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Introduction 
Now I want you to lick your fingers and take your Bibles, because we’re going to look at 
three separate texts this morning. Normally, we just take one passage and look at it by 
itself, but, today, I want you to go to three different books in the Bible. We’re going to be 
looking in the Book of Numbers, the Book of 1 Kings, and the Book of Jonah. And, first 
of all, I want you to find Numbers chapter 11—Numbers chapter 11, if you will, for just a 
moment. I’ll just pause as long as I hear the pages turning, how’s that? All right, 
Numbers chapter 11—Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, okay? 

Numbers chapter 11 and verse 15—this is a prayer, and I want you to notice what 
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an unusual prayer it is. As a matter of fact, all three verses that I’m going to read to you 
are prayers, and you’ll find out that all three of these prayers have something in 
common; they’re really the same prayer almost, just phrased differently. Numbers 
chapter 11, verse 15—this is a prayer of a man named Moses, and this is what he said: 
“And if thou deal thus with me, kill me, I pray thee, out of hand, if I have found favour in 
thy sight; and let me not see my wretchedness” (Numbers 11:15). Now what he said 
was, “Lord, if you really love me, kill me.” Well, I can’t believe that Moses would pray a 
prayer like that, can you? 

Well, let’s go on and turn to 1 Kings chapter 19. I believe it, because the Bible says 
it, but it’s just hard of human comprehension. Now, turn to 1 Kings chapter 19 and verse 
4. This is the prayer of a man named Elijah—1 Kings 19, verse 4: “But he himself went
a day’s journey into the wilderness,”—that is, Elijah—“and came and sat down under a
juniper tree: and he requested for himself that he might die; and said, It is enough; now,
O LORD, take away my life; for I am not better than my fathers” (1 Kings 19:4). Same
kind of prayer: “God, stop this crazy world, and let me off; I’ve had enough.”

Well, let’s go on, and you’ll be more amazed as we read here in the Book of Jonah 
chapter 4 and verse 3. The Book of Jonah—it’s a little harder to find—one of the Minor 
Prophets with a major message. Jonah chapter 4, verse 3—and, incidentally, you might 
want to put bookmarks in all of these as you go along, because we’ll be back and forth: 
“Therefore now, O LORD, take, I beseech thee, my life from me; for it is better for me to 
die than to live” (Jonah 4:3). 

Now, isn’t that remarkable? Here are three men, and all three of them are praying, 
and they’re saying, “Dear God, if you really care for me, kill me. If you really love me, 
would you let my life end?” Well, what was wrong with these three men? And, 
incidentally, the title of our message is “The Whole Christ for the Whole Man.” 

I. Who It Happened To
Now, what was wrong with these men that they would pray this way? Well, as you 
know, God has made us with a triune nature made in the image of God. We have a 
body; and with our body, we have physical life. We have a soul; and with our soul, we 
have psychological life. And we have a spirit; and with our spirit, we have a spiritual life. 
1 Thessalonians 5, verse 23: “And I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be 
preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Thessalonians 5:23). 

There are three types of life that we have. When our bodies are right, we’re healthy. 
When our souls are right—the psychological part—we’re happy. And when our spirits 
are right, we’re holy. Now, what was wrong with these three men when they prayed this 
prayer? They were unhealthy, they were unhappy, and they were unholy. And I’m going 
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to show you in a moment the same danger that you have, even as a Christian and as a 
member of Bellevue Baptist Church. You are in great danger of becoming unhealthy, 
and unhappy, and unholy. And we want to see it now from the Word of God, because if 
you can see how Jesus wants to minister to your whole person today, I believe there’s 
going to be a great, great blessing for you. 

A. A Physical Problem
Now, first of all, let’s go back to Number chapter 11. And here is Moses, who prayed,

in verse 15, “Dear Lord, if you love me, if I’ve found favor in your sight, then kill me.” 
Well, what was bothering Moses? Well, Moses was run down physically. Moses was 
just like you and like me. He lived in a body, and his body was debilitated. He was tired. 
As we would say today, he was worn to a frazzle. 

You talk about being tired. I heard of a woman who said, “Tired?” She said, “I’m so 
tired I feel as though I’ve been standing in high heels, ironing on a low board with a cold 
iron all day long.” Well, that’s the way Moses was. He was just tired; he was worn out. 

1. Moses Was Physically Tired
Look in verse 11, and you’ll get the picture—Number chapter 11, verse 11: “And

Moses said unto the LORD, Wherefore hast thou afflicted thy servant? and wherefore 
have I not found favour in thy sight, that thou layest the burden of all this people upon 
me?” (Numbers 11:11). Now, what people is he talking about? He’s talking about all of 
those Jews that came out of Egypt through the wilderness and were heading toward the 
Promised Land; and he was trying to keep up with all of them. There were about two 
million of them. He was the president of the first Southern Baptist Convention in the 
wilderness. And he was trying to lead them all, and there were so many of them, and he 
was trying to do it all himself, and he was just burdened down. And they were pulling at 
him, and they were sniping at him, and they were asking him questions. And he was 
trying to get it all done. He was busy in religious work, and the very religious work that 
he was busy doing had just burdened him, and he even called it an affliction. 

You know, that could happen to you in religious work. Somebody said, “Mary had a 
little lamb, it grew to be a sheep; it then became a Baptist, and died from lack of sleep.” 
Now maybe you can identify with Mary’s little lamb, but suffice it to say that Moses was 
wearied. He was physically burdened; he was worn out. 

2. Elijah Was Physically Tired
And what about Elijah, when Elijah prayed that prayer in 1 Kings chapter 19, where

he prayed that prayer? Well, let’s not turn to it, but let me just give you the background. 
There has just been a great revival on Mount Carmel. And Elijah, the man of God, had 
prayed down fire from heaven, and God answered by fire; and there was such a revival 
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on the mountaintop that all the people bowed their faces to the earth. And they said, 
“The Lord, He is the God—the Lord, He is the God.” That is, there’s no other God, but 
Jehovah God. 

What a time of shouting and praising they had! But there was a woman whose name 
was Jezebel. Jezebel was queen over Israel, and they had that wicked man who was 
her husband, and Jezebel was infuriated over what Elijah had done. And she swore in 
her wrath that she was going to kill Elijah. She said, “Listen, I’m going to fix your wagon; 
I’m going to make you a foot shorter at the top.” She was going to cut off his head. And 
he started to run. And now this man of God is running from this woman; and, according 
to my Bible geography, he’s run about thirty miles cross-country. 

Now most preachers I know can’t even catch a bus if it’s a half a block away and 
they have to run for it. He has run thirty miles cross-country, and he’s sitting down now 
under a juniper tree; he’s just been running from her: no food, no water, hot, tired, 
thirsty, in that land. If you know something of the topography of Israel, he’s breathing, 
and he’s breathing, and he’s tired, and his heart is beating, and his head is aching, and 
his feet are throbbing, and he says, “Oh, God, kill me.” He’s so tired, poor ol’ Elijah. He’s 
worn out physically. 

3. Jonah Was Physically Tired
And what about Jonah? When was it that Jonah prayed this prayer? Well, you know

the story of the Book of Jonah. You know that Jonah has just preached a citywide 
crusade in a city bigger than Memphis, Tennessee. And he didn’t have a PA system, 
and he didn’t have a radio, and he didn’t have a television, and he didn’t have all of 
these things. He had done it all by himself, and the entire city had come to God. But on 
top of that, you remember, he had just had the first submarine ride in history, had a 
whale house for a jailhouse, spent the night on a foam-blubber mattress. 

Can you imagine what physical condition he must have been in? And on top of all of 
that, if you’ll read the context there in chapter 4 of the Book of Jonah, just before he 
prayed this prayer, and asked God to kill him, the Bible says that the sun was beating 
upon him, and the east wind blew violently upon him. The wind blew up on him, and the 
sun beat vehemently upon him, and perhaps he had a sunstroke. But I want to tell you, 
he was physically in sad condition. 

Just put it down, dear friend, that many of the times that you reach a place of 
despondency, when you reach a place where you think that everything is against you 
and you’re feeling so low that you don’t know what to do, you may not need to go to 
prayer meeting; you might need to go to bed. Your problem may be just purely physical. 
Now that might sound unspiritual to you, but it’s one of the more spiritual things that I’ll 
say. You have a body, and you cannot abuse that body without suffering the 
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consequences. And being a child of God will not make you immune. And here were 
men who got so despondent that they came to the place where they wished they could 
die. And, as you look at the background, you’re going to find out that they were 
physically run down and debilitated. 

B. A Psychological Problem
But that is compounded by another problem, because man is body, soul, and spirit.

And not only did they have a physical problem; they had a soulish—that is, they had a 
psychological—problem. Not only were they unhealthy; they were all three unhappy. 
Now, what kind of psychological problems did they have? See, you can have any kind. 
Let me tell you the kinds these three men had. 

1. Moses’ People Problem
Moses, for example, his psychological problem was what I call a people problem.

And we read it again there in Numbers 11, verse 11—he said, “I’m not able to bear all 
this people” (Numbers 11:11). They were nibbling at him, and nibbling at him, and 
nibbling at him. They were always harping, always criticizing. 

One preacher said, “I don’t mind being swallowed by a whale; I’d just hate to be 
nibbled to death by minnows.” And these people were nibbling, nibbling, nibbling at poor 
old Moses, and, finally, he just had all he could take. Now they were God’s people, but, 
you know, sometimes God’s people get under your skin. 

To dwell there above with those that we love, 
That will be glory; 

But to dwell here below, with those that we know, 
That’s another story. 
—AUTHOR UNKNOWN 

And there are a lot of people who are children of God, who love the Lord, but 
sometimes they can be mighty obstreperous, and mighty troublesome. And so Moses 
had a people problem. 

2. Elijah’s Pity Problem
And what kind of a problem did Elijah have? Elijah had a pity problem. Elijah was

sitting down under the juniper tree enjoying a pity party. He threw it for himself. You see, 
he was feeling sorry for himself. You see it there as you read it in his prayer in 1 Kings 
chapter 19. He said, “It is enough; now, O Lord, take away my life;”—and then he gives 
us a clue. He says—“for I am not better than my fathers” (1 Kings 19:4). Now that’s a 
very interesting phrase: “for I am not better than my fathers.”  Evidently, he thought he 
was better than other people. Evidently, he thought that problems could happen to other 
people, but they couldn’t happen to him. 
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Now I don’t know who told him he was better than his father. It must have been his 
mother. Somebody told him that he was God’s pet, and that he was God’s darling, and 
that he couldn’t have any problems. And, finally now, he is in the hot seat. Finally now, 
problems are coming to him. And he’s sitting down drinking from the intoxicating cup of 
self-pity, saying that he wished that he could die. 

Now I want to make something clear. He didn’t really want to die. I don’t think any of 
these men really wanted to. You kind of have to take all of this with a grain of salt. I 
know what they said; I know what Elijah said. He’s sitting down there blowing, and 
seething, and saying, “Lord, I wish I could die.” That old hypocrite! If he wanted to die, 
all he had to do was stand still—Jezebel would have taken care of him, amen? See, he 
didn’t want to die. He didn’t really want to die. He just wanted to go out in the garden 
and eat worms. He just felt like he wanted to die. He is just feeling sorry for himself. Do 
you ever get there? Sure you do—just drinking from that old cup of self-pity. 

3. Jonah’s Pout Problem
Well, what kind of a problem did Jonah have? Well, Jonah had a pout problem. He

didn’t like the way God was running things. You see, he had gone to Nineveh. He didn’t 
want to go to Nineveh, in the first place, because he was halfway afraid of what God 
was going to do. You would have thought that Jonah would have been all excited that 
God had sent revival to Nineveh. No sir, he wasn’t excited at all. He wanted God to wipe 
them out. 

Well, you say, “Why didn’t he just go, to begin with?” And, “Yet forty days, and 
Nineveh will be destroyed.” Because he knew God, he knew how much mercy God has, 
and he knew that God was just liable to up and forgive that whole bunch, and there 
would be a revival. He didn’t want them to have revival. He wanted them to be judged, 
after all the things they had done. They were a wicked people, and he wanted the wrath 
of God to come down upon them. And now God, rather than sending judgment, had 
sent revival. And now his reputation as an evangelist was ruined. And what would the 
people in Nashville think? He would preach one thing, and something else would 
happen. 

And, besides that, he’d had a little gourd-vine pastorium there. God caused the 
gourd vine to come up over a little booth, and like air conditioning he was sitting there 
enjoying that—and I’ll be, if a worm didn’t come and get that! And he just said, “I’m so 
mad I wish I could die.” I mean, that’s the spirit: he just had what we used to call the 
mule lip. He just said, “God, I wish I could die.” He didn’t really mean it, but he just had a 
pout on. He didn’t like the way God was doing things. 

Now it doesn’t matter whether you have a people problem, or a pity problem, a pout 
problem, or some other kind of problem. Friend, when you get your thinking on 
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problems, and your eyes on people, you’re headed for difficulty, and you’re headed for 
despondency. And, rather than being humbly grateful, you’re going to end up grumbly 
hateful—just like these three men did. 

C. Spiritual Problems
But now, watch this. Not only did they have physical problems, and were they tired

and wrung out, and worn out and run down; not only did they have psychological 
problems because they’d gotten their eyes from God; but these two kinds of things 
caused them to have spiritual problems. 

Now, you see, you may think that what they did was not all that bad. You say, “After 
all, anybody can get tired.” And that’s true, and there is a legitimate tiredness. And you 
say, “Anybody can have a little pout, or anybody can have a little pity, or anybody can 
have problems with people.” That’s true, that’s true; but, friend, if you don’t deal with 
those things, and if you don’t watch those things, those so-called little problems become 
big problems, because they’re the door through which Satan comes to bring great 
despondency to your life and to steal away your victory. 

Have you ever thought about that scripture over there in Ephesians the fourth 
chapter, where the Bible says, “Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon 
your wrath,” and then it says this: “Neither give place to the devil” (Ephesians 4:26–27)? 
Now, what does that mean? That means that, if you have some sin in your life—and it 
doesn’t necessarily have to be a big, carnal, terrible, gross sin; as a matter of fact, the 
sin that he’s talking about is the sin of anger, and clamor, and evil speaking, these kinds 
of psychological sins—he says, “Now, don’t let the sun go down on that kind of an 
attitude; you get it right before the sun sets”—that is, before you go to sleep. Don’t 
continually live with that kind of sin, because, if you do, what you’re doing is you’re 
giving a place to the devil; you’re giving the devil a campground within your own 
personality; you’re giving the devil a foul nest in which to hatch his noxious eggs. What 
you’re doing is you’re giving the devil a beachhead that will become a battleground. 
What you’re doing, when you allow these kinds of sins of resentment in your heart and 
in your life, you’re opening the door to bigger sins; you’re giving a place, a legal territory, 
to the devil. 

And so the Bible says, “Don’t let the sun go down upon your wrath.” Keep short 
accounts with God. It’s not that we can live sinless and perfect; but, dear friend, I think 
we ought to keep short accounts with God. Whenever we sin, we ought to be quick to 
confess our sins and to get right with God, because, if we don’t, we find that our 
physical problems and our psychological problems that we might not think are so bad 
are going to lead us into some worse spiritual problems, and we’re going to get so 
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despondent and so run down we’ll get so close to the wall we can’t even tell what color 
it is. 

“Who is it knocks so loud?” 
“A lonely little sin.” 

“Slip through,” I answered. 
Soon all hell was in. 
—AUTHOR UNKNOWN 

See? Little sins have ways of becoming big sins. And here’s a fellows who says, 
“Well, I know I’m sinning against the body, getting my body run down, but I can handle 
that. Oh, I know I’ve got a little attitude, a little grudge in my heart towards somebody; I 
know I’ve got a little pout, a little pity—I can handle that.” But the first thing, you know, 
the devil has used that as the crack in that breastplate of righteousness that we’re 
supposed to be wearing, and he comes inside, and suddenly we’re so low we can’t get 
lower; we’re so despondent it seems like our faith is dried up. When we pray, it seems 
like the heavens have turned to brass. And we say, “God, I wish I were dead.” 

Little sins can become big sins. They were unhealthy, physical problems. They were 
unhappy, psychological problems. They become unholy, spiritual problems: lack of faith, 
out of fellowship with God. Now I want you to pay attention now, because we’re talking 
about you. This isn’t what God has said; it is what God is saying. Who were these 
people? These are not lost people we’re talking about. These were three eminently 
successful prophets of God. 

Don’t think that you are immune; don’t think that you can abuse God’s laws of 
physical health and mental health and spiritual health with immunity. You cannot. I don’t 
care whether you’re saved or lost: if you jump off a building, you’ll break your neck. The 
law of gravity will work for you just like it works for anybody else, amen? And being 
saved doesn’t make you immune. And when you sin against your body, or when you sin 
psychologically, or whatever it is, whatever you sow, you’re going to reap. It’s just that 
plain. Now these were men of God. Moses, Elijah, Jonah are good men, great men—
but men. 

II. When It Happened
Now I want you to notice something else: not only who it happened to, but I want you to 
notice when it happened. 

A. When They Were Weakened
Number one: It happened when they were run down physically and confused

psychologically. You see, the devil doesn’t fight fair. The devil doesn’t say, “Now I’ll wait 
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until you’re in tiptop condition; then, when you’re in tiptop condition, we’ll have a bout.” 
The devil watches you: he watches your activity, and he watches your attitude; and 
when he sees that your activities have gotten you run down, then, when he sees that 
your attitudes have gotten you wrung out, he moves in. You don’t have much of a friend 
in the devil. If you were in quicksand, he’d pat you on the head. That’s the kind of a 
friend that you have in Satan. But, you see, he doesn’t fight fair. He waits until that time 
when physically and intellectually and psychologically you’re facing problems. 

B. After a Great Spiritual Victory
And then he moves in with even something heavier. But watch it: not only did he

move in when they were weakened, but watch; he moved in after a great spiritual 
victory. Now, pay attention. All three of these men had just come through a great, 
momentous, spiritual victory. 

1. Moses’ Spiritual Victory
Moses had just come through the Red Sea, led the people of Israel through dry

shod. Moses had just seen the miracles of the pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire 
by night, and had seen God feed His people supernaturally with manna from heaven. 
You say, “If I’d seen all of that, I never would have another problem in my life.” Yes, you 
would. And Moses did. I want to tell you that Moses had one of his greatest spiritual 
disasters after a great spiritual victory. 

2. Elijah’s Spiritual Victory
What about Elijah? One of the greatest spiritual victories of his life was on Mount

Carmel. He’s just had revival—I mean, fire from heaven, the people bowing before God, 
and saying, “The Lord, He is God.” Four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal put to rout. 
What a marvelous, wonderful victory! But you see him, in chapter 18, on the 
mountaintop; you see him, in chapter 19, in the valley. You see him, in chapter 18, 
standing before four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal; you see him, in chapter 19, 
running from one woman. You find him in one chapter calling down fire from heaven; 
you find him in another chapter praying, and wishing he could die, and having a pity 
party. Now, how? Why? Some of the greatest spiritual defeats you will ever have will be 
after some of your highest spiritual victories if you’re not careful. 

3. Jonah’s Spiritual Victory
What about Jonah? Same thing, exactly! He had just come through a mighty revival

crusade. I doubt that in the history of the world there has ever been a greater revival 
than the revival recorded there in the Book of Jonah. And yet, after that revival meeting, 
when an entire city repented in sackcloth and ashes, still he came to the place where he 
got so out of fellowship with God that he wanted to die. Are you listening? Why is that? 

Copyright ©2022 Love Worth Finding Ministries, Inc. | Used by permission from the Rogers Family Trust. | www.LWF.org/ARLC 
11



The devil is clever. 
Do you know what our human psychology is? We can make this whole body work; 

we can work out these problems; and, after all, we’ve already had a great spiritual 
blessing, so we can coast—we can coast. 

Ladies, some of you have been here in this ladies’ retreat this weekend. Let me tell 
you something. Some of you ladies are worn to a frazzle—including my wife—worn out, 
because you’ve been working and working and working; and, thank God for it, but 
you’re run down. Not only that, but I don’t believe you can get that many women to work 
together without having a few psychological problems. I might be wrong. I don’t have 
anyone in particular in mind. I’m just shooting down the hole: if you’re down in it, I can’t 
help it. But what I’m trying to say is, you know, my goodness, a lot of little details, there 
are a lot of little ways that feelings could get hurt just over little things. Right? Right. 
Amen? Amen, women. 

All right now, listen. Listen. But didn’t God bless? Didn’t God bless? Say, don’t you 
think that women who have been working hard physically, and who might have the 
ability to get their mind on something psychologically, would be in danger of coasting 
spiritually, and hit some of the worst depression they’ve ever known, if they’re not 
careful? You watch me—you watch me: it happens to me sometimes after a great 
revival crusade. If I’m not careful, the devil will pull the rug right out from underneath 
me. You see, there’s a tendency that we have to want to coast spiritually. We say, 
“Wow! Now that’s over. Now I’m on the mountaintop.” 

But I want to tell you something about God. Although you will be blessed by the 
residual effect of yesterday’s blessings, you cannot coast on yesterday’s blessings. 
When God fed those Israelites with manna in the wilderness—it’s very interesting—they 
lived the next day, on the streets, on the bread that they got yesterday, but they couldn’t 
eat yesterday’s bread. They had to gather that bread fresh every morning, that manna. 
And if they tried to gather enough yesterday for tomorrow, the Bible said it would bring 
worms and stink. God has so fixed you that you cannot live by experiences: you have to 
live by Jesus Christ. And God will not let an experience, or even a revival, take His 
place. It is Jesus, not some experience. And you ladies who have been here, you think, 
“Well now, we’re just going to bundle up what happened here at Bellevue Baptist 
Church and take it back.” Well, you can take back certain things, but you can’t coast. 
You’re going to have to live day by day with the Lord Jesus Christ. 

III. The Provision They Found
To whom did it happen? People of God. When did it happen? Physically run out, 
spiritually coasting. A word to the wise is sufficient. Now, let’s go, and let me bring the 
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third part of this little message: the provision they found. 
I’m so glad God didn’t answer their prayers, aren’t you? Say, have you ever thanked 

God for unanswered prayer? Why not? We ought to. You know, we’re always asking 
God for answered prayer. Oh, we’d be in a soup if He answered all of our prayers, 
wouldn’t we? I mean, isn’t God wonderful in that He doesn’t always answer prayer? 
Wasn’t God good to these men when He didn’t give them what they asked for? They 
said, “Lord, kill me,” but He had something far better in store for them than killing them. 
Man, He had many victories for each of these men and a great ministry for them. 

You see, a lot of times we don’t really know what we need. The Bible says, “But my 
God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory” (Philippians 4:19). My 
daddy used to say, “You need a spanking.” He was right. But I didn’t want one. See, it’s 
not our wants that we need, it’s not our wants that He supplies; it’s our needs that He 
supplies: “My God shall supply all your needs.” And so God looked beyond these men’s 
desires and saw their needs. What a blessing that was! 

And now I don’t have time to delineate it all, but let me just tell you that God met 
them at their point of need. 

A. God Met Their Physical Needs
For example, God met them physically: their physical needs. And I can study these

stories and show how God met the physical needs of both Moses, and Elijah, and 
Jonah. He met them at the point of their physical need. 

1. God Met Moses’ Physical Needs
For Moses: for example, do you know what He told Moses with this congregation of

two million people? He said, “Moses, son, you can’t do it by yourself.” And God told 
Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, to give Him some advice, to say, “You need to get some 
men to help you, and you need to get some committees; you need to get this thing 
organized, and so forth. You can’t do it all yourself.” 

That’s what we try to do here at Bellevue. People say, “How do you do everything at 
Bellevue? How can you pastor a big church like that?” Well, I’ve got a secret. I just get a 
bunch of men and women, and delegate a bunch to them. I just sit back in the sun and 
don’t do anything. They just do it all. See? 

All right, that’s the way to do it—really, seriously. We couldn’t do what we do here, 
except there are a lot of people, and they are working. And God gave Moses a plan, 
and He said, “Moses, there’s a principle of organization, of getting people on 
committees, and others.” And He gave him a very wonderful plan. But what was the 
purpose of that plan? To help this man, that he might have a little time to himself, that 
he might have a little time to rest. I’ve said before, the preacher who’s always available 
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isn’t worth a whole lot when he is available. 
All of us need that time to be alone with God. And people can impose things upon 

you that God doesn’t impose on you. And a lot of folks are busy with the blight of 
business, and feel like saying, “You’ve had a little day, busy man, running around doing 
a lot of things, but not amounting to much,” because those things were not assigned by 
God the Holy Spirit. They are things either that people pushed on you, or things that you 
assumed in your egotism that you wanted to do, but you never got orders from God to 
do them. 

Listen to me. Don’t you insult God by saying you don’t have enough time. There is 
enough time in every day to do gracefully everything God wants you to do—gracefully! 
Jesus was never in a hurry, and never late, because He was doing the Father’s will. 
And we get ourselves overcommitted sometimes by other people imposing things on us 
and causing us to do things that God never ordered. Amen, Brother Ed McAteer? Okay, 
I’m preaching to you, brother. Okay, things that God doesn’t want us to do necessarily, 
but that people just impose on us and try to get us to do. 

2. God Met Elijah’s Physical Needs
All right, so God said, “Moses, there’s so much you can do, and there’s so much you

can’t do.” What did He do for Elijah? Why, you study that passage around Elijah, and 
when Elijah wanted to die, God didn’t let him die. God didn’t kill him. As a matter of fact, 
what God did was God took him off to a little spiritual retreat up in the caves—back 
then, as a motel would be to us; back there in a little motel in Arkansas somewhere. 
And He just let him rest, and fed him with angel food cake—I know it must have been, 
because the angels brought it—and water from heaven’s wells; and he just relaxed, had 
a wonderful time, and rested. 

