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  The Tragedy of  
Lost Church Members  

By Adrian Rogers 

Date Preached:   July 8, 1984  

Main Scripture Text:  1 Kings 2:1–6 

“Moreover thou knowest also what Joab the son of Zeruiah did to me, and what he did 
to the two captains of the hosts of Israel, unto Abner the son of Ner, and unto Amasa 

the son of Jether, whom he slew, and shed the blood of war in peace, and put the blood 
of war upon his girdle that was about his loins, and in his shoes that were on his feet.” 

1 KINGS 2:5 
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Introduction 
The Old Testament—1 Kings 2, and I’m going to commence our reading in verse 1. The 
title of the message tonight, while you’re turning, is “The Tragedy of Lost Church 
Members”—“The Tragedy of Lost Church Members.” And, pay attention, because you 
may be the one that the message is addressing tonight. I’ve told you before; I’ll tell you 
again—that the devil is not particular: he had just as soon send you to hell from the 
church pew as he had the gutter. It makes no difference to him. Many have their name 
written on the church roll whose names are not written down in Glory, who have never 
been born again. They have a form of godliness; they deny the power thereof. (2 
Timothy 3:5) They are lost, never having been saved. 
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Now, 1 Kings 2:1: “Now the days of David drew nigh that he should die; and he 
charged Solomon his son, saying, I go the way of all earth: be thou strong therefore, 
and shew thyself a man; And keep the charge of the LORD thy God, to walk in his 
ways, to keep his statutes, and his commandments, and his judgments, and his 
testimonies, as it is written in the law of Moses, that thou mayest prosper in all that thou 
doest, and whithersoever thou turnest thyself: That the LORD may continue his word 
which he spake concerning me, saying, If thy children take heed to their way, to walk 
before me in truth with all their heart and with all their soul, there shall not fail thee (said 
he) a man on the throne of Israel. Moreover thou knowest also what Joab the son of 
Zeruiah did to me, and what he did to the two captains of the hosts of Israel, unto Abner 
the son of Ner, and unto Amasa the son of Jether, whom he slew, and shed the blood of 
war in peace, and put the blood of war upon his girdle that was about his loins, and in 
his shoes that were on his feet. Do therefore according to thy wisdom, and [do not] 
let…his hoar head go down to the grave in peace.” (1 Kings 2:1–6) 

Now, you say, “Pastor, what does that have to do with lost church members?” Well, 
this is the story of Joab. And Joab, I believe, was the Judas of the Old Testament. I 
want you to see this man Joab, who was a follower of David. David is a type, a picture, 
in the Old Testament of the Lord Jesus Christ. As a matter of fact, sometimes in the 
Bible Jesus is called, in prophecy, David. David was of the house and lineage of Judah. 
So is the Lord Jesus. David was God’s anointed. So is the Lord Jesus. David was 
rejected of his brethren. So was the Lord Jesus. David was enthroned king over Israel. 
So shall the Lord Jesus be. And, David had a friend, a follower; his name was Joab. 
And, the sad thing about Joab is this: that Joab spent all of his life serving David, yet 
Joab never loved David. And, at the end, he faced only the wrath of David. Joab was a 
remarkable man, a very formidable man, and Joab would have gone to the top in any 
profession. As a matter of fact, the way that Joab got his job as being the commander-
in-chief of David’s armies was this: he was David’s general and David’s commander. It 
was because of his outstanding courage, and his outstanding leadership, and his 
outstanding loyalty. There was a Jebusite fortress, and the Jebusite fortress was 
standing in the way of the people of God and the promises of God. The fortress was so 
strong that the Jebusites would stand on the wall of this fortress and hurl down insults. 
And, they boasted that even the blind and the lame could defend the city, that Jebusite 
fortress, because of the strength of that fortress. And, David said that the man who took 
that Jebusite fortress would be his right-hand man, would be his general and be his 
commander-in-chief. And, Joab was the man who took that fortress, and he spent all of 
his life serving David and following after David, only to receive the wrath of David at the 
end of the entire thing. 

You say, “Brother Rogers, nothing could be sadder than that.” I agree, unless it is 
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this one thing: a person who spends all of his life in the church following Jesus and 
serving Jesus to come to the end of his life and face the wrath of Jesus and be 
banished into a devil’s hell. You say, “Is such a thing possible?” Read Matthew 7:22, 
where Jesus said, “Many [shall] say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not 
prophesied in thy name? and in thy name cast out devils? and in thy name done many 
wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them…depart from me, ye that work 
iniquity. [I never knew you.]” (Matthew 7:22–23) That is, there are some people, like 
Joab, who are going to spend all of their life serving the Lord Jesus, following the Lord 
Jesus, only to face the wrath of the Lord Jesus Christ. I tell you, indeed, that is a sad 
situation. You can be a church member and be lost. You can be a leader in the church 
and be lost. 

If I were to ask Judas, “Judas, are you a Christian?” he’d say, “I’m a church 
member.” “Judas, I didn’t ask you that. Judas, have you been saved?” “I’m a charter 
member.” “Judas, I didn’t ask you that. Do you know Jesus?” “I’m the treasurer.” “Judas, 
tell me, are you born again?” If he were honest, he’d have to say “no.” I heard of a little 
fellow in a church meeting. He’d recently been saved, didn’t know a lot about church, 
but he knew he ought to witness. During a revival meeting, he turned to a man next to 
him who looked very serious and somber and said, “Sir, are you saved?” He said, 
“Young man, I’m an ordained deacon.” He said, “Mister, it don’t matter what you’ve 
done—God will save you.” Dear friend, listen, you can be a leader in the church. You 
can be a preacher. You can be a Sunday School teacher. Jesus was a preacher. Jesus 
was… Judas was a preacher. Judas was one of the twelve. He was the treasurer. And 
yet, right now, tonight, Judas is in hell. Judas never lost his salvation; he never had it. 
Jesus said, “Have I not chosen you twelve, and one of you is a devil?” (John 6:70) And, 
the Bible says that “Jesus knew from the beginning who they were that believed not.” 
(John 6:64) And, I believe the story of Joab in the Old Testament is another illustration 
of how people can be loyal but lost, how they can be church members and have their 
name on the church roll and yet not have their name in the Lamb’s book of life. 

I. Joab’s Outward Loyalty to David
Now, I want you to notice something about this man named Joab, and what I want you 
to see, first of all, is what I want to call “Joab’s outward love,” or “outward loyalty and 
outward respect,” rather, for David. When you look at Joab, when you examine the life 
of Joab, who was David’s commander-in-chief, who was David’s general, if he had one 
thing that would characterize his name and his life, it would be the word loyalty. Joab 
was loyal to David. It didn’t matter whether it was dangerous or whether it was 
desirable—you’re going to find Joab always standing up for David and fighting for 
David. But, did he really love David? Well, I want you to examine the facts, and I want 

 

Copyright ©2022 Love Worth Finding Ministries, Inc. | Used by permission from the Rogers Family Trust. | www.LWF.org/ARLC 
5



you to see what kind of a loyalty he had. 
A. Joab Had a Family Loyalty

The very first thing I want you to notice is that he had what I want to call a “family 
loyalty.” Notice in verse 5—1 Kings 2:5: “Moreover thou knowest also what Joab the son 
of Zeruiah did to me.” Now, who was Zeruiah? Well, he happened to have been David’s 
sister; and so, Joab was David’s nephew. Now, David’s sister knew all about David, 
because she was there that day when David was anointed king. You remember that 
Samuel came to the house of Jesse to anoint one of Jesse’s sons to be king over 
Israel? And, Jesse paraded all of his fine, big, strapping, handsome, broad-shouldered 
boys past. And Samuel, the old prophet, with the anointing and the wisdom of God upon 
him, looked them over with the keen eye of spirituality that he had, and one by one 
those boys are rejected. Samuel knew that one of Jesse’s sons was to be king of Israel, 
but none of them were there that—but the one was not there among them that day. 
Samuel said, “Is there not someone else?” “Oh, well, there’s David—there’s David. He’s 
out there. Little David—he’s tending the father’s sheep.” Samuel says, “Send for him.” 

And, Zeruiah was there when a servant ran off into the hills, and she knew that he 
was gone after David. I just imagine, as a little girl, she was just peeking behind the 
curtain to see all of this. She saw David come in—that young boy, “ruddy, and of a fair 
countenance” (1 Samuel 17:42)—she saw the prophet of God look at David and say, 
“Ah, yes, he is the one.” She saw that holy oil that was poured out upon David, and 
David became the Lord’s anointed. He is the one chosen of God. David was God’s king. 
And, God had decided that David would reign, and Zeruiah knew it. She was there that 
day. From that time on, David’s sister knew that he was a man of destiny. And, from the 
time her son was born, whose name was Joab, she was telling Joab about King David. 
And, she told him, “Joab, you need to give your heart to David. Joab, you need to live 
for David. Joab, David is God’s anointed king. Joab, listen to me, Son, the future is with 
David.” And, from the time that Joab was a little boy, he had learned about David. He 
had what I want to call a “family loyalty.” 

And, there are some of you here tonight who have that same kind of a loyalty, 
because you were born in a Christian family. And, from the time your momma had you 
upon her knee, they were telling you, “Son, Jesus loves you. Son, Jesus is God’s 
anointed. Son, Jesus is God’s King. Son, you need to love Jesus. Son, you need to live 
for Jesus. Son, the future is with Jesus. Jesus is God’s Anointed.” Many of you who are 
here tonight, who may one day die and go to hell, cannot remember the time when you 
never heard about Jesus. You have a loyalty to Jesus—it is a family loyalty; it runs 
deep. Your parents are Christians; your grandparents are Christians, and you’ve been 
raised in a Christian home. 
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B. He Had a Fundamental Loyalty
But, not only did Joab have a family loyalty; he also had what I want to call a 
“fundamental loyalty.” Now, he was a counterpart of a fundamentalist. What I mean by 
that is he had his facts right. 

1. Joab Knew that David was Savior
For example, he knew—he knew—that David was savior. I mean, he was the savior of 
Israel. You remember that day from—the day that David went out and fought Goliath? 
And, do you know what the battle with Goliath was? It was a picture of the time when 
the Lord Jesus would defeat Satan, because there was Goliath, and Jesus—David—
went out to fight Goliath. And, it was a vicarious battle: one man fought for all of them. 
And, as David won, all Israel won—just as the Lord Jesus fought the devil and 
conquered Satan at Calvary. And, when He won, we won in Him. And, as David was 
Israel’s savior, so Jesus is the Savior of the world. And, Joab knew—Joab knew that he 
knew—that David was the savior of Israel. 

2. Joab Knew that David was Sovereign
But, not only did he know that David was savior; he also knew that David was 
sovereign. I mean, he knew beyond the shadow of any doubt that David was meant to 
be king. As a matter of fact, Abner tried to set up Ishbosheth to be the king, a royal king, 
and Joab knew better than that. Joab knew that Ishbosheth was not to be king. Joab 
knew that David was to be anointed king. And so, Joab stood against this, and Joab 
said that he would fight for David to be king. That is, he knew that not only was David 
savior; he knew that David was sovereign. 

3. Joab Knew that David was Sufficient
And, he was also convinced that David was sufficient. I mean, he’d seen David. He’d 
seen what David had done. David united the twelve tribes of Israel. David brought in 
peace. David brought in prosperity. David brought in unity. David was the embodiment 
of all of Israel’s hopes, and ideals, and dreams. Few men have ever lived to a like 
David. David was shepherd. David was soldier. David was king. David was prophet. 
David was musician. David was poet. David was diplomat. David was administrator. 
David was hero. All of Israel’s hopes were wrapped up in this one man; his name was 
David. Joab felt if they had David, they did not need anybody else, and without David, 
they had nothing. Joab had a loyalty to David. 

I’m telling you, it was a family loyalty. It was a fundamental loyalty. He saw David as 
Israel’s savior. He saw David as Israel’s sovereign. He saw David as Israel’s sufficiency. 
He believed all of that. 

C. Joab Had a Fighting Loyalty
And, not only did he have a family loyalty, and not only did he have a fundamental 
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loyalty; he had a fighting loyalty. I mean, he was a man who fought for David. He risked 
his life for David. If you had come that day and asked this question: “Who is David’s 
most courageous and faithful servant?”, I believe, to a man, they would have said 
without equivocation or cavil that “it is Joab.” Joab would fight for David. It seemed as 
though Joab would die for David. 

Yet, in spite of this loyalty—this family loyalty, this fundamental loyalty, this fighting 
loyalty—there was a flaw in Joab’s life. Joab seemed to have so much; and yet, as you 
examine Joab, he never really and truly gave his heart to David. He admired David, but 
he never really surrendered his heart to David. He seemed to live for David, but in his 
heart of hearts, he never surrendered his will to David. Now, I’m talking to some people 
tonight who believe in Christ—I mean, you believe in your head. You have a family 
loyalty. Not only do you have a family loyalty; you have a fundamental loyalty. I mean, 
you’ve been raised in a fundamental church. You believe the facts of the gospel. You 
believe that Jesus is Savior; you believe that Jesus is Sovereign, and you believe that 
Jesus is Sufficient. And yet, you are lost as you can be. There was something wrong 
with Joab. 

II. Joab’s Lack of Genuine Love for David
We’ve talked about Joab’s loyalty for David, but I want you to think with me now about 
Joab’s lack of genuine love for David. You’re going to find out that there was never the 
true mark of David’s—excuse me, of Joab’s—love for David. Now, you see, as you 
examine with me the Bible story tonight, you’re going to find out that Joab loved the 
kingdom, but he didn’t love the king; Joab loved the power, but he didn’t love the 
person; Joab loved the glory, but he did not love the glorious one. He did not truly love 
David. And, at the end of his life, this man, who spent all of his life serving David, faced 
the wrath of David. And, some of you in this building tonight who have spent all of your 
life serving Jesus are going to die and go to hell. “Many will say [unto] me in that day, 
Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name cast out devils? and 
in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them…depart 
from me, ye that work iniquity. [I never knew you.]” (Matthew 7:22–23) Now, let me 
illustrate what I’m talking about. Let me show you why David—excuse me, why Joab—
never really and truly had the heart of David in his heart. 

First of all, you’ll see there were three rebellions against David in his life—three 
major rebellions. And, you’re going to find out how Joab reacted to those three 
rebellions; and then, you’re going to find something of the true character of this man 
named Joab. 
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A. He Disdained the Mind of David
First of all, I want you to notice here in 2 Samuel 3—you’re in 1 Kings; just turn left to 2 
Samuel 3—and I’m going to show you in this passage of Scripture how Joab never 
really had the mind of David, how he disdained the mind of David. Now, there was a 
man named Abner. I’ve already talked to you about Abner. Abner tried to set up another 
king, Ishbosheth. But, Abner repented of that sin, and he asked David to forgive him. 
And so, we’re going to find the scripture here in 2 Samuel 3:20: “So Abner came to 
David to Hebron, and twenty men with him. And David made Abner and the men that 
were with him a feast”—David was a greathearted man. David was a man who could 
forgive his enemies—“And Abner said [to] David, I will arise and go, and…gather all 
Israel unto my lord the king”—now, Abner’s changed his tune. Now Abner is calling 
David his lord; he is calling David his king. And, he says—“I will arise and go, and will 
gather all Israel unto my lord the king, that they [shall] make a league with thee, and that 
thou mayest reign over all…[thy] heart desireth. And David sent Abner away; and he 
went in peace.” (2 Samuel 3:20–21) That was the mind of David—to forgive this man 
who had repented of his rebellion and had asked David for forgiveness. And, David sent 
him away in peace. 

But, what happened? Look in verse 26—2 Samuel 3:26: “And when Joab was come 
out from David, he sent messengers after Abner, which brought him again from the well 
of Sirah: but David knew it not. And when Abner was returned to Hebron, Joab took him 
aside in the gate to speak with him quietly, and smote him there under the fifth rib, that 
he died, for the blood of Asahel his brother.” (2 Samuel 3:26–27) Now, David sent 
Joab—excuse me, David sent Abner—away in peace, but Joab, in treachery, called 
Abner aside, and stabbed him in the back, and put him to death. How did David feel 
about this? Skip down to verse 31: “And David said to Joab, and to all the people that 
were with him, Rend your clothes, and gird you with sackcloth, and mourn before Abner. 
And king David himself followed the bier. And they buried Abner in Hebron: and the king 
lifted up his voice, and wept at the grave of Abner; and all the people wept.” (2 Samuel 
3:31–32) David’s heart is broken because Abner was sent away in peace. Abner was 
one that David had forgiven. Abner was one that David had restored. Abner was one 
that David loved, and Joab stabbed him in the back. He did not have the mind of David. 
He could not understand what David was up to and why David was doing this. He was 
blind to these kinds of things. 

Look in verse 31—excuse me; we’ve looked in that verse—look in verse 26. Well, I’ll 
find that later. I’ve read that one, too. The point I want to make is this: that there are 
some of you who think you’re saved, but one way that is quite evident that you’re not 
saved is, though you have a loyalty for Jesus—a family loyalty, a fundamental loyalty, 
and a fighting loyalty—you do not have the mind of Jesus. It’s very obvious in this 
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passage that Joab did not have the mind of David. He did not think as David thought. 
He had a resentment that was so strong it caused him to stab someone in the back that 
David loved and forgave. There are some of you in this church who are carrying 
resentments like that, and if those resentments are real and fixed, don’t tell me that 
you’re saved. You’re going to die and go to hell if you do not have the mind of Christ, if 
you cannot love those whom Jesus loves. 

I’d been a pastor of this church for a while when a man came to me and said, 
“Pastor, I think thus-and-such a person is going to rejoin Bellevue Church, and if they 
do—if they do—I’ll not be able to be a part.” I thought to myself, “How sad—how sad.” It 
doesn’t matter what a person’s done. It doesn’t matter how a person has acted. Abner 
rebelled against David, tried to set up another king against David, but David forgave 
him. And, my dear friend, if there’s somebody you cannot forgive, don’t talk to me about 
how you love the greater David, the Lord Jesus Christ. You do not have the mind of 
Christ. Joab disdained the mind of Christ. 

B. He Distressed the Heart of David
But, not only did he disdain the mind of David, he distressed the heart of David. Let me 
give you another story here. Turn to 2 Samuel 18. This is the story of Absalom’s 
rebellion, because not only did Abner rebel against him and try to set up Ishbosheth, but 
Absalom rebelled against David and tried to take the kingdom. Now, Absalom was a 
handsome son of David. Absalom was known—for his goodly appearance and his long 
locks of hair upon his head. He was David’s son. David loved him. He rebelled against 
David. 

I want you to read now in 2 Samuel 18:5—they’re going to war against Absalom: 
“And the king commanded Joab and Abishai and Ittai, saying, Deal gently for my sake 
with the young man, even with Absalom. And all the people heard when the king gave 
all the captains charge concerning Absalom.” (2 Samuel 18:5) There was no doubt 
about it. Everybody knew what David wanted done with Absalom. Absalom was in 
rebellion, and that rebellion needed to be put down. But, David said to Joab and to all of 
the people, “Deal gently with the young man Absalom for my sake.” (2 Samuel 18:5) 

Now, Absalom was in the battle. Many of you who know the Bible know the Bible 
story. Absalom was riding upon his mule, and that mule went under an oak tree. And, 
the thick branches of that oak tree caught Absalom in the hair—his long, flowing hair. 
And, notice what happened here in chapter 18:9: “And Absalom met the servants of 
David. And Absalom rode upon a mule, and the mule went under the thick boughs of a 
great oak, and his head caught hold of the oak, and he was taken up between heaven 
and the earth; and the mule that was under him went away”—that is, the mule rode out 
from under him, and he’s suspended there. He’s absolutely, totally helpless—“And a 
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certain man saw it, and told Joab, and said, Behold, I saw Absalom hanged in an oak.” 
(2 Samuel 18:9–10) What did Joab do? Look in verse 14: “Then said Joab, I may not 
tarry thus with thee. And he took three darts in his hand, and thrust them through the 
heart of Absalom, while he was yet alive in the midst of the oak.” (2 Samuel 18:14) Now, 
here’s the sad thing, dear friend: that this was not the will of David. David wanted 
Absalom slain. David—David—wanted Absalom spared. Joab wanted Absalom slain. 
And, David said, “I know what he’s done. I know how he’s rebelled against me, but I 
love him; and I want to show mercy to him, and I want to show grace to him.” But, you 
see, Joab did not think as David thought, and Joab did not love as David loved. 

Now, let me give you the acid test for your salvation tonight. You’re a church 
member. I want to ask you not only do you have the mind of Jesus, but do you have the 
heart of Jesus? The acid test of your salvation tonight is not have you joined the 
church? The acid test is not do you work in the church? The acid test is not do you 
know doctrine? The acid test is not do you fight for the faith? The acid test is do you 
love Jesus and, thereby, love those that Jesus loves? 

Now, Absalom was a rebel. Do you love the rebels? Do you love the lost? Look, if 
you will, in 2 Samuel 18:33: “And the king was much moved, and went up to the 
chamber over the gate, and wept: and as he went, thus he said, O my son Absalom, my 
son, my son Absalom! would God I had died for thee, O Absalom, my son, my son!”—
how David’s heart was broken at the death of Absalom. Read on down in chapter 19— 
“And it was told Joab, Behold, the king weepeth and mourneth for Absalom. And the 
victory that day was turned into mourning unto all the people: for the people heard say 
that day how the king was grieved for his son.” (2 Samuel 18:33–19:2) Skip on down to 
verse 5: “And Joab came into the house to the king, [to say]…hast [thou] shamed this 
day the faces of all thy servants, which this day have saved thy life, and the lives of thy 
sons and…thy daughters, and the lives of thy wives, and the lives of thy concubines; In 
that thou lovest thine enemies”—friend, I want to tell you, Jesus loves His enemies. Did 
you know that?—“In that thou lovest thine enemies, and hatest thy friends. For thou 
hast declared this day, that thou regardest neither principles nor”—“neither princes 
nor”—“servants: for this day I perceive, that if Absalom had lived, and all we had died 
this day, then it had pleased thee well.” (2 Samuel 19:5–6) 

Now, I want to ask you, are you willing to receive those that Jesus has received, like 
the Abners? If not, you don’t know the mind of Jesus. I want to ask you something else: 
Are you willing to love those who are yet in rebellion against Jesus? If not, you do not 
know the heart of Jesus. I mean, do you have a soul winner’s heart? Do you have a 
heart of love and compassion? Do you love the lost? Do you love the rebels? Do you 
love those that the King loves? 
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C. He Disobeyed the Will of David
Joab had a loyalty—a family loyalty, a fundamental loyalty, a fighting loyalty—but he 
disdained the mind of David. He distressed the heart of David, and he disobeyed the will 
of David. I want you to turn to 1 Kings 1, now, for just a moment. Just turn further to the 
right—1 Kings 1—and look, if you will, in verses 5 and following. We read this scripture 
before, but this is the story of a false king being set up. Excuse me, we’ve not read this 
one yet. First Kings 1:5: “[And] Adonijah the son of Haggith exalted himself, saying, I will 
be king: and he prepared him chariots and horsemen, and fifty men to run before him.” 
(1 Kings 1:5) I don’t know whether he was a Democrat or a Republican, but he’s running 
now. And, he’s saying, “I’m going to be the king over Israel.” But, notice, if you will, in 
verse 7: “And he conferred with Joab”—that is, he and Joab got in a smoke-filled 
room—“the son of Zeruiah, and with Abiathar the priest: and they following Adonijah 
helped him.” (1 Kings 1:7) 

Now, it is clear and plain that God had anointed David to be king over Israel, but he 
disobeyed the will of David. Now, notice in verse 13…verse 11: “Wherefore Nathan 
spake unto Bathsheba the mother of Solomon, saying”—excuse me, now, we’re talking 
about not David being king, but David’s son being king after David. Adonijah had an 
idea that he was going to take the throne after David—“Wherefore Nathan spake unto 
Bathsheba the mother of Solomon, saying, Hast thou not heard that Adonijah the son of 
Haggith doth reign, and David our lord knoweth it not? Now therefore come, let me, I 
pray thee, give thee counsel, that thou mayest save thine own life, and the life of thy 
son Solomon. Go and get thee unto king David, and say unto him, Didst thou not”—
“didst not thou”—“my lord, O king, swear unto thine handmaid, saying, Assuredly 
Solomon thy son shall reign after me, and he shall sit upon my throne? why then doth 
Adonijah reign?” (1 Kings 1:11–13) 

Now, let me put it in context, because I confused you a little bit there. Adonijah was 
not a king in the place of David; he was trying to be a king in the place of Solomon. But, 
David had said, “Solomon, my son, is to be the king.” Joab thought he knew better than 
David; and so, he’s trying to set up Adonijah as the king over Israel. Now, what I’m 
trying to say is this: here was a man who was loyal to David; and yet, he defied the mind 
of David. He distressed the heart of David. He dismissed the will of David. It was 
David’s sovereign will that Solomon would succeed him, yet Joab entered in on 
Adonijah’s side. Now, what does that show me? It shows me that in spite of all of his 
following David, he had never, ever really surrendered his will to David. Jesus said, 
“Why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things [that] I say?” (Luke 6:46) 

Church member, I want to ask you a question tonight: Is your will surrendered to 
Jesus Christ? Is He the Lord of your life? Are you living by the teaching, the principles, 
and the precepts of this book? If not, you’re going to split hell wide open. Jesus said, 
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“Why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things [that] I say?” (Luke 6:46) Here was a 
man, Joab, who spent all of his life following David; and yet, when it came down to the 
end of his life, David said, “[Don’t] let…his [white] head go down to the grave in peace.” 
(1 Kings 2:6) He ended his life facing the wrath of David. Have you rebelled against the 
will of God? Jesus said, “He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is 
that loveth me.” (John 14:21) Jesus said, “Why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the 
things [that] I say?” (Luke 6:46) 

Conclusion 
Now, look right up here straight at the pulpit. I want to ask you a question, and I pray that 
it’ll come like a javelin from the heart of God into your heart. Are you saved? Do you have 
the mind of Christ? Are you saved? Do you have the heart of Christ? Are you saved? Do 
you do the will of Christ? Are you saved? You say, “I’m loyal. I’m here every Sunday.” 
Joab was loyal. “I sacrifice.” Joab sacrificed. “I serve.” Joab served. “I believe right.” Joab 
believed right. He believed that David was Israel’s savior, Israel’s sovereign, and Israel’s 
sufficiency; and yet, my dear friend, he distressed the heart of David, he disobeyed the 
will of David, he disregarded the mind of David. Jesus said, “Many will say [unto] me in 
that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name cast out 
devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto 
them…depart from me, ye that work iniquity. [I never knew you.]” (Matthew 7:22–23) It is 
possible to be loyal but lost, religious but rejected. Many are going to go to hell 
surrounded by baptismal certificates, receipts for church offerings, and Sunday School 
attendance awards. At the end, David handed Joab over for judgment, and at the end, 
Jesus is going to hand you over for judgment, because you’ve never been saved. 

I want heads bowed and eyes closed. I’m not trying to make you doubt, but the Bible 
says, “Let a man examine himself” (1 Corinthians 11:28)—whether he be in the faith. 
Are you saved? I mean, are you saved? Don’t talk to me about your family loyalty, your 
fundamental loyalty, your fighting loyalty. Talk to me about your heart. Have you 
disdained the mind of Christ? Have you distressed the heart of Christ? Have you 
disobeyed the will of Christ? Then you’re going to face the wrath of Christ. “Many will 
say [unto] me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy 
name cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I 
profess unto them…depart from me, ye that work iniquity. [I never knew you.]” (Matthew 
7:22–23) 

My heart would be thrilled tonight if there’s someone here who’s a church member 
who’ll get saved tonight. Now, I tell you, it’s going to be very hard for you tonight, 
because pride sits in the seat with every church member and says, “Don’t go down 
there. Don’t make it public.” In a former church that I pastored, one of the sweetest girls 
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I knew in that church came forward one day to say, “Pastor, I have never been saved. I 
need to be saved.” Nancy was the president of the WMU of that church, but she refused 
to let her pride send her to hell. She came forward to say, “I must be saved.” And, even 
though she was a lovely person, there was a dramatic change in her heart and in her 
life that all of us could see—a spark that came that never was there before. I prayed 
one day, and I said, “Dear Jesus, if any of my children are not saved, though they’re 
church members, if they’re not saved, please, Lord, save them.” The following Sunday 
one of my daughters came forward in the service to say, “Daddy, I’m a church member, 
but I’ve not been saved.” I never even mentioned it to any of them. I just prayed in my 
private devotions, “Lord, if any of my children are not truly saved, Lord, I want them to 
be saved.” 

It’s altogether possible that a staff member could be on the staff of this church and 
not be saved. Judas was what we call “the staff member.” It’s altogether possible that a 
Sunday School teacher, a deacon—it’s altogether possible that somebody who’s grown 
up in Bellevue—could be here and not be saved. Oh, the tragedy—the tragedy—of 
those who’ve sung in the choir, those who’ve worked on committees, those who’ve 
given their money, those who’ve given their lives, those who understand it and know it 
all, and yet they’ve never, never been saved. They’ve never broken their will before 
Christ. They’ve never really, honestly, made Him Lord of their life. 

Don’t go away without Jesus. Don’t let that pride keep you from coming to Jesus. 
Don’t worry about what people think. To the contrary, if you, as a lost church member, 
will come down here tonight and give your heart to Christ, you know what that will do? It 
will cause those of us who know Christ to rejoice, and it will cause other church 
members who are lost to come under deep conviction and say, “If I was as honest as 
that person, I’d do the same thing.” You obey the Lord. Put away your foolish pride. 
And, if you’re not absolutely certain tonight that you’re saved, when we sing this 
invitation hymn—I don’t care if you’re a deacon or a staff member in this church. It 
matters not if you have been raised from the Cradle Roll on up. It matters not what you 
may have done. It matters not how loyal you’ve been. It matters not how doctrinally 
straight you are—if you’re not born again, if God’s Spirit does not bear witness with your 
spirit that you’re a child of God, if you’re not absolutely saved and sure of it, I want you 
to come tonight, and we’ll have prayer with you. And, those of you who may not be 
church members at all who need to be saved—those of you who need Christ—I want 
you to come, also, and let us lead you to Jesus. 

Now Father, I pray tonight in the name of Jesus that you’ll take this message and 
burn it into our hearts and bring it home to hungry hearts who need you. Lord, I pray 
that you’ll help people to put away their foolish pride and come tonight and say an 
everlasting “yes” to the Lord Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen. 
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Introduction 
Now I want you to take your Bible tonight and turn to 1 Kings chapter 2. We are going to 
talk now on this subject, “The Judas of the Old Testament”—”The Judas of the Old 
Testament.” First Kings chapter 2, and we begin reading in verse 5. Now David is 
coming to the end of his reign, and we’re going to skip way ahead therefore in our study 
in the life of David and talk about something that happened right at the end of his reign 
as he is getting ready to turn things over to his son Solomon. And then we’re going to 
go backward in the Scripture and bring us back up to the point where we started tonight. 

Now David is speaking to Solomon his son, and he says in verse 5, “Moreover thou 
knowest also what Joab the son of Zeruiah did to me, and what he did to the two 
captains of the hosts of Israel, unto Abner the son of Ner, and unto Amasa the son of 
Jether, whom he slew, and shed the blood of war in peace, and put the blood of war 
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upon his girdle that was about his loins, and in his shoes that were on his feet.” And 
now notice the command: “Do therefore according to thy wisdom, and let not his hoar 
head”—that is, “his white head,” “his aged head”—“go down to the grave in peace” (1 
Kings 2:5–6). 

David pronounced judgment upon Joab. Joab was the Judas of the Old Testament 
and he was an unusual man. He was a remarkable man, because outwardly he seemed 
to love David, outwardly he seemed to be loyal to David, outwardly he served David; but 
when it came to the very end, he ended up under the judgment and the wrath of David. 
He spent all of his life serving David, yet he truly never loved David; and ultimately he 
was judged by David. 

Now this man Joab was a very formidable man. He was an outstanding man. He 
was a man among men. And Joab would have gone to the top in any profession, 
anywhere, in any place. That’s the kind of a man he was. If you ever wanted to have a 
man on your side, you would have wanted Joab to be on your side. The way that Joab 
got to be David’s commander-in-chief—and incidentally, he was David’s commander-in-
chief; he was David’s right hand man. You remember right after David was crowned 
king—and actually we’re going to go back and talk about what happened when David 
was crowned king, because we’re going to see a parallel of the things that happen when 
Jesus is crowned King. And one of the things that happened when David was crowned 
king was there was a Jebusite stronghold that had been in the land since the days of 
Joshua, and nobody had been able to take that Jebusite stronghold, but when David 
was crowned king, immediately that stronghold fell. And incidentally—and we’re going 
to talk about it in greater length later—when Jesus is crowned King, you’re going to find 
all kinds of strongholds in your life that are going to fall. 

But here was this Jebusite stronghold—it was so strong that they laughed and 
mocked at the armies that came up against it. And they were so secure that they said, 
“Listen. Even the blind people and the lame people can defend our stronghold” (2 
Samuel 5:6). But David said, “Whoever takes that stronghold will be my commander-in-
chief,” and ole Joab said, “I’ll take it,” and he did (2 Samuel 5:8; 1 Chronicles 11:6). 
What courage he had! What strength he had! What wisdom he had! What daring he 
had! What cunning he had! He was a man among men, and he cared not for the insults 
of the Jebusites; he cared not for the armaments of the Jebusites. He took that city and 
delivered it to David, and he became David’s commander-in-chief. 

And yet it’s such a tragic story. He fought alongside David. He fought for David. He 
worked for David. He respected David. He looked up to David. And yet he spent his 
entire life for David only to receive at the end of his life the wrath of David and the 
judgment of David. I say that’s a tragedy; that is sad. The only thing that I can think of is 
for a modern-day Christian to be in the church, work in the church, admire Jesus, 
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respect Jesus, fight for Jesus, serve Jesus, and to die and go to hell under the wrath of 
Jesus. And some will. And so I want you to pay very close attention. He was a man who 
was very loyal and very lost. And I’m afraid that many in my congregation may be in that 
same kind of a situation. And they may be like Joab in the Old Testament. They may be 
like Judas in the New Testament. 

I. The Loyalty of Joab
Now I want you to notice the loyalty of this man—the loyalty of this man. What a loyalty 
he had for David! If you were to ask anybody, “Who is David’s right-hand man? Who is 
the man that you can trust to stand by David?” probably they would have all said, 
“Joab—Joab is the man who is loyal to David.” It doesn’t matter whether it’s dangerous, 
it doesn’t matter if it’s desirable or not desirable; you’re going to find that Joab is 
standing for David and fighting for David. He was loyal to David, but he never really 
loved David. He never really opened his heart to David. And what he did with David 
ultimately depended upon what David did with him. 

Now David, you know, is a picture of Jesus. David is an Old Testament type, 
prophecy, illustration of Jesus. Both are of the tribe of Judah. Both are God’s anointed 
kings. Both were first rejected and then both were enthroned. And so David pictures the 
Lord Jesus Christ. He is a type, a picture, of Jesus. But now Joab was seemingly loyal 
to David, outwardly loyal to David. Let me tell you what kind of a loyalty he had. 

A. He Had a Family Loyalty
First of all, he had a family loyalty. You’re in 1 Kings chapter 2—look in verse 5: 
“Moreover thou knowest also what Joab the son of Zeruiah did to me.” Well, who is 
Zeruiah? Who is this? Why this was David’s sister, and Joab was David’s nephew. And 
so Joab had known about David ever since he was a little boy. 

You see, David’s sister was there in the tent, doubtless peeking through the tent 
curtains, when old Samuel the prophet came to anoint the king of Israel. And you 
remember the seven sons of Jesse came in there. And I think seven is significant. I 
believe it speaks of the perfection of the flesh. These seven sons were there, but none 
of them were good enough—and old Samuel, knowing that God had his king. One by 
one they appear, and one by one the old prophet shakes his head and says, “This is not 
the one. There must be someone else.” 

And then they remember that boy who’s keeping the sheep, that shepherd boy 
David. Samuel says, “Send for him.” And off for the hills they run and they come back 
with little David. And certainly David’s sister was there, Joab’s mother was there; and 
she saw that holy prophet thank God, and she saw that holy prophet get out that holy oil 
and pour it over David’s head, and then from that time on she knew that David was 
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God’s anointed king. He was the one that was chosen of God and that God had decided 
that David would rule the throne. 

And I believe that when little Joab was born to sister, she said to him, “Now Joab, I 
want you to remember that David is the man of destiny. I was there when he was 
anointed. He is God’s man. And Joab, I want you to live for David. I want you to give 
your heart to David. The future is with David. You stay with David. You stick with David. 
David is God’s anointed.” 

From the time that Joab was a little boy, doubtless he knew this. And that’s one 
reason he was loyal to David. He’s like many people who are raised in the church, and 
from the very time that they can first hear and understand they learn about Jesus. Jesus 
is King. Jesus is Lord. “Jesus loves me, this I know.” Jesus is God’s anointed Messiah. 
Jesus is the Savior, the Lord. And just like Joab, we’ve heard it from youth. I’m talking 
about Joab’s loyalty to David, and first of all, he had a family loyalty. He could hardly 
remember a time when he had not been told about David. 

B. He Had a Fundamental Loyalty
But not only did he have a family loyalty; he had what I want to call a fundamental 
loyalty. He believed the right things about David. 

1. He Knew That David Was Savior
David was the savior of Israel. It was very obvious that David was God’s savior in that 
day. He could remember the story of how David went out and fought Goliath and how 
he had defeated Goliath, and that one man had won the battle for them all. It was a 
vicarious battle, and David had won it, and David had overcome him that had the power 
of death—that is, Goliath. He was victorious. And certainly Joab knew that David was 
savior. 

2. He Knew That David Was Sovereign
But not only did he know that David was savior; he knew that David was sovereign. 
Joab saw how Abner had tried to set up another king—and we’re going to talk about 
that. His name was Ishbosheth, and he was a rival king. He had no right to be king. 
Abner tried to set up Ishbosheth as king, but Joab would have no part of it. And Joab 
knew that David was supposed to be king. He was sovereign. He was lord and king, 
and Joab stood up for this. He knew it was right, and he fought for it. 

3. He Knew That David Was Sufficient
But not only was he convinced that David was savior, not only was he convinced that 
David was sovereign; he was convinced that David was sufficient. He had been around 
David enough to know that David was a most remarkable man. He had seen how David 
single-handedly had united the 12 tribes of Israel. He had seen how David had been 
such a king that David brought in both peace and prosperity and unity. He had seen 
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how David was the embodiment of all of Israel’s ideals. In this one man, David, we see 
a shepherd and a soldier, we see a king and a prophet, we see a musician and a poet. 
He was a diplomat. He was an administrator. He was a friend. He was a hero. He was 
all of it. What more could you want? If Israel had David, it didn’t seem like they needed 
anything else. If they didn’t have David, it seemed as though they had nothing. And 
Joab believed all of this. Not only did he have a family loyalty; he had a fundamental 
loyalty. He saw David as savior, sovereign, and sufficient. 

C. He Had a Fighting Loyalty
But not only this; he also had a fighting loyalty. And as you study the life of Joab—and 
as we’re going to see in a moment—he would fight for David just like that. He was on 
the battlefield for David. He risked his life for David. He took the Jebusite stronghold for 
David. And had you asked, “Who is David’s most courageous soldier? Who is his most 
faithful servant?” “people would have said, “Joab, of course.” 

But now wait a minute. In spite of the fact of his loyalty, there was still something 
missing. I’m going to show you in a moment that there was a fatal flaw in Joab. And not 
only are you going to see his loyalty, but you’re going to see his lostness. Somehow he 
never ever really gave his heart to David. He admired David. He fought for David. And 
yet he never surrendered to David. He knew that David was savior. He knew that David 
was sovereign. He knew that David was sufficient. And yet he had not given his heart. 
And he, like so many people who occupy the pews of so many Baptist churches across 
America, they have been raised from children to have a family loyalty. They have heard 
so much of the Word of God that they have a fundamental loyalty. And they have 
worked so hard for the Lord that they have a fighting loyalty for the Lord, and yet they 
have never ever been born again. They have never ever really been saved. They are 
going to die and go to hell because there’s something missing in their relationship with 
the King of kings and the Lord of lords. 

II. The Lostness of Joab
Now we’ve talked a little bit about the loyalty of Joab. I want us to think for a moment 
about the lostness of Joab. What caused this man Joab to receive the judgment of 
David? Why would David come to the end of his life and tell his son Solomon, “As for 
Joab, don’t you let his white head go down to the ground in peace. You let my judgment 
fall upon him.” Why is it? What happened to him? Well, we’ll search the record and 
you’re going to find out that in all of it you can never find a place where Joab truly from 
his heart loved David. Joab was a man who loved the kingdom without loving the king. 
He loved the power but he didn’t love the person. He loved the glory, but he did not love 
the glorious one who was God’s anointed. And you can see in the way that Joab dealt 
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with three rebellions that came up against David that Joab really never ever had the 
heartbeat of King David. 

A. He Disdained the Mind of David
Let’s go now to 2 Samuel chapter 3. Turn backward in the materials, would you 
please—2 Samuel chapter 3, and I want us to begin reading in verse 20 and see what 
Joab did to a man named Abner: “So Abner came to David to Hebron…”—I’m reading 2 
Samuel 3:20—“So Abner came to David to Hebron, and twenty men with him. And 
David made Abner and the men that were with him a feast. And Abner said unto David, 
I will arise and go, and will gather all Israel unto my lord the king, that they may make a 
league with thee, and that thou mayest reign over all that thine heart desireth. And 
David sent Abner away; and he went in peace” (2 Samuel 3:20–21). 

Now I want to tell you this is the same Abner who had once rebelled against David. 
This is the same Abner who had wanted to set up a wrong king, Ishbosheth, and make 
him the king. But later on Abner saw the wrongness of his ways. After a while, Abner 
saw the beauty of King David, the rightness of King David, the righteousness of King 
David, that King David was God’s appointed man, God’s anointed man, and Abner 
repented of his ways. He came to David. He asked David for forgiveness. David forgave 
him. David made a feast for him. They had fellowship. And Abner said to David, “David, 
I’m going to bring as many people to your side as I can. I love you, and I want everyone 
to be in your kingdom.” 

That’s what 2 Samuel 3:20 and 21 tell us. But now skip on down to verse 26: “And 
when Joab was come out from David, he sent messengers after Abner, which brought 
him again from the well of Sirah: but David knew it not. And when Abner was returned to 
Hebron, Joab took him aside in the gate to speak with him quietly, and smote him there 
under the fifth rib, that he died, for the blood of Asahel his brother” (2 Samuel 3:26–27). 

Now here’s a strange thing. David loved Abner. David forgave Abner. David wanted 
fellowship with Abner. Abner loved David. Abner was going to bring people to follow 
David. But Joab, who was David’s commander-in-chief, took this man off and stabbed 
him in the back. And he represents so many people who claim to know and love the 
Lord Jesus Christ and yet they never ever have the mind of Christ. They never can deal 
properly with those whom Jesus has forgiven. They cannot see a soul forgiven. They 
cannot understand someone who has been forgiven and made right with God, and so 
they always are bearing grudges. They are always bearing resentments, because they 
have not the mind of Christ. 

I wonder, do you have the mind of Christ? Do you think as Jesus thinks, and 
therefore do you love as Jesus loves? And do you deal with those who Jesus has dealt 
with as Jesus would deal with them? You know, one of the saddest things in the world is 
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to see people who knife other people in the back under the guise of Christianity. And 
they have a drawn sword, they have a dagger, and they’re arguing, disputing, and 
fighting among themselves and yet claiming to love the Lord Jesus. I want to tell you 
something, friend: you cannot claim to love the Lord Jesus Christ and knife those that 
He loves. I don’t care where your membership is. I don’t care whether yours is a family 
loyalty and a fundamental loyalty and a fighting loyalty: if you’re knifing those that Jesus 
loves, you haven’t been saved—you haven’t been saved. This is what old Joab did. He 
never ever really had the mind of David. 

B. He Distressed the Heart of David
But not only did he disdain the mind of David; I want you to notice he also distressed the 
heart of David. I want you to turn to another passage, if you will. Now turn to 2 Samuel 
chapter 18, and I want you to notice another episode. Not only what Joab did to Abner, 
but I’m going to show you what Joab did to Absalom. I’m reading 2 Samuel 18:5: “And 
the king commanded Joab and Abishai and Ittai, saying, Deal gently for my sake with 
the young man, even with Absalom. And all the people heard when the king gave all the 
captains charge concerning Absalom. So the people went out into the field against 
Israel: and the battle was in the wood of Ephraim; where the people of Israel were slain 
before the servants of David, and there was there a great slaughter that day of twenty 
thousand men. For the battle was there scattered over the face of all the country: and 
the wood devoured more people that day than the sword devoured.” That is, the people 
got tangled up in the underbrush and were beaten to death there trying to get out of the 
brush, and they were trapped and snared in the brambles. And so he said, “the wood 
devoured more people that day than the sword devoured.” And now verse 9: “And 
Absalom met the servants of David. And Absalom rode upon a mule, and the mule went 
under the thick boughs of a great oak, and his head caught hold of the oak, and he was 
taken up between the heaven and the earth; and the mule that was under him went 
away. And a certain man saw it, and told Joab, and said, Behold, I saw Absalom 
hanged in an oak. And Joab said unto the man that told him, And, behold, thou sawest 
him, and why didst thou not smite him there to the ground? and I would have given thee 
ten shekels of silver, and a girdle. And the man said unto Joab, Though I should receive 
a thousand shekels of silver in mine hand, yet would I not put forth mine hand against 
the king’s son: for in our hearing the king charged thee and Abishai and Ittai, saying, 
Beware that none touch the young man Absalom. Otherwise I should have wrought 
falsehood against mine own life: for there is no matter hid from the king, and thou 
thyself wouldest have set thyself against me. Then said Joab, I may not tarry thus with 
thee. And he took three darts in his hand, and thrust them through the heart of Absalom, 
while he was yet alive in the midst of the oak. And ten young men that bare Joab’s 
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armour compassed about and smote Absalom, and slew him” (2 Samuel 18:5–15). 
Now Absalom was David’s son. And he had rebelled against David, horribly rebelled 

against David. He tried to usurp the throne from David. And David said to Joab, and he 
said to his other men there that day, “Look, I know what he’s done. I know what he 
deserves. But I want you to hear me and hear me well. Regardless of what he’s done, 
and regardless of what he deserves, I love him. He’s my son. I want to show him mercy. 
I want to extend my grace to him. And so therefore deal gently with the young man 
Absalom for my sake.” All of us remember the story of how Absalom ran under that 
huge oak tree and how his head and his hair got tangled there in the limbs and he’s left 
dangling, suspended, he cannot free himself, and how cruel and wicked Joab came and 
found him there and drove three daggers into his heart, and Joab’s other men 
surrounded him and hounded him and pummeled him to the death and broke the heart 
of David. 

And I want to tell you that not only did Joab not have the mind of David; he did not 
have the heart of David. Joab could not love like David loved. I want to tell you 
something else, friend. The acid test as to whether or not you’re a Christian is not 
whether you have a family loyalty, and a fundamental loyalty, and a fighting loyalty. The 
acid test is, do you love as Jesus loves? Do you love? You see, Joab could not deal 
with those whom David had forgiven, and Joab could not deal with those whom David 
wanted to forgive. He had forgiven Abner, but Joab stabbed him in the back. He wanted 
to forgive Absalom, but Joab stabbed him three times in the heart. And I want to ask 
you a question tonight. I don’t want to know whether you’ve joined the church. I don’t 
want to know whether you work in the church, whether you sing in the choir, whether 
you know doctrine, whether you fight for the faith. I want to ask you a question. Do you 
love as Jesus loved? If not, you are, dear friend, in Joab’s crowd, and you’re going to 
receive the wrath of Jesus. Do you love the lost? Do you love the rebels? 

Continue to read here in 2 Samuel 18:33 and see how the heart of David was 
broken. In 2 Samuel 18:33: “And the king was much moved, and went up to the 
chamber over the gate, and wept: and as he went, thus he said, O my son Absalom, my 
son, my son Absalom! would to God I had died for thee, O Absalom, my son, my son!” 
David loved this rebel so much he would have died for him just as Jesus died for us. 
What a picture of the love of God! But Joab could never understand that. He did not 
love as Jesus loved or David loved. He could not think as David thought. 

Continue to read in 2 Samuel 19:1–2: “And it was told Joab, Behold, the king 
weepeth and mourneth for Absalom. And the victory that day was turned into mourning 
unto all the people: for the people heard say that day how the king was grieved for his 
son.” But I want you to notice the reaction of Joab to that. Look in verses 5 and 6: “And 
Joab came into the house of the king, and said, Thou hast shamed this day the faces of 
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all thy servants, which this day hath saved thy life, and the lives of thy sons and of thy 
daughters, and the lives of thy wives, and the lives of thy concubines; in that thou lovest 
thine enemies, and hatest thy friends” He could not have been more wrong than when 
he said David hated his friends, but he could not have been more right when he said 
that David loved his enemies. “For thou hast declared this day, that thou regardest 
neither princes nor servants: for this day I perceive, that if Absalom had lived, and all we 
had died this day, then it had pleased thee well” (2 Samuel 19:5–6). He’s sarcastic now 
with David, because David wanted to show his love for Absalom. 

C. He Defied the Will of David
Now pay attention. What was wrong with Joab? He did not have the mind of David. He 
could not think as David thought. He did not have the heart of David. He could not love 
as David loved. Nor did he have the will of David. He did not will as David willed. I want 
you to turn to a final passage now in 1 Kings chapter 1. Go back there to 1 Kings for a 
moment and look in chapter 1, and I want to read verses 5 to 7. You’re going to find out 
that there was another one of David’s sons that rebelled against him. His name was 
Adonijiah. And in 1 Kings 1:5 we read, “Then Adonijah the son of Haggith exalted 
himself, saying, I will be king: and he prepared him chariots and horsemen, and fifty 
men to run before him. And his father had not displeased him at any time in saying, 
Why hast thou done so? and he also was a very goodly man; and his mother bare him 
after Absalom. And he conferred with Joab the son of Zeruiah, and with Abiathar the 
priest: and they following Adonijah helped him” (1 Kings 1:5–7). 

Now here’s Joab again trying to set up a wrong king. It was not David’s will that 
Adonijiah be king. It was David’s sovereign will that Solomon succeed him on the 
throne. Skip on down to verse 11 and following, in 1 Kings 1:11: “Wherefore Nathan 
spake unto Bathsheba the mother of Solomon, saying, Hast thou not heard that 
Adonijah the son of Haggith doth reign, and David our lord knoweth it not? Now 
therefore come, let me, I pray thee, give thee counsel, that thou mayest save thine own 
life, and the life of thy son Solomon. Go and get thee in unto king David, and say unto 
him, Didst not thou, my lord, O king, swear unto thine handmaid, saying, Assuredly 
Solomon thy son shall reign after me, and he shall sit upon my throne? why then doth 
Adonijah reign?” (1 Kings 1:11–13). 

