They carry a Bible. They go to Sunday
School. But, there is no spiritual fruit in their lives. Bitterness causes barrenness every
time. Now, that might be you; that might be a picture of you. This story, though an
historical happening, may be a parable of your life.

Il The Prescription for Bitterness

Now, what did these people do? Well, they recognized, thank God, what | hope that you
will recognize—that there is a supernatural power to deal with bitterness. And so, they
come to Elisha. Now, why did they come to Elisha? Look in verse 19: “‘the men of the
city said unto Elisha, Behold, | pray thee, the situation of this city is [beautiful and so
forth].” (2 Kings 2:19) They came to him because they had seen the power of God on
his life. They recognized that God had anointed him. They knew that he spoke for God.
And, | just want to say this: that they recognize what | trust that you will recognize—that
the cure for the blight of bitterness is always supernatural. It will take a miracle to deal
with bitterness in your life, or my life, or anyone’s life. We have some psychiatrists in our
church; some of them are here tonight, | believe. But, there is no psychiatrist on this
earth who can deal with the problem of bitterness apart from the power of God in the life
of that individual. He may tranquilize an individual. He may help an individual to have a
better problem—how to cope with this problem. But, | am going to tell you, my dear
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friend, that the problem of bitterness is a spiritual problem, and it must have a spiritual
answer. And, | thank God for Christian psychiatrist who believes in spiritual answers like
we have, but there must be a problem beyond the normal pale of psychiatry that goes
down to the spiritual root of the matter.

Now, | want you to notice what happened, and we’re going to be very brief tonight,
but look, if you will, in verse 20. Here’s what Elisha said: “he said, Bring me a new
[vessel]—“a new cruse”™—“and put salt therein. And they brought it to him"™—now,
watch—“And he went forth unto the spring of the waters”—that is, “right to the very
source”—“and cast the salt in there, and [says], Thus saith the LORD, | have healed
these waters; there shall not be from thence any more death or barren land.” (2 Kings
2:20-21) Now, why salt? Salt, in the Bible, is highly emblematic, highly symbolic. Jesus
said of the Christian, “Ye are the salt of the earth.” (Matthew 5:13) Why? Because Christ
is in us, and salt, really, speaks of the Savior. Did you know that salt, in the Bible, is an
emblem and a symbol of the supernatural power of Jesus Christ?

Put in your margin Leviticus chapter 2 and verse 13, and let me read that to you:
“every oblation of thy meat offering shalt thou season with salt"—in plain English: “Don’t
make an offering unless you season that offering with salt.” And then, he goes on—
“neither shalt thou suffer the salt of the covenant of thy God to be lacking from thy meat
[offerings]: with all thine offerings thou shalt offer salt [with all of it.]” (Leviticus 2:13)

Again, Ezekiel chapter 43, verse 24—speaking of the offerings: “And thou shalt offer
them before the LORD, and the [priest] shall cast salt upon them, and they shall offer
them up for a burnt offering unto the LORD.” (Ezekiel 43:24) No matter how costly the
sacrifice was, that sacrifice was not accepted without salt. It is called in Leviticus 2 “the
salt of the covenant” (Leviticus 2:13)—that is, it speaks of the unbreakable promise
rooted in God’s unshakable power. And so, when Elisha says, “Bring salt,” he is talking
about the supernatural power of God in the life... And, the supernatural power of God
has to be applied to the source, to the spring. Reformation and good intentions are not
good enough; it takes the life of God to turn bitterness into blessings.

Now, let me give you another verse, and I'm almost finished. Mark 9 and verse 50:
“Salt is good: but if the salt hath lost [its] saltness, wherewith will ye season it?"—now,
watch this; listen to it now—“Have salt in yourselves, and have peace...with [one]
another—"Have salt [within] yourselves...have peace...with [one] another.” (Mark 9:50)
That’s the way to deal with bitterness—salt within yourself and peace with one another.
That is, it takes the life of Christ to deal with bitterness.