You know, that may be all there is wrong with you. You probably don’t need to see a 
doctor, or a psychiatrist, or a minister. You probably just need to rest. A lot of people, 
that’s true. I like what one philosopher had to say. He said, “I have so much to do today, 
I simply must go to bed.” There is nothing wrong with resting. The Bible says, “It is vain 
for you to rise up early, to sit up late, to eat the bread of sorrows” (Psalm 127:2). Do you 
know what rising up early and staying up late and eating the bread of sorrows is? It’s 
that burning the candle at both ends. 

One man went to see his doctor, and the doctor said, “There’s nothing wrong with 
you. You’re just doing too much; you’re burning the candle at both ends.” He said, 
“Doctor, I didn’t come for a lecture. I came for more wax.” 

“It is vain for you to rise up early, to sit up late, to eat the bread of sorrows” (Psalm 
127:2). There is enough time in every day to do gracefully everything God wants us to 
do. I’m preaching to me. Now, listen, folks. If a guy needs this sermon, it’s me. And 
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every time that finger points at you, there are three pointing at me. But that’s true—
that’s definitely true. Jesus said to His disciples, “Come ye…and rest a while” (Mark 
6:31). And Jesus knew they needed rest. Jesus took His rest. God knows, there’s a time 
to work—and I’m not talking about being lazy. God knows, if you’re a person given to 
laziness, you don’t need this sermon anyway. But I’m talking about some of our folks 
that are getting yourself run down in the ground, even doing church work that God did 
not assign but that somebody else shoved off on you. 

B. God Met Their Psychological Needs
All right now, let me just say that not only did God meet their physical needs, but

God also met their psychological needs. And if I had time this morning, I could show you 
how God psychologically showed Moses a program, how God psychologically showed 
Elijah a power that’s a still small voice passing by. And I don’t have time to do that. I 
could show you how God showed Jonah a purpose, and how he needed to get his eyes 
off of himself and on to those great multitudes there that didn’t know their left hand from 
the right. But what God was saying to all of these people is that their faults had turned 
them inward rather than outward, and that they’d failed to focus their attention on the 
right things. 

Conclusion 
Now, let me tell you something else that God has done for you. The great God of glory 
loves you so much that, when He created you, when He made you this way, He made 
you where you cannot think two thoughts at one time. Now that’s one of the greatest 
things God ever did for you. Why? Because, if you’re thinking what is right, you cannot 
be thinking what is wrong. And isn’t that a blessing? You see, that’s the way to get your 
psychology straightened out: just get your thinking straightened out. It’s so simple it’s 
almost absurd, but the Bible says, “As he thinketh…so is he” (Proverbs 31:7). 

And so this is the reason, in Philippians 4, Paul said, “Finally, brethren, whatsoever 
things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever 
things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if 
there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.” He said, “And the 
peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:7–8). And it’s done by the thought life. 

You see, look. If I’m thinking on something pure, then I can’t think on anything 
impure. If I’m thinking something lovely, I can’t think something unlovely. If I’m thinking 
of something of good report, I can’t be thinking of something of a bad report. And as I 
think, I am. 
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The God who gave a spiritual, psychological provision for these men so long ago 
has given you one. Why don’t you saturate your soul with this book? Why don’t you set 
your affection on things above rather than things on earth (Colossians 3:2)? Why don’t 
you think on things that are pure, and just, and lovely, and get this filth, and this 
business out of your mind? 

You see, God gave these men a physical cure, and God gave these men a 
psychological cure, and when he did, ipso facto, they had the spiritual cure. They were 
back right with Him again, in fellowship with Him, abiding with Him. How we need—how 
we need to obey God’s laws of abiding in Him! So many times we take things in our own 
hands, running around, pretending to be religious, but simply not obeying Him and 
walking in the Spirit. 
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Introduction 
I want to ask you a question. Have you ever been depressed? Silly question! Have you 
ever been depressed? Of course you have! As a matter of fact, John W. Stott, a great 
biblical expositor, said that a Christian’s two chief occupational hazards are depression 
and discouragement. So when I talk about depression, what do I mean? What is 
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depression? A psychologist has described depression this way: “a feeling of 
helplessness and hopelessness that leads to sadness.” I think that’s a good definition. A 
person who is depressed has problems—real or imagined—and he doesn’t seem to be 
able to get a handle on them. There’s no help available, and that’s compounded by the 
fact that there doesn’t seem to be any help on the horizon. It’s helplessness plus 
hopelessness that leads to this deep despondency, this sadness. If you think, perhaps, 
that you’re immune to depression, and that it could never happen to you, I want you to 
look at the scripture that I’ve chosen for us today. And you’re going to be amazed as we 
read this scripture together. 

A. The Example of Moses
First of all, take your Bibles, and turn to Numbers 11:15, and read a prayer of

Moses. You’re going to be amazed when you see this prayer. Here’s Moses speaking to 
the Lord, and he says, “And if thou deal thus with me, kill me, I pray thee,”—that is, 
“God, if this is the way you’re going to treat me, then just go ahead and kill me”—“out of 
hand, if I have found favour in thy sight; and let me not see my wretchedness.” Here 
was a man of God who felt so wretched, so miserable, so lowdown, so depressed, and 
so discouraged, that he said, “Oh, God, if you really loved me, you would kill me.” It’s an 
amazing prayer. 

B. The Example of Elijah
Turn to 1 Kings chapter 19, if you will, please, and look with me in verse 4. This is

the prayer of another prophet. His name was Elijah. And the Bible says, “But he himself 
went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a juniper tree: 
and he requested for himself”—are you ready for this?—“that he might die; and said, It 
is enough; now, O LORD,”—that is, I’ve had it—“take away my life; for I am not better 
than my fathers” (1 Kings 19:4). That is, “God, I’ve had it up to here. I’m ready to throw 
in the towel. Kill me, if you really love me.” 

C. The Example of Jonah
Turn to the Book of Jonah, and look with me in Jonah 4:3, and you’re going to find

the third of these amazing prayers. Here’s Jonah praying, “Therefore now, O LORD, 
take, I beseech thee, my life from me; for it is better for me to die than to live.” Jonah 
says, “God, stop this crazy world, and let me off. I pray, ‘Kill me.’” 

These were good men. These were men who loved God. These were eminently 
successful prophets. And if it could happen to them, I have an idea that it just might 
happen to you. So let’s look and see, if we can, the reason for this despondency. 

Copyright ©2022 Love Worth Finding Ministries, Inc. | Used by permission from the Rogers Family Trust. | www.LWF.org/ARLC 
18



I. The Problems They Faced
Find, first of all, the problems they faced; and then, we’re going to see the provision they 
found. As I’ve looked at the context of each of these prayers I see in that context that 
each one of them faces three major problems. 

A. They Were Physically Worn Out
The first problem was a physical problem. There was a physiological reason that

these men prayed the way they prayed. All three of them—are you ready for this?—
were physically worn out. They were worn to a frazzle. As we say colloquially, they were 
just slap dab worn out. 

1. Moses Was Physically Worn Out
Turn to Numbers chapter 11, if you will, please, again, and look at the prayer of

Moses. Let’s go back and look at what preceded that prayer, when he asked God to 
take away his life. Let’s go back to verse 11: “And Moses said unto the LORD, 
Wherefore hast thou afflicted thy servant? and wherefore have I not found favour in thy 
sight, that thou layest the burden of all this people upon me?” Who were the people that 
he was talking about? Moses was leading the Hebrews from Egypt to Canaan. You talk 
about a big church: he had about two million members, and they were all complaining. 
He pastored the First Baptist Church in the wilderness. And he says, “Have I conceived 
all this people? have I begotten them, that thou shouldest say unto me, Carry them in 
thy bosom, as a nursing father beareth the sucking child, unto the land which thou 
swarest unto their fathers? Whence should I have flesh to give unto all this people? for 
they weep unto me, saying, Give us flesh, that we may eat.” Look in verse 14—here’s 
the key: “I am not able to bear all this people alone, because it is too heavy for me” 
(Numbers 11:11–14). 

Now anybody can tell, here was a man who was worn out. He carried unbelievable 
burdens. 

Mary had a little lamb. 
It grew to be a sheep. 

It then became a pastor, 
And died from lack of sleep. 

—AUTHOR UNKNOWN 
That’s the way Moses was right here. He just was worn out physically, and he said, “I 
can’t bear it. It’s too much. I can’t meet the need.” 

2. Elijah Was Physically Worn Out
What about Elijah, when he prayed that prayer? He’d been going without food for a

long time. Secondly, he had been emotionally strung out. We’re going to get to that in a 
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moment. Thirdly, he had just finished a thirty-mile cross-country run. Could you do that? 
Here was a man whose strength was gone; he was worn out, and he was physically 
debilitated. He was at a point of exhaustion when he said, “Lord, I want you to take my 
life from me.” 

3. Jonah Was Physically Worn Out
And what about Jonah? You talk about a fellow who’d had it. He had a whale house

for a jailhouse; he spent the night on a foam-blubber mattress. And then he had just 
preached a citywide revival crusade in a city about the size of Philadelphia or one of 
these other major cities. There were almost a million people in ancient Nineveh. He 
didn’t have a Holiday Inn, or a Hyatt Regency, didn’t have an automobile to ride in, and 
he didn’t have a public address system. On top of all that, the Bible says that the heat 
was so great that a hot wind from the east blew upon him, and the sun smote upon him. 
He almost had sunstroke. And it was at that time that he said, “Oh, God, please take 
away my life from me” (Jonah 4:3). 

You see, each of these men was physically worn out. Friend, I want to tell you 
something. When you are physically worn out, you are a candidate for depression. 
Vince Lombardi, the great coach of the Green Bay Packers—by the way, every great 
coach is somewhat of a psychologist. Did you know that? He knows more than football; 
he knows people—Vince Lombardi said, “Fatigue makes cowards of us all.” 

B. They Were Emotionally Wrought Up
So there was a physiological problem. They were physically worn out. But, also,

there was a psychological problem. They were emotionally wrought up, and physically 
worn out. 

1. Moses Had a People Problem
If you study the Scriptures again, you’ll find out, for example, that Moses had what

we call a people problem. He had his eyes on other people. He said, “I’m not able to 
bear all these people alone.” And he says, in Numbers 11:11, “And Moses said unto the 
LORD, Wherefore hast thou afflicted thy servant? and wherefore have I not found 
favour in thy sight, that thou layest the burden of all this people upon me?” 

Moses found out you don’t have to be a cannibal to get fed up with people. There 
were people just coming at him, coming at him, and coming at him. They were always 
asking him for things that he couldn’t provide. He was emotionally overloaded, and they 
were literally weeping. How do you think it would make me feel to step up here on this 
platform when everybody is crying, and pointing a finger at me, and saying, “It’s your 
fault”? That’s the way it was with Moses. They were weeping, and they were saying, 
“Moses, it’s your fault!” Moses’ emotional fuse is getting very, very short. Depression 
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comes when we get emotionally overloaded. 
An additional scripture to go with this is over in Exodus chapter 18, beginning in 

verse 13: “And it came to pass on the morrow, that Moses sat to judge the people: and 
the people stood by Moses from the morning unto the evening. And when Moses’ father 
in law saw all that he did to the people…”—now that’s very interesting—“all that he did 
to the people…”—you’d think he’d say all that he did for the people. I want to tell you 
something. A preacher who is always available isn’t worth much when he is available. 
Did you know that? Here was Moses from can to can’t, from daybreak to sunset, 
standing there counseling, counseling, and counseling—“Moses’ father in law saw all 
that he did to the people, he said, What is this thing that thou doest to the people? why 
sittest thou thyself alone, and all the people stand by thee from morning unto even?” 
(Exodus 18:13–14). And then he said later, “[No,] the thing that thou doest is not good” 
(Exodus 18:17). 

Moses was emotionally drained. He was giving of himself, giving of himself, and 
giving of himself. And every time you give of yourself, something goes out of you. Even 
as that woman who touched the hem of the garment of Jesus Christ, the Bible says 
Jesus said, “Virtue is gone out of me” (Luke 8:46)—“something went out of me.” 

2. Elijah Had a Pity Problem
If Moses had a people problem, what kind of a psychological problem did Elijah

have? He had a pity problem. He was drinking from the intoxicating cup of self-pity. 
Read in 1 Kings 19:4—the Bible says, “But he himself went a day’s journey into the 
wilderness, and came and sat down under a juniper tree: and he requested for 
himself”—just underscore that: “for himself”—“that he might die; and said, It is enough; 
now, O LORD, take away my life; for I am not better than my fathers” (1 Kings 19:4). 

Now that is a very interesting statement. You can see now that he’s taken his eyes 
off the Lord. He’s requesting something for himself. He says, “I’m no better than other 
people.” Somehow, evidently, he had thought for a while that he was better than other 
people. I don’t know who told him he was better than his father—must have been his 
mother—but somebody put the idea in this man’s head that he was better than other 
people. He was going through difficulty and persecution and all of this, and here he is 
drinking from the intoxicating cup of self-pity. 

The reason that he is pitying himself is that Jezebel has just made a promise to him. 
Do you remember who Jezebel was? Go back and listen to Dr. Lee’s sermon, “Payday 
Someday.” Jezebel was a wicked queen of Israel married to that wicked king, Ahab, and 
she’d just made a promise to the preacher. She said, “I’m going to make you a foot 
shorter at the top before the sun goes down.” That is, I’m going to take your head from 
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you; I’m going to behead you. By the way, Elijah’s not the last preacher who’s had a fit 
of depression over some long-tongued Jezebel either. And here he is out there. I don’t 
believe that he really wanted to die. I mean, honestly, folks, the Bible says he just ran a 
day’s journey from her. If he really wanted to die, all he’d have to do is sit still, and 
Jezebel would take care of him. He’s just feeling sorry for himself. I don’t think any of 
these men literally, actually, wanted to die. But he’s wallowing in self-pity. 

3. Jonah Had a Pout Problem
Moses had a people problem. Elijah had a pity problem. And old Jonah had a pout

problem. He didn’t like the way God was doing things. In Jonah chapter 4, he asked 
God to kill him; but you have to back up a little bit and see what he said before that. God 
sent a mighty revival, but the Bible says, in Jonah 4:1, “But it displeased Jonah 
exceedingly, and he was very angry.” That’s his emotional problem. He’s very angry. 
“And he prayed unto the LORD, and said, I pray thee, O LORD, was not this my saying, 
when I was yet in my country? Therefore I fled before unto Tarshish: for I knew that thou 
art a gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repentest 
thee of the evil. Therefore now, O LORD, take, I beseech thee, my life from me; for it is 
better for me to die than to live” (Jonah 4:1–3). 

Now, why was he angry? He was angry because God sent revival. Why didn’t he 
want God to send revival? He had prophesied judgment, and revival came; so his 
reputation as an evangelist was ruined. What would the folks in Nashville think? But I’m 
being a little facetious. Let me tell you something. He was a super-patriot. He loved 
Israel. And his feeling toward Nineveh was about like some of you are feeling toward 
Libya: “Nuke ’em!” I mean, “Burn them! Look what they’ve done to God’s people!” They 
were a bandit race—murderers, wicked, vile—and they were always a threat to Israel. 
He wanted God just to wipe them out. He said, “God, I know the way you work. If I go 
down and preach judgment, you’ll send revival. That’s the reason why I didn’t want to go 
to begin with.” So here he is pouting at God. He is angry with God. 

Let me tell you something about depression, folks. Depression comes, many times, 
when something we love and value very much is threatened or taken from us. It may be 
a possession. It may be a loved one. It may be some hope. But when it is threatened, or 
taken from us, and we have unresolved grief, that depression turns to anger. There are 
a lot of bitter and angry people who are on the second stage of depression, because the 
thing that they love and hope for has been threatened. And that’s the way this prophet 
was. 

But let me tell you something, folks. You can look at all three of these men before 
they prayed and asked God to take away their lives, and every one of them had a deep, 
emotional, and psychological problem. Moses had a people problem. Elijah had a pity 
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problem. And Jonah had a pout problem. Moses had his eyes upon others. Elijah had 
his eyes upon himself. And Jonah had his eyes upon circumstances. But none of them 
had their eyes upon God. They were emotionally wrought out. 

C. They Were Spiritually Run Down
Now, watch this. Not only were they physically worn out; not only were they

emotionally wrought up; but it was at that time they became spiritually run down. The 
devil is a master strategist, and the devil knows exactly when to move in on you and to 
attack you with a fit of despondency so you’ll take your eyes from the Lord. All three of 
these men at that particular time were in spiritual disrepair, to pray such a prayer as 
this. 

And I want to ask the question, first of all, when I talk about people who are 
spiritually run down: Who? Prophets of God, men of God, men who love God. Are you 
listening? The ministry is not immunity, and God’s servants—I don’t care whether they 
are in the pew or the pulpit—cannot break God’s law with impunity. The law of gravity 
works for the saved and the lost alike. You step out of the balcony, and you’ll find it out, 
if you don’t use the stairs. You don’t break God’s law of gravity; you just demonstrate it. 
You’re broken on it. Whether you’re saved or lost, it doesn’t make any difference. 

When did they get in trouble? They got in trouble spiritually, when they were already 
in trouble physically and psychologically. I want you to understand that. You see, the 
devil is a master strategist, as I’ve said. The kind of friend you have in the devil is, if you 
were in quicksand, he’d pat you on the head. He knows when you’re in difficulty, and 
that’s when he moves in. 

1. Moses Was Spiritually Run Down
There’s an interesting passage of Scripture in Deuteronomy 25:17. God said to

Moses, “Remember what Amalek did unto thee by the way, when ye were come forth 
out of Egypt; how he met thee by the way, and smote the hindmost of thee,”—that is, 
the ones who were the stragglers—“even all that were feeble behind thee, when thou 
wast faint and weary” (Deuteronomy 25:17–18). This satanically inspired enemy 
watched the people of Israel and said, “I’m not going to attack the strong ones. I’m 
going to find those who are faint. I’m going to find those who are weak.” Folks, when 
you are physically and emotionally wrung out, worn out, and wrought up, then you’re a 
sitting duck for Satan. He sees the advantage. 

Now, watch it. Not only that, but they were all coming off of a great emotional high, a 
great spiritual victory. Moses had just come through the miracles of the exodus, and had 
just come through the Red Sea dry-shod. You’d think a man like that would be on the 
mountaintop forever, wouldn’t you? Yet he’s down in the valley, wanting to die. 
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2. Elijah Was Spiritually Run Down
When did Elijah pray, and say, “God, kill me”? In chapter 19. What happened in

chapter 18? A mountaintop revival on Mt. Carmel, when fire came down from heaven, 
and the people fell on their faces, and they said, “The Lord, He is God”—“The Lord, He 
is God.” From the showdown to the letdown, from the mountaintop to the valley, with his 
head between his knees: standing before 450 prophets of Baal, and now running before 
one woman. It’s amazing! Right on the heels of a great spiritual experience; now a great 
depression, and a great letdown. 

3. Jonah Was Spiritually Run Down
What about Jonah? After a citywide revival! You’ve never seen a revival like that,

where an entire city repented in sackcloth and ashes. Then, right on the heels of that 
great emotional crisis and crescendo, now he’s down in the valley. You’d be surprised 
how many people there are who are depressed after the holidays, after all the presents 
have been opened. It’s an amazing thing. It’s almost as if we get built up to be knocked 
down. 

You don’t have to be that way. Jesus went through exactly the same thing. When did 
the devil tempt Jesus? Remember, number one, a great spiritual experience: He had 
just been baptized. The Holy Spirit of God had descended upon Him like a dove in His 
baptism. But then, on top of that now, He’s physically worn out from fasting forty days in 
the wilderness. Then comes the devil, huh? Sure, but he didn’t win with Jesus. And he 
doesn’t have to win with you. I’m just trying to tell you, folks, there is a principle. Why did 
they get in all of this trouble? Because, spiritually, they had taken their eyes off the Lord 
and put their eyes either on people, or on self, or upon circumstances. And any 
Christian is going to get depressed when he does that. 

There was a physiological reason; there was a psychological reason; and there was 
a spiritual reason. They were worn out, wrought up, run down spiritually; and they got 
depressed. That’s the problem they faced. 

II. The Provision They Found
Now, let’s look at the provision they found. What did God do for these people? Hey, 
folks, let me ask you a question. We thank God for answered prayer. Have you ever 
thanked God for unanswered prayer? You’d better. Wouldn’t we be in the soup if God 
always heard our prayer? “God, kill me.” Ha, you’re dead! Oh, how we thank God that 
he doesn’t always hear our prayers, “for we know not what we should pray for as we 
ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be 
uttered” (Romans 8:26). Hallelujah! God doesn  ’t always give us what we want; He gives 
us what we need. What a great God we have! God knew these men, and God knew the 
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stuff that they were made of, and God wasn’t like so many of us: God did not mistake 
the moment for the man. God knew they were having a bad spell. God knew they were 
in a fit of depression. 

A. God’s Physical Provision
So what did God do for them? Think what God did for them physically, and I think it

would be a blessing for all of us. 
1. God’s Physical Provision for Moses
What did he do for Moses physically? He gave Moses seventy elders to help him.

Numbers 11:16: “And the LORD said unto Moses, Gather unto me seventy men of the 
elders of Israel, whom thou knowest to be the elders of the people, and officers over 
them; and bring them unto the tabernacle of the congregation, that they may stand there 
with thee. And I will come down and talk with thee there: and I will take of the spirit 
which is upon thee, and will put it upon them; and they shall bear the burden of the 
people with thee, that thou bear it not thyself alone” (Numbers 11:16–17). “You just 
can’t do it all, Moses.” 

Now, folks, most of us are going to get physically worn out, when we’re doing things 
God never intended for us to do. I’ve said in a sermon before, and I really believe it, 
after having thought about it: that there’s enough time in every day to do gracefully 
everything God wants us to do. Isn’t that right? There’s enough time in every day to do 
gracefully everything God wants us to do. Moses was doing something God didn’t want 
him to do, and he was calling it serving God. He was calling it doing something for the 
people. Jethro said, “You’re doing something to the people” (Exodus 18:13). 

Now, listen. Make a list of everything you’re doing you think is so all-fired important. 
We need to eliminate some things, delegate other things, and then dedicate the rest. 
There are some things other people can do. That’s how Moses learned to delegate. And 
other things, he just plain eliminated. 

2. God’s Physical Provision for Elijah
God made a physical provision for Moses. What about Elijah? God made a physical

provision for Elijah too. See what God said to Elijah in 1 Kings 19:5: “And as he lay and 
slept under a juniper tree, behold, then an angel touched him, and said unto him, Arise 
and eat.” Isn’t that precious? Elijah said, “Kill me.” God says, “Here, son, here’s 
something good for you to eat.” “And he looked, and, behold, there was a cake baken 
on the coals,”—talk about angel food cake: friend, that was—“and a cruse of water at 
his head. And he did eat and drink, and laid him down again.” A big meal, and then off 
for another snooze: “And the angel of the LORD came again the second time, and 
touched him, and said, Arise and eat;”—sounds pretty good to me—“because the 
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journey is too great for thee.” You see, he’s worn out: “And he arose, and did eat and 
drink, and went in the strength of that meat forty days and forty nights unto Horeb the 
mount of God. And he came thither unto a cave, and lodged there” (1 Kings 19:5–9). 
Folks, God gave him a vacation. He had a retreat center, and bread from heaven’s 
bakery, and water from heaven’s well, and there he’s just resting. 

Do you know what some of you may need? A vacation—plain vacation! You say, 
“Amen!” Well, take it. You say, “I can’t.” David said, “The Lord is my resort.” You need 
somewhere, somehow—even if you can’t go away—to get away with God. There was a 
French philosopher who said, “I have so much to do today I simply must go to bed.” 
Amen? Listen, friend. God knows that you need rest. You think you’re doing something 
for God when you’re running around like you think you’re superman? Listen, friend. I 
know what you watched last night. The Bible says, “It is vain for you to rise up early, to 
sit up late, to eat the bread of sorrows: for so he giveth his beloved sleep” (Psalm 
127:2). That’s what the Bible says: “He gives his beloved sleep.” It’s vain to do that: not 
to get your rest. You need to rest. Jesus said to his disciples, “Come ye yourselves 
apart…and rest a while” (Mark 6:31). That’s what Jesus said. He knew they needed 
rest. Dear old Dr. Havner said, “We better come apart, or we’ll come apart.” Amen? 

3. God’s Physical Provision for Jonah
What did God do for Jonah? Look and see what God did for Jonah, in Jonah 4:4:

“Then said the LORD, Doest thou well to be angry? So Jonah went out of the city, and 
sat on the east side of the city, and there made him a booth, and sat under it in the 
shadow, till he might see what would become of the city. And the LORD God prepared a 
gourd, and made it to come up over Jonah, that it might be a shadow over his head,”—
now, underscore this next phrase—“to deliver him from his grief”  (Jonah 4:4–6). 

Isn’t that tender of the Lord? Jonah built him a pastorium, and God air-conditioned it. 
He had him a little shack built there, trying to get out of the heat; and God caused a 
beautiful, luxurious, green, soft, tender vine to come up and just grow all over that thing 
so he could get back there in the shade and cool down. The Bible says that God did that 
for this purpose: to deliver that man from his grief (Jonah 4:6). God knew that he had a 
physical need. If you’re depressed, it may be that you need to go see a doctor to get a 
check-up. It may be that you need rest. It may be that you need a vacation. It may be 
that you need a change of diet. The answer, though deeply spiritual, may be intensely 
practical. 