Now the thing I want you to see is in verse 7, that Joab, contrary to the will of David, 
tries to make Adonijiah king; and what I’m trying to say is this: that Joab never had the 
mind of David; Joab never had the heart of David; Joab never had the will of David. It 
was David’s sovereign will that Solomon be king, but yet Joab had another way. Joab 
was like so many people who say, “Yes, I belong to Jesus Christ, but I know my rights. 
Yes, I belong to Jesus Christ, but I have my desires. Yes, I belong to Jesus Christ, but I 
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have my own judgments and my own reasonings.” He never ever really had his will 
brought under the will of David. 

Conclusion 
Now I’m talking to some of you who are going to be just like Joab. You’re going to 
receive the judgment of the Lord Jesus Christ, who knows that outwardly you’re loyal 
but inwardly you’re lost. You never have ever really and truly given your heart to Jesus 
Christ. Now the mark as to whether or not a man is saved is not what kind of doctrine he 
can rattle off. You  ’re not saved by the plan of salvation; you  ’re saved by the man of 
salvation, and His name is Jesus. You’re not saved by serving and fighting. As a matter 
of fact, the Joabs are the people who cause church fights, church splits. They’ll fight for 
doctrine and they’ll fight for what they think is right; they’ll fight for the cause of Christ. 

And the Bible says, “Only by pride cometh contention” (Proverbs 13:10). There are a 
lot of Joabs who have wrecked a lot of churches, and in the name of their king, but they 
have never had the heart of their king. They have never known how to deal with other 
people as Jesus Himself would deal with them. They really do not know how to forgive 
as Jesus forgives. They never know how to seek rebels as Jesus seeks rebels. They 
never know anything about the sovereign will of our great God. 

And so I’m asking you tonight not, Do you have a family loyalty? I don’t care if you 
were raised in the cradle roll at Bellevue. I’m not asking you, Do you have a 
fundamental loyalty? I’m not asking you whether you’re a pre-millennialist, or whether 
you believe in verbal inspiration, or the virgin birth. You can believe all that and go 
straight to hell. I’m not asking if you have a fighting loyalty. I’m not asking you how true 
you are to Bellevue, and how many battles you’ve fought for righteousness, and 
whether you’re in the Moral Majority, or whatever. I want to know, Do you have the heart 
of Jesus Christ? Do you love Jesus? Do you have the mind of Christ? Are you 
submitted to the will of Christ? You may be outwardly loyal, inwardly lost. You know it’s 
so possible to be religious but lost. And the sad thing is that those who are religious and 
lost are those who least think that they need to be saved. 
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“Then they said one to another, We do not do well: this day is a day of good tidings, and 
we hold our peace: if we tarry till the morning light, some mischief will come upon us: 

now therefore come, that we may go and tell the king’s household.” 
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Introduction 
Take your Bibles please and turn to 2 Kings chapter 7 as we’re continuing to think on 
the miracles of Elisha and how your life and my life can be the life of miracles through 
the supernatural life of the Lord Jesus Christ in us. And we are saying that the life of 
Elisha is an Old Testament illustration to us who are in New Testament times of the 
abundant life that every child in the Lord Jesus Christ ought to live. And as we’ve said, 
our lives ought not to be monotonous; they ought to be momentous. And they can be 
when we walk in the grace that Mary has just sung about. I want to take for a text 2 
Kings chapter 7 and verse 9—2 Kings chapter 7 and verse 9: “Then they said one to 
another, We do not do well: this day is a day of good tidings, and we hold our peace: if 
we tarry till the morning light, some mischief will come upon us: now therefore come, 
that we may go and tell the king’s household” (2 Kings 7:9). “This is a day of good 
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tidings, and we hold our peace.” 
I want to speak to you tonight on “The Sin of Silence”—“The Sin of Silence.” Ours is 

the greatest mission; ours is the greatest message; ours is the greatest Master the 
world knows anything about. Our mission is the Great Commission. Our message is the 
saving gospel of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and our Master is Jesus Christ 
Himself, who has told us that we ought to take the gospel to every creature here upon 
the face of the earth. And yet many Christians are sinning against this command. And 
they’re committing what I call the sin of silence. And if you’re not a witness and you’re 
not right with God, I don’t care what else you may do. I care not how faithfully you 
attend, how eloquently you teach, how liberally you give, how circumspectly you walk, 
how beautifully you sing—if you’re not witnessing, you’re not right with God. Amen? 
Let’s say it again. If you’re not witnessing, you’re not right with God. Amen? Amen. 
Condemned in your own court, some of you, when you said, “Amen.” 

Andrew Murray said, “There are two classes of Christians: soul winners and 
backsliders.” You know, that early church, that new church, that pristine church, that 
first-century church, did so much with so little. Think of the obstacles they had. They 
went out against the imperial might of Rome. They went out against the wisdom and the 
intellectual superiority of Greece. They went out against the bigotry and the stiff-necked 
resistance of Judaism. And yet they turned that world upside down and inside out for 
the Lord Jesus Christ. And they did it with no microphones. They did it with no beautiful 
buildings. They did it with no radio. They did it with no television. They did it with no 
college. They did it with no seminaries. They did it with no prestige. They did it with no 
financial backing. And yet they turned that world upside down and inside out for the 
Lord Jesus. They did so much with so little. And we do so little with so much. 

Now what has happened to us? I believe if we believed what they believe, we would 
achieve what they achieved. Dear friend, they had hearts and lives and souls that were 
on fire for the Lord Jesus Christ, and they believed that soul winning was not an option 
like pushbutton windows. They believed it was God’s command. And they believed that 
any church, any Christian, who was not actively engaged in soul winning and witnessing 
was not merely failing in something nice; he was guilty of rebellion and a clinched fist in 
the face of God. 

Soul winning is the marching order of the Christian. And we, dear friend, are 
committing the sin of silence. And by God’s grace, I want that to be cured in my heart, in 
my life; in your heart, in your life—all our lives. I tell you, we need to take the gospel to a 
world that’s perishing. And ladies and gentlemen, I’m looking forward to going to 
heaven, but I want to tell you there’s one thing that I can’t do in heaven that we can do 
down here: That’s win souls. I want to tell you all of the souls that you ever win you’re 
going to win this side of the Rapture, or you’re going to win this side of death, or 

 

Copyright ©2022 Love Worth Finding Ministries, Inc. | Used by permission from the Rogers Family Trust. | www.LWF.org/ARLC 
26



whatever it is. And so if you ever intend to be a soul winner, if you intend to bring people 
to Jesus, if you ever intend to be used of God, then you had better get at it. 

Now I want us to think tonight on three points as we look at this story here: first of all, 
the problem; secondly, the provision; and thirdly, the personnel. Now the first two points 
will not be as long as the third point, so if I’m still on the first two points and it’s almost 
8:30, you know we’re in trouble. 

I. The Problem
All right now, the first point is what I call the problem. And actually, this is an addendum 
to last Sunday night’s message where there was a time of famine in Samaria. There 
was a real problem. Look in 2 Kings chapter 6 and verse 24, and we’ll pick up the 
thread of thought. Remember that these Syrians had encamped round about Samaria. 
And remember that they had laid siege to the city of Samaria, and famine and starvation 
stalked through the streets of Samaria. I’m reading here chapter 6 and verse 24. And 
the Bible says, “And it came to pass after this, that Benhadad king of Syria gathered all 
his host, and went up, and besieged Samaria. And there was a great famine in Samaria: 
and, behold, they besieged it, until an ass’s head was sold for fourscore pieces of 
silver,”—that’s about 50 to 70 dollars. How’d you like to go to the meat market tonight 
and pay 70 dollars for a donkey’s head?—“and the fourth part of a cab of dove’s dung 
for five pieces of silver” (2 Kings 6:24–25). Can you imagine what it was like if you had 
to go to the meat market and buy this kind of food in order to subsist? It was a time not 
only where people were eating a depraved diet; it was actually a time of cannibalism. 

Notice in verse 28: “And the king said unto her, What aileth thee? And she 
answered, This woman said unto me, Give thy son, that we may eat him to day, and we 
will eat my son to morrow. So we boiled my son, and did eat him: and I said unto her on 
the next day, Give thy son, that we may eat him: and she hath hid her son” (2 Kings 
6:28). They were arguing about whose son they were going to eat and whose son they 
didn’t eat, and so forth. Can you imagine such a thing? Not only was there depravity in 
their diet—donkey’s head and dove’s dung—but actual cannibalism. 

And remember we pointed out today that there may not be a famine in that physical 
sense that we have here in America, but the Bible says in the last days there’s going to 
be a famine for the Word of God (Amos 8:11). And when there’s a famine for the Word 
of God, you’ll see people always turning to a depraved diet. You’ll see them in the X-
rated movies. You’ll see them reading the horoscope. You’ll see them delving into the 
demonic. And you’ll see them biting and devouring one another, a form of Christian 
cannibalism, because they’re not being fed on the Word. 

And so here was the problem, and because of this problem there was a great need. 
Number one: They needed rescue—the Syrians were there. Number two: They needed 
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relief—they were starving. Number three: They needed revival—they were discouraged. 
And this was the problem. And that’s the first point. And that wasn’t too bad. 

II. The Provision
Now let me move to the second point. Let me show you the provision. God, as we 
preached last Sunday night, supernaturally provided. There was a supernatural 
provision. Look in 2 Kings chapter 7 now, beginning with verse 6. And this was one of 
the miracles that came about through the ministry of Elisha, the man of God. Second 
Kings chapter 7 and verse 6: “For the LORD had made the host of the Syrians to hear a 
noise of chariots, and a noise of horses, even the noise of a great host: and they said 
one to another, Lo, the king of Israel hath hired against us the kings of the Hittites, and 
the kings of the Egyptians, to come upon us. Wherefore they arose and fled in the 
twilight, and left their tents, and their horses, and their asses, even the camp as it was, 
and fled for their life. And when these lepers came to the uttermost part of the camp, 
they went into one tent, and did eat and drink, and carried thence silver, and gold, and 
raiment, and went and hid it; and came again, and entered into another tent, and carried 
thence also, and went and hid it” (2 Kings 7:6–8). 

Here was God providing—why, the Syrian army that was just loaded down with all 
kinds of provision, and all kinds of means of food and wealth, everything that the people 
of Samaria needed. It was all there, and they just walked off and left it. I just want to say 
several things about this provision. 

A. It Was a Supernatural Provision
First of all, it was supernatural—that is verse 6. They heard a noise and it was the host 
of heaven. It was supernatural. 

B. It Was a Suitable Provision
The second thing: It was suitable. I want you to look in verse 7. Exactly what they 
needed God provided, and it was sufficient—all that they needed. 

C. It Was a Sufficient Provision
Listen. Look in verse 8: “And when these lepers came into the uttermost part of the 
camp, they went into one tent, and did eat and drink, and carried thence silver, and 
gold, and raiment,” and so forth. You see, here was the provision: a supernatural 
provision, a suitable provision, a sufficient provision. And this speaks to me of the 
provision that the Lord Jesus Christ has made for this day and for this age. You see, 
just as the host of Jehovah entered into the enemy’s camp in that day, so the Lord 
Jesus Christ has invaded the camp of the enemy, and He by death has destroyed him 
that had the power of death, even the devil (Hebrews 2:14). 

 

Copyright ©2022 Love Worth Finding Ministries, Inc. | Used by permission from the Rogers Family Trust. | www.LWF.org/ARLC 
28



And how the Lord God with His miraculous intervention has made a lavish provision 
for this world. I tell you, provision has already been made for this world! There’s not a 
need that this world has that has not already been made and met by our dear Lord. And 
He meets it lavishly. Why, there was more here than these men could ever eat or carry 
away, more booty than they needed. How lavish is the provision. And I want to say right 
now, don’t make the sin of limiting God. Don’t commit the sin of limiting God. 

I was reading the other day in the Psalms this verse: “They…limited the Holy One of 
Israel” (Psalm 78:41). That is, they set a limit on God, on what God can do. That’s a 
terrible thing for a church to do, for a pastor to do to a Christian, for a Christian to do. 
And you know that word in the Hebrew, “they…limited the holy One of God,” I was 
interested to read, means they horizoned God. That’s literally what the word limit 
means. You see, in that day, the limit of a man’s eyes was the horizon. Do you know 
how far away the horizon is? If you go out here and look, according to my statistics, the 
horizon is 21.6 miles away. That’s as far as you see before the earth curves away. 
That’s the horizon. 

Now is that the size of your God: just what you can see as far as you can see? 
There’s a lot more to this world than what we see at the horizon. And there’s a lot more 
to God than what a lot of us see, but we have horizoned God. We have “limited the Holy 
One of Israel.” Oh, listen, my friend. Don’t limit God. He’s able to do exceedingly, 
abundantly more than we can ask or think (Ephesians 3:20). 

III. The Personnel
There was a problem—that’s what I’m trying to say. There was a provision—that’s what 
I’m trying to say. Now let me go to the third point and spend a little more time there, just 
pull over and park. All right, I want us to notice, not only the problem, and not only the 
provision, but I want you to notice the personnel, because God, who had solved the 
problem by making a lavish provision, then wanted some people to tell about it. God 
had done a mighty work, but He needed some messengers to tell about it. And I want 
you to notice who He used. He used four lepers. And I believe it’s significant that He 
used four, because four is the earth number, it speaks of north, east, south and west. It 
speaks of all the corners of the globe. I believe it’s a representative number here. And I 
want you to notice here in 2 Kings chapter 7 and verse 3: “And there were four leprous 
men at the entering in of the gate: and they said one to another, Why sit we here until 
we die?” (2 Kings 7:3). 

And so these men said, “Look, we’re starving to death anyway, and if we just sit 
here, we’re going to starve to death. Let’s get up and do something, even if it’s wrong.” 
They said, “Let’s go to the camp of the Syrians.” Notice what they said in verse 4: “If we 
say, We will enter into the city, then the famine is in the city, and we shall die there: and 
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if we sit here, we die also. Now therefore come, and let us fall unto the host of the 
Syrians: if they save us alive, we shall live; and if they kill us, we shall but die. And they 
rose up in the twilight, to go unto the camp of the Syrians: and when they were come to 
the uttermost part of the camp of Syria, behold, there was no man there” (2 Kings 7:4–
5). 

And you know the rest of the story. They went in there, and as I told you last week, 
they’d never seen so much spam and dry beans and stuff in their life. Man, they had a 
feast. I mean, these men, who were so hungry, they entered in, and there was the food 
fresh cooked, there was all the silver, there was all the gold, there were all the munitions 
of war—everything they needed—and they started to eat. And man, they ate and they 
ate and they ate. And they sat down six inches from the table and ate till they touched 
the table. And they were growing sleek, and they were growing, and they were growing; 
they’re getting overfilled. 

Now you know, I believe Christians ought to be filled, but I don’t believe that they 
ought to be stuffed. And I believe we ought to grow in grace, but not in grease. And here 
were these guys—they were just sitting there and they were stoking the furnace. I 
mean, they were loading up. Man, they’d never had so much food, and good food, and 
they had been hungry. And so now they said, “This is our opportunity,” and they start to 
eat, and they eat and they eat and they eat. And then they start to gather gold and silver 
and jewels and everything they can find, and hide it, and loot this tent and loot that tent. 
Oh, the riches they were finding! And all of them were there because of the marvelous 
work of the great God who had brought deliverance. 

And then, they started to get conscience-stricken. They said, “This is a day of good 
tidings. There are other people who need to hear this good news. And we hold our 
peace. We’d better do something about it.” And they delivered the message that God 
had made the provision. 

Now I want to make some simple applications, and they’re going to be exceedingly 
simple. But I want you to notice the men God used, the personnel, the agents that God 
used to tell the message, the good news that God had made a provision. 

A. They Were Common Men
First of all, they were common men—they were common men. Look, if you will, please, 
in verse 3: “And there were four leprous men at the entering in of the gate.” Four 
leprous men: that is, they were outcasts; they were downtrodden. They weren’t 
important; they were just common, ordinary—perhaps less than ordinary—men, and yet 
God used them. 

And I want to tell you, ladies and gentlemen, God has chosen the common people of 
this world, and God has chosen the ordinary people of this world. And Mr. and Mrs. 
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John Doe God has chosen to deliver His message. God doesn’t want and need the high 
and mighty, the rich, the wealthy, the affluent, the beautiful, the strong. Oh, He uses 
these too, but these are not the ones He primarily chooses to use. 

Keep one finger there and turn, if you will, to 1 Corinthians chapter 1. I want you to 
notice a passage of Scripture here that’s one that has spoken to my heart more than 
one time—1 Corinthians chapter 1 and verse 26. There are those of you who are 
making an excuse. You say, “Well, God can use Bob Sorrell with his fine mind and good 
looks, God can use Tommy Lane with his talents, God can use Dan Carter, and so 
forth, but God can’t use me.” Listen. Look in 1 Corinthians chapter 1, verse 26: “For ye 
see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, 
not many noble, are called: but God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to 
confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the 
things which are mighty; and base things of the world, and things which are despised, 
hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: that 
no flesh should glory in His presence” (1 Corinthians 1:26–29). 

You see, God has a plan, and God’s plan is to bring glory to Himself. And let me tell 
you how God’s plan works. God takes what the world calls a foolish message, and then 
God takes a weak messenger, and then God compounds these two in the crucible of 
His love and wisdom, and the result is glory to God. 

Now sometimes we think if we could get a beauty queen to tell the story, or 
sometimes we think if we could get an All-American to tell the story or something, if we 
get a millionaire on our side, then that would be the answer. Now I’m not against the All-
Americans and the beauty queens and the millionaires; I thank God for them. And I 
want you to notice the Scripture doesn’t say “not any mighty, not any noble, are called”; 
it just says, “not many mighty, not many noble.” Some of the finest minds this world has 
ever known have been given to the gospel of Jesus Christ. Some fine men of means 
and wealth love the Lord Jesus. Some very fine athletes and beauty queens and so 
forth love the Lord Jesus. But God’s major plan is to take ordinary people and do 
extraordinary things with them. Because you see, when God takes ordinary people and 
does extraordinary things through them, God then gets the glory. 

Now that’s what God is all about. You know, people say, “Well, I don’t believe God 
can use me.” Well, you insult God. You see, you’re limiting God, you’re horizoning God. 
Well, you say, “Well, all right then, I’ll just serve God in my poor little ole weak way.” 
Well, quit it. He doesn’t want you to serve him in your poor little ole weak way. You see, 
God wants to take ordinary people and do extraordinary things through them. 

Do you think God can use you? Well, look in verse 27. God had chosen the foolish 
things of the world. Do you feel foolish tonight? You know, this word foolish is the word 
we get our word moron from, the Greek word—it really is. Amen? God can use you. 
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All right, “God hath chosen the weak things of the world.” You got a kind of a dull 
headache, palpitations around the heart, feel a little trembly? Congratulations! And 
notice verse 28: “and base things of the world.” This word means “ignoble, of low birth, 
without pedigree, from the wrong side of the tracks.” You didn’t come from a list of Van 
Eysters and Kennedys and Vanderbilts and Lanes. Wonderful! All right, and here: “and 
things which are despised.” Is there somebody who doesn’t like you? Terrific! All right, 
look in verse 28: “and things which are not.” You say, “Brother Rogers, it’s not that they 
don’t like me; they don’t even know I’m here.” Well, wonderful! 

Listen, folks. These are the kinds of people that God wants to use. He delights to 
use them. Go back, if you will, to 2 Kings now and look at the Scripture—2 Kings 
chapter 7—and the first thing I want to say is that these were common men. And friend, 
if God could use four lepers, God can use you. It’s not your fame; it’s your faith. It’s not 
your scholarship; it’s your relationship. It’s not your ability; it is your availability. It’s not 
who you know; it’s whose you are that counts. Just for common men. 

B. They Were Calculating Man
But the second thing I want you to notice about them: Not only were they common men, 
but they were calculating men. Notice here, if you will, they begin to calculate. Verses 3 
and 4 say, “And they said one to another, Why sit we here until we die? If we say, We 
will enter into the city, then the famine is in the city, and we shall die there: and if we sit 
still here, we die also. Now therefore come, and let us fall unto the host of the Syrians: if 
they save us alive, we shall live; and if they kill us, we shall but die.” They said, “These 
are desperate days, and let’s live like it. Let’s don’t just sit here and let life pass us by.” 

And would to God that God could use this message to stir you to some kind of 
action. Now folks, look, you’re going to die anyway. You can’t save your life. You know, 
don’t worry about it. You’re not going to get out of it alive. You’re not going to save it. 
And so you might as well invest it in something important. Remember what Jim Elliot, 
that martyred missionary to the Auca Indians, said? Remember what he said, what he 
wrote in the flyleaf of his Bible: “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain 
what he cannot lose.” Now you think about that. He’s talking about giving his life for 
Christ and the gospel. “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he 
cannot lose.” I’ll tell you, in these days, the most dangerous thing is to play it safe. You 
are safer out on the waves with Jesus Christ than you are in the boat without Him. 

Now there some of you who are just wondering whether or not you ought to risk your 
life and give your heart to Jesus Christ, whether you ought to get saved. Every time I 
preach, you go through this little mental war, you know, and you say, “Should I or 
shouldn’t I?” you know, and you’re just afraid to come down there. Well, look, folks. You 
say, “What if Adrian Rogers is not right?” I mean, what if the gospel is not true, and so 
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forth, and you go through this thing? 
Well, let’s suppose that what I believe is wrong. And let’s suppose that the Bible is a 

bundle of blunders. Let’s suppose there is no God and that Christ never died for our 
sins. And let’s suppose that that you come and put your faith in a fictitious Christ, and 
it’s all just autosuggestion, and so forth. Let’s just suppose that. That’s not true, but let’s 
just suppose that that happens. All right, you’re going to die anyway. I’m going to die 
anyway. You’re no worse off. But look. Suppose I’m right and you’re wrong—suppose 
I’m right and you’re wrong: that there is a God, that the Bible is His Word, and that 
Christ is His Son. You see? By coming to Jesus, you’ve got everything to gain; you 
haven’t got anything to lose. “Why sit we here till we die?” 

Now it takes more than that kind of rationality to come to the Lord, because the Holy 
Spirit’s going to prove to you that what I say is true. You see, if I had to talk you in to it, 
I’d be in sad shape, because as I’ve said before, “Anything I can talk you into somebody 
else can talk you out of.” Oh, dear friend, listen. What God the Holy Spirit tells you about 
is yours forever. But these are days you need to do a little spiritual calculation. These 
were calculating men. 

C. They Were Convinced Men
And then, I want you to notice they were convinced men—they were convinced men. 
Notice in verse 5: “And they rose up in the twilight, to go unto the camp of the Syrians: 
and when they were come to the uttermost part of the camp of Syria, behold, there was 
no man there.” They witnessed the victory. They were witnesses of that victory. Oh, 
dear friend, you’ll never be a soul winner, and you’ll never be a messenger that God can 
use, until you yourself are convinced of Calvary’s victory. I mean, you can’t have a 
stutter; you can’t have a stammer; you have got to blow the trumpet with a certain 
sound. Have you experienced that victory? Are you convinced? The reason that some 
of us don’t witness, I’m afraid, is that we have not yet been convinced of the victory that 
is in the Lord Jesus Christ. These men were convinced. 

Now I want you to be convinced, and God will convince you, but the devil will do all 
he can do to keep you from seeing the victory. The devil doesn’t want you to see just 
how badly defeated he is. 

I heard of man who came home one day. He was bruised, beaten, bloody, scarred, 
clothes torn, teeth knocked out. He was in terrible shape. Someone asked him, “What 
happened to you?” He said, “Well, I was on the street, and two men came up and they 
were thugs, and they demanded my money.” He said, “I wouldn’t give it to them.” He 
said, “I put up a fight until they left.” And the man said, “That’s quite noble. How much 
money did you have? He said, “$1.37.” He said, “You put up a fight like that for $1.37? 
He said, “Well, it wasn’t exactly for the money.” He said, “I didn’t want my financial 
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condition exposed.” 
Friend, the devil doesn’t want you to know just what kind of shape he’s in. And he’ll 

put up an awful fight to keep you from finding it out. Listen. The devil is bankrupt. I 
mean, the devil is defeated. The victory was won at Calvary. It’s already won. The devil 
hopes you never find it out. These lepers saw the victory. They were convinced of the 
victory. And every man who is a great soul winner is a convinced man. We don’t fight for 
victory; we fight from victory. And the victory was won at Calvary. 

D. They Were Contented Men
Now not only were they common men, calculating men; not only were they convinced 
men; I want you to notice also, they were contented men. Look, if you will, in verse 8: 
“And when these lepers came to the uttermost part of the camp, they went into one tent, 
and did eat and drink, and carried thence silver, and gold, and raiment, and went and 
hid it; and came again, and entered into another tent, and carried thence also, and went 
and hid it.” 

These men had all their hearts desired. They were contented. They were feasting. 
And when they told the news that there was a victory, not only were they convinced of 
the victory; they were contented by the victory, because they themselves had feasted. 

Now I want to tell you, friend, if you want to be a good soul winner, you’d better be a 
contented person; you had better be satisfied in the Lord Jesus Christ. Some folks that I 
know who try to witness are so negative, so cantankerous, I think they’ve been on a six-
month diet of dill pickles rather than having sat down and feasted at the feast that our 
Lord has provided for us. 

You see, a man who has experienced these things is the kind of witness the Lord 
wants us to be. Do you remember that Jesus called us to be witnesses? Do you know 
what a witness is? A witness is somebody who tells what he’s seen, heard, and 
experienced. That’s what a witness is. 

Now so many of us think that God called us to be lawyers. God didn’t call us to be 
lawyers; God called us to be witnesses. A lawyer is someone who argues a case. A 
witness is just somebody who tells what he’s seen, heard, and experienced. And the 
reason that some of you don’t witness is you haven’t seen very much, you haven’t 
heard very much, and you haven’t experienced very much. And oh, would to God that 
you could be contented! And would to God that you could sit down tonight, and every 
night, and feast on the miraculous provision that our God has made for us when He 
invaded the camp of the enemy, and gave a supernatural supply, gave a sufficient 
supply, and gave a suitable supply for this hungry world! 

Oh, you need to feast! Are you feasting? Listen, friend. If you’re not feasting on the 
Word of God, if you’re not soaking your soul in the Holy Spirit, if you’re not bringing forth 
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the nuggets and the gold and the silver of this Word and hiding it down in your heart, no 
wonder—no wonder—you’re not a witness! Oh, friend, when you’ve seen, when you’ve 
heard, when you’ve feasted, you can’t keep quiet. And not only should we be witnesses, 
friend; we ought to be part of the evidence. Amen? We really ought to be part of the 
evidence. 

E. They Were Constrained Men
Now let’s go on. Not only were they convinced men, and contented men; they were also 
constrained men. Look, if you will, please, in verse 9: “Then they said one to another, 
We do not well: this day is a day of good tidings, and we hold our peace” (2 Kings 7:9). 
Now if they were constrained men, they were men who knew that it was a sin to be 
silent in a day of good tidings. 

Oh, dear friend, in my humble estimation, there are two great sins that a Christian 
can commit. The greatest is to fail to love the Lord Jesus. The second greatest, in my 
estimation, is not fornication or adultery or drunkenness; it is the sin of silence—the sin 
of silence—to be silent in a day of good tidings, to refuse to share the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 

Now let me just show you what I’m talking about. Suppose you knew the cure for 
cancer. What would you do? Would you now tell it? Suppose you were on an island and 
people were starving to death, and you knew where there was a vast hoard of food, 
more than you could possibly eat, enough for you to eat the rest of your lifetime and still 
enough for everybody else and their eating would not diminish your supply, would you 
not tell it? Friend, may I tell you something without hurting your feelings? If you know 
the gospel of Jesus Christ and you’re not interested in sharing it, I sincerely doubt that 
you’ve ever been saved. How could a person know the gospel and not want to share it? 
How could they? It is absolutely unthinkable. 

From the very moment that Jesus Christ came into my heart, to this moment, I’ve 
had a burning desire to share the gospel of Christ. Now I’ve failed. And I’ve wet my 
pillow with my tears, and I’ve confessed to God my fears and my failures and my 
ignorance over and over again, but I want to tell you, there’s a burning, a yearning, a 
longing, an urging, in my spirit to want to share the gospel of Jesus Christ. These men 
were constrained men. The gospel is good news. “This…is a day of good tidings,” these 
men said. How much greater the tidings that Christ died for our sins! 

When I was in seminary, our seminary president, Dr. Roland Q. Leavell, told a story 
that touched my heart. He told how, as a pastor in Georgia—I believe it was in 
Gainesville, Georgia—that he received word from the War Department that a certain 
young man who had been a member of his church, and who was reported missing in 
action and assumed to be dead, where they’d already informed the mother of that family 
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that her son was dead, they had found him alive, and he was not dead at all, he was 
alive. And they said, “You are the pastor of this woman, and we want you to go and tell 
her that her son is not dead, but he is alive.” 

Now what do you think Dr. Leavell did? Do you think he said, “Well, I’ve got, you 
know, a little vacation trip I’m going to take first, and want to play around at golf, or do 
some other things”? Can you imagine being about to go into a home and tell a mother 
that her son that she had assumed to be dead, missing in action, a body somewhere on 
a battlefield, buried somewhere in a forlorn unknown grave, that son was indeed alive, 
and coming home? Dr. Leavell told of the joy and the happiness, the excitement and the 
thrill of going to tell that message. 

I want to tell you there ought to be that thrill in my heart and your heart every time 
we tell a poor sin-sick, sin-cursed, lost, and undone sinner, there is good news: that 
Christ died for our sins. “This…is a day of good tidings.” The gospel is good news—
good news. 

I’ll sing it and tell it wherever I go, 
I want all to hear it, I want all to know 

The joy of salvation that makes the heart glow, 
For I have been born again. 

—R. H. MCDANIEL 

F. They Were Convicted Men
And I want to say not only were these men constrained men; they were also convicted 
men. I want you to notice the last part of verse 9: “Then they said one to another, We do 
not well: this day is a day of good tidings, and we hold our peace:”—now notice this next 
phrase—“if we tarry till the morning light, some mischief will come upon us: now 
therefore come, that we may go and tell the king’s household” (2 Kings 7:9). 

Oh, the great sin of silence is going to bring mischief on you! Do you think that you 
can be disobedient and get away with it? Do you think just because you’re saved by 
grace and not by works that it’s going to make no difference? I want to tell you 
something, friend, and it may shatter you tonight, but there is a day of reckoning 
coming. The Apostle Paul says, “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body…whether it be good or 
bad” (2 Corinthians 5:10). 

Oh, I don’t mean there that we’re going to be cast into hell, and I don’t mean to imply 
that we’re saved by soul winning. And I don’t understand it all, but I know this: that one 
of these days we’re going to have to give an account for the way that we’ve lived. One 
of these days, the morning is coming. Do you know what these men said? “The morning 
is coming—the morning is coming—and we’d better go tell the king’s household.”  
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There is a morning coming. Our King is coming. The Lord Jesus is coming. And 
when He comes, “the dead in Christ shall rise first” (1 Thessalonians 4:16), and we’re 
going to meet Him, and we’re going to have to give an account of our stewardship; 
we’re going to have to give a reckoning of what we have done. May God help me, may 
God help you, to be a soul winner! 

Conclusion 
Brother Bob, look at them. What would happen if they we were all soul winners? Look. 
What would happen if we were all soul winners? Christianity hasn’t failed. For the most 
part, it hasn’t been tried. “This is a day of good tidings. If we hold our peace, as surely 
as I’m standing, here some mischief is going to come upon us.” 

Do you know what evangelism is? It is one beggar telling another beggar where to 
find bread. I am that first beggar, and I want to tell you, my friend, that our Lord has 
made a marvelous, wonderful provision, and there’s plenty. And I want to invite you 
tonight, come and dine—come and dine. 
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Introduction 
 “And the word of the LORD came unto him, saying, Arise, get thee to Zarephath, which 
belongeth to Zidon, and dwell there: behold, I have commanded a widow woman there 
to sustain thee. So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate of 
the city, behold, the widow woman was there gathering of sticks: and he called to her, 
and said, Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in a vessel, that I may drink. And as she 
was going to fetch it, he [said] to her”—“he called to her”—“and said, Bring me, I pray 
thee, a morsel of bread in thine hand. And she said, As the LORD thy God liveth, I have 
not a cake, but an handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse: and, behold, I 
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am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me and my son, that we may 
eat it, and die. And Elijah said unto her, Fear not; go and do as thou hast said: but make 
me thereof a little cake first, and bring it unto me, and after make for thee and for thy 
son. [And] thus saith the LORD God of Israel, The barrel of meal shall not waste, neither 
shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day that the LORD sendeth rain upon the earth. And 
she went and did according to the saying of Elijah: and she, and he, and her house, did 
eat many days. And the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil fail, 
according to the word of the LORD, which he spake by Elijah.” (1 Kings 17:8–16) 

Now today, we have many people who think that they are poverty-stricken, but folks, 
you don’t know much about poverty until you come to the place this lady was. All she 
had was a meager pittance, just enough not even to make one meal for her and for her 
son. She was going to eat it and then die of starvation. Here was a woman who was in a 
desperate condition. I’m going to say more about her condition in just a moment, but I 
want you to notice that God chose this woman to use. 

I. The Woman God Chose
Now, I want us to study the sermon tonight—the scripture tonight—under three 
headings, the first of which is this: “The Woman that God Chose”—“The Woman that 
God Chose.” The Lord had a special job that He wanted done, and He chose a most 
unlikely woman. Now, why was she so unlikely? Well, I don’t think any one of us had 
chosen her to…if we had been going out looking for someone to do a special task for 
the Lord. 

A. She Had a Burden on Her Heart
In the first place, she had a burden on her heart. I want you to notice, in verse 9, the 
Bible calls her “a widow woman” (1 Kings 17:9)—that is, she was without a husband. I, 
tonight, when I came in the congregation, looked around and spotted some of our 
precious, precious widows in our church. And, Bellevue has some of the greatest 
people on the face of this earth who are her widows. Oh, I thank God for these ladies 
every time I see them here—their faithfulness, their love for the Lord Jesus Christ. And, 
I thank God that He uses them just as He used this woman so long ago. But, here was 
a woman whose heart had been broken with sorrow. Here was a woman who knew 
grief. She had a burden on her heart. 

B. She Had a Boy on Her Hands
But, not only did she have a burden on her heart; she had a boy on her hands. You see, 
she was a very young widow. Evidently, her husband had died when her children were 
not yet raised. And, and, notice, in verse 12, she said, “As the LORD thy God liveth, I 
have not a cake, but an handful of meal in a barrel, and a little [cruse and an oil]”—“a 
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little oil in a cruse”—“and, behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it 
for me and my son, that we may eat it, and die.” (1 Kings 17:12) She was tied down to 
responsibilities that were too great for her. She wasn’t even able to supply, to put food 
on the table for her son. There was no Social Security; there was no one to take care of 
her. She had a boy on her hands. 

C. She Had a Barrenness in Her Home
But, not only did she have a burden on her heart and a boy on her hands; she had a 
barrenness in her home. The cupboard was empty. She was absolutely poverty-
stricken. Her heart was full, and her hands were tied, and her house was empty. She 
doesn’t look much like the kind of a person you would have chosen or that I would have 
chosen to serve the Lord. 

D. She Had a Blemish in Her Past Life
But, I want you to go on and look—not only did she have a barrenness in her home, but 
she also had a blemish in her past life. Turn over to verse 18, if you will for a moment, 
and look at this: “And she said unto Elijah, What have I to do with thee, O thou man of 
God? art thou come unto me to call my sin to remembrance, and to slay my son?” (1 
Kings 17:18) Oh, here was a woman who was conscience-stricken. I don’t know what 
she had done. She didn’t say, “my sins,” but “my sin.” Here was a woman who had 
committed sometime, somehow, such a grievous sin that it had made an indelible mark 
upon her. There was some horrible, terrible blot—some blur, some blemish, some stain, 
some terrible thing—that made her guilt-ridden. 

An unusual woman—I don’t believe that you would have chosen her, that I would 
have chosen her, to do some special work for the Lord. But, I want you to know that 
God often chooses someone who’s burdened-down with a load of care. I want you to 
know that God often chooses someone who is poverty-stricken. I want you to know that 
God often chooses someone who is laden with responsibilities, and I want you to know 
that God often chooses someone who has had a very wicked and sinful past. And, God 
uses these people. That’s just like my Lord. 

I want you to leave this passage for a moment, put a marker in it, and turn to 1 
Corinthians for a moment, and look, if you will, in chapter 1. Some of you tonight just 
think, “Well, surely God could use Jim Whitmire with that smile and all that personality, 
and surely God could use George Richards with all that handsomeness and that great 
tenor voice that he has.” And, we feel that God can use certain people, but we don’t 
think that God can use us. But, look, if you will, in 1 Corinthians chapter 1—in verse 26: 
“For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many 
mighty, not many noble, are called.” (1 Corinthians 1:26) God doesn’t always choose 
the All-Americans. God doesn’t always choose the millionaires. God doesn’t always 
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choose the Phi Beta Kappas. God doesn’t always choose the intellectuals and the 
beauty queens—no, not always. 

Sometimes He does—I’m glad that George Richards has a voice committed to the 
Lord, but, you see, those are not the only people that God chooses. Look in verse 27: 
“God hath chosen the foolish things of the world.” (1 Corinthians 1:27) This world foolish 
is the word that we get our word moron from, and it literally means “the non-intellectual.” 
Say, do you have trouble even balancing your bankbook and…do you? Do you have 
trouble sometimes spelling certain words and pronouncing certain words in the Bible 
when you read the Bible? Do you? Congratulations! Oh, that’s so wonderful—maybe 
God can use you then. 

All right, look: “and God hath chosen the weak things of the world.” (1 Corinthians 
1:27) Do you have palpitations around the heart right now and sort of a dull headache 
and you hurt mostly all over? Terrific! All right, God takes people… This word weak 
means “physically weak,” even “sickly.” “And God hath chosen…the base things of the 
world.” (1 Corinthians 1:27–28) Are you feeling kind of lowdown? One fellow told me—
he said, “You know, I feel so low I could just sit on a curb and dangle my feet.” Well, if 
you’re feeling kind of lowdown tonight, don’t you know that those are the kinds of folks 
that God wants to use? “And things which are despised.” (1 Corinthians 1:28) Say, is 
there somebody who doesn’t like you? Marvelous! Wonderful! A man is known by the 
enemies that he makes. “Things [that] are despised, hath God chosen; yea, and things 
which are not”—you say, “Preacher, they don’t hate me; they don’t even know I’m here. 
Oh, I didn’t even make Who’s Who; I didn’t even make ‘Who’s Not.’” Okay—“things 
which are not, to bring to nought [the] things that are.” (1 Corinthians 1:28) 

Here was a little lady. I’m saying if we looked at her from the world’s viewpoint, here 
was a woman with a burden on her heart, a boy on her hands, a barrenness in her 
home, and a blemish on her past. And yet, God chose her, and God used her. You see, 
it doesn  ’t take much of a person to serve the Lord; it just takes all there is of him, all 
there is of her. 

II. The Work God Commanded
Now, the second thing I want you to notice is not only the woman God chose, but I want 
you to notice the work God commanded of her—the work God commanded—beginning 
in verse 13. Here’s a woman, now, who’s right at the very point of poverty; she’s at the 
point of starvation, and this preacher comes along. Boy, if you didn’t believe God told 
him to do this, you would hate him for what he did. I mean, you’d say, “That is 
absolutely the most self-centered, egotistical, meanest, selfish preacher that God ever 
put on two legs.” Now, here she’s about to die of poverty: “And Elijah said unto her, 
Fear not; go and do as thou hast said” (1 Kings 17:13)—that is, “I’m going to make a 
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little meal for my son and myself, and then we’re going to die.” He says, “Okay, you go 
ahead and do that. But first, bring me a little cake. Make me something first. Before you 
serve your son, before you put a handful of food in your own mouth, you give me 
something to eat first.” Oh, you feel like almost kicking him in the trousers—don’t 
you?—for saying this. And yet, it was all in the plan of God. Here was the work that God 
commanded. I want you to notice that it wasn’t really Elijah who was saying this. He was 
only representing the Lord. And, what was God asking for of this woman? 

A. He Asks for Her Poverty
Well, first of all, He asked for her poverty. He didn’t ask for her riches, because she 
didn’t have any. He asked for her poverty. Now, I want you to learn something tonight: 
the great question is not, what would you do with a million dollars if you had it? The real 
question is, what are you doing with the dollar you have? That’s the real question. And, 
a pretty good indication of what you would do with a million dollars if you had it is what 
you’re doing with those few dollars that you have. Did you know that? You say, “If I had 
a million dollars, oh, what I would do!” “He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful 
also in [that which is] much.” (Luke 16:10) And, a good indication of what you would do 
with much if you had it is what you’d do with little. 

Here was a woman who—God came to her, and God didn’t ask for her riches, 
because she didn’t have any riches. He didn’t ask for what she didn’t have; He simply 
asked for what she did have. Now, I don’t know what you have, but don’t you go around 
saying, “God can’t use me because of what I don’t have,” ’cause God’s not asking for 
what you don’t have. God knows what you have. God knows your condition, and God is 
asking tonight for what you have, not for what you don’t have. And so, He asks for her 
poverty. 

B. He Asks for Her Priority
But, not only did He ask for her poverty; He asked for her priority. Notice what he says 
in this verse: “make me [first] a little cake.” (1 Kings 17:13) “Me first”—that’s what God 
says. None of us has any right to say it, but God always has a right to say it. Say, do 
you want your little to become much? May I tell you how to do it? Just simply put God 
first. Did you know that God absolutely refuses to work in second place? The Lord will 
not be second place to anybody or anything. God’s plan of prosperity is in Matthew 
6:33, which says, “Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness”—“seek ye 
first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness”—“and all these things shall be added 
unto you.” (Matthew 6:33) 

1. The First Fruits of Her Increase
Now, this little widow needed some things; and so, the scripture says, “Put God first.” 
(Matthew 6:33) You know, sometimes a little widow might call me—and maybe she’s on 
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a pension, and she can hardly pay the rent, and she can hardly buy groceries, and she 
can hardly buy her medicine—and she says, “Pastor, I know the Bible teaches that you 
ought to tithe. Pastor, do you think I ought to tithe? After all, I have such a little bit.” 
Now, you know what my flesh wants to say? My flesh wants to say, “Sweetheart, don’t 
you worry about tithing. There plenty of rich people in the church. There plenty of 
middle-income people in the church, and there are plenty of people who are poor, but 
not as poor and you are, who can take care of things. That’s all right. Don’t you worry 
about it. Don’t you tithe.” That’s what my old flesh would want to say. But, did you know 
that would be one of the most mean things that I could do to her? Well, it would be a 
terrible thing if I were to tell her, “Don’t you tithe.” You see, it’s not that God needs her 
money; she needs God so much that she can’t afford not to tithe. If there’s anybody who 
can afford not to tithe, it would be the rich person, not a poor person. Oh, listen, we’re 
going to make a wonderful discovery when we find out that we can do more with nine-
tenths and God as a partner than we could ever do with ten-tenths by ourselves. 

And so, ladies and gentleman, we are to see God first. We are to give God the first 
fruits of all of our increase. And, don’t be afraid to trust the Lord. Don’t be afraid to ask 
people to trust the Lord. The Bible says in Proverbs chapter 3 and in verse 9: “Honour 
the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase: [And] so shall 
thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.” (Proverbs 
3:9–10) “Seek ye first the kingdom of God.” (Matthew 6:33) Give to God not because 
God needs it. God doesn’t need it. You need to give. Tithing isn’t God’s way to raise 
money; He already has it all. “The earth is the LORD’s, and the fulness thereof.” (Psalm 
24:1) 

Here God comes to a little widow. I mean, she’s poverty-stricken, and God says to 
her through His prophet, “Make me [first] a little cake.” (1 Kings 17:13) Do you want God 
to perform a miracle in your life? Learn to put God first. Give God the first fruits of all 
your income. There are some people who claim they can trust God with their soul, and 
they can’t even trust God with their money. Isn’t that strange? I mean, they say they’re 
trusting God with their ever-living, never-dying soul for all eternity, and they can’t trust 
God with a dime out of every dollar. 

I once knew a Baptist—he had a pious look. 
He had been totally immersed, except his pocketbook. 

He put a dollar in the plate and sang with might and main, 
When we asunder part, he gives us inward pain. 

—AUTHOR UNKNOWN 
Oh, there are a lot of folks just like that who claim that they love the Lord, but they can’t 
put God first. They say, “Well, God doesn’t expect me to tithe.” Well, listen, if God 
expected this little widow to put Him first, I’m sure He expects you to put Him first, 
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amen? Go ahead and “amen” that. That’s okay. Amen. That’s okay. 
God expects you to put Him first. I don’t care how low you are. You may be like the 

fellow in seminary who stood up in our preaching class and said, “Well, I can’t say that I 
was raised in a log cabin like some of the great men of our country, but I want you to 
know just as soon as we could afford one, we bought it and moved in.” You may be like 
him, but I don’t care how low you are—you had better learn to put God first. It’s not that 
God needs your money. The church is not trying to wrangle something out of you that 
you can’t afford to give. The Bible simply, sweetly, sublimely says, “Bring ye all the 
tithes into the storehouse…and prove me…herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if [I’ll] not 
open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing…there shall not be room 
enough to receive it.” (Malachi 3:10) Oh, God asked for her priority. You know, God 
wants my priority. 

2. The First Thoughts of Every Day
Not only does God want the first fruits of our income; God wants the first thoughts of 
every day. Do you know what I do the first thing when I wake up in the morning? The 
very first thing—I mean, when my eyes open—I say, “Good morning, Lord. I yield my 
heart to you.” Before I’m even awake, before I even get out of bed, while the night is 
slipping out and the day is slipping in, the very first conscious thought—I say, “O dear 
Lord, I give you my heart.” You know, I believe we ought to look into the face of God 
before we look into anybody else’s face. Oh, you know, that’s just the way we ought to 
get up. We ought to give Him the first thoughts in the morning. The psalmist said, “In the 
morning will I direct my prayer unto thee, and will look up.” (Psalm 5:3) You know, it 
would be a lot better for you to say, “Good morning, Lord” than to say, “Good Lord! It’s 
morning”—you know, just to say, “O dear Lord, how wonderful it is that I can start the 
day with you.” Give Him, dear friend, the first thoughts in the morning. 

3. The First Day of Every Week
Give Him the first day of the week. This is the Lord’s Day. How glad I am to see you in 
church on Sunday night as well as Sunday morning. Give this day, the Lord’s Day, unto 
Him. The Bible speaks of the first day of the week when the disciples met together to 
break bread. It’s not to be kept legalistically like the Old Testament Sabbath but is to be 
kept lovingly in commemoration and honor of our risen Lord. And, I’m not going to make 
a list of rules for you what you ought to do or ought not to do on Sunday, but I tell you, 
there’s three things ought to be in everyone’s Sunday: I believe there ought to be rest; I 
believe there ought to be service, and there ought to be worship. This is the Lord’s Day. 

Give Him the first fruits of your increase. Give Him the first thoughts in the day. Give 
Him the first day of the week. God is saying, “Make me [first] a little cake.” (1 Kings 
17:13) “Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness” (Matthew 6:33)—“that 
in all things he might have the preeminence.” (Colossians 1:18) Oh, listen, God asked 
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for her poverty; then, God asked for her priority. He didn’t ask for what she didn’t have; 
He asked for what she did have, and He asked that He come first. 

C. He Gave Her His Promise
And, after He asked for her poverty and after He called for her priority, then He gave His 
promise. Verse 13 is what He asked of her, and verse 14 is what He committed to her: 
“For thus saith the LORD God of Israel, The barrel of meal shall not waste, neither shall 
the cruse of oil fail, until the day that the LORD sendeth rain upon the earth.” (1 Kings 
17:14) You see, here’s the way God always works: when you give God everything you 
have, then God turns around and gives back to you everything that He has. It’s just 
such a wonderful thing. 

III. The Wonder God Performed
So, I want us to notice finally, in this little message tonight, not only the woman God 
chose (a very unlikely lady) and not only the work God commanded, but I want you to 
notice, thirdly, the wonder God performed. Now, notice what God did—beginning in 
verse 15—when this woman was obedient: “And she went and did according to the 
saying of Elijah: and she, and he, and her house, did eat many days. And the barrel of 
meal wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil fail, according to the word of the LORD, 
which he spake by Elijah.” (1 Kings 17:15–16) That is, the more oil they poured out, the 
more oil there was. The more meal she dipped out, the more meal there was. Here God 
supernaturally provided for her. 

Now, God, of course, doesn’t provide for us always supernaturally. It’s not God’s will 
to work a miracle every instant in everything. If God were to do that all the time, then 
miracles would cease to be miracles. Whatever God does regularly, we call it “nature.” 
But, if God does it in a special way, then we call it a “miracle.” But, whether God does it 
naturally or supernaturally, I want to tell you that God is going to take care of you, and 
God is going to use you to serve Him, if you would do what this widow did in spite of all 
the obstacles that she had against her. Now, I want you to notice two things in these 
two verses, verses 15 and 16. 

A. The Simplicity of Obedience
In verse 15, I want you to notice the simplicity of obedience. Notice what it says: “And 
she went and did according to the saying of Elijah.” (1 Kings 17:15) Now, that wasn’t 
hard—was it?—just to do it. “Trust and obey, for there’s no other way / To be happy in 
Jesus, but to trust and obey” (John H. Sammis). 

You know, it’s not enough for you to come here on Sunday night, and take notes, 
and nod your head, and sing songs, and smile, and say, “Amen.” Did you know that I’ve 
been impressed that some folks come to church like they watch television? I mean, it’s 
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sort of a psychological release. It’s almost like a performance, but they don’t have any 
more intention of putting into practice what they hear in the sermon than you would 
have putting into practice what you saw on Police Story or something like that. They just 
kind of watch it and listen, take notes, and then kind of dismiss it. 

Folks, listen, this is the Word of God. Do you want it to become real to you? Do you 
want these sermons to get out of the pulpit and into your heart? Do you want this 
translated into reality? Then, why don’t you start believing this book and obeying this 
book. It’ll make a difference—I’ll guarantee you, it’ll make a difference, if God doesn’t 
seem real to you. Have you ever prayed when the heavens seem as brass, and it 
seems like your prayers get no higher than the light bulb? And, you read the Bible, and 
it seems like straw? And, it seems like it’s not real to you; it’s not related? I want to tell 
you something very, very simple that you can do to make it all very real: just start 
obeying the Bible, and your spiritual life will burst into glory. And, and, it’s so simple. 