And, where do you apply the salt? Right to the source, to the spring. All problems
have to be traced to the source. So many of us are dealing with problems out here
when there is in our heart a poison spring of bitterness, or a root of bitterness. And,
unless you go to the source, or to the root, or to the spring, you’ll never deal with it.
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You rededicate your life. You study your Bible. You make good intentions. You give
your money. You do this, and you do that. Why don’t you deal with that bitterness? Why
don’t you take the salt and put it to the source? And, when you do, that bitterness that
has caused barrenness will be changed and there will be blessedness. How important it
is that we get alone with God and ask God to show us that which has been poisoning
our life and then apply the salt cure that cures at the source. And, notice what will
happen—verses 21 and following: “And he went forth unto the spring of the waters, and
cast the salt in there, and said, Thus saith the LORD, | have healed these waters; [and]
there shall not...from thence [be] any more death or barren land. So the waters were
healed unto this day, according to the saying of Elisha which he spake.” (2 Kings 2:21—
22) The cure was immediate, and it was blessing. “Have salt in yourselves,
and...peace...with [one] another.” (Mark 9:50)

Conclusion
Before we take the Lord’s Supper tonight, | want every head bowed, | want every eye
closed, and | want you to allow the Holy Spirit of God to do radical surgery on you.
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Introduction

Now, | want you to take your Bibles and turn, if you will please, to 2 Kings chapter 3,
and | want us to think about “God’s Work in God’s Way’—“God’s Work in God’s Way.”
Second Kings chapter 3—one of the most interesting stories in all of the Bible is found
here. And, | want us to read now the first seven verses of this marvelous story; it deals
with the miracles of Elisha: “Now Jehoram the son of Ahab began to reign over Israel in
Samaria the eighteenth year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, and reigned twelve years.
And he wrought evil in the sight of the LORD; but not like his father, and like his mother:
for he put away the image of Baal that his father had made. Nevertheless he cleaved
unto the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which made Israel to sin; he departed not
therefrom. And Mesha king of Moab was a sheepmaster, and rendered unto the king of
Israel an hundred thousand lambs, and an hundred thousand rams, with the wool. But it
came to pass, when Ahab was dead, that the king of Moab rebelled against the king of
Israel. And [the] king Jehoram went out of Samaria the same time, and numbered all
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Israel. And he went and sent to Jehoshaphat the king of Judah, saying, The king of
Moab hath rebelled against me: wilt thou go with me against Moab to battle? And he
said, | will go up: | am as thou art, my people as thy people, and my horses as thy
horses.” (2 Kings 3:1-7)

Now, let me give the background of this passage of Scripture. For years, Mesha, the
king of Moab, had been paying tribute to the king of Israel. He was a keeper of sheep;
and so, he would—every year, | suppose, or every so often, in increments—give one
hundred thousand lambs and one hundred thousand rams with the wool. Finally, Mesha
got tired of doing this. And, one of the kings of Israel died, and another, Jehoram, took
over. And, Mesha just said, “I'm not going to pay that tribute any more.” Jehoram said,
“If you don’t pay it, we're going to war against you. We're going to go down there and
collect it.” Now, in order to put down this rebellion of this king of Moab, Jehoram, the
king of Israel (the northern kingdom), went down to the southern kingdom and said to
Jehoshaphat, “I'm going up against this rebel up in Moab. Will you go with me to battle?
We'll just go against him.” They decided they’d do it, but they said, “We need somebody
else to help us.” So, they went over and got the king of Edom; and so, now, the three of
them are going to battle against the king of Moab—excuse me, yes, against the king of
Moab.

Now, they got their heads together, and they planned their approach to the
Moabites. And, Jehoshaphat suggested that the armies march through the wilderness of
Edom, and they thought, evidently, this would be a real good plan. They thought they
could surprise the enemy. And so, these three kings, as they plotted together, they put
their armies in a forced march, and they thought it would be a very wonderful military
maneuver. But, what happened is that after they marched for seven days, they were
surprised by the fact that they had not completed their journey. They had run out of
supplies—especially had they run out of water. Now, they’'re exhausted, and they face
death in the desert. And, God had to miraculously deliver them. Now, that’s the
background.

| want to say three things tonight. I'm going to try and say them relatively quick, but |
pray God He’'ll help me to say them, because they deal with our long-range plan.

l. The Folly of Man’s Plan

First thing | want us to see is the folly of man’s plan—the folly of man’s plan. Here were
three kings who put their noodles together and came up with a terrible plan. They left
God out of it. Jehoshaphat was a man who loved God. We speak of “good King
Jehoshaphat.” But, he got suckered in, and he found himself in the middle of a problem
that he himself had helped to make. Now, what was wrong with his whole expedition
that was—that just died in the desert—was this:
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A. There Was an Ungodly Ambition
First of all, it started with an ungodly ambition. Verses 4 through 7 tell us that they were
just going out for booty; they were just trying to get more tribute, more revenue. They
were not interested in the glory of God. They were just trying to get something for
themselves. They were materially minded. They had an ungodly ambition. | tell you
what, folks, if our ambitions and our goals are not godly—if they’re for the glory of man
rather than for the glory of God, for the gain of man rather than the glory of God—we
had just better forget them. But, there was—there was—a sense in which they had not
the glory of God in mind. They don’t mention God. They don’t pray to God at all. They
are just...they’re in it with an ungodly ambition.