B. God’s Psychological Provision
That’s the physical provision God made. What did God do psychologically for these

fellows?  
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1. God Gave Moses a Promise
Moses saw people, but God gave Moses a promise. If you read that chapter, God said,

“Moses, the battle is not yours; it’s mine. You look to me, and I will take care of them.” 
2. God Gave Elijah a Power
What did God do to Elijah? God showed Elijah a power. He was afraid of a woman,

and God said, “All right, you’re afraid of all this sound and fury. Sit up here in the 
mountains; I want to show you something.” And God caused an earthquake to come 
through the land—and God wasn’t in the earthquake. God caused a mighty fire to 
come—and God wasn’t in the fire. God caused a tornado, and a wind—and God wasn’t 
in the wind. Then there was a still small voice—and that was God. 

We get all blown out of shape by earthquakes, wind, and fire. Tune in to God; get 
alone with God. In quietness and confidence, possess your souls. The Greek word for 
“soul” is psuche. Possess your psuche. He asked for pity. God showed him power. 

3. God Gave Jonah a Perspective
And then, what about Jonah? For his pout, God gave him a perspective. God had to

take away the gourd vine for a while so he could see that entire city out there. God gave 
him a new perspective. And God said, “Hey, son, get your eyes off yourself. Lift up your 
eyes and look on the fields; they’re white unto harvest” (John 4:35). Psychologically, God 
gave each of these men something to take the place of that inward look that they had. 

C. God’s Spiritual Provision
Spiritually, what did He do for them? He just loved them, brought them back to

Himself, and used them. He carried them in His heart and in His bosom. 

Conclusion 
Let me tell you something this morning, dear friend given to depression. God loves you 
so much. He loves you, and “He will never leave you nor forsake you” (Hebrews 13:5). 
And though we deny Him, He cannot deny Himself; He abides faithful (2 Timothy 2:13). 
Thank God that the story of these men did not end in depression. “Yea, though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod 
and thy staff they comfort me” (Psalm 23:4). “Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to 
you” (James 4:8). 
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Introduction 
I want you to take your Bibles and open them, please, to Numbers chapter 13 and look 
up here. I want to talk to you tonight about wisdom, and I want to give you tonight four 
ways that you can be a wiser person. Now I think that living life successfully depends on 
the amount of wisdom that you have and the quality of your wisdom. So I want to tell 
you four ways tonight that you can be a wiser person. 

By the way, if I were to ask you tonight to give me a definition of wisdom, I wonder if 
you could give me a definition of wisdom. Now I want to remind you that wisdom is not 
necessarily intelligence. As a matter of fact, there are a lot of intelligent people who are 
not wise. The Bible says great men are not always wise. You may have a high IQ and 
not be wise. And I want to remind you also that wisdom is not common sense. There 
may be some similarity, but wisdom and common sense—Bible wisdom and common 
sense—are two separate things. Thank God for common sense, and thank God for 
intelligence—but they are not wisdom. 

Let me give you my definition of wisdom, all right? Wisdom is seeing life from God’s 
point of view. That’s what wisdom is. Wisdom is seeing life from God’s perspective—
from God’s point of view. And in order to do this, you have to have the mind of Christ, 
for the Bible says, “God sees not as man sees.” (1 Samuel 16:7) Man sees one thing. 
God sees another. So, in order to have wisdom, you have to see things from God’s 
point of view. 

I was out at our building today looking at the building and praying for the building; 
just went out there and sat for a while in the gazebo and kind of spread out my hands 
over all of that and prayed, “God, bless it,” and “God, help it,” and “God, guide it,” and 
so forth. And I thought, as I was out there, of one of the most significant places in all of 
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that construction to me. If you were to go right behind where the pulpit and the choir will 
be, you will find a piece of cement. And in that piece of cement there is a nail set, and 
that nail is sticking up about at a certain height. And then there is a sign on that nail, or 
right by that nail, written down on a piece of wood that says, “working point”—“working 
point.” 

Now, what that point is, is the point that everything else in that building is measured 
by. Anything east or west or north or south, is east, west, north, or south of that point. 
Anything high or low, is high or low from that point. So if you say high, you have to say 
high according to what; or low, low according to what; east, east of what; west, west of 
what; north, north of what; south, south of what. Somewhere there has to be, if you’re 
going to build a building, a starting point. Somewhere there has to be a fixed spot, right? 
Or else you’re not going to have a building that’s worth very much. 

Now, in building the life, you have to have a fixed spot. You have to have a point of 
reference—and the thing is good or bad, wise or unwise, according to one fixed spot. 
And that one fixed spot is the Lord Jesus Christ and His character. That’s the fixed spot 
that you have to have. And if you don’t have a fixed spot, you won’t have a point of 
reference, and you’re not going to build a very good life; you’re not going to have 
wisdom. 

Now, wisdom is seeing life from God’s perspective. Get your perspective right, and 
you’ll have wisdom. I thought today of four ways that you need to get your perspective 
right and then you’re going to have wisdom. 

I. Wisdom Sees Problems from God’s Point of View
All right, number one: Wisdom sees problems from God’s point of view—wisdom sees 
problems from God’s point of view. Now, if you want wisdom, take your problem and 
then look at your problem through God’s eyes. Look at your problem with God’s 
perspective. 

Right now I want you to do something. There’s nobody here who doesn’t have a 
problem. If you say you don’t have a problem, I’m going to say you don’t have a mind. 
You’re just not thinking. Everybody here has some problems—not a problem, problems 
plural. But I want you to just go through the catalog of your problems, and I want you to 
take the biggest one—I mean the king-size problem that’s in your life, whatever it is. It 
may be a problem with a loved one. It may be a problem with health It may be a 
problem with finances. But you just take the big, big, big problem that you’ve got; then I 
want you to mull on it a little bit, and I want you to think of the very worst things that can 
happen to you as a result of that problem; or if that problem takes the worst turn it can 
take, I want you to conceptualize that in your mind. All right, take your problem now and 
just let it run on out until it gets worse. All right, just dwell on it; just think how bad it can 
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get. All right now, have you got that problem fixed in your mind? All right now, does it 
seem real big to you? It does? Okay now, I want to ask you a question. Do you think it is 
big to God? Think about it. Think about it. From God’s point of view, as God looks at 
that thing that is so big to you, I ask you, is that problem big to God? If it is, I want to tell 
you, your problem is not that your problem is too big, but your God is too small. 

Now, there is no problem that is big to God. Now, let’s look here in Numbers chapter 
13 and verse 16. God had given His people a promised land, and they went to spy out 
the land and to see what was in the land that God promised them. I begin reading in 
verse 16: “These are the names of the men which Moses sent to spy out the land. And 
Moses called Oshea the son of Nun Jehoshua. And Moses sent them to spy out the 
land of Canaan, and said unto them, Get you up this way southward, and go up into the 
mountain: and see the land, what it is, and the people that dwelleth therein,”—now, 
notice: they’re going up on a mountain—“whether they be strong or weak, few or many; 
and what the land is that they dwell in, whether it be good or bad; and what cities they 
be that they dwell in, whether in tents, or in strong holds; and what the land is, whether 
it be fat or lean, whether there be wood therein, or not. And be ye of good courage, and 
bring of the fruit of the land. Now the time was the time of the firstripe grapes. So they 
went up, and searched the land from the wilderness of Zin unto Rehob, as men come to 
Hamath. And they ascended by the south, and came unto Hebron; where Ahiman, 
Sheshai, and Talmai, the children of Anak, were. (Now Hebron was built seven years 
before Zoan in Egypt.)” Of course, I know we all know when Zoan was built, so we don’t 
have to answer that. “And they came unto the brook of Eshcol, and cut down from 
thence a branch with one cluster of grapes, and they bare it between two upon a staff; 
and they brought of the pomegranates, and of the figs. The place was called the brook 
Eshcol, because of the cluster of grapes which the children of Israel cut down from 
thence. And they returned from searching of the land after forty days. And they went 
and came to Moses, and to Aaron, and to all the congregation of the children of Israel, 
unto the wilderness of Paran, to Kadesh; and brought back word unto them, and unto all 
the congregation, and shewed them the fruit of the land. And they told him, and said, 
We came unto the land whither thou sentest us, and surely it floweth with milk and 
honey; and this is the fruit of it. Nevertheless the people be strong that dwell in the land, 
and the cities are walled, and very great: and moreover we saw the children of Anak 
there. The Amalekites dwell in the land of the south: and the Hittites, and the Jebusites, 
and the Amorites, dwell in the mountains: and the Canaanites dwell by the sea, and by 
the coast of Jordan. And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and said, Let us go up 
at once, and possess it; for we are well able to overcome it. But the men that went up 
with him said, We be not able to go up against the people; for they are stronger than 
we. And they brought up an evil report of the land which they had searched unto the 
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children of Israel, saying, The land, through which we have gone to search it, is a land 
that eateth up the inhabitants thereof; and all the people that we saw in it are men of a 
great stature. And there we saw the giants, the sons of Anak, which come of the giants: 
and we were in our own sight as grasshoppers, and so were we in their sight.” 
(Numbers 13:16–33) 

Now, here was a king-size problem. I mean, God says, “I want you to go into this 
land and possess it.” And when they went into the land, they saw the enemy. And here’s 
what they saw about the enemy. 

First of all, they saw that they were strong in number. The Bible says in verse 28 
they were “very great.” That means, in plain English, there were a lot of them. They 
were outnumbered; the saints were outnumbered. 

Not only were they strong in number; they were strong in size. Verse 28 tells us 
again they were the sons of Anak. Now, Anak must have been some kind of dude. I 
mean, he was the original Bigfoot. He had sons who were big. One of these they had 
already met, the king of Bashan, whose name was Og. He slept on a bed that was 
fourteen feet long, further from me to this fellow sitting over here, and it was six and a 
half feet wide—that was the size of this fellow’s bed. Now, there were a lot of them out 
there, and they were big. 

And now, not only were they great in number, not only were they great in size, but 
they were also great in position: they were on the mountaintop with walls around it. 
When you were a kid, did you ever play king of the mountain? You get somebody up on 
top of a pile of dirt, and the rest of the kids come and try to drag him off. Well, the guy 
on top is awfully hard to drag off, because to come at him, you’ve got to come uphill, 
and he can just keep shoving you down. 

They were up there in walled cities, many of them great big—they’ve got everything, 
and they’re also strong in determination. Now, over here in verse 22 we see the names 
of three of them: Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai. I read somewhere that those three 
names mean “who I am,” “what I am,” and “what I can do.” And here are three very 
determined giants who evidently seemed to be bell cow giants, leaders of the rest of the 
giants. And when these ten spies went out and saw them, they said, “No way, José. We 
can’t do it. I mean, there is no way possible.” 

In human terms, they were right. You have to understand this: humanly speaking, 
they were right. If they looked with man’s eyes, they were absolutely right—certain, 
dead right, they were right. But the problem is that they were looking at it through 
human eyes. Now, learn this about victory in the Christian life: Victory in the Christian 
life is not difficult. That’s the reason why many of us fail: we think it’s difficult. Victory in 
the Christian life is impossible. The Christian life is impossible. And if you don’t ever 
learn that, you’ll never learn to live the Christian life. 
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There’s only one person who has ever lived the Christian life: do you know what His 
name is? Jesus. Jesus. He’s the only One who ever lived it. And if it is lived today in 
your house, it will be Jesus who is still doing it. It will be the Jesus in you. Now it’s not 
difficult; it is impossible. There’s only One who does the impossible: His name is the 
Lord Jesus, and He lives in you. And you need to understand this. Now, as long as you 
are trying to do it, you’re not going to do it. Victory is not by trying; it is by trusting. 
You see, listen. The only thing I have a right to ask someone to believe about me and 
the faith I have is that which is unexplainable. I mean, if they can explain it, whatever it 
is, if it can be explained in human terms, what is happening in my life is not the Christian 
life. The Christian life is a miracle life. 

Now, these guys said, “Look. We’re like grasshoppers. When we look at them, they 
think we’re grasshoppers. And we’re inclined to agree with them.” Now, the problem 
was this: They simply had a human perspective. Wisdom is looking at life from God’s 
perspective. 

Now I want you to see the difference between these guys and Caleb. Notice here in 
chapter 14 and verse 6: “And Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, 
which were of them that searched the land, rent their clothes:”—that is, they are so 
disgusted with these people they just simply tear their clothing—“and they spake unto 
all the company of the children of Israel, saying, The land, which we passed through to 
search it, is an exceeding good land.” Now, watch: “If the LORD delight in us, then he 
will bring us into this land, and give it us; a land which floweth with milk and honey. Only 
rebel not ye against the LORD, neither fear ye the people of the land; for they are 
bread…”—bread, food; “this is a piece of cake”: that’s what he is saying—“for they are 
bread for us: their defence is departed from them, and the LORD is with us: fear them 
not.” (Numbers 14:6–9) 

Now, what was the difference between ten men and two men? Ten men that day—
ten grasshopper-spies—saw through human eyes, and two saw through divine eyes. 
Ten saw on a human plane; two saw from God’s perspective. Wisdom is seeing life 
from God’s perspective. Ten looked at those giants and said, “Look how much bigger 
they are than we are!” Two looked at those giants and said, “Look how much smaller 
they are than God is!” You see, it’s a matter of perspective. 

I heard about a guy who got on an airplane and he’d never flown before. And he 
looked down and he said, “It’s true just like they say. Look at those people down there. 
They look so small; they look like ants.” The fellow said, “They are ants. We haven’t 
taken off yet.” But when you get up in an airplane and you look down, everything is 
small. And, friend, when God sits in the heavenlies, that problem that seems big to you 
is small to God. 

Don’t you sometimes get upset with these people who see difficulty in every 
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opportunity rather than seeing opportunity in every difficulty? Listen. What Caleb saw 
was not difficulty, but opportunity. He said, “They are bread for us.” That is, “God has 
prepared our dinner. God wants us to gobble them up.” 

Now, when you eat bread, what does bread do? It gives you strength. The very thing 
that you think is a problem is God’s way to grow you, mature you, and strengthen you—
if you see it from God’s perspective. Ol’ Caleb said, “Pass the peanut butter. These are 
bread—they are bread for us, and it’s going to strengthen us.” 

We will never do what God calls us to do if we have a negative congregation. I heard 
about a fellow who had a barber who was very, very negative. And he was a Roman 
Catholic, and he told his barber, “I’m going to Rome.” Barber said, “Don’t go to Rome. 
That’s a bad city, full of pickpockets this time of the year; it’s just got a bad odor.” The 
barber said, “How do you intend to fly over there?” He said, “We’re going over on TWA.” 
He said, “Worst airline in the world. They won’t give you the right food. You’ll be lucky if 
you don’t get hijacked; and I’ll guarantee you they’ll lose your luggage, and they will be 
late. They’ll leave late; they’ll get there late.” He said, “What do you want to do?” He 
said, “Well, I hope to see the pope.” He said, “You’ve got to be kidding! There will be 
150,000 people out there. You won’t even be able to tell who he is.” He said, “Well, you 
know, I’m going anyway.” 

So he went and he came back. And the barber the next time said, “Well, how was 
your trip?” He said, “It was fantastic! Man, we flew on TWA: left on time; the food—filet 
mignon and lobster-tail. They treated me like I was a king. My luggage was there. It was 
wonderful.” He said, “We found a beautiful villa to stay in, just paid peanuts for it. It was 
wonderful. The city was full of flowers, beautiful.” The barber said, “Yeah, but you didn’t 
get to see the pope.” He said, “Well, let me tell you what happened. I was standing 
there, and a guy came and tapped me on the shoulder and said, ‘Come with me.’ We 
went up five floors. I went into an apartment: there was the pope himself! He welcomed 
me in. He wanted to talk with me. I couldn’t figure it out. I said, ‘Well, out of all those 
people, how did you pick me out?’ The pope said, ‘I felt sorry for you: that’s the worst-
looking haircut I’ve ever seen in my life.’” 

I want us not to be like that barber. There are always people who are like these ten 
spies or very much like that barber. You know what we need to do, folks—really what 
we need to do? We need to begin to see things through the eyes of God. We really do. 
It’s just a matter of perspective. It’s just a matter of perspective. 

I talked to a Korean pastor over in Korea. He pastors the largest Baptist church in 
the whole wide world. He spoke here one night. His name is Ki Dong Kim. And he told 
me, “Adrian, there are some people who see with the eye of the ant: all they can see is 
the next ant. But there are some people who see with the eye of the eagle.” And he 
said, “The eagle sees over the horizon.” And then he said, “Adrian, if God allows you to 

Copyright ©2022 Love Worth Finding Ministries, Inc. | Used by permission from the Rogers Family Trust. | www.LWF.org/ARLC 
33



see it, you can have it”—“if God allows you to see it, you can have it.” And I thought 
then, “O God, I want to have an eagle eye. I want to mount up with wings like an eagle. I 
want to see things from God’s perspective—not from the grasshopper level, but from 
the eagle level. I want to see things from God’s perspective.” 

II. Wisdom Sees Time from God’s Point of View
Now, second, it’s all a matter of perspective. Number one: you need to see your 
problems from God’s perspective if you want wisdom. Number two: wisdom sees time, 
as well as problems, from God’s point of view. You know, we need also to see God’s 
perspective on time. 

I want you to do another exercise with me tonight. I asked you to think of the biggest 
problem you could think of, and then I asked you to see if it is big in God’s eyes. Right 
now, I want you to think for just a moment of the most important thing to you at this 
moment. What is the most important thing to you at this moment—right now, the 
number one thing on your agenda, the most important? Okay, have you got it in your 
mind? All right now, I want to ask you a question. A hundred million years from now, will 
it be important? One hundred million years from now, that thing that is the most 
important thing to you, will it be important a hundred million years from now? 

Now, you see, wisdom is seeing not what is important now but what is important 
from God’s perspective. And God deals not in time, but God deals in eternity. Let me 
show you another great man in the Bible. Let’s turn to Hebrews chapter 11 with me. 
Just fast-forward to Hebrews 11, and I want to begin reading in verse 24. This is the 
story of Moses, when Moses was offered to be the king. He had laid out before him an 
offer to be the king, the pharaoh of Egypt. And here’s how Moses responded to that. 
The Bible says here in verse 24, “By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused 
to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter; choosing rather to suffer affliction with the 
people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin”—now, watch this next phrase—“for a 
season;”—that is, for a temporary time—“esteeming the reproach of Christ greater 
riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence of the 
reward. By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: for he endured, as 
seeing him who is invisible.” (Hebrews 11:24–27) 

Now, at Moses’ fingertips, there was something that was immediately his. I mean, he 
could lay his hands on it; he could have it, I mean, and have it now. He could have 
position, verse 24 tells us. He could have been the grandson of Pharaoh. That means 
he was heir to the throne. He could have had position, unlimited power. 

Not only could he have position, but he could have pleasure. Verse 25 tells us that 
he could enjoy the pleasures of sin. Your mind cannot imagine the lavish court life that 
was available to him, unequaled in the known world. Any sensual pleasure that his heart 
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desired, he could have had. 
Not only could he have had position—heir to the throne—and pleasure; he would 

have had possession. Look in verse 26: “Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater 
riches than the treasures in Egypt.” (Hebrews 11:26) Now, in the eyes of the world, 
when you say position, pleasure, and treasure, you’ve just about said it. I mean, he had 
that; it was right there. But then he refused it. Why? Well look in verse 26: He esteemed 
“the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt.” Now, what he did, 
the word esteemed, as I told you about a month or two ago, is a bookkeeping term. It 
means that he did some figuring, he did some accounting, and he said, “All right, here 
are the pleasures of the present and the glories of the future,” and what he did, he got to 
thinking about it. He said, “Well, would I rather be a child of God, or a grandchild of 
Pharaoh? Had I rather have favor with the king, or favor with the King of kings? What is 
more important to me: the material or the spiritual? What is more important: now or 
tomorrow?” 

You see, folly calculates on beginnings, but wisdom always reckons on endings. If 
you want to teach your children wisdom, teach them to look past today to tomorrow. Do 
you know what I always try to think about in anything I do? I know I fail sometimes, but I 
try to think not what a thing is but where’s the thing headed? I would rather be with 
something that’s not what it ought to be, headed in the right direction, than something 
better that’s headed in the wrong direction. Think about it. You see, wisdom sees time 
from God’s point of view. Wisdom doesn’t get antsy about now; wisdom looks into the 
future. 

In 1829, William Booth came to a relationship with God; he was gloriously saved. 
And he founded an organization that is now known as the Salvation Army. He got with a 
group of people: old-fashioned Wesleyans who believed in holiness and soul winning 
and taking care of people. And William Booth’s wife’s name was Catherine. They were a 
wonderful couple, they loved God; and they went down into the slums of London to help 
the prostitutes and the drunks and the fallen and the gutter rats. They were down there 
just caring for them and lifting them and winning them to Jesus, and feeding them and 
so forth, and they were bringing some of this riffraff into the church. Well, he had an 
army—he called that army his Salvation Army—going down into the slums to work there 
in the worst part of London. 

There was an army of resistance that was organized against him. And the clerics 
and the important people in the church said, “Now, that’s not the way to do God’s work. 
That’s beneath the dignity of the church, and you’re upsetting things, and you’re 
offending people; and, besides that, you are not under our authority. We’ve not 
commissioned you to do this; we’re not regulating this. It’s out of control.” 

So they had a church court, and they brought William Booth into court. It was a big 
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auditorium—something like this—and it was filled with people. And they took this man, 
the founder of the Salvation Army, later known as General Booth, and they put him up 
before that court, and they began to hurl these accusations and these charges at him. 
And then they said to him, “William Booth, are you willing to cease and desist this work, 
or are we going to have to censure you and withdraw your credentials and stop you 
from this ministry? What are you willing to do? Speak!” 

And William Booth, who was a good man and a kind man, and wanted to make 
certain that he didn’t say the wrong things, stood up and began to consider, because 
this was a very serious matter. These were his peers, and in a way, his authority. And it 
would be so much easier on him just simply to say, “Yes, I will do as you tell me to do.” 
But his wife was up in the balcony. She saw what she thought to be maybe just a little 
hesitation on her husband’s part. And she stood up in the balcony, and she took out her 
handkerchief and began to wave it. And she said, “William! William! Say no! Say no!” 
And William Booth said, “Gentlemen, the answer is no.” 

One of the greatest soul-winning works of all history—multiplied thousands, perhaps 
millions, have come to Christ; little cold children have been fed and clothed and cared 
for; and which of us has not seen the work that the great Salvation Army has done?—
because there was a man who I think in a moment of crisis looked past the immediate 
and into the future. It’s so easy to make your decision on now—the easy way. Moses 
could have done it. But he refused. I think William Booth had God’s perspective, and he 
saw that God sees not as man sees when it comes to time. 

III. Wisdom Sees Possessions from God’s Point of View
Now I want to mention a third way you can have more wisdom: Not only to see your 
problems from God’s perspective; and not only to see time from God’s perspective; but 
a third way I really believe that you can have the wisdom that God wants you to have is 
to see possessions from God’s point of view—to see wealth from God’s point of view. 
Learn to evaluate what you call riches and possessions from God’s perspective. Now 
I’ve told you before that if you want to know what you really, really own, you add up 
everything that you have that money cannot buy and death cannot take away. 

I worked my way through college and seminary. As a matter of fact, I was buying my 
clothes and other things when I was in high school working. And my dad at that time 
was not able to pay my way to college, not able to pay my way to seminary, and I was 
married seven years of school and had children. And I had a conviction that Joyce 
ought not to work; she ought to stay home. And so I worked and went to school at the 
same time. Maybe I could have made better grades if I’d have gone fulltime, but I didn’t 
want to borrow money either. So I just figured God would supply. 

In order for that to happen, we lived very meagerly; I mean, very meagerly. But we 
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never missed a meal. Bob and I were talking last night at supper, and I said, “I think the 
closest I came to feeling sorry for myself is when I walked home. I’d been busing dishes 
for my meals in the school cafeteria there at Stetson University and working at A&P 
after that. And I’d been to work at the A&P and couldn’t get my meal in the school 
cafeteria, so I stopped at a restaurant, reached down in my jeans, and I came up with 
either twenty-one cents or eleven cent—I can’t remember which—but whatever it was, 
was the price of a cheese sandwich. And when that lady asked me, “Do you want 
anything to drink?” I said, “No ma’am.” I remember I had one cent left, and I looked at 
that penny and I said, “You rascal, you’re so poor.” And I felt sorry for myself right at 
that moment. It was just one little twinge of feeling sorry for myself. The very next day I 
still had everything I needed and never missed a meal. I got pretty close that night, but 
never missed a meal. And God provided for us. 

And I remember that when I finally got out of seminary, I told Joyce, “Now, Honey, 
some of the things that I haven’t been able to get you, I’m going to buy.” And we bought 
a few sticks of furniture and put them in that little pastorium next to the church. It was as 
close to the church as from here to that wall. You could almost spit at the church and 
spit on the pastorium. And it was that close, a little weather-boarded house there, a little 
white house in Fort Pierce, Florida. And we bought some furniture: a little couch and a 
couple of end tables, as I remember. 

I was so grateful for that first new furniture we’d had. We’d been married a long 
time—the first new furniture that we had. It wasn’t much; it wasn’t expensive furniture, 
but I was grateful for it. And shortly after we bought that furniture and moved into that 
little house, you know the story of how one of our children expired. Our little Phillip died 
on Mother’s Day. That baby died suddenly, what they call a crib death. And that is how 
sometimes children die, and doctors are still trying to figure out all that’s involved in the 
asphyxiation of a child like that. You know, that was a great trauma to Joyce and myself. 