Let me show you something in John 14 for a moment. Turn to John 14. Lots of 
people saying, “Well, it’s just not real to me. I don’t have reality in my life.” Okay, just a 
moment. Here it is—verse 21: “He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he 
it is that loveth me”—you can stand here all night and sing, “Oh, How I Love Jesus,” but 
that’s not loving Him—“He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that 
loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father”—you want God to love 
you? Then, you love Jesus—“and I will love him”—you want Jesus to love you? Then, 
you love Jesus—“and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him.” (John 14:21) 
When you have the commandments and keep them, then you love the Lord. When you 
love the Lord, the Lord loves you. And, when you love the Lord and the Lord loves you 
because you obey Him, then God is going to be very, very real to you. Now, if the Lord 
is not real to you, it’s because you’re not keeping His words. “Jesus answered and said 
unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we 
will come unto him, and make our abode with him.” (John 14:23) That’s reality—Jesus 
Christ dwelling by faith in your heart. 

Now, the thing I want you to notice as we go back now to 1 Kings chapter 17 and 
verse 15: the simplicity of obedience. “She went and did.” (1 Kings 17:15) Have you 
done that? Have you just simply obeyed the Lord? Next time you read the Bible don’t 
read so much; just read ’til you come to a commandment. Mark it, pray it in, live it out, 
and see if the Bible doesn’t become more real to you that day. 

B. The Sufficiency of Omnipotence
But, not only the simplicity of obedience in verse 15, but the sufficiency of omnipotence 
in verse 16: “And the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil fail, 
according to the word of the LORD, which he spake by Elijah.” (1 Kings 17:16) You give 
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Him all you’ve got, and, He says, then He’ll give you all He’s got. The amazing 
discovery that you make is, when you invite Jesus Christ into your life as the guest, He 
becomes the host. Elijah first was the guest, but then, in a very real sense, through the 
power of the Lord, he was the host. She supplied something for him, and then, through 
him, God supplied everything for her. Do you remember that verse in Revelation 
chapter 3, verse 20, where Jesus said, “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any 
[one will] hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in…and…sup with him,”—“I’ll be 
the guest”—“and he with me”—“then, I’ll become the host”? (Revelation 3:20) 

Have you invited Jesus Christ in as the guest? Have you said, “Lord Jesus, such as I 
have—be it little, be it much—I give it unto you”? Would you like a miracle in your life? 
May I give you a recipe for a miracle? If your cupboard is bare, mix together these two 
ingredients: your obedience and God’s omnipotence. That’s a recipe for a miracle. 

Conclusion 
Let us pray. Father in heaven, we are so grateful for this sweet Bible story tonight. Lord, 
I believe that there are some here who feel that perhaps they can’t be used—maybe 
because of a lack of education, lack of money, or lack of talent or personality (so they 
think). But Lord, I believe with all of my heart if you could use this little widow so long 
ago, you can use anyone here tonight who will put you first. And Father, help us, that 
we might be willing to give—whether it be out of our riches or out of our poverty. Help 
us, dear Lord, to not only show we give, but that, Lord, we shall give you the first place, 
the first thoughts, the first fruits, the first day, oh, the first consideration in every 
decision. And Father, help us, that we will just simply obey—trust you and obey you—
that you might be real to us. In the name of Jesus. Amen. 
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 Enemies of Revival  
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”—“And they cried aloud, and cut themselves after their manner with knives and lances, 
[until] the blood gushed out upon them. And it came to pass, when the midday was past, 
and they prophesied until the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that there was 

neither voice, nor any to answer, nor any that regarded.” 
1 KINGS 18:23–29 
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C. Fire that Converts

Conclusion	  

Introduction 
Find in your Bible, in the Old Testament, 1 Kings chapter 18, and look up here. We’re 
talking about America in crisis. Francis Schaeffer was a great teacher, a great 
philosopher, a great Christian, and a great social critic. And, he is now in Heaven, but 
Francis Schaeffer said something that I want to remind you of: he warned us that one 
day we would wake up and find that the America that we once knew is gone. We’re 
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here—the America we once knew is gone. We’re living in the midst of a crisis. Perhaps 
we’re so close to the wall, we cannot even tell what color it is. But, in the last 30 years, 
violent crimes have increased 560%—in 30 years. Illegitimate births are up 400%. 
There are no illegitimate children, just illegitimate parents. Teenage suicides are up 
200%. Divorce rates are up 400%. 

Our President is appearing before the Senate, and they’re deliberating whether or 
not he should remain as president, and the question is, did he perjure himself? And, did 
he obstruct justice? Now folks, I may be in a society of one, but if what he did in the 
Oval Office is not enough to remove him from office, then in my estimation, nothing is. 
Whether he perjured himself or not, that one act in the Oval Office with an intern—if that 
one thing is true—that, in my estimation, would be more than enough to remove any 
president, any principal, any coach, any general, any pastor, any body from an office of 
responsibility. 

I have other bones to pick with our national leadership. My heart is grieved and 
broken that the President of the United States vetoed a bill that would have banned 
partial birth abortion. Do you know what partial birth abortion is? That is, a baby is 
turned around in its mother’s birth canal, or in the womb, and then delivered feet first 
until nothing but the head is in the birth canal. That is, the baby is all but delivered—only 
the head in the birth canal. And then, a doctor with scissors puts a hole in the base of 
that baby’s head and extracts and sucks out the brains. The head is collapsed. The 
baby is born. Listen to me, folks: that is murder! That is murder! That is murder! Stand 
up if you’re going to stand up, and just let them know whose side you’re on. 

We are a nation in crisis. Whether you know it or not, these are desperate days in 
which we live. And, I want to say that we need the Bible. Now, when I say that—when I 
say that—I recognize that I’ll get a sympathetic smile, because revival is a shopworn 
word. We’ve heard about revival, and so the word just hangs out there in the air. Many 
of us don’t know what it is, and the others don’t believe that it is possible. But, we need 
an old-fashioned fire from Heaven—sin-convicting, life-transforming, Christ-honoring, 
soul-saving revival in America. And, I wonder—I wonder—if oceans of blood, rivers of 
tears, seas of sweat will be the price that this nation will pay for flaunting Almighty God. 

Now, there are those who think that we’re passed the days of revival, but I don’t 
think that is so. I don’t believe there’s one shred of evidence that says we cannot have 
revival in these last days and revival in America. And, I believe we must disabuse 
ourselves of the fact of the notion that it is too late. The Lord Jesus taught us to go and 
make disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19–20). And then, our Lord said, “Lo, I am 
with you always, even [to] the end of the [age]” (Matthew 28:20). Now, our Lord’s power 
has not diminished. 

In the 18th chapter of 1 Kings, there’s a story of revival in dark days, and we’re going 
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to look at that chapter and see, really, what took place so long ago, because what God 
has done before, God can do—and God will do—again under the same circumstances. 

I. The Enemies of Revival
Now, we’re going to meet some enemies of revival—and the same enemies that are in 
America today—and I want you to see what they are. 

A. The Compromisers
And, I want to read with you now the first six verses—1 Kings chapter 18: “And it came 
to pass after many days, that the word of the LORD came [unto] Elijah in the third year, 
saying, Go, shew thyself unto Ahab”—now, Elijah was the prophet; Ahab was the king— 
“and I will send rain upon the earth”—now, there had been a drought. For three-and-a-
half years it had not rained on the earth because of the judgment of Almighty God. And, 
God does control nature, and it had not rained upon the earth—“And Elijah went to 
shew himself unto Ahab. And there was a sore famine in [America]”—in the Old 
Testament, a physical famine, many times, illustrated a famine for the Word of God, 
and, indeed, there was a famine for the Word of God in the northern kingdom, Samaria 
(we call Israel)—“And Ahab called Obadiah, which was the governor of his house”—
now, notice this parenthetical phrase there—“(Now Obadiah feared the LORD greatly”—
that is saying, “Obadiah was in league with Ahab.” Ahab, we’re going to see, was the 
wicked king. But, Obadiah, who was the governor of Ahab’s house—“feared the LORD 
greatly: For it was so, when Jezebel cut off the prophets of the LORD”—Jezebel was 
the wicked king’s wife—“when Jezebel cut off the prophets of the LORD, that Obadiah 
took an hundred prophets, and hid them by fifty in a cave, and fed them with bread and 
water.) And Ahab said unto Obadiah, Go into the land, unto all the fountains of water, 
and unto all brooks: peradventure we may find grass to save the horses and mules 
alive, that we lose not all the beasts. So they divided the land between them to pass 
throughout it: Ahab went one way by himself, and Obadiah went another way by 
himself” (1 Kings 18:1–6). 

Now, who was Obadiah? Obadiah was a believer. The Bible tells us here, clearly 
and plainly, that Obadiah was a child of God. He feared God greatly. We could say that 
Obadiah was a saved man, but he was a man that had absolutely no spiritual power 
because he had sold himself out to the world. Here was a man who feared God, and yet 
he was in league with one of the most wicked kings that Israel has ever known. And, 
there was a drought in the land, and here’s Obadiah out looking for grass when he 
ought to have been praying for rain. 

He’s like so many in this congregation and so many Christians in the world today: 
somehow, for some reason, we line up with the enemy, rather than standing for 
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Almighty God—no power, no influence, sold out to the world. And, he’s like Lot, who 
was down in Sodom. And, the Bible says that Lot grieved, vexed his righteous soul with 
the way the Sodomites were living, but he continued to live with them. He continued to 
go his own way. When, finally, the judgment came, and he was trying to save his family 
from Sodom, his sons-in-law mocked him, because he had lost his testimony. He was 
like Samson, who was a man of God, anointed with the Holy Spirit of God, but he 
compromised with the world and did not even know that the Spirit of the Lord had 
departed from him. And, this man, Obadiah, represents to me so many in our churches 
today who are backslidden, who are compromising. They are salt without savor. They 
are the heartbreak of God. They are the alibi of the lost. They are stumbling blocks to 
the saved. They make pastors and angels weep, and the world is full of these 
Obadiahs. 

And, if you’re here tonight, and you’re a child of God and you’re in league with this 
world, I want to tell you that part of the problem is yours. The Bible says, “Happy is [the 
man] that condemneth not himself in [the] thing which he [allows]” (Romans 14:22). We 
have so many today who are compromised Christians. I believe—I thoroughly believe, I 
totally believe—there is nothing wrong in America that cannot be radically, dramatically, 
and swiftly put right if all of the people of God would stand up and speak up and if our 
pulpits in America were aflame with the power of God. I believe that. The problem is, 
today, we have too many Obadiahs who are compromisers. 

B. The Corrupters
But, there was a problem—another problem: not only were there the compromisers, the 
Obadiahs; there were those who were the corrupters, now, with Ahab and Jezebel. 
Look, if you will, in verses 17 and 18 of this same chapter: “And it came to pass, when 
Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said unto him, Art thou he that troubleth Israel?”—that is, the 
king said to the prophet, “You are a troublemaker”—“And [the prophet] answered [back], 
I have not troubled Israel; but thou, and thy father’s house, in that ye have forsaken the 
commandments of the LORD, and…hast followed Baalim” (1 Kings 18:17–18). 

Now, what happened is this: that on the throne was a wicked king named Ahab, and 
he had a wicked wife named Jezebel. Ahab was the epitome of evil. Now, he was 
doubly dangerous because he used religious talk all of the time. He talked about being 
a believer. But, I want you to notice God’s biography of this man in 1 Kings chapter 16, 
verses 30 through 33: “And Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the LORD 
above all that were before him. And it came to pass, as if it had been a light thing for 
him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam”—that is, he casually sinned—“the son of Nebat, 
that he took to wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal king of the Zidonians, and went and 
served Baal, and worshipped him”—now, who was Baal? Baal was a sex god; Baal was 
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a fertility god. And, a part of the worship of this pagan demon god that Jezebel 
worshiped and taught Ahab to worship—a part of that worship—was the sacrifice of little 
babies. That’s the way they worshiped the Baal of that day. And, the Bible goes on to 
say—“And he reared up an altar for Baal in the house of Baal, which he…built in 
Samaria”—that is, as the king…supposed to be the king, the leader over God’s people. 
He actually encouraged pagan worship; he actually encouraged the sacrifice of little 
babies—“And Ahab made a grove; and Ahab did more to provoke the LORD God of 
Israel to anger than all the kings of Israel that were before him” (1 Kings 16:30–33). He 
was a national leader, Ahab was. His wife was urging him on. He had a form of 
godliness. He used religious language, but he was mastered by his own pride, by his 
own lust, and he was greatly influenced by his wife. 

Now, there are many enemies of the gospel today, and there are many forces today 
that will keep us—that would hold us—back from revival. They hate all that we stand for. 
They hate people like yours truly. To them, we are troublemakers. And, they say of us, 
“You’re the ones who are troubling America.” We are the thorns in their flesh. Now, very 
frankly, I don’t expect to be loved by these people. I don’t expect to be admired by the 
whisky dealers, the dope pushers, the pornographers, or the baby butchers. I don’t 
expect that. We ought to give those people insomnia. We ought to speak up. The Bible 
says, “Lift up your voice, and show the house of Israel their sin” (Ezekiel 33:10). 

Let me tell you something, folks: the Ahabs and the Jezebels cannot hold back 
revival; the Obadiahs can—the Obadiahs can. The people of God who refuse to take 
the stand that they ought to take. The actions of the king, the actions of the court, and 
the actions of a president can never thwart the power and the plan of Almighty God. The 
Bible says of these people and their arrogance against God—the Bible says concerning 
them, “He that [sits] in the heavens shall laugh: the LORD [scoffs at] them” (Psalm 2:4). 
Put in your margin “Daniel 4, verse 17”: the Bible says there, “That the living may know 
that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men” (Daniel 4:17). God is above all of this. 
There is no panic in Heaven. And, it is not that God is hopeless and helpless to do 
something and that we cannot have revival unless it is routed through Washington. 

C. The Confused
Now, there’s another category here in this chapter. I’ve talked to you about the 
compromisers; I’ve talked to you about the corrupters. But, here’s another category that 
is so evident in America today, and these are the confused—these who don’t 
understand the situation; they have not got a clue. Look, if you will, in verses 19 through 
21 of this same chapter. And, Elijah here is calling for a contest, and here’s what he 
says: “Now therefore send, and gather [unto] me all Israel unto mount Carmel, and the 
prophets of Baal four hundred and fifty, and the prophets of the groves four hundred, 
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who eat at Jezebel’s table. So Ahab sent unto all the children of Israel, and gathered the 
prophets together unto mount Carmel”—now, here is a summit meeting at Mount 
Carmel. Now, notice what Elijah said to this crowd, this great throng of people, all the 
people there. They’ve come up to this beautiful mountain that I have visited so many 
times in the Holy Land—“And Elijah came unto all the people, and said”—now, listen to 
this—“How long halt ye between two opinions?”—that is, “How long are you going to try 
to be on both sides of the fence?”—“if the LORD be God, follow him: but if Baal, then 
follow him”—now, notice this—“And the people answered him not a word” (1 Kings 
18:19–21). 

These were people who were just on the fence: they didn’t have enough grace to 
serve God, and they didn’t have enough courage to serve the devil. Why is this? Well, 
you say, “Why are the polls like they are today? Why is there so much ambivalence? 
Why do we have a generation that doesn’t even seem to have a clue as to what is going 
on?” Well, I’ll tell you why: go back to the Obadiahs. They have not seen enough in the 
Church of the living God to convince them one way or the other. It’s as though they’re in 
the stands, and we’re on the playing field; and they haven’t seen very much in us. You 
know, the world doesn  ’t need a new definition of the gospel; it needs a new 
demonstration of the gospel. The Church of the Lord God today—we’ve lost our power. 

Jesus said we’re like salt without savor (Matthew 5:13)—without its bite, without its 
sting. In Bible times, they would use salt—it was not as refined as purely as our salt is 
refined. And, if left outside in the elements and so forth, the very bite, the flavor, the zest 
would leak out of it, and it would be just a nauseous mess there on the ground. “Salt 
without savor,” the Bible says, “it was worthless, to be cast out and trodden under foot 
of men” (Matthew 5:13). What would you do with salt like that? You couldn’t put it in the 
well or in the river; it would poison the streams. You couldn’t put it in the fields; it would 
kill the crops. There was one thing you could do with that kind of salt: you could put it on 
the roadways, because it would cake and harden and become like soil cement. It was 
“good for nothing, but to be cast out, and…trodden under foot of men” (Matthew 5:13). 
Do you know why the Church is being walked on today? Do you know why we are so 
denigrated, and so hated, and so despised? Because we are salt without savor. We 
have lost our bite. We have lost our sting. Salt stings; salt irritates. But, salt heals, and 
salt purifies. But, we are a generation of people—salt-less saints. And so, no wonder 
the crowd is so confused. 

On the day of Pentecost, there was a great crowd, and the power of God came in 
such a way on the day of Pentecost that the people were amazed. And, when they saw 
this, they couldn’t explain it. And, they asked one question: “What does this mean?” And 
then, they asked another question: “What must we do?” Many of us have been trying to 
get them to ask the second question before they ask the first question. I mean, what 
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have they seen about us that they can’t explain? What do they know about you that is 
different from any body else on your block? What can they see about you that they 
cannot explain in the office, in the school? Junior high-schoolers, where you are? When 
they start looking at our lives and seeing the power of God in our lives and start asking, 
“What does this mean?” maybe before long they’ll be asking, “What must we do? What 
must we do?” 

You see, the problem is, we have a generation today—they don’t know; they don’t 
have a clue. They are neither for us nor against us; they want this, but maybe they want 
that. They’re sitting on the fence. And, the prophet of God says, “How long halt ye 
between two opinions? if the LORD be God, [then] follow him…if Baal [is god], then 
follow him” (1 Kings 18:21). I believe there are multiplied thousands—yes, millions—that 
will come to Christ if the Church of the Lord God will awaken. 

D. The Competitors
Now, here’s another category of persons. And, by the way, listen to this 18th chapter. 
You’ll find yourself in it, probably, somewhere. Not only do you have those who are 
compromisers, not only do you have those who are corrupt, and corrupters, and not 
only do you have those who are confused, but you also have those who are competitors 
to the gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and our God and His Kingdom. Look, 
if you will, in verses 22 through 29, and you’re going to see that: “[And] then…Elijah 
[said] unto the people, I, even I only, remain a prophet of the LORD; but Baal’s prophets 
are four hundred and fifty men”—now, here we’re talking about the competition. Here’s 
the man of God. Here’s the competition—those who are demon-inspired. And, he 
proposes a contest. Notice, if you will, in verse 23—“Let them therefore give us two 
bullocks”—that is, “young calves”—“and let them choose one bullock for themselves, 
and cut it in pieces, and lay it on [the] wood, and put no fire under: and I will dress the 
other bullock, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under: And call ye on the name of your 
gods, and I will call on the name of the LORD”—now, here, listen to this—“and the God 
that answereth by fire, let him be God. And all the people answered and said, It is well 
spoken. And Elijah said unto the prophets of Baal, Choose you one bullock for 
yourselves, and dress it first; for ye are many; and call on the name of your gods, but 
put no fire under. And they took the bullock which was given them, and they dressed it, 
and called on the name of Baal from morning even until noon”—“until noon”—“saying, O 
Baal, hear us. But there was no voice, nor any that answered. And they leaped upon the 
altar which was made. And it came to pass at noon, that Elijah mocked them, and said, 
Cry aloud: for he is a god; either he is talking, or he is pursuing, or he is [on] a 
journey”—Elijah, now, is mocking them. He said, “You know, he’s a god. He ought to be 
able to hear you. Maybe he’s on the phone talking to somebody else, or maybe he’s off 
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on a hunting trip.” “He’s pursuing”—that’s what it means—“or on a journey, or 
peradventure he’s asleep, and you’ve got to wake him up. Cry aloud”—“And they cried 
aloud, and cut themselves after their manner with knives and lances, [until] the blood 
gushed out upon them. And it came to pass, when the midday was past, and they 
prophesied until the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that there was neither 
voice, nor any to answer, nor any that regarded” (1 Kings 18:23–29). 

Now, these are the priests of Baal, and there were plenty of them. God’s people in 
this day were in the minority. And, one of the things that I have learned today, folks, is 
that we’re in a minority. I didn’t understand that. A year ago, I did not know what a 
minority we’re in, in America today. Elijah was in a minority. Humanism, demonism, 
witchcraft, and sheer unbelief surrounds us, represented by these priests of Baal. It is 
an amazing thing, but you can write down any thing that you want to believe, and any 
way that you want to behave, and you can find some church or some group that 
practices and teaches that in America today. 

But, in spite of all of these, they cannot hold back revival, because Jesus said 
concerning the priests of Baal, and the humanists, and the atheists, and the cultists, and 
all of the rest of it—the witchcraft: “Greater is he that is in [us], than [they] in the world” 
(1 John 4:4)—than the spirits of Satan in the world. People get all upset about all of the 
demons. A third of the angels fell from Heaven. That means two-thirds didn’t fall, friend. 
We’ve got two angels for every demon, and we have the Holy Spirit, who is greater than 
the spirit of evil. 

And, here is Elijah. He’s up there, and he says, “We’re going to have a contest, and 
we’re going to pray; and we’re going to see which God can answer by fire. And, the God 
that answers by fire, let him be God” (1 Kings 18:23–24). We have people today who 
don’t want Americans to be able to pray in public, pray in schools, and they have such 
silly arguments. These people who say they believe in pluralism—they don’t really 
believe in pluralism; they want us to shut up. I’m not afraid of pluralism. Elijah wasn’t 
afraid to let the priests of Baal pray. He said, “Let them pray—let them pray. You let 
them pray; let us pray. We’ll see who’s God. The God that answers by fire, let him be 
God” (1 Kings 18:23–24). The great danger in America is not that the people of Baal 
pray; the great danger in America today is the people of God don’t. Just let them pray. 
“And the God that [answers] by fire, let him be God” (1 Kings 18:24). And, that is the 
test—not figures, or finances, or favor, but fire. 

II. The Elements of Revival
Now, what is the formula, now, that we see here on Mount Carmel that can apply to us? 
What is it? 
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A. Solidarity
Well, first of all, there must be a unifying of the people of God; there must be a solidarity 
of the people of God. Look in verses 30 and 31: “And Elijah said unto…the people, 
Come near unto me. And all the people came near unto him”—now, watch—“And he 
repaired the altar of the LORD that was broken down”—that ought to tell you something: 
a broken down altar—“And Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the 
tribes of the sons of Jacob, unto whom the word of the LORD came, saying, Israel shall 
be thy name: And with the stones he built an altar in the name of the LORD” (1 Kings 
18:30–32). 

Now, the altar was broken down. The unity of Israel was divided. And, what he is 
doing in taking these 12 stones and building an altar—he is saying that “we need to 
restore our unity.” God brings us together; the devil divides us. The altar unites us. On 
the day of Pentecost, the thing that was so prevalent there was that they were united. 
The Bible tells us in Acts chapter 2: “And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, 
they were all…in one place [in one accord]” (Acts 2:1). The devil hates unity. The Bible 
says in Psalm 133, verse 1: “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to 
dwell together in unity!” (Psalm 133:1). And, what we need to do is to begin to unify the 
Body of Christ. We need a unity that will pass over denominational lines. 

Now, there are some things that we’re not going to sacrifice. I’m not talking about 
unity with cults, but I’m talking about people who are blood-bought brothers and sisters 
in Christ. They may not cross every “T” and dot every “I” just like we do, but if they’re in 
the family of God, they are our brothers and sisters. And, we need to pray that all 
believers in the City of Memphis, and all believers in Tennessee, and all believers in 
America will come together and be as Jesus taught us to be: “[Father, I pray] that 
they…may be one…that the world may believe that thou hast sent me” (John 17:21). 
And, if you… Any body, dear friend, who’s a brother in Christ—whether they’re black or 
white, young or old, rich or poor—love them. Put your arms around them. Bring them in. 
Don’t shut them off, and don’t divide over unnecessary things. The very first thing that 
the man of God did was to get the people of God together. Like a mighty army, when we 
get together we can do wonderful and glorious things. 

B. Separation
But, not only was there solidarity—he put the altar together—but there was also 
separation, and these two things have to go side by side. Notice again in verse 32: “And 
with the stones he built an altar in the name of the LORD: and he made a trench about 
the altar, as great as would contain two measures of seed” (1 Kings 18:32). So, after the 
altar’s built, then he digs a trench, a line of demarcation, to separate the worshipers of 
Jehovah from the worshipers of Baal. And, God always has a difference: there is the 
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altar fellowship, and there is the idol fellowship. And, when I say that we need unity, I 
don’t mean to infer that we can have unity with those who do not believe the great 
fundamental truths of the Word of God. Amos 3:3 says, “Can two walk together, except 
they be agreed?” James 4:4 says, “Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not 
that…friendship [with] the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a 
friend of the world is the enemy of God.” And, when somebody fellowships with this 
world, that’s high treason against Heaven’s King. So, there is that solidarity and that 
separation that have to take place. Get the people of God together. 

C. Sacrifice
Here’s the third thing: there must be sacrifice. Look, if you will, in verse 33: “And he put 
the wood in order, and cut the bullock”—the young calf—“in pieces, and laid him on the 
wood” (1 Kings 18:33). Every sacrifice in the Old Testament—this one, and every 
legitimate sacrifice—pointed toward Calvary. What you have here in type is the precious 
blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, and that is what has broken Satan’s back. Jesus said, as 
He faced that cross, “Now [is] the prince of this world…cast out” (John 12:31). What 
Elijah did here is typifying, picturing, portraying, the person and work of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. It was at the time of the evening sacrifice that he did this—that is, when the 
sacrifice was going on in the temple, in Jerusalem, when God’s appointed time that 
typified the death of Jesus on the cross. 

What is the hope of America? I’ll tell you what it is: it is the blood of Jesus—the 
blood of Jesus. It is the power of Christ on that cross that has absolutely decimated the 
kingdom of Satan. We need to understand that. It is the blood that is the basis of our 
warfare. And, speaking of the devil, the Bible says, in Revelation chapter 12: “And they 
overcame him by the blood of the Lamb” (Revelation 12:11). 

D. Spiritual Power
What is there? There’s solidarity. There’s separation. There is sacrifice. And then, there 
is spiritual power. Notice, if you will, in verses 33 and 34: “And he put the wood in order, 
and cut the bullock in pieces, and laid him on the wood, and said, Fill four barrels with 
water, and pour it on the burnt sacrifice, and on the wood. And he said, Do it the second 
time. And they did it the second time. And he said, Do it the third time. And they did it 
the third time. And the water ran round about the altar; and he filled the trench also with 
water” (1 Kings 18:33–35). Now, notice the test is fire. Any body here ever try to start a 
fire with water? “Pour on the water—four barrels of water, four more barrels of water, 
four more barrels of water, 12 barrels of water.” 

What was he doing? I think he’s doing a number of things. One thing he was doing is 
showing “this is not some spontaneous combustion what’s about the happen here.” 
What he was saying is, “There’s nothing too hard for our God.” We need to understand 
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that. You see, a god that can’t burn wet wood is no good. What he’s doing is showing 
here that our God is Almighty. And, may God have mercy upon us today, because many 
of us believe—many of us believe—that the situation is too great for God. What he’s 
showing you is it’s not too great for God. 

But, in the Bible, water is a symbol of two things: water is a symbol of the Word of 
God and the Spirit of God. The Bible speaks of “washing of water by the word” 
(Ephesians 5:26). And, God says concerning His Spirit, “I will pour water upon dry 
ground and upon him that is thirsty, and I will pour out of My Spirit of all flesh” (Isaiah 
44:3). And, Jesus said, “Out of our innermost being shall flow a river of living water. This 
spake He of the Spirit which they that believe on Him should receive” (John 7:38–39). 

E. Supplication
And so, what do you have? What you have here is a solidarity. You have a separation. 
What you have here, dear friend, is a sacrifice—a blood sacrifice. What you have here 
is spiritual power—the Spirit of God and the Word of God. Do you think all of this is just 
empty symbolism? No, this is in the Word of God for a purpose—to teach us something. 
And then, when all of this is ready, then you have, dear friend, the prayer, the 
supplication. 

Notice the prayer here. And, so many times we try to pray before these other things 
are done, and that’s why our prayer is not answered. But look, if you will, in verse 36: 
“And it came to pass at the time of the [evening]”—“of the offering”—“of the evening 
sacrifice”—Elijah knew what was going on there at the temple: the time of the offering of 
the evening sacrifice, or at least where the temple would be, and the time that God had 
said that the sacrifice was to be made—“that Elijah the prophet came near, and said”—
now, I want you to listen to this prayer. I want you to listen to it—only, here, 63 words. 
Listen to it. Listen to the prayer that Elijah the prophet came near and said—“LORD 
God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this day that thou art God in Israel, 
and that I am thy servant, and that I have done all these things at thy word. Hear me, O 
LORD, hear me, that this people may know that thou art the LORD God, and that thou 
hast turned their heart back again” (1 Kings 18:36–37). What was this prayer? 

1. The Prayer was Precise
Number one: It was precise. He knew what he was asking. So much of our praying is 
meaningless generalities. Jesus said we’re not heard for our much speaking (Matthew 
6:7). Here was a man who was offering a precise prayer. 

2. The Prayer was Powerful
And, not only was it precise, but it was powerful, because it was the time of the evening 
offering. The basis of this prayer was a bloody sacrifice. You know, that’s what the Bible 
teaches us in the New Testament—Hebrews 10, verse 19: “Having therefore, brethren, 
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boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus” (Hebrews 10:19). He’s praying 
on the basis of the blood. 

3. The Prayer was Purposeful
It was purposeful. He says, “That this people may know that thou art the LORD God” (1 
Kings 18:37). Do you know what his zeal was for? His zeal was for the glory of God. Do 
you want your prayers answered? Then let your zeal be for the glory of God. That’s 
what it means to pray in Jesus’s name: it means for His glory. Jesus, when He prayed, 
prayed this way—in John 12, verse 28: “Father, glorify thy name” (John 12:28). Our 
problem is we’re trying to have revival for America’s sake, for our family’s sake, for our 
children’s sake, our grandchildren’s sake, for our reputation, for our church, for our 
denomination. We need to get more concerned for the glory of God—for the glory of 
God. 

III. The Evidences of Revival
Well, we’ve talked about the enemies and the elements of revival. What are the 
evidences of it? Well, look, if you will, in verse 38 and verses 39—read here: “Then the 
fire of the LORD fell”—boy, I love that—“and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the 
wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. And 
when the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said, The LORD, he is the 
God”—what they meant by that: “He is the only, the One and only”—“The LORD, he is 
the God” (1 Kings 18:38–39)—not a god; He is the God. 

Now, remember that the test was fire—truly, Holy Ghost fire from Heaven. And, what 
kind of fire is it? What is revival fire? 

A. Fire that Consumes
Well, first of all, it’s fire that consumes. The Bible says, “Our God is a consuming fire” 
(Hebrews 12:29). This fire that fell consumed the sacrifice. It consumed the wood. It 
consumed the stones. It consumed the water. It licked up the water that was puddled in 
the trench round about it. Now, let me tell you, “our God is a consuming fire” (Hebrews 
12:29), and what we need to understand is this: the fire, ultimately, will fall; and if the fire 
doesn’t fall on the sacrifice, it will fall on us. But, the fire will fall. The fire is a consuming 
fire. And, either that fire will fall on the sacrifice, the Lord Jesus, on our behalf and on 
America’s behalf, or it will fall on us. We’re going to face fire, whether it be judgment fire 
or the fire of cleansing, but there is fire. The very first thing this fire does—it consumes. 

B. Fire that Convicts
And then, when it consumes, it convicts. Look in verse 38—look at it. And, the Bible 
says—verse 39: “And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said, 
The LORD, he is the God; the LORD, he is the God” (1 Kings 18:38). Now, I realize I 
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have a semi-sympathetic crowd with me tonight. I’ve probably got half a dozen or two 
dozen of you angry at me, but fleas come with the dog. 

But now, remember, I’m calling me the dog. Okay now. But, we’re huddled together 
here tonight, and we say, “Well, we’ve got a fairly good Sunday night crowd,” and we 
do. Many churches don’t even meet on Sunday night. Thank God for that. But folks, we 
are a miniscule group. We are a little handful here tonight compared to those people 
who don’t come on Sunday night. They don’t come on Sunday morning. They don’t 
believe what we believe, and many of them who go to churches are going to liberal 
churches that are not taking a stand for what is right and against what is wrong. What 
we need in America today is fire that consumes and fire that convicts. I mean, we need 
something beyond what we’ve got, right? I mean, hey, folks, I’ve been preaching a long 
time. I’m not talking about tonight. You can nod your head to that, too, but I’m not talking 
about tonight. Somebody walked in a church and said, “How long has he been 
preaching?” He said, “About 20 years.” They said, “Is he nearly finished?” But, I have 
been preaching long enough to know that preaching won’t do it—preaching won’t do it. 
Folks, we need, in America today, a supernatural demonstration of the power of God. 
I’m not talking about wildfire. I’m as much afraid of wildfire as I am no fire. 

C. Fire that Converts
I’m talking about fire from Heaven that consumes, and fire that convicts, and then fire 
that converts. Look, if you will, in verse 39 of this same chapter: “And when all the 
people saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said, The LORD, he is the God; the 
LORD, he is the God” (1 Kings 18:39). I believe when revival comes—and I’m not going 
to stop preaching for it, praying for it, pleading for it, looking for it, asking for it until it 
does come—but I believe that multiplied millions can be swept into the Kingdom of God. 
You know what I’m looking for? I’m looking for revival that Peter Jennings and Dan 
Rather can’t explain. I am looking for something that is absolutely of God—not 
somebody’s program, propaganda, preaching, or paraphernalia, but a revival of God, 
where the fire of God falls: fire that consumes, fire that convicts, and fire that converts. 

Conclusion 
We’ve got some problems in Washington. I don’t know how it’s going to end. A lady 
wrote me a letter the other day and said, “You preached against the President.” She 
said, “I wish you could see yourself preaching. I wish you could see how angry you look. 
I wish you could hear the tone of your voice.” Well, friend, I can’t help my face. I really 
don’t mind that I’m behind it. You’re the guys that get the jar out there. But, sometimes 
people confuse intensity for hatred. I don’t hate the President. I pray regularly and 
faithfully for the President. Joyce and I held hands this morning and prayed for the 
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President of the United States. But, I want you to listen to me: Bill Clinton cannot bring 
revival to America, and Bill Clinton cannot stop it. 

Prophets of God are always looked upon as troublemakers. And, I know there’ll be 
some here tonight and some who are listening by radio who will say, “I wish that guy 
would shut up. He’s a troublemaker.” So, that’s the way it is. But, I’m going to tell you, 
my dear friend, we need God in America again. And, I’m not talking about Democrat, 
Republican, Independent. If you think I’m talking about that, you just don’t understand. 
I’m talking about God in America again. 

Let’s pray. Father God, I pray with a broken heart for this nation. Lord, I pray that, by 
whatever means, You will awaken this nation. Lord, we live in an area that this past 
week has been ravaged by tornados. And Lord, You’ve said in Your Word that Your 
judgment would come like a whirlwind. O God, we live in a nation that seems to be dead 
to Your Word and blind to danger—a nation with a hard heart, with lustful thoughts, and 
eyes filled with greed; where we mercilessly, mercilessly, mercilessly slaughter babies 
in the mother’s womb; where we cannot mention God in the public schools, but 
dispense birth control devices and give sexual advice without a moral basis. Lord, we 
take our tax money and pay to have our children taught that they are an accident, that 
they were created by chance rather than by Your beneficent hand. O God, like Ezra of 
old, we blush to lift our face to You. And God, in this very church, we know that we are 
ready to be judged. And Father, we pray that, in Bellevue, that You would forgive our 
pride, our arrogance, our sinfulness, and Lord, that revival might begin in my heart, in 
my family, in this church, in this city. Lord God, one more time, let the fire fall. For I pray 
in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
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 Let the Fire Fall  
By Adrian Rogers 

Date Preached:   January 14, 1990  

Main Scripture Text:  1 Kings 18:1–6, 17–39 

“Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and 
the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench.” 

1 KINGS 18:38 
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Introduction 
I want you to take God’s Word and turn with me, please, to 1 Kings chapter 18—1 Kings 
chapter 18. And, when you’ve found that passage of Scripture, look up here and let me 
tell you something from my heart. Today, my heart is heavy. My heart is full. My heart is 
supercharged with energy. And, I pray God that God will give me the power, God will 
give me the words, God will give me the articulation, God will give me the spirit to put 
into your heart what is in my heart, and that is a cry, a prayer, a plea, a hope, a desire, 
and a goal for Spirit-filled revival in this place, in this city, in this nation, and in our world. 
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Ladies and gentlemen, we need an old-fashioned fire from heaven—sin-convicting, life-
transforming, Christ-honoring, soul-saving, devil-defying revival. We desperately need 
revival. There has never been a greater need, a greater hour. The world seems to be 
coming unglued. Nations are changing before our very eyes. Governments are toppling. 
There is a vacuum. Something—someone—will fill that vacuum. If ever the Church of 
the Lord Jesus Christ needed to be ready, aware, alarmed, and empowered, this is the 
day and this is the hour. 

Now, I want to talk to you on this subject: “Let the Fire Fall”—“Let the Fire Fall.” 
We’re going to read about a revival in Elijah’s day. Now, in that day, Elijah prayed for 
fire from heaven, and fire fell. There was a revival in Elijah’s day, and Elijah’s day was a 
day when there was a famine and a drought. The famine was because of the drought. 
Today, there is a spiritual drought, and there is a spiritual famine. The elements of 
revival are found right here in 1 Kings 18, and I want you to study it with me, because 
Elijah, first of all, called down the cleansing fire and then the cooling flood. There was 
fire from heaven and showers of blessing. And, if that isn’t what we need, I don’t know 
what we do need. 

Now, as we study this eighteenth chapter of 1 Kings, you’re going to meet quite an 
assortment of characters. Most of them were enemies of revival, and I want you to pay 
attention, because if you listen carefully, you may hear your name called. Now, very 
simply, let me just give you the outline before we ever get started so you’ll not miss 
that—something to think about and to hang your thoughts on: first of all, I want to talk to 
you about the enemies of revival; then, I want to talk to you about the elements of 
revival; and then, I want to talk to you about the expression, or the evidence, of 
revival—very simple outline. 

I. The Enemies of Revival
But now, first of all, I want you to notice here as we read the first several verses: “And it 
came to pass [that] after many days…the word of the LORD came to Elijah in the third 
year, saying, Go, shew thyself unto Ahab”—Elijah was the prophet. Ahab was the 
wicked king—“and”—God said—“I will send rain upon the earth”—for three years there 
had been no rain—“And Elijah went to shew himself unto Ahab. And there was a sore 
famine in Samaria”—Samaria was the land over which Ahab was the king—“And Ahab 
called Obadiah, which was the governor of his house. (Now Obadiah feared the LORD 
greatly”—so, we have to say that Obadiah was a man of God; and yet, Obadiah was the 
governor of Ahab’s house, and Ahab was a wicked king. The Bible describes Obadiah 
in verse 4—“For it was so, when Jezebel cut off the prophets of the LORD”—that is, 
when she put them in exile—“that Obadiah took an hundred prophets, and hid them [in 
a cave] by fifty”—or, “hid them by fifty in a cave”—“and fed them with bread and 
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water.)”—so, the fellow wasn’t altogether bad. He loved God, and he went out there and 
took these prophets of God and sneaked bread and water to them—“And Ahab said 
unto Obadiah, Go into the land, unto all fountains of water, and unto all brooks: 
peradventure we may find grass to save the horses and [the] mules alive, [so] that we 
lose not…the beasts”—things are getting bad, and Ahab sends Obadiah out and says, 
“Look, everywhere there might be some water. Go look and see if you can find some 
grass that we can feed the livestock.” Verse 6—“So they divided the land between them 
to pass throughout it: Ahab went one way by himself, and Obadiah went another way by 
himself.” (1 Kings 18:1–6) Now, I’m going to talk to you about the enemies of revival. 

A. The Compromisers
And, the very first enemy that I want to mention is Obadiah. Obadiah himself, this man 
of God, was an enemy of revival because he had linked his life with the enemy of God, 
Ahab. He was a man of God who was a compromiser. He loved God. He was a saved 
man, but he had no spiritual power because he was lined up and sold out to the world. 
Rather than standing with Elijah, he was linked up with Ahab. And, rather than praying 
for rain, he was looking for grass. 

Now, we have a lot of people like that. They love God, and they do nice things for 
the people of God. They’ll feed the prophets of God, but they will not take a clear-cut 
stand. They’re compromisers. And, in my estimation, that crowd does more to hold back 
the power of God in real revival than anybody else. I’m speaking today to some 
Obadiahs. I mean, you love God; you fear God. You’re here this morning. You are the 
people of God. When the offering is given, you will put something in to support the 
ministry. And yet, you, my friend, are an enemy of revival, because, to put it very 
frankly, you are a compromiser like Obadiah was. Let me ask you a question: Are you 
out-and-out one hundred percent—no compromise—for the Lord Jesus Christ, for the 
things of God? If not, you’re an enemy of revival. Do you remember when there was a 
time when you loved God more than you loved God now? If there was such a time, 
then, my dear friend, you are a backslider. 

Do you remember when you first found the Lord Jesus Christ and when you knew 
that the burden of sin was lifted and how sweet it was to know and worship the Lord 
Jesus Christ? But, that sweetness and that joy have gone. You’re here today, but you 
don’t have that sweetness and that joy. Do you remember a time, my dear friend, when 
you had power in prayer? I mean, when you desired the place of prayer and when you 
prayed and your prayers were answered? And now, you seldom pray. And, when you 
do pray, you don’t expect an answer, and, indeed, you don’t get one. Do you remember 
a time when your testimony had a ring—that you had a testimony for the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and you wanted to give it; and when you gave your testimony, there was 
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conviction? Do you remember a time in your life when the Bible was rich to you, when 
you loved it and you would pick it up and truth would just leap off of the page into your 
heart? And now, you hardly pick up your Bible any more. Oh, you’re here. You worship 
the Lord. You come to church on Sunday morning. And, somehow, because you’ve 
done it, you think you’ve done God a favor. But, like Obadiah, you’ve sold out; you’ve 
compromised with the world. You’ve settled down, and like you are, you could never 
bring revival. If your children and your neighbors get saved, they’re going to have to be 
dragged over your testimony in order to get saved. Many times a team can’t reach the 
goal because it stumbles over its own players. 

I read in the Bible about a man named Lot, who was like Obadiah. Lot was a just 
man, but he got in league with the powers that be. And, when Lot tried to witness to his 
sons-in-law, he seemed to them to be somebody who was mocking. (Genesis 19:14) I 
read in the Bible about a man named Samson who loved God. He was a judge. The 
Spirit of God came upon Samson, but Samson compromised with the world. He got into 
sin and was made the laughingstock of those round about him. And, rather than being a 
force for revival, he was a farce standing against revival. 

I’m speaking to some people today and some of you who will be listening to me by 
television—you’re compromisers; you’re backsliders; you’re salt without savor; you’re a 
heartbreak to God; you’re the alibi of the lost, and you’re a stumbling block to the saved. 
Obadiah represents the compromisers. 

B. The Corrupt
There’s somebody else that’s an enemy of revival—and not only Obadiah, but Ahab. 
We read in these verses about Ahab. Look in verse 3: “And Ahab called Obadiah…” (1 
Kings 18:3) Now, who was Ahab? Well, fast-forward to verses 17 and 18: “And it came 
to pass, when Ahab saw Elijah”—now, Elijah is the prophet of God—“that Ahab said 
unto him, Art thou he that troubleth Israel? And he answered”—that is, Elijah 
answered—“I have not troubled Israel; but thou, and thy father’s house, in that ye have 
forsaken the commandments of the LORD, and…hast followed Baalim.” (1 Kings 
18:17–18) Now, Baalim was a false god. Who was this man Ahab? He was the epitome 
of evil. 

Go back to chapter 16, and look in verse 30: “[Now] Ahab the son of Omri did evil in 
the sight of the LORD above all that were before him. And it came to pass, as if it had 
been a light thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he took 
to [his]”—“he took to wife Jezebel”—“the daughter of Ethbaal king of the Zidonians, and 
went and served Baal, and worshipped him”—Baal, now, is the false god—“And he 
reared up an altar for Baal in the house of Baal, which he had built in Samaria”—now, 
here’s the key verse, verse 33—“And Ahab made a grove; and Ahab did more to 
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provoke the LORD God of Israel to anger than all [of] the kings of Israel that were 
before him.” (1 Kings 16:30–33) That is, here was a man who was the epitome of evil. 
He was the enemy of God; he was the enemy of revival. 

And, he’s like many in America today. Let me tell you, dear friend, there are those 
today who are not simply compromisers; they are corrupt. Ahab was corrupt; there was 
none like him. They hate God. They hate the Church. They hate the Christ. They hate 
the Bible. They hate this preacher. And, they see us as trouble makers; they see us as 
thorns in their flesh. Frankly, there are people in this city who wish this church were not 
here. There are people in America who wish that those of us who name the name of 
Jesus would get out of their way. The pornographers, the whiskey dealers, the 
abortionists, and all of these who have sold themselves to do evil—they hate what we 
are about, and they are enemies of revival. They stand against what we’re trying to do. 

But, let me tell you, dear friend, there’s not an Ahab that can stop revival like an 
Obadiah can—not a’ one. It’s not the Ahabs that we have to fear, for “greater is he 
[that’s] in [us], than he [that’s] in the world” (1 John 4:4); it is the compromisers. God 
doesn’t say, “If the liquor dealers will get right…” God doesn’t say, “If Hollywood would 
get right…” God doesn’t say, “If television would clean up…” God doesn’t say, “If the 
pornographers would stop…” But, God says, “If my people, which are called by my 
name, [will] humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked 
ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.” (2 
Chronicles 7:14) 

C. The Confused and the Complacent
Now, there’s a third enemy of revival—not only, dear friend, the compromisers, and not 
only the corrupt, but those who are confused and complacent. Look, if you will, in verses 
19 through 21 of this same eighteenth chapter—chapter 18, verse 19. Now, let’s begin 
in verse 18. Remember, Ahab said to Elijah, “You’re troubling Israel.” Elijah answers, “I 
have not troubled Israel; but thou”—he’s talking to Ahab—“and thy father’s house, in 
that ye have forsaken the commandments of the LORD, and…hast followed Baalim. 
Now therefore send, and gather to me all Israel unto mount Carmel, and the prophets of 
Baal four hundred and fifty, and the prophets of the groves four hundred, which eat at 
Jezebel’s table. So Ahab sent unto all the children of Israel, and gathered the prophets 
together unto mount Carmel”—now, what Elijah says is, “We’re going to show who’s 
God around here. Let’s… You just bring all your false prophets. Get up here on the 
mountaintop, and we’re going to have a showdown.” And, look in verse 21—“And Elijah 
came unto all the people…” (1 Kings 18:18–21) 

Now, I want you to get the scene. They’re up here on Mount Carmel. I’ve been on 
Mount Carmel many times—a beautiful mountain there by the seacoast in Israel. 

 

Copyright ©2022 Love Worth Finding Ministries, Inc. | Used by permission from the Rogers Family Trust. | www.LWF.org/ARLC 
66



They’re up there on the mountaintop. Here is Elijah, the man of God. Here are these 
wicked—hundreds of these wicked prophets. And then, here are the people. They’re 
standing there looking; they came for a show. They wonder what is going to happen. 
Now, look very clearly to what Elijah says to these people: “And Elijah came unto…the 
people, and said, How long halt ye between two opinions? if the LORD be God, follow 
him: but if Baal, then follow him”—now, notice this next pathetic statement—“And the 
people answered him not a word.” (1 Kings 18:21) Now, it’s one thing to have the 
compromisers; it’s another thing to have the corrupt. But, the biggest crowd that day 
were the confused and the complacent. I mean, here are people sitting on a fence. They 
don’t know what to say; they don’t know what to do. They’re not on one side; they’re not 
on the other side. They won’t serve God, and they won’t serve Baal. They’re just sitting 
out there watching and not saying a word. 

Most of the people who will hear me today on television will be in that category. You 
have to pity these people: they don’t have enough grace to serve God; they don’t have 
enough courage to serve the devil. They are sitting on the fence, trying to take the Fifth 
Amendment. They’re confused, and they’re complacent. They don’t know. But, I don’t 
blame them—I don’t blame them at all. I blame us again. The reason that they don’t 
answer a word is they haven’t seen enough to make them answer a word; they’ve not 
seen enough to convince them one way or the other. And, we keep on preaching, and 
preaching, and preaching. But, you listen to me: the world is not asking for a new 
definition of the gospel; the world is asking for a new demonstration of the gospel. 
They’re sitting up there on Mount Carmel, and here’s all of the wickedness. Here’s the 
New Agers. Here are the Shirley MacLaines. Here are the rest of them, and they’re 
spewing out all of this business. Here are the preachers over here, saying, “If God is 
God, serve Him.” And, here are the people just sitting there, watching, and they don’t 
know who or what to do and they’re not saying anything. And, my dear friend, what 
needs to happen is this: that this church and every New Testament church needs to be 
infused with Holy Spirit-dynamic power so that it will shut the mouths of the gainsayers 
and will convince people that God is God. 

Now, on the day of Pentecost, three thousand were saved. But, on the day of 
Pentecost, they asked two questions, and those two questions came in a certain order. 
The first question they asked was, “What meaneth this?” (Acts 2:12) They saw 
something on the day of Pentecost that they could not explain. They saw something that 
could not be explained by a personality, promotion, paraphernalia, and anything else. 
They saw the miracle-working power of God. They could not explain it. They had to ask, 
“What meaneth this?” (Acts 2:12) And then, they asked, “What must [we] do to be 
saved?”—“What must [we] do…?” (Acts 16:30) Do you know, our problem is we’re 
trying to get them to ask the second question before they ever ask the first question. 
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They haven’t seen anything that would even cause them to ask, “What meaneth this?” 
Now, my dear friend, what is there about this church, what is there about my life, 

what is there about our music, what is there about what we say, teach, believe, and 
practice that cannot be explained? Only that, my dear friend, that cannot be explained 
apart from God has any right to be believed. Do you agree with that? Now listen, if we 
are just simply doing what the world is doing, and we’re simply aping after the world, 
and if what we’re doing can be explained in human terms, we have no right to ask 
anybody to believe it. But, dear friend, if there is something that this world has to sit up 
and say, “What meaneth that? How is that happening? Why is that possible? How can 
she live that way? How can that man show such love? Why do these people sacrifice 
like this? What makes these people different?” then perhaps they’ll get off the fence. 

Who are the enemies of revival? The compromisers are the enemies of revival. 
(That’s Obadiah.) The corrupt are the enemies of revival. (That’s Ahab.) The confused 
are the enemies of revival. (That’s the crowd that’s sitting up there, just sitting on the 
fence not answering a word.) 