B. There Was an Unholy Alliance
But now, the ungodly ambition is compounded by an unholy alliance. Now, if you'll
notice verses 7 through 9 of this same passage—and you'll notice that I'm going a little
faster than | normally do, so you’ll have to study it at home—that you have three folks
who’ve gathered here together. First of all, there was a spiritual man, Jehoshaphat. And
then, along with that spiritual man there was a carnal man, Jehoram. Now, Jehoram
was the king of Israel. Jehoram believed in God. He was... | guess the best counterpart
you could have of him is that he was a carnal man—New Testament counterpart. The
first three verses tell us he did evil, but he wasn’t as bad as other folks. In other words,
he’s not all that hot, not all that cold. And so, you have good King Jehoshaphat. You
have carnal King Jehoram. And then, you have the king of Edom. He wasn’t a man of
God at all; he was a pagan. And so, you have just sort of an unholy alliance here: a
spiritual man, a carnal man, and a natural man, who are doing something together.
Now folks, there’s something wrong with that also. If we do what we do here, not
only are we going to have to have holy ambition, but we’re also going to have to have a
holy alliance. | mean, if God doesn’t do it, we can’t go out to the world. We're not going
to have... We're not going to go expect the unsaved, ungodly people of this world to
help us do this task. They’re not going to help us. As a matter of fact, they’re going to
oppose us.

C. There Was an Unprayerful Assumption
But, there was an ungodly ambition—that was wrong. There was an unholy alliance—
that was wrong. There was an unprayerful assumption: they just assumed that God was
going to bless them or that they were going to be able to do it. And, if you'll look in
verses 8 and 9, the Bible says, “And he said, Which way shall we go up? And he
answered, The way through the wilderness of Edom. So the king of Israel went, and the
king of Judah, and the king of Edom: and they fetched a [company]—*they fetched a
compass™—*“of seven days’ journey: and there was no water for the host, and for the
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cattle that followed them.” (2 Kings 3:8-9) They just assumed, “Well, it's going to be
fine,” and they assumed that somehow it was going to be victorious.

And, you know, we’re so guilty of that. So many times we just assume God’s going
to be with us. We just assume that we can plan something and then, after we make our
plans and after we build our unholy alliances (built on our wrong ambitions), then we
sprinkle a little prayer over it and we ask God to bless it. And then, we wonder why we
fail. The Bible says, “In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.”
(Proverbs 3:6) And so, here was an unprayerful assumption.

D. There Was an Unforeseen Adversary
And then, | want you to see an unforeseen adversary. | want you to see what happened
to these people. Look in verses 9 and 10: “So the king of Israel went, and the king of
Judah, and the king of Edom™—these three, this mixed multitude—“they fetched a
compass of seven days’ journey: and there was no water for the host, and for the cattle
that followed them. And the king of Israel said, Alas! that the LORD hath called these
three kings together, to deliver them into the hand of Moab!” (2 Kings 3:9—10) Now, they
themselves had made this formula for failure. And now, what do they do? They turn
around and blame God. They said, “Look what God is doing to us.” Start out with
ungodly ambitions, made an unholy alliance, took an unprayerful assumption, then they
met an unforeseen adversary, which was drought. And then, they say, “God, how did
you ever get us into this kind of a mess?”

Now, what | want you to see is the folly of plans without God. And friend, this church

or any church can die in the desert if we just assume, if we just sally forth to do anything
without God’s mark, without God’s hand, without God’s stamp of approval.

Il. The Faithfulness of God’s Plan
Now, what | want you to see also is the faithfulness of God’s plan—the faithfulness of
God’s plan. There’s some good things to be said about these men, in that they made a
midcourse correction. They sought and found the will of God.

| want you to begin reading now in verse 11: “But Jehoshaphat said, Is there not
here a prophet of the LORD, that we may enquire of the LORD by him? And one of the
king of Israel’s servants answered and said, Here is Elisha the son of Shaphat, which
poured water on the hands of Elijah. And Jehoshaphat said, The word of the LORD is
with him. So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat and the king of Edom went down to
him. And Elisha said unto the king of Israel, What have | to do with thee? get thee to the
prophets of thy father, and to the prophets of thy mother. And the king of Israel said
unto him, Nay: for the LORD hath called these three kings together, to deliver them into
the hand of Moab. And Elisha said, As the LORD of hosts liveth, before whom | stand,
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surely, were it not that | regard the presence of Jehoshaphat the king of Judah, | would
not look toward thee, nor see thee™—boy, thank God for Jehoshaphat, and thank God
for a man of God who knows how to repent when he’s wrong and to get right. Now,
verse 15—“But now bring me a minstrel. And it came to pass, when the minstrel played,
that the hand of the LORD came upon him. And he said, Thus [says] the LORD, Make
this valley full of ditches. For thus saith the LORD, [You] shall not see wind, neither shall
ye see rain; yet that valley shall be filled with water, that ye may drink, both ye and your
cattle, and your beasts.” (2 Kings 3:11-17)