God used it to draw us closer to Himself, I’m sure. But the point I’m trying to tell you 
is this: that I remember coming home from the hospital after having left the body of our 
little baby boy down there at the hospital and come home to tell Joyce that her baby 
was dead. And I remember looking at that furniture. Somehow it just caught my 
attention and I looked at it. And I thought to myself, “That doesn’t even come up to the 
level of junk: it is less than important.” There is no way I can tell you how unimportant it 
was: what I thought was important only a few hours earlier. And Joyce and I made a 
solemn pact that we would never own anything. We hold the title to it; we hold a title to a 
house along with the finance company right now—and whoever it is that holds the 
mortgage. We have some clothes and some furniture and some things like that. But 
those are not ours. They belong to God. And if something happens to them; if He can’t 
take care of it, it’s His fault. I mean, it’s His! I mean, you know, if He wants to mess it up, 
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go right ahead: it belongs to Him!—because we saw in a moment what real wealth is. 
I want to tell you, folks, if you want wisdom, you begin to look at your problem from 

God’s perspective, and you begin to look at time from God’s perspective, and you begin 
to look at wealth and possessions from God’s perspective. I was reading today in my 
study about that church in Smyrna—Revelation chapter 2, verses 8 and 9: “And unto 
the angel of the church in Smyrna write; These things saith the first and the last, which 
was dead, and is alive; I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty,”—but now, 
listen—“(but thou art rich).” (Revelation 2:8–9) Here was a church in Smyrna going 
through suffering, and the world said they were poverty-stricken, but He said, “You’re 
rich!” And then He spoke to a church at Laodicea, and He said in Revelation chapter 3, 
verse 17, to the church at Laodicea, “Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased 
with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and 
poor, and blind, and naked.” (Revelation 3:17) They were living in a prison house of 
prosperity, and didn’t know it. 

Dr. Vance Havner said this: “I’m often amused and amazed at the way we equate 
Christianity with success, popularity, and prosperity. We may not admit it, but we use 
the same old gauge the world uses, except we employ religious language. It would 
appear that gain is godliness with us, in spite of Paul’s formula that godliness plus 
contentment equals great prosperity.” 

Now, as a younger preacher, I used to preach that money doesn’t satisfy. Well, think 
about it: it all depends on what you’re trying to satisfy. I want to tell you now, the more I 
think about it, I think that the problem is not that money doesn’t satisfy; I think the real 
problem is that it does often satisfy. I think that’s the tragedy of it: that people do 
become satisfied with these things. 

H. H. Farmer wrote this: “To Jesus, the terrible thing about having wrong values in 
life and pursuing wrong things is not that you’re doomed to bitter disappointment, but 
that you are not; not that you do not achieve what you want, but that you do.” Now, you 
think about that. The poorest man in the world is the man who is satisfied with money, 
not the man who’s not. 

Warren Wiersbe said this: “Whatever a man attempts to achieve without God, he’s 
destined to fail miserably or succeed even more miserably.” Are you wealthy? I mean, 
have you seen what really counts in life? A wise man does. It’s all a matter of 
perspective what real wealth is. 

IV. Wisdom Sees People from God’s Point of View
Now, the last perspective I want you to have. I’ve talked about a perspective really that 
deals with size: seeing things from God’s point of view. I’ve talked about a perspective 
of time: seeing the present and the future. I’ve talked about a perspective of wealth: 
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seeing what men call wealth and what God calls wealth. Now, last of all, wisdom also 
sees people from God’s point of view. The unwise man cannot see people from God’s 
point of view. 

Let me give you a scripture here—1 Samuel chapter 16 and verse 7. Samuel is 
looking for the next king of Israel. He wants to anoint a king, and Jesse is bringing his 
sons out there, and he brings Eliab out there, and this is what God said to Samuel. First 
Samuel 16, verse 7—Eliab must have been a very handsome and a very tall man, for 
“the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his 
stature; because I have refused him: for the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man 
looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart.” (1 Samuel 
16:7) 

Again, it’s a matter of perspective. Let me ask you—think of the person that you 
admire the most. Think of the person you would most like to be. Now I’ve asked you to 
think of your biggest problem, I’ve asked you to think and to assess your wealth. I’ve 
asked you to think about what’s most important to you right now. Now I’m going to ask 
you to think about the person that you most admire. I mean, if you could be so-and-so, if 
you could trade places with thus-and-such a person, who would it be? Who do you 
admire? Is it a professional athlete, a beauty queen, a wealthy businessman, a well-
known politician? Who do you admire? Is it a soul winner, a prayer warrior, a faithful 
husband, a faithful wife, a good and gentle neighbor? 

I’m afraid that we have a generation that doesn’t have wisdom, because it has the 
wrong heroes. And we don’t see as God sees. We don’t see what’s important. Some 
people are lionized and made celebrities. What right do they have to be a celebrity? 
Well, they were born with a certain set of genes and chromosomes that allows them to 
throw a football with great accuracy; or they have vocal cords that allow them to make a 
sweet note; or they have some sort of a quirk about their personality that makes them 
interesting. Real wisdom sees men as God sees them and sees who are the important 
people. 

And who are the kind of people that we want our children to emulate? John and 
Mary Gasten were missionaries to China. They were a young couple very much in love 
with one another—very bright, very healthy, very charming. They went to a year 
language school and then they went to a province in China. They settled down there in 
China. John was a field evangelist, and he would go off and preach; and while he was 
gone, Mary would stay there and take care of the affairs of the mission. One time when 
John Gasten came back, the doctor said, “Your wife is very sick, and she needs you to 
care for her.” John said, “I’ll not go out on any more field trips.” But Mary said, “John, 
God has called us here and set us in the middle of ten million lost souls, and I will be all 
right. You must go back out and preach.” 
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He went out a second time; and when he came back, the doctor said, “Your wife is 
going to die if you don’t get her in a warmer climate.” He said, “You take your wife and 
let her get well, and then maybe you can come back.” So John and Mary Gasten 
decided to go to where it was warmer. And they got a boat, and they put a canopy over 
that boat, and put her frail body in that boat, and got some Chinese to pull the oars, and 
they started down a beautiful river. Mary Gasten looked at John and said, “John, aren’t 
you glad that God called us, and aren’t you God made us missionaries here in China?” 
And John looked away, because he didn’t want his wife to see the tears in his eyes. And 
he said, “Yes, Darling, I’m very grateful that God called us.” 

A little further, Mary saw a beautiful tree by the river. She said, “John, I’m so tired. 
Do you think we could pull over and rest in the shade of that tree?” He said, “Mary, 
whatever you want.” And that boat glided to the shore. And this man took the frail body 
of his wife wrapped in a blanket and brought her there and put her under the shade of 
that tree. She stayed there and rested awhile, and she knew that she could go no 
further. She said, “John, I’m not going to leave from under this tree. I don’t have the 
strength. John, I’m going to die. But, John, I want you to promise me that you will go 
back and preach the gospel to those ten million lost souls in that province.” Through 
blinding tears, he said, “Mary, I promise.” 

She slumped her head and died. The scene was such that the Chinese felt it was 
too personal and too intimate: they ought not to be there. And they went over a hill and 
left that missionary there under that shade tree with his wife. He went back to the boat 
and got an oar—didn’t have a shovel. And with that oar he dug a grave. He took some 
blankets and some clothes the best he could and prepared her body for the burial. And 
he buried her and covered her up. No one there to say a prayer; no one there to sing a 
hymn; no one there to read any Scripture—just him. He committed her to the Lord. The 
Chinese came back, and they went around and gathered some flowers and put it on her 
grave under that tree. And they went back to the boat, and the Chinese started down 
the river again. He said, “No. No! Not down the river—up the river! Back! Back to the 
province and back to the mission!” 

Now, most people in this world don’t know about John and Mary Gasten. They know 
about Joe Namath. They know about Magic Johnson. They know about Marilyn Monroe. 
They know about Johnny Carson. They know about Mr. Trump. They know about 
Ronald Reagan. I think it’s time our kids knew who real heroes are—who real people 
are. What makes the person? I mean, what is important? 

Conclusion 
You want wisdom: You begin to see things from God’s point of view. You look at your 
problem from God’s point of view. Look at time from God’s point of view. Look at wealth 
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from God’s point of view. Look at people from God’s point of view. See as God sees, 
and live accordingly. You’ll be a wise man; you’ll be a wise woman. 
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Introduction 
ow, open your Bibles this morning to the Old Testament, if you would, and I want 
us to turn to Numbers chapter 13. And when you’ve found it, look up here, and I 

want to ask you a question. How many of you today have all of the patience you need? 
Now, don’t answer out loud. How many of you today have all of the love that you need? 
How many of you have all of the wisdom that you need? How many of you have all of 
the joy that you need? Well, you might say, “Pastor, I can’t lift my hand that I have all 
that I need.” May I tell you, contrariwise, you do? What I’m going to be talking to you 

N
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about today is this: “Possessing your Possessions”—because you may not understand, 
but you do have all of the joy, all of the love, all of the faith, all of the wisdom, all of the 
patience already that you need. 

Years and years ago, I heard a story about a ship. Those on board the ship in the 
ocean had run out of water, and they were afraid that they would perish because only 
salt water was around them, so far as they knew, and they couldn’t drink that. They saw 
another ship in the distance, and they sent a message by communication through flags. 
And the message was to the other ship, “We need water. Do you have any water 
aboard? We need water.” The other ship sent a message back and said, “Let down your 
buckets where you are.” They sent back and said, “No, we need fresh water, or we will 
perish. Do you have water?” The message came back: “Let down your buckets where 
you are.” They finally understood that they were in the mouth of the Amazon River, and 
that fresh water was flowing out and pushing back the salt water, and that there was 
drinking water all around them. What they needed to do was to let down their bucket 
where they were. Now I want to tell you today that you are surrounded by blessings—
blessings that God has already given you. But you need to learn to let down your 
buckets where you are and possess your possessions. 

Numbers chapter 13, verses 30 and 31: “And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, 
and said, Let us go up at once, and possess it; for we are well able to overcome it. But 
the men that went up with him said, We be not able to go up against the people; for they 
are stronger than we” (Numbers 13:30–31). Now here’s the situation. God is bringing 
His children from the land of Egypt and out of the burning desert sands. He wants to 
bring them to a land of milk and honey, corn and wine, figs and pomegranates—the 
land that they call Canaan. And Moses had sent out some spies to spy out the land to 
see what the land was like before the children of Israel went into that land. And ten of 
the spies came back and brought a negative report—said, “We can’t do it. Yes, there’s 
corn and wine, oil, figs, and pomegranates, honey and milk, but we can’t do it. There 
are giants in the land, and we can’t do it.” Now God had already given them the land. 
What they needed to do was to possess their possessions. But in their mind it was 
impossible. 

And so many Christians have therefore settled down to earning a living and wasting 
their life. And many here in this auditorium today, you don’t think that victory is possible 
for you; you don’t think that you could really live with all of the love, joy, peace, wisdom 
that you need. It’s a sermon to you. And you may get the sermon notes, but God help 
you to understand that He wants you to live in victory day by day. God has given 
blessings, but many have unsatisfied lives, because they have never received the 
blessings that God has already given. 
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You say, “Well, pastor, if I had all the wisdom I need, how come I don’t have 
wisdom?” Well, Jesus is made unto you wisdom” (1 Corinthians 1:30). If you don’t have 
the love that you need, how come you don’t have it? Well, the Bible says, “The love of 
God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy [Spirit]” (Romans 5:5). Now what you need 
to do is to understand that Jesus is in you. And if Jesus Christ is in you, all that you 
need is in you. Does that make sense? If Jesus Christ is in you, all that you need is in 
you. And every demand of God upon your life is really a demand upon the Lord Jesus 
Christ who lives in you. And, in Christ, we are complete. The Bible says, in Him, we’re 
complete, needing nothing. Peter says, “[God has already] given to us all things that 
pertain unto life and godliness” (2 Peter 1:3). Now you have it, but you need to possess 
it. 

You say, “That doesn’t make sense.” Well, how many of you have books in your 
library you haven’t read yet? Let me see your hand. All right, whose book is that? Is it 
yours? Yes. Have you possessed it? No. You see, there are blessings that we need to 
possess. 

Now the children of Israel coming out of Egypt and across the desert and into the 
Promised Land, that is a story. But it is more than a story. It is devotional literature, if 
you read it the way God intended for you to read it. Now here’s a verse I want you to put 
in your margin—1 Corinthians 10 and verse 11. And here’s what is says: “Now all these 
things happened unto them for examples [to us]” (1 Corinthians 10:11). You see, we 
could look and see the children of Israel coming out of the wilderness and getting ready 
to cross over Jordan into Canaan. And Paul said, “Now if you’ll study that, that will be an 
example unto you.” 

A. What the Land of Canaan Represented
Now, let me tell you what the land of Canaan represented, and see if that’s what you

want. 
1. Liberty from Oppression
First of all, it represented liberty from oppression. These people had been a nation of

slaves. They’d been slaves in Egypt. And now they could go over into Canaan and have 
freedom. Let me ask you a question. Are you living in freedom today? The Apostle Paul 
says that “sin shall [no longer] have dominion over you” (Romans 6:14). That’s what he 
says in Romans 6, verse 14. Are you the slave of sin? You say, “No, I have victory in 
Jesus.” Is that victory obvious? 

I heard about a battle when a man said to his commander, “I’ve taken a prisoner.” 
His commander said, “Well, bring him with you.” And he said, “Well, he won’t come.” 
And the commander said, “Well then, leave him and you come.” He said, “He won’t let 
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me go!” 
Now that’s the way many Christians are: they talk about victory, but they don’t have 

victory. Victory, represented by Canaan, meant freedom from oppression. 
2. Rest from Wandering
Something else it meant: it meant rest from wandering. They’d been going around in

circles in the desert over the glaring sands. They had no real rest. How many in this 
auditorium have—I mean, absolutely—rest in the Lord Jesus? I’m not talking about 
laziness; not rest from work, but rest in work. Canaan, to them, represented possession 
rather than promise. Now, how many of us have heard sermons on what I’m preaching 
about today, and you’ve read in the Bible about the promises of God, but have you 
really apprehended them? Have you really and truly laid hold upon them? Now you 
believe the promises, but are you truly claiming those promises? 

3. Variety Rather Than Monotony
Canaan represented variety rather than monotony. Now when they were in the

desert, you know what they had to eat? Manna. You know when they had it to eat? 
Manna in the morning, manna in the evening, and manna at suppertime: that’s all they 
had was manna, manna, manna. And they said, “Our souls loath this light bread.” They 
were up to here with manna, and right over the river was milk and honey, oil, figs, 
pomegranates: no longer manna. You trudge to church Sunday after Sunday after 
Sunday. There’s no variety in your life. It’s the “same old same old.” Well, Canaan 
represents variety and vibrancy. 

4. Accomplishment Rather Than Poverty
Again, it represents accomplishment rather than poverty. These people, before they

entered into Canaan, had been going ’round and ’round and ’round and ’round in circles 
in the desert; and, therefore, they had no accomplishment. They were living in poverty. 
They were poor at the same time after forty years. I mean, they’d fought battles, but 
after forty years in the wilderness they had no more land than they had when they first 
started. Are you making progress? Are you claiming your Canaan? 

Now all of this is so important for us, because, remember, I told you that “all these 
things happened unto them for examples [to us]” (1 Corinthians 10:11). Joshua, who 
was leading the children of Israel, is a type—a picture—of Jesus Christ. As a matter of 
fact, Joshua is the Old Testament name for Jesus. Joshua is Hebrew; Jesus is the 
Greek: same name. Joshua stands for the Lord Jesus. And Caleb, that I read to you 
about just a little while ago—Caleb represents you. Caleb was a man who knew how to 
possess his possessions, and he claimed the victories that were already his. 
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I. Caleb’s Challenge
Now, first of all, I want you to see what I’m going to call Caleb’s challenge, because this 
thing of being a Christian and a victorious Christian is a challenge. If you’re looking for a 
cheap way, an easy way, a lazy way to serve God and possess your possessions, 
forget it. Now, let me tell you what the challenge consisted of. 

First of all, there were the rich bounties of Hebron. Hebron was a mountain, and God 
had told Caleb, “I’m going to give you that mountain.” Look, if you will, in Numbers 
chapter 13, verses 22 and following: “And they ascended by the south, and came unto 
Hebron; where Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai, the children of Anak, were.” The Anaks 
were the giants. “(Now Hebron was built seven years before Zoan in Egypt.) And they 
came unto the brook of Eshcol, and cut down from thence a branch with one cluster of 
grapes,”—now, watch this—“one cluster of grapes, and they bare it between two upon a 
staff;”—the grapes were so full, so luxurious, it took two men to bring one cluster of 
grapes out of Canaan—“and they brought of the pomegranates, and of the figs. The 
place was called the brook Eshcol, because of the cluster of grapes which the children 
of Israel cut down from thence. And they returned from searching of the land after forty 
days” (Numbers 13:22–25). I mean, folks, this place was a place of richness. 

Again, corn and wine, figs, pomegranates: all of these things were there. But there 
were difficulties there. And the difficulties were the challenge. Now, let me tell you what 
the difficulties were. I want you to look again in Numbers chapter 13, and begin in verse 
26: “And they went and came to Moses, and to Aaron, and to all the congregation of the 
children of Israel, unto the wilderness of Paran, to Kadesh; and brought back word unto 
them, and unto all the congregation, and shewed them the fruit of the land.” But that’s 
not the whole story. And then look in verse 27: “And they told him, and said…”—that is, 
Moses—“they told him, and said, We came unto the land whither thou sentest us, and 
surely it floweth with milk and honey; and this is the fruit of it. Nevertheless…”—oh, 
friend, do you have a nevertheless in your mind? When I’m preaching this message 
right now, you’re saying, “I hear what the preacher is preaching, but he doesn’t know my 
life.” “Nevertheless,” and then they begin to make excuses—“Nevertheless the people 
be strong that dwell in the land, and the cities are walled, and very great: and moreover 
we saw the children of Anak there. The Amalekites dwell in the land south: and the 
Hitties, and the Jebusites, and the Amorites,”—I expect them to say, “and the 
termites”—“dwell in the mountains: and the Canaanites dwell by the sea, and by the 
coast of Jordan. And Caleb…”—now the ten are saying, “Look, man, it’s impossible. We 
can’t claim this land. It may be a good land, but you don’t know what’s there.” Listen to 
what old Caleb said in verse 30—“And Caleb stilled the people before Moses,”—he 
said, “Everybody get quiet. I have something to say”—“and said, Let us go up at once, 
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and possess it; for we are well able to overcome it. But the men that went up with him 
said, We be not able to go up against the people; for they are stronger than we. And 
they brought an evil report of the land which they had searched unto the children of 
Israel, saying, The land, through we have gone to search it, is a land that eateth up the 
inhabitants thereof; and all the people that we saw in it are men of a great stature. And 
there we saw the giants, the sons of Anak, which come of the giants:”—now, listen to 
this—“and we were in our own sight as grasshoppers, and so were we in their sight” 
(Numbers 13:26–33). 

“Look, Moses, we can’t do this. Look, I mean, this land, there are walled cities there. 
The people are strong there. They’re wicked. They are vicious. And, good night! The 
people were head and shoulders above us. They were giants: so big we felt like we 
were grasshoppers in their sight.” I don’t want to pastor a church full of grasshoppers. 
And many of you, again, just don’t believe that it can be done. Let me tell you what 
Caleb’s challenge was. 

A. The Giants Were Strong in Number
These giants, first of all, they were strong in number. The spies said, “There are

many of them.” 

B. The Giants Were Strong in Size
And not only were they strong in number; they were strong in size. The NBA would

have been glad to have any of them. As a matter of fact, I read about one of these men 
whose name was Og. That’s a good name, isn’t it? Og of Bashan. Og had a bed that 
was fourteen feet long and six feet wide. He was one of these giants—not in the land; 
they’d already met him in the wilderness. 

C. The Giants Were Strong in Position
And the giants were strong in position. They were on the mountaintop.
When you were a boy, did you ever play King of the Mountain? You’d get on a pile of

dirt, and other boys tried to pull you off. You always have the position—the best 
position—if you are at the top. It’s hard to take a city that is on a mountain. 

D. The Giants Were Strong in Defenses
They were strong in defenses. They had walled cities. Now here’s a walled city on a

mountaintop full of giants. 

E. The Giants Were Strong in Determination
And they were strong in their determination. The three giants that are mentioned

here—Sheshai, Ahiman, and Talmai—somebody told me that those three names mean, 
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“who I am,” “what I am,” and “what I can do.” They were strong in determination. 

F. The Giants Were Strong in Arrogance
And they were strong in arrogance. Numbers 13, verse 22: “And they ascended by

the south, and came unto Hebron; where Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai, the children of 
Anak, were” (Numbers 13:22). These were champions. I mean, these were the big 
guys: the leaders of the leaders. And they were so malicious, and so big, and so strong, 
the ten spies who went into the land said, “Hey, we can’t do it.” 

Now you know what the devil wants to tell you today? “Rogers is preaching a 
sermon. And other people may hear it, but it is not for me. There is no way that I’m 
going to live the kind of life he is describing—just no way! I can’t do it. Adrian, you’re a 
preacher. You never have any temptations. You don’t know what it is.” Friend, I want to 
tell you this: If you’ve never met the devil, it’s because you and the devil have been 
going in the same direction. You turn around; and rather then being in collusion with 
him, you’re going to be in collision with him. Every Christian—every mother’s child In 
this place—has a challenge. On the one hand, the land of milk and honey; on the other 
hand, the giants and the walled cities: that was his challenge. 

II. Caleb’s Courage
Now, let’s move to the second thing. I want you to see Caleb’s courage, because if 
there’s anything that you need this morning—and I need—it is courage to believe the 
Word of God. Look again in verses Numbers 13, verse 30: “And Caleb stilled the people 
before Moses, and said, Let us go up at once, and possess it; for we are well able to 
overcome it” (Numbers 13:30). What courage this man had! 

And then, turn the page to Number chapter 14, and look in verses 6 though 9: “And 
Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, which were with them that 
searched the land,”—Joshua went along with Caleb—“[and they] rent their clothes…”—
that is, “they tore their clothes”; and in Bible times, the tearing of the clothes meant 
great sorrow, anger, indignity—“and they rent their clothes: and they spake unto all the 
company of Israel, saying, The land, which we passed through to search it, is an 
exceeding good land. If the LORD delight in us,”—“if the LORD delight in us”—“then he 
will bring us into this land, and give it us; a land which floweth with milk and honey.” 
Now, watch this—verse 9: “Only rebel not ye against the LORD, neither fear ye the 
people of the land; for they are bread for us: their defence is departed from them, and 
the LORD is with us: fear them not” (Numbers 14:6–9). 

A. He Saw from God’s Perspective
Now what Joshua was saying and what Caleb was saying: “Hey, look, don’t be
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afraid. God is with us—God is with us. And we’re not going to be intimidated by these 
giants.” Look, they saw—and I want you to see—they saw everything from God’s 
perspective. If there’s anything we need to do in our lives, it is to see our difficulties in a 
new perspective. 

Now in their perspective—the other ten—they saw those people as giants, and they 
saw themselves as grasshoppers. Now I want to tell you something: from God’s 
perspective, there are no giants and grasshoppers, amen? And if you were in an 
airplane flying at 20,000 feet, and you looked down, could you tell the difference 
between a ten-foot man and a five-foot man? I mean, from God’s viewpoint—from 
God’s viewpoint, from God’s perspective—there were no giants that could not be 
overcome. Do you believe, my precious friend, that your problem is too big for God? Do 
you believe that your temptations, and your doubts, and your fears, and your 
ignorance—do you believe that that’s just too big for God? You need to see it from 
God’s perspective. 

Now those ten went out there. They saw those giants, and they thought they were 
too big to hit. Caleb said, “They’re too big to miss.” Those ten spies were saying, “Look 
how much bigger they are than we are!” And Caleb said, “Look how much smaller they 
are than God is!” I’m praying today that you will get a new perspective; and when you 
get a new perspective, you’re going to have the courage to rise in your heart. 

B. He Saw from God’s Purpose
And then I want you to see not only, he saw from God’s perspective, but he saw

from God’s purpose. Look in Numbers 14, verses 8 and 9: “If the LORD delight in us, 
then he will bring us into this land, and give it us; a land which floweth with milk and 
honey. Only rebel not ye against the LORD, neither fear ye the people of the land; for 
they are bread for us: their defence is departed from them, and the LORD is with us: 
fear them not” (Numbers 14:8–9). 

Now God had given a promise. As a matter of fact, God had given the promise to 
Caleb forty years earlier, and Caleb never forgot it. So he said, “Now these Anakim out 
here, these giants, they’re bread. This thing’s going to be a piece of cake.” What does 
bread do? Bread nourishes you. You say, “Pastor, I have problems.” That’s your 
nourishment; that’s your food. Bread gives you strength. “Eat these Anakim. They’re the 
breakfast of champions.” That’s what God is saying. So if you have a difficulty today, 
don’t run from it. Realize that it will be your spiritual food, if you’ll trust God. 

C. He Saw from God’s Promises
See it from God’s perspective. See it from God’s purpose. And then, see it from

God’s promises. Numbers 14 again, 8 and 9: “If the LORD delight in us” (Numbers 
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14:8). You see, the reason that old Caleb was so bold is he had soaked his soul in the 
Word of God that we sang about today. And the reason that he was able to put the 
sword in his hand is that he had the deed in his pocket. God had already given it to him. 
Now, precious friend, listen to me. God has promised victorious life to you. Does that 
mean anything to you, or is this just going to be a sermon? God—Almighty God—has 
promised you victory. See your problems from God’s perspective. See your problems 
from God’s purpose. See your problems from God’s promise. And go into Canaan, and 
possess your possessions, and learn to live victoriously. 

III. Caleb’s Conquest
Now we only have a few more moments, but I want you to notice Caleb’s conquest. I 
want you to notice what happened to him. And I’m going to fast-forward to Joshua 14, 
verses 5 and following, because we don’t have enough time to read the scripture this 
morning, but you read it. And let me tell you, here’s what caused Caleb to have the 
victory. 