D. The Competitors
Then, there’s a third—a fourth—category of people who are enemies of revival, and 
these are the competitors. These are those who are actually in competition with us. 
Begin to look, if you will now, in verse 22 of this same chapter: “Then…Elijah [said] unto 
the people, I, even I only, remain a prophet of the LORD; but Baal’s prophets are four 
hundred and fifty men”—I like that. Elijah against four hundred and fifty. It reminds me of 
the man who said to his battalion, “We’re surrounded by the enemy. Don’t let a’ one of 
them escape.” Here is Elijah against four hundred and fifty; and then, this is what he 
says—“Let them therefore give us two bullocks; and let them choose one bullock for 
themselves, and [lay] it in pieces, and lay it on [the altar]”—or, “lay it on the wood”—
“and put no fire under: and I will dress the other bullock”—the word bullock simply 
means “a young steer”—“and [put]”—“and lay”—“it on wood, and put no fire under: And 
call ye”—now, he’s talking to the four hundred and fifty false prophets—“call ye on the 
name of your gods, and I will call on the name of the LORD: and the God that 
answereth by fire, let him be God. And all the people answered and said, It is well 
spoken”—that is, “We want to have a showdown. We want to see which god is the true 
God”—“And Elijah said unto the prophets of Baal, Choose you one bullock for 
yourselves, and dress it first; for ye are many; and call on the name of your gods, but 
put no fire under. And they took the bullock which was given them, and they dressed it, 
and called on the name of Baal from [the] morning even until [the] noon, saying, O Baal, 
hear us. But there was no voice, nor any that answered. And they leaped upon the altar 
which was made. And it came to pass at noon, that Elijah mocked them, and said, Cry 
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aloud”—that is, “Shout louder”—“for he is a god; either he is talking”—“maybe he’s on 
the telephone”—“or [he’s] pursuing”—“maybe he’s gone hunting or he’s on a journey, 
he’s on a vacation”—“peradventure he sleepeth, and must be [awakened]”—boy, you 
talk about sarcasm and irony. Elijah was full of it—“And they cried aloud, and cut 
themselves after their manner with knives and lancets, till the blood gushed out upon 
them. And it came to pass, when [the] midday was past, and they prophesied until the 
time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that there was neither voice, nor any to 
answer, nor any that regarded.” (1 Kings 18:22–29) 

Now, these are what I call “the competitors”—these four hundred and fifty prophets 
of Baal. They were demon-possessed. They were people who were worshipping a false 
god. Ladies and gentlemen, this coming decade is going to be a decade of demonism 
like we have never seen before. “[Satan has] come down [upon us], having great wrath.” 
(Revelation 12:12) And, we are going to be in direct competition with Satan himself for 
the hearts, the minds, the souls, and the spirits of men, women, boys, and girls. 
Humanism, demonism, witchcraft are running in full swing and wide-open throttle. 
These are the competitors for our children and our grandchildren, and it’s all around us. 
You let your imagination run wild. You write down something that you think would be 
bizarre for people to believe and ways for people to live, and you won’t have to look far 
outside Shelby County—or perhaps you can find it right in Shelby County. Just write it 
down. It’s not amazing to me that people will not believe so much as what people will 
believe. Have you ever thought how stupid and how silly all this New Ageism is? I 
mean, it’s absolutely stupid and asinine; and yet, thousands are being swept away by it. 
This is the competition. America abounds in false gods. 

But again, I’m not worried about that crowd, because “greater is he [that’s] in [us], 
than he that is in the world.” (1 John 4:4) “[When] sin [abounds], grace [does] much 
more abound.” (Romans 5:20) But, this is what we’re up against, dear friend: we’re up, 
first of all, against compromisers, and then corrupt, and then complacent, and then 
competitors. These are the enemies of revival. They were there in 1 Kings chapter 18. 
They’re here in this city. They’re here in your city. They are across the world. 

II. The Elements of Revival
Now, let me go on to the second thing very quickly and talk to you not only about the 
enemies of revival but speak to you about the elements of revival, because God put this 
story here in 1 Kings chapter 18 to show you how you can have revival in your personal 
life, to show you how you can have revival in your Sunday School class, to show you 
how you can have revival in your home, to show you how you can have revival in this 
church, to show you how you can have revival in this city, in America, and in the world. I 
for one believe in revival and the possibility of revival because God has not changed 
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and His grace has not diminished. And, the Lord Jesus said, “Lo, I am with you always, 
even [to] the end of the [age].” (Matthew 28:20) Now, what are the elements of revival? 

A. Solidarity
Begin now in verse 30. The very first element that I want to mention is what I’m going to 
call “solidarity”—“solidarity.” It’s a word we’re hearing much about today in Communist 
Bloc countries. Notice, if you will, in verse 30: “And Elijah said unto all the people, Come 
near unto me”—that is, “Come to God’s man”—“And…the people came near unto 
him”—now, watch it—“And he repaired the altar of the LORD that was broken down”—
don’t miss that. You see, the altar fellowship was broken—“And he repaired the altar of 
the LORD that was broken down. And Elijah took twelve stones, according to the 
number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, unto whom the word of the LORD came, 
saying, Israel shall be thy name.” (1 Kings 18:30–31) 

Now, what had happened is this: that the unity of Israel had fallen apart, and the 
unity always falls apart when the altar is neglected. My dear friend, the enemy divides 
us; the altar unites us. Remember that: the enemy divides us; the altar unites us. When 
the altar is broken down, the enemy can divide us. God wants us—God wants the 
members of this church, God wants the members of your family, God wants brothers 
and sisters in Christ—to be together around His altar. Psalm 133:1: “Behold, how good 
and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!” I mentioned, a while back, 
the revival at Pentecost. Before they had that revival at Pentecost, Acts 2:1 says, “They 
were all with one accord in one place.” I’ve told you before, and I’ll tell you again: the 
devil had rather start a church fuss and bring division than to open a porno palace or to 
sell a tank car of whiskey. I believe that with all of my heart. And so, first of all, there 
must be solidarity, God’s people coming together. 

B. Separation
Secondly, not only solidarity but separation—look, if you will, in verse 32 of this same 
chapter: “And with the stones he built an altar in the name of the LORD”—now, watch 
it—“and he made a trench about the altar, as great as would contain two measures of 
seed.” (1 Kings 18:32) Now, first of all, with twelve stones he makes the altar. And then, 
he gets a spade, or whatever he takes, and he digs a border all the way around that 
altar. What’s he doing? He is saying, “There is a difference—there is a division, there is 
a border, there is a separation, there is a difference—between the altar fellowshippers 
and the idol worshippers.” God’s people are to be a separate people. “Friendship [with] 
the world is [idolatry and] enmity with God.” (James 4:4) My dear friend, if you’re one of 
these like Obadiah who’s made a friend and a league with Ahab, I want to tell you, 
you’re guilty of high treason against your God. 
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C. Sacrifice
Now thirdly, look at it: first of all, there is solidarity; then, there is separation; and then, 
there is sacrifice. Notice verse 33: “And he put the wood in order”—that is, he puts wood 
on this altar now—“and cut the bullock in pieces, and laid him on the wood.” (1 Kings 
18:33) That’s the sacrifice. It was a bloody sacrifice. Now, ladies and gentlemen, all of 
the Bible is about the Lord Jesus Christ, and any time you see an Old Testament 
sacrifice of blood that was offered by a man of God in the name of Jesus or in the name 
of Jehovah, it points to the Lord Jesus Christ. The blood of Jesus Christ alone has 
power to bring revival. And, this bullock so long ago had only power and only 
importance as it pointed to the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is an Old Testament 
picture of the sacrifice of Calvary. 

Oh, listen, friend, we’d better learn to plead the blood. We’d better learn to practice 
the power of the blood of Jesus. There’s only one thing that Satan fears in this day and 
this age, and it is the blood of Jesus Christ. You read in the book of the Revelation, and 
the Bible says, “And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb.” (Revelation 12:11) 
I’m telling you, dear friend, when Jesus was going to that cross, He said, “Now [is] the 
prince of this world…cast out.” (John 12:31) 

There is power, power, wonder-working power 
In the precious blood of the Lamb. 

—LEWIS E. JONES 

D. The Spirit and the Scripture
So, what was it? Solidarity, separation, sacrifice—and then, my dear friend, the Spirit 
and the Scripture. Look, if you will, in verses 33 and following: and the Bible says, “And 
he put the wood in order, and cut the bullock in pieces, and laid him on the wood”—
now, watch this—“and said, Fill four barrels with water, and pour it on the burnt 
sacrifice, and on the wood. And he said, Do it the second time. And they did it the 
second time. And he said, Do it the third time. And they did it the third time. And the 
water ran round about the altar; and he filled the trench also with water.” (1 Kings 
18:33–35) 

Now, remember that the test is fire. You don’t start a fire with water, do you? I mean, 
what was he showing? For one thing, he was showing that a God who can’t burn wet 
wood is no good. Don’t tell me, dear friend, that the condition is impossible for us to 
have revival—not as long as there’s a God in heaven. What he was showing is it’s not 
going to be spontaneous combustion what happens this day. But, my dear friend, in the 
Bible, water is an emblem of two things: the Spirit of God and the Word of God. The 
Bible speaks of “washing of water by the word.” (Ephesians 5:26) God says, “Is not my 
word like the rain that cometh down from heaven?” (Isaiah 55:10–11) And then, God, 
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speaking of His Spirit, says, “I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, [I will pour] floods 
upon the dry ground.” (Isaiah 44:3) When, my dear friend, God’s people come together, 
when they come out of this world (represented by that border), when they plead the 
blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, when they take the Word of God and the Spirit of God, 
God is getting ready to do something. And, that water running down over that altar, 
running down over that sacrifice—that whole thing saturated with the Word of God and 
the Spirit of God—dear friend, you’re getting ready for God to do something that God 
desperately needs to do in your home, that God desperately needs to do in…that you 
desperately need God to do in your life, in your Sunday School class. And so, dear 
friend, we need to be saturated with the Word of God and the Spirit of God. All of this is 
therefore purpose. It’s not just simply words on paper; it is God’s message for this day 
and this age. 

E. Supplication
Now, after the Spirit and the Scripture, there comes the final thing—now we’re ready for 
the supplication. Look at the prayer, beginning in verse 36. Now, here’s the supplication; 
here’s the capstone. This is when prayer has power, because it is prayer based on the 
Word of God, prayer energized by the Spirit of God, prayer based on a bloody sacrifice. 
And now, look, if you will, in verse 36: “And it came to pass at the time of the offering of 
the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came near, and said, LORD God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this day that thou art God in Israel, and 
that I am thy servant, and that I have done all these things at thy word”—do you see 
that?—“Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that this people may know that thou art the LORD 
God, and that thou hast turned their heart back again. Then the fire of the LORD fell, 
and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and 
licked up the water that was in the trench. And when all the people saw it, they fell on 
their faces: and they said, The LORD, he is the God; the LORD, he is the God.” (1 
Kings 18:36–39) Now, I want you to notice this prayer, this supplication. 

1. It was Precise
Number one: It was precise—only sixty-three words in English. 

2. It was Powerful
Number two: It was powerful because it was based on a blood sacrifice. The Bible says 
in Hebrews 10:19: “Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the 
blood of Jesus.” It was powerful. 

3. It was Purposeful
And, number three: It was purposeful. He said this: “Hear me, O [God]…that this people 
may know that thou art God.” (1 Kings 18:37) Do you know that his… Do you know what 
his motivation was? He wasn’t trying to save his reputation. He wasn’t just simply 
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praying for the aggrandizement of his crowd. He wasn’t praying for his denomination. 
You know why so many of us want revival? Because we want to get out of trouble. 

We say, “If we don’t have revival, we’re going to be in a fix.” That’s true—if we don’t 
have revival, our church is going to die. That is true. If we don’t have revival, our 
denomination is going to disintegrate. That is true. If we don’t have revival, there’ll be 
oceans of blood and rivers of tears. That is true. But, my dear friend, we’re not praying 
for revival until we pray for the glory of God. So many of us are simply praying for 
America’s sake, our sake, our denomination’s sake, our family’s sake, but what he said: 
“Hear me, O [God]…that this people may know that thou [are] the LORD God” (1 Kings 
18:37)—“and that I’ve done all these things according to thy Word.” This was the 
supplication. It was based on a bloody sacrifice. It was prayed by people who came 
together who were separate, saturated with the Word of God and the Spirit of God. 
Now, dear friend, those are the elements of revival. 

III. The Expression of Revival
And, very quickly, I want to speak to you about the expression of revival. Here’s the 
expression of revival. Here’s what happened. I want you to look in verses 38–39—look 
at it: “Then the fire of the LORD fell.” (1 Kings 18:38) Now, my dear friend, that’s the 
test—are you listening?—not figures, not fame, not finances; fire. And, not any kind of 
fire—fire from heaven. “Then the fire of the LORD fell.” (1 Kings 18:38) And, when that 
fire falls, it does three things. 

A. Fire Consumes
First of all, it consumes. Look, if you will, in verse 38: “[And] the fire of the LORD fell, 
and consumed the burnt sacrifice.” (1 Kings 18:38) Now, fire consumes. And, if we don’t 
have the fire of revival, we’re going to have the fire of judgment. And, when the fire falls, 
if it doesn’t fall on the sacrifice, it’ll fall on you. It consumes—it consumes. My dear 
friend, America will burn, and it will burn in revival or it’ll burn in judgment. But, fire 
consumes. Jesus took the fire of God’s wrath and consumed that fire, and that fire 
consumes Him in judgment, that we might not be consumed. 

B. Fire Convicts
But, I’ll tell you what else it does: not only does it consume; it convicts. Look in verse 38: 
“Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and 
[so forth]”—and verse 39—“And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces.” (1 
Kings 18:38–39) These are the people who didn’t have a word to say before. These are 
the people who were taking the Fifth Amendment. These are the people who are sitting 
on the fence. When they saw the fire of the God fall, they fell on their face. How would 
you like for the people of Memphis to fall on their face and not say, “Bellevue is great” 
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but, “Jesus is wonderful”? Wouldn’t that be wonderful? Wouldn’t it be wonderful, dear 
friend, if people saw something they could not explain—something, dear friend, that the 
very ears of those that hear it would tingle? And, I’m not just talking about this church; 
I’m talking about every church that names the name of Jesus. Fire consumes, and fire 
convicts. 

C. Fire Converts
And then, fire converts: “And they said, The LORD, he is…God; the LORD, he 
is…God.” (1 Kings 18:39) My heart is enlarged within me for this generation—so lost—
to fall on their face and say, “The Lord is God.” 

Conclusion 
Now friend, let’s have revival in the world, but if we can’t have revival in the world, let’s 
have revival in America. And, if we can’t have revival in America, let’s have revival in 
Memphis. Hey, if we can’t have revival in Memphis, let’s have revival in Bellevue. And, if 
we can’t have revival in Bellevue, let’s have revival in your Sunday School class, and if 
we can’t have revival in your Sunday School class, let’s have revival in your family. And, 
if we can’t have revival in your family, let’s have revival in you—amen?—in you. 

I’m only one, but I am one. I can’t do everything, but I can do something. And, what I 
can do I ought to do, and what I can do and ought to, that, by the grace of God, I will do. 
O God, send a revival, and let it begin—say it—in me. 

Let’s pray. Lord God—O God, O God, O God—we’re a desperate people in such 
need. Lord, help us to stop judging and criticizing one another and, Lord, just to get on 
our face before you and to be all, Lord, that you would want us to be. And, Lord God, 
bless us, guide us, and keep us, and send a mighty revival in Jesus’s name. Amen. 
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the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. And when all 
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Introduction 
Amen. Praise the Lord. Thank you for your expression of love. But now, the preaching 
time has come. Would you take your Bibles and find 1 Kings chapter 18? We’ve been 
talking about revival. We’ve been talking about revival in general; we’ve been talking 
about personal revival. Today, we’re talking about revival in the church. The title of the 
message is this: “Let the Fire Fall.” 

First Kings chapter 18, verse 22: “Then said Elijah unto the people, I, even I only, 
remain a prophet of the LORD; but Baal’s prophets are four hundred and fifty men” (1 
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Kings 18:22). Now, let me give you the background for all of this. There were dark days 
in Israel—days of apostasy, days of apathy, days of horrible sin, and the people had 
forgotten God. They were worshiping and going after a false god, a vulgar, filthy 
Canaanite god, who was not a god at all, but an idol. He was a god of fertility. So, they 
worshiped him with obscenities and immorality. They thought of him as the god that 
caused things to blossom and bud, and the cows to give calves, and so forth; and so, 
they worshiped this god in obscene ways. His name was Baal. 

There came a prophet on the scene, and his name was Elijah. Now, Ahab and 
Jezebel were King and Queen. Elijah came on the scene, and Elijah said, “It’s time for a 
showdown; it’s time to see which god is the true God.” So, he said, “Gather all of the 
people up to Mount Carmel. We’re going to build a sacrifice, and we’re going to build an 
altar and put a sacrifice upon it. And then, we’re going to pray, and the god that answers 
by fire, let him be God” (1 Kings 18:23–24). Not fame, not figures, not finances, but 
fire—revival fire. “Let him be God” (1 Kings 18:24). 

I long to see the fire fall today. I tell you, America is sick. We have a rampage of 
violent crimes, illegitimate births, teenage suicide. Divorce rates are soaring; 
pornography is spewing over the land like a broken sewer. We are in desperate trouble 
in America. I’m not nearly afraid of what the Taliban or Al Qaeda will do; I’m afraid of the 
judgment of Almighty God upon America. And, we need, today, an old-fashioned fire 
from Heaven—sin-convicting, life-transforming, Christ-honoring, soul-saving revival, 
amen? Now, that’s what we need. And, I wonder—I wonder—if America has enough 
wisdom to turn to God. I wonder if oceans of blood, and rivers of tears, and seas of 
sweat will be the price that this nation pays because she has forgotten Almighty God. 

Now, when we speak of revival, there are people who nod their head and say, 
“Amen,” but I’m afraid, for many of us, that’s just a sort of a sympathetic smile. We really 
don’t believe that revival is possible. We think we’re living in the last days; and so, we’re 
singing, “Hold the Fort,” and, “Keep us safe until Jesus gets here to rescue us.” Ladies 
and gentlemen, listen to your pastor now: there’s not one shred of Scripture in all of the 
Bible that says we cannot have revival in these days. Now, that’s very important for you 
to understand that. The Lord Jesus gave the Great Commission, and He said, “And, lo, I 
am with you always, even [to] the end of the [age]” (Matthew 28:20). He’s not an absent 
God. He’s not sick. He is not anemic. “He’s not deaf: His ear is not dull that He cannot 
hear. He is not palsied: His arm is not short that He cannot save” (Isaiah 59:1). The 
problem is not with God; the problem is with God’s people. “If my people, [who] are 
called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray…” (2 Chronicles 7:14). 

I. The Enemies of Revival
Now, as we think about revival today, I want you to keep your Bibles open to 1 Kings 
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chapter 18. And, I want you to think, first of all, with me, as to what I’m going to call “the 
enemies of revival”—“the enemies of revival.” And, listen very carefully, because you 
may recognize yourself in this chapter. Now, what were the enemies of revival? 

A. The Compromisers
First of all, the compromisers—and they’re represented by a man named Obadiah. 
Obadiah was a true believer in the Lord, but he was a compromiser. He lined up with 
King Ahab, and the Bible says there was none as wicked as King Ahab (1 Kings 21:25). 
But, Obadiah found himself a servant of King Ahab, rather than a confidant with Elijah, 
the prophet of God. Look, if you will, in 1 Kings 18, verses 3 through 6: “And Ahab 
called Obadiah, which was the governor of his house. (Now Obadiah feared the LORD 
greatly”—you see, he was a great man and a godly man—“For it was so, [that] when 
Jezebel cut off the prophets of the LORD”—that is, “They no longer got food from 
wicked Queen Jezebel”—“that Obadiah took an hundred prophets, and hid them by fifty 
in a cave, and fed them with bread and water.) And Ahab said unto Obadiah, Go into 
[all] the land, unto [the] fountains of water, and unto the brooks: peradventure we may 
find grass to save the horses and mules alive, that we lose not all the beasts. So they 
divided the land between them to pass throughout it: Ahab went one way by himself, 
and Obadiah went another way by himself” (1 Kings 18:3–6). 

Now, I want you to think with me a little bit about that. Obadiah greatly feared the 
Lord, but he was a servant of Ahab. Now, why were they dividing themselves, looking 
for grass? Because, friend, it had not rained for three-and-one-half years. It was the 
judgment of Almighty God. And, sometimes God’s judgment does come in the weather. 
I want you to think about that: it was the judgment of Almighty God. So, Ahab said to 
Obadiah, “Obadiah, we need to find some grass to feed our herds, lest they die. So, 
Obadiah, you go this way; I will go that way” (1 Kings 18:5–6). 

“Now, why do you say he was a compromiser, Pastor?” I’ll tell you why: he was 
looking for grass when he should have been praying for rain. What do I mean? Well, he 
was trying to prop things up; he was trying to get by without repentance and without 
repentance on the part of God’s people. The judgment that we have, friend, is never 
going to be taken out—the judgment that is upon us—until the rain comes from God. 
And, the rain in this passage is a symbol of revival. Now, we think with pageants, and 
personality, and programs that we can bring revival. But, as long as you are a 
compromiser, you can’t bring revival with these things. You can search for all of the 
grass that you want. 

Now, he was a compromiser. Now, I want to ask you a personal question. Will you 
answer it? Let’s find out if you are a compromiser. Was there ever a time when you 
loved Jesus more than you love Him now? Do you remember when you first found 
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Christ? You remember when you first got saved and how your heart was filled with joy 
that your sins were forgiven, but now that joy is gone? 

Let me ask you another question: Do you remember when you had power in prayer 
and you could point to definite, specific times that your prayer was answered, but now 
your prayer life is pitiful and weak? Is your prayer life pitiful and weak? You, sir—you, 
lady—are an Obadiah. 

Do you remember when your testimony had a ring of truth about it, and others saw 
your life and they were challenged by your life? Now listen, Church—I want to ask you 
this question as individuals: What is there about your life that is different? Are you a 
compromiser? 

Do you remember when the Bible was rich to you, and you loved to feed on it? And, 
you would get up and get into the Word of God, and now you just yawn in the face of 
God? You’re a compromiser. If your children ever get saved, if your neighbor ever 
comes to Christ, they will have to be dragged over your poor testimony. Maybe you’ve 
been in this thing long enough that you just simply think, “It’s all right for me. I’ve done 
my thing. I have finished all that God wants me to do.” 

The compromisers are represented by Obadiah. 

B. The Corrupt
Now, here’s a second enemy of revival, and that’s the corrupt. They’re represented by 
Ahab and Jezebel. Now, I say that he was corrupt. Look, if you will, in verses 17 and 18: 
“And it came to pass, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said unto him, Art thou he that 
troubleth Israel?”—now remember, Ahab was the king—“Are [you the one] that 
[troubles] Israel? And he”—Elijah—“answered, I have not troubled Israel; but thou, and 
thy father’s house” (1 Kings 18:17–18). He was saying, “Elijah, you are a troublemaker.” 
And, Elijah the prophet said to the king, “No, bud, you got it wrong. You are the 
troublemaker. I am a prophet of God.” 

And then, we learn that Ahab was unspeakably immoral and wicked. Go back to 1 
Kings chapter 16, verse 30—put it in your margin: “And Ahab the son of Omri did evil in 
the sight of the LORD above all that were before him” (1 Kings 16:30). He, at this point, 
was the most wicked king that Israel had ever had. He was a politician. He was a civil 
authority. But, ladies and gentlemen, he could not hold back revival. And, you need to 
learn that no matter how much wickedness is entrenched and ensconced in our land, all 
of the power—listen—all of the power of Hell can’t stop revival. “Greater is he that is in 
you, than he that is in the world” (1 John 4:4). 

I was reading recently where former Vice President Al Gore was talking about the 
present President’s faith, his evangelical faith, and here’s what Mr. Gore said about his 
faith (Bush’s faith): “It is a particular kind of religiosity. It is the American version of the 
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same fundamentalist impulse that we see in Saudi Arabia.” Now, what he’s saying is, 
“Over here, you’ve got this kind of fundamentalistic religion. The President holds that. 
And, over in Saudi Arabia, the Wahhabi religion holds that. These who are murderers, 
these who behead people, these who cutthroats, these who fly airplanes into buildings, 
his faith—this faith—it’s the same thing.” God have mercy—God have mercy! He 
slandered—former Vice President—slandered every evangelical Bible-believing 
Christian in this world, including every one of you. It’s a slander to equate the two. But 
friend, all of the Ahabs of this world cannot hold back revival. “[Are you] he that troubleth 
Israel?” (1 Kings 18:17). “It’s not me,” he said, “not I. You!” 

Now, listen to me very carefully: don’t expect to be loved by this world; don’t expect 
to be honored by this world. They told me the other day, “Oh Pastor, everybody loves 
you.” I said, “Hardee-har-har-har.” I don’t expect to be loved by everybody, nor should 
you. And, we ought to give those people insomnia. They cannot hold back revival. 

C. The Confused
First of all, there are the compromisers, the Obadiahs. Then, there are the corrupt, the 
Ahabs. And then, there are the confused. Look, if you will, in 1 Kings chapter 18, now, 
verses 19 through 21: Elijah said, “Now therefore send, and gather to me all Israel unto 
mount Carmel, and the prophets of Baal four hundred and fifty, and the prophets of the 
groves four hundred, which eat at Jezebel’s table”—that’s 850—“[And] so Ahab [went] 
unto all the children of Israel, and gathered the prophets together unto mount Carmel. 
And Elijah came unto…the people, and said, How long halt ye between two opinions? if 
the LORD be God, follow him: but if Baal…follow him”—now, listen to this next phase— 
“And the people answered him not a word” (1 Kings 18:19–21). What was he saying? 
“Look, if God is God, serve Him. If Baal is god, serve him. But, get off of the fence. 
Make up your mind.” 

We are living in a day of moral ambivalence, where people have some vague 
religiosity, but they’re on the fence. They don’t know what to do. You have to pity these 
people. They don’t have enough courage to follow the devil; they don’t have enough 
grace to serve God. And, do you know, I believe the reason that they were the confused 
is this: they had not seen enough in God’s people to make a difference. I’m telling you, 
there are multitudes out there who don’t know. They’re confused, and they need to see 
in you a difference. Your children need to see in you a difference; they’re confused. 
Your neighbors need to see a difference in you; they are confused. What is there about 
you that is so different that it would bring conviction to these fence-straddlers? 

On the day of Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit fell, there was such a demonstration 
of the power of God that that great crowd there first asked this question: “What does this 
mean?” I mean, they couldn’t explain it: “What does this mean?” And, very soon they 
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were asking the second question: “What must we do?” Let me tell you what the problem 
in America today is, and in the church today: we want them to ask the second question, 
“What must we do?” before they ask the first question, “What does this mean?” What is 
there about you that would cause your neighbor to say, “What does this mean? How 
does he live that way? What is the secret of his home? What puts that smile on his 
face? What puts that concern in his heart? Where does she—where does he—get that 
supernatural power?” And, before long, they’re going to be wanting it also. 

But, we have these confused. I believe that there are multiplied thousands like this—
listen to me—multiplied thousands who’ll be swept into the Kingdom of God if there’s 
true revival in the church. I believe, folks, that they will come by the hundreds of 
thousands to Jesus Christ in this day and in this age when they can see that God is 
God. 

D. The Competition
There are the compromisers. There are the corrupt. There are the confused. And, 
there’s another category that’s found here in these enemies of revival, and this is the 
competition, represented by the priests of Baal. Look in 1 King chapter 18, verse 22: 
“Then said Elijah unto the people, I, even I only, remain a prophet of the LORD; but 
Baal’s prophets are four hundred and fifty men” (1 Kings 18:22). Now, I remind you that 
Baal was a false, filthy, pagan god. Here was Elijah. Here are 450 of these. Now, I want 
to tell you that we’re outnumbered—we are definitely outnumbered. But, so what? If a 
third of the angels fell, two-thirds didn’t fall. We have two angels for every demon. No 
matter what the devil does, “greater is he [that’s] in you, than he that is in the world” (1 
John 4:4). But, there are competing forces of humanism, atheism, pornography—all of 
these things are lined up against us. America abounds with false gods, but they are no 
competition for Lord, the Lord God Almighty. Don’t you insult God by saying we cannot 
have revival in these days. 

Now, these are the enemies of revival. 

II. The Elements of Revival
I speak next about the elements of revival—the elements of revival. What is revival? 

A. The Solidarity of God’s People
Well, first of all, there is the solidarity of God’s people. Look, if you will, in verses 30 and 
31: “And Elijah said unto all the people, Come near unto me. And all the people came 
near unto him. And he repaired”—listen—“he repaired the altar of the LORD that was 
broken down. And Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the 
sons of Jacob, unto whom the word of the LORD came, saying, Israel shall be thy 
name” (1 Kings 18:30–31). 
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Now, what had happened is this: well, the altar was scattered apart; there was no 
altar. And so, what Elijah did was to get 12 stones and out of those 12 stones to build 
one altar that represents the unity of the people of God. The unity of Israel had fallen 
apart. Listen, folks: the enemy divides us; the altar unites us—when we get back to 
praying together as a group, loving God as a group. 

“Well,” you say, “Pastor, there are some things in the church I don’t like.” Well, there 
are some things in the church I don’t like, but I tell you one thing: God wants His people 
to be together. And, don’t you look down your long nose at the Obadiahs and the Ahabs 
if there is a spirit of division in your heart. “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity!” (Psalm 133:1). On the day of Pentecost, “they were 
all [in] one accord in one place” (Acts 2:1). Do you love your church? Are you part of the 
unity of this church? God wants His people to come together for an altar fellowship. The 
first element of revival is the solidarity of God’s people. 

B. The Separation from the World
Second element of revival is the separation of God’s people from the world. Look, if you 
will now, in 1 Kings chapter 18, verse 32: “And with the stones he built an altar in the 
name of the LORD: and he made a trench about the altar, as great as would contain 
two measures of seed” (1 Kings 18:32). So, here’s the altar made out of 12 stones. 
Then, Elijah goes around the altar, and he makes a trench. What was that trench? It 
was a line of separation; it was a line of demarcation. It was a line that said, “Here is the 
altar; here are the altar people, and outside are the others.” That is, it’s representing 
separation. There is a difference between the altar fellowship and the idol worshipers. 

Now again, I want to ask you a question: Is there a difference in you? Is there a 
trench that divides you? Have you come out from among them and been separate? 
James 4:4 says that “friendship [with this] world is enmity with God.” There are many of 
you in this church who, from outward appearances, are no different than the world. You 
watch the same things, you drink the same things, you smoke the same things, you go 
to the same places—friendship with the world. God wants a separate people; God 
wants a holy people. When’s the last time you thought of personal holiness? Is there a 
separation in your life? We don’t hear much today about separation, but the Bible has 
much to say about it. And, one who fellowships with this world is guilty of high treason 
against God. 

C. The Sacrifice of Jesus
Now, here’s the third element of revival, and it is the sacrifice of Jesus Christ—the 
sacrifice of Jesus. Look, if you will, in chapter 18, verse 33: “And he put the wood in 
order”—this is Elijah—“and cut the bullock”—that is, “the calf”—“in pieces, and laid him 
[upon] the wood, and said, Fill four barrels with water, and pour it on the burnt sacrifice, 
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and on the wood” (1 Kings 18:33). Every sacrifice in the Old Testament was a prophecy 
and a picture of the Lord Jesus Christ, who would die on the cross. When you see this 
sacrifice, don’t think of the blood of a bull; think of the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, for 
that is what it represents. 

Brothers and sisters, there is power in Calvary. There is power in the shed blood of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and it is the blood that is the basis of our warfare. Don’t you sally 
forth against the enemy in your own strength and your own wisdom. There is a fountain. 
Oh friend, “[there’s] a fountain filled with blood drawn from Emmanuel’s veins” (William 
Cowper); it’s in the power of the blood of Jesus Christ that we conquer. 

Over in Revelation, the Bible speaks of the great dragon, and it says of God’s 
people, “they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb” (Revelation 12:11). You say, 
“How is that real?” Friend, turn your eyes upon Calvary. Look to Jesus. Understand that 
when Jesus Christ died upon that cross, He said, “Now is the…prince of this 
world…cast out” (John 12:31). Satan’s back was broken at Calvary. 

D. The Supernatural Power of God
And, when you have unity, when you have separation, when you have the blood of 
Jesus, then you’re going to see the supernatural power of God. It’s another element of 
revival. Look, if you will, in verses 33 to 35: “And he put the wood in order”—that is, 
“Elijah did”—“and cut the bullock in pieces, and laid him on the wood, and said, Fill four 
barrels with water, and pour it on the burnt sacrifice, and on the wood”—now listen, 
folks, the sacrifice had not yet been burned. Well, he calls it burnt because in his mind, 
it was, and on the wood—“And he said, Do it the second time”—now, that’s eight barrels 
of water—“And they did it the second time. And he said, Do it the third time. And they 
did it the third time. And the water ran round about the altar; and…filled the trench also 
with water” (1 Kings 18:33–35). 

Now, they’re saying, “We’re going to have a contest. The god who answers by fire is 
going to be the true God.” And, Elijah says concerning the sacrifice, “Bring some water. 
Pour it on the sacrifice”—four barrels of water. He said, “Do it again”—eight barrels of 
water. “Do it again”—12 barrels of water. What was he doing? He was saying, folks, 
“This is not going to be spontaneous combustion. This is not going to be some 
happenstance. This is going to be a demonstration of the mighty power of Almighty 
God.” 

Do you know what many of us are thinking? That evil is so deeply entrenched, sin is 
so widespread, that we cannot have revival. Don’t you insult God by saying we can’t 
have revival. Listen, friend, a God who can’t burn wet wood is no good, amen? 

So, the answer was a demonstration of the supernatural power of God. “Pour the 
water on. Pour the water on. Pour the water on.” Water, in the Bible, is an emblem and 
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a symbol of the Holy Spirit of God. God says in the Bible, “I will pour [floods] upon him 
that is thirsty” (Isaiah 44:3). Do you want God to do that? O God, now, here’s the 
sacrifice. Pour out, Lord, of Your Spirit. 

E. The Strength of Believing Prayer
And then, the next element of revival is the strength of believing prayer. Look, if you will, 
in 1 Kings 18, verse 36: “And it came to pass at the time of the offering of the evening 
sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came near, and said, LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, 
and of Israel, let it be known this day that thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy 
servant, and that I have done all these things at thy word. Hear me, O LORD”—now, 
listen to this—“hear me, that [the] people may know that thou art the LORD God, and 
that thou hast turned their heart back again” (1 Kings 18:36–37). He said, “O God, I 
want You to do something. Hear me, God.” 

Now, notice his prayer. His prayer was not that there might be revival in Israel, not 
as such. His prayer was not that he might be recognized as a prophet. His prayer was 
not for the denomination’s sake, or for the church’s sake, or for America’s sake. His 
prayer was for the glory of God—for the glory of God—prayer for the glory of God. 
That’s the prayer of Jesus in John chapter 12, verse 28: “Father, glorify thy name” (John 
12:28). Question: How much of your prayer life is consumed for the glory of God, 
saying, “Lord God, answer my prayer because of Your glory”? Most of our prayers are 
“give me” prayers that have no concern whatsoever for the glory of God. 

III. The Evidences of Revival
Now, I must move quickly to the third point. I’ve talked to you about the enemies of 
revival. I’ve talked to you about the elements of revival. May I talk with you for just a few 
moments about the evidences of revival? “Pastor, how we will know when we see 
revival? What will it be like? Will it be a spasm of excitement? Will it be more church 
attendance? What will revival be like?” Well, look, if you will, in 1 Kings 18, verses 38 
and 39: “Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the 
wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. And 
when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said, The LORD, he is the 
God; the LORD, he is the God” (1 Kings 18:38–39). Not Baal—Jehovah, Yahweh: He is 
the God. There was revival on the mountaintop. And, what was the evidence of revival? 

A. The Fire Will Fall
Well, first of all, the fire fell. Remember, I’m telling you that the test is fire—Holy Ghost 
fire. We can have a lot of promotion in our church. One man wrote to another man 
about his church, and he said, “Pray for us here. The fire is out, but the furnace is still 
blowing.” What did he mean by that? That it’s just superficial. We need Holy Ghost fire. 
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And, when the fire falls in your life, sir, you’ll know it. When the fire falls in your family, 
you will know it. Here’s what fire does. Are you ready? 

B. The Fire Will Consume
It’s fire that consumes. Look, if you will, in verse 38: this fire consumed the sacrifice, the 
wood, the stones, the water, the dust (1 Kings 18:38). It fell, and it was consumed. Do 
you want to be consumed by Almighty God? Would you like for God to come down upon 
the sacrifice, which pictures the Lord Jesus Christ, and let that sacrifice be a sweet 
smelling savor in His nostrils and in yours? It is fire that consumes. 

Now, I’m going to tell you something: if the fire had fallen that day and there had 
been no bloody sacrifice upon the altar, the fire would have consumed them. We’d 
better pray for the fires of revival, or we’re going to know the fires of judgment, for the 
fire is going to fall. It is fire that consumes. Got it? 

C. The Fire Will Convict
Number two: It is fire that convicts. Remember, the people said, “We don’t know who’s 
God” (1 Kings 18:21). Look, if you will, in 1 Kings chapter 18, verse 38: “Then the fire of 
the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the 
dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench” (1 Kings 18:38). How could that be 
done? No way apart from the supernatural. Again, when the fire falls, the lost are going 
to be convicted. 

D. The Fire Will Convert
Fire that consumes, fire that convicts, and fire that converts. Look in verse 39: “And 
when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said, The LORD, he is the 
God; the LORD, he is the God” (1 Kings 18:39). These who were the fence-straddlers, 
these who were ambivalent—they fell on their faces to worship God. My heart yearns 
for that. 

Conclusion 
I had a birthday. Birthdays are good for you—the more you have, the longer you live. I 
had a birthday. And, I know, for me, there are only so many more years or months or 
days. I know that. I’m not morbid about it. But oh, my heart yearns to see, in these days, 
a mighty revival of God with people on their faces before Him and multitudes being 
swept into the Kingdom! Wouldn’t you like to see that? Wouldn’t you like to see 
hundreds of thousands and billions come to Jesus Christ? Then, pray! Pray, as my wife 
and I prayed this morning, for revival in America. And, if we can’t have revival in 
America, let’s have revival in Tennessee. And, if we can’t have revival in Tennessee, 
let’s have revival in Memphis. And, if we can’t have revival in Memphis, let’s have 
revival in Bellevue. And, if we can’t have revival in Bellevue, let’s have revival in your 
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family. And, we can’t have revival in your family—let’s have revival in you. 
It’s me—it’s me, O Lord, standing in the need of prayer. O God—O God—send fire 

from Heaven a Heaven-sent, God-breathed, Holy Ghost revival that will get God’s 
people off the fence and ready to serve Him. O God, let the fire fall. 

Bow your heads in prayer. Would you pray, “Dear God, begin in my heart. Don’t let 
me be an Obadiah, a compromiser. God, don’t let me be like this world, where no one 
can see the difference. O my God, may Your mighty power be demonstrated in my life. 
And Lord, I pray this for Your glory”? 

Now, while heads are still bowed, if you’re not a Christian today, if you’re not saved 
or if you don’t have the assurance that you’re a Christian, if you’re not quite sure, let’s 
get it settled right now. Would you pray a prayer like this: “O God, I am a sinner, and I’m 
lost. And, I need to be saved, and I want to be saved. Jesus, You died to save me. You 
paid my sin debt on that cross with Your shed blood. I believe You’re the Son of God. I 
believe that God raised You from the dead. I believe You can save me. I believe You 
want to save me. I believe You will save me if I trust You. So, right here, sitting where I 
am this moment with my head bowed, this moment, I receive You, Jesus, as my Lord 
and Savior. And, I give my life to You to live for You and to follow You as You will give 
me strength. Save me, Jesus. And, give me the courage to make it public. In Your name 
I pray. Amen”? 

Now, look up here. If you prayed that prayer, I’m going to ask you to make it public 
this morning. That’s the sign that it is real. The Bible says, “Let the redeemed of the 
LORD say so” (Psalm 107:2). Jesus said, “If you’re ashamed of Me and My Word 
before this sinful and adulterous generation, I will be ashamed of you when I come in 
the glory of the Father with the holy angels” (Mark 8:38). But now, listen to this: Jesus 
said, “If you’ll confess Me before men, I’ll confess you before My Father, which is in 
Heaven” (Matthew 10:32). 

Now, here’s what we’re going to do: we’re going to have an invitation time. And, the 
invitation is to you who prayed and asked Christ to come into your heart; it’s an 
invitation for you to come forward and let it be known that you’re not ashamed of Jesus 
Christ. You know, I’m not ashamed of Him. If you’d give me a megaphone and put me 
on the tallest building on this Earth so all the people could hear, I’d want them to know I 
love Jesus. I do love Him. I’m not ashamed of Him. I don’t want you to be ashamed of 
Him. Show this morning that you believe in Him and that you truly love Him by coming 
forward. A minister will be at the head of each of these aisles to welcome those of you 
who’ll be coming. If you’re in the balcony, a minister will be up there by that banner in 
the corner that says, “Redeemer,” or this banner up here in the other corner that says, 
“Messiah,” to receive those of you who’ll be coming from the balcony. 

You say, “Pastor, I’ve never done that before. What do you do when you go down 
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there? What do you say? What happens?” Well, first of all, here’s what you might say: “I 
am trusting Jesus.” That will feel good in your mouth: “I am trusting Jesus.” “Then, what 
will happen?” We will rejoice. Folks, these people are for you, not against you. We will 
rejoice because most of us have done the same thing. Number three: We, in a quieter 
place, for a few moments, will give you some scripture to stand on and answer any 
Bible questions that we can answer. And, number four: We’ll seal it in prayer. It’ll take 
just a few moments; it will be all glorious. I want you to do it. 

Now listen, there are others of you who need to put your church membership here. 
Not everybody should be a member of Bellevue, but if this is where you worship and 
where God speaks to your heart, this is where you should belong. And, I’m going to 
invite you to leave your seat, and come forward, and say, “I want to place my 
membership here.” And, a minister will tell you, or a friend will tell you, how you can 
become a member of this wonderful, glorious church—His church. I’m so grateful to be 
a part of it. 

So, some are coming, saying, “I’m trusting Jesus.” Others are coming, saying, “I 
want to place my membership here.” There may be others of you who just say, “I need 
special prayer. I want somebody to pray with me,” and we’ll go to a quieter place and 
pray for you. There may be others that God has spoken to—you just want to come and 
get on your knees here, without saying a word to any of these ministers, and just do 
business with God. 

Father God, I pray that You would open the hearts of many today and, O Father, that 
we would not be ashamed to acknowledge You as the God above all Gods, King of 
kings and Lord and lords. 

Let’s stand together. You step out and come. 
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Introduction 
What a wonderful scripture! What a wonderful song—and beautifully sung! I love you, 
Joyce, and thank you for that. 

Now, we’re in a season praying for, seeking, revival. America is sick unto death, and 
unless America is born again, she will join the graveyard of the nations. Francis 
Schaeffer, a great Christian statesman-philosopher, said this: “One of these days, we’re 
going to wake up, and the America that we once knew will be gone.” You think of what 
is happening today: think of the violent crime; think of the illegitimate births; think of the 
teen suicides; think how the divorce rate is soaring; think how pornography, like a 
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broken sewer, is spewed all over the land—a multibillion-dollar industry. Sixty percent of 
all pornography ends up in the hands of children. Friends, we are in a freefall, and we’re 
going to hit the ground with a sickening thud. And, what we need, what we pray for, and 
what we can have is a Heaven-sent revival—a revival that will give glory to God, a 
revival that will give joy to the Church, and a revival that will see multitude billions here 
and billions around the world swept into the Kingdom of God. But, it’s up to us. I wonder 
if oceans of blood, and rivers of tears, and seas of sweat will be the price that this nation 
pays if she does not turn back to God. Now, I’m speaking today of revival in the church, 
because there can be no revival in the nation until there is, first of all, revival in the 
church. 

Now, let me read to you a verse—1 Kings 18: “Then said Elijah unto the people, I, 
even I only, remain a prophet of the LORD; but Baal’s prophets are four hundred and 
fifty men” (1 Kings 18:22). Now, the episode that’s in 1 King 18 is a long one, and I’m 
going to try to set the stage to let you know what this scripture is all about. There were 
dark days in Israel. Ahab, the wicked king—and the Bible says there was none like 
Ahab, none as evil as Ahab of all the kings that went before him (1 Kings 21:25)—Ahab 
was the king. Jezebel was the queen, and she egged him on and prodded him on in his 
wickedness. God sent judgment upon the land. For three-and-one-half years, it had not 
rained. Have you ever wondered if what happens in nature and in the storms may be 
the judgment of God? For three-and-a-half years, it had not rained, and Elijah knew that 
it was time for a showdown. Now, he was one man. There were 450 prophets of Baal. 

Who was Baal? What was Baal? Baal was a false idol god, a filthy god, an obscene 
god. He was a Canaanite god that the people of Israel were beginning to worship. He 
was a god of fertility, and so they worshiped him by fornication and prostitution. Also, 
little children were sacrificed to Baal. And, here is Elijah, the prophet of God; over here 
are 450 prophets of Baal. And, Elijah challenged Ahab, and said, “Let’s have a 
showdown. I challenge you. Get your prophets, your 450 prophets, and meet me on 
Mount Carmel, and we’re going to have a contest. We’re going to put a sacrifice on an 
altar. And then, I want the 450 prophets of Baal to pray, and then I’m going to pray. And, 
the god that answers by fire, let him be God.” 

Now, it was done. The sacrifice was prepared. A young bull was placed on the altar, 
and Elijah said, “You go first. You pray first.” And, the prophets of Baal went through 
their incantations; they begin to shout at Baal and to plead with Baal, and there was no 
answer. So, they got sharp sticks and stones and began to cut themselves and cry out 
to Baal, “O Baal—O Baal—hear us!” No answer. Elijah mocked them. He said, “Cry 
louder. Maybe he’s asleep, or maybe he’s gone on a vacation, or maybe he’s gone to 
relieve himself. Cry louder.” And, all day long they cried out. And then, at the time of the 
evening sacrifice, Elijah prayed: “O Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Jacob, let it be 
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know this day that Thou art God in Israel, and that I’ve done all these things according 
to Thy word” (1 Kings 18:26–36). And then, folks, “the fire of the LORD fell” (1 Kings 
18:38). 

I. The Enemies of Revival
Now, here are some things I want us to learn for our own hearts today, because this is 
more than just a story. I want us to see who the enemies of revival are, and they’re 
delineated here in this 18th chapter. And, I want you to listen carefully, because you may 
hear your name as we think about them. 

A. The Compromisers
The first enemy of revival are compromisers, and they’re represented by Obadiah. Look, 
if you will, in verses 3 through 6: “[Then] Ahab called Obadiah, which was the governor 
of his house. (Now Obadiah feared the LORD greatly”—that is, he was a godly man—
“For it was so, [that] when Jezebel cut off the prophets of the LORD, that Obadiah took 
an hundred prophets, and hid them by fifty in a cave, and fed them with bread and 
water.) And Ahab said unto Obadiah, Go into [all] the land, unto…the fountains of water, 
and unto all the brooks: peradventure we may find grass to save the horses and mules 
alive, that we lose not all the beasts. So they divided the land between them to pass 
throughout it: [and] Ahab went one way by himself, and Obadiah went another way by 
himself” (1 Kings 18:3–6). 

Now, Obadiah is a classic case of compromise. Remember, he feared the Lord. 
Remember, now, that Ahab is wicked. And yet, Obadiah is fellowshipping with, serving 
Ahab. He’s like so many in this congregation today: in your heart, you love the Lord, but 
you’ve compromised. There’s very little difference between you and the people of this 
world, and you’re serving filthy habits and doing things that are a disgrace to Almighty 
God. 

Now, why were they looking for grass? Because it had not rained for three-and-one-
half years, and the livestock was dying. And so, Ahab said to Obadiah, “You go this 
way. I’ll go that way. Let’s see if we can find some grass to feed the livestock” (1 Kings 
18:5). Dr. Vance Havner reminds us of something that’s very poignant to me: he said, 
“Obadiah, backslidden and compromising, was looking for grass when he should have 
been praying for rain.” Now, the lack of rain was the judgment of Almighty God. Do you 
know our churches today are doing that? We’re looking for grass rather than praying for 
rain. We’re trying, with personalities, propaganda, promotion, programs—all of this is 
grass—we’re trying to keep the whole thing going when what we need is a Holy Spirit 
revival. 

Are you a compromiser? Do you love the Lord now as much as you used to? 
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Remember when you got saved, and the joy of your sin was forgiven, and you felt like 
you just had a bath, and there was joy and victory—do you remember that? Remember 
when you used to pray and your prayers were fervent, and you could point to specific 
answers to prayer? Do you remember when the Bible was real to you, how precious it 
was, and you could hardly wait to get a new morsel of food from the Word of God? Do 
you remember that? Do you remember, dear friend, when your testimony had a ring to it 
and people were touched by your life? 

Obadiah was a compromiser, and he had no testimony. And, if he had unsaved 
children or unsaved neighbors, they would have to be dragged over his compromise in 
order to come to Christ. Many of you have children who are going to die and go to Hell 
because you’re compromising. Many of you have neighbors that are lost and will remain 
lost because, rather than coming out from among them and being separate, you have 
compromised. Now, the first enemy of revival, therefore, is a compromiser. Are you one 
of them? 

B. The Corrupt
The second enemy of revival: the corrupt—the corrupt. This is represented by Ahab and 
Jezebel. Notice, if you will, in the passage of Scripture (1 Kings 18), let’s look in verses 
17 through 18: “And it came to pass, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said unto him, 
Art thou he that troubleth Israel? And he answered, I have not troubled Israel; but thou, 
and thy father’s house, in that ye have forsaken the commandments of the LORD, and 
hast followed Baalim” (1 Kings 18:17–18). Now, here, Ahab and the king and Elijah the 
prophet face off. And, Ahab said to Elijah, “You, sir, are a troublemaker.” And, Elijah 
said, “It’s not me, Bud; it’s you. You’re the one that troubles Israel with your 
wickedness.” Now, the Bible tells us in the 21st chapter of this same book, “There was 
none like Ahab, which did sell himself to [do] wickedness” (1 Kings 21:25). He was the 
epitome of wickedness. And so, the corrupt are out there—these who hate God, they 
hate Christ, they hate the Bible, they hate revival, they hate you, and they hate the 
President for his evangelical faith. They hate him. 