Now, in verses 11 and 12, | want you to notice that Jehoshaphat had enough sense
to inquire of the Word of the Lord. And friend, there can be no guidance, no leadership,
no plans that are not biblically based. Our committee, before we did anything else,
inquired of the Lord. We read the Scriptures. We prayed. We sought the face of
Almighty God. And, thank God that He’s always ready to hear the cry of His children.
Verses 13 and 14—especially verse 14: “And Elisha said, As the LORD of hosts
liveth™—and, thank God, He does—‘before whom | stand”™—and, thank God, | stand
before Him, too—“surely, were it not that | regard the presence of Jehoshaphat the king
of Judah, | would not look toward thee, nor see thee.” (2 Kings 3:14) But, dear friend,
God does regard His people when they’re in the problem, and when they need
guidance, and when they need leadership. And, the Bible says, “If any of you lack
wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it
shall be given him. [Only] let him ask in faith.” (James 1:5-6)

And so, here’s what they do: they’re starting to look to the faithful plan of God. And
so, they seek out a man of God with the Word of God. And, what does the man of God
do? | want you to notice in verse 15, he said—Elisha said, “Now bring me a minstrel.
And it came to pass, when the minstrel played, that the hand of the LORD came upon
him.” (2 Kings 3:15) You say, “Brother Rogers, what does that mean?” Well, friend, a
minstrel is just a musician. And, what was he playing? He was praising the Lord. This
was musical praise, Brother Jim. And, and, God moves upon His people when they
learn to praise. You can always praise your way to victory if you learn how to praise the
Lord. Praise and worship are always the first order of business, not the last. And, when
they began to praise, then that panic turned to peace.

And so, God, then, gave direction, and I'll guarantee what God told them to say was
not what man would say. It seems so strange; it seemed impossible. Here’s what God
told them to do: “And he said, Thus saith the LORD, Make this valley full of ditches. For
thus saith the LORD, Ye shall not see wind, neither shall ye see rain; yet [the] valley
shall be filled with water, that ye may drink, both ye, and your cattle, and your beasts.”
(2 Kings 3:16—-17) Now, God’s ways are not our ways. This was a strange thing for them
to do. God says, “All right, you want me to bless you? You get your shovels. Get out
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there. Get your soldiers out there, and begin to dig ditches.” Now, | want to say
something here: that—it’s not a profound truth, but it is certainly a true thing that we
need to hear—that if this is done, what we feel that God is calling us to do, folks, it will
be the work of our sovereign God. And, we can’t do it without Him, but He will not do it
without us. Now, now, God was getting ready to perform a miracle, but the whole time
He’s getting ready to perform a miracle He says, “You go out there and start to dig
ditches.”

Now, there are several things | want to tell you about digging ditches: it is human
work, it is humbling work, and it is hard work. Anybody ever dig a ditch? It is human
work. It is humbling work. It's hard work. That's what God told them: “Do you want me to
help you? Do you want me to bless you? Now, you start out. You made a mess of
things. And, you got things going your way, and you’'ve ended up here in the desert.
You just assume certain things. You made unholy alliances. You had ungodly
ambitions. Now you're in a pickle. Now you've come to me. Now you’ve read my Word,
and now you’ve praised; and now you sought my face. All right, now get you some
shovels, and get out there and start digging ditches.” And, by the way, He said, “Dig a
lot of them.” Now listen, folks, there’s always—there is always—a balance between
God’s heart and man’s heart. We believe in the sovereignty of God. And, man cannot
do it without God; God will not do it without man—man cannot do it without God; God
will not do it without man.

You study the walls of Jericho. The walls of Jericho fell, but what did God say to
Joshua? “March around them seven times—on the seventh day, seven times.” (Joshua
6:4) God called Lazarus from the dead, but what did God say to man? “Roll away the
stone.” (John 11:39) God changed water into wine, but what did He say to man? “Fill the
waterpots.” (John 2:7) God took a widow’s vessels and filled them with oil, but he told
her first of all, “Borrow not a few.” (2 Kings 4:3) God delivered Noah, but He told Noah
to build an ark. And, all of these are ways—and this passage of Scripture is just simply
a way—of telling you that—what | need to hear again—that “faith without works is
dead.” (James 2:20, 26) And, if we're believing God—if we’re believing God for this—
then we’re going to have to work as though it all depended upon us and trust as though
it all depended upon God. Digging ditches is hard work, human work, humbling work,
and this is exactly what God told them to do. And, and, | want to say again, if you're
looking for an easy way, a cheap way, a lazy way to do it, just simply forget it. It cannot
be done this way.