A. Undiminished Faith
First of all, his undiminished faith. Joshua 14, verses 6 and 7: “Then the children of

Judah came unto Joshua in Gilgal: and Caleb the son of Jephunneth the Kenezite said 
unto him, Thou knowest the thing that the LORD said unto Moses the man of God 
concerning me and thee in Kadeshbarnea. Forty years old was I when Moses the 
servant of the LORD sent me from Kadeshbarnea to espy out the land; and I brought 
him word again as it was in mine heart” (Joshua 14:6–7). What Caleb was saying: 
“Look, I’ve got a promise from God.” Caleb was knee-deep in difficulties, but he had a 
bulldog grip on the Word of God. 

B. Wholehearted Obedience
He had undiminished faith. And then, he had wholehearted obedience—

wholehearted obedience. Joshua, chapter 14 and verse 9: “And Moses sware on that 
day, saying, Surely the land whereon thy feet have trodden shall be thine inheritance, 
and thy children’s for ever, because thou hast wholly followed the LORD my God” 
(Joshua 14:9). Look in Joshua chapter 14. We’re going away from Numbers. Joshua 
chapter 14, verse 14: “Hebron therefore became the inheritance of Caleb the son of 
Jephunneh the Kenezite unto this day, because that he wholly”—there it is again—
“followed the LORD God of Israel” (Joshua 14:14). 

And, you know, many of us don’t believe the promises, and many of us don’t 
practice wholehearted obedience. As a matter of fact, there are people in this 
auditorium that could care less about what I’m talking about. You say, “I like my lifestyle 
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just like it is.” Well, I don’t have any message for you. But I’m telling you, friend, if you 
can hear the promise that God has for you, and if you will be wholehearted about 
receiving it, God does business with those that mean business. You need to be 
wholehearted before the Lord. 

Dwight L. Moody was the Billy Graham of his day. And Dwight L. Moody, on his 
second trip to England, heard a preacher out in the field preaching. That preacher’s 
name was Henry Varley. And Varley did not have a big voice, and he was not an 
exciting person; but he was anointed. And here’s what Varley said as Moody was 
listening: “The world has yet to see what God can do with a man, through a man, and in 
a man who is wholly committed to Him.” Dwight L. Moody said, “I determined to be that 
man wholly committed to God.” And God moved upon Moody so much that this man—
this unlettered shoe clerk—took two continents and shook them for God. 

Precious friend, are you willing to believe the promises? Are you willing to wholly 
follow the Lord in obedience? 

C. Supernatural Strength
Now, here’s the third thing I want you to see of his conquest: his supernatural

strength. Joshua chapter 14, verse 11—here’s old Caleb, who said, “As yet I am as 
strong this day as I was in the day that Moses sent me: as my strength was then, even 
so is my strength now, for war, both to go out, and to come in” (Joshua 14:11). Now, 
you see, forty years before, God had given him this promise; and now he’s eighty-five 
years old. And here’s an eighty-five-year-old man applying for a job as a giant-killer. His 
strength was supernatural strength. 

How did he have all of this strength? Well, he knew how to eat his Anakim, how to 
feed upon the bread that he had. “Well,” you say, “Pastor Rogers, that doesn’t apply to 
me. I’m not eighty-five, and I don’t have physical strength. I don’t have the ability to put 
a sword in my hand.” You missed the point. Whatever he needed, God gave him. And 
whatever you need, God will give you. “They that wait upon the LORD shall renew their 
strength” (Isaiah 40:31), day by day by day. I’m telling you that, if you see it from God’s 
perspective—if you see God’s promises, if you see God’s purposes—God will give you 
the power to live the Christian life. 

Conclusion 
Now, how many of you have all of the wisdom you need? Would you lift your hand? 
See, you didn’t understand the sermon. You did not understand the sermon. How many 
of you have all the love that you need? Would you lift your hand? A few more. You’re 
not getting it, folks. God has given you all of this, but you need to possess your 
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possessions. If Jesus Christ is in you, then you have all that you need. But you need to 
believe God, and put your feet upon the promises of God, and claim those promises. 
Second Peter 1, verse 3: “According as his divine power hath given unto us all things 
that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to 
glory and virtue” (2 Peter 1:3). That’s the conquest God wants you to have. 

Aren’t you sick and tired of being a nominal Christian? Don’t you want to be a 
victorious Christian? Don’t you want sermons and doctrine to turn into experience? Or 
are you just going to get the notes and go back out and live the same old life? God has 
given you all that you need. And every giant in the land is like a grasshopper in the sight 
of God. And get rid of your grasshopper complex and begin to lay hold of the promises 
of God that He wants you to have. 
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Introduction 
ell, what is revival? Revival is a restoration where God restores our soul. A revival 
is not evangelism. It may result in evangelism. But viva means, “life”; and so you 

cannot revive something that didn’t first of all have life. We’re praying and asking God 
this fall for a mighty revival in Bellevue Baptist Church. Now we’re knee-deep in 
blessings, and God is blessing the church. But, beloved, we need more. Now, watch 
this video presentation. 

W
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Well, amen. And I hope that’s going to be the prayer of your heart. And the message 
this morning is going to be pointed in that direction also. 

Would you open your Bibles to Numbers chapter 13? Would you do that? When 
you’ve found it, look up here, and I would like to ask you a question. How many—don’t 
lift your hand; it might be embarrassing—but how many in this building have all of the 
patience you need? Well, how many of you today have all of the wisdom you need? 
How many of you have all of the love that you need? “Well,” you say, “pastor, there are 
a lot of things I need but I don’t have right now.” Well, I want to tell you, you do have 
them if you’re saved. You say, “Now, wait a minute. If I do have them, how come I don’t 
have them?” It is because you have not yet possessed your possessions. 

Years ago, I heard a story of a boat in the ocean. They had run out of water, and 
they saw another ship, and they signaled to the other ship and said, “We are out of 
water. We’re going to perish. Do you have any fresh water for us?” The other ship sent 
back a message and said, “Let down your buckets where you are.” They sent back and 
said, “We’re not talking about salt water. We need drinking water, or we will perish. 
Send us some water.” They sent the message back, “Let down your buckets where you 
are.” And they let down their buckets and brought up fresh water when they were in the 
ocean, because they were sailing past the mouth of the mighty Amazon River, and fresh 
water was flowing out for miles into the ocean. 

Now there are some here today who are living unsatisfied lives, and you’re making a 
living, but you’re wasting your life, because you have not yet possessed your 
possessions. God has given you victory. God has given you peace. God has given you 
wisdom. God has given you patience. Not He will give; He has already given it. But you 
need to learn to let down your buckets where you are and turn this promise into a 
reality—a bright and blessed reality—in your life. 

Now, let me give you a scripture here in Numbers chapter 13, verses 30 and 31: 
“And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and said, Let us go up at once, and 
possess it; for we are well able to overcome it. But the men that went up with him said, 
We be not able to go up against the people; for they are stronger than we” (Numbers 
13:30–31). 

Now, what’s all of this about? Well, Caleb was an eighty-five-year-old man who 
applied for a job as a giant-killer right here. Now, what had happened is this: that God 
had promised the children of Israel a land full of corn and wine, oil, figs, pomegranates, 
milk and honey. They called it Canaan. It was the Promised Land. And in order for them 
to take the land, when they were on the other side of Jordan, Joshua sent out some 
spies to spy out the land. He sent out twelve spies, and the twelve spies came back and 
said, “Yes, God did not exaggerate. It is a wonderful land. But we can’t take it. There 
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are giants in the land. There are too many enemies in the land. It just can’t be done.” 
Now, listen. God had already given them the land—He had already given them the 
land—but they needed to possess their possessions. Old Caleb said, “Let us go up at 
once. We are well able to possess it.” 

Now, what does that have to do with us today? Well, 1 Corinthians chapter 10, verse 
11, says of these Old Testament saints—now, listen to this very carefully because it’s a 
key verse—“All these things happened unto them for examples [to us]” (1 Corinthians 
10:11). That is, when we study the Old Testament history of Canaan, and Israel, and 
these battles, and all of this, that is an example to us. So this is not mere history. Folks, 
this is devotional literature. And if you will get what I have to say to you today down in 
your heart, it will radically transform your life, and you will learn to live in victory—you 
will learn to live on the mountaintop—because old Caleb wanted Hebron, and he 
wanted the mountain of Hebron, and he said, “Give me that mountain. It belongs to me.” 

A. What the Promised Land Represents
Now, what does the Promised Land really represent?

1. Liberty from Oppression
Well, first of all, it represents liberty from oppression. You see, these Jews had been

slaves in the land of Egypt. And, in Canaan, they were not to be slaves; they were to be 
free. How many of you today, if you would be honest, would say, “I’m a slave to sin”? 
Yet in Romans chapter 6, God said to the saints, “For sin shall not have dominion over 
you” (Romans 6:14). Is there some besetting sin in your life that’s holding you down? 
You need to get over into Canaan. 

A lot of people talk better than they live. In a battle a soldier told his commanding 
officer, “I have taken a prisoner.” The officer said, “Well, bring him with you.” The soldier 
said, “He won’t come.” “Well,” he said, “then leave him, and you come.” He said, “He 
won’t let me go.” Now, who is taking who? We talk about liberty, but we do not practice 
liberty. 

2. Rest from Wandering
I’ll tell you what else Canaan represents: rest from wandering. These people had

been going around and around and around in the burning, glaring desert sand, and they 
had no real rest. Rest, in the Bible, is not rest from labor, but it is rest in labor. Jesus 
said, “I will give you rest.” How many Christians do you know who are at rest? Most are 
nervous, hyperactive, dyspeptic, upset. They remind me of a man who swallowed a 
whole egg, and he was afraid to move, afraid it might break, afraid to sit still, afraid it 
might hatch. There are people like that. They have no rest in the Lord Jesus. Jesus 
came to give you rest, and the land of Canaan represents rest. 
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3. Possession Rather Than Promise
Also, Canaan represented possession rather than promise. Now they had heard

sermons about Canaan. They’d heard lectures about Canaan. Joshua had told them 
about Canaan, but all they had were sermons about Canaan. Aren’t you tired of just 
coming to church and listening to sermons, and that’s all you do? You hear about 
Canaan. You hear sermons about Canaan. But you say, “I have never once come to the 
place where I could say honesty and earnestly, ‘I am living in victory; I am possessing 
my possession; doctrine has turned into experience.’” 

4. Variety Rather Than Monotony
I’ll tell you what else Canaan represented to them—and it was variety rather than

monotony—variety rather than monotony. You know, up until the time they entered into 
Canaan, they were going around and around and around in circles, and they were not 
getting anywhere. And you know what they had as they ate there in the desert? They 
didn’t have to ask mama, “What’s for supper?” The little boy knew what was for supper. 
He knew what was for lunch. He knew what was for breakfast. All they had to eat was 
manna: manna in the morning, manna in the evening, and manna at suppertime. And 
manna was fine, but it was not meant to be a long-term ration. They were meant to 
come out of the wilderness and into Canaan. In Canaan there were grapes and figs, 
pomegranates. There was milk, and honey, and all of this variety. Are you sick of a 
desert diet? I mean, let me ask you this question, and don’t answer it out loud: Are you 
excited about Jesus? I mean, is it real to you, or is it just the “same old same old”? 

A pastor went to visit a man. He said, “We’ve missed you at church. We want to 
invite you back.” “Well,” he said, “you know, it’s been so rainy. Every Sunday it just rains 
and rains and rains.” But the pastor said, “But it’s dry at church.” He said, “That’s 
another reason.” Dry, monotonous, because you have not possessed your possessions. 

5. Accomplishment Rather Than Poverty
Canaan represents accomplishment rather than poverty. That’s all they had was

manna, manna, manna, and they said, “Our souls loath this light bread.” They were up 
to here with manna. And right over the river was milk and honey, oil, figs, 
pomegranates—no longer manna. You trudge to church Sunday after Sunday after 
Sunday. There’s no variety in your life. It’s the “same old same old.” Well, Canaan 
represents variety and vibrancy. Again, it represents accomplishment rather than 
poverty. You see, they’d been in the wilderness for forty years. They’d had battles, but 
they had no more land conquered then than they had when they first started out. After 
forty years of aimlessness they were still without any possessions. Well, they had 
possessions, but they’d not possessed their possessions. I feel sorry for Moses. He was 
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pastor of the First Baptist Church in the Wilderness. These people had not entered in, 
and they had not possessed their possessions. 

Now, remember, I said, “All these things happened unto them”—the Old Testament 
people going into Canaan—“for examples [to us]” (1 Corinthians 10:11). Now we’re 
going to learn today, because here is a classic example of devotional literature, Joshua, 
who led the children of Israel, represents the Lord Jesus Christ. As a matter of fact, 
Joshua is the Old Testament name for Jesus: Jesus in the New Testament, and Joshua 
in the Old Testament. They’re not the same, but they had the same name. Caleb, the 
eighty-five-year-old man, I’m going to let him represent you. And I want you to see how 
Caleb possessed his possessions, how Caleb learned to be victorious, how Caleb lived 
on the mountaintop. Would you like to get to the top of your mountain? Would you like 
to possess your possessions? Would you like to have a vibrant, victorious life? I say, 
would you? I’m not asking simply about getting a sermon; I’m saying how to turn this 
into reality for you, madam, and you, sir: to live in victory. 

I. Caleb’s Challenge
Now, what was Caleb’s challenge? I want you to think about Caleb’s challenge. First of 
all, on the positive side, there were all of the rich bounties of Hebron. Look in Numbers 
chapter 13, verses 22 and following: “And they ascended by the south, and came unto 
Hebron; where Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai, the children of Anak, were. (Now Hebron 
was built seven years before Zoan in Egypt.) And they came unto the brook Eshcol, and 
cut down from thence a branch with one cluster of grapes, and they bare it between two 
upon a staff;”—you’ve seen pictures of these two Israelites. They’ve got a staff, and in 
between the two of them is this branch with this incredible cluster of grapes on it. And 
they’re bringing it back as a souvenir of what they saw—“and they brought of the 
pomegranates, and of the figs. The place was called the brook Eschol, because of the 
cluster of grapes which the children of Israel cut down from thence. And they returned 
from searching of the land after forty days” (Numbers 13:22–25). 

Now, here are the bounties of Hebron. There were grapes and figs and 
pomegranates, and it was just absolutely wonderful. And God had not exaggerated. And 
it was the land of fruitfulness, and it was a land of fullness. 

Now, that’s on the positive side. What about the negative side? On the negative side 
there were great difficulties. Now when I say that you have all of the faith, all of the 
wisdom, all of the love that you need, I’m not talking to you about passivity. You have to 
claim your Canaan. You have to possess your possessions in order to make them real 
to you, because the devil is going to do all he can do to keep you from your Canaan, to 
keep you from living on the mountaintop, to keep you from having the victory that God 
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wants you to have. 
Now, let’s notice some of these difficulties. Numbers 13, verses 26 and following: 

“And they went and came to Moses, and to Aaron, and to all the congregation of the 
children of Israel, unto the wilderness of Paran, to Kadesh; and brought back word unto 
them, and unto all the congregation, and shewed them the fruit of the land. And they 
told him, and said, We came unto the land whither thou sentest us, and surely it floweth 
with milk and honey; and this is the fruit of it.” Now, look at this next word now. It’s a 
very important word—“Nevertheless…”—now these people went out and said, “Moses, 
it’s just like God said: it’s wonderful! But, nevertheless,” and then they gave a negative 
report—“Nevertheless the people be strong that dwell in the land, and the cities are 
walled, and very great: and moreover we saw the children of Anak there. The 
Amalekites dwell in the land of the south: and the Hittites, and the Jebusites, and the 
Amorites, dwell in the mountains.” I expect them to say “and the termites.” He’s talking 
about all of these Canaanite tribes that are there. And then he says, in verse 30, “And 
Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and said, Let us go up at once, and possess it; 
for we are well able to overcome it. But the men that went up with him said, We be not 
able to go up against the people; for they are stronger than we. And they brought up an 
evil report of the land which they had searched unto the children of Israel, saying, The 
land, through which we have gone to search it, is a land that eateth up the inhabitants 
thereof; and all the people that we saw in it are men of a great stature. And there we 
saw the giants, the sons of Anak, which come of the giants:”—now, here’s an interesting 
verse—“and we were in our own sight as grasshoppers”—“when we saw these giants”: 
many of them were over nine feet tall. I believe Goliath of Gath was over nine feet tall. 
These guys could make it in the NBA, I’ll guarantee you. These were incredibly big men. 
There was a man named Og. He had a bed that was 14 feet long and six feet wide. 
These were big brutes, none of them jolly. All of these giants were there, and these ten 
men who brought back the evil report said, “Hey, when we saw them, we felt like 
grasshoppers.” And notice as it goes on—“and so we were in their sight” (Numbers 
13:26–33). “They looked down on us, and they thought we were grasshoppers.” 

A. The Enemy Was Strong in Number
Now, what was the challenge? First of all, the enemy was strong in number. Now, let

me tell you something. We are a minority, and we will always be a minority. We’re the 
little flock. We’re on the straight and narrow road. What we believe starts at a different 
place, follows a different course, ends at a different conclusion. And God has always 
used a minority. 
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B. The Enemy Was Strong in Size
But not only were they strong in number; they were strong in size. These were

brutes. These were giants. These were heavyweights. 

C. The Enemy Was Strong in Position
And they were strong in position: they lived on the mountaintop.
When you were a boy, did you ever play King of the Mountain? You’d get on top of a

hill of dirt or sand, and other boys try to drag you down. The point is that it’s easier to 
stay on top than it is to drag somebody down. A city on a mountain is a hard city to take. 
And they were ensconced there upon the mountain. 

D. The Enemy Was Strong in Defense
And then, not only that, but they were strong in their defense. They had built a wall

around their city there in Hebron. Now you think of it: here’s a city on the mountaintop 
with a wall built around it, and it’s full of giants. “Joshua, are you crazy? You expect us 
to go up against that?” 

E. The Enemy Was Strong in Determination
And these giants were strong in determination.

F. The Enemy Was Strong in Arrogance
They were strong in arrogance. As a matter of fact, Numbers chapter 13, verse 22,

says, “And they ascended by the south, and came unto Hebron; where Ahiman, 
Sheshai, and Talmai, the children of Anak, were” (Numbers 13:22). I read somewhere 
that these names have meanings. Sheshai means, “who I am.” Ahiman means, “what I 
am,” and Talmai means, “what I can do.” Maybe these guys were given nicknames 
because they were so great: “who I am,” “what I am,” “and what I can do.” 

Now, here’s Caleb. He sees the land is full of promises and wonderful things, but 
there are giants in the land. And the people said, “We’re like grasshoppers in their 
sight.” 

II. Caleb’s Courage
Now, let me tell you what made Caleb the great man that he was. And I pray God, God 
will write this upon your heart, because the qualities that I’m going to show you in 
Caleb’s life are the qualities that you need to choose today. 

A. He Saw from God’s Perspective
First of all, Caleb saw these giants from God’s perspective. Now, do you think that,

when God looks down from heaven, He sees men who are fourteen feet tall, or eight 
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feet tall, or five feet tall, or three feet tall, from heaven? You fly over the earth in an 
airplane. When you get to 10,000 feet, you look down, and you, if you can see anybody 
down there, you can’t tell which ones are the tall ones. Now you need to see from God’s 
perspective. You see, everybody in that day was thinking, “Look how much bigger they 
are than we are!” But Caleb was saying, “Look how much smaller they are than God is!”  

Do you think that your problem is too big for God? Do you think that you will never, 
never ever live in victory, because of the things that you’re up against? You say, “Well, 
pastor, you don’t know what I’m up against. You don’t know the giants in my life. You 
have it easy. You’re just a pastor. You never have temptation.” No, we all know 
temptations. If you’re in the ministry, the devil aims his hottest artillery against the men 
and women who are serving the Lord. It doesn’t make any difference. You can be young 
or old. You can be rich or poor; man, woman, or child. And you, my friend, will have 
giants in your pathway. But they are not bigger than God. Now, say amen. They’re not 
bigger than God in your life. And Caleb saw from God’s perspective. 

B. He Saw from God’s Purpose
And he also saw from God’s purpose. Now God had a purpose in allowing these

giants to be there. What was His purpose? Look in chapter 14, verses 8 and 9. Now, 
here’s what Caleb said: “If the LORD delight in us, then he will bring us into this land, 
and give it unto us; a land which floweth with milk and honey. Only rebel not ye against 
the LORD, neither fear ye the people of the land; for they are bread for us: their defence 
is departed from them, and the LORD is with us: fear them not” (Numbers 14:8–9). 

Now, why did Caleb say they’re bread? He said, “We’re going to eat them up. 
They’re a piece of cake for us. God is with us, and they are bread for us.” Now, what 
does bread do? Bread nourishes you. Bread strengthens you. Bread gives you 
sustenance and energy. Did you know those giants that are in front of you today are 
there to nourish you, and to strengthen you, and to mature you? The Anakim—these 
giants are there—friend, the Anakim are the breakfast of champions. God wants you to 
face these problems, and God wants you to feast on these problems, because you need 
to see it from God’s perspective and from God’s purpose. God wants to grow you. 

C. He Saw from God’s Promises
And you need to see it according God’s promises. God has promised you victory—

God has promised you victory. Look, if you will, in Numbers chapter 14, verses 8 and 9. 
And Caleb said, “If the LORD delight in us, then he will bring us into this land, and give it 
us; a land which floweth with milk and honey. Only rebel not ye against the LORD, 
neither fear ye the people of the land; for they are bread for us” (Numbers 14:8–9). Now 
Caleb knew the promises of God. Caleb had soaked his soul in the Word of God. 
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Remember that I told you earlier today what keeps me going is not how I feel; it is what I 
know. And what I know comes from the Word of God. Caleb was not afraid to have the 
sword in his hand, because he had the title deed in his pocket. He knew that God had 
already given him the land. 

III. Caleb’s Conquest
Now, let’s move to the third thing and think about Caleb’s conquest. And I could give 
you a lot of scripture here, and you might put in your margin Joshua 14, verses 6 though 
14 (Joshua 14:6–14), but I want to pass by that, because we’re coming to the end of the 
message. But I want to give you three qualities that were in Caleb’s life that enabled him 
to have victory. And I pray God they’ll be in Adrian’s life, and I pray God they’ll be in 
your life. 

A. Undiminished Faith
First of all, undiminished faith—undiminished faith. Look in Joshua 14, verses 6 and

7: “Then the children of Judah came unto Joshua in Gilgal: and Caleb the son of 
Jephunneth the Kenezite said unto him, Thou knowest the thing that the LORD said 
unto Moses the man of God concerning me and thee in Kadeshbarnea.” Now that would 
have been forty years earlier. “Forty years old was I when Moses the servant of the 
LORD sent me from Kadeshbarnea to espy out the land; and I brought him word again 
as it was in mine heart” (Joshua 14:6–7). Now it had been a long time: forty years since 
he heard the promise. But the promise had not diminished with the passage of time. 

Now, you know what some of us do? We read this book, and we think that it’s sort of 
an old-fashioned book, that those people who lived back in Bible times, that they 
breathed a different air, and that’s for those folks back there. Friend, the Word of God is 
as true today as it was in the days of Joshua and Caleb. Do you believe that? He had 
an undiminished faith. I hear so many of us read the Bible, and oh, we say, “Oh, what a 
lovely promise! Oh, what a sweet promise! Oh, isn’t that a good one? Let’s put that one 
on the refrigerator.” But they never claim it. 

One man said to his wife, “Why do you call it shopping? You never buy anything.” 
She said, “Why do you call it fishing? You never catch anything.” People just sort of 
window shop through the Bible. 

Caleb got a bulldog grip on the promises of God, and for forty years he was 
believing what God had said. Are you willing to believe the Word of God today? Now the 
problem is you’ll get a sermon, but if you don’t get a truth, you’re going to miss the 
whole thing. The sermon may be based in truth, but it has to be truth to you. 
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B. Wholehearted Obedience
Now, number two: not only his undiminished faith, but his wholehearted obedience.

Now Caleb didn’t go into Canaan in a rocking chair. If you’re looking for a cheap way, 
an easy way, a lazy way, forget it. Look, if you will, in Joshua 14, verses 8 through 9: 
“Nevertheless my brethren that went up with me made the heart of the people melt:”—
these were the people who shed fear, who said, “It can’t be done”—“but I”—now, listen 
to this word—“wholly followed the LORD my God. And Moses sware on that day, 
saying, Surely the land whereon thy feet have trodden shall be thine inheritance, and 
thy children’s for ever, because”—here it is again—“thou hast wholly followed the LORD 
my God” (Joshua 14:8–9). And in Joshua chapter 14, verse 14: “Hebron therefore 
became the inheritance of Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenezite unto this day, 
because that he wholly followed the LORD God of Israel” (Joshua 14:14). 

Now, look. It doesn’t take much of a man to be a Christian, but it takes all there is of 
him. Are you sold out? Are you sold out? Have you said, “Oh, God, I want to follow you. 
I want to follow you, dear Lord, with wholehearted obedience”? Now, folks, God does 
business with those that mean business. Many of you are not even interested in what 
I’m saying today, because you’re so satisfied in your carnal life you couldn’t care less 
about what I’m saying, and you’re not going to wholeheartedly follow God. Oh, if a few 
blessings will trickle down on you, that’s fine. But listen. Do you want the best that God 
has for you? Are you tired of living in the wilderness? Wouldn’t you like to cross 
Canaan? Are you tired of the monotony and the defeat? Wouldn’t you like to live the 
Christian life? Then get wholehearted about it. 

Dwight L. Moody was the Billy Graham of his day many years ago. Dwight L. Moody 
had already been preaching. He was a shoe clerk, uneducated, who came to Christ, 
and God used him mightily. But he went to England, and he heard a man preaching in 
an open field. His name—the man’s name—was Henry Varley. And he wasn’t an 
impressive speaker, but he was anointed of God. And here’s what Henry Varley said as 
Moody was listening: “The world has yet to see what God can do in, with, and through a 
man who is wholly committed to Him.” Moody said, “I will be that man.” 