Former Vice President Al Gore said a few days ago that the President is part of a 
peculiar type of religiosity, and he said, “This is represented not only here in the United 
States, but represented in Saudi Arabia with the fundamentalistic religion that they 
have.” Do you know what he was saying? He was saying that the President’s 
evangelical faith is like the blind fanaticism that drives airplanes into towers and cuts the 
throats of the innocent—kills little children in a school, beheads victims. And, he said, 
“It’s the same—it’s the same thing.” Over here you have the President, who is like these 
folks over here. Now friend, I want to tell you, that is blasphemy—blasphemy! If you 
hold the same evangelical faith that the President holds, you have been equated and 

Copyright ©2022 Love Worth Finding Ministries, Inc. | Used by permission from the Rogers Family Trust. | www.LWF.org/ARLC 
90



compared to wicked terrorists. 
There are those who hate Christ. They hate the Bible. “Oh,” you say, “don’t they talk 

religion?” So did Ahab. Now, listen to your pastor: all of the Ahabs and the Jezebels in 
this world cannot stop revival. Don’t you be intimidated by these people. We ought to 
give them insomnia—we really should. Now, don’t expect to be loved and flattered by 
this world. A lady said to me recently, “Oh Pastor, everybody loves you.” I said, “Ha-ha! 
They don’t love me—not everybody.” And, I wear that like a badge of honor. The Bible 
says, “Beware when all men speak well of you” (Luke 6:26). Elijah was called a 
troublemaker. 

Now, there are the compromisers. That’s an enemy of revival. There are the Ahabs. 
He is an enemy of revival. But, I want to tell you the Ahabs cannot hold back revival like 
the Obadiahs can. 

C. The Confused
Now, thirdly, there were the confused—the confused—that are represented by the 
crowd there. Look, if you will, in chapter 18, verses 19 through 21: “Now therefore 
send”—this is Elijah’s challenge to Ahab—“Now therefore send, and gather to me all 
Israel unto mount Carmel, and the prophets of Baal four hundred and fifty, and the 
prophets of the groves four hundred, which eat at Jezebel’s table. So Ahab sent unto all 
the children of Israel, and gathered the prophets together unto mount Carmel. And 
Elijah came unto all the people, and said”—now, listen to this—“How long halt ye 
between two opinions?”—that is, “How long is it going to be before you get off the 
fence? You halt between two opinions”—“if the LORD be God, follow him: but if Baal, 
then follow him. And the people answered him not a word” (1 Kings 18:19–21). 

There they were. There was Yahweh, Jehovah God. There was Baal, the filthy 
Canaanite god. And, Elijah challenged these people. They were confused. He said, 
“Make up your mind. Stop wavering between two opinions. If God is God, serve Him. If 
Baal is god, serve him. But, get off the fence.” Now, that represents most of the people 
in America today with their synergistic religion. They may tip their hat to God and tip 
their hat to Baal. And, about the only crime in America today is to say there’s one way to 
Heaven. Jesus is the only way. There is a fixed standard of right and wrong. But, there 
are people who want to live in moral ambivalence and not stand up for the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and there are multitudes and multitudes and multitudes like this. And, do you 
know why I believe they were on the fence? They had not seen enough power in the 
people of God to convince them. The problem is not out there, folks; the problem is in 
here. Have your neighbors seen enough of the power of God in your life to convince 
them? Your family members—have they seen enough radical difference in your life to 
convince them? 
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On the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit came with Holy Spirit fire, and the people 
were gathered there. And, the Bible says they were all amazed, and they said, “What 
meaneth this?” (Acts 2:12)—“What is this?” That is, there was something there that they 
could not explain. And then, they cried out and said, “What must we do?” (Acts 2:37). 
They needed to be saved. Now listen, ladies and gentlemen: we’re trying to get them to 
ask the second question before they ask the first question. Is there anything about you, 
is there anything about Adrian, is there anything about this church that is inexplicable 
apart from the power of God? That’s the part that’s going to cause people to believe. If 
you’re just like your neighbor—you go to the same amusements, you smoke the same 
things, you drink the same things, you watch the same things, the same filth—then 
you’re a compromiser; you’re like Obadiah. And, I’m telling you, the people out here, the 
crowd—they can’t see the difference, so they’re sitting on the fence. But, they are 
watching you. 

One more time, religion is in the newspaper. They are watching evangelical 
Christians this year perhaps more than any other time. We need to show them a 
demonstration of the love, and faith, and power of Almighty God that will move them off 
the fence. And, I am convinced—I’m convinced, as I said earlier—that there are literally 
millions who will be swept into the Kingdom of God that’ll get off the fence and come to 
Jesus if we have genuine revival. 

D. The Competitors
Now, there’s another group that is an enemy of revival, and these are the competitors. 
They’re represented by the priests of Baal. Look, if you will, in 1 King chapter 18, verse 
22: “Then…Elijah [said] unto the people, I, even I only, remain a prophet of the LORD; 
but Baal’s prophets are four hundred and fifty men” (1 Kings 18:22). Elijah was in the 
minority. Bible-believing Christians are always in the minority. Over here is one man, a 
prophet of God; over here are 450 prophets of a false god. We are a chosen people, a 
minority in this world. We are twice-born; they are once-born. And, we’re going to find 
ourselves going against the tide most of the time. And, these people were demon-
possessed, and the devil is having a revival in this day with occultism, demonism, 
witchcraft, humanism like never before. And, there is a competition: there are those who 
are vying for the souls of your boys and your girls, but they are not greater than our 
God. “Greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world” (1 John 4:4). We don’t 
need to be fearful. We don’t need to be afraid of all the minions of Hell. God has given 
you authority over all the power of the enemy (Luke 10:19). It’s time you realized that. 

Now, these are the enemies of revival. 
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II. The Elements of Revival
What are the elements of revival? What is revival? How is revival going to come about? 

A. The Solidarity of God’s People
Well, first of all, there will be the solidarity of God’s people—the solidarity of God’s 
people. Look, if you will, here in 1 Kings 18, verses 30 and 31: “And Elijah said unto all 
the people, Come near unto me. And all the people came near unto him. And he 
repaired the altar of the LORD that was broken down. And Elijah took twelve stones, 
according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, unto whom the word of the 
LORD came, saying, Israel shall be thy name” (1 Kings 18:30–31). The altar was 
scattered—a stone here, a stone there. Elijah takes 12 stones representing the unity of 
God’s people, because, you see, ladies and gentlemen, it is unity that brings us 
together, that makes the altar significant. God wants unity in His Church. 

Now, don’t come to find fault; don’t come to criticize. If you’re looking for something 
to find fault with, you can start with the man behind the pulpit. I have faults. God knows 
it. I hate them. There’s nothing in this church that’s going to please everybody about 
everything, but the Bible says, “[Oh,] how good and…pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity!” (Psalm 133:1). And, to dwell together, don’t miss the church services. 
Don’t sit out. Don’t be on the sideline. Let God’s people come together. “They were in 
one accord in one place on the day of Pentecost” (Acts 2:1). There is the solidarity of 
God’s people. 

B. The Separation from the World
Now, number two: There was the separation from the world. Now look, if you will, here 
in verse 32: “And with the stones he built an altar in the name of the LORD: and he 
made a trench about the altar, as great as would contain two measures of seed” (1 
Kings 18:32). Now, here’s the altar with the 12 stones; and then, here is Elijah, and he 
makes a trench all around the altar. What was that trench for? It was highly symbolic. 
He was saying, “There is a difference in the altar fellowship and the people of the world. 
There is a line of demarcation.” 

Now, separation is something we don’t hear about much any more, but the Bible has 
said, “Come [ye] out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord…touch not 
the unclean thing; and I will receive you” (2 Corinthians 6:17). Is your life a life of 
holiness? Is it a life of separation from this world, or do you do the same things on the 
Lord’s Day that others do? Do you go to the same places of amusement? Can you be 
found at the gambling casinos? Can you be found in the nightclubs? Can alcoholic 
beverages be found in your refrigerator? Are you that way, or are you different? What 
Elijah was saying is, “There needs to be divine difference.” A Christian ought to stand 
out like a gardenia in a coalmine. There ought to be a difference in our hearts and in our 
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lives. Now, there was to be a difference if there was to be revival. James 4, verse 4 
says this: “Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world 
is [warfare] with God?” (James 4:4). Your worldliness makes you a spiritual adulterer 
and a spiritual rebel against Almighty God. 

C. The Sacrifice of Jesus
Now, here’s the third element of revival: not only the separation from the world, but the 
sacrifice of Jesus—the sacrifice of Jesus. Notice in verse 33: “And he put the wood in 
order”—this is…Elijah did this—“and cut the bullock in pieces, and laid him [upon] the 
wood, and said, Fill four barrels with water, and pour it on the burnt sacrifice, and on the 
wood” (1 Kings 18:33). Now, what did that sacrifice represent—just a bull upon an altar, 
just the blood of some animal? No, every Old Testament sacrifice—bloody sacrifice—
pointed to Calvary. If you don’t understand that, you’re not going to understand the 
Bible. The Book of Hebrews says, “It’s impossible that the blood of bulls and goats can 
take away sin” (Hebrews 10:4). This was a picture, a prophecy, an illustration, of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. What it spoke of was the power of the blood of Jesus Christ. 

In the Book of the Revelation, we read about a great dragon, and then we read 
about the saints who go to war against this dragon. And, the Bible says the saints 
“overcame [the dragon] by the blood of the Lamb” (Revelation 12:11). Do you believe in 
the power of Calvary? Jesus, when He died upon that cross, said, “Now is the…prince 
of this world…cast out”—“now is the judgment of this world” (John 12:31). It’s already 
passed—2,000 years ago. Satan rules a doomed domain. Satan sails a sinking ship. 
His back is broken by the death, the blood, of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. And, 
we need to pray in the authority of the shed blood of Jesus Christ and believe that there 
can be victory in the shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

D. The Supernatural Power of God
And, once you apply the sacrifice of Calvary, then you’re going to know the supernatural 
power of God, and that’s the fourth element. Notice what happened here. First Kings 18, 
verses 33 through 35: “And he”—that is, “Elijah”—“put the wood in order, and cut the 
bullock in pieces, and laid him on the wood, and said, Fill four barrels with water, and 
pour it on the burnt sacrifice”—I remind you, the sacrifice had not yet been burned, but 
in Elijah’s mind it was—“and pour it on the burnt sacrifice, and on the wood. And he 
said, Do it the second time. And they did it the second time. And he said, Do it the third 
time. And they did it the third time. And the water ran round about the altar; and he filled 
the trench also with water” (1 Kings 18:33–35). Everything is sopping wet. Now 
remember, there was a contest, and the god that answers by fire is to be God. How 
many of you have ever started a fire with water—12 barrels of water? This is highly 
symbolic. First of all, he’s showing the power of God. He was showing that when the fire 
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falls, it will not be spontaneous combustion; it will be supernatural. 
You know, so many of us are complaining. We say, “Well, it’s this thing and that 

thing and so forth, and we can’t have revival.” Friend, a God who can’t burn wet wood is 
no good. Don’t get the idea that because everything is soaking wet that we can’t have 
fire. Elijah wanted to show the mighty fire of God that would come down. And, when the 
fire fell, friend, it consumed the sacrifice, and the stones, and the wood, and the water 
that was in the trench, and it licked up the dust that was there. Why was this? This was 
a demonstration of the power of Almighty God. 

Also, I want to remind you that water is an emblem and a symbol of the precious 
Holy Spirit of God. When we take the blood and the Spirit, oh my, what power there is 
for revival! 

E. The Strength of Believing Prayer
Now, next, there’s the strength of believing prayer. Now, Elijah knows it’s time to pray, 
and notice verses 36 and 37: “And it came to pass at the time of the offering of the 
evening sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came near, and said, LORD God of Abraham, 
Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this day that thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy 
servant, and that I have done all these things at thy word. Hear me, O LORD, hear me, 
that [the] people may know that thou art the LORD God, and that thou hast turned their 
heart back again” (1 Kings 18:36–37). 

Now, here’s a man who’s praying. His prayer was powerful. It was pointed; it was 
precise. What was the burden of his prayer? Not for Israel’s sake, not for his sake, but 
for the glory of God. Do you want revival so your family can be happier? Do you want 
revival so your church can be grander? Do you want revival because your nation can be 
stronger? Do you want revival because the denomination may lead all other 
denominations? The prayer that brings revival is a prayer for the glory of God. Jesus 
prayed and said, “Father, glorify [Your] name” (John 12:28). Do you want God’s name to 
be glorified in your life? If not, you’ll not have revival. I mean, if the burning desire of 
your heart is not for the glory of God, your prayers are like a clanging gong and a 
tinkling cymbal. Now, there’s prayer, but this prayer was based upon the bloody 
sacrifice and the Spirit that was there. 

III. The Evidences of Revival
Now, let’s go, thirdly, and think in the few moments that we have left about the 
evidences of revival. When we overcome the enemies of revival and when we 
remember the elements of revival, then it follows, as night follows day, we’re going to 
see the evidence of revival. Now, notice what the evidence was—1 Kings chapter 18, 
verses 38 and 39: “Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, 
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and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the 
trench. And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said, The 
LORD, he is the God; the LORD, he is the God” (1 Kings 18:38–39). This was revival on 
the mountaintop. “The fire of the LORD fell” (1 Kings 18:38). I’ve reminded you before 
that the test is not fame, not figures, not faith; the test is fire, Holy Ghost fire—not false 
fire, but Holy Ghost fire. Now, what does fire do? 

A. Fire that Consumes
First of all, fire consumes. When this Holy Spirit fire fell from Heaven, it consumed the 
altar, it consumed the wood, it consumed the water, it consumed the dust, and it 
consumed the burnt sacrifice. Now remember, that sacrifice was a picture of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Had the fire fallen that day and there had been no sacrifice, the fire would 
have fallen on all those round about. You see, Jesus is your substitute. One of these 
days, as surely as I’m standing here, the fire of God will fall. He’s going to fall in 
judgment or fall in convicting power, but heavenly fire consumes. And, one of these 
days, all that this world has yearned for and sold its soul for is going to turn to ashes 
when the fire of the Lord falls. I pray that there will be a fire today that will consume our 
waywardness, our sinfulness, our wickedness. Fire consumes. 

B. Fire that Convicts
But, not only does fire consume; fire convicts. I mean, here were these people sitting on 
the sideline. What did they want? Not a new definition of the gospel, but a new 
demonstration of the gospel. When they saw this, they couldn’t explain it. That brings us 
back to what I said before: What is there in my life, in your life, in our life that cannot be 
explained? When the fire falls, it consumes. When the fire falls, it convicts. 

C. Fire that Converts
And, when the fire falls, it converts. The people said, “Yahweh is God. Jehovah is God” 
(1 Kings 18:39). There was an evangelistic crusade on that mountaintop, and all the 
prophets of Baal were put to shame. And, Almighty God was glorified, and people got 
off the fence and gave their hearts to God. Don’t you long to see that happen? 

Conclusion 
I had a birthday today—I have one today. I don’t know how many more birthdays I’m 
going to have. However, birthdays are good for you. The more you have, the longer you 
live. I don’t know how many more birthdays I’m going to have. I don’t know how many 
years, how many months, how many days, how many hours I may have. But, I long to 
see a Holy Ghost revival, a Heaven-sent revival, a fire from Heaven revival, where we 
see millions in America swept into the Kingdom of God, people get off the fence and 
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come over on our side, God’s side, and around the world billions of people come to 
Jesus Christ. Do you believe it’s possible, or do you believe that the wood is too wet to 
burn? Do you believe that Ahab is greater than Elijah? Do you believe that the blood of 
Jesus Christ has lost its power? Do you believe that God is too weak to save, that God’s 
ear is dull that He cannot hear and that God’s arm is shortened that He cannot save 
(Isaiah 59:1)? No! God is God. And, as long as there’s a God in Heaven, we can have 
revival. And, the Lord Jesus said, “Lo, I am with you always, even [to] the end of the 
[age]” (Matthew 28:20). “And in the last days, I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
saith the Lord” (Acts 2:17). O God, send revival! 

Listen, if we can’t have revival in the world, let’s have it in America. If we can’t have 
revival in America, let’s have it in Tennessee. If we can’t have revival in Tennessee, 
let’s have revival in Memphis. If we can’t have revival in Memphis, let’s have revival in 
Bellevue. If we can’t have revival in Bellevue, let’s have revival in your family. And, if we 
can’t have revival in your family, let’s have revival in you. Stop looking around, and get 
on your face before God. Let your heart be broken before God. Plead the blood of 
Jesus and pray, “O God, let the fire fall in my life.” 

Bow your heads in prayer. Heads are bowed, and eyes are closed. Would you make 
that your prayer? “Lord, send a revival, and let it begin in me. O God, if I’ve been 
compromising like Obadiah, I repent of it. God, I want to come out from the people of 
this world and be separate.” Or, “God, if I have been thinking that the devil and his 
power is greater than Your power, forgive me for my unbelief.” Friend, if you have been 
on the fence, would you say, “Lord, I want to get off the fence and onto Your side”? If 
you’ve been compromising with this world, you get on the right side of that trench. 
Would you pray right now—I’m going to wait just a moment—and say, “Lord, help me 
not to forget the message. Help me, dear Lord God, to experience revival and to be an 
agent of revival”? 

Now, while heads are bowed, I want to speak a word to those of you who don’t have 
the assurance of your salvation—you don’t know for certain if you died today you would 
go to Heaven. That burden of sin has never been lifted from you, and you don’t have the 
deep peace and joy that a child of God ought to have. I want to guide you and lead you 
in a decision time. And, in this moment, where you are, right in that seat—I mean, 
today—you can receive Jesus Christ as your personal Savior, and you can be as saved 
today as the greatest saint that ever lived. No one’s just partly saved. To be partly 
saved is to be altogether lost. To be saved means that your sin is forgiven. To be saved 
means that God, through the Spirit, lives in your life. To be saved means that you have 
a hope that is steadfast and sure in Heaven. 

If you would like to be saved, I invite you to pray a prayer like this. And, make these 
words your words, if they can. Just pray it, if you can; pray it silently, but fervently: “Dear 
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God”—that’s right. Just talk to Him—“Dear God, I know that You love me, and I know 
that You want to save me. Jesus, You died to save me. You shed Your blood to save 
me if I would trust You. I do trust You. Right now, this moment, I receive You into my life 
by faith as my Lord and Savior, and I give my life back to You to serve You and to live 
for You. Come into my heart. Forgive my sin. Save me, Lord Jesus”—pray it, and mean 
it—“Save me, Lord Jesus.” 

Did you ask Him? Then, thank Him for doing it. Right now, if you were sincere, thank 
Him for doing it; and then, pray, “Lord, help me to make it public, not to be ashamed of 
You. In Your holy name I pray. Amen.” 

Now, here’s what we’re going to do. Look up here. We’re going to conclude the 
service this morning with what we call a “gospel invitation.” And, all of those of you who 
prayed, and those of you who did not pray, but you know that you needed to and maybe 
you need a little more help—I’m going to ask you to leave your seat and come forward. 
Standing at the head of each of these aisles all the way across the front will be a man of 
God, a minister of our church, to welcome you when you come. If you’re in the balcony, 
you can come to that banner over there that says, “Redeemer,” or this one in this corner 
that says, “Messiah.” A minister will be waiting there to welcome you. 

“Well, Pastor Rogers, why do you want me to come?” Well, the Bible says, “Let the 
redeemed of the LORD say so” (Psalm 107:2). And, if you’re truly saved, you need to 
acknowledge Christ as your Lord and Savior. If you could put me on the tallest building 
or mountain in the world and give me a megaphone where I could speak to all six billion 
people, I’d want to tell them I love Jesus—I know Jesus. Don’t be ashamed of Jesus. 
These people love you. They’re praying for you. They’ve all—most of them—have done 
what I want you to do. They’ve already acknowledged Christ as their Savior. Your 
coming will give them joy. “Well, Pastor, I’ve never done that. What would I say when I 
go down there?” Just say, “I’m trusting Jesus.” “And, what will happen?” Well, we’ll 
rejoice. We’ll give you some scripture to stand on, and we’ll go to a quieter place and 
have a prayer of commitment with you. It’ll take just a few moments, and it can be one 
of the sweetest times you’ve ever known. And, it will give God glory, and it will help 
settle it and seal it in your heart that you do mean business with God. 

There are others here today who need a church home. Remember I talked about the 
unity of God’s people? You need to belong—not just say, “that church,” but “my church”; 
not just, “that pastor,” but “my pastor”; not, “what they’re doing”—“what we’re doing.” 
You need to be a part of God’s team. Now, I’m going to ask you to come, and come 
forward at the same time these others are coming. You can lead the way for these 
others. And, you say to the minister, “I want to place my membership here.” Now, I’m 
talking to those who are already saved. Membership is not a substitute for salvation. 
But, you come and say, “I want to place my membership here,” and the minister will tell 
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you how you may become a member of this glorious, wonderful church. 
Now, when we stand and sing, there are others of you who may want to just come 

and kneel here and not speak to one of the ministers, but just go right past and kneel 
and pray and do business with God. You’re welcome to do that. You might want a friend 
to go and pray with you. You say to the minister, “I need someone to pray for me,” and 
someone will do that. But, first of all, those of you who prayed that prayer with me, you 
step and say, “I’m trusting Jesus.” Those of you who need a church home, as soon as 
we begin to sing, I want you to come. Now, our deacons are coming forward to be ready 
to minister to you, and I’m praying that all over this building people will be touched by 
the finger of God. 

Father God, O Father, bless in this invitation. May that which is real, and holy, and 
lasting be done. In the strong, saving name of Jesus. 

Now, Jesus said, “If you’ll confess Me before men, I’ll confess you before My Father 
in Heaven” (Matthew 10:32). Let’s stand together as we sing. 
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“And Elijah said unto all the people, Come near unto me. And all the people came near 
unto him. And he repaired the altar of the LORD that was broken down. And Elijah took 
twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, unto whom 
the word of the LORD came, saying, Israel shall be thy name: and with the stones he 

built an altar in the name of the LORD.” 
1 KINGS 18:30 

Outline 
Introduction	  
I. The Compromisers
II. The Corrupt
III. The Complacent
IV. The Competitors
V. The Courageous

A. Solidarity
B. Separation
C. Sacrifice
D. The Spirit
E. Supplication

1. Precise Prayer
2. Purposeful Prayer

Conclusion	  

Introduction 
Today we are thinking on this subject: “The Formula for Revival.” “And it came to pass 
after many days, that the word of the LORD came to Elijah in the third year, saying, Go, 
shew thyself unto Ahab; and I will send rain upon the earth. And Elijah went to shew 
himself unto Ahab. And there was a sore famine in Samaria” (1 Kings 18:1–2). 

The people in Samaria were in a difficult situation. There had been a drought in the 
land for three years; not a drop of rain had fallen. And the reason there was no rain was 
that God was judging the land. And they were in a crisis, but the crisis was about to end, 
for God knew that before long the fire would fall from heaven and then the rain would 
come. And that’s the sequence: first the fire, and then the rain; first the cleansing fire, 
and then the cooling flood. The fire represents God’s cleansing judgment; the flood 
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represents the showers of blessing, as we are going to see in just a moment. 
America is in difficulty. We as a nation are facing a crisis, a real crisis. Shelby 

County is a spiritual disaster. Many Christians have no power in their hearts and homes, 
their lives, the power that they ought to have, the power you need. America needs, 
Southern Baptists need, this world needs, a revival. And I believe that we can find here 
in 1 Kings chapter 18 the formula for revival, because in those dark days God sent 
revival to Israel; and what God did for Israel, God can do in America, and God can do 
now. So this is not what God has said; this is what God is saying. This is not what God 
is saying to people in general, or people over yonder; this is what God is saying to you, 
now, today. You need revival. And I want you to listen as we speak about this formula 
for revival. 

Now there was a terrible day in Elijah’s day. Ahab was on the throne. Jezebel was 
his queen. Sin was rampant. The altar of Jehovah was broken down. And the truth of 
God was being dragged through the dust. It was a dark day. And yet God sent revival. 
My heart is yearning and burning and pleading for revival in our time. So pay attention 
with me. As we look in this eighteenth chapter of 1 Kings, we are going to meet a 
succession of characters. Many of them are enemies of revival, and one of them was 
the tool that God used to bring revival. I want you to listen as the roll is called in this 
chapter, and listen carefully, for you may hear your name as we study the people here 
in 1 Kings chapter 18. 

I. The Compromisers
The first group of people I want us to notice and think about are the compromisers that 
are represented by a man named Obadiah. And I continue our reading now in verse 3: 
“And Ahab called Obadiah, which was the governor of his house. (Now Obadiah feared 
the LORD greatly: for it was so, when Jezebel cut off the prophets of the LORD, that 
Obadiah took an hundred prophets, and hid them by fifty in a cave, and fed them with 
bread and water.) And Ahab said unto Obadiah, Go into the land, unto all fountains of 
water, and unto all brooks: peradventure we may find grass to save the horses and 
mules alive, that we lose not all the beasts” (1 Kings 18:3–5). 

Now Obadiah was a good man, and the Bible tells us in verse 3 that he “feared the 
LORD greatly.” Not only was he a good man, but in a sense he was a sacrificing man, 
because he fed the prophets of Jehovah God who were hiding out from the treacherous 
Jezebel, hiding in a cave. And here was Obadiah, God’s man, bringing to them bread 
and bringing to them water. It is very obvious that he was a good man, but it is very sad 
that he was in league with Ahab. There was not a man on the face of the earth more 
wicked than Ahab, and here was Obadiah, who had taken a side with Ahab rather than 
taking a stand with Elijah. We’re going to meet Elijah a little later. Elijah was God’s 
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prophet. He was God’s man. Now without having time to go into all of it, may I simply 
say that Obadiah was a good man, but he was a compromiser. 

I believe that I am speaking to a good number of men and women who are just like 
Obadiah. You are good people. You love the Lord. You fear the Lord. You give of your 
money. And you serve the Lord in your own way. But you’ve compromised, and you’ve 
sold out to the world. And you’ve become sort of a worldly Christian. You’re more in 
league with Ahab than you are with Elijah. It’s not that you don’t love God. You do love 
God. I’m talking to some of you doctors. I’m talking to some of you lawyers. I’m talking 
to some of you business leaders. I’m talking to some of you school teachers. If you were 
to take an out-and-out stand for God—I mean, go for God, and let the devil take the 
high road, it doesn’t matter what anybody else thinks—no telling what would happen in 
America. But we have a generation of nice, cultured people who love God, but 
somehow they’ve managed to stay in league with the powers that be. 

The Bible says in James 4:4 that “friendship [with] the world is enmity with God.” The 
person who is in league with this world is guilty of high treason against his king. Billy 
Sunday said, “We talk about worldly Christians: We might as well talk about heavenly 
devils as talk about a worldly Christian.” The Bible says, “Come out from among them, 
and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive 
you” (2 Corinthians 6:17). 

Here was Obadiah. What was he doing? It’s almost pathetic. Look in verse 5: “And 
Ahab said unto Obadiah, Go into the land, unto all fountains of water, and unto all 
brooks: peradventure we may find grass to save the horses and mules alive, that we 
lose not all the beasts.” Here was a poor, pitiful preacher searching for grass when he 
ought to have been praying for rain. You see, dear friend, the drought was but the 
symbol of the judgment of God. The reason they didn’t have any grass was they didn’t 
have any rain. And the reason they didn’t have any rain was they didn’t have any 
revival. 

There are a lot of good men who are willing to go search for grass. And if the church 
needs a little more grass, a little more money, a little more of this or that—I don’t want 
anybody to put any wrong interpretations on that word grass—you are willing to do that. 
You’re willing to give. You’re willing to maintain the status quo. You’re willing to try to 
help get through the drought. But friend, you don’t need to just get through the drought. 
What we need is for men and women to stand up for God. What we need are showers 
of blessing. What we need is real revival. 

Perhaps I’m talking to a compromiser. Do you remember how it was when you first 
got saved? Do you remember the joy and the happiness and the thrill? Do you 
remember how you used to pray, and it seemed like the heavens opened, and God’s 
Spirit came down, and God answered your prayer? Do you remember when you used to 
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read this book and it used to burst aflame in your hand? Do you remember how you 
used to pray and testify for the Lord Jesus Christ and there was power and conviction 
and souls were saved? It’s not happening anymore. Somehow you’ve gotten 
successful. Somehow you’ve cooled down. Somehow you’ve come in league with this 
world and you’ve become a friend of this world. It’s not that you don’t love God; you do 
love God. You come to church on Sunday morning, but you’re not out-and-out for God. 
You’re not willing to bear the reproach of the Lord Jesus Christ. You’ve got one foot in 
the world, one foot in the church, and you’re miserable in both worlds. You have to pity 
the Obadiahs who don’t have enough grace to serve God all the way and don’t have 
enough courage to serve the devil all the way. 

Here was a man who feared God and who was in league with Ahab. God give us 
some men, some women, some boys and girls, who will not compromise, who will be 
different. The compromisers: They are the alibi of lost people, and they, ladies and 
gentlemen, are the stumbling block to the saints of God. Deliver us from the 
compromisers. 

II. The Corrupt
But I want you to notice another category of persons there that day. These are the 
corrupt. Look in verse 17: “And it came to pass, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said 
unto him, Art thou he that troubleth Israel?” (1 Kings 18:17). Now we meet Ahab. Ahab 
was absolutely, totally corrupt. He didn’t love God. Actually, he hated God. He was vile, 
immoral, lascivious, wicked, and cruel. Notice what the Bible says about Ahab in 1 
Kings 16:30—look at that verse. The Bible says there concerning Ahab, “And Ahab the 
son of Omni did evil in the sight of the LORD above all that were before him. “Look if 
you will please in verse 33, “And Ahab made a grove, and Ahab did more to provoke the 
Lord God of Israel to anger than all of the kings of Israel which were before him” (1 
Kings 16:30). 

The corrupt man, Ahab—we meet him, and we’ll meet them. They are here in the 
city of Memphis, Tennessee. They are here in the South. They are here in America. 
They are all over the world. They hate God, they hate Christ, they hate the Bible, they 
hate the church, they hate you, they hate me, and well they ought. Ahab hated Elijah. 
Ahab looked at Elijah and said, “You’re the one who is causing all this trouble.” Elijah 
said, “It’s not me, Ahab; it’s you and your house.” 

But there are a lot of people in this world who think that we’re troublemakers. There 
are a lot of pornographers who would like to get rid of us. There are a lot of whiskey 
dealers who would like to get rid of us. There are a lot of hate mongers and racists who 
would like to get rid of us. There are a lot of people who do not like what we stand for 
and what we believe and what we practice. We are a thorn in their side. 
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But that doesn’t make any difference to me. People are known by those who don’t 
like them. We ought to give these kinds of people insomnia. They ought not to like us. 
You can’t, dear friend, be a servant of the Lord Jesus Christ and not have some people 
who don’t like you. The Bible says, “Beware when all men speak well of you” (Luke 
6:26). 

There are the Ahabs who are corrupt, who oppose all that we do and all that we 
know the Bible says. But I want to say, all of the Ahabs in the world cannot stop us from 
getting revival. The problem is not the Ahabs; the problem is with the Obadiahs. 

Now I want you to understand that. God doesn’t say, “If only the government would 
straighten up, if only television would clean up, if only Hollywood would reform…” You 
can’t reform Hollywood. You might as well try to run a soda shop in hell as to reform 
Hollywood. You can’t reform it. That’s not where the problem is. The problem is with 
God’s people, with the Obadiahs. God said, “If my people, which are called by my 
name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked 
ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sins, and will heal their land” (2 
Chronicles 7:14). 

But we meet the corrupt. They are all around us. I cannot believe the depth of 
immorality, the unspeakable wickedness, the arrogance, that struts abroad in our land. 
Oh, my dear friend, we ought to tremble when we think of the wickedness that is abroad 
in our land. 

III. The Complacent
But I want to mention another category of persons that we are going to face. Not only 
the compromisers, and not only the corrupt, but we are also going to meet the 
complacent. Look again, if you will, please, in verse 20, as we continue to read: “So 
Ahab sent unto all the children of Israel, and gathered the prophets together unto mount 
Carmel. And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye between two 
opinions? If the LORD be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the people 
answered him not a word” (1 Kings 18:20–21). 

Now here were the fence-straddlers. They were on the fence. They had never made 
a commitment to Christ. They had never made a commitment to Baal. Baal was the 
false idol of that day. They were just simply sitting on the fence. And Elijah, God’s 
prophet, said to these complacent people, “How long are you going to halt between two 
opinions? If God is God, serve him.” And I want to say amen to that. Let me tell you 
something, friend, the biggest fool is not the man who says there is no God. The biggest 
fool is the man who says there is a God and then doesn’t serve Him. He’s a bigger fool 
yet. “If God be God, then serve Him; and if Baal be God, then serve him.” 

Then what did the people do? They didn’t even argue with him. They “answered him 
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not a word.” They took the Fifth Amendment. You feel like getting a pitchfork and trying 
to get them on one side or the other. There they are: the complacent. They didn’t know 
whether they wanted to serve God; they didn’t know whether they wanted to serve Baal. 
And I will tell you the reason I believe that they did not know. Because they’d not seen 
enough to convince them one way or the other. 

Do you know what’s wrong with our world today? Did you know that all over the city 
of Memphis, Tennessee there are people who have their eyes on us as Christians? And 
all over America today there are people who have their eyes on those who call 
themselves Christians. And all over the world today, because of the world situation, 
there are people who have their eyes upon us who call ourselves Christians. And 
they’ve heard enough preaching to bring in the millennium. It is not a definition of the 
gospel that we need; it is a new demonstration of the gospel that we need. These 
people, these blank-faced heathen, they don’t know whether to serve Baal; they don’t 
know whether to serve God. And the reason that they do not know is that so many of us 
have not shown the power of God in our lives. 

You remember on the day of Pentecost? There were two questions asked that day. 
You can read about them in Acts the second chapter, but don’t turn to them now. On the 
day of Pentecost, when God sent forth His mighty Pentecostal power, those people who 
were there could not understand it. In consternation, they asked this question: “What 
means this?” (Acts 2:12). And before long they were asking another question: “Men and 
brethren, what must we do?” (Acts 2:37). Do you know our problem today? We have 
tried to get them to ask the second question before they’ve asked the first question. 
We’ve tried to get them to ask, “What must we do?” before they ask, “What means 
this?” I mean, do they see anything in my life, in your life, in the life of the church, that 
cannot be explained by personality and propaganda and promotion? Is there something 
inexplicable? Is there something supernatural? Is there something about our lives that 
would cause them so say, “What does all of this mean?” When we start living that kind 
of a life, before long they are going to be asking the question, “What must we do?” 

But right now, they are sitting on the fence. They don’t know whether to serve 
Jehovah; they don’t know whether to serve Baal. They are just simply taking the Fifth 
Amendment, and they are complacent about the whole matter. Oh, may God give us a 
mighty demonstration on power of God in our hearts and in our lives! 

IV. The Competitors
Now I want to mention to you a fourth category of persons that we meet here. Not only 
do we meet the compromisers, the Obadiahs; not only do we meet the corrupt, the 
Ahabs; not only do we meet the complacent, the crowd who are sitting on the fence—all 
of these are enemies of revival—but also you’re going to meet the competitors, those 
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who are in business themselves to try to draw away the hearts and lives of people. 
Look, if you will, please, in verse 22: “Then said Elijah unto the people, I, even I only, 
remain a prophet of the LORD; but Baal’s prophets are four hundred and fifty men. Let 
them therefore give us two bullocks; and let them choose one bullock for themselves, 
and cut it in pieces, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under: and I will dress the other 
bullock, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under: and call ye on the name of your gods, 
and I will call on the name of the LORD: and the God that answereth by fire, let him be 
God…”—by the way, ladies and gentlemen, this is the test not of figures, or fame, or 
finance, but fire—“and the God that answereth by fire, let him be God. And all the 
people answered and said, It is well spoken” (1 Kings 18:22–24). 

Now this silent crowd is coming to life. There is going to be a contest. There is going 
to be a showdown on Mount Carmel. You see, who are the competitors? In that day, 
they were the priests of Baal. And what was Baal? Baal was an ungodly, licentious, 
demon god that they worshiped. And the priests of Baal were in competition with the 
prophets of God. 

Today, the church of the living God faces more competition than she’s ever known. 
There is a revival today, only the devil is having it. There is a revival of atheism, a 
revival of humanism, a revival of demonism, a revival of sorcery, a revival of immorality, 
like we’ve never seen before—a revival of idolatry, wickedness. It was so on Mount 
Carmel. Here was one prophet of God, 450 prophets of Baal. 

But I want to tell you something, ladies and gentlemen. You are going to find out that 
Elijah knew something you need to learn. That is, “Greater is he that is in [us], than he 
that is in the world” (1 John 4:4). And Elijah was not afraid of a showdown, for he knew 
who would win. We don’t have to be afraid of the organized, militant, demon forces of 
hell if we have the power of our God upon us. And he called for a contest. And I don’t 
have time to get into all that. I want you to read it, because it’s perhaps the most thrilling 
part, but I have something I want to say later, and so I’m just going to run past it, except 
that he called for a contest, and these prophets of Baal were powerless and they were 
impotent because they were bound by the mighty power of our God. 

I believe that Baal was energized by a demon spirit, and I believe that they were not 
wrestling against flesh and blood. But even though there are demon spirits, we don’t 
have to fear them. We read in the Bible that demons and fallen angels came into being 
when a third of the angels fell from heaven. But you think about that, friend, if a third of 
the angels fell, that means two-thirds didn’t fall. That means we have two angels for 
every demon, amen? “Greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.” 

And we’re going to meet the competition. We’re going to meet it head on. And the 
day is going to come and the day is already here where we just can’t announce that we 
are Baptists and we are Christians and expect people to flock in, because all over the 
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world there are strident forces and demonized religions saying, “Listen to us; hear us.” 
But they can’t hold back revival either. The Ahabs can’t hold back revival either. And the 
complacent can’t hold back revival either. Only God’s people who compromise can hold 
back revival. 

V. The Courageous
But I want you to notice again, not only do we meet the competition, but now move to 
the heart of what I want to say. We meet the courageous, represented by Elijah. Turn 
now to verse 30: “And Elijah said unto all the people, Come near unto me. And all the 
people came near unto him. And he repaired the altar of the LORD that was broken 
down. And Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons 
of Jacob, unto whom the word of the LORD came, saying, Israel shall be thy name: and 
with the stones he built an altar in the name of the LORD: and he made a trench about 
the altar, as great as would contain two measures of seed. And he put the wood in 
order, and cut the bullock in pieces, and laid him on the wood, and said, Fill four barrels 
with water, and pour it on the burnt sacrifice, and on the wood. And he said, Do it the 
second time. And they did it the second time. And he said, Do it the third time. And they 
did it the third time.” Now remember the God that answers by fire is going to be God. 
You don’t start a fire with water. What Elijah was showing is this isn’t going to be 
spontaneous combustion. A God that can’t burn wet wood is no good. Here the thing is 
sopping with water. “And the water ran round about the altar; and he filled the trench 
also with water. And it came to pass at the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, 
that Elijah the prophet came near, and said, LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and of 
Israel, let it be known this day that thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant, and 
that I have done all these things at thy word. Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that this 
people may know that thou art the LORD God, and that thou hast turned their heart 
back again” (1 Kings 18:30–37). 

And in these verses that I’ve just read to you starting in verse 30 we have the 
formula for revival. Do you want to see what it is? Do you want to see what this 
courageous man did that day on Mount Carmel that we may do and repeat in this day 
and this age? Let me give you the formula for revival. 

A. Solidarity
Number one: solidarity. Look again, if you would, please, in verse 30 and following: 
“And Elijah said unto all the people, Come near unto me. And all the people came near 
unto him. And he repaired the altar of the LORD that was broken down. And Elijah took 
twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, unto whom 
the word of the LORD came, saying, Israel shall be thy name: and with the stones he 
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built an altar in the name of the LORD.” 
Now what is this talking about? He brought these stones together, one stone for 

each of the 12 tribes of Israel. It was a symbol of God’s people coming together. It was 
a symbol of unity, and unity built around the altar. How are we going to come together? 
What is the source of our unity? What is the source of our fellowship? It must be 
Calvary’s cross. This Old Testament altar was but a picture and a proclamation and a 
prophecy of the Lord Jesus Christ. Every Old Testament altar is but a picture and a 
proclamation and a prophecy of the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

How are God’s people going to come together? We must come together at the 
cross. The ground at the cross is level. It makes no difference what race; it makes no 
difference what background; it makes no difference what economic or social 
background: We must come together. The Bible says, “Behold, how good and how 
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!” (Psalm 133:1). “These…things doth 
God hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him,” and one of them is “he that [sows] 
discord among brethren” (Proverbs 6:16–19). The Bible tells us, on the day of 
Pentecost, that they were all together in one place in one accord (Acts 2:1). 

Oh, the devil doesn’t want that. The devil had rather start a church fight than open a 
house of pornography any day. He had rather start a church fuss than to sell a barrel 
of whiskey any day. God wants His people to be together. And here are these 12 
stones spread out and brought together; they are unified. It is the altar, it is the cross, it 
is the Lord, that brings His people together. How can you see the wounded, bleeding, 
dying form of the Son of God and not say, “I’ll sacrifice my rights and my ambitions for 
the good of the whole, that we might be one, that the army, that the Church of the Lord 
Jesus Christ might go forth as an army with banners”? There must be that solidarity, 
that oneness of spirit. 

B. Separation
Now the second thing I want you to notice in this formula for revival: not only solidarity, 
but separation. Look in verse 32: “And with the stones he built an altar in the name of 
the LORD: and he made a trench about the altar.” He took a spade, he took a shovel, 
and dug a trench all the way around the altar. This was a line of distinction. It was a 
border. It was a separation. What was he doing? He was showing that there is a 
difference in the altar of fellowship and idol worship. There is a difference. 

God’s people are to be separated. The trouble today is that we look like the world, 
act like the world, dress like the world, and even sometimes smell like the world. I think 
a Christian ought to look different, act different, be different. You ought to stand out like 
a diamond in a coalmine. You ought to be different. Be we’re not different. “Come out 
from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord” (2 Corinthians 6:17). God was 
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saying we need some old-fashioned separation. We have gotten everything so mixed 
up today that there is no distinction, there is no difference, there is no holiness, in the 
people of God. May God give us some old-fashioned separation! James 4:4—we’ve 
already mentioned it: “Friendship with the world is warfare with God.” 

I believe Elijah was showing the Obadiahs of that day, “If God be God, serve Him.” 
Get out of that category, and get over here, and take some reproach for the name and 
the cause of the Lord Jesus Christ. Are you a separated Christian? Is there a 
difference? Do the people with whom you go and live and work—can they see a 
difference in you? You laugh at the same smutty jokes, you flip coins for a coca cola, 
you take a little drink, you smoke cigarettes, you gamble, you do all of these things, and 
you wonder why we don’t have revival. “Be ye clean, that bear the vessels of the LORD” 
(Isaiah 52:11). Separation: the Bible teaches that God’s people ought to be different, 
absolutely different. 

C. Sacrifice
Now let’s go on. Not only is there solidarity, not only is there separation, but there was 
sacrifice. Look, if you will, in verse 33: “And he put the wood in order, and cut the 
bullock in pieces, and laid him on the wood.” 

There was a sacrifice that day, a bloody sacrifice. And there will never be revival 
without sacrifice. Now I’ve already told you that this sacrifice is a picture of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Real revival, when it comes, will come in power, and the power with which 
it will come will be the power of the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. The organized, 
mechanized, demonized forces of hell are on a rampage. But you turn to the Book of 
the Revelation—don’t turn to it now—but in chapter 12 you read these words: “And they 
overcame him”—the devil—“by the blood of the Lamb” (Revelation 12:11). The blood of 
the Lamb, sacrifice. 

First of all, His sacrifice. We need to know, learn how to pray in the power of the 
blood, to appropriate the blood, to make sure that our sins are under the blood, that we 
are right with God, absolutely, totally, 100% right with God. I’m not talking about 
whether your neighbor is right with God. I’m not talking whether your preacher is right 
with God. I’m talking about whether you’re right with God. Is there right now in your 
heart, this moment, any unconfessed, any un-repented-of sin that’s not covered by the 
blood of Jesus? If not, why not? 

You see, not only His sacrifice, but our sacrifice. Romans 12:1 says we are to 
present ourselves “a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God.” The time may come, 
and the time may come sooner than you realize, where you’ll be forced to seal your 
testimony with your life. 

I’m going to preach about that tonight. We’re going to preach tonight on the seven 
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churches in the Book of the Revelation. Tonight, we’re going to be talking about that 
church that endured persecution. The way things are happening in this world, true 
Christians may be persecuted in the next 10 years as never before in all of history—in 
all of history. And what’s going to happen? What is going to happen to you? Would you 
be willing to die for the Lord Jesus Christ? You say, “I don’t know whether I would or 
not.” Well, one way you can prove whether you would or not would be to begin to live for 
Him right now. And I’ll guarantee you, if you won’t live for Him right now, you wouldn’t 
die for Him then. You present your bodies a living sacrifice. Sacrifice: It’s one of the 
elements of revival. 

D. The Spirit
Now pay attention. First of all, solidarity: God’s people coming together. Secondly, 
separation: God’s people acting like it. Thirdly, sacrifice: the blood of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, our personal commitment to Christ. And then I want you to notice fourthly, the 
Spirit, beginning in verse 33 and following: “And he put the wood in order, and cut the 
bullock in pieces, and laid him on the wood, and said, Fill four barrels with water, and 
pour it on the burnt sacrifice, and on the wood. And he said, Do it the second time. And 
they did it the second time. And he said, Do it the third time. And they did it the third 
time.” Now notice verse 35. And the Bible says, “And the water ran about the altar; and 
he filled the trench also with water.” 

Now in the Bible water is symbolic of the Spirit of God. Jesus said, in John chapter 
7, “If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink, [and] out of his [innermost being] 
shall flow rivers of living water.” And then the Bible says, “But this spake he of the Spirit, 
which they that believe on him should receive” (John 7:37–39). In the Bible the Holy 
Spirit is symbolized with water. The Bible speaks of the Holy Spirit in that phrase and in 
that terminology. And I believe symbolically here the pouring out of water upon that 
sacrifice was saying it is not enough to have the blood; the blood must be mingled with 
the Spirit. 

Oh, dear friends, there must come a time when you are saturated by God’s Holy 
Spirit, where we are filled with God’s Holy Spirit, just as this altar was inundated by this 
water. I believe that here Elijah was showing them symbolically and prophetically what 
the Bible is talking about when it says, “I will shower water upon him that is thirsty, I will 
pour floods upon the dry ground” (Isaiah 44:3). Are you thirsty? Are you? Do you want 
more? Do you want God’s Holy Spirit to possess you? You say, “Brother Rogers, God 
knows I’m empty.” I didn’t ask you if you were empty. I said, “Are you thirsty?” My car’s 
been empty many a times, but never once been thirsty. Are you thirsty? Do you want 
more? Do you long for more? Do you want that supernatural endowment of power with 
God’s Holy Spirit? Oh, we need to be saturated with the Spirit of God. 
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E. Supplication
Now I want you to notice the last element—and we’re almost finished, but I want you to 
look in verses 36 and following: “And it came to pass at the time of the offering of the 
evening sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came near, and said, LORD God of Abraham, 
Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this day that thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy 
servant, and that I have done all of these things at thy word. Hear me, O LORD, hear 
me, that this people may know that thou art the LORD God, and that thou hast turned 
their heart back again.” 

The last element that I want to mention is supplication, prayer. He was ready to pray 
at that time because he had done these other things. There was that solidarity, there 
was that separation, there was that sacrifice, there was that Spirit poured out, and now 
he begins to pray. And his supplication is made unto God. 

1. Precise Prayer
And I want you to notice this prayer. What a great prayer it was, one of the finest 
prayers in all of the Bible, and it was a prayer for revival. Notice how precise it was: only 
63 words. It wasn’t a long prayer; it was a burning prayer. It was a focused prayer. It 
was an urgent prayer. It was a precise prayer. Notice the power of it. The Bible says at 
the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice he prayed. And oh, how instructive that 
is for us! For the Bible says we have boldness by the blood of Jesus to enter into the 
holy place. Oh, his prayer was mingled with the blood of that sacrificial animal which 
speaks to us of our prayers being mingled with the blood of the Lord Jesus. And having 
boldness therefore by the blood of Christ to enter into the holiest. Hebrews 10:19: 
“Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus.” 

2. Purposeful Prayer
It is precise prayer. It was purposeful prayer. Oh, listen, friend. What was the purpose of 
this prayer? Well look, just look at it real close and see what his burning zeal was. It 
says here in verse 36, “LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this 
day that thou art God in Israel.” This was the major burden of the prayer. Look in verse 
37: “Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that this people may know that thou art the LORD 
God.” 

Do you know what the burning ambition of his heart was? Are you paying attention? 
The burning ambition of his heart was that God be glorified. Do you want me to tell you 
why so many times our prayers are not being answered? We are praying with the wrong 
motive. “Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon 
your lusts. Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that friendship of the world is 
[warfare] with God?” (James 4:3–4). Here was Elijah praying and the ambition of his 
heart was that God might be glorified, that the people might know that God is God. 
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Now I’ve had quite a few people come to me right away and say, “Brother Rogers, 
we need to be praying about this Iranian situation. We need to be praying about the 
world crisis.” And they are right. But do you know why some folks may want us to pray? 
Because they are afraid that our American way of life may be slipping from us. Our 
homes, our comforts, our automobiles, our gasoline, even our boys may be sent off to 
war, and we don’t want that. But friend, that’s not the right motive. You see, it’s not for 
America’s sake; it’s not for the Southern Baptists’ sake; it’s not for Bellevue’s sake: it’s 
for Jesus’ sake. Have we come to that place? I mean, is there a burning in your heart, is 
there a desire in your heart that Jesus may be glorified, that people may know that God 
is God? 

O God, give us some men, some women, with burning hearts and bursting lips who 
long and yearn and sigh for the name of God to be exalted, for Jesus to be glorified, for 
Christ to be lifted up. Then we’ll have revival. That was the purpose of Elijah’s prayer: 
“that this people may know that thou art the LORD God.” He was jealous for the cause, 
the name, the glory of God. 

That’s the formula for revival. There it is. Listen to it: solidarity—God’s people 
coming together; separation—God’s people acting like it; sacrifice—the blood of Jesus 
and our living sacrifice; and the Holy Spirit being poured out on us, praying in the Spirit, 
and supplicating for the glory of God. 

What was the result of that prayer that day? Turn in your Bibles and look, and you’ll 
see what happened. And I praise God for it. Look in verse 38 and following: “Then the 
fire of the LORD fell…”—put a circle around the word then— “Then the fire of the LORD 
fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and 
licked up the water that was in the trench. And when all of the people saw it, they fell on 
their faces: and they said, The LORD, he is the God;”—not a God, the God, the one and 
only—“the LORD, he is the God” (1 Kings 18:38–39). Now when we have that kind of a 
situation where the fire of the Lord falls, then people are going to have their eyes 
opened to the fact that God is God. 