And so, notice again verse 16: “And he said, Thus saith the LORD, Make this valley
full of ditches.” (2 Kings 3:16) Now, somebody who was a good thinker that day would
have said, “That doesn’t make sense because there’s not a cloud in the sky.” And, we
don’t need to look upon appearances. | know there are probably some cynics who think
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that we are the biggest fools on earth, who say, “You can’t do what you’ve just said
you’re going to do. It's impossible.” Friend, that’s the only good thing about it. That is the
only good thing about it—is the impossibility. You see, we’re not—we’re not, we’re not—
looking for what we can do; we're looking for what God can do; and, therefore, we are
not dependent upon appearances.

Look in verse 17: “For thus saith the LORD, Ye shall not see wind, neither shall ye
see rain”"—in other words, “God’s not going to let you see your way clear.” And,
somebody says, “Well, if we had the money in the bank, perhaps | could see it. If we...
If we could just... If we had the promise of the money, or if we just had...” No. God
says, “You’re not going to see the wind; you’re not going to see the rain”—*yet [the]
valley shall be filled with water, that ye may drink, both ye, and your cattle, and your
beasts.” (2 Kings 3:17) Now, God says, “l am not going—I’'m not going—to let you see
how it's going to be done. All you're going to do is obey me. You’re going to get my
Word; and then, you’re going to obey me.” And, I'm certain that there would have been
a lot of people who could have said—a lot of spoilsports who said, “It can’t be done”; a
lot of human wet blankets who would have said, “No, it can’t be done. It's a waste of
time. We don’t have the tools. It's going to dissipate our strength, and it, just, it's
absurd.” Friend, that’s not our business. What we’ve got to do is get a word from God.
And, if God puts us in front of a brick wall and says, “Jump,” we've got to jump. And,
God’s got to make a hole in that wall, or else we'll slide down on one side of it with our
face rearranged. Now, God—God—is not dependent upon us to see the future. He, |
mean, He’s not asking us to see the future; He's asking us to depend upon Him.

Now, what I’'m trying to show you is the folly of man’s plans. | want you to see the
faithfulness of God'’s plans. What we have to do and what this committee has tried to
do—sincerely tried to do—is just to get a word from God.

lll. The Fruitfulness of God’s Provisions

Now, we've seen man’s plan and God’s plan. Now, | want you to see God'’s provisions. |
want you to see what happened. Look here, if you will, in verses 17 and 18 again: “For
thus saith the LORD, [You] shall not see wind, neither shall ye see rain; yet that valley
shall be filled with water, that ye may drink, both ye, and your cattle, and your beasts™—
and notice this—“And this is but a light thing in the sight of the LORD™—oh, | love that.
He says, “l am the Lord. Is there anything too hard for me?”—‘this is but a light thing in
the sight of the LORD: he will deliver the Moabites also into your hand. And ye shall
smite every fenced city, and every choice city, and shall fell every good tree, and stop
all wells of water, and mar every good piece of land with stones. And it came to pass in
the morning, when the meat offering was offered, that, behold, there came water by the
way of Edom, and the country was filled with water. And when all the Moabites heard
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that the kings were come up to fight against them, they gathered all that were able to
put on armour, and upward, and stood in the border. And they rose up early in the
morning, and the sun shone upon the water, and the Moabites saw the water on the
other side as red as blood: And they said, This is blood: the kings are surely slain, and
they have smitten one another"—they said, “Why, look at there; look at all that blood.
They’ve been fighting one another. The ground runs red with blood.” And, of course,
they made a great mistake. And so, they assumed something wasn’t true; and so—
“they said, This is blood: the kings are surely slain, and they have smitten one another:
now therefore, Moab, to the spoil. And when they came to the camp of Israel, the
Israelites rose up and smote the Moabites, so that they fled before them: but they went
[foward]—"they went forward™—“smiting the Moabites, even in their country. And they
beat down the cities, and on every good piece of land cast every man his stone, and
filled it; and they stopped all the wells of water” (2 Kings 3:17-25) and so forth.

Now, | want you to notice four things about God’s supply. | want you to notice how
God supplied the needs of those people that day, and this little, simp