I hope that’s what you’ll say this morning, young lady: “I’ll be that person”; young 
man: “I’ll be that man.” Some of you who have gotten up to be sixty, seventy, eighty 
years old, you think that you’re supposed to go to the rocking chair? You’re not! You’re 
supposed to climb the mountain. God has a plan for you, but you have with every inch, 
every ounce, every nerve, every sinew in your body to say, “I’ll wholly follow the Lord.” 
You have an undiminished faith. Friend, you have a wholehearted obedience to our 
Lord. The victory is not for the faint-hearted; the victory is for the wholehearted. 
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C. Supernatural Strength
Now, thirdly, not only did he have an undiminished faith, and a wholehearted

obedience, but, friend, he had supernatural strength. Look at Joshua chapter 14 this 
time. We’re leaving Numbers. And here’s what Caleb said when he asked for the land of 
the mountain of Hebron: “As yet I am as strong this day as I was in the day that Moses 
sent me: as my strength was then, even so is my strength now, for war, both to go out, 
and to come in” (Joshua 14:11). By this time, he was eighty-five years of age. He said, 
“Let me go. Give me a sword. I can take that land. I am not a weakling. My strength has 
not been diminished.” 

You might say, “Well, pastor, the first two things you said maybe I can do—have 
faith; number two: obey—but this man had supernatural strength.” That’s right. You got 
the point. Now, listen to me. This Christian life is a matter of God’s strength in you. Don’t 
think that Caleb was there because of bulging biceps and that he’d been taking special 
vitamins. God knew that Caleb had a responsibility, and God gave him the strength to 
meet that responsibility. Now you’re not going to literally take the sword and go up a 
mountain, but you’re going to work tomorrow; you’re going to school tomorrow; you’ve 
got to cook breakfast in the morning; you’ve got to get the kids ready for school this fall. 
You say, “I don’t have what it takes.” God has what it takes. Behind every command of 
God is the omnipotent power of God to carry out that command. And the God who gave 
this man strength so long ago will give you strength. 

Folks, are you listening? Do you understand that God has already given you 
everything that you need? But you must have faith. You must have obedience. You 
must be strong in the Lord with supernatural strength. Isaiah chapter 40 says, “The 
youths shall faint… But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength” (Isaiah 
40:30–31). 

Conclusion 
Now, are you ready? “Well,” you say, “pastor, I enjoyed hearing that sermon.” That’s not 
what I’m asking. Are you ready to cross over Jordan? Are you ready to enter into 
Canaan? Are you ready to get out of monotony into victory? Are you ready to put your 
feet on the promises of God and say, “That one is mine”—“that one is mine?” Because 
God told the children of Israel—listen to me—“Every place that the sole of your foot 
shall step on, I’ve already given you” (Joshua 1:3). He didn’t say, “Step on it, and I’ll 
give it to you.” He said, “I’ve given it to you; now step on it.” 

Now, listen. I want to ask you a question again. Listen carefully. How many of you 
have all of the patience, all of the peace, all of the wisdom, all of the spiritual strength 
you need? Let me see your hand. God, help me to be a better preacher. You did not get 
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it. Listen to me. God has given these things to you. They’re your possessions. They’re 
your right in the Lord Jesus Christ, and you need to possess your possessions. God has 
made provision for you to live a victorious life. The next time you need love, don’t say, 
“God, give me love.” You say, “Thy love, Lord.” The next time you need wisdom, don’t 
say, “God, give me wisdom.” Say, “Thy wisdom, Lord.” Peter says God has “given unto 
us all things that pertain unto life and godliness” (2 Peter 1:3). He’s already given it to 
you. Let down your buckets where you are. Realize that victory is possible for you today 
in the twenty-first century, in Memphis, Tennessee. It is victory for you: young or old, 
rich or poor. Let down your buckets where you are, and possess your possessions, 
because God has given them to you. 
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Introduction 
Tonight, I want to speak to you on “The Ecology of the Soul.” You know, we hear a lot 
about ecology, and, “Ashes to ashes and dust to dust; if cigarettes don’t get you, fallout 
must.” We’re just living in a contaminated age. Everybody is interested in cleaning up 
the environment. But we ought to be more interested in the ecology of the soul. The 
worst pollution is the pollution of the soul. And with that in mind, I want us to study a 
beautiful chapter that is rich in Old Testament typology: the nineteenth chapter of the 
book of Numbers. So turn, please, to Numbers chapter 19. Please be bringing your 
Bibles on Wednesday night. It will be much harder for you to understand the message 
I’m preaching tonight if you don’t have a Bible in your hand. So you’ll have to listen all 
the more. If you can look over on your neighbor’s Bible like you used to look over on 
your neighbor’s paper when you were in school, do that. And pay attention and read the 
Word of God tonight as we share it. 

Now, the nineteenth chapter of Numbers that deals with the ecology of the soul is an 
unusual chapter in the Bible. At least fifteen times we read the word unclean: unclean, 
unclean, unclean, unclean, unclean. But He’s not dealing with physical defilement; He’s 
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dealing with spiritual defilement—the defilement of the soul. Now, God is saying in the 
nineteenth chapter, as we’re going to see in a moment, that if anybody touches a dead 
body, or a bone, or comes into a room where a dead body was, this person was defiled; 
he was unclean; and he needed to be made ceremonially clean, according to the Old 
Testament law of the Jews. 

Now, God was doing more than simply teaching them to practice hygiene. There 
was a spiritual and a moral lesson there. You see, sin and death are inseparably linked 
together. Sin causes death, and therefore death is a constant manifestation and a 
constant reminder of the fact of sin. It is the visible sign of sin. And so, when God was 
saying in this nineteenth chapter of the book of Numbers, “Don’t touch a dead body lest 
you become defiled,” He was doing more, I say, than teaching a lesson on hygiene and 
physical ecology. He was using this as a great object lesson. And that will be perfectly 
clear to you before we finish: a great object lesson against the worst defilement—the 
defilement of the soul. And so we’re thinking again about the ecology of the soul. 

Now, there are three things I want you to see with me in the nineteenth chapter of 
Numbers: first of all, I want you to see the causes of soul pollution; and then, secondly, 
the consequences of soul pollution; and then, thirdly, the cleansing of soul pollution: 
how to have your soul cleaned. We’re interested, you know, in the cleanliness of our 
bodies, but we don’t seem to be interested much in the cleanliness of our souls. 

I. The Causes of Soul Pollution
All right, now, what are the causes of soul pollution? Now, remember, God is saying in 
this chapter, if you come in contact with a dead thing, touch it or come in the general 
vicinity of it, you’ll be polluted. And so I want to mention here under the caption, the 
causes of soul pollution—three causes. 

A. Deliberate Acts of Sin
First of all, I want you to notice in verse 11 what I call deliberate acts of sin. Chapter

19 of Numbers, verse 11: “He that toucheth the dead body of any man shall be unclean 
seven days.” (Numbers 19:11) Now, here’s a person. He sees a dead body. He walks 
up and lays his hand on it. God says, “You’re unclean.” This is a deliberate act. He 
knows what he’s doing. He just simply touches it, and he is unclean. This is a picture of 
Christians going into sin with their eyes wide open. 

Can you be saved and sin? I hate to admit it, but it’s true. And you know it by 
experience, don’t you? But not only can you be saved and lapse into sin; but did you 
know you can be saved and so backslidden that you can walk into sin with your eyes 
wide open? Did you know that some of you who are doing things, some of you tonight 
who have things in your lives—things that you know are wrong—you sin with your eyes 
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wide open, and this is a terrible kind of sin? 
David prayed, “Keep back thy servant…from presumptuous sins.” (Psalm 19:13) If a 

Christian continues to sin with his eyes wide open—knowing what he’s doing, 
deliberately touching that which God has called unclean—if he continues to do this, it 
may cause his death. The Bible says, “There is a sin unto death.” (1 John 5:16) 
Sometimes God has to so severely judge a Christian who sins knowingly, willingly, 
deliberately; a person who is saved—it’s possible for him to do it, but it is not possible 
for him to continue to do it without finding the severe judgment of God—and God’s 
judgment will get more and more and more severe. 

Now, let’s come to the New Testament interpretation of this. Notice in chapter 19, 
verse 11, He talks about touching an unclean thing. Look in 2 Corinthians chapter 6 for 
a moment and get the New Testament application. And I know that some of you will 
think to begin with that I’m trying to force this scripture tonight, and I’m trying to make it 
say something that it doesn’t really say; but by the time we’re finished tonight, you’ll be 
in perfect agreement, I believe. Look here in chapter 6 of 2 Corinthians, beginning in 
verse 14. God’s Word says, “Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for 
what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness?”—if you’re a Christian, you 
don’t have any business running with the people of the world—“what fellowship hath 
righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion has light with darkness?”—
we’re children of light; the world is in darkness—“and what concord hath Christ with 
Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? and what agreement hath the 
temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will 
dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.” 
Now, notice the wherefore. As I’ve said before, when you find a wherefore, find out what 
it’s there for. “Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the 
Lord, and touch not the unclean thing.” (2 Corinthians 6:14–17) This is God’s own 
commentary on Numbers chapter 19. God is saying that the dead things of this world 
are to be off bounds to those of us who have new life in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

And so, the first cause of soul pollution is deliberate acts of sin—acts that we do 
deliberately, knowingly. It’s a dangerous thing. And if anybody here is sinning with his 
eyes wide open, let me warn you about something: Either you’re headed for the 
woodshed, or you’re headed for hell; either you’re lost, or else God is going to chastise 
you. You cannot—you cannot—deliberately sin and get by with it as a Christian. 

B. Deceiving Accidents of Sin
But now, let me give you another cause of the defilement of the soul: not only

deliberate acts of sin; but, secondly, defiling associations of sin. Notice Numbers 
chapter 19, verses 14 and 15 now. God gives another incident: “This is the law, when a 

Copyright ©2022 Love Worth Finding Ministries, Inc. | Used by permission from the Rogers Family Trust. | www.LWF.org/ARLC 
67



man dieth in a tent: all who come into the tent, and all that is in the tent, shall be 
unclean seven days. And every open vessel, which hath no covering bound upon it, is 
unclean.” (Numbers 19:14–15) God says that when a person dies in a dwelling, the very 
atmosphere—now this is Old Testimony ceremony—the very atmosphere was charged 
with defilement. Even an open pot would be defiled. And if you were to go into this 
place, then there’s a sense in which you would be defiled—Old Testament ceremonial 
law. 

Now, again, I want to say, God is not talking about hygiene. There is a spiritual 
lesson here, because not only can we be defiled by deliberate acts, but we can also 
have defiling associations: deliberate acts, and defiling associations. You can just be in 
the company of sin and get defiled. You know we live in a world, a strange world. You 
can’t even drive down the street without seeing some lurid advertisement. You can’t 
even turn on your radio without hearing something obscene. It’s terrible. You can’t even 
watch television without having somebody come in and blurt something out or say 
something or do something. The advertisements, the jokes, the newspapers, the books, 
the conversation of this world—all of them—make their mark upon us. And I don’t care 
who you are: you’re not so clean, you’re not so holy, that you can go in and out among 
the sons of men without being contaminated by the contagion of sin in your 
subconscious, in your psyche, in your minds—deliberate acts, defiling associations. 
God says, “You just come into a place where there is a dead body: you’re unclean.” 

C. Deceiving Accidents of Sin
Now, the third type of soul pollution: not only deliberate acts, and defiling

associations, but deceiving accidents of sin. Notice in verse 16: “And whosoever 
toucheth one that is slain with a sword in the open fields, or a dead body, or a bone of a 
man, or a grave, shall be unclean seven days.” (Numbers 19:16) Now it certainly 
doesn’t make you physically unclean to walk on a grave. What’s God talking about? 
God is teaching a lesson. Remember now that death and sin are inseparably linked 
together—“the wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23)—and through sin death entered 
into the world. 

Now, what’s He talking about? Here’s the accidental acts of sin—the deceiving 
accidents of sin. Here’s a man walking through a field. Somebody, some soldier, has 
been slain in battle, and he just stumbles over that person: he’s defiled. 

Did you ever stumble into sin? Did you ever mean to tell the truth, but somebody 
asked you a question so quick that you didn’t have time to think about it, and you told a 
lie—didn’t really mean to; you just kind of stumbled into it? Well, I guess the lie had to 
be in us before it came out, didn’t it? Did you ever burn your hand and say something 
you wish you hadn’t said? Did somebody cut you off on the freeway and you lost your 
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temper? You’re just more or less going through the field of life, and you stumble on an 
unclean thing: it’s still sin. Or perhaps there’s a little sin. The Bible here in verse 16 
mentions a bone. You don’t have to touch a whole dead man. We say, “Well, I did lose 
my temper, but that’s such a little thing.” It may be just a bone, but God says you’re 
unclean. 

You see, not only the accidental sins, but the small sins, and then the concealed 
sins. Here’s a person walking along, and he walks over a grass-covered grave. Perhaps 
he doesn’t even know that beneath there lies a buried person. And God says he’s 
defiled. I wonder how many times today Adrian Rogers sinned and didn’t even know it? 
I wonder how many times I sinned ignorantly? You know, this is the reason the psalmist 
said when he prayed—after he confessed all of his sins, he said, “Now, search me, O 
God, and see if there be some wicked way in me.” (Psalm 139:23–24) That is, Lord, I’ve 
searched myself, but I don’t just simply judge myself; I want you to judge me. And you 
know, we ought to do that, shouldn’t we? Every time we pray, when we finish praying 
and we’ve confessed every sin we know of, then we ought to ask God to throw the 
white-hot light of His searchlight upon our hearts. 

There are three kinds of sins that pollute us: the deliberate acts, the defiling 
associations, and the deceiving accidents of sin. Either you just simply touch a dead 
person, come into the surroundings of a dead person, or perhaps accidentally stumble 
upon one or walk over a grave. I want to make it perfectly clear again: God is not talking 
about this age. This was Old Testament ceremony in the Old Testament. You can’t 
defile yourself this way in this age, and He’s not talking purely about physical hygiene. 
God is teaching the Old-Testament Jew a ceremonial lesson that has a real application 
for us in this day and this age. He is talking about soul pollution: the ecology of the soul, 
being unclean ceremonially. Remember that the dead person is simply an illustration of 
sin, because death and sin are inseparably linked together. Do you understand that? 
Have you got that? 

II. The Consequences of Soul Pollution
All right now, the second thing I want you to notice is not only the thing that causes soul 
pollution, but the consequences of soul pollution. When we sin deliberately, or when we 
sin by association, or when we sin by accident, there are still certain consequences that 
happen. Look in this same chapter, in the twentieth verse, and you’ll see what the 
consequences are: “But the man that shall be unclean, and shall not purify himself, that 
soul shall be cut off from among the congregation.” (Numbers 19:20) 

A. A Loss of Fellowship with Men
Now, the first thing that sin does: It causes the loss of fellowship with men; we’re cut
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off from the congregation. You see, sin drives a wedge between brother and brother. 
This is really why I say the devil had rather start a church fuss than sell a barrel of 
whiskey any day. It is sin that causes division. When a person is unclean, he’s cut off. 
He doesn’t have fellowship. You know, when there’s revival—real revival—when people 
are right with God, they’re so close to one another; it’s so sweet. But when there is no 
revival—I mean, when the tide is high, but when there is no revival and the tide goes 
down—every little shrimp has a puddle of its own; we’re just off by ourselves in this 
corner, in that corner, cut off. Is there somebody you can’t get along with? I mean, 
anybody who’s called a brother, a Christian, and yet you don’t get along with him? Well, 
if that’s true, there’s sin. Somebody has sinned: you’ve sinned, or they’ve sinned. 

B. A Loss of Freedom with God
What are the consequences of soul pollution? First of all, there’s the loss of

fellowship with men. Secondly, there’s the loss of freedom with God. Look in verse 20 
again: “But the man who shall be unclean, and shall not purify himself, that soul shall be 
cut off from among the congregation, because he hath defiled the sanctuary of the 
LORD.” (Numbers 19:20) He’s not right with man, because he’s not right with God. And 
when he comes to church with unconfessed and unrepented-of sin in his life, and he 
doesn’t do anything about it, the Bible says not only is he cut off from the congregation, 
but he defiles the sanctuary. Boy, that’s something fearful to think about! There’s the 
loss of fellowship with man and the loss of freedom with God. When he prays, his 
prayers don’t get any higher than the light bulb. 

Have you been handling dead things? Have you been touching unclean things? 
Have your feet been walking in places they ought not? Have you been in the wrong kind 
of an atmosphere and not gotten your heart right and then you come to the prayer 
meeting on Wednesday night? It’s all right to be here if you get right with God by 
coming. But if you come in and out of the sanctuary Sunday after Sunday after Sunday 
and don’t get right with God, you defile the place by coming. I’m talking not to the 
unsaved: they’re welcome. I’m talking to the Christian. I tell you what: If I were a 
Christian and didn’t intend to get right with God, I’d get out. I’d get right or get out. I 
wouldn’t want to be of Benedict Arnold. I wouldn’t want to be an Achan. I wouldn’t want 
to be guilty of sin in the camp that defiled the sanctuary of the Lord. God will be more 
severe with His own people in this realm than He will be with an unsaved person. The 
Bible says, “Judgment first begins at the house of God.” (1 Peter 4:17) Unsaved person 
here, we want you to come until you get saved. 

But, oh, what about a person who’s supposed to be saved, and he knows the Lord; 
he’s been bought with the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, and there’s unconfessed sin 
in his life? Friend, you’re going to lose your fellowship with man, you’re going to lose 
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your freedom with God, and then you’re going to lose your fruitfulness in service. I want 
you to notice the third thing here that happens to people with soul ecology problems. 
Notice verse 22: “And whatsoever the unclean person toucheth shall be unclean; and 
the soul that toucheth it shall be unclean until even.” (Numbers 19:22) You see, when a 
man has soul pollution, he pollutes everything he touches. 

Do you remember a while back on Sunday when I preached on the subject of sin 
and I said, “The plowing of the wicked is sin”? (Proverbs 21:4) Do remember that? The 
plowing of a wicked man is sin. Why? Because an unsaved man pollutes everything he 
touches. The same principle is true to a Christian who is not right with God. He goes out 
to do soul winning: he does more harm than good. He turns people off rather than 
turning people on. He gets up to teach a Sunday school class, and not only is he not 
used, but he is polluting the classroom. He gets up to sing a song before the preacher 
preaches, and not only does he not help, but he makes it harder to preach. He gives a 
testimony, and rather than bringing light, it brings death. The Bible says, “Be ye clean, 
that bear the vessels of the LORD.” (Isaiah 52:11) 

C. A Loss of Fruitfulness in Service
Isn’t it terrible for a soul to be polluted? And he’s cut off from the congregation:

there’s the loss of fellowship with man. He defiles the sanctuary: there’s the loss of 
freedom with God. And he pollutes what he touches: there’s a loss of fruitfulness in his 
service. That’s what sin does in the life of the Christian. If you could understand this, 
you say, “Well, it’s only a little sin: I just touched a bone.” God says, “You’re unclean.” 
You need to be clean, clean, clean! God is a holy God, and He wants us to be clean; He 
wants us to be pure. So often our preaching and our teaching and our singing are 
lifeless and cold, for the Bible says, “Whatsoever the unclean person toucheth shall be 
unclean.” (Numbers 19:22) 

III. The Cleansing of Soul Pollution
All right now, thirdly, we’ve noticed the causes of pollution: deliberate acts, deceiving 
accidents, and defiling associations. And we have noticed the consequences: loss of 
fellowship with man, loss of freedom with God, and loss of fruitfulness in service. Now, 
let’s notice the cleansing. What can be done for those of us who have come in contact 
with that which pollutes us? Well, in the Old Testament, God gave us a picture of the 
New Testament remedy. Notice here in chapter 19, verses 1 through 6: “And the LORD 
spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying, This is the ordinance of the law which the 
LORD hath commanded, saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, that they bring thee 
a red heifer…”—kids, that means a cow, a red cow; a female cow, I believe—“a red 
heifer without spot, wherein is no blemish, and upon which never came yoke: and ye 
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shall give her unto Eleazar the priest, that he may bring her forth without the camp, and 
one shall slay her before his face:”—that is, before the priest’s face—“and Eleazar the 
priest shall take of her blood with his finger, and sprinkle of her blood directly before the 
tabernacle of the congregation seven times: and one shall burn the heifer in his sight; 
her skin, and her flesh, and her blood, with her dung, shall he burn: and the priest shall 
take cedar wood, and hyssop, and scarlet, and cast it into the midst of the burning of the 
heifer.” (Numbers 19:1–6) 

Now, what on earth does that talk about? That’s a picture of Jesus—believe it or 
not—who is the cleansing for the pollution that we find in this world. Are you certain, 
Brother Rogers, it’s a picture of Jesus? Absolutely certain, beyond a shadow of any 
doubt, I know this is a picture of the Lord Jesus Christ tucked away in the Old 
Testament. Remember, all the Bible is about Jesus. If you read the Bible, and you don’t 
see the message of Jesus, reread it. Standing somewhere in the shadows, you’ll find 
Jesus. Jesus said, “Search the Scriptures, for they testify of me.” (John 5:39) On the 
road to Emmaus after His resurrection, He walked with those two disciples, and the 
Bible says, “He showed them in all the scriptures the things concerning Himself,” not all 
the things in the Scriptures, but in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself. 
(Luke 24:27) He said, “Moses wrote of me.” (John 5:46) He said, “Abraham rejoiced to 
see my day and was glad.” (John 8:56) All of the Bible is about Jesus. The Old 
Testament says somebody is coming. The Gospels say somebody has come. The 
Epistles say somebody is coming again. The whole Bible is about Jesus. And this red 
heifer, this sacrificial animal, is a picture of Jesus, who is God’s cleansing for your 
pollution. 

A. The Cleansing Agent Must Be Acceptable to God
There are several things I want you to notice therefore. First of all, the cleansing

agent must be acceptable to God. This one was. Why? In the first place, verse 2 tells us 
that it was without spot or blemish. (Numbers 19:2) This is a picture of the virgin birth of 
the Lord Jesus Christ and His sinless life. Without spot or blemish was Jesus. Nobody 
else could say he was without spot or blemish in this world, “for all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God.” (Romans 3:23) Verse 2 says that this heifer must be 
one “upon which never came a yoke.” (Numbers 19:2) That, kids, was something that 
the animal wore around its neck to pull a cart or pull a plow, and would oftentimes cause 
a scar or welt around the neck. This animal could not be blemished in any way. No 
scars of sin upon the Lord Jesus Christ: not one blemish, not one imperfection, was 
found in the Lord Jesus Christ. He was not scarred by the yoke of sin. He could say, 
“Which of you convinceth me of sin?” (John 8:46) “Who can find any fault in me?” 

All right, and notice as we go on that this animal, representing the perfection of our 

Copyright ©2022 Love Worth Finding Ministries, Inc. | Used by permission from the Rogers Family Trust. | www.LWF.org/ARLC 
72



Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, was taken outside the gate and put to death. The Bible 
says, “Christ suffered outside the gate.” Notice verse 3: “And ye shall give her unto 
Eleazar the priest, that he may bring her forth without the camp, and one shall slay her.” 
(Numbers 19:3) Christ died for our sins, according to the Scripture, “outside the gate”: 
it’s a picture of the Lord Jesus Christ. And verse 5 says, “And one shall burn the heifer 
in his sight; her skin, and her flesh, and her blood, with her dung, shall he burn,” 
(Numbers 19:5) and this pictures the fires of God’s wrath falling upon sin. 

God can never let sin get by. Sin must be paid for—every ounce of sin, every iota of 
sin, every scintilla of sin, every smallest measurement of sin. God never overlooks sin. 
God lets His wrath fall upon sin. All sin must suffer the wrath of God—even your sin. 
The only question is whether you’re going to let Jesus suffer that wrath for you or 
whether you’re going to suffer it yourself. That’s the only question. All sin must suffer the 
wrath of God. God never lets sin go without His judgment of fire. The fire fell at Calvary 
that it might not have to fall on you, if you’d just go to Calvary and stand there. 

All right, this is a picture of the Lord Jesus Christ, and therefore notice in verse 4: 
“And Eleazar the priest shall take of her blood with his finger, and sprinkle of her blood 
directly before the tabernacle of the congregation seven times.” (Numbers 19:4) Seven 
is the perfect number, and God is saying when he sprinkled the blood seven times, “’Tis 
done, ’tis done, the great transaction, done. It’s perfect.” Without the blood of Jesus, 
nothing else can be done. With the blood of Jesus, nothing more need be done—for the 
blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, cleanses us from all sin. (1 John 1:7) 

B. The Cleansing Agent Must Be Accessible to Man
Now, the first thing we said about the cleansing agent: It must be acceptable to

God—verses 1 through 5. The second thing that I want you to notice: Not only must it 
be acceptable to God, but it also must be accessible to man. Man must somehow be 
able to get hold of it; somehow, he must be able to apply it. And so, notice in verse 9—
and the Bible says, “And a man that is clean shall gather up the ashes of the heifer, and 
lay them up without the camp in a clean place, and it shall be kept for the congregation 
of the children of Israel for a water of separation: it is a purification for sin.” (Numbers 
19:9) God says, “You take these ashes as a memorial to the fact that this heifer was 
burned, that it suffered wrath; take it out in a clean place, and put it there as a memorial 
that this is what God has done, that you might be clean.” 