Now what does it mean for the fire of the Lord to fall? Well, it fell actually, openly, 
visibly. And this is not necessarily a pattern for us to repeat. Don’t you go forth and 
challenge some false cult and say, “We’re going to have a contest and we’re going to let 
God send down fire from heaven.” The reason that Elijah did this was that God told him 
to do it this way. Elijah said, “I’ve done all these things at your word.” He got instructions 
from heaven. Don’t you sally forth to do the same thing unless God told you. God told 
him to do this that it might be an example of a deeper spiritual truth. 

The fire of the Lord falling represents God’s judgment upon sin. Sin needed to be 
dealt with. And when the fire of the Lord fell, it fell on that sacrifice and it consumed it 
completely. Now pay much attention. Had there been no sacrifice upon that altar and 
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had the fire fallen, it would have consumed all of them. Are you paying attention? The 
fire is going to fall. No ifs, ands, and buts about it. The question is just where. And if it 
doesn’t fall on that sacrifice, it’s going to fall on you. 

America is going to burn. There are no questions about that. America will burn in the 
fires of revival, or America is going to burn in the fire of judgment, but America is going 
to burn. And oh, how I pray that America will burn with a mighty, sweeping, glorious 
revival fire! The fire of Lord fell, and it was the fire of the Lord. It wasn’t something 
cooked up; it was something prayed down. 

Dr. Vance Havner said something I want to share with you—and I quote—he said, 
“We’re so wired up with our own devices that if the fire doesn’t fall from heaven, we turn 
on the switch and produce some fire of our own.” And he says, “No sound of a mighty, 
rushing wind; we have the furnace all set to blow hot air instead.” And then he said, 
“God save us from a synthetic Pentecost!” “God save us from a synthetic Pentecost!” 

I’m not interested in cheerleader enthusiasm. I’m not interested in crocodile tears 
and an over display of emotionalism. I want that which is real and genuine, don’t you? 
Something that cannot be denied. The fire of the Lord fell. 

And I want you to see the sequel to the fire of the Lord falling. I want you to continue 
to read, if you will, please, in verse 41: “And Elijah said unto Ahab, Get thee up, eat and 
drink; for there is a sound of abundance of rain” (1 Kings 18:41). After the cleansing fire, 
the cooling flood. We’re often saying, “Lord, where are those showers of blessing that 
you’ve been talking about?” 

Mercy drops round us are falling, 
But for the showers we plead. 

—DANIEL W. WHITTLE 
First, the fire; then, the flood—first, the cleansing; first, that commitment; first, that 

prayer. Are you willing to be courageous? God save you, God help you, God turn you if 
you’ve been an Obadiah. 

Conclusion 
Some of you businessmen are first-class Obadiahs. You don’t have the courage that it 
takes. Some of you kids at school don’t have what it takes. You are playing both ends 
toward the middle. Others of you are just sitting on the fence, straddling the fence. 
Some may be like Ahab, out-and-out against us. And some of you may be in some false 
cult. But oh, God, give us some Elijah’s today! Give us some men who know how to call 
down fire from heaven. And may I suggest that you not worry too much about revival at 
Bellevue church and you not worry too much about revival in Memphis, Tennessee. 
May I suggest that you go home and get in your bedroom and say, “God, after I’ve shut 
the door behind me, start a revival in this room.” May I suggest that. And then, after that, 
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may I suggest that you go to your home and your family and you gather your children 
and your wife around you and around that table and say, “God, start a revival in this 
home.” And when you’ve done that, then we’ll talk about something else. “God send a 
revival, and let it begin in me.” 

First, the cleansing fire; and then, the cooling flood. The hour is late. The situation is 
desperate. I hope the people of God will get desperate and learn how to pray down fire 
from heaven. Something real. God grant it in my life and in your life. 
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“And Elijah said unto Ahab, Get thee up…and drink; for there is a sound of abundance 
of rain.” 
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Introduction 
Amen. Please be seated. You know, there are some who say that the Church is on its 
way out. And, do you know they’re right? Jesus has called the Church out. The word 
ekklesia that we translate “church” means “a called-out body.” He called you, and He 
called me. Not only has He called us out, friend; He has sent us out. And, I thank God 
for this church that is reaching around the world with the gospel of Jesus Christ. He’s 
called us out; He has sent us out. And, soon—and very soon—He’s coming to take us 
out. Yes! So, the Church is on its way out. 

Now, we’ve been thinking about revival. And, some people say, “What do you mean 
by revival?” Let me tell you what revival is: 

1. Revival is a Great Awakening
First of all, it is a great awakening. Say “awakening.” It is a great awakening. The 
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sleeping Church is awakened. 
2. Revival is a Consuming Fire

Number two: Revival is a consuming fire. God’s people will be ablaze for Him.
3. Revival is a Manifested Glory

Number three: It is a manifested glory. God’s glory will fill the church, and glory days will 
come when we have revival. 

4. Revival is Cleansing Judgment
Number next: It is cleansing judgment. Sin will be judged and repented of. We get our 
hearts right with God. 

5. Revival is a Demonstrated Power
Next: It is a demonstrated power. God’s miracle-working power will be made manifest. 

6. Revival is a Transforming Renewal
Next: It is a transforming renewal. It will be like a sunshiny day, like a spring after a cold, 
hard winter. 

7. Revival is a Divine Visitation
And then, revival is a divine visitation. God will be shown to be present in the midst of 
His people. And, when we meet together, we will be conscious of the presence of God 
in our midst. 

8. Revival is Like a Refreshing Rain
And, next: Revival will be like a refreshing rain, and that’s what we’re going to talk about 
tonight. Remember, this morning we talked about the fire falling. But, after the fire came 
the flood—the cleansing fire and then the cooling flood. It had not rained for three-and-
one-half years. But look, if you will, in 1 Kings chapter 18, verse 41: “And Elijah said 
unto Ahab, Get thee up…and drink; for there is a sound of abundance of rain” (1 Kings 
18:41). 

Sometime ago, one of our little youngsters in this church came for the first time to 
big church. He’d never been in big church before. And, the pastor stood (myself) and 
gave the text, and all of you were turning to the text. Can you imagine the flutter he 
heard—all the pages turning? He turned to his mama and said, “Is it going to rain?” 
Well, friend, when we get the Word of God open, I believe it is going to rain. 

And so, look in verse 42: “So Ahab went up to eat and to drink. And Elijah went up to 
the top of Carmel; and he cast himself down upon the earth, and put his face between 
his knees, And said to his servant, Go up now, look toward the sea. And he went up, 
and looked, and said, There is nothing. And he said, Go again seven times”—seven 
seasons of prayer this man had and sent his servant seven times—“And it came to pass 
at the seventh time, that he said”—“the servant said”—“Behold, there ariseth a little 
cloud out of the sea, like a man’s hand. And he said, Go up, say unto Ahab, Prepare thy 
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chariot, and get thee down that the rain stop thee not. And it came to pass in the mean 
while, that the heaven was black with clouds and wind, and there was a great rain. And 
Ahab rode, and went to Jezreel” (1 Kings 18:42–45). Well, showers of blessing! We 
were talking this morning about letting the fire fall; tonight—“Let the Rain Fall.” As I say, 
it is the cleansing fire, but there is the cooling flood. When sin is judged, then we can 
have the revival that our hearts want. 

Now, this man, Elijah, prayed, and I want to mention some character qualities—
some characteristics in this man’s life—that I want to be in my life and in your life. 

I. The Person of the Prayer
So, when we pray, first of all, think with me about the person of the prayer. And, when 
you think about the person of the prayer, the key word that I want to lay on your heart is 
the word integrity. 

Now, in many ways, Elijah was an ordinary man. Don’t get the idea that those 
people in the Bible were made of different stuff than we’re made of. Don’t get the idea 
that they breathed a different air than we breathe. These were ordinary people that God 
did extraordinary things through. Now, put in your margin “James chapter 5, verses 16 
and 17”: “Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be 
healed”—now, listen to this—“The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much”—and then, he goes on to say—“[Elijah] was a man subject to like passions as 
we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by 
the space of three years and six months”—“then he prayed again, and it rained” (James 
5:16–18). Now, the part that I want to get out of this passage in James is that he was an 
ordinary man; he was a man of like passions. I read in the Bible where he was 
discouraged. I read in the Bible where he was afraid. And yet, he prayed. Because his 
heart was clean—his heart was pure—God heard his prayer. 

Do you know the reason that many of us don’t get our prayers answered? I don’t 
want to hurt your feelings, but it’s sin—it’s sin. “The…prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much” (James 5:16). Now, I want to ask you a question: Is there any sin that is worth 
God not hearing your prayer? The Bible says, “If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord 
will not hear me” (Psalm 66:18). The person of the prayer: Elijah. And, the character 
quality: integrity. 

II. The Place of the Prayer
Now, I want you to notice, secondly, with me…I want you to notice the place of the 
prayer, and that shows his sincerity. And, that’s the second character quality that I want 
to mention. In verse 42, the Bible says that this man, Elijah, went alone—he got alone 
with God—in order to pray (1 Kings 18:42). He didn’t pray to be seen of people. Verse 
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42 says he “went up to the top of [Mount] Carmel” (1 Kings 18:42). Now, the point is 
this: that he withdrew himself from the crowds. He went to be alone with God. He was 
not praying to be seen of men. Jesus warned us not to pray to be seen of men (Matthew 
6:5). We don’t put our prayer life on show, not on display. Here’s this man of God who 
goes in sincerity to pray. He knew that he was not heard for his much speaking 
(Matthew 6:7). And listen, friend: what better example could we have than Jesus 
Himself? 

Luke 5, verses 15 and 16—an episode in the life of Christ, but the Bible says 
concerning Jesus, “But so much the more there, went there a fame abroad of him”—that 
is, “Jesus was on everybody’s lips”—“and great multitudes came together to hear [Him], 
and to be healed by him of their infirmities”—now, verse 16 is almost hard to believe— 
“And he withdrew himself into the wilderness, and prayed” (Luke 5:15–16). Now, you 
think about it: miracles are being done; multitudes are coming. Jesus has all this fame. 
But, more important than miracles, more important than healing, more important than 
preaching to the multitudes was getting alone by Himself. Elijah, like Jesus, and Jesus, 
like Elijah, got alone. Here’s another verse—Mark 1, verse 35 (speaking of Jesus): “And 
in the morning, rising up a great while before day, he went out, and departed into a 
solitary place, and there prayed” (Mark 1:35). 

Do you have the sincerity to get alone with God? You need to set aside a solitary 
place. I don’t know where it may be. It may be your automobile. It may be your 
bedroom. You may have to go into the bathroom to get yourself alone with God. And, 
the world is shut out, and we are shut in with Almighty God—sincerity. 

III. The Posture of the Prayer
Now, here’s the third thing about this man. By the way, now, listen to this: don’t try to 
make a sermon out of this. That’s my business. You find out what God is saying to you 
tonight, because we sang, “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying,” but not all prayer is 
heard. Now, here’s a third thing I want you to notice: the posture of the prayer. The 
Bible says here in verse 42 that “he cast himself…upon the earth, and put his face 
between his knees” (1 Kings 18:42). This man did not strut in the presence of God. 
Now, he was bold as a lion. We told you before that when he faced Ahab, he put his 
finger in the face of Ahab and said, “Look, I’m not the one troubling Israel. You are.” Did 
you know this: that the man who can kneel before God can stand before kings  ? He was 
a man—a humble man. 

I was praying the other day, and it dawned on me that I was not praying a humble 
prayer. And, I didn’t do this for posture; I didn’t do it because I could tell you about it 
tonight. But, I put my head down lower and lower, and put my head between my knees, 
and said, “O God, I truly humble myself before You.” Now, sometimes people pray, 
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“Lord, make us humble.” Well, He could, but you wouldn’t like it. That’s a foolish prayer 
to pray: “Lord, make us humble.” The Bible says, “Humble [yourself] therefore under the 
mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time” (1 Peter 5:6). That’s 1 Peter 5, 
verse 6. 

IV. The Passion of the Prayer
Next, I want you to notice the passion of the prayer, and the character quality is 
fervency. Verse 42: “he cast himself down” (1 Kings 18:42). This is not sort of a now-I-
lay-me-down-to-sleep prayer. Here’s a man who is filled with fervency. That’s the 
reason James said, “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much” 
(James 5:16). Many of us have sort of a take-it-or-leave-it attitude toward our prayer. 
Many people could not tell me what they prayed for this morning—little platitudes—but 
here’s the man who cast himself down, and he prayed with fervency. 

In another church, I had a woman who asked me to come and pray for her son—her 
grown son. This woman was an elderly woman. She walked with God. I went to the 
house and prayed for the son whose marriage was breaking up, and he was having a 
problem with alcohol, but he was willing to come to the prayer meeting. And so, we got 
there in the kitchen. We sat around the table, and we began to pray. I began to pray 
first, and I prayed. And, I thought I was doing a good job, but that man—he said, “Pray, 
Preacher. You ain’t praying.” I thought, “Well, I’ll get a little louder and get a little faster.” 
And so, I began to kind of turn it up a little bit. But, he said, “Pray, Preacher. You ain’t 
praying.” Well, I lifted my head to see what was going on, and she was gone—his 
mother. I wondered where she was. And, I got up and looked, and she was there in the 
living room prostrate before God. I listened to her as she climbed the stairway to 
Heaven, as she pushed open those gates, as she walked down that street of gold and 
bowed before the throne of grace and had an audience with God. Evidently, that boy 
had heard his mother pray before, and I think that’s why he said to me, “Pray, Preacher. 
You ain’t praying.” 

All that is called prayer is not prayer. Do you pray with fervency? You’ve heard me 
say many times that God does business with those that mean business. There is, friend, 
the fervency of the prayer. We need to pray like Jacob who said, “O God, I will not let 
You go unless You bless me” (Genesis 32:26). Do you have a take-it-or-leave-it 
attitude? There is a time when we wrestle with God. Epaphras, in the Bible, was one of 
those people, and Paul said, “Epaphras…one of you, a servant of Christ, saluteth you, 
always”—now, listen to this—“labouring fervently for you in [prayer]” (Colossians 
4:12)—laboring in prayer. 

Prayer is not easy. I’d rather preach for an hour than pray for half an hour. Prayer is 
work. Prayer takes fervency. Jesus prayed until His perspiration was blood. The Bible 

Copyright ©2022 Love Worth Finding Ministries, Inc. | Used by permission from the Rogers Family Trust. | www.LWF.org/ARLC 
119



says in the Book of Hebrews that He cried before the Lord, that He spoke loudly and 
fervently. (Hebrews 5:7) 

V. The Persistence of the Prayer
Now, the next thing I want you to notice is what I want to call the persistence of the 
prayer, and the character quality is consistency. Do you have consistency? Now, he 
prayed and continued to pray. Look, if you will, in verse 43: the Bible says, “And [he] 
said unto his servant, Go up now, [and] look toward the sea. And he went up, and 
looked, and…there [was] nothing. And he said, Go again” (1 Kings 18:43). Here was a 
man who was persistent, and the Bible teaches persistency in prayer so that we might 
have a constant prayer life. 

Suppose when Elijah said to his servant, “Go look,” the servant came back and said, 
“Well, there’s no rain,” and Elijah said, “Well, just as I thought. I might as well stop 
praying.” But, he didn’t do that. Colossians 4, verse 2, says, “Continue in prayer, and 
watch in the same with thanksgiving” (Colossians 4:2). Continue in prayer. 

Now folks, we’re praying for revival, but are we willing to pray through? The Bible 
teaches that the Lord sometimes waits. Isaiah 30 and verse 18: “And therefore will the 
LORD wait, that he may be gracious unto you, and therefore will he be exalted” (Isaiah 
30:18). Now, God doesn’t do things when we snap our fingers, but we are to pray and 
keep on praying. 

This man saw, after a while, a cloud. Perhaps it looked like a man’s hand. And, he 
went back and told Elijah on the seventh time, “Well, I see a little cloud about the size of 
a man’s hand” (1 Kings 18:44). Somebody has said that was Elijah’s hand pressing 
against the heavens and saying, “O God, hear my prayer.” 

Do you pray and keep on praying? Do you pray until God gives you what you want, 
or until you have the answer in your heart, or until God says, “No, you’re praying for the 
wrong thing”? God give us—give me—consistency in my prayer. 

Conclusion 
Now, here’s the last thing I want you to notice with me, friend: that if we have all of 
those things in our heart, God will give the victory. If we will pray like this man who 
prayed down fire from Heaven, then we can pray down the floods. And, we’ll not have 
the floods until we have the fire, until we judge our sin. Have faith in God when your 
prayers aren’t answered. Your earnest plea He will never forget. Wait on the Lord. Trust 
His Word, and be patient. Have faith in God—have faith in God. 

Now, I want to read to you a letter. I know most of you didn’t come tonight to hear a 
sermon, but you got one—a little briefer than normal, but I can go longer if you want me 
to. After I read this letter, you’re going to be frustrated because you don’t want to 
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applaud and yet you want to show your love. My suggestion is that you hold your 
applause and not applaud, but that we’ll go to the Lord in prayer, because some of you 
will be ambivalent. I’ll think you’re applauding because of the content of this letter, but 
you’ll be applauding, I think, the person who’s speaking. Now, you’ll receive this letter, 
God willing, in the mail this week, and a lot of our members who are not here will 
receive it, God willing. 

Dear Beloved Bellevue Congregation, 
The grace and goodness of God brought us to serve the Bellevue Church 32 years 

ago. At that time, I could never have dreamed or envisioned what God would do in 
these more than three decades. As pastor and people, we have prayed together, wept 
together, and laughed together all in the bond of love. When we first came to this 
beloved church, you opened your heart and received us immediately. Your gift of love 
and support has sustained us through these years. 

I have frequently said that when I came to Bellevue, I found in you three of the 
greatest qualities that any pastor could hope for in a congregation: first, you believed 
the Bible and loved the Lord Jesus Christ; secondly, you loved one another with a spirit 
of love found in few churches; lastly, you believed that the pastor was God’s anointed 
and appointed leader of the church. Never have I asked you to do anything in the name 
of Jesus that you did not endeavor to do. Never did I have a need that you did not 
endeavor to meet. The history of our time together has been recorded in Heaven. 

This brief letter could not begin to describe the blessings and miracles that we have 
experienced together. For 32 years, God has heaped blessing upon blessing and 
victory upon victory. God has graced Bellevue with a strong, well-trained, and gifted 
staff, and through the years I have leaned on them for support. And, I offer them my 
profound gratitude. Our deacons and lay leadership have been beyond compare. Their 
unselfish service and wisdom have helped to make Bellevue the mighty church that she 
is. Standing in the wings is a new generation ready to take on the challenge. Our 
children and grandchildren have been nurtured and loved by you. Correspondingly, they 
all love Bellevue and each of you. 

Now comes a time that we all knew would come, when I should announce my 
retirement as Pastor of Bellevue Baptist Church. Nevertheless, I will not retire from the 
ministry until I breathe my last breath. Now, health is not a factor. I thank God for my 
recovery and growing vitality and hope for good years to come. My doctor told me—he 
said, “Pastor, I’m afraid that they may think that you’re retiring for health reasons and 
might get overly concerned.” He said, “You are recovered.” I’m like the man who fell into 
the upholstery machine—fully “re-covered”! I thank God for that. Now, I’m gaining 
strength. Back to the letter. 

Joyce and I plan to stay in Memphis and in Bellevue. We plan to continue our 
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service to Jesus under the leadership of the new pastor. I plan to minister through the 
Adrian Rogers Pastor Training Institute, which has already been set in progress. I plan 
to teach preaching as an adjunct professor at Mid-America Baptist Theological 
Seminary. I want to continue the radio and television ministry of Love Worth Finding. Of 
course, Bellevue Baptist Church, under the leadership of the new pastor, will continue to 
broadcast its services locally. These and other opportunities will keep me challenged 
and busy. Also, I plan to spend more quality time with my family. Therefore, with your 
blessing, I offer my retirement in the spring of 2005. That is about six months from now. 
Now, it is my hope that during this period a Pastor Search Committee would be put to 
work. I would be thrilled to have the new pastor ready to move onto the field before my 
last days as pastor. I would love to place the baton in his hand and bless his ministry 
with you. We face the future with a bright expectation of blessings upon our lives and 
upon this dear church. Joyce joins me in expressing our deepest love and thankfulness 
for these unforgettable years. To God be the glory. Great things He hath done. 

Now you know why I didn’t want you to applaud—because it would sound like you’re 
applauding that I’m leaving, so don’t do that. You applauded sufficiently this morning for 
a full year. Thank you for that. But, what I want us to do right now is, let me just talk to 
you out of my heart. This is the letter. You’ll get the letter. You say, “Why are you doing 
this?” Somebody told me this morning, “Four more years!” “Why are you doing this?” 
Well, I believe it is time. 

I’m 73 years of age. I believe that there is some strength left in this body of mine, 
and literally, I believe I could go four more years, though I don’t believe that’s God’s will. 
The church needs a younger pastor. When we plan, when we look ahead, we need 
somebody who not only will plan with us, but who will be with us to carry out those 
plans. I know that many of you have been talking. You’ve been saying, “What do you 
think the preacher’s going to do? How long do you think he’s going to stay? When do 
you think he will retire? Is he sick? Is he dying? What do you think he’s going to do?” 
Well, it’s all on the surface—nothing underneath the surface. I believe that the time has 
come for us to have a different pastor. 

Now, I’m going to be here; God willing, I’m not moving away. Now, if the new pastor 
wants me to go, I’ll go, but I’m going to stay here. I will not be a thorn in his side. I’ll be 
his biggest supporter and his greatest encourager. And, I am…sure, I’m tearful—you 
can tell that tonight—but I’m not fearful. And, I believe that the best days of this dear 
church are ahead, and I believe we’re going to get a fine pastor, a godly man. 

A woman was crying, and the pastor was leaving. And, he said to her, “Don’t cry. 
You’ll get a better pastor next time.” She said, “Oh, no—that’s what they said last time.” 
Well, God is going to send His man, and the future of this church is as bright as the 
name of Jesus. 
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I want you to bow your heads in prayer, and I would like for you to pray for me, to 
pray for Joyce, to pray for our children. My daughter Janice doesn’t like this at all. Pray 
for Janice. And, pray right now for the pastor that God has for us, and pray for a mighty 
revival. And, these next six months need to be all glorious. 

Now still, while heads are bowed, let me tell you something that I failed to tell you: 
but if after six months we do not have a pastor ready, I don’t want us to go through a 
hiatus without somebody filling the pulpit. And, if you will allow me to, I will continue to 
preach until we have a new pastor—within a certain limit. So, why don’t you just pray 
right now and say, “Lord, give the pastor strength. Give him wisdom. Bless his family. 
God, I don’t know the name of the new pastor yet, but Lord, wherever he is, he’s bound 
to be living and breathing right now, so bring God’s blessing upon his head”? I’m going 
to wait for just a moment and let you pray sincerely and fervently before God. 

Father, we look backward and remember Your goodness for more than three 
decades. Never, in my estimation, has any church in this generation been as blessed as 
we have been. What a mighty and loving God we serve! And Lord, not only do we look 
backward, but we look forward. Father, this is not the end; it is the beginning of great 
and mightier things for this church. And then, Lord, we look upward. I need Your 
strength. We need Your strength. We look to You, Almighty God. Bless, bless, bless this 
dear church in the strong name of Jesus. 

Now, look up here. Tonight, we’re going to have an invitational hymn. There may be 
somebody here who needs to be saved. And, if you need to be saved, God is willing 
and wanting to save you. If you will trust Jesus and His shed blood—what He did on the 
cross to save you—God will save you. It’s not necessarily an emotional experience. 
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Introduction 
I want to talk to you tonight on how to pray for rain. Or, maybe I’ll call the sermon 
“Praying up a Storm.” I want you to listen to three passages of Scripture—two just to set 
the stage and then the third passage will be the passage tonight that we’re going to 
study. Now, I want to ask a question before I read these passages of Scripture: Is 
drought a part of the judgment of God? Or, let me ask another question: Is disease and 
plague, like the AIDS plague, a part of the judgment of God? Is economic recession a 
part of the judgment of God? Is war and devastation a part of the judgment of God? 
Well, let me read some scripture to you tonight. 

First of all, I want to read from the book of Amos, and this time, don’t turn to it for two 
reasons: number one, I’d be finished before you found it, some of you; and number two, 
I’m going to read it from the Living Bible. Now, you know that the Living Bible is a 
paraphrase, not an exact translation, and I don’t generally preach from the Living Bible. 
But tonight, I want to read this from the Living Bible. I read it to myself from the Living 
Bible today, and I have copied it out here for you. Now, Amos is speaking, and he’s 
speaking to a religious people. And, he’s speaking, in a sense, with divine irony and 
sarcasm, and this is what he says—Amos 4, and I begin in verse 4: “Go ahead and 
sacrifice to idols at Bethel and Gilgal. Keep disobeying—your sins are mounting up. 
Sacrifice each morning and bring your tithes twice a week! Go through all your proper 
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forms and give extra offerings. How you pride yourselves and crow about it everywhere! 
‘I sent you hunger,’ says the Lord, ‘but it did no good; you still would not return to me. I 
ruined your crops by holding back the rain three months before…harvest. I sent rain on 
one city [and] not [on] another. While rain fell on one field, another was dry and 
withered. People from two or three cities would make their [wearied] journey for a drink 
of water to a city that had rain, but there wasn’t ever enough. Yet you wouldn’t return to 
me,’ says the Lord. ‘I sent blight and mildew on your farms and [on] your vineyards; the 
locusts ate your figs and olive trees. And still you wouldn’t return to me,’ says the Lord. 
‘I sent you plagues, like those of Egypt long ago. I killed your lads in war and drove 
away your horses. The stench of death was terrible to smell. And yet you refused to 
come. I destroyed some of your cities, as I did Sodom and Gomorrah; those left are like 
half-burned firebrands snatched away from [the] fire. And still you won’t return to me,’ 
says the Lord. ‘Therefore, I will bring upon you all these further evils I have spoken of. 
Prepare to meet your God in judgment, Israel.’” (Amos 4:4–12) 

Are these things that happened to us—are they the judgment of God? My friend, 
they are the call of God, lest we come into real judgment. What God said through Amos 
to His ancient people—“You haven’t seen anything yet. All of these are the reminders 
and the precursors of real j judgment. I sent drought. I sent depression. I sent war. I 
begged with you. I plead with you. You would not return. Therefore, prepare to meet 
your God in judgment”—and, my dear friend, what God said to His ancient people so 
long ago, I fear with all of my heart that God is saying to America today. Now, God said 
that the drought was His way of calling people to Himself. 

Now again, I want to read another scripture, and this is in James 5. This time, you 
may turn to it. James 5—and I want to read beginning in verse 16: “Confess your faults 
one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent 
prayer of a righteous man availeth much. Elias”—and that’s the New Testament way of 
saying “Elijah”—“was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly 
that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space of three years and six 
months. And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth 
her fruit.” (James 5:16–18) 

Now, there’s a third scripture that I want you to read, and this is the one we’re going 
to use as the base of our study tonight, primarily. And, it’s found in 1 Kings chapter 18, 
and it gives the episode that James is talking about in James chapter 5. And, I read 
here a prayer for rain, and that is the title of my message tonight: “How to Pray for 
Rain” or “How to Pray up a Storm.” In 1 Kings chapter 18, I begin reading in verse 42…
verse 41—1 Kings 18, verse 41: “And Ellijah said unto Ahab, Get thee up, eat and 
drink; for there is a sound of abundance of rain. So Ahab went up to eat and to drink. 
And Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; and he cast himself down upon the earth, and 
put his face 
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between his knees, And said to his servant, Go up now, look toward the sea. And he 
went up, and looked, and said, There is nothing. And he said, Go again seven times. 
And it came to pass at the seventh time, that he said, Behold, there ariseth a little cloud 
out of the sea, like a man’s hand. And he said, Go up, say unto Ahab, Prepare thy 
chariot, and get thee down that the rain stop thee not. And it came to pass in the mean 
while, that the heaven was black with clouds and wind, and there was a great rain. And 
Ahab rode, and went to Jezreel. And the hand of the LORD was on Elijah; and he 
girded up his loins, and ran before Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel.” (1 Kings 18:41–46) 

Now, when I talk to you tonight about praying for rain, I want you to know that I have 
a twofold meaning in my message. First of all, I’m talking about spiritual revival that we 
sang about: 

There shall be showers of blessing, 
Mercy drops round us are falling, 

But for the showers we plead. 
—DANIEL W. WHITTLE 

I’m talking about spiritual revival. But, I’m talking about more than spiritual revival; I am 
talking tonight also about how to pray for literal rain, that God will send rain that will 
quench the thirst of the parched earth and bring the blessings that come with it. 

Now, it’s time for Americans to learn how to pray. It’s time for Bellevue people to 
learn how to pray. It’s time for your family to learn how to pray. It’s time, sir, lady, for you 
to learn how to pray. Sainted Andrew Murray said this: “In relation to His people, God 
works only in answer to their prayers.” Now, that’s a big statement. Now, before you 
disagree with it, I want you to understand that one of the wisest and most spiritual men 
that ever lived said that. I want you to listen to it again: “In relation to His people, God 
works only in answer to their prayers.” Now, I want to tell you what another man said: 
Dr. R. A. Torrey—as I’ve told you before, one of the great Bible scholars of yesteryear—
he said this: “Nothing lies beyond the reach of prayer but that that lies outside the will of 
God.” I want to tell you what Dr. A. C. Dixon said about prayer: he said, “When we 
depend upon organization, we get what organization can do, and that is something.” 
And, he said, “When we depend upon education, we get what education can do, and 
that is something. When we depend upon money, we get what money can do, and that 
is something. When we depend upon singing and preaching, we get what singing and 
preaching can do, and that is something. But, when we depend upon prayer, we get 
what God can do, and what all of the churches, homes, schools, and individuals need is 
what God can do. And, how shall we get what God can do? By prayer out of hearts that 
are right with God.” 

Now, Elijah was such a man who had a heart that was right with God, for the Bible 
says, “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” (James 5:16) And 
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then, Elijah was the righteous man that James used as an illustration of how to pray for 
rain. So, I want to mention five things that are necessary in a prayer either for spiritual 
revival, showers of blessing, or for physical rain that we need that will be a result of that 
spiritual revival. 

I. We Must Pray with Integrity
And, may I say, first of all, that we must pray with integrity? Look again, if you will, in 1 
Kings chapter 18 and verse 43…verse 42: “So Ahab went up to eat and drink. And 
Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; and he cast himself down upon the earth, and put 
his face between his knees.” (1 Kings 18:42) Now, who is this man who is doing this? Is 
this an extraordinary man, an extra-ordinary man, a supernatural creature, somebody 
built of a different fabric than we are? No! I’m so glad that in the scripture that we read 
from James that James said, “[Elijah] was a man [of] like passions as we.” (James 5:17) 
I’m glad he said that. We would say in the vernacular, “He put his pants on one leg at a 
time”—not different from you, not some sort of a super edition of a man, not some sort 
of a man who somehow had a leg up…a way, somehow, that we don’t have to get to 
heaven. No, he was a man like we are. As a matter of fact, a man that failed—I find him 
in the next chapter running from a demon-possessed woman—a man who got 
discouraged, a man who was a very ordinary man, a man who got depressed. As a 
matter of fact, I’m working on a message on dealing with depression, and Elijah is right 
in the middle of that sermon. But yet, he knew how to pray. He wasn’t a perfect man, 
but he was a righteous man. 

Now, you need revival in your life. You need revival in your home. You need revival 
in your city. You need revival in your country. And, you need to do the prayer, but God 
will not hear your prayer unless you are a righteous person. Proverbs chapter 15, verse 
29 would be a good verse for you to put in your margin: “The LORD is far from the 
wicked: but he [hears] the prayer of the righteous.” (Proverbs 15:29) Now, God does not 
honor the prayers of unrighteous people (Psalms 66:18)—Psalms chapter 66 and verse 
18. The Bible says that the Lord does not hear the prayers of unrighteous and wicked
people. (Proverbs 15:29)

I think I told you before of the way that they catch monkeys in the South Sea Islands. 
They take a coconut and tie a coconut to a palm tree, bore a hole in the coconut and put 
some rice in that coconut, and an inquisitive monkey comes along, looks in the coconut, 
sees the rice, reaches in with his paw, gets a handful of rice, and his doubled-up fist is 
so big that he can’t draw it out of the hole. His captor comes and takes the silly monkey 
away. Now, all the monkey would have to do to escape is to let go of the rice, but he 
won’t let go. He holds on to that rice, screaming, begging, pleading that he not be 
captured, but he won’t let go.  
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Do you know anybody like that? I know a lot of them—silly monkeys who don’t have 
their prayers answered because there’s something in their life they will not let go of. “If I 
regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me.” (Psalms 66:18) I’m telling you, if 
you pray for rain, you must pray with integrity. James meant what he said when he said, 
“The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” (James 5:16) 

II. We Must Pray with Intensity
But, not only must we pray with integrity; my brothers and sisters, we must pray with 
intensity. Notice again in verse 42—look at it: “[And] so Ahab went up to eat and to 
drink. And Elijah went up to the top of Carmel”—now, watch this. Listen to this 
language—“and he cast himself down upon the earth, and put his face between his 
knees.” (1 Kings 18:42) Think of how important prayer was to this man. You see, James 
says, “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” (James 5:16) 

In the first place, he went to where he could be alone—up to a mountaintop—to 
pray. He understood what Jesus taught when He taught that we’re to come apart to 
some place to pray where we can pray without being disturbed. Jesus said, “Enter into 
[your] closet, and…pray.” (Matthew 6:6) He didn’t mean a place where clothes are hung 
up, although it may be that kind of a place. He meant into an enclosure, a secret 
place—somewhere where you can get alone with God. Jesus Himself withdrew from the 
public. The mark of any teacher or preacher is not how well he teaches or preaches in 
public, but how well he prays in private. The best time I spend with you is not what I do 
here, but it’s what I do there. And, dear friend, that is true of every one of our lives: what 
a man is in his prayer closet is what he is.  

Here was a man who got alone, and he got on his face before God. It wasn’t just 
some neat, little, cold, formal prayer. Get the idea now of a man who is flinging himself 
down upon the ground. Look to it. Here’s a man—you can see he’s got a heart that is 
burdened. The Bible said, “He cast himself down upon the [ground].” (1 Kings 18:42) 
His was not a cold prayer, not a formal prayer. He puts his head between his knees. 
He’s bent low. 

I am convicted sometimes of the coldness, the glibness, the formality of our prayers. 
I was studying the life of the Lord Jesus and His prayer life. I was impressed with 
Hebrews chapter 5 and verse 7. This is what it says about the Lord Jesus when He 
prayed. It says this: “he…offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and 
tears.” (Hebrews 5:7) Does that mark your prayer? Can you hear the Son of God with 
convulsive sobs, tears streaming down His cheeks? The very Son of God, who had 
absolute authority and entrance to the throne and yet is weeping and convulsing in 
prayer—that condemns me.  

When James said of Elijah, “…the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man 
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availeth much,” that’s one word in the Greek language—effectual fervent—and it 
actually has the idea of stretched out, stretchedoutedness. It’s the idea of an athlete 
who is running, and he, he’s stretched out trying to reach the goal. Or it’s the idea of a 
wrestler whose body Is stretched as he is in agony, exerting all of his strength and 
putting that into his prayer. I’m afraid I don’t pray that way as I ought and as I need to. 
And, frankly, it’s challenged me as I’ve studied this to do more of it. 

When I was in another city, I had a man call me up, and he said, “Preacher, you 
must come over here right now. I am in serious trouble, and I need you to pray for me.” I 
went over to see that man. I went over to his house. The man had been a drunkard, a 
profligate. He had a grand old mamma who loved God with all of her heart. She was a 
little bit of an eccentric woman, but she had a heart for God. She knew God. She loved 
God. This boy broke her heart. But now, the boy, who was almost a sot, called me and 
said, “I need your prayers.” I said, “Why do you want me to pray?” He said, “I’ve just 
gotten a report from the doctor that my wife has cancer. And, I need God, and we need 
God. And, I want you to pray for me.” We were in the kitchen, and that old mother came 
in. She sat down at the table. He sat down at the table, and I sat down at the table. She, 
of course, was interested in her daughter-in-law’s cancer, but she was more interested 
in the cancer in her son’s heart, that cancer of sin. 

And, we began to pray. And, I asked him to pray, and then I started to pray. Right in 
the middle of my prayer, he interrupted me. He said, “Pray, preacher. You ain’t praying.” 
I thought I was. I mean, I thought I was doing a pretty good job of praying. I thought I 
was sincere. So, I thought, “Maybe I need to pray a little faster or a little louder.” And, I 
think about all I did was to turn up the volume a little bit, put a little more punch in it, a 
little more action in my words. But, after a while, he said, “Preacher, you still ain’t 
praying,” and I was frustrated. And, I looked up, and his old mamma wasn’t even in the 
room. And, I heard something in the next room. And, I left the place of prayer, and I 
went in there. And, I looked at something almost too holy to look at, but I saw that old 
woman on that rug praying, interceding with God, wrestling for the soul of her son. And, 
I paused to listen to her pray. I listened as she did battle with the devil. I listened as she 
looked into heaven and laid hold of the promises of God. I heard her ascend the golden 
stairway and go through the veil into the Holy of Holies and lay her petition before God 
and claim that old boy—that old drunkard son of hers—in prayer, a prayer that God 
heard and a prayer that God answered. And, I knew why he said to me, “Preacher, you 
ain’t praying.” He’d heard his mamma pray—he’d heard his momma pray. And, that’s 
the kind of prayer, folks, that is a lost art today. 

Our prayers are easily uttered and soon forgotten. 
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III. We Must Pray with Authority
But, here was a man who prayed with integrity, and here was a man who prayed with 
intensity. “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” (James 5:16) 
If Elijah prayed that way and if Jesus prayed that way, then we ought to pray that way. 
I’ll tell you a third thing about his prayer: not only do I want you to notice the integrity of 
it, not only do I want you to notice the intensity of it, but I want you to notice the authority 
of it. He prayed with authority. Now, notice what he said in verse 41: “And Elijah said 
unto Ahab, Get thee up, eat and drink; for there is a sound of abundance of rain.” (1 
Kings 18:41) And, I want to tell you, dear friend, there wasn’t a cloud in the sky when he 
said that. And, he prayed with authority. 

Now, why could he say, “There [was] a sound of abundance of rain”? (1 Kings 
18:41) Well, go back to chapter 18, and look in verse 1, if you will: “And it came to pass 
after many days, that the word of the LORD came to Elijah in the third year, saying, Go, 
shew thyself unto Ahab; and I will send rain.” (1 Kings 18:1) Now, he could pray with 
authority because he had the Word of God behind him. There is no such thing as faith 
without a word from God. “Faith [comes] by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” 
(Romans 10:17) 

Now, I want you to learn something here—and we’re going to pull over just a 
moment and park, because it’s very, very important in praying with authority—God had 
promised to send rain. God had promised to send rain. Elijah knew that God had 
promised to send rain. He announced beforehand that God would send rain. For most 
of us, that would have settled it. We would not have prayed—or we would not have 
prayed very much. We would have said, “God said He’s going to send rain. He’s 
promised. He can’t fail. It’s done. No need to pray.” But friend, let me tell you something: 
that promise did not cause Elijah not to pray; that’s what caused him to pray. The 
promise given is not where prayer ends. The promise given is where prayer begins. 
You see, listen, what a lesson! We still need to learn that even though God has 
promised, He still does not act until His people pray. It’s very mysterious right here, and 
we’re in deep water. But friend, listen, it is so hard for us to learn that God does not do 
things, even when He’s spoken His Word and made clear His will, until His people pray. 
Let me tell you what F. B. Meyer said. I think F. B. Meyer is one of the greatest Baptist 
preachers who ever lived—along with the great Spurgeon. But, F. B. Meyer said, 
“Though the Bible is crowded with golden promises from board to board, they will be 
inoperative until we turn them into prayer”—very strange. Here was a man, however, 
who knew that God had promised, and, therefore, he turned the promise into prayer and 
claimed the promise. He was praying on the authority of the Word of God. 

Now, you say, therefore, “Can I pray with authority that God will send rain?” No, no! 
Could I get right down here, right now, and pray in faith that God would send rain? I 
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can’t do it because God hasn’t given me a word that He’s going to send rain. As a 
matter of fact, God may not want to send rain for three and a half years—or even dew. 
He may want it to get worse, not better. Prayer does not bend God  ’s will to fit my will. 
Prayer finds the will of God and gets in on it. So, I don’t have any right to say, “God, I 
command you or expect you or believe you to send rain.” I have no idea that He will. We 
say, “Old Man River just keeps rolling along.” He may not. You may walk to Arkansas in 
a few days without the bridge. I mean, God says, “I sent drought. You wouldn’t repent. I 
sent this. You wouldn’t repent. I sent that. You wouldn’t repent.” (Amos 4:6–11) 

When did Elijah pray for rain? When did he pray with authority for rain? I’ll tell you 
when: after the fire fell. You read the entire chapter—first, the cleansing fire; then, the 
cooling flood. I mean, first, judgment—first, people believe in God. There was God’s 
plan to send rain, but God sent rain in His own time and in His own way. And, that fire 
represents the sacrifice of God’s people, the repentance of God’s people. Many of us 
want the rain; we just don’t want the fire. I mean, we want the floods without the fire. We 
want the comfort without the cleansing. We’re not going to have it. It’s knee time in 
America. Every time we get in trouble, we say, “God, send rain.” If He sent rain, that 
would be the worst thing that could ever happen to us. He may send rain tonight, 
tomorrow. I pray He will. I want Him to. But, I can pray with authority when I have a word 
from God. And, if you’ve ever gotten a word from God, you know what I’m talking about. 
Here was a man of God who had a word from God, and God heard his prayer. 

IV. We Must Pray with Humility
I want to say something else: not only did he pray with authority; he prayed with 
humility. Look, if you will, also in chapter 42…chapter 18, verse 42: “So Ahab went up to 
eat and…drink”—there’s that old sot, Ahab, up there eating and drinking—“And Elijah 
went up to the top of Carmel; and he cast himself down upon the earth, and put his face 
between his knees.” (1 Kings 18:42) I like what the choir sang tonight: “If my people, 
[who] are called by my name, shall”—do what?—“humble themselves”—we say, “God, 
make us humble.” That’s a sorry prayer—“humble themselves, and pray, and seek my 
face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their 
sin, and will heal their land.” (2 Chronicles 7:14) Listen to this verse—1 Peter chapter 5 
and verse 6: “Humble yourselves therefore [unto] the mighty hand of God, that he may 
exalt you in due time.” (1 Peter 5:6) 

You know, there’s one thing about Elijah—that when he was right, not backslidden, 
he was bold as a lion. He could look into the face of the king, and the king said, “Are 
you the one that’s troubling Israel?” He said, “Not me, mister—you and your father’s 
house. You’re the one who’s troubling Israel.” Do you know why he could be bold in the 
face of the king? Because he’d just been in the throne room with the King of kings. A 
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man who truly knows how to kneel before God can stand before any other human 
without intimidation. “You humble yourself before God—He will exalt you in due time.” 
(1 Peter 5:6) And, the fear—the proper fear—of God removes all other fears. 

I like Elijah because I see not only the integrity of this man and not only the intensity 
of this man, but I see, dear friend, the authority of this man and the humility of this man. 
This man who has a promise from God and who speaks to God face to face is still down 
on his knees with his head between his knees. We sit in our churches haughty, unbent, 
unbroken, and wonder why we don’t have revival. The missing ingredient in much of our 
prayer is humility. “If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble 
themselves…” (2 Chronicles 7:14) 

V. We Must Pray with Persistency
One last thing that I see which marks this man’s prayer for rain, and it is persistency. 
Not only did he pray with humility, but he prayed with persistency. It’s a remarkable 
thing. Look in verse 43: “And said to his servant, Go up now, look toward the sea”—I’ve 
been on Mount Carmel many times. It’s right there at the Bay of Haifa. I’ve been up on 
top of Mount Carmel where Elijah prayed, and you can look out toward the sea from that 
place, toward the Mediterranean Sea—“Go up now, [and] look toward the sea. And he 
went up, and looked, and said, [There’s] nothing”—that is, “It’s clear as a bell. There’s 
not a cloud in sight.” And yet, God had promised rain, and He had announced rain—
“And he said, Go again seven times.” (1 Kings 18:43) He went up, came back—said, 
“There’s nothing.” “Go again.” He went up, came back—said, “There’s nothing.” He 
said, “Go again.” Went up, came back—“There’s nothing.” “Go again and again and 
again.” Seven times he went. Six times there was no answer. If it had been many of us, 
we would have said, “Just as I thought. I misheard God,” or, “God didn’t make the 
promise,” or, “There is no God.” But, all prayer—even prayer with authority from a 
righteous man—must learn how to wait on God. It’s a strange thing. 

Colossians chapter 4 and verse 2 says, “Continue in prayer, and watch in the same 
with thanksgiving.” (Colossians 4:2) Isaiah chapter 30, verse 18 says, “Therefore will the 
LORD wait, that he may be gracious unto you, and therefore will he be exalted, that he 
may have mercy upon you.” (Isaiah 30:18) So, God  ’s delays are not God  ’s denials. 
Prayer is asking, seeking, knocking. And, that verse in the Sermon on the Mount literally 
says, “Keep on asking, keep on seeking, and keep on knocking.” (Matthew 7:7) 
“Therefore will the LORD wait, that he may be gracious unto you.” (Isaiah 30:18) 

I don’t know why God does not answer always. God wanted rain. God promised rain. 
And yet, here was a man of God absolutely right with God praying for the right thing, 
and he had to ask God seven times before he got his answer. Well, let’s see what 
happened. Verse 44: “And it came to pass at the seventh time, that he said, Behold, 

. 
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there ariseth a little cloud out of the sea, like a man’s hand”—somewhere I read 
someone said Elijah prayed so hard that he pressed his handprint against heaven and 
left it there. A little cloud, the size of a man’s hand, but that’s all that he needed to know 
that the rain was coming—“And he said, Go up, say unto Ahab, Prepare thy chariot, and 
get thee down that the rain stop thee not.” (1 Kings 18:44) 

Conclusion 
Folks, we need revival more than we need rain, and you need revival in your heart. And, 
whether or not God blesses America with rain, God will bless you with revival. I’m going 
to tell you this with all of my heart and soul, and you listen to me: it is not your job to 
persuade God to send revival to your heart; it is your job to permit Him to do so—not 
persuade Him to do so, but to permit Him to do so. Isaiah 44, verses 3–4—write this 
down, and I’m finished. God said, “For I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and 
floods upon the dry ground: I will pour my spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing upon 
thine offspring.” (Isaiah 44:3) Are you thirsty? “I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, 
and floods upon the dry ground.” (Isaiah 44:3) I don  ’t know how much of God you have, 
but I know this: you have all you want. “I will pour water upon him that is thirsty.” 
(Isaiah 44:3) 

Mercy drops round us are falling, 
But for the showers we plead. 

—DANIEL W. WHITTLE 
Would you pray? Bow your heads in prayer. And, if you’re not thirsty for God and if 

you’re not dissatisfied with your dry, barren, and parched life, would you pray, “O God, 
make me thirsty”? And, if you are truly thirsty, would you pray for rain? Would you pray 
with integrity? Would you pray with intensity? Would you pray with authority, 
persistency, humility? Would you pray for rain in your life? And then, pray for revival in 
America and, if it please God, for literal rain. We’re going to wait a few moments—just a 
time of waiting before God. You pray in your own way, and I’m going to pray in mine. 

Lord, thank you. Thank you, Lord, that you’re a God that answers prayer. Thank you, 
Lord, that you, through the Holy Spirit, energize us to pray, and teach us how to pray, 
and give us strength to pray if we’ll just commit our wills to you. And Lord, tonight, we do 
that. Hallelujah! Praise your holy name. We love you, our great God. We pray for the 
showers of blessing. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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Introduction 
First Kings chapter 19—would you find it? And, when you’ve found it, look up here. 
Tonight, we’re talking about “Discipleship Dynamics.” You know, the need of the 
Twentieth Century, beyond the shadow of any doubt or peradventure, in my humble but 
correct estimation, is for disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ—disciples. Now, so many 
times, an evangelist will come into a city, and when he leaves, he will say, “We have X 
number of decisions,” and I rejoice in that. But, if you want to know whether God did 
anything or not, come back a year later and find out how many disciples there are. 
Jesus said we’re to make disciples of all nations. (Matthew 28:19) 

Now, we’re going to study something tonight from the Old Testament about 
discipleship that will relate to the New Testament. We’re going to study something from 
the life of a prophet named Elijah and a prophet named Elisha. The names sound 
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similar—two men who were related together. And, they give us a lesson in discipleship. 
We’re going to learn very much because Jesus—in the New Testament, the Bible says 
that He came in the spirit of Elijah. (Luke 1:17; Matthew 17:12) So, we’re going to learn 
something about, as Elisha was a disciple of Elijah, how you and I can be disciples of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Now, the life of a disciple is an exciting life; it is a 
dynamic life. The word dynamic I’ve chosen on purpose, because it has to do with 
power. The life of discipleship is a pathway to power. 

Now, begin reading with me in 1 Kings 19, and I begin in verse 19. And, I break in, 
and when it says, “So he,” the “he” refers to the prophet Elijah. “So he”—that is, Elijah— 
“departed thence, and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was plowing with twelve 
yoke of oxen before him, and he with the twelfth: and Elijah passed by him, and cast his 
mantle upon him”—now, the mantle was something that the prophet wore over his 
shoulders like a shawl, a covering, and it was the symbol of the prophet’s office—“And 
he”—that is, Elisha—“left the oxen, and ran after Elijah, and said, Let me, I pray thee, 
kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow thee. And he said unto him, Go 
back again: for what have I done to thee? And he returned back from him, and took a 
yoke of oxen, and slew them, and boiled their flesh with the instruments of the oxen, 
and gave [them] unto the people, and they did eat. [And] he arose, and went after Elijah, 
and ministered unto him.” (1 Kings 19:19–21) 

I. There is a Person to Please
Now, if you would be a disciple, the first thing you would learn is this: that there is 
person to please, and that person is the one to whom you have become—or of whom 
you have become—a disciple. If you would be a disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ, make 
it your chief aim—your chief aim—to know and follow your Master. Now, when Elijah put 
his mantle upon Elisha, it was very clear and very plain as to what he was saying. He 
was saying, “Follow me.” Look in verse 20: “And he left the oxen, and ran after Elijah, 
and said, Let me, I pray thee, kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow thee.” 
(1 Kings 19:20) Now, if you want to be a disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ, let me tell you 
this: you have not been called to a movement; you’ve been called to a man. You have 
not been called to a plan; you have been called to a person. A disciple is somebody 
who wants to please his master. 