And I want to tell you the Savior now in a crucified, resurrected body is in a clean 
place in the glory there as a memorial, there ever living to make intercession, ever 
applying His precious blood, ever accessible to us through prayer—the Lord is there in 
the glory. And I thank God for Him, for the Bible says in 1 John 1:7, “The blood of Jesus 
Christ [God’s] Son cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 1:7)—and it literally means in the 
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Greek “keeps on cleansing”; it keeps on cleansing. Daily, daily, daily I sin; daily, daily, 
daily I fail; but I come to my High Priest, the Lord Jesus, and I say, “Lord, I’ve sinned. 
Make your blood real to me today. Apply the blood today.” “If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (1 
John 1:9) I tell you, that’s so great! 

C. The Cleansing Agent Must Be Applicable by Faith
But let me say one last thing: Not only must it be acceptable to God; not only must it

be assessable to man; but it must, thirdly, be applicable by faith. Notice in verses 17 
and 18 of this same chapter—17 and 18 of Numbers chapter 19: “And for an unclean 
person they shall take of the ashes of the burnt heifer of purification for sin, and running 
water shall be put there into in a vessel.” 

Now, notice that the ashes are mixed with running water. Do you know what running 
water is a symbol of in the Bible? The Word of God—the Word of God. The Bible 
speaks of “the washing of water by the word.” (Ephesians 5:26) God’s Word is like the 
rain that cometh down from heaven. (Isaiah 55:10–11) Over and over and over again 
the Bible speaks of the Word of God. And I want you to see how the blood is applied. 
The blood is applied through the Word—through the Word! Notice in verse 18: “And a 
clean person shall take hyssop, and dip it in the water, and sprinkle it upon the tent, and 
upon all the vessels, and upon the persons who were there, and upon him that touched 
a bone, or one slain, or one dead, or a grave.” (Numbers 19:18) Hyssop, I believe, is a 
type or a picture of faith that applies the water and the blood. 

Listen: When you take faith, and the Word, and the blood, and apply it to any 
defilement, then, my dear sweet friend, you become white, much whiter than snow. You 
say, “Brother Rogers, that’s interesting, but sometimes it bothers me how preachers go 
into the Old Testament and find things like this and say, ‘This means this, and that 
means that; and this means this, and that means that.’ How do you know?” 

Conclusion 
All right, let’s find out how we know, because I said I want to prove it to you. Okay, turn 
to the book of Hebrews for a moment, chapter 9. And I want you to see God’s own 
commentary on what happened way back here. That’s why I love the Bible. I tell you, no 
man could have written this book; no group of men could have written this book. Turn to 
Hebrews chapter 9 and read verse 11: “But Christ being come an high priest of good 
things to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle…”—see, there was the Old 
Testament tabernacle, the one where they sprinkled with blood; but now he says—“by a 
greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this 
building; neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in 
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once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.” Now, watch this: 
“For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer…”—did you ever hear 
that before?—“and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean,”—did you ever hear 
that before?—“sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh: how much more shall the blood of 
Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God…”—remember 
the heifer without spot and blemish?—“who…offered himself without spot to God, purge 
your conscience from dead works”—that is, purify your soul so everything you touch 
won’t be dead and polluted, but He’ll clean you up and purge you from dead works—“to 
serve.” (Hebrews 9:11–14) 

That’s the way to be clean. We touch the unclean things. We walk in the unclean 
atmosphere. We stumble on the unclean things. But there is a fountain filled with blood 
drawn from Emmanuel’s veins, and sinners plunged beneath that blood lose all their 
guilty stains.” The blood cleanses. It is applied by the Word. Glory to God! Hallelujah! 
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  The Tragedy of  
Unclean Christians  

By Adrian Rogers 

Main Scripture Text:  Numbers 19:11  

“He that toucheth the dead body of any man shall be unclean seven days.” 
NUMBERS 19:11 

Outline 
I. The Defilement of the Unclean Christian

A. Calculated Sin
B. Contagious Sin
C. Careless Sin

II. The Detriment of the Unclean Christian
A. The Loss of Fellowship in God
B. The Loss of Freedom with God
C. The Loss of Fruitfulness for God

III. The Decontaminant of the Unclean Christian
A. It Must Be Acceptable to God
B. It Must Be Accessible to Man
C. It Must Be Applicable by Faith

Conclusion	  

Introduction 
Now, turn in your Bibles to Numbers chapter 19. I want to speak to you tonight on this 
subject: “The Tragedy of Unclean Christians.” Numbers chapter 19, and I want you to 
look with me at verse 11: “He that toucheth the dead body of any man shall be unclean 
seven days”—“He that toucheth the dead body of any man shall be unclean seven 
days.” (Numbers 19:11) “The Tragedy of Unclean Christians.” 

Everybody today is worried about pollution of all kinds: “Ashes to ashes, and dust to 
dust; if cigarettes don’t get you, pollution must.” And we know that everything around us 
tends to contaminate us. But so many people are not concerned about the ecology of 
the soul, and soul pollution. They are not worried about being unclean spiritually. We go 
into our apothecaries and drugstores, and the same drugstore that sells physical 
hygiene sells moral filth. Someone has well said, “Not since Manhattan Island was sold 
for twenty-four dollars has so much dirt been sold so cheaply.” It’s all around. And we 
are being inundated by a pollution that is far worse than that which the ecological 
people are worrying about, and the Sierra Club and others. And it is a matter of the 

Copyright ©2022 Love Worth Finding Ministries, Inc. | Used by permission from the Rogers Family Trust. | www.LWF.org/ARLC 
76



uncleanness of the heart and mind, and of the soul. 
Now God here in the Old Testament has given us a great object lesson. And that’s 

what we’re going to study tonight. When God said, “Don’t touch a dead body,” “He was 
interested in more than hygiene, though those of you who are medical doctors, and 
others who are nurses, and those of you who know the common principles of hygiene, 
know what a wise prohibition this was for God to give to these people who did not know 
microbiology as we know it, and who did not know the principles of infectious disease as 
we know it. When God told them to beware of that which is dead and not touch the body 
of a person, God had certainly in mind certain physical things, beyond a doubt. But 
beneath all of that and beyond all of that, God was teaching a great object lesson that 
He wanted all people to learn. For when God said, “Don’t touch the dead body,” God 
was giving them this object lesson that death and sin are inseparably linked together. 
May I say that again? Death and sin are inseparably linked together. 

Sin causes death, and therefore death is the visible sign of sin. And when God said, 
“Don’t touch a dead body,” He was doing more, I say, than giving a lesson in hygiene. 
He was saying by object lesson, “Don’t pollute your soul with sin.” And he is talking 
about soul pollution. He’s talking about the ecology of your heart, your mind, and your 
soul. 

I. The Defilement of the Unclean Christian
And I want us to notice three things in this passage, the first of which is the defilement 
of sin. Now, how can you defile your spiritual body with sin? How can you upset the 
ecological balance of your soul with sin? Well, in this passage I see three ways. 

A. Calculated Sin
First of all, there is a calculated sin, what I call calculated sin. Look in verse 11: “He that 
toucheth the dead body of any man shall be unclean seven days.” That is, when a man 
just deliberately touches a dead body, he is unclean—unclean. And that means that 
some people just knowingly, with their eyes wide open, come in contact with things that 
contaminate them, and, in the spiritual sense, sin. It is what I call presumptuous sin. 
Have you ever sinned with your eyes wide open? What I mean by that is knowing that 
you were sinning, and you did it anyway. That’s the most dangerous kind of sin. And I 
think we’ve all been guilty of it one time or another. I mean, with our eyes wide open; 
saying, “I know it’s wrong, but I’m going to do it.” That’s very dangerous—very 
dangerous. That’s the reason the Psalmist said, in Psalm chapter 19, verse 13, “Keep 
back thy servant from presumptuous sins”—“presumptuous sins.” (Psalm 19:13) We 
say, “I know it’s wrong, but I’m simply going to do it.” 
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B. Contagious Sin
Now that is what I call calculated sin. Look in verse 11: “He that toucheth the dead body 
of any man shall be unclean seven days.” There’s the body. I touch it. Eyes wide open, 
but I do it. It pictures and prefigures people who sin with calculation—with eyes wide 
open: presumptuous sin. But watch now, and continue to look. There is another kind of 
sin. Not only is there calculated sin, but there is contagious sin. Look, if you will, in 
verses 14 and 15 of this same chapter: “This is the law, when a man dieth in his tent: all 
that come into the tent, and all that is in the tent, shall be unclean seven days. And 
every open vessel, which hath no covering bound upon it, is unclean.” (Numbers 19:14–
15) 

Now he’s talking about, not the calculated touching of a body, but just the contagion 
that comes from being in the area. And it’s what I call contagious sin. This is the sin that 
we fall into sometimes because we just get in the wrong association. And, you see, sin 
and uncleanness is in the air. It’s like fungus. It’s just everywhere. And as you go in and 
out, as you live in this world, there is that defilement of sin. Conversation: you can be in 
a conversation, and before long the conversation will turn to lewdness or dishonesty or 
materialism or hatefulness. And, not meaning to, yet you can be contaminated by that. It 
finds a dwelling place. It finds a lodging in your heart. You’re standing around and 
someone begins to tell some filthy story. You pick up the newspaper and there is the 
contamination. You read books. You are sitting there in your living room watching 
television, and a salacious advertisement of some X-rated movie, or some R-rated 
movie or whatever they are—S-rated, they ought to be, sin—and it just comes in there. 
And these things come into your heart and into your mind. And somehow it’s just like a 
contagion. The advertisements, all of these things, they make their marks upon us. 
There is that unconscious contagion of sin. 

C. Careless Sin
But now, wait a minute. There is another kind of sin that we need to watch for. And, 
incidentally, this kind of sin is also spoken in the Bible. The Bible calls this secret sin. 
And it is sin that perhaps we are not that much aware of, and it is there in our hearts 
and in our lives. And so, number one, there is calculated sin. Somebody touches a dead 
body. Number two: there is contagious sin. And it just seems to be around us, and it 
leaves its mark on us. And we perhaps are not even aware, but we’ve been in that tent 
where that unclean thing is, where that dead thing is, where that defiling thing is. But 
then there’s another kind of sin: not only calculated sin, and contagious sin, but there is 
what I call careless sin—careless sin. Look, if you will, please, in verse 16: “And 
whosoever toucheth one that is slain with a sword in the open fields, or a dead body, or 
a bone of a man, or a grave, shall be unclean seven days.” (Numbers 19:16) 
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Now, here’s just carelessness: the sins that cause us to stumble in an unguarded 
moment. Here’s a man walking through a field after a battle, and he stumbles on a dead 
body. Here’s a man who is walking through a field, and his foot kicks a bone of a dead 
man. Here’s a man who walks over a grassy grave, and he’s not even aware that there 
is a dead person buried there. And he walks over that grave, carelessly, unthinkingly, 
and yet he becomes contaminated. You know, there are a lot of things that we deem too 
small to notice, and we carelessly find ourselves associating with these things. And we 
think, “Well, they are not all that important.” But they are the concealed sins, the 
careless sins, and yet they dull our spiritual perception, and we may not even be aware 
that we have committed them, like a man who walks over a grave. 

That’s the reason we need to pray to God, and say, “God, take me, and try my heart, 
and see if there be some wicked way in me.” (Psalm 139:23–24) There may be ways 
that all of us are sinning, and if we’d give God the Holy Spirit a chance to search us, 
we’d find out that we’ve sinned, either calculated sin, or else contagious sin—we’ve just 
been in an area, and some of it has gotten off on us—or perhaps just plain careless 
sin—where we’ve not been thinking; we’ve lived in such a way that we have become 
unclean—unclean. 

II. The Detriment of the Unclean Christian
Now that’s the first thing that I want us to look at therefore: the defilement of sin. The 
Bible says that you are unclean. Now the second thing I want you to look at with me is 
the detriment of this sin. What does it do to you? What are the consequences of this 
soul pollution? Well, look again here in God’s great object lesson that He gives us here 
in the nineteenth chapter of Numbers. What do you lose when you do that? 

A. The Loss of Fellowship in God
Number one: There is the loss of fellowship in God. The greatest fellowship that we

can have is our fellowship in the Lord. But look in verse 20 of this chapter: “The man 
that shall be unclean, and shall not purify himself, that soul shall be cut off from among 
the congregation.” (Numbers 19:20) The soul that is unclean, the man that does not 
purify himself, that soul shall be cut off from among the congregation. And what is God 
saying? God is saying, “Sin separates the people of God.” And you’ve heard me say it 
before, and I’ll say it again: the devil had rather separate God’s people than open a 
porno shop or sell a barrel of whiskey any day. And it is sin that separates. 

Have you ever been in a church—oh, God forbid, I hope you’re never in another 
one—but have you ever been in a church where people were bickering and fussing and 
squabbling? I tell you, there is nothing more hellish, more hurtful, more hateful, more 
debilitating, that will tear the heart out of you than to see God’s people when they get 
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separated one from another. You mark it down, and mark it down big: when two 
Christians can’t get along, there is sin somewhere. I mean, that’s all. You can name it 
anything you want. But when two Christians can’t get along, somebody has sinned. 

B. The Loss of Freedom with God
And what is the loss of this contamination? Number one: There is the loss of fellowship 
in God. Number two: There is the loss of freedom with God. Look again in verse 20: 
“But the man that shall be unclean, and shall not purify himself, that soul shall be cut off 
from among the congregation, because he hath defiled the sanctuary of the LORD.” 
(Numbers 19:20) Not only is he cut off from the congregation, but his prayer actually 
defiles the walls of the sanctuary. He defiles everything that he touches. You see, an 
unclean person defiles everything. He comes to the sanctuary, and when he prays, he 
defiles the sanctuary. And when he prays, the heavens seem like they are brass. And it 
is because there is sin in his life. He doesn’t have any liberty; he doesn’t have any 
freedom with God. The Bible says, “Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.” (2 
Corinthians 3:17) But the Spirit of God is grieved in the life of an unclean Christian. 

C. The Loss of Fruitfulness for God
What is there? There is the loss of fellowship in God. What is there? There is the loss of 
freedom with God, no liberty, because there is sin. The Holy Spirit is grieved, and this 
man defiles the sanctuary. That means he cannot worship as he ought to worship until 
he does something about that uncleanness in his heart and in his life. Thirdly, there is 
the loss of fruitfulness for God. Look, if you will, in verse 22: “And whatsoever the 
unclean person touches shall be unclean; and the soul that toucheth it shall be unclean 
until even.” (Numbers 19:22) Whatever he touches, he contaminates. He cannot be 
fruitful. It’s what the Bible calls dead works. 

Did you know that, if a preacher stands up to preach, and his heart is not right with 
God, his preaching will contaminate those that hear it? Did you know that, when a 
teacher stands up to teach, and his heart is not right with God, he contaminates his 
class? And his touch is the touch of death. Did you know that, when a musician stands 
up to sing, and that musician is not clean and right before God, and filled with the Holy 
Spirit, that musician breathes death on the congregation? I have been in services where 
the Spirit of God was moving, and some unthinking minister of music, who himself was 
evidently not very right with God, would get some moral worldling up to sing, because 
that person had a good voice. And that person stands up and sings, and there is death 
that comes over the congregation. And I have to say, “O God, bind that spirit; and, God, 
cleanse this place; and, God, give liberty.” There are people who put the touch of death 
on everything they touch, because they themselves are unclean. And the Bible says, 
“Be ye clean, that bear the vessels of the LORD.” (Isaiah 52:11) No one has any 
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business trying to teach, no one has any business trying to preach, no one has any 
business trying to sing, who is not clean. 

There is that loss of fruitfulness for God. Look at it again: “And whatsoever the 
unclean person toucheth shall be unclean.” Are you spreading spiritual contamination? 
You yourself who have been contaminated, you yourself who have been defiled, you’re 
defiling others. God help us. Oh, God help us. 

III. The Decontaminant of the Unclean Christian
There is the defilement of the unclean Christian. There is the detriment of the unclean 
Christian. Now I want you to notice the decontaminant of the unclean Christian. What is 
God’s plan? How does God want to cleanse us and set us right and make us right? God 
has a cleansing agent, and I want you to see what it is. Look, if you will, please, in 
Numbers chapter 19 and verse 1: “And the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, 
saying, This is the ordinance of the law which the LORD hath commanded, saying, 
Speak unto the children of Israel, that they bring a red heifer”—now, boys and girls, a 
heifer is a cow, a red cow—“without spot, wherein is no blemish, and upon which never 
came yoke: and ye shall give her unto Eleazar the priest, that he may bring her forth 
without the camp,”—that means “outside the camp of Israel”—“and one shall slay her 
before his face: and Eleazar the priest shall take of her blood with his finger, and 
sprinkle of her blood directly before the tabernacle of the congregation seven times.” 
(Numbers 19:1–4) 

Now we’re going to show you in a moment—and I’ll stop reading right there—but 
we’re going to show you in a moment this was God’s cleansing agent. This was God’s 
divine decontaminant, and this was what was to decontaminate the unclean Christian. 
Now, there are several things about this divine decontaminant. 

A. It Must Be Acceptable to God
Number one: It must be acceptable to God. Notice that God has certain specifications, 
because this red heifer is really a picture, a type, a prophecy, and an illustration of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. For example, look in verse 2. The Bible says that this heifer is to be 
without spot and without blemish. This is a picture of the Lord Jesus Christ, the virgin-
born Son of God who could stand up and say, “Which of you convinceth me of sin?” 
(John 8:46) The pure, spotless lamb of God—hallelujah—without spot, without blemish 
was the Lord Jesus Christ, again, in verse 2, “upon which never came a yoke.” You see, 
when a yoke would come upon an animal, it would leave some sort of a scar, a blemish 
there upon its shoulder. But Jesus was not scarred by the yoke of sin whatever. 
     Notice, in verse 3, how the death of Jesus was prefigured: “And ye shall give her 
unto Eleazar the priest, that he may bring her without the camp”—outside the camp—
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“and one shall slay her before his face.” (Numbers 19:3) Jesus died outside the camp. 
Jesus died outside the city walls of Jerusalem. There was no room for our Lord inside. 
And the Bible says, in the book of Hebrews, clearly and plainly, that Christ suffered 
outside the gate. (Hebrews 13:12) And notice again in verse 5: “And one shall burn the 
heifer in his sight; her skin, and her flesh, and her blood, with her dung, shall he burn.” 
(Numbers 19:5) What’s that a picture of? That tells us, ladies and gentlemen, at Calvary 
the fire and wrath of a holy God fell upon our Savior without spot and without blemish. 
Outside the camp, Jesus died, and shed His blood, and He took my hell, and He took 
your hell. And Jesus baptized His soul in hell that you might be forgiven. 

Remember that Jesus felt the fires of the wrath of God. And all of the hell that you 
ever suffered in eternity Jesus suffered there on the cross. The centuries were 
compressed, and He, being infinite, suffered in a finite period of time what you, being 
finite, would suffer in an infinite period of time. All of the fires of the wrath of God were 
distilled upon the Lord Jesus Christ there. 

And so, what I’m saying is this: that He was the perfect sacrifice. Look in verse 4. 
The Bible says, “And [he] shall take of her blood with his finger, and sprinkle of her 
blood directly before the tabernacle of the congregation”—how many times?—“seven 
times.” (Numbers 19:4) God’s perfect sacrifice: that’s what it is saying. That’s our 
perfect Savior. And this red heifer is a marvelous prefiguring and a type and a picture of 
the Lord Jesus. 

B. It Must Be Accessible to Man
And I’m saying that this sacrifice, number one, must be acceptable to God. But, number 
two, it must be accessible to man. Look, if you will, in verse 9: “And a man that is clean 
shall gather up the ashes of the heifer, and lay them up without the camp”—that is, 
“outside the camp”—“in a clean place, and it shall be kept for the congregation of the 
children of Israel for a water of separation: it is a purification for sin.” (Numbers 19:9) 

Here’s the decontaminant. Here it is in a clean place picturing the Lord Jesus Christ 
who is now ascended to heaven. The Lord Jesus Christ there is prefigured by these 
ashes, which speak eloquently of the finished work of Calvary there for the people of 
God. And this decontaminant must be accessible to man. Man must have access to it. 
And it pictures the blood of Jesus that continues to cleanse us. 

C. It Must Be Applicable by Faith
But, thirdly, not only must it be acceptable to God, accessible to man, but it must be 
applicable by faith. Notice verses 17 and 18 of this same chapter: “And for an unclean 
person they shall take of the ashes of the burnt heifer of purification for sin, and running 
water shall be put thereto to a vessel: and a clean person will take hyssop, and dip it in 
the water, and sprinkle it upon the tent, and upon all the vessels, and upon the persons 
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that were there, and upon him that touched a bone, or one slain, or one dead, or a 
grave.” (Numbers 19:17–18) 

Now, what is hyssop? Hyssop is a little shrub that grew out of a wall. Those of you 
who have been to Israel have seen hyssop many times. You might not have even 
known what you were seeing. It grows easily. Just give it a little crack, a little crevice: it 
grows up anywhere. A seed will blow up into there; it will sprout. There was hyssop 
everywhere. And God, in His divine wisdom, took this very common shrub and used it 
for the applying of the blood and the sanctifying water. And it, therefore, to me—and I 
believe God means for it to—pictures faith. 

How are the blessings of God applied to us? How is the blood applied to us? How is 
the sanctifying water of the Word applied to us? By faith. And God, by taking this 
common, ordinary shrub that was everywhere, was saying that faith is something I can 
lay hold of. Faith is something you can lay hold of. And here God uses this running 
water as a symbol of the Word of God. For water is a symbol of the Word of God. And 
hyssop is a symbol of faith that applies the water and applies the blood. 

“Oh,” you say, “Brother Rogers, I just believe you are reading into that. That’s not 
really there in all that nineteenth chapter.” Oh, you think so? You think I just made all 
that up? Well, I’m going to prove you wrong. Turn to Hebrews chapter 9 for just a 
moment, and let’s see what God has to say about it. Hebrews chapter 9, and let’s look 
in verse 13: “For if the blood of bulls and of goats,”—watch this now—“and the ashes of 
an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh: how much more 
shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to 
God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?” (Hebrews 9:13–
14) Amen?

Conclusion 
You see, it’s all a picture of Jesus. It’s all there. And how much more? These people 
went through that ritual in the Old Testament, and they may not have understood all that 
was there, but God was putting a divine lesson for us there that we are not to live in this 
dead world. You give your money, and God says, “It’s dead.” You sing in the choir, and 
God says, “It’s dead.” You teach in the Sunday School, and God says, “It’s dead”—
because you’re contaminated. And you’ve been contaminated. Some have been 
contaminated by calculated sin. Some have been contaminated by contagious sin. 
Some have been contaminated by careless sin. But, oh, how we need to be clean! And I 
thank God, 

There is a fountain filled with blood drawn from Emmanuel’s veins; 
And sinners plunged beneath that flood lose all their guilty stains. 

—WILLIAM COWPER 
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Are you clean tonight? Please don’t work in this church, and please don’t try to testify 
for Jesus, and please just don’t do anything until you get alone with God and get clean. 
For the Bible says, “Be ye clean, that bear the vessels of the LORD.” (Isaiah 52:11) 
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 Unbelieving Believers  
By Adrian Rogers 

Sermon Date:  September 28, 1975     
Main Scripture Text:  Numbers 20:1–12  

Outline 
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I. A Doubting Spirit
II. A Desert Diet
III. A Defeated Pastor
Conclusion

Introduction 
In John chapter 14, verse 12, Jesus told his disciples, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He 
that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these 
shall he do; because I go unto my Father.” (John 14:12) And yet, many are not doing 
the works that Jesus did, much less greater works. So we must be unbelieving 
believers. That is, we believe Jesus Christ for some things, but we don’t believe Him for 
all things that He has promised. He always says, “Be it unto you according to your faith.” 

I believe that we have a classic example of unbelieving believers in the Old 
Testament. And in Numbers chapter 20, we’re going to begin reading in verse 1. This is 
the story of the children of Israel while they were in the wilderness and they were in 
rebellion against the Lord: “Then came the children of Israel, even the whole 
congregation, into the desert of Zin in the first month: and the people abode in Kadesh; 
and Miriam died there, and was buried there. And there was no water for the 
congregation: and they gathered themselves together against Moses and against 
Aaron. And the people chode with Moses, and spake, saying, Would God that we had 
died when our brethren died before the LORD! And why have ye brought up the 
congregation of the LORD into this wilderness, that we and our cattle should die there? 
And wherefore have ye made us to come up out of Egypt, to bring us in unto this evil 
place? it is no place of seed, or of figs, or of vines, or of pomegranates; neither is there 
any water to drink. And Moses and Aaron went from the presence of the assembly unto 
the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, and they fell upon their faces: and the 
glory of the LORD appeared unto them. And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Take 
the rod, and gather thou the assembly together, thou, and Aaron thy brother, and speak 
ye unto the rock before their eyes; and it shall give forth his water, and thou shalt bring 
forth to them water out of the rock: so thou shalt give the congregation and their beasts 
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drink. And Moses took the rod from before the LORD, as he commanded him. And 
Moses and Aaron gathered the congregation together before the rock, and he said unto 
them, Hear now, ye rebels; must we fetch you water out of this rock? And Moses lifted 
up his hand, and with his rod he smote the rock twice: and the water came out 
abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their beasts also. And the LORD spake 
unto Moses and Aaron, Because ye believed me not, to sanctify me in the eyes of the 
children of Israel, therefore ye shall not bring this congregation into the land which I 
have given them.” (Numbers 20:1–12) 

Let us pray one more time. Our Father, we pray in the name of Jesus for anointing 
and wisdom as we preach from this vital passage of Scripture. Not only do I pray, Lord, 
that thou wouldst give to me spiritual insight; I pray, dear Lord, that you would make my 
mind quick and alert, and make my tongue loose, that I might proclaim your truths. And 
then, dear Lord, anoint the ears of the hearer, and quicken our wills to obey your Word. 
For we pray in Jesus’ name and for His sake. Amen. 