Now, let me give you a corresponding scripture, now, in the New Testament to show 
you how the life of Elijah and Elisha parallel the life of the disciples in the New 
Testament. In Matthew chapter 4 and in verses 19 and following, Jesus came to these 
fishermen: “And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you [to become] fishers 
of men. And…straightway [they] left their nets, and followed him”—you’re going to find 
that Elisha left his yoke of oxen; the disciples in the New Testament left their nets to 
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follow Jesus—“And going on from thence, he saw other two brethren, James the son of 
Zebedee, and John his brother, in a ship with Zebedee their father, mending their nets; 
and he called them. And…immediately”—“and they immediately”—“left the ship and 
their [family], and followed him.” (Matthew 4:19–22) Now, when Elisha began to follow 
Elijah, he followed Elijah to minister to him. Look, if you will, in verse 21—the last part: 
“he arose, and went after Elijah, and ministered unto him.” (1 Kings 19:21) 

Now, learn this, if you would be a disciple: you must minister to Christ before you 
can minister for Christ. Did you know that we’re to minister to our Lord? Did you know 
that we are to become servants of the Lord Jesus Christ, and we are to set it in our 
heart, in our mind, to please Him? We read over in 2 Kings chapter 3, verse 11—don’t 
turn to it, but it says there—that “Elisha…poured water on the hands of Elijah.” (2 Kings 
3:11) Do you know what that means? He took the place of a slave, and he says, “I am 
going to be a follower, a disciple, of Elijah. And so, I will take the position of a slave; I 
will minister to my master.” Have you become a slave to the Lord Jesus Christ? Is it 
your duty, is it your purpose, is it the burning ambition of your heart to minister to 
Jesus? Again, listen—not to a church, but Christ; not to a plan, but a person; not to 
some ministry, but a man. A disciple of an individual wants to please that person. Is the 
burning ambition of your heart to please Jesus and to minister to Him? If so, you’re on 
your way to being a disciple. Now, there’s a person to please. He followed Elijah. 

II. There is a Price to Pay
Secondly, there is a price to pay. And, I want to say, if you would be a disciple of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, it’s going to cost you. And, you can let no treasure—none 
whatsoever—no value, nothing that you hold dear stand between you and serving the 
Lord Jesus Christ. For Elijah to follow after—for Elisha to follow after Elijah—there 
meant that there was a price to pay. 

A. Personal Reputation
For example, he paid the price of personal reputation. Look in verse 19: “So he 
departed [from] thence”—that is, Elijah—“and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was 
plowing with twelve yoke of oxen.” (1 Kings 19:19) Now, don’t miss that. If anybody had 
an ox in Bible times, he was wealthy. Here’s a man with twelve yoke of oxen. That is, he 
is a man that is immensely wealthy. He has a position. Evidently, he was the head, the 
foreman, of a big ranch, and he left that in order to follow the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Now, he left a place of position, reputation, to become a slave and a servant. Are 
you willing to do that? Maybe you’re the CEO in some big company, and God might be 
calling you into the ministry. I’m not saying that He is, but would you be willing to do 
that? This man sitting over here to my right, Bob Sorrell, had a very high place in the 
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world of industry, and God called him out of that place in the world of industry to come 
on the staff of this church at a greatly reduced pay. And, many people thought he’d lost 
his mind, because he had a career path that was going straight up. But, he’s like 
Elijah—Elisha—leaving twelve yoke of oxen to become a servant to Elijah. Now, let me 
say this about discipleship: you may be too big for God to use, but you ’ll never be too 
small for God to use. And, and here, there’s a price of personal reputation. 

B. Personal Relationships
And, not only personal reputation, but personal relationships—look in verse 20: “And he 
left the oxen, and ran after Elijah, and said, Let me, I pray thee, kiss my father and my 
mother, and then I will follow thee.” (1 Kings 19:20) Now, he did not go back to ask 
leave; he went back to take leave. Now, what does our Lord Jesus say? Well, our Lord 
Jesus said, “If any man come [after] me”—in Luke chapter 14, verse 26—“and hate not 
his father, and mother, [his] wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his 
own life also, he cannot be my disciple.” (Luke 14:26) There can be no one—if you 
would be a disciple of Jesus Christ, there could be no one, no relationship—that comes 
before your relationship to Jesus Christ. 

My wife and I are very close. I, we’re intimate in many ways. Not only the physical 
intimacy of husband and wife, but the intimacy of spirit and soul and memory. Ah, we 
have grown up together. We’ve known each other since children. But Joyce knows that 
she is second in my life, but she’s not first in my life. I know that I’m second in her life, 
but I’m not first in her life. That doesn’t bother me. I know that Joyce can love me far 
more by putting Jesus first than she could ever love me by putting me first. And she 
knows that she has far more of me when I exalt the Lord Jesus Christ than I could have 
if I put her first in my life. I’m telling you that your father, your mother, your children, your 
house, your friends, no relationship be, can come between you and your master if you 
would be a disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

C. Personal Riches
Personal reputation—he left it. Personal relationships—he forsook them. Personal 
riches—look, if you will, in verse 21: “And he returned back from him, and took a yoke of 
oxen, and slew them, and boiled their flesh with the instruments of the oxen, and gave 
unto the people, and they did eat.” (1 Kings 19:21) What’s he saying? He’s just simply 
saying, “I’m leaving all of this.” This was—this was—a celebration. It was a barbeque. 
He’s saying, “The barns, the plows, the oxen—it’s all left behind, even the plow. I’m 
following after Jesus.” 

John Calvin, one of the great leaders in the Christian Church, said this statement: “I 
gave up all for Christ, and what have I found? Everything in Christ.” I wonder, is there 
anything that you own—anything—that you would not give Jesus Christ, if He asked you 
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for it? Think about it. Any… Now, I’m not saying He wants you to sell your house and 
give the money to Him. But, suppose He did? Would you? To sell your business? 
Suppose He said to you, “Walk away from this. Leave these people. Sell that. Come 
and follow me.” That’s what a disciple does. A disciple says, “No cost too great.” There 
is a person to please. There is a price to pay. Samuel Rutherford, a great saint, said 
this: “It is folly to think that we shall steal into heaven with a whole skin”—that is, that 
we’re going to have a soft, easy way to serve our Lord. 

Another great saint, William Booth, who founded the Salvation Army, was asked, 
“General Booth, what is the secret of your power?” And, old General Booth pushed the 
hair back from his furrowed brow, thought for a moment, and this is what he said: he 
said, “I will tell you the secret: God has had all there is of me to have. There have been 
men of greater opportunity, but from the day I caught a vision of what Jesus Christ could 
do, I gave all to Him.” That challenges me, because I have to ask myself this question: 
Adrian, have you done the same thing? And frankly, I wonder. But, I know this: that true 
discipleship means that there is a person to please. We’re to minister to Jesus. True 
discipleship means there’s a price to pay. There’s no reputation, no relationship, and no 
riches that we can hold on to. It doesn’t mean that God will not allow us to hold title to 
these things. As a matter of fact, God enjoys us having things if we can use them for His 
glory, but we must hold them with an open hand and say, “Lord, that all belongs to you.” 

III. There is a Purpose to Pursue
Now, here’s a third thing if you would be a disciple of our Lord: not only is there a 
person to please and a price to pay; there is a purpose to pursue. Now, I want you to 
take your Bibles and go to 2 Kings, the second chapter, because we’re going to pick up 
the story in 2 Kings, the second chapter, and find out how this man pursued his master 
and the purpose of his master. If you would be a disciple, you must be unswerving—
unswerving—in your desire to follow Christ. There are many things that would take you 
away from the track. 

Chapter 2, verse 2: “And Elijah said unto Elisha, Tarry here, I pray thee; for the 
LORD hath sent me to Bethel. And Elisha said unto him, As the LORD liveth, and as thy 
soul liveth, I will not leave thee. So they went down to Bethel.” (2 Kings 2:2) Elijah says 
to Elisha, “I’m going to Bethel. You stay here.” He said, “I’m not staying; I’m going with 
you.” And then, look, if you will, in verse 4: “And Elijah said unto him, Elisha, tarry here, I 
pray thee; for the LORD hath sent me to Jericho. And he said, As the LORD liveth, and 
as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. So they came to Jericho.” (2 Kings 2:4) Then, 
look, if you will, in verse 6: “And Elijah said unto him, Tarry, I pray thee…for the LORD 
hath sent me to Jordan. And he said, As the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will 
not leave thee. And they two went on.” (2 Kings 2:6) Now, this is a test. It’s the test of a 
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disciple to see if he is resolute in his purpose. Elijah’s saying, “You stay here.” He’s 
saying, “I will not leave you.” He is unshakeable in his following of his master. 

I wonder, are you easily deterred from following the Lord Jesus Christ? Come up 
here close, and I’m going to tell you something: I don  ’t know how much of God you 
have, but you have all you want. If you don ’t have any more, it  ’s because you don ’t 
want any more. Jesus Christ said, “Blessed are they which to hunger and thirst after 
righteousness: for they shall be filled”—not maybe—“they shall be filled.” (Matthew 5:6) 
But, do we—do we—pursue a purpose? If I were to ask you tonight, how many of you 
want more power with God?—how many of you want to be a disciple of the Lord Jesus 
Christ?—doubtless, most, if not every, hand would go up—a prayer meeting request 
easily uttered and soon forgotten. 

A. The Obstacle of Discouragement
Now, there were obstacles. Discouragement—verse 2, verse 4, verse 6. (2 Kings 2:2, 4, 
6) Elijah says, “Stay here.” He says, “I’m not staying; I’m going.” Well, this was a test of
his determination. He was being sifted; he’s being tried. Do you know that many times
the Lord will do this to us?

You remember reading in the Bible about Jacob wrestling with an angel, and the 
angel says to Jacob, “Let me go.” (Genesis 32:26) Who was that angel? It was Jesus. 
He was the angel of Yahweh, a theophany, a preincarnate appearance of the Lord 
Jesus Christ here on earth. Now, here is Jesus, who is Almighty God, wrestling with a 
man that the Bible calls, in another place, a “worm.” (Isaiah 41:14) Now, God and a 
worm in a wrestling match—you think about that. And, the angel says—Almighty God 
says—to the worm, “Let me go.” (Genesis 32:26) Now, wait a minute. Do you mean that 
God has to say to a worm, “Would you please let go of me?” And, Jacob says, “[I’ll] not 
let [you] go, except [you] bless me.” (Genesis 32:26) Hmm, you know, that fight was 
fixed. You know it. I mean, the angel—the angel—was saying, “Let me go. (I sure hope 
he doesn’t.)” Sometimes the Lord will say, “Let me go.” You say, “I’m not going to let 
you go, Lord.” God says, “I’m so glad you said that.” 

Do you remember reading in the Bible about a woman, a Syrophoenician woman, 
who had a daughter that was vexed with a demon? And, she came to Jesus, and she 
said to Jesus, “Jesus, please would you heal my daughter?” (Matthew 15:22; Mark 
7:26) Jesus said, “Look, I haven’t come except to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 
(Matthew 15:24) She was a Syrophoenician. She wasn’t a Jew, Jewess; she was a 
Gentile. And then, Jesus said, “It’s not fitting—it’s not proper—to take the children’s food 
and give it to dogs.” (Matthew 15:26; Mark 7:27) Can you imagine Jesus speaking that 
way? “It’s not fitting to take the children’s food and give it to dogs.” (Matthew 15:26; 
Mark 7:27) And, He used the word for dog that means “house pet.” And, she went a 
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step further, and she said, “Yes, Lord, but even the dogs get the crumbs from under the 
table.” (Matthew 15:27; Mark 7:28) And, she used the word for “back alley, mangy 
dog”—“Even the curs get the crumbs from the table.” (Matthew 15:27; Mark 7:28) His 
heart just broke. He said, “O woman, great is [your] faith,” (Matthew 17:28) and He did 
for her what she needed done. 

What’s our Lord doing? You read there on the road to Damascus—on the road to 
Emmaus—after the resurrection, Jesus is walking with those two forlorn disciples. And, 
He made as if He would go further, and they said, “No, don’t go. Spend the night.” (Luke 
24:29) He wanted to spend the night with them; He wanted to tarry with them. 

So many of us are so easily deterred from serving the Lord, aren’t we? You see, 
God does business with those that mean business. So many times we don’t mean 
business; we really are not disciples of the Lord. 

B. The Obstacle of Difficulty
Here was Elijah pursuing a purpose. Discouragement, and then difficulty. Where was it 
that Elijah was going? Elisha, I’m saying, rather than Elijah, following, in spite of 
discouragement and in spite of difficulty. Elijah, his master, was going to Gilgal. And 
then, he was going to Bethel. And then, he was going to Jericho. These were centers of 
idolatry. This is where there were rival altars to Jehovah. They were going to face 
hostility there. You’ll face hostility if you become a disciple of the Lord Jesus. Jesus 
said, “The [disciple] is not [better] than his [master]. If they…persecuted me, [they’ll] 
persecute you.” (John 15:20) Some go back in time of discouragement, and some go 
back in time of difficulty. Linda Ravenhill said, “When God opens the windows of heaven 
to bless us, the devil opens the doors of hell to blast us.” You want to be a disciple of 
Jesus? There’s no cheap, easy way. 

C. The Obstacle of Derision
And, not only discouragement and difficulty, but literal derision—look, if you will here, in 
chapter 2, verse 3: “And the sons of the prophets that were at Bethel came forth to 
Elisha, and said…Knowest thou [not] that the LORD [shall] take away thy master from 
thy head to day? And he said, Yea, I know it; hold ye your peace.” (2 Kings 2:3) “Shut 
your yap! I know that!” And then, look, if you will, in verse 5: “And the sons of the 
prophets”—these were young, smart aleck seminarians, embryonic theologs—“the sons 
of the prophets that were at Jericho came to Elisha, and said unto him, Knowest thou 
that the LORD will take away thy master from thy head to day?”—that is, that Elijah’s 
going to heaven—“And he answered, Yea, I know it; hold…your peace.” (2 Kings 2:5) 
What they were—what they were—saying to him is, “Hey, son, the big guy’s going, and 
you’re going to be lost without him.” And, they’re jeering at him and laughing at him, but 
he keeps on going. 

Copyright ©2022 Love Worth Finding Ministries, Inc. | Used by permission from the Rogers Family Trust. | www.LWF.org/ARLC 
140



In my Christian life, especially as a younger man, I was laughed at. And, I’ll tell you, I 
found that to be laughed at was perhaps the hardest thing that I faced as a young 
Christian. The devil will try to laugh you out of a work for God. But, in spite of 
discouragement, in spite of difficulty, in spite of derision, Elisha follows Elijah. Question: 
Have you made it your purpose, in spite of discouragement and difficulty and derision, 
to be a disciple of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ? 

IV. There is a Promise to Plead
There’s a price to pay. And friend, there is a purpose to pursue, and there is a promise 
to plead. Now, look here, if you will, in chapter 2 and verses 11 through 14 here: “And it 
came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared a chariot of 
fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind 
into heaven”—I would love to have seen the old man ride that chariot to heaven, 
wouldn’t you? I mean, he’s going up, the old prophet of God—“And Elisha saw it, and 
he cried, My father, my father, the chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof. And he 
saw him no more: and he took hold of his own clothes, and rent them in two pieces”—
boys and girls, that means he tore them apart—“[And] he took”—“and he took up”—
“also the mantle of Elijah that fell [upon] him, and went back, and stood by the bank of 
Jordan; And he took the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and smote the waters, and 
said, Where is the LORD God of Elijah? and when he…had smitten the waters, they 
parted hither and thither: and Elisha went over.” (2 Kings 2:11–14) 

What is the promise that we plead? That when we become a disciple, the power of 
our master becomes our power. Notice that the power of Elisha was related to the 
ascension of his master. When his master ascended, went up to heaven in a chariot in a 
whirlwind of fire, then it was that this mantle of power falls upon Elisha. Isn’t that what 
Jesus said would happen to us? Luke chapter 24, verses 49 and following: “And, 
behold, I send the promise of [the] Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of 
Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high. And he led them out as far 
as…Bethany, and he lifted up his hands, and blessed them. And it came to pass, [that] 
while he blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up into heaven. And they 
worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy.” (Luke 24:49–52) 

And then, in Acts chapter 2, verses 32 and following, Peter said, “This Jesus hath 
God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses. Therefore being [at] the right hand of God 
exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed 
forth this, which ye now see and hear.” (Acts 2:32–33) Now, what’s he saying? Elisha’s 
power was linked to the ascension of Elijah. My power is linked to the ascension of 
Jesus. Jesus, when He ascended, said, “I go to the Father, and ye shall receive power, 
after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you. I will send the promise of the Father.” (Acts 
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1:8) And, when Jesus went up, the Holy Spirit came down, the disciples went out, and 
the lost came in, because they were disciples of their Master and now had received the 
Master’s power. 

I don’t know about you, but I had rather die than to be sentenced to preach without 
anointing and without power. I mean that. It is foolish and it is wicked—foolish and 
wicked, foolish and wicked—to try to do God’s work without God’s power. And, you will 
never have the power of God until you’re a disciple of your Master. And, when there’s a 
person to please, and a price to pay, and a purpose to pursue, and a promise to claim, 
you’re learning what it means to be a disciple of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Now, when that mantle came down, Elisha had to take it. He had to appropriate it. 
Look, if you will, in verse 14: “And he took the mantle of Elijah that fell [upon] him.” (2 
Kings 2:14) Have you received the power that is potentially yours in the Lord Jesus 
Christ? You have to—you have to—appropriate that power by faith. The same spirit that 
rested upon Elijah rests now upon Elisha. The same Spirit that rested upon Jesus is to 
rest upon me and upon you because of our ascended Lord. If you get the picture here in 
the Old Testament, in Elisha, Elijah lived again. And, in Adrian, Jesus is to be living 
again. The Christian is the visible part of the invisible Jesus, and Jesus is the invisible 
part of the visible Christian. There is a promise to plead. And, when he—Elijah—takes 
that mantle—Elisha takes that mantle—and he comes to the River Jordan, and he 
smites the River Jordan, and he asks a question: “Where is the LORD God of Elijah?” (2 
Kings 2:14) And, those waters just parted back and forth. 

People are asking the question today: “Where is the Lord God of Elijah?” The 
question we need to ask is, where are the Elijahs of God? Where are the Elishas of 
God? Where are the people—the men, the women, the boys and girls, the people of the 
Bellevue fellowship, who want to be disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ? 

V. There is a Prize to Possess
Now, last of all, not only is there a promise to plead, but folks, there’s a prize to 
possess. Look, if you will, in verse 15: “And when the sons of the prophets which were 
to view at Jericho saw him, they said, The spirit of Elijah doth rest [upon] Elisha.” (2 
Kings 2:15) There was a price to pay, but it was worth it. Jesus said in John 10, verse 
10: “[I’ve] come that [you] might have life, and…have it…abundantly.” (John 10:10) He’s 
not just talking about heaven; He’s talking about right here in this life. The reason that 
many people don’t know the abundant life—and they’ll never know it—is because they 
do not know the discipline and the dynamic of discipleship. Now, what greater joy—what 
greater prize—than to be pleasing to your Master and to have the Spirit of the Lord 
Jesus Christ rest upon you. 

You know, Peter asked Jesus a question in Mark chapter 10, verse 28: “Then Peter 
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began to say unto him, Lo, [we’ve] left all, and have followed thee. And Jesus answered 
and said, Verily, I say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or brethren, or 
sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake, and the gospel’s, 
But he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, 
and mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come 
eternal life.” (Mark 10:28–30) That’s the reason why we call this church “a family of 
friends.” Folks, we’re in a big family. Look around. These are your brothers and sisters. 
See, their house is your house. We’re in this together. We are disciples of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. There is a prize to possess. 

Conclusion 
Do you want to be a disciple of Jesus? Do you want to be called a disciple? There’s a 
person to please. There’s a price to be paid. There’s a purpose to pursue. There’s a 
promise to plead. There’s a prize to possess. 

To every man there openeth a way, and ways, and a way, 
And the high soul climbs the high way, 

And the low soul gropes the low. 
And in between, on the misty flats, the rest drift to and fro. 
 But to every man there openeth a high way and a low; 

And every man decideth the way his soul shall go. 
—JOHN OXENHAM 

Now, you can just leave this building tonight and say, “Well, I wonder if we’ll have a long 
line at the restaurant tonight?” or you can leave this building tonight saying, “By God’s 
grace, I want to be a disciple of Jesus Christ. I’m tired of this nominal Christianity. Jesus 
called me to be His disciple.” 

Would you bow your heads in prayer? Father God, I pray that you will help me, Lord, 
to epitomize what I’ve preached. And, save me, Lord, from the hypocrisy of preaching 
that which I do not believe or practice. And Lord, I know that I have much, much need to 
grow. And, what I pray for myself I believe others are praying for themselves: Lord, 
make us disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen. 
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Introduction 
Elisha is one of the lesser-known prophets in the Bible but certainly not one of less 
importance. And there is a great, great benefit and blessing for us in studying the life 
and ministry of the man called Elisha because he is the prophet of abundant life. And 
abundant life is God’s plan for me, and abundant life is God’s plan for you. And the Lord 
Jesus Christ said, in John the tenth chapter and the tenth verse, “I have come that you 
might have life, and that you might have it abundantly” (John 10:10). 

Now what is abundant life? Well, abundant life is life where all of your needs are 
being met. But more than that, abundant life is where you have enough to bless others. 
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Not only do you receive a blessing, but you are a blessing. And the abundant life that 
Jesus was talking about there was not just life out yonder in the future in the sweet by 
and by. It is abundant life right now in the nasty now and now. I mean, everyday, every 
way, in all things, we are to be having victory in and through the Lord Jesus Christ. 

And how tragic it is—I say, how tragic it is—that so many who are the members of 
this church and so many Christians around the world are not living the abundant life, 
because it is a negation of the life and purpose and work of Jesus who came that we 
might have life and have it abundantly. Jesus came to add years to our life, and life to 
our years: that we might have life and that we might have it abundantly.  

Now I’ve said already—and I reiterate—that the life of Elisha is an illustration and a 
lesson for us on the abundant life. And the abundant life begins with a life of 
discipleship. And so tonight, our title for our message is “The Design for Discipleship”— 
“The Design for Discipleship.” First Kings chapter 19, and I begin reading in verse 19—1 
Kings chapter 19 and verse 19: “So he departed thence…”—the he refers to Elisha— 
“So he”—Elijah—“departed thence, and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was 
plowing with twelve yoke of oxen before him, and he with the twelfth: and Elijah passed 
by him, and cast his mantle upon him.” Now the word mantle means the garment that 
was worn over his shoulders, and it was the garment that a prophet would wear. “And 
he left the oxen,”—that is, Elisha left the oxen—“and ran after Elijah, and said, Let me, I 
pray thee, kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow thee. And he said unto 
him, Go back again: for what have I done to thee? And he returned back from him, and 
took a yoke of oxen, and slew them, and boiled their flesh with the instruments of the 
oxen, and gave unto the people, and they did eat. Then he arose, and went after Elijah, 
and ministered unto him” (1 Kings 19:19–21). 

Now here we find a graphic and a pointed illustration of what true discipleship is. 
And there are four elements in the discipleship of Elisha as he followed after Elijah that 
illustrate our discipleship as we follow after the Lord Jesus Christ. These four elements 
are these. Number one: There is a person to please. Number two: There is a price to 
pay. Number three: There is a program to pursue. And number four: There is a prize to 
possess. And I want us to learn those things tonight as we look at this thing called 
discipleship. This morning we looked at that thing called sin, but tonight something I 
believe that will be more of an encouragement to us, that will lift us and bless us, as we 
study together God’s design for discipleship.  

I. There Is a Person to Please
Now first of all, in being anybody’s disciple, you must please that person. To be a 
disciple of someone means that you set your heart, your mind, to please that person. A 
discipleship means there is a person to please. Notice again in verse 21: “And he 
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returned back from him, and took a yoke of oxen, and slew them, and boiled their flesh 
with the instruments of the oxen, and gave unto the people, and they did eat. Then he 
arose, and went after Elijah, and ministered unto him.”  

Elisha understood the meaning of the mantle. When Elijah the prophet came to 
Elisha, he took off his mantle and he put it on the shoulder of Elisha. And to Elisha that 
meant, “Follow me.” Elijah was saying, “I want you now to come after me.” And 
understand this always about discipleship, because, ladies and gentlemen, our God has 
called us to be disciples. Discipleship is not a movement, but a man. It is not joining a 
movement. It is following a man. It is not primarily rooted in a plan but in a person. 

Leave 1 Kings chapter 19, but put your thumb mark there or something and turn to 
Matthew chapter 4, and let’s see how Jesus called His disciples, and you’ll see what I’m 
talking about here. Matthew chapter 4 now, and I’m reading in verse 19: “And he saith 
unto them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men. And they straightway left their 
nets, and followed him. And going on from thence, he saw other two brethren, James 
the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in a ship with Zebedee and their father, 
mending their nets; and he called them. And they immediately left their ship and their 
father, and followed him” (Matthew 4:19–22). 

Just as Elisha followed Elijah, James and John and Peter and the rest of them 
followed the Lord Jesus Christ. They left their nets: They left it all, and they followed 
Jesus. You know what John Calvin, who was the one of the greatest theologians who 
ever lived, said: “I gave up all for Christ, and what have I found? I have found everything 
in Christ.”  

Do you want to be a disciple? Listen. Being a disciple is not primarily being a 
member of Bellevue Baptist Church. It’s not getting into a movement. It’s not winning 
souls. It’s not primarily even being a Bible student. It is fellowship with the Lord Jesus 
Christ: knowing Jesus intimately, following the Lord Jesus Christ. And when will we ever 
learn that fellowship with Christ comes before service for Christ? We must minister to 
Jesus before we can minister to anyone else. Have you ever thought about ministering 
to Jesus? Oh, over and over and over again in the Psalms we’re taught to minister to 
the Lord. 

And here we find out that Elisha ministered to Elijah. And do you know what my job 
tonight is before I can do anything else, before I can minister to you? I have to minister 
to the Lord. I have to please the Lord. I have to praise the Lord. I have to follow the 
Lord. We must minister to Jesus before we can minister to anyone else. Are you willing 
to be a slave of Jesus? Are you willing to follow Jesus? I said, follow Him wherever He 
goes. In the Book of the Revelation, the saints are described in this way: “These are 
they which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth” (Revelation 14:4). Are you willing 
to do that—to say, “Lord Jesus, wherever you lead, I’ll go”? 

Copyright ©2022 Love Worth Finding Ministries, Inc. | Used by permission from the Rogers Family Trust. | www.LWF.org/ARLC 
146



Now if you don’t follow Him, you cannot be His disciple. And the word disciple comes 
from the Latin word discere, which means “to learn.” And a learner is a follower, 
someone who follows his master. Oh, how we need to learn that discipleship is in 
Christ. It is fellowship with Christ. It is knowing Christ. It is loving Christ. It is abiding in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. I’m afraid that too many have joined a movement rather than 
having surrendered to a man. I’m afraid that too many are doing things for Christ rather 
than sitting at the feet of Christ. Now there’s nothing wrong with service, and we ought 
to serve, but when will we learn that we must minister to Jesus before we can minister 
to others? 

I heard about a little girl who loved her daddy very much, and she and her daddy 
were extremely close, and she wanted to do something very special for him for 
Christmas. And she saw in a magazine somewhere how you could make a pair of 
house slippers, and she wanted to make some house slippers for her daddy. She sent 
away for the plan. She sent away for the materials and went up to her bedroom—every 
evening she was up there working on those slippers, working on those slippers, working 
on those slippers. The times that she used to sit in her father’s lap, the times that they 
used to talk together, those times disappeared. And for months and months she was 
there alone. Finally, she came back down on that Christmas day with those slippers and 
presented them to her father, and he tried to smile, and he was appreciative of her nice 
gift. But he thought to himself, “Oh, how much more I would have valued her time just 
sitting in my lap and being with me than I value these slippers!” 

Oh, listen, friend! Jesus values the time that you spend with Him far more than the 
things that you do for Him. Do you know that? Oh, how important it is that we learn to sit 
at the feet of Jesus! How important it is that we learn to follow Jesus! I want to say that 
to be a disciple means, first of all, there is a person to please, and that is the person 
who’s called us to be a disciple. Elisha wanted to please Elijah, and I want to please, 
tonight, the Lord Jesus. 

II. There Is a Price to Pay
The second thing I want us to learn about discipleship: Not only is there a person to 
please—he ministered unto him; but also there is a price to pay. I want us to notice 
again in verse 19: “So he departed thence, and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, who 
was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen before him, and he with the twelfth: and Elijah 
passed by him, and cast his mantle upon him. And he left the oxen, and ran after Elijah, 
and said, Let me, I pray thee, kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow thee. 
And he said unto him, Go back again: for what have I done to thee? And he returned 
back from him, and took a yoke of oxen, and slew them, and boiled their flesh with the 
instruments of the oxen, and gave unto the people, and they did eat. Then he arose, 
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and went after Elijah.” 
Now we’re speaking on the point, “There is a Price to Pay.” I want you to notice what 

this man did who was called to be a disciple of Elijah.  

A. He Forsook Position
The first thing he forsook was his position. Notice the Bible says here in verse 19 that 
he was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen. Now for one man to own an ox in this day was 
like owning one of the finest tractors ever made. Here was a man plowing with twelve 
yoke of oxen. That means that he was the foreman on a big, big ranch. Here was a man 
who had a very eminent and a very prime position. It may not seem much to you, but it’s 
very, very evident that he came from a place of position and a place of elegance. And 
here he leaves all of this. He just simply forsakes all of this. And I want to tell you, dear 
friend, if you’re not willing to forsake position in life, you’ll never be a disciple of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. You must leave whatever position God calls you to leave if He calls you to 
leave it.  

Now He may not call you to leave it. He may just say, “This is exactly where I placed 
you.” But I don’t care, ladies and gentlemen, if you’re the President of the United States, 
or the head of the biggest corporation. I don’t care what kind of business you have, or 
what kind of position you have in life: you must be willing to give it all to Jesus Christ, or 
you cannot be His disciple.  

B. He Forsook Parents
But not only did he leave position, he left parents. He forsook parents. Look again in 
verse 20: “And he left the oxen, and ran after Elijah, and said, Let me, I pray thee, kiss 
my father and my mother, and then I will follow thee.” He kind of reminds us of the man 
in the New Testament who said, “Let me first bid my parents goodbye,” and Jesus 
forbade that man, and Jesus said to that man, “No man, having put his hand to the 
plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God” (Luke 9:61–62). But Elijah did 
not forbid Elisha. Why? Because he knew Elisha’s heart. Elisha was not going back to 
ask leave. He was going back to take leave. There’s nothing wrong with being kind and 
sweet to your father and your mother.  

C. He Forsook Possessions
But I want you to notice that here was a man who, number one, forsook position. 
Number two: He forsook parents. And number three: He forsook possessions. I want 
you to continue to read here in verse 21: “And he returned back from him, and took a 
yoke of oxen, and slew them, and boiled their flesh with the instruments of the oxen, 
and gave unto the people.” What he did was he had a barbecue. He took those hickory 
plow handles and he made a little fire, and he took an ox, and he killed that ox, and he 
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boiled the flesh there, and they had a celebration. He wasn’t feeling badly about the fact 
that he had to leave all of this. As a matter of fact, he was kind of glad to do it, that he 
might serve the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Here was a man who knew that in order to be a disciple there was a price to pay. Do 
you know what’s wrong with modern Christendom today? We’re looking for a cheap 
way. We’re looking for an easy way. We’re looking for a lazy way to serve the Lord. I’m 
not saying it’s wrong to have position. I’m not saying it’s wrong to live with parents. I’m 
not saying it is wrong to have possessions. But I’m saying, ladies and gentlemen, that 
these things must first be given to Jesus Christ. If He wants to give them back, He may. 
If He wants to keep them, He may. But to be a disciple, there is a price to pay. 

I want you to look in the New Testament now to the corresponding passage and turn 
to Luke chapter 14 for a moment—Luke chapter 14. We have an air-conditioned 
upholstered streamlined sort of a faith today, but I want you to see what Jesus said 
about being His disciple. I begin reading here in verse 25: “And there went great 
multitudes with him: and he turned, and said unto to them, If any man come to me, and 
hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, 
and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple. And whosoever doth not bear his cross, 
and come after me, cannot be my disciple” (Luke 14:25–27). I want you to put a star by 
that right in your Bibles, please. Listen to it again: “If any man come to me, and hate not 
his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his 
own life also, he cannot be my disciple. And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and 
come after me, cannot be my disciple.” Jesus is saying not only is there a person to 
please; there’s a price to pay.  

Now you have to understand the sense in which Jesus said, “hate father and 
mother.” He’s using it in what we call hyperbole. And that is a statement that is stated in 
such a way as to make an impact and a point. Now what He is saying is this: that our 
love for Him must be so strong that all other loves will appear as hate in comparison. 
The truth of the matter is the more we love Jesus, the more we’ll love our parents. The 
more we love Jesus, the more we’ll love our wives and our children. And we cannot truly 
love anybody until we do love Jesus. But what Jesus means is this: that all other loves 
must be so far down in comparison to our love for Him that He must come first in every 
instant; always the Lord must come first. Are you willing for that? Are you willing to say, 
“Jesus Christ will come first, before my possessions, before my parents and my earthly 
relationships, and before my position”?  

I’m so grateful for the Sorrell family who came unto our church staff here a while 
back. And here’s Bob Sorrell who left a position, and who left possessions, and at a 
reduced salary was willing to come here and come on our church staff, because he 
wanted to serve the Lord Jesus and wanted to be God’s disciple. Are you willing to do 
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that? 
I was reading the other day about this shrine in France, Lourdes, where so many 

people are going, hoping to be healed, and they have hotels there that are built around 
this particular shrine and this particular grotto. And one of them is named Gethsemane. 
And there was this advertisement out in front of that Motel Gethsemane: “With all the 
modern comforts.” I think that’s exactly what we want: “Gethsemane, with all the 
modern comforts.”  

But friend, there is a Gethsemane. And if you’re looking for a cheap way, if you’re 
looking for an easy way, if you’re looking for a lazy way, to serve the Lord Jesus Christ, 
forget it. The sainted Samuel Rutherford said this: “It is folly to think that we shall steal 
to heaven with a whole skin”—“It is folly to think that we shall steal to heaven with a 
whole skin.” 

A missionary was asked, do you like this work that you’re doing? And do you know 
what the missionary said? He said, “No, I don’t like the work I’m doing. My wife and I 
don’t like dirt. We have reasonably refined sensibilities. We don’t like crawling into vile 
huts through goat refuse. We don’t like associating with ignorant, filthy, and brutish 
people.” But then the missionary said this: “Is a man to do nothing for Christ that he 
does not like? God pity such a one. Liking or disliking has nothing to do with it. We have 
orders to go, and therefore, we must go. Love constrains us.” 

Now that puts a different construction on it, doesn’t it? It’s not a matter of whether 
you like it or not. There is a price to pay.  

Wilbur Chapman, who was a strong and a godly evangelist, was holding a 
conversation with William Booth, who was the founder of the Salvation Army. And 
Wilbur Chapman looked into the piercing eyes and rugged face of this giant for God, 
General Booth. And he said, “General Booth, what is the secret of your power? And 
what is the secret of your success?” And brushing the hair from his brow that revealed 
those furrows that were put there through years of toil and years of battles and trials and 
victories, General Booth said to Wilbur Chapman, “I will tell you the secret. God has had 
all there was of me to have. There have been men of greater opportunity, but from the 
day I caught a vision of what Jesus Christ could do, I gave all to Him.”  

Now, I want to ask you a question, very candidly; not just a rhetorical question, but a 
genuine question. Have you given all to Jesus Christ? 

The other night in my living room, early in the morning, I got on my knees one more 
time and said, “Jesus Christ, I give you everything. I give you my health. I give you my 
body. I give you my life. I give you my children. I give you my possessions. I give you 
my reputation. I give you everything.” And oh, I pray that God the Holy Spirit will help 
me to fulfill that vow. I’m asking you this question: Have you given to Jesus Christ, I say, 
everything? Jesus said, “If you don’t, you cannot be my disciple.”  
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III. There Is a Program to Pursue
To be a disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ means, number one, there is a person to 
please. You must follow Him—not a program, but a person. Number two: It means there 
is a price to pay. Number three: It means there is a program to pursue. Let’s go back 
now, if we will, to our illustration in the Old Testament in the life of Elisha. And I want 
you to read now in 1 Kings chapter 19, verses 15 and 16. Now the Lord is speaking to 
Elijah: “And the LORD said unto him, Go, return on thy way to the wilderness of 
Damascus: and when thou comest, anoint Hazael to be king over Syria: and Jehu the 
son of Nimshi shalt thou anoint to be king over Israel: and Elisha the son of 
Shaphat…shalt thou anoint to be prophet in thy room”—or “in thy place” (1 Kings 19:15–
16). 

Now here is an interesting thing. While Elisha was out there plowing the field, and 
while Elisha was out there as the foreman on that ranch, God had already spoken to 
Elijah and said, “I want you to go and anoint him, for I have chosen him; he is to be my 
prophet.” 

Now the point I’m making is this: that God had a plan for his life even when he didn’t 
know it. It was unknown to Elisha, but God had already had a plan for his life. And God 
has a plan for everyone’s life. To be a disciple means to find that plan and get in on it. 
There is a plan to pursue. There is a program to pursue. 

Now you may be unaware of God’s plan for your life, just as Elisha at first was 
unaware of God’s plan for his life. But the thing that made Elisha the prophet of miracles 
and abundant life is that he found the plan of God; he obeyed the plan of God; he 
fulfilled the plan of God. 

Did you know that God has a plan, not just for my life, and not just for the life of 
Scotty Shows and these other men on the platform, but God has a plan for your life: 
everyone of you—everyone of you? And did you know that your plan is just as sacred to 
God and just as important as my plan is? And you say, “Well, God hasn’t called me to 
be a minister like he’s called you.” God has called every one of us to be a minister. Now 
you may minister in your business, you may minister in your household, you may 
minister there at that school, but God has called you, and God has ordained you. And 
Jesus Christ said to disciples in general, “Ye have not chosen me, but I’ve chosen you, 
and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should 
remain” (John 15:16).  

Ladies and gentlemen, God has a plan for your life. Have you found God’s plan for 
your life? God has a divine blueprint for you. Have you ever thought about those verses 
in Ephesians chapter 2, verses 8 and 9? We often quote those, but we leave off verse 
10 so many times. Ephesians 2:8 and 9 tell us how to be saved. They say, “For by 
grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of 
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works, lest any man should boast.” But listen to verse 10: “For we are his workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus unto good works,”—now listen to this next phrase—“which God 
hath before ordained that we should walk in them” (Ephesians 2:8–10).  

Did you know that God has already before ordained the way that you should go? Did 
you know the Bible says in Psalm 37, “The steps of a good man are ordered by the 
LORD” (Psalm 37:23), that God has before ordained a plan for your life? God had 
before ordained a plan for Elisha’s life. And God has before ordained a plan for your life. 
And to be a disciple means there’s a plan to pursue.  

Are you interested in finding the will of God for your life? Or do you just simply want 
to go through life drawing your breath and drawing your salary and wasting your time? 
I’m not saying that you ought not to be in your place of so-called secular employment. If 
that’s God will for you, if that’s Gods plan for you, if that’s your station for ministry and 
your station for service, wonderful. But I am telling you, as surely as I’m standing here, 
God has a plan for your life.  

Let me tell you how to know God’s plan for your life. You can know it the same way 
that Elisha knew God’s plan. There are three steps. First of all, there must be a general 
release. Secondly, there will be a gradual revelation. And thirdly, there will be a glorious 
realization.  

A. A General Release
But first of all, there must be a general release. You must just simply say, “Here, God, I 
give my life to you.”  

I know when I first started praying about God’s will and plan for my life, God saved 
me as a teenage boy. And I thank God for the church that I went to, Northwood Baptist 
Church in West Palm Beach, Florida, and for the pastor that worked with young people 
and the lay people who worked with young people. We didn’t have a youth minister, as 
such, but they taught us, and they told us that God had a plan for everyone’s life. And I 
can remember as a high school boy and as a football player, I started to pray, “O God, 
what is your plan for my life? God, I want to do your will for my life. I want to know your 
will for my life.” And I said over and over again, “God, I don’t care what it is: I’ll do it, I’ll 
do it, I’ll do it. Just tell me, God, what you want me to do.”  

That’s what I call a general release, where you just release your life to God. You just 
make your life a sheet of white paper and sign your name at the bottom, and say, “God, 
fill it in.” Not “Show me, Lord, what you want me to do, and I’ll make up my mind 
whether I’ll do it.” “Lord, my mind is already made up: I’ll do it regardless.” There must 
be a general release.  

B. A Gradual Revelation
And then there is a gradual revelation. You see, God’s plans always unfold, and God 
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doesn’t always show you the future. As a matter of fact, I don’t think He wants to show 
you the future, because if He did, you would get depending upon the plan rather than 
the man. And so God wants you to live one day at a time, depending upon Him. And 
there is that general release, and then there’s that gradual revelation, as God’s plan just 
unfolds and unfolds and unfolds.  

I’ll tell you the truth, ladies and gentlemen: If God had unfolded to me as a teenage 
boy what I’d be doing now, I’d have died on the spot—I’d have died on the spot. Listen. I 
was afraid to stand before people. Now I wasn’t afraid of man or beast when it came to 
getting in street fights or football. I’ve learned better since then, so don’t come pick a 
fight. But listen. I wasn’t. But I remember in that first Sunday School class when the 
teacher called on me to pray without asking my permission. I choked up, got red in the 
face, and I said, “I’m sorry, you’ll have to ask somebody else.” It embarrassed him. It 
embarrassed me. It embarrassed the class. I was too afraid even to open my mouth in 
prayer. That’s one reason I’ll never call on you to pray unless I know you can do it 
ahead of time. So don’t worry; don’t get all wrung out about it.  

All right now, listen. I was just petrified, and the thought of me standing in front of 
people and speaking was the furthest thing from my mind, that God would call me to be 
a preacher. My daddy wasn’t a preacher; my uncles were not preachers; my brothers, 
my sisters; I didn’t come from that kind of a family. That wasn’t my background. I didn’t 
know anything about it. But God unfolded His plan to me. We’re talking about a general 
revelation.  

I’ll tell you something: I had an experience. I don’t know whether I’ve told you this 
before or not, but when I was in Stetson University, a young man who was in school 
with me had come through Memphis, Tennessee, and he went back to school, and he 
said, “Guess what I did.” I said, “What did you do?” He said, “I went through Memphis, 
Tennessee, and went in to see Robert G. Lee.” I said, “You did? How did you get in to 
see him?” That impressed me so much. It impressed me more than if you said to me, 
“Guess what I did. I went through Washington and stopped in to see Jimmy Carter.” I 
couldn’t figure out how on earth that he got in to see the eminent Dr. Robert G. Lee. 
And I said, “Well, how did you get in to see him?” He said, “Well, I went to his secretary 
and asked if I could go and see him for a while.” And I couldn’t imagine that a man 
would have a secretary. I mean, I knew some churches had secretaries, you know, but I 
didn’t know that a pastor would have a secretary, per se. And I said, “What did she 
say?” “Well, she said I could go in to see him.” Well, I couldn’t figure out how she knew 
whom he’d see. But anyway, he said, “I went in there.” And I said, “What did ya’ll do?” 
He said, “Well, we talked a while,” and then he said, “Let’s pray,” and said, “We prayed 
a while, and then I left.”  

And I thought to myself, “Boy, I’d like to do that. I’d like to go through Memphis, 

Copyright ©2022 Love Worth Finding Ministries, Inc. | Used by permission from the Rogers Family Trust. | www.LWF.org/ARLC 
153



Tennessee and see Robert G. Lee.” And I was a 19-year-old boy, and I thought, “Well, 
he wouldn’t want to see me,” and I’d be embarrassed, and I tried to conjure up in my 
mind what the office would look like and so forth, and just imagined all of that. And I’d 
forgotten that. It all had gone out of mind until a while back I was sitting in that same 
office behind that same desk right back there, and my secretary buzzed and said, “Dr. 
Rogers, Dr. Lee’s out here and wants to know if he can come in and see you.”  

Now listen. Listen, friend. If you’d have told me as a 19-year-old embryonic 
theologian back there that one day, it would have scared me to death; it would have 
fractured me. It really would have. And I’m glad that God’s plan is so glorious. 

C. A Glorious Realization
But there must be—listen—there must be first of all a general release. And then 
secondly, there is a gradual revelation. And thirdly, there is a glorious realization. And 
you can look back upon your life and say, “Hitherto hath the Lord led me.” How 
wonderful, as we’re walking the stream of God’s will, when first of all we say, there’s a 
person to please, and then there’s a price to pay, and then we understand there is a 
program to pursue! God has a plan for your life, my life. I started praying, “Lord, what do 
you want me to do?” And somehow, some way, the germ thought got in my mind that 
God wanted me to preach. And I started to say, “Now Lord, are you sure? I mean, Lord, 
I think you want me to preach.” And then after a while, it was, “Lord, I really feel that you 
want me to preach.” Then after a while, it was, “Lord, if you don’t want me to preach, 
you’d better let me know.” And then finally, “Lord, you do want me to preach.” And I 
made that commitment. And thank God, I’ve never doubted it. 

IV. There Is a Prize to Possess
All right now, let me go on and say, finally, not only is there a program to pursue; dear 
friend, there is a prize to possess. You know, when you get to talking about paying a 
price and everything, everybody gets all edgy, and they say, “Well, I don’t know whether 
I’m willing therefore to be a disciple.” But if you were to ask Elisha, “Was it worth I all?” 
he’d say,  

It pays to serve Jesus, it pays every day, 
It pays every step of the way. 

—FRANK C. HUSTON 
What was the prize that Elisha received in his relationship with Elijah? Well, I just 

want to mention three things. I’m not even going to preach on them because they’ll 
come out later in this series of messages.  

A. The Presence of His Master
But number one: There was the presence of his master. And that was prize enough, 
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wasn’t it? Just to be with Elijah. Oh, what a glorious privilege is ours just to walk and talk 
with the King! 

B. The Power for His Ministry
But not only was there the presence of his master; there was the power for his ministry. 
And we’re going to see how this prophet not only was divinely appointed, but how he 
was divinely anointed. But we’re not going to talk about that.  

C. The Performance of His Miracles
And the third thing I want to mention: There was the performance of his miracles—the 
performance of his miracles. He was the prophet of the miraculous. He was the prophet 
of abundant life. 

And I tell you, when you follow the Lord Jesus Christ, when you’re willing to be His 
disciple, you are going to possess this prize. Number one: There will be the presence of 
your Master. Number two: There will be power for your ministry. And number three: 
There will be the performance of the miraculous. There will be something about your life 
that will be supernatural. Oh, there is a prize to possess!  

Notice what the Lord Jesus said to His disciples. Again, turn to the New Testament, 
in Mark chapter 10, for just a moment, and verse 28—Mark chapter 10. And Jesus has 
been talking to those who’ve been willing to pay the price, and He makes a wonderful 
statement about the prize. Mark 10, verse 28: “Then Peter began to say unto him, Lo, 
we have left all, and followed thee…”—Peter was like Elisha who left it all—“We have 
left all, and followed thee. And Jesus answered and said, Verily I say unto you, There is 
no man that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or 
children, or lands, for my sake, and the gospel’s, but he shall receive an hundredfold 
now in this time…”—don’t think it’s bad, friend; it’s glorious. Look, you’ve got, I’ve got, 
more daddies and mamas than I can count. I’ve got more houses and lands than I 
know. People say, “Whenever you’re in our town, come stop by. We’ve got a room for 
you, a place for you.” Someone just brought me a sack of tomatoes before I came to 
church. Friend, let me tell you something. God is so good. God is so good. Listen to 
what He says here, how wonderful it is. The Lord Jesus is telling us that it pays to serve 
Him; it pays every day; it pays every step of the way. And so He goes on to say—“but 
he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and 
mothers, and children, and lands,”—notice you don’t get 100 wives. You can get a 100 
mothers and fathers; you keep the one wife you’ve got. All right now, listen—listen—
“with persecutions…”—that doesn’t mean it’s all going to be all honey and no bees, no 
work and all ease. There’s a price to pay. But how wonderful it is—“with persecutions; 
and in the world to come eternal life” (Mark 10:28–30).  

It pays to serve Jesus; it really does. Discipleship is the wisest thing you could do or 
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be. 

Conclusion 
Now I want to ask you, after having heard this, “Do you still want to be my disciple?” 
Jesus is asking you. Do you want to come after Him? Will you follow the Lord Jesus? I’ll 
tell you one thing about the Lord Jesus. He never had any fine print in his contract. He 
spelled it out ahead of time. Sometimes preachers are known for the crowds they get. 
Jesus preached them away. Don’t ever accuse Jesus of getting followers under false 
pretenses. Do you want to be His disciple?  

But to every man there openeth, 
A way, and way, and away, 

A high soul climbs the highway, 
And the low soul gropes the low, 

And in between on the misty flats, 
The rest drift to and fro. 

But to every man there openeth, 
A high way and a low, 

And every man decideth, 
The way his soul shall go. 
—ELLA WHEELER WILCOX 
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Introduction 
Open God’s Word to the Old Testament—1 Kings 19—and, in a moment, I’m going to 
begin reading in verse 19. I want to talk to you tonight about discipleship. Our Lord 
Jesus told us in His Great Commission that we were to go and make disciples (Matthew 
28:19–20). And, I want to explain to you tonight what a disciple is, and I want to 
encourage you tonight to be a disciple and a maker of disciples. So often we talk about 
decisions. Maybe an evangelist will go to a city, and he’ll leave that city and say, “We 
had so many decisions.” Maybe a missionary team will go overseas, and they’ll come 
back; and they will say, “We have so many decisions.” But, the Bible doesn’t talk about 
making decisions; it talks about making disciples. If you want to know whether anything 
real and lasting and holy was done, don’t count the decision; come back later and count 
the disciples. See if there are people who are following the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Now, the passage that I have before you tonight is an episode in the life of one of 
God’s prophets, whose name was Elijah, and another whose name was Elisha. And, 
Elisha was a disciple of Elijah. And, as we see the discipleship of Elisha, as he was a 
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disciple of Elijah, we learn something of how we are to be disciples of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, for the Bible says that Jesus came in the spirit of Elijah (Malachi 4:5–6). That is, 
Elijah typifies—he pictures—the Lord Jesus Christ. And, when Jesus called His 
disciples and taught them about discipleship, doubtless they had this story in their 
background. And, when Jesus talked to them about being disciples, they knew 
something of what discipleship is all about. 

I want to give you five basic things that are true in the life of a disciple, and I pray 
God He’ll make them true in your heart and in your life. 

I. If You Would be a Disciple, There is a Person to Please
First of all, if you would be a disciple, there is a person to please. Look, if you will now, 
in verse 19—chapter 19 and verse 19: “So he departed thence, and found Elisha”—the 
“he” refers to Elijah—“[he]…found Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was plowing with 
twelve yoke of oxen before him, and he with the twelfth: and Elijah passed by him, and 
cast his mantle upon him”—now, the mantle was a robe that a prophet would wear, and 
it was the sign and the signature of a prophet—“And he left”—that is, “Elisha left”—“the 
oxen, and ran after Elijah”—now, underscore that—“[he] ran after Elijah, and said, Let 
me, I pray thee, kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow thee”—underscore 
that—“I will follow thee. And he said unto him, Go back again: for what have I done to 
thee? And he returned back from him, and took a yoke of oxen, and slew them, and 
boiled their flesh with the instruments of the oxen, and gave [to] the people, and they did 
eat. Then he arose”—now, underscore this—“and went after Elijah, and ministered unto 
him” (1 Kings 19:19–21). Now, when Elisha had the mantle to fall upon his shoulders, 
he was taking the mantle of Elijah, and that just simply meant, “I want you to come and 
follow me.” 

What is a disciple? A disciple is one who follows his master. A disciple is someone 
who is dedicated to a person. There is a person to please if you would be a disciple. I’m 
not calling you tonight to a movement. I’m not calling you tonight to a plan. I am calling 
you tonight to a person: the Lord Jesus Christ. And, all disciples are people who are 
disciples of someone else. 

Now, in the margin of your Bible, write down “Matthew 4:19–22,” and let me share 
them with you. I want you to see now how Jesus Christ called His disciples: “And he 
saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men. And…straightway [they] 
left their nets, and followed him. And going from thence, he saw…two [other] brethren, 
James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in a ship with Zebedee their father, 
mending their nets; and he called them. And immediately they left the ship and their 
father, and [they] followed him” (Matthew 4:19–22). 

Are you a follower of Jesus Christ? Are you? I mean, is Jesus Christ the one person 
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on this Earth that you desire to please more than your parents, more than your 
employer, more than your teacher, more than your coach, more than your accountant, 
more than the crowd? Is your life wrapped up, consumed, with a burning desire to follow 
the Lord Jesus Christ? There is a person—a person—to please.  

And, notice what it says in the last part of verse 21: “he arose, and went after Elijah, 
and ministered [to] him” (1 Kings 19:21). Do you minister to Christ? I mean, are you 
here to please Him in all that you do? Now, ministering to Christ comes before service 
for Christ. We must minister to Jesus before we can minister to any one else. In 2 Kings 
3:11, we find out that Elisha “poured water on the hands of Elijah.” That is, he just went 
around, saying, “Elijah, when it’s time for your meal, you don’t need to go down to the 
well to bathe—you don’t need to go to the basin to bathe. Here I am. I have a pitcher of 
water. I’ll pour it on your hands. I will dry your hands. I am your servant. I am your 
slave.” 

Look in this passage of Scripture. Here was Elisha. He was a very successful man. 
He was the leader, the head, the foreman in the big ranch. He was plowing with 12 yoke 
of oxen. You may not understand this, but friend, in this day, if you had one ox, you 
were wealthy. Here was a man who was successful, and he said, “Listen, Elijah, I will 
leave all of this. I will go and follow you.” And, he left personal reputation, personal 
relationships, personal riches—the plows, the oxen—all of it. As a matter of fact, if you’ll 
look in verse 21—look at it: “he returned back from him, and took a yoke of oxen, and 
slew them”—now, that would be like a person taking two Cadillacs and giving them to 
the work of the Lord—“he…took a yoke of oxen, and slew them, and boiled their flesh 
with the instruments of the oxen, and gave [to] the people, and they did eat” (1 Kings 
19:21). You know what this was? It was a celebration; it was a barbecue. He said, “This 
plow, these oxen, this ranch, my parents—I leave it all”—possession, position, parents. 
He didn’t follow the Lord Jesus Christ because he had nothing to do or couldn’t do 
anything else. 

That man sitting right over there, Bob Sorrell, was the chairman of the deacons in 
this church. He was a leader in the world of industry in our city. Many, many, many 
people worked beneath his direction. He came to see me one day. He said, “Pastor, I 
need to talk to you. They want to give me a promotion. They want to move me up in the 
organization.” He was already very high in the organization, but they wanted to make 
him a manager of one of the International Harvester plants. “But,” he said, “Pastor, I’ve 
got a tug in my heart. I believe that God has put His hand on me. I believe that God is 
moving in my heart and in my life.” And, I watched this man leave a position that some 
people would say, “You are a sheer fool to leave.” I watched him take a drastic cut in 
salary. I watched him walk away from things that other people would work all of their 
lives to get to, that he might come and serve Jesus by serving us. And, when I read this 
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story, I think of Bob Sorrell and others like that who realize that the most important 
thing—the most important thing—is to please Jesus. If you please Jesus, it doesn ’t 
matter whom you displease; and if you displease Jesus, it doesn  ’t matter whom you 
please. 

And so, put it down: if you would be a disciple, first of all, there is a person to please. 
You follow the Lord Jesus night and day, have eyes for Christ—and Him alone—and 
minister to Jesus. 

II. If You Would be a Disciple, There is a Price to Pay
Not only is there a person to follow, but there is a price to pay—a person to please, and 
there’s a price to pay. If you’re looking for an easy way, a cheap way, a lazy way to be a 
disciple of the Lord Jesus, you’ll not be. It cost Elisha; it will cost you dearly. Listen to 
the words of Jesus. Luke 14:25 and following: “And there went great multitudes with 
him: and he turned, and said unto them, If any man come to me, and hate not…father, 
and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, 
he cannot be my disciple” (Luke 14:25–26). Now, the word hate here is used in a 
comparative sense. This is hyperbole. The truth of the matter is, when you love Jesus, 
you’ll love your father, mother, brothers, and sisters more, not less. But, Jesus is saying 
that “your love for Me must make your love for them, in comparison, be like hate.” That 
is, “You cannot have two masters. No one, no thing—nothing—can come between you 
and Me. There is a person to please. You come and minister to Me. There is a price to 
pay.” 

Now, look up here, and let me ask you a question: Would you pay a price? If it 
inconveniences you to be in church, do you miss church? On a rainy Sunday morning, 
do you find it difficult to be here? You just roll over because it’s raining. On Monday 
morning, if it’s raining, you go to work, don’t you? But, you miss church if it’s raining. 
Joyce and I were in bed on a Sunday morning—the lightning flashed, and the thunder 
rolled, and the rain came down. And, Joyce said, “Did you hear that?” I said, “What?” 
She said, “A thousand Baptists just rolled over and went back to sleep!” One pastor 
wrote in his “Pastor’s Paragraph,” “I want to thank all the folks who braved the rain last 
week to come to church.” Now, you think about that—“braved the rain.” You know, they 
ought to put medals on us. I mean, we actually fought with rain to get to church. I 
sometimes watch that bunch of fanatics up there in the Green Bay Packers…sitting out 
in a blizzard, watching those guys take that bag full of zipped-up air up and down a field. 

People have talked to me, and they say, “Well, Pastor, you’ve taken a stand for 
Christ and His Word. I just want to thank you for the price you pay.” And, I get to 
thinking about the price: I haven’t missed a meal; I’ve slept in a soft bed; I live in an air-
conditioned house; I haven’t been in jail yet; I’ve not yet shed a drop of blood. I’m going 
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to tell you something: most of us don’t know much about paying a price to be a 
Christian. We don’t know what it is all about. To be a disciple, there is a person to 
please: His name is Jesus. And, we must please Him before all others. There is a price 
to pay. Saintly Samuel Rutherford said, “It is folly to think that we shall slip into Heaven 
with a whole skin.” 

Somebody asked a missionary and his wife—said, “Do you and your wife like being 
missionaries, and do you like your work?” They weren’t prepared for the answer that he 
gave. He said, “You asked, ‘Do we like this work?’ No!” He said, “My wife and I do not 
like dirt. We have reasonably refined sensibilities. We do not like crawling into vile huts 
through goat refuse. We don’t like associating with ignorant, filthy, and brutish people.” 
But then, this missionary said this: “But, is a man to do nothing for Christ he does not 
like? God pity such a one. Like or disliking has nothing to do with it. We have orders to 
go, and we go! Love constrains us to be a disciple of the Lord Jesus.” 

Wilbur Chapman was an evangelist of yesteryear. He was mightily used of God. 
Wilbur Chapman knew another man that was mightily used of God; his name was 
William Booth. William Booth was the founder of the Salvation Army. Wilbur Chapman 
said to William Booth, “General Booth, tell me—God has so mightily used you; God has 
used you in extraordinary ways. There’s a difference in your life—General Booth, what 
is the secret of your life?” And, that old warrior pushed back a lock of white hair from his 
furrowed brow, and this is what he said: “I will tell you the secret: God has had all there 
is of me to have. There have been men of greater opportunity, but from the day I caught 
a vision of what Jesus Christ could do, I gave all to Him.” I have to ask myself a 
question: “Adrian, have you given all to Jesus Christ?” I want you to ask yourself that 
question. 

III. If You Would be a Disciple, There is a Purpose to Pursue
A disciple says, “There’s a person to please.” A disciple says, “There’s a price to pay.” A 
disciple says, “There is a purpose to pursue.” I want you to fast-forward now to 2 Kings, 
and look in chapter 2—2 Kings chapter 2—and we pick up the story there. And, I want 
you to listen, because there’s a theme here that’s very important: “And it came to pass, 
when the LORD would take up Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind”—“by a whirlwind”— 
“that Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal. And Elijah said unto Elisha”—that is, “the 
master said to the disciple”—“Tarry here, I pray thee; for the LORD hath sent me to 
Bethel. And Elisha said unto him, As the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not 
leave thee. So they went down to Bethel. And the sons of the prophets that were at 
Bethel came forth to Elisha, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the LORD will take 
away thy master from thy head to day? And he said, Yea, I know it; hold ye your peace. 
And Elijah said unto him, Elisha, tarry here, I pray thee; for the LORD hath sent me to 
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Jericho. And he said, As the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. So 
they came to Jericho. And the sons of the prophets that were at Jericho came to Elisha, 
and said unto him, Knowest thou that the LORD will take away thy master from thy head 
to day? And he answered, Yea, I know it; hold ye your peace. And Elijah said unto him, 
Tarry, I pray thee…for the LORD [hast] sent me to Jordan. And he said, As the LORD 
liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. And they two went on. And fifty men of 
the sons of the prophets went, and stood to view afar off: and they two stood by Jordan. 
And Elijah took his mantle, and wrapped it together, and smote the waters, and they 
were divided hither and thither, so that they two went over on dry ground. And it came to 
pass, when they were gone over, that Elijah said unto Elisha, Ask what I shall do for 
thee, before I be taken away from thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, let a double portion 
of thy spirit be upon me. And he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing: nevertheless, if 
thou see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so unto thee; but if not, it shall not 
be so” (2 Kings 2:1–10). A person to please, a price to pay, and a purpose to pursue. 

Now, the idea here is this: that the master is testing the disciple. He acts as if he 
wants to get away from him. He says, “I’m going over here; you stay there.” But, Elisha 
said, “Where you go I’m going.” He had eyes for the man of God, and he would not be 
separated. Did—did—Elijah really want Elisha to stay? Not at all, because in every 
instance, he permitted him to go. Many times, God will test us. Many times, God will 
seem reluctant. You can find that all the way through the Bible—that God seems 
reluctant, but He’s not reluctant. What He is doing is proving us; He is testing us. 

You remember the story of that woman who had a little demon-possessed girl. She 
was a Syrophoenician woman. She came to Jesus and said, “Jesus, heal my daughter,” 
and Jesus said, “Why, I haven’t been sent but to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 
Do you think I’m going to take the children’s bread and give it to dogs?” (Mark 7:26–27). 
Can you imagine Jesus speaking that way? But, that woman said, “Well, that’s the truth, 
Lord. You shouldn’t take the children’s bread and give it to dogs,” but she said, “but 
even the dogs get the crumbs that fall from the table” (Mark 7:28). The first word that 
Jesus used for dog was a word that meant “household pet.” The word she used meant 
“mangy, back alley dog.” She said, “Yes, I’m a dog, even worse than you’ve said, but I 
want a crumb from Your table, Lord.” And, Jesus said, “O woman, great is your faith. 
You’ll have what you ask” (Mark 7:29). 

I read there in the Bible about old Jacob wrestling with an angel. That angel was the 
angel of Yahweh; it was the Lord Jesus—a theophany, a pre-incarnate appearance of 
the Lord Jesus. And, they wrestled all night. Can you imagine a mortal man wrestling 
with an angel? Do you—don’t you—understand that that angel could have pinned Jacob 
any time he wanted to? And, the angel kept saying, “Let me go” (Genesis 32:26). Why, 
if that angel wanted to get away, he could get away. One angel slew 185,000 Assyrians. 
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He wouldn’t have any trouble with Jake. “Let me go” (Genesis 32:26). And, the angel’s 
saying, “I hope he doesn’t—I hope he doesn’t.” And, old Jacob said, “I will not let you go 
unless you bless me” (Genesis 32:26). And, he got the blessing he wanted (Genesis 
32:29). 

Jesus was walking with two disciples on the road to Emmaus after His resurrection. 
They didn’t recognize who He was, but their hearts began to burn within them. And, the 
Bible says, “Jesus made as if He would go further, and they constrained Him. And, they 
said, ‘Stay with us’” (Luke 24:28–29). He wanted to stay with them, but He wanted them 
to want Him to stay with them. 

You find this all through the Bible. Jesus said there was a man who needed bread, 
and he went and knocked on a man’s door and said, “Lend me three loaves” (Luke 
11:5). And, he said, “Go away. I’m in bed. My children are in bed with me. Go away” 
(Luke 11:7). And, he knocked again; he said, “I’ve got a stranger who is come. I’ve got 
to feed him. Open up, and give me some bread” (Luke 11:6). And, Jesus said, “When 
you pray like that to your Heavenly Father, you’ll get an answer, also” (Luke 11:9). And, 
he finally opened the door and gave him all that he needed. You remember the story? 
What is all of this about? There is, friend, a purpose to pursue. If you would be a 
disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ, you must have a burning, blazing, passionate 
persistence, and say, “I have eyes for the man of God. I will follow him.” 

If you’ll see these places where he was asked to go, you’ll understand something 
about it. These places were places of discouragement; they were places of difficulty: 
Gilgal, Bethel, Jericho. There were rival altars to Jehovah there. Every place that Elisha 
went, they mocked him. They said, “Your master’s going to be taken from you today.” 
He said (in plan English), “You shut your mouth. I know what’s going to happen.” Their 
jeering and their laughing did not stop him. 

You’re going to be laughed at if you follow the Lord Jesus Christ. In these days—in 
these days—you’re going to be laughed at more and more. Are you willing to be a 
disciple? There’s a person to please. There’s a price to pay. There is a plan to pursue, 
and you must get a bulldog grip on it. Elijah said to Elisha, “What do you want?” He 
said, “I want a double portion of the spirit that is on you.” And, Elijah said, “If you’re with 
me when I’m taken up, you’ll get it” (2 Kings 2:9–10). Now friend, God wants you to 
have power. You say, “I want power in my life.” You don’t want power nearly so much 
as God wants you to have it, but you’ve got to be serious. God does business with those 
that mean business. 

IV. If You Would be a Disciple, There is a Promise to Plead
Here’s the fourth thing: not only is there a person to please, not only is there a price to 
pay, not only is there a plan to pursue, but friend, there is promise to plead—a promise 
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to plead. Elijah said to Elisha, “You want this power? You can have it. But, the power 
that you want is linked with my ascension. When I’m ascended, when I’m taken up, if 
you have eyes for me, if your heart is with me, you’ll have what you ask” (2 Kings 2:10). 
The Holy Spirit is the Christian’s promise that we plead. Jesus said, “Behold, I send the 
promise of the Father, which is the Holy Ghost” (Luke 24:49). And, the coming of the 
Holy Spirit was, for those disciples, the counterpart of what the mantle was to Elisha so 
long ago. 

Listen to these verse—Luke 24:49 and following: Jesus said, “And, behold, I send 
the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be 
endued with power from on high. And he led them out as far as…Bethany, and he lifted 
up his hands, and blessed them. And it came to pass, while he blessed them, [that] he 
was parted from them, and carried up into heaven. And they worshipped him, and 
returned to Jerusalem with great joy: And were continually in the temple, praising and 
blessing God” (Luke 24:49–53). Just as with Elisha and Elijah, with His disciples, the 
Lord Jesus said, “When I’m taken up, the promise will come.” 

Listen to John 7:37 and following: “In [that] last day, that great day of the feast, 
Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. He 
that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living 
water. (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for 
the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because…Jesus was not yet glorified)” (John 7:37–
39). When Jesus went up, the Spirit came down. When Elijah went up, Elisha received 
the power. 

Listen to Acts 2:32–34: the apostle, preaching, said, “This Jesus hath God raised up, 
whereof we all are witnesses. Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and 
having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, 
which ye now see and hear. For David is not ascended into the heavens: but he saith 
himself, The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand.” What does that mean? 
The promise… There’s a promise—there’s a promise. 

When God called me into the ministry, God gave me a promise. When God called 
you into service, God gave you a promise. And, that promise is spiritual power. It is 
foolish, it is wicked, it is sheer ignorance—to try to do the work and power of God 
without the anointing of God. I had rather die than to be sentenced to preach without the 
anointing and the power of God. As I leave my study to come to this platform, I drop to 
my knees, and I pray, “O God, I need that power; I need that anointing.” 

To be a disciple of the Lord Jesus there’s a promise to plead: “ye shall receive 
power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you” (Acts 1:8). You cannot be a disciple 
of the Lord Jesus Christ apart from the power of the Holy Spirit of God. But, this power 
must be appropriated, just as it was here in this day. When the man of God went up, the 
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power came down. 
Look, if you will, in verse 11—2 Kings 2:11: “And it came to pass, as they still went 

on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and 
parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven”—you say, 
“Pastor Rogers, do you believe that, literally?” Yes!—“And Elisha saw it, and he cried, 
My father, my father, the chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof. And he saw him 
no more”—and Jesus, my friend, has been taken up into Heaven, and we see Him no 
more. But now, notice—“he saw him no more: and he took hold of his own clothes, and 
rent them in two pieces”—that is, he just ripped them off. Now, verse 13—“[And] he took 
up also the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and went back, and stood by the bank of 
Jordan; And he took the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and smote the waters, and 
said, Where is the LORD God of Elijah? and when he had smitten the waters, they 
parted hither and thither: and Elisha went over” (2 Kings 2:11–14). 

Now, get this—get this: they got over Jordan the first time when Elijah took that 
mantle. He folded it together. He smote the waters. The waters parted, and they two 
went over. Then, the waters closed back. Elijah goes to Heaven. The mantle comes 
down. Now, Elisha takes that mantle, and he says, “Where is the LORD God of Elijah?” 
(2 Kings 2:14). And, he smote the water, and the waters opened up again. Now, don’t 
miss this: in Elisha, Elijah lived again. “Where is the LORD God of Elijah?” (2 Kings 
2:14). I want to ask you a question: Where is the Lord Jesus Christ? In me. Amen? In 
you. Amen? In a Christian, Christ lives again—in us. Jesus went up; the Spirit came 
down, and the power of God was released. 

What is a disciple? He is someone who realizes there is a person to please. You 
please Him above all others. You minister to Him. There is a price to pay. There is no 
cheap way, no easy way, no lazy way to be a disciple of any one, especially the Lord 
Jesus Christ. There is a purpose to pursue no matter what obstacles are there. You 
must have eyes for your Master, and you must say, “Master, wherever you go, I’m 
going.” And, even in the face of seeming discouragement and derision, you follow the 
Lord. There is a promise to plead. He has said, “I will send the promise of My Father” 
(Luke 24:49). The master is responsible for supplying the disciples’ needs. As the 
disciple gives all that he has to the master, the master, therefore, assumes 
responsibility of meeting that disciple’s needs. There is a promise to plead. 

V. If You Would be a Disciple, There is a Prize to Possess
And, last of all, dear friend, there is a prize to possess—there’s a prize to possess. Is it 
worth it all to serve the Lord Jesus Christ? Oh, my friend, it is, indeed, worth it all. And, 
what is—what is—this worth? Well, above all else, it is to hear Him say, “Well done, 
good and faithful servant.” 
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I’ve had some prizes in my life; I’ve had a few honors. I played football. I was given 
some honors, a few little trinkets, a few little trophies. They’re all just premature junk. 
But, I’ll tell you, there is something that I want. Look, if you will, in Mark 10:28: “Then 
Peter began to say unto him, Lo, we have left all, and have followed thee.” That’s what 
a disciple is. “Lo, [we’ve] left all, and have followed thee” (Mark 10:28). And, Peter was 
wondering, “Is it worth it all? I mean, is it worth it all?” “Lo, [we’ve] left all, and…followed 
thee” (Mark 10:28). Oh, did you, Peter? And, left those stinking boats, and those nets, 
and that fish? And, that’s what you left to follow Him? 

I hear people talk about what they gave up to go in the ministry. “Oh, I fought the call 
to preach.” Now, weren’t you wonderful that you finally surrendered? I hear guys talk 
about what they would have been if they hadn’t gone in the ministry. Most of them 
would be in prison. Friend, I never fought the call to preach. I want you to know I am 
gloriously honored that God called me to preach. And, I mean this, and there’s a God in 
Heaven listening: I would have to step down to be the President of the United States. I 
mean that with all of my heart, friend. To follow the Lord Jesus Christ… We talk about 
what we have left. Peter says, “Lord, we left all to follow Thee”—“And Jesus answered 
and said, Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or brethren, or 
sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake, and the gospel’s, 
But he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, 
and mothers, and children, and lands”—notice He doesn’t say “100 wives,” though—
“with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life”—“eternal life” (Mark 10:28–30) 
following Jesus. 

You know, we’ve got a wonderful brotherhood, a wonderful fraternity. I’ve got 
brothers and sisters all over this world. I just had some dear folks here, just came by my 
study just before I walked out—Brother Brown and his wife, a man I haven’t known very 
much. But, I tell you, I know him. I know him because when I’m with him, the thing that 
makes his heart beat makes my heart beat. I have houses all over this world. You say, 
“Boy, you’re wealthy!” Might as well have them—when I go, they say, “Come in. Here’s 
a place to stay. Sit down at our table.” Have friends—brothers and sisters in the Lord 
that are as real and precious to me as my brothers and sisters in the flesh. I have 
mamas. I’ve got a lot of mamas—a lot of mamas that love me, and I love them as a son 
would love his mama and as I love my dear mama. Folks, don’t ever feel sorry for me 
because I’m a disciple of Jesus Christ. Oh, there are persecutions. There’s no fine print 
in it. But, 

It pays to serve Jesus, it pays every day, 
It pays every step of the way, 

Though the pathway to glory may sometimes [seem dreary], 
[It pays to serve Jesus each day]. 
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—FRANK C. HUSTON 

Conclusion 
A disciple is a person who realizes that there’s a person to please, there’s a price to 
pay, there is a plan to pursue, there’s a promise to plead, and there’s a prize to 
possess. It pays to serve Jesus. Why don’t you, tonight, say, “Lord, I don’t want just to 
be a member of Bellevue. I don’t want to just be called a Christian. I want to be a 
disciple—a disciple of Jesus”? 

Let’s pray together. Lord, seal the message to our hearts. In Jesus’s name. Amen. 
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“And the messenger that was gone to call Micaiah spake unto him, saying, Behold now, 
the words of the prophets declare good unto the king with one mouth: let thy word, I 

pray thee, be like the word of one of them, and speak that which is good.” 
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Conclusion

Introduction 
Some have asked me to share with you what I shared to the National Religious 
Broadcasters Saturday, a week ago. I asked you to pray for me, and I said it would be 
my responsibility to speak to them. And, I want to share with you briefly, indeed, not all 
that I had to say, and perhaps not using some of the applications and illustrations that I 
used with them, because this is a different group… But, in that convocation in Nashville, 
there were some 4,000 broadcasters, station owners, television people, religious 
leaders. And, I had the opportunity and the responsibility to bring the keynote message. 
The theme of that conference was “An Unchanging Message to a Changing World.” 
    And, I thought, “Well, now what shall I say?” And, God led me to 1 Kings chapter 22. 
And, what we have here is the story of a good man. His name was Jehoshaphat. But, 

Copyright ©2022 Love Worth Finding Ministries, Inc. | Used by permission from the Rogers Family Trust. | www.LWF.org/ARLC 
168



he was a good man who tried to do a good thing, but he did it the wrong way. He got 
himself in league with an ungodly man whose name was Ahab. But, rather than telling 
you all of that, let me just read it from the Word of God—beginning in verse 1: “And they 
continued three years without war between Syria and Israel. And it came to pass in the 
third year, that Jehoshaphat the king of Judah came down to the king of Israel. And the 
king of Israel”—and, by the way, the King of Israel was a wicked man—“And the king of 
Israel said unto his servants, Know ye that Ramoth and Gilead is ours, and we be still, 
and take it not out of the hand of the king of Syria?”—that is, the Syrians had taken 
Ramothgilead, but the King of Israel said, “It doesn’t belong to them; it belongs to us. 
Why are we just sitting here? Let’s go get it back”—“And he said”—verse 4—“And he 
said unto Jehoshaphat, Wilt thou go with me to battle to Ramothgilead? And 
Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, I am as thou art, my people as thy people, my 
horses as thy horses” (1 Kings 22:1–4)—no prayer, no seeking the face of God. But, 
here was a good man that made an unholy alliance, a political alliance, with a wicked 
man, and he’s about to reap the consequences. 

And so, like many people today, they planned, they plot, they agree, and then after 
they’ve done it, they carry it to God in prayer, and ask God to rubberstamp their plans. 
And so, let’s look in verse 5: “And Jehoshaphat said unto the king of Israel, Enquire, I 
pray thee, at the word of the LORD to day” (1 Kings 22:5). Now, Jehoshaphat said, “You 
know, we ought to pray about this thing.” Remember, he’s already made up his mind. 
He’s already given his word. He’s already entered into an alliance, and then he tries to 
get God to rubberstamp it. And so, he says, “Let’s pray about it. We need a word from 
God.” 

Now, the king—the wicked king whose name was Ahab—he had his court prophets. 
He had his paid, pussyfooting, pandering prophets. There were 400 of them, and he 
called them together. Notice in verse 6: “[And] the king of Israel gathered the prophets 
together, about four hundred men, and said unto them, Shall I go against Ramothgilead 
to battle, or shall I forbear? And they said, Go up; for the LORD shall deliver it into the 
hand of the king” (1 Kings 22:6)—400 preachers speaking with unanimity. At that time, 
Jehoshaphat knew something was really wrong when 400 hundred preachers get 
together about any thing. And so, he’s getting a little nervous now, and he says, “I’m a 
little suspicious of this.” Instinctively, he knew that something was wrong, and he said, 
“Isn’t there someone else that we could get other than these 400?” 

And, notice in verse 7: “And Jehoshaphat said, Is there not here a prophet of the 
LORD besides, that we [may] enquire of him?”—now, notice verse 8—“And the king of 
Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, There is yet one man, Micaiah the son of Imlah, by whom 
we may enquire of the LORD: but I hate him; for he doth not prophesy good concerning 
me, but evil. And Jehoshaphat said, Let not the king say so” (1 Kings 22:8). That is, 
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“King, give him a chance. Let’s hear what this 401st prophet will say.” And so, they ask 
him to prophesy: “Let’s go get Micaiah.” Ahab said, “I don’t want that preacher around 
here. He never says anything good to me. He never says anything good about me. He 
never prophesies good concerning me.” Of course he couldn’t! How can you say 
anything good to, or for, a bad man? This was God’s man, Micaiah. But, they send for 
Micaiah because Ahab needs Jehoshaphat, and he doesn’t want to lose that 
cooperation. So, they send for Micaiah. 

Go down to verse 13: “And the messenger that was gone to call Micaiah spake unto 
him, saying, Behold now, the words of the prophets declare good unto the king with one 
mouth: let thy word, I pray thee, be like the word of one of them, and speak that which is 
good” (1 Kings 22:13). Now, they go down to get Micaiah, and they send this envoy to 
pick him up. And, he begins to butter him up, and he says, “Now look, Micaiah. Don’t 
mess this thing up. We’ve got absolute unanimity: 400 prophets have said we ought to 
go to war against Syria and take Ramothgilead. And, don’t you mess it up; you make it 
unanimous. You vote with the ministerial alliance.” 

Now, I want you to listen to Micaiah’s glorious answer, and that sets the stage for 
everything else I have to say. This next verse is the key to everything else I want to say 
tonight. The answer that this man of God gave, whose name was Micaiah, has put steel 
in my backbone, and I pray God that every man of God, every preacher here tonight, 
every ministerial student here tonight, every deacon here tonight, every Sunday School 
teacher here tonight will resonate with the words of Micaiah. Look, if you will, in verse 
14: “And Micaiah said, As the LORD liveth, what the LORD saith unto me, that will I 
speak” (1 Kings 22:14). That’s underscored in my Bible: “As the LORD liveth, what the 
LORD saith unto me, that will I speak” (1 Kings 22:14). “It may not be pleasant, but I’ll 
say it. It may not be prudent, but I’ll say it. It may not be pleasing, but I’ll say it. It may 
not be profitable, but I must say it. I may go to jail”—and, by the way, he did—“They 
may kill me, but I’ll say it. I may not get a promotion, but I will say it. I will not be 
intimidated by the king. The king can’t put strings on me.” Do you know the difference 
between a puppet and a prophet? A puppet has strings on it; no man of God can have 
strings on him. And so, he said, “What God says to me, that I will say” (1 Kings 22:14). 

Now, with that in your heart, I want to tell you five things that I told these people over 
there in Nashville, and I pray that these things will be true about me, be true about us as 
a church, and we’ll learn something about the battle for truth—“An Unchanging 
Message to a Changing World.” 

I. It is Better to be Divided by Truth Than to be United in Error
Here’s the first thing: it is better to be divided by truth than to be united in error—it is 
better to be divided by truth than united in error. Now, I must be very careful here—very 
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careful here—because I want to say that unity is a wonderful thing. And folks, we must 
do everything that we can do to keep the unity of our church and to keep unity with all 
the brothers and sisters in Christ. The Bible tells us in Ephesians chapter 4 and verse 3 
that we’re to be “endeavoring to keep the unity of the [Word] in the bond of peace” 
(Ephesians 4:3). And, the Bible says in the Book of Psalms, “Behold, how good and 
how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!” (Psalm 133:1). And, we must 
do everything that we can do to preserve unity, to bear and forbear. 

But listen, it must only be the unity that the Holy Spirit can say, “Amen” to, because 
the Bible says in Amos 3, verse 3: “Can two walk together, except they be agreed?” 
(Amos 3:3). There are some things you just can’t put together, and there’s no cook that 
is skilled enough to make a good omelet out of bad eggs. You just can’t do it. Unity—
yes. Unification and uniformity that sacrifices truth—no. 

Now, listen to these scriptures. Second Corinthians chapter 6, beginning in verse 14: 
“Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers”—that’s what Jehoshaphat was 
trying to do. He was trying to be unequally yoked together with Ahab. Ahab was an 
unbeliever. Jehoshaphat was a believer—“Be ye not unequally yoked together with 
unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what 
communion hath light with darkness? And what concord”—that means “what 
agreement”—“hath Christ with Belial”—Belial was the god of worthlessness—“[and] 
what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? And what agreement hath the temple of 
God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in 
them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people” (2 
Corinthians 6:14–16). 

Now folks, look up here, and let me tell you something: not only is Jesus Christ the 
great unifier of all those who believe in Him, but Jesus Christ is also the great divider. 
Jesus Christ is the most divisive person and is teaching the most divisive force that ever 
hit Planet Earth. There’s a lot of sentimental preaching about Jesus being the great 
unifier, but Jesus has caused more division than any other force since creation. Listen 
to what Jesus said in Matthew chapter 10, verses 34 and following: Jesus said—now, 
these are the words of Jesus; they may surprise you—“Think not that I am come to 
send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword. For I am come to set a 
man at variance against his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the 
daughter in law against her mother in law. And a man’s foes shall be they of his own 
household” (Matthew 10:34–36). And, some of you could say, “That is true in my house. 
Ever since I gave my heart to Christ, there’s been strife in my house, and there’s been a 
division in my house concerning the Lord Jesus Christ.” Those who value unity above 
truth have missed the Spirit of Jesus. It is better to be divided by truth than united in 
error. 
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Martin Luther led the Protestant Reformation. He saw the error in Romanism, and he 
came out against it. And, here’s what the mighty reformer said—and I want you to listen 
to it: “I do not want to know anything of peace and concord when the Word of God is 
thereby lost, and the Word and eternal life and everything is forfeited. It is not right for 
me, here, to draw back and give way out of love toward you or toward any other man. 
But, before the Word, every one must give way, whether he be a friend or an enemy. 
For the Word has not been given to us for the sake of external or worldly concord or 
peace, but for the sake of eternal life. Don’t talk to me, therefore, of love and friendship, 
if the Word and faith are to be compromised.” That’s what Martin Luther said. We 
remember Martin Luther today. He paid a price. He took a stand. And, what you and I 
call the “Protestant Reformation” was a great revival meeting. “The Bible does not 
state,” he said, “that love brings us everlasting life, God’s grace, and all of the heavenly 
treasures, but the Word brings them to us.” 

I suppose the greatest preacher historians say that lived, outside of the apostle Paul, 
was the great Charles Spurgeon. Here’s what Charles Spurgeon had to say: he said, 
“Where union and friendship are not cemented by truth, they are an unhallowed 
confederacy.” Too bad Jehoshaphat didn’t know this. Too bad Jehoshaphat somehow 
joined himself up with an unholy man. It is better to be divided by truth than to be united 
in error. Our unity is in Christ and Christ alone. Now again, I want to say I am not asking 
God’s people and good people to divide over incidentals. But, when the great eternal 
values of the Word of God are jettisoned and crucified upon the altar of conformity and 
cooperation, it is a sin against Almighty God. 

II. It is Better to Speak the Truth that Hurts and Heals Than to Tell a
Lie that Comforts and Kills

Now, here’s the second thing I told those folks: not only is it better to be divided by truth 
than united in error; but number two, it is better to speak the truth that hurts and then 
heals than to tell a lie that comforts and then kills. These 400 men told Ahab and 
Jehoshaphat a lie. It was a lie that Ahab loved to hear. He loved these pandering 
preachers, because they told him what he wanted to hear rather than what he needed 
to hear and, as a result, fell at a great calamity. Preachers need to stop trying to win 
popularity contests. I want to say it again: it is better to tell the truth that hurts and then 
heals than to be loved or than to tell a lie that comforts and then kills. Now, Ahab said, “I 
hate the message that this man brings.” He saw a man who was his friend as his 
enemy. 

The former pastor of this church, Dr. Robert G. Lee, used to say, when he preached 
on Hell, “Some will call preaching about Hell cruel, but,” Dr. Lee used to say, “I’d rather 
be called cruel for being kind than to be called kind for being cruel.” Rough truth is 
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better than polished falsehood. 
Let me give you some verses. Ecclesiastes chapter 7 and verse 5: “It is better to 

hear the rebuke of the wise, than for a man to hear the song of fools” (Ecclesiastes 7:5). 
There are some people today in our churches who are hearing the song of fools. Do you 
know what is happening in some schools of church growth? Church growth now is being 
studied in America, and they’re saying, “On Sunday morning, don’t say anything that 
might offend. Don’t preach on judgment. Don’t preach on Hell. Don’t preach on 
separation. Don’t preach these things, because if you do, this generation of people will 
be turned away. Just talk to them in glittering generalities.” 

There’s a man that typifies that. He’s a well-known preacher in California. He’s on 
many television stations. I’ll not call his name, because you ought not to throw rocks at 
people who live in glass houses, but I want you to hear what he said. Listen to this—
now, listen to it—this is a quote taken from Christianity Today—now, listen to it: “I don’t 
think anything has been done in the name of Christ and under the banner of Christianity 
that has proven more destructive to human personality, and hence counterproductive to 
the evangelism enterprise, than the often crude, uncouth, and un-Christian strategy of 
attempting to make people aware of their lost and sinful condition.” This same preacher 
said, “My number one role is that I don’t want to do anything that will turn somebody off 
so they will not be open to listening to my invitation to accept Jesus Christ as their best 
friend.” My friend, people need a Savior. They need to know that they’re lost. They need 
to know that they’re sinners under the wrath of a righteous and holy God. That’s not a 
popular message, but it is better to tell the truth that hurts and then heals than to tell a 
lie that comforts and then kills. 

I’ve told you of the sailors who asked the chaplain this question: “Chaplain, do you 
believe in Hell?” He said, “Yes, I do. Why do you ask?” They said, “For this reason: if 
there is a Hell and you don’t believe in it, we don’t want you for a chaplain. And, if there 
is no Hell, we don’t need any chaplain.” There is, friend, the wrath of God. 

Micaiah refused to be bought. He refused to be intimidated. He knew it’s better to be 
divided by truth than united in error. He knew it was better to tell the truth that hurts and 
then heals than to tell a lie that comforts and then kills. 

I don’t believe that we ought to go out of our way to be rude to people. And, I have 
told you from this pulpit that here at Bellevue Baptist Church we must be loving, we 
must be warm, we must be friendly, we must have a servant attitude, and we must 
make the last the least and the lowest welcome here. But, primarily, it is not my job to fill 
the pew; it is my job to fill the pulpit. It is my job not to make it palatable, but to make it 
profitable, to preach the Word of God. It is better to tell the truth that hurts and then 
heals than to tell a lie that comforts and then kills. 

Let me give it to you from the Word of God. Proverbs chapter 27, verses 5 and 6: 
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“Open rebuke is better than secret love. Faithful are the wounds of a friend; but the 
kisses of an enemy are deceitful” (Proverbs 27:5–6). What Ahab was receiving was 400 
kisses from faithless prophets who’d never heard from God, rather than hearing and 
wanting to hear the wound of a friend, a man who wanted to tell him the truth. 

III. It is Better to be Hated for Telling the Truth Than to be Loved for
Telling a Lie

Now, here’s the third thing I tried to say to those preachers and to those broadcasters 
over there—the third thing is this: It is better to be hated for telling the truth than to be 
loved for telling a lie. Ahab said concerning this man, “I hate him” (1 Kings 22:8). Look, if 
you will, in verse 8: “And the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, There is yet one 
man, Micaiah the son of Imlah, by whom we may enquire of the LORD: but I hate him” 
(1 Kings 22:8). And, I say this: that every man of God is not going to be loved. And, I 
want to be loved; I love to be loved. I don’t like to be disliked. But, it is better to be hated 
for telling the truth than to be loved for telling a lie. Micaiah was a man of God. We don’t 
have to be elected Clergyman of the Year. We have to stop running for popularity 
contests. 

The Apostle Paul would not give way when he talked to the Galatians, and he told 
the Galatians that they were off in doctrinal error. And then, he said to them—he asked 
them this question in Galatians chapter 4 and verse 16: “Am I therefore your enemy, 
because I tell you the truth?” (Galatians 4:16). I’m not your enemy because I tell you the 
truth, but sometimes, somehow, we think that those who tell us the truth are our 
enemies. 

I was in my car in South Florida, and I was supposed to go to an engagement. And, I 
was on a very fine road, and a good rental car—it had beautiful music, and it was 
wonderful. The sun was shining. The car was running smoothly. I’m praising the Lord, 
driving along there, listening to this music. But, I got a suspicion that something was 
wrong. I wasn’t seeing the right signs that I needed to see to get me to my destination. 
So, I asked a highway patrolman, “Is this the way to thus-and-such?” He said, “Mister, 
you’re headed the wrong way, and you’re way away from where you ought to be.” I want 
to ask you a question: Was that man who told me I was on the wrong road—was he an 
enemy or a friend? I mean, I was enjoying myself on the wrong road. I mean, it was 
wonderful. He was a friend. He didn’t bring me good news; he brought me bad news. 
But, had he not told me, it would have been worse news. I did make my engagement 
because a man told a man on the wrong road, in a good car, listening to beautiful music 
on a sunny day, “You’re headed the wrong way.” “Am I therefore your enemy, because I 
tell you the truth?” (Galatians 4:16). 

Micaiah told the truth, and they put him in prison on bread and water. Jesus told the 
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truth, and they crucified Him. I had a woman in a former church call me on Monday. She 
was a friend. She said, “Pastor, were you preaching to me Sunday?” I said, “Bertha, I 
was shooting down in a hole. If you were down in it, I can’t help it.” I loved her, but she 
was wrong, and she knew it. 

We’re not called on to be loved by everybody else, but to bear the reproach of 
Jesus. As a matter of fact, if you’ll study the Bible, it’s almost impossible to find any 
body in the Bible who stood for the truth who was loved by everyone—matter of fact, it 
was impossible. Abel was killed by his brother. Noah was so hated that he could not get 
seven converts in 120 years. Joseph was sold into slavery. Moses was hated and 
ridiculed by his family. Elijah was chased. He thought he was the only prophet left. 
Elisha was called a “baldhead.” Isaiah preached to deaf ears. Jeremiah was a weeping 
prophet because of the recalcitrance of those that he preached to. Daniel was put in the 
lions’ den. The Hebrew children were put into the fiery furnace. David was chased and 
hunted by Saul. And, John the Baptist lost his head, and Peter was crucified upside 
down. And, Stephen was stoned, and Paul was left for dead outside of Lystra. John the 
apostle was exiled on Patmos. James was martyred, and Jesus was crucified. 

Must I be carried to the skies 
On flowery beds of ease, 

While others fought to win the prize, 
And sailed through bloody seas? 

… 
Sure I must fight if I would reign; 

Increase my courage, Lord. 
I’ll bear the toil, [and] endure the pain, 

Supported by Thy Word. 
—ISAAC WATTS 

IV. It is Better to Stand Alone with the Truth Than to be Wrong with
a Multitude

Here’s a fourth thing I said to those broadcasters and I would say to you: It is better to 
stand alone with the truth than to be wrong with a multitude. Look, if you will, in verses 
13 and 14 again: “And the messenger [who] was gone to call Micaiah spake unto him, 
saying, Behold now, the words of the prophets declare good unto the king with one 
mouth”—that is, there’s unanimity—“let thy word, I pray thee, be like the word of one of 
them, and speak that which is good. And Micaiah said, As the LORD liveth, what the 
LORD saith unto me, that will I speak” (1 Kings 22:13–14). That is, “I’ll not make it 
unanimous. I don’t care what 400 preachers say. I’m going to say what God says.” It 
was 400 to 1. 
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Do you know what I’ve learned in life? The majority is almost always wrong. As a 
matter of fact, the majority is almost always wrong at Bellevue. The majority don’t come 
to prayer meeting. The majority don’t come to Sunday night worship. The majority in 
America is generally, and almost always, wrong. Fifty million—50,000 Frenchmen—can 
be wrong. What we’re headed for today is where everybody wants this spirit of 
uniformity, and what the antichrist is working to build is a world church in a world state. 
And, there are those who want to homogenize society and obliterate conviction, and the 
religion of America today is “get-alongism.” And, we’re almost un-American if we don’t 
put our arms around everybody else’s shoulder and say, “Your religion is just as good 
as mine.” And, to say that Jesus Christ is the only way, to say that the Bible is the Word 
of God, is to brand you as a bigot, narrow, uncooperative, and—horror of horrors—a 
fundamentalist. But, men of God have always stood alone. Noah had to stand alone 
when he preached. Elijah stood alone on Mount Carmel against the 450 prophets of 
Baal. Amos stood alone in the courtroom at Bethel. True prophets must stand alone. 

They tried to soften Micaiah up. They tried to say, “Micaiah, get along with the 
ministerial alliance. Four hundred preachers have agreed on this.” And, I want to say 
again that we must never, never, never divide over incidentals, but we must stand for 
conviction, if we have to stand alone. Sometimes denominations have to stand alone. 
You can thank God for the Southern Baptist Convention today that has taken a stand for 
the Word of God. We’ve been in a battle for 15 long years over the Word of God. Now, 
there are those in our denomination who say, “Now, wait a minute, Pastor—all Southern 
Baptists are conservative if you compare them with the rest of Christianity.” Well, so 
what? So what? I mean, they say, “If you draw a line down the center of all Christianity, 
even the most liberal Southern Baptist would be to the right of that line.” Well, so what? 
You see, you can draw a line anywhere, and put any body on either side of it—it just all 
depends on where you move that line arbitrarily, or what group that you’re dividing. 

I may have told you about two brothers who were wicked, ungodly, mean, lascivious, 
cruel brothers. They were perverts. They were adulterers. They were drunkards. They 
were thieves. They were gun fighters. They were brawlers. They were blasphemous. 
One of the brothers died. The other brother came to a preacher and said, “I will give you 
$1,000 if you will preach my brother’s funeral and call him a saint.” The preacher said, 
“You’ve got a deal.” The funeral was there, and the one brother was in the casket; the 
other brother sitting out there in front. The preacher stood up, and pointed to the man in 
the casket, and said, “The man in this casket is a liar, a thief, a drunkard, a pervert, an 
adulterer, a blasphemer, but compared to his brother, he’s a saint.” You can compare, 
and that’s what I try to say. 

And, by the way, this particular blip, I understand, was on ABC News. And, I didn’t 
see it, but some said, “You were on the national network.” And, this was the point right 
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here, not the story; they left the story out. But, what I said—and some have said that 
that’s what they saw; I haven’t seen it—but I said, “Therefore, it is not a matter of Right 
or Left; it is a matter of right or wrong.” You see, if you make it a matter of Right or Left, 
then you can draw a line anywhere. But, if you take the Word of God and say, “What 
God has said, that will I say,” then it’s not Right or Left; it’s not what your particular 
persuasion is. It is, what does God have to say? And, in America, we need to come to a 
fixed standard—not of conservative versus liberal, but of the Word of God versus 
everything else—the truth of God’s Word. 

A. Sometimes Denominations Have to Stand Alone
And so, sometimes denominations have to stand alone. And, I’m glad that the Southern 
Baptist Convention has begun to stand where it’s standing, because if we did not stand, 
then America would be in a sad situation. And, I didn’t say this to them, and I’m just 
saying this to you. And, don’t accuse me of megalomania when I say this, please, but 
I’m of this conviction that, as the West goes, so goes the world. And, as America goes, 
so goes the West. And, as Christianity goes, so goes America. And, as Evangelicals go, 
so goes Christianity—so goes Christianity. And, as Southern Baptists go, so go 
Evangelicals, because we’re the world’s largest Evangelical denomination. This is the 
one plum that the devil would love to have—is the Southern Baptist Convention, and in 
a very real sense, folks. And, you say, “Well, Pastor, you’re overstating it.” I don’t 
believe I am. In a very real sense, the stand that we, as a denomination, take is having 
an effect around the world. And, I’m so grateful that Southern Baptists now are saying, 
“We are not trying to fall in line with the rest of the mainline denominations; we are 
taking a stand for the inerrant, infallible Word of God.” And, I thank God for it. 

B. Sometimes Churches Have to Stand Alone
Sometimes churches have to stand alone. More than 22 years ago, I came to be the 
pastor of this church, and they asked me about my relationship to the denomination. I 
said, “I am a Southern Baptist. I love Southern Baptists. I was saved in a Southern 
Baptist church. But, I want you to know…” And, some of that Pulpit Committee are 
sitting here tonight. Brother Morris Mills looking at me right now was on that committee, 
and others. I said, “I want you to know this: that I’m a Christian first, a Baptist second, 
Southern Baptist third, but I will not be a Southern Baptist if it means that I have to 
compromise the Word of God. And, I want you to know that going out ahead of time.” 
Now, I love this denomination. I believe it’s worth struggling for, and I believe it’s worth 
preaching to and it’s worth loving. And, I believe that it is the greatest grouping of 
Evangelical believers in the world today, and I believe that though we’re light years from 
being perfect, we are moving in the right direction—and for that I praise and thank God. 
But, denominations have to stand alone, and if they won’t, churches have to stand 
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alone. 

C. Sometimes Families Have to Stand Alone
Not only do churches have to stand alone; families have to stand alone. Sometimes you 
might be in a church that doesn’t take a stand for the Word of God. Then, you need to 
get your family in another church. You say, “But, I’ve been a member of this church for 
so long. And, besides that, my grandmother is buried in the church cemetery in the 
backyard.” Well, I tell you, grandma would leave if she could, I’ll guarantee you. 

D. Sometimes Individuals Have to Stand Alone
Sometimes individuals have to stand alone. You may be the only one in your family that 
stands up for the truth. Again, don’t divide over incidentals. “If it be possible, as much as 
lieth in you, live peaceably with all men” (Romans 12:18). But, it is better to stand alone 
with the truth than to be wrong with a multitude. 

V. It is Better to Ultimately Succeed with the Truth Than to
Temporarily Succeed with a Lie

Now, here’s the fifth and final thing that I said to those people: It is better to ultimately 
succeed with the truth than to temporarily succeed with a lie. Look, if you will, in verse 
34 of this same chapter—this concerns Ahab: “And a certain man drew a bow at a 
venture, and smote the king of Israel between the joints of the harness: wherefore he 
said unto the driver of his chariot, Turn thine hand, and carry me out of the host; for I am 
wounded” (1 Kings 22:34). It was a tragic battle for Ahab. He would not listen to the man 
of God and the Word of God. The preacher was thrown in prison. But, give God time, for 
God’s arrow found Ahab, and God’s crown has found Micaiah. It is better, my friend, to 
ultimately succeed with the truth than to temporarily succeed with a lie. 

Conclusion 
Now, we need to be people of God, and we need to take the long look. We need to 
remember here at Bellevue Baptist Church, as I would have told those broadcasters, 
that the stand—the thing that is desperately needed in today’s world—is the truth. The 
Bible contains the precepts of truth. Jesus is the person of truth, and the Holy Spirit is 
the power of truth. And, I reminded them of what a former President of the United States 
of America said. Woodrow Wilson—he said, “I had rather temporarily fail with a cause 
that must ultimately succeed than to temporarily succeed with a cause that must 
ultimately fail.” 

And, I’m so glad that these men sang what they sang as they opened this session 
tonight, and I’m going to ask them in a moment, Jim, to sing it one more time. So, 
fellows, get your throats cleared, and be ready. 
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Stand up, stand up for Jesus, ye soldiers of the cross; 
Lift high His royal banner, it must not suffer loss. 
From victory unto victory His army shall He lead, 

’Till every foe is vanquished, and Christ is Lord indeed. 
—GEORGE DUFFIELD. JR. 

And, as they sing it, let you and I be saying in our hearts, as we pledged our love to our 
Savior this morning, “What the LORD saith unto me, that will I [say]” (1 Kings 22:14). 
Gentlemen, sing for us “Stand Up for Jesus,” and let’s stand up for Jesus. 
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