Now, the children of Israel were leaving the land of Egypt, and they were on their 
way to the land of Canaan, the land that flows with milk and honey. We sing so many 
songs that speak of Canaan as though Canaan is heaven. And that’s the typology we 
have. “There’s a land that is fairer than day, and by faith I can see it afar,” and “Sweet 
Beulah Land,” and “We’re Marching to Zion,” and all of these songs—or many of these 
songs speak of our dying, crossing over Jordan, and going to Canaan. And we speak of 
Canaan as though Canaan illustrates heaven—“The Sweet By and By.” 

Well, if you’re very careful in the study of the Bible, you will know that the land of 
Canaan is not a type or picture of heaven; it is a picture of the Spirit-filled life. Now, if 
you don’t understand that, you’re going to have great difficulty in your Old Testament 
typology. Canaan is not a picture of heaven. It’s not a picture of “the sweet by and by”; 
it’s a picture of “the sweet now and now.” It is a picture of having Christ in our hearts 
right now. 

You see, all people are divided into three basic classes. Now we said this morning, 
two classes: believers and unbelievers. But then I’m going to subdivide the believers 
into two more classes, and for our purposes tonight, make three classes. First of all, 
there are the unbelievers, and they are characterized by being in the land of Egypt. The 
land of Egypt, under the cruel dominion of Pharaoh, who is a type of Satan, represents 
the unbeliever in the land of bondage. That is, he’s in the land of wickedness, the land 
of Egypt under the cruel taskmaster, the devil. He pictures the man who is unsaved. 

Now, when the children of Israel came out of the land of Egypt, the night when the 
Passover lamb was slain, they picture those of us who have been saved, purchased by 
the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, God’s Passover Lamb. The Bible says, “Christ our 
Passover was sacrificed for us.” (1 Corinthians 5:7) And that pictures our coming out of 
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Egypt. But they came out of Egypt. And they went not into Canaan, but they went into 
the wilderness. And the wilderness experience signifies, typifies, and illustrates a carnal, 
baby Christian. He’s out of Egypt, but he’s not yet into Canaan. 

Canaan, the land that flowed with milk and honey, pictures the Spirit-filled life. It 
pictures the abundant life. Now, it doesn’t picture heaven, because they could still sin in 
Canaan. You won’t be able to sin in heaven. There was warfare in Canaan. There won’t 
be any warfare in heaven. Canaan does not picture heaven, but it does picture victory. It 
does picture the Spirit-filled life that we were preaching about this morning. 

And so everybody here tonight is either in Egypt—that is, you haven’t been saved at 
all—or you’re in the wilderness—in the desert: You’ve been saved, but you’re not 
victorious. You’re going around in circles. You’re dumped in the desert and eating a 
desert diet. Or else, you have crossed over Jordan and you have entered into Canaan, 
into the fullness, the land that flows with milk and honey, grapes and figs and 
pomegranates. You have found the possession that God has promised you as a child of 
God. And I daresay that probably tonight we have more desert dwellers than anything 
else. I suppose tonight that a part of the congregation is in Egypt, and a part of the 
congregation is in Canaan; but I believe that most of the congregation may be in the 
wilderness. I say that because I have the sweet privilege of pastoring us, and getting to 
know us, and I believe that most of us probably have come out of Egypt, but we have 
not gone into Canaan. 

Now, what are the characteristics of these desert disciples—these unbelieving 
believers? 

I. A Doubting Spirit
Well, notice the first four verses, and in the first four verses I suppose the fourth verse 
would be the key verse, where they said to Moses, “And why have ye brought up the 
congregation of the LORD into this wilderness, that we and our cattle should die there?” 
These people simply could not believe, would not believe, did not believe that God 
could bring them into the land that flowed with milk and honey. 

Why did they not go into Canaan? Did they not go into Canaan because there were 
natural barriers to keep them out? Did they not go into Canaan because they did not 
have the wherewithal to get into Canaan? Did they not go into Canaan because there 
were enemies and obstacles and people that kept them from going into Canaan? If you 
want to know why they did not enter into Canaan, it was simply unbelief. They doubted 
the Lord. Look in Hebrews—just keep one finger, one bookmark, something there in 
Numbers chapter 20, because that’s home base, and we’re going to come back to it; but 
we’re going to go everywhere preaching the gospel—so you turn, if you will, please, to 
Hebrews chapter 3 for a moment, and you’ll find very clearly why they did not enter into 
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Canaan. It was not that they could not have entered into Canaan; it was not that there 
were insurmountable obstacles. But look at what God’s Word says here in Hebrews 
chapter 3, verse 17: “But with whom was he grieved forty years? was it not with them 
that had sinned, whose carcases fell in the wilderness? And to whom sware he that they 
should not enter into his rest, but to them that believed not? So we see that they could 
not enter in because of unbelief.” (Hebrews 3:17–19) 

Do you want me to tell you why you’re not Spirit-filled, if you're not Spirit-filled? Not 
two reasons—one reason: simply unbelief. You have no real sin except the sin of 
unbelief. Unbelief is the mother sin, the father sin, the parent sin; all other sins come out 
of the sin of unbelief. That's the reason when the Holy Spirit came into the world, He 
didn’t come into the world to convict men of drinking, or He didn’t come into the world to 
convict men of lying; He didn’t come into the world to convict men of stealing. Do you 
remember what Jesus said about the Holy Spirit? “When He is come into the world, He 
will convince the world of sin, because they believe not”—“of sin, because they believe 
not.” (John 16:8–9) 

You see, the first thing you had to do before you sinned was to disbelieve God. For 
example, when a man steals, is that rooted in unbelief? Of course it is! He steals 
because he can’t trust God to give him what he needs, you see? When a person tells a 
lie, is that rooted in unbelief? Of course it is! A person who trusts God can tell the truth 
and take his lumps, amen? You see, he says, “God, I’ll trust you; I’ll believe you.” 

Unbelief is the most heinous sin that you can commit against God. For the Bible 
says, “He that believeth not God hath made him a liar.” (1 John 5:10) You can say all 
sorts of nice things about Adrian Rogers. You can say, “Adrian Rogers does this, and 
he does that; and I like him for this, and I like him for that; but there’s just one thing 
about him: You can’t believe what he says.” You know, it doesn’t matter what else you 
have said nice about me, if you add that last statement, “you can’t believe what he 
says,” then you’ve taken away everything else nice that you’ve said, you see? When 
you can’t believe a person, you have cut right to the very heart, to the very core of their 
character. And the greatest slander that you can give to God is to aim the gun of 
unbelief at God and fire away, you see? 

And that was the problem with these people. They entered not into the land of 
Canaan because of their unbelief. That’s what the writer of the book of Hebrews says: 
because of their unbelief. And the reason that there are some of us who are not filled 
with the Spirit is not that we’re too weak, not that there are obstacles; it’s not the 
obstreperous person that we’re married to; it’s not the circumstances that we find 
ourselves in at the office; it’s not the lack of anything, except faith in God—faith in God. 
     So many people are struggling, trying to be a victorious Christian. You will never be 
a victorious Christian by trying. God never told you to try; He told you to trust. And you 
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will never know victory, you will never enter into Canaan, you’ll never get out of the 
wilderness until you stop trying and start trusting. You see, whether you understand it or 
not, Canaan belongs to you. It is your birthright. 

Suppose you had a thousand dollars in the bank and you needed a hundred dollars. 
Would you go to the bank and just get down on your knees and cry, and say, “Oh, 
please, let me have a hundred dollars! Please, I need it so badly!”? Not if you have a 
thousand dollars in the bank. You just write a check, and you say, “A hundred dollars, 
please.” You see, that’s your right; that’s your privilege; that’s your prerogative. 

And Canaan is yours, friend—Canaan is yours! Do you know what the Lord told 
those people in the book of Joshua? Listen—it’s so exciting. When they finally did enter 
in, He said, “Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that have I given 
unto you.” (Joshua 1:3) Not, “will I give you”; “I’ve already given it to you.” He said, 
“Every place you put your foot down, it’s already yours. That’s yours. That’s yours. 
That’s yours. Just as fast as you can go, it’s already yours!” Not, “I will give it to you”; “I 
have given it to you.” But do you know why you don’t have the blessing of Canaan? 
Because you have not possessed your possession. You have not put your foot down 
upon God’s promise and said, “That’s mine! Praise God, that’s mine! Praise the Lord!” 
Possess your possession. 

Do you know why they didn’t possess their possessions? There was no earthly 
reason that they shouldn’t have. I’ll guarantee you, it didn’t take them forty years to get 
into Canaan; it was only a journey of a few days. But they were stuck in the desert. 
They entered not in because of unbelief. 

And some of you are thinking that the Spirit-filled life is not for you. You think that the 
Spirit-filled life is for a few super saints—maybe a few pastors, and evangelists, and 
denominational workers, and song leaders, and so forth—but not for you. But I tell you, 
“the promise is to you, and to your children, and to as many as the Lord our God shall 
call.” (Acts 2:39) And too many Christians are living beneath their privileges. 

II. A Desert Diet
Now, so the first thing I want you to notice, the first characteristic of the desert dwellers 
and these desert disciples, was that they had a doubting spirit. Secondly, they were on 
a desert diet. Look in Numbers 20 and verse 5: “Wherefore have ye made us to come 
up out of Egypt, to bring us unto this evil place? it is no place of seed, or of figs, or of 
vines, or of pomegranates; neither is there any water to drink.” (Numbers 20:5) They 
were eating a desert diet. Now it wasn’t that they didn’t have anything to eat. They just 
didn’t have figs, and they didn’t have pomegranates, and they didn’t have grain. They 
had food to eat. Do you know what they had to eat? They were eating manna. And at 
this particular time, they had been eating manna for forty years. 
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Now, at first, when they first saw the manna, they were so excited they didn’t know 
what to do. Look at the first time they saw the manna in Exodus chapter 16 and verse 
15, and you’ll see why they called it manna. They were so excited when they first saw it. 
Exodus chapter 16 and verse 15: “And when the children of Israel saw it, they said one 
to another, It is manna: for they [knew] not what it was.” They said, “Manna sounds like 
a good name for it. It is manna.” “And Moses said unto them, This is the bread which 
the LORD hath given you to eat.” (Exodus 16:15) And, oh my, you talk about 
excitement! There it was on the ground, and they were so hungry, and they were 
picking it up, and tasting it, and eating it, and smacking their lips; and they were making 
recipes for it, and finding all the ways they could eat it; and little boys were just 
munching on it on their way to school. It was just so wonderful: manna everywhere! And 
it was so exciting to feed upon this manna! 

Now, you see, when a person first gets saved, he’s that excited. You know what that 
manna represented? It represented the Holy Spirit. It represented Christ—but the Holy 
Spirit in particular. You see, Jesus said, “I am the bread that cometh down from 
heaven.” (John 6:51) The manna was round: that speaks of the eternality and the 
perfection of Christ. It lay upon the ground: that speaks of the humility of Christ. It was 
white: that speaks of the purity of Christ. It was sweet: that speaks of the sweetness of 
Christ. It sustained life—and that spoke of the life-giving properties of Christ. It was 
miraculous—and that spoke of the deity of Christ. And it came from heaven—and that 
spoke of His heavenly origin, and so forth. It was all a picture of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
but it was to be taken in and ingested, which spoke of the Christ that is in us; that is, the 
Holy Spirit that we were speaking about this morning: how He is with us and will be in 
us. 

And, you know, when a person first gets saved, when a person first gets born again, 
and he tastes of the heavenly manna, he tastes of the heavenly bread, my, how excited 
he is! Do you remember? Do you remember how it was when you first found the Lord? 
Wasn’t that a wonderful experience? Oh, how great when the Lord first found you, I 
ought to say. 

All right, but notice, at first it was exciting and new, and at first it was very sweet. 
Look in Exodus chapter 16 and verse 31 also. God describes the taste of this manna, 
the diet they were on. Sounds like you’d like to have it for a long time. Notice in verse 
31: “And the house of Israel called the name thereof Manna: and it was like coriander 
seed, white; and the taste of it was like wafers made with honey.” (Exodus 16:31) Oh, 
when you first tasted it, you said, "Mmm! I believe that I could eat this the rest of my 
life!” Like honey wafers: how sweet it tasted! 
  But, you see, after a while, that which was exciting, and that which was sweet, 

became dull, and it became tasteless, and it became boring. Notice in Numbers 11, 
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verse 5. We’ll go from the book of Exodus to the book of Numbers. And I want you to 
see how their attitude changed towards this manna they were so excited about. You can 
hardly believe they were the same people. But look in Numbers 11 and verse 5. And the 
people are complaining and they are saying, “We remember the fish, which we did eat 
in Egypt freely; the cucumbers, and the melons, and the leeks, and the onions, and the 
garlick: but now our soul is dried away: there is nothing at all, beside this manna, before 
our eyes.” And I can just hear them say, “Yuck! Manna!” 

Now, why? Friend, they’d eaten manna for forty years; as we said in another 
message, manna in the morning, manna in the evening, and manna at suppertime. And 
brother, they had manna, manna, manna, till it was about to come out their ears. God 
had never intended for them to eat manna for forty years. You ask a little fellow twelve 
years old, “What did you have for breakfast yesterday?” he said, “Manna.” “What did 
you have for breakfast the day before that?” “Manna.” “What did you have when you 
were three?” “Manna.” “What are you going to have when you’re twenty-four?” “Manna. 
That’s all there is to eat around here: manna, manna, manna!” And they were sick and 
tired of it. Seven days a week, fifty-two weeks, 365 days a year, three times a day—
nothing but manna! 

Can you imagine what that would be like? You say, “But I thought it represented the 
Holy Spirit.” It did. You say, “I thought that it represented Jesus.” It did. You say, “I 
thought it was sweet.” It was. But it was only to whet their appetite. The taste of honey 
was to only whet their appetite for the land that flowed with milk and honey. 

A person who is dumped in the desert sooner or later gets bored with his 
Christianity. Sooner or later his Christianity becomes dull; it becomes tasteless; it 
becomes tedious; it becomes boring. And he gets up and comes to church, and goes 
through the motions, and grinds it out. Sometimes he teaches a Sunday School lesson, 
and the people who sit in his class are bored. Do you know why? The teacher’s bored. 
Sometimes the preaching is boring: it’s because the preacher is bored. Because people 
are on a desert diet, they are monotonous, and they are sick and tired of what is a good 
thing. 

But, you see, look—look: God never intended for them to dwell in the wilderness for 
forty years. God saw to it that they would never be satisfied in the desert. Look in 
Deuteronomy chapter 8, verse 2: “And thou shalt remember all the way which the LORD 
thy God led thee these forty years in the wilderness, to humble thee,”—ah, there it is— 
“and to [test] thee,”—aha!—“to know what was in thine heart,”—that’s what God is doing 
to you tonight—“whether thou wouldest keep his commandments, or no. And he 
humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with manna, which thou 
knewest not, neither did thy fathers know; that he might make thee know that man doth 
not live by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the LORD 
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doth man live.” (Deuteronomy 8:2–3) 
Now, God saw to it that they had enough to get along on, but God saw to it that they 

could never ever be satisfied in the wilderness. He allowed them to hunger; He fed them 
with manna, and allowed them to hunger and fed them with manna. But He was trying 
to teach them that, “man does not live by bread alone, but by every word that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” That is, God was purposely seeing to it that they 
could not be satisfied in the wilderness. 

And you, my friend, will never have the joy that a Christian ought to have; God will 
see to it that you will never have the satisfaction that a Christian ought to have, as long 
as you have only the witness of the Spirit and not the fullness of the Spirit. Every child of 
God has the manna: the witness of the Spirit. But not every child of God has the milk 
and honey: the fullness of the Spirit. Every child of God has come out of Egypt, but not 
every child of God has gone into Canaan. And there are a lot of people today who are 
bored, who are fed up; they are sick and tired; they think that Christianity is humdrum. 

I have some preacher friends: when I meet them, they’re complaining; they’re 
grouching; they’re talking about, “People don’t want to do this, and people don’t want to 
do that.” And I have some other preacher friends, when I get around them, their eyes 
are dancing and blazing, and they’re thumbing from one scripture to another. And 
they’re so excited and they’re so charged up they don’t know what to do. What makes 
the difference? One is in the wilderness, and the other is in Canaan. One is on a desert 
diet, and the other is feeding on the grapes and the figs and the pomegranates, and the 
milk, the honey, the blessings of Canaan. 

I tell you, lukewarmness is the worst form of blasphemy. We ought to be so excited 
about Jesus. We ought to have a burning, blazing, passionate, emotional love for the 
Lord Jesus Christ. But many people don’t have it, because they’ve been on a desert 
diet, and if they were honest, they’d say, “Our souls loathe this light bread. There’s 
nothing but that old manna.” (Numbers 21:5) But, you see, the thing about the manna 
was this: At least, it kept them alive. And every true Christian knows that Jesus, at least, 
is keeping him out of hell. You see, they were sick and tired of it, and couldn’t live 
without it. You know any Christians like that: sick and tired of it, and couldn’t live without 
it? You see, you have to pity the man who is dumped in the desert, stuck between 
Canaan and Egypt, don’t you? He knows he needs the Lord Jesus Christ. He would 
never think of saying, “I don’t want any more bread from heaven,” because he knows 
he’d starve. But yet, on the other hand, if he’d be perfectly honest, he’d maybe rather be 
at a movie than in church tonight. But he’s here. 

All right now, what’s the difference? What’s the difference? You know you need the 
Lord, and that’s why you’re here: not able to live with it, and you know you couldn’t live 
without it. The most miserable man in the world is not necessarily a lost man. The most 
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miserable man in the world is a saved man, who has come out of Egypt, but he hasn  ’t 
entered into Canaan, and he  ’s dumped in the desert. You have to feel sorry for these 
people, and especially people who have been in the wilderness for forty years. Do you 
know, I daresay, there are some people here tonight who have been in the wilderness 
for forty years, and you’ve been grinding it out, grinding it out, singing songs about 
Canaan, singing songs about hoping to die one day and go to “the land that is fairer 
than day,” when God wants you to have victory tonight! God wants you to know the 
fullness of God tonight! 

III. A Defeated Pastor
All right, but not only did they have a doubting spirit; and not only did they have a desert 
diet; but I want you to know, they also had a defeated pastor. And that was the problem, 
really. Look at poor Moses in Numbers chapter 20 and verse 5. Go back to that 
passage of Scripture that’s our home base, the one we started with. And so the people 
are complaining to Moses. He’s been their pastor for forty years, and they said, “You’ve 
bought us to an evil place.” (Numbers 20:5) 

Did you know that Moses pastored the First Baptist Church in the wilderness? 
Moses was an evangelist, but he didn’t know anything about the deeper life. Moses 
knew how to get them out, but he didn’t know how to get them in. He knew how to 
preach the blood, but he didn’t know how to preach the fullness. He got them out of 
Egypt, but he never got them into Canaan. And after forty years of pastoring the First 
Baptist Church in the wilderness, all they could say to him is: “You brought us to an evil 
place.” 

They were sick of him. And he was sick of them. That’s right. He was like the pastor 
who left his church and somebody asked him why he left. He said, “Health reasons.” He 
said, “They were sick of me”—health reasons. 

I heard about a pastor. He just took over a church, and the former pastor left an 
envelope on his desk. And in that envelope was a letter and three small envelopes, and 
it said, “If you come to the place—and you will come to it very soon—when you don’t 
know what to do in this church, because,” he said, “these are bad people, and you’re 
going to have a lot of trouble, but,” he said, “when you come to that place,” he said, 
“open the first envelope. When you come to the place when you don’t know what else to 
do, just open these envelopes in order.” 

So the pastor pastored the church for about six months. The honeymoon was over in 
a big hurry. Before long, he was just snub up against it; he didn’t know what to do: it 
was just terrible. And so he opened the first envelope. And in there was some advice. It 
said, “Blame it on your predecessor”—“Blame it on your predecessor.” So he did. And 
things got better—for about three months. Then, they got worse than they’d ever been. 
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And he got so desperate he went back to the second envelope and opened the second 
envelope. And the second envelope said, “Blame it on the denomination.” So he did that 
for a while, and things got better—for a little while. And then, they got worse than they’d 
ever been. And with trembling fingers, he opened the last envelope. And he took out the 
note and read it, and it said, “Prepare three envelopes.” 

Moses was a defeated pastor. He was sick of them, and they were sick of him. I 
don’t want to pastor a church like that. I don’t want to pastor a wilderness congregation. 
God never intended for a congregation to dwell in the wilderness. God never intended 
for a congregation to be going around in circles. God brought us out, dear friends, that 
He might bring us in. 

Now, when Moses went to the Lord and he said, “Lord, these people are 
complaining because they don’t have any water to drink,” God said to Moses, “Moses, 
go speak to the rock, and water will come out, and everybody will have enough water to 
drink. Just go speak to the rock.” Now, what rock was that? You remember the rock 
because they’d had an episode like this before, and that time the Lord said, “Moses, 
take your rod and strike the rock, and water will come out.” And Moses did just what the 
Lord told him to do. And when Moses smote the rock, water came out, and the people 
drank. 

Now, what does all of that mean? What is the symbolism? Well, if you know your 
Bible, you know. For the Bible says clearly that rock was what? Christ. (1 Corinthians 
10:4) That smitten rock speaks of the Lord Jesus Christ who was “smitten of God, and 
afflicted.” (Isaiah 53:4) He is “the rock of our salvation.” (Psalm 95:1) And from Him 
comes the river, the waters of life: “If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink.” 
(John 7:37) That’s the symbolism in the Old Testament. That rock that was smitten 
spoke of Christ. 

But how many times did Christ have to die for our sins? Two times? Three times? 
Four times? How many times? One time! One time—that’s all. He was smitten, never to 
be smitten again. And I wanted to tell you, when Jesus Christ died on that cross in 
agony and blood, on that cross He purchased for you all you’ll ever need—never again 
to be smitten, only to be spoken to, amen? You see? 

What was Moses’ crime? Some people say Moses sinned in that he lost his temper. 
That wasn’t it. Moses, he did lose his temper. We can hardly blame him, but he did. But 
that wasn’t what it was. There was never a greater leader than Moses, I don’t believe, 
on the face of the earth. Moses was a man of great stature in every way. And yet, 
Moses did not enter into the Promised Land. Moses, this great preacher, this great 
leader, this great warrior, this great man, committed a sin that was so terrible that God 
never let Moses enter into the Promised Land. What was it? God said, “Moses, because 
you’ve done this, you’re not going to enter into the land. You’re not going to lead this 
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congregation.” And what did he do? He failed to sanctify God in the eyes of the people. 
Moses smote that rock again rather than speaking to the rock. 

When Jesus Christ died on Calvary, He provided for you all that you’ll ever need. 
And it is unbelief—it is smiting the rock rather than speaking to the rock—that gets us in 
our trouble right now. Don’t you realize right now that Jesus has died for you? Don’t you 
know right now that He has provided all that is necessary for you to live in Canaan? And 
don’t you realize if you would but by faith speak to the rock, out of your innermost being 
would flow rivers of living water? “But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe 
on him should receive.” (John 7:39) 

Conclusion 
Moses was an unbelieving believer. And Moses, as great as he was, didn’t enter into 
Canaan. Did you know some of our leading deacons with fine minds and long lines of 
service may not enter into Canaan, because they simply won’t speak to the rock? Some 
of our finest Sunday School teachers, who have been great leaders maybe for forty 
years, may not enter into Canaan, because they won’t speak to the rock. They simply 
will not take by faith the birthright that is theirs. Jesus Christ has died once for all, never 
to be repeated. And in His gracious, plenteous death at Calvary, there is provided for 
you all that you need to live the victorious life. 

Now, Moses led them around in the wilderness for forty years, but he never led them 
in. There are some of you who think if you could change your location; maybe, you 
think, if you could move to another city; maybe, you think, if you could move your 
membership to another church; maybe, you think, if you could just get another situation, 
another job… It doesn’t matter where you move, dear friend, if you’re moving around in 
the wilderness. You need to move out and in by faith. 
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 The Cure for Snake Bite  
By Adrian Rogers 

Main Scripture Text:  Numbers 21:5–9  

“And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole, and it came to pass, that if 
a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived.” 

NUMBERS 21:9 

Outline 
I. The Sinful Rebellion
II. A Sure Retribution
III. A Saving Remedy

A. It Was God’s Remedy
B. It Was the Only Remedy
C. It Was a Sufficient Remedy
D. It Was a Never-Failing Remedy

IV. A Simple Requirement
A. It Was Easy
B. It Was Simple

Conclusion	  

Introduction 
Amen. Thank you my dear sister. And all of God's people said amen. You know the 
Lord Jesus is our pilot. Your husband is a pilot. I know why you sing that song you need 
another pilot don't you? Oh yes, we're so grateful for the Lord Jesus Christ who is our 
pilot. I think I told you one time that we had someone who sang a song very similar to 
that, "Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me," on Sunday morning. And very shortly after that a 
member of my church took me flying in one of these airplanes. And I didn't know it but 
he was the kind that liked to loop-the-loop and fly upside down with me strapped in and 
nothing over me with just a pair of goggles and my tie flapping in the breeze. And that 
song never meant more to me Jesus, Savior, pilot me. 

I'm glad you're here tonight and I am so grateful for people who love the Lord Jesus 
on the fourth of July. And I'm so proud, again, of these young people in the choir tonight 
and for this tremendous number that they did that stirred our hearts. And you know 
many of the youth choir are in North Carolina. And Brother Whitmire is up there and our 
bell choir is there. But these have done such a splendid job and they're really to be 
commended. And they don't know it, or maybe they do know it, but I want to tell you kids 
you helped me to preach. And I thank God for you and your love for the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
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Now tonight I want to speak to you on this subject, the cure for snakebite. Would you 
open your Bibles please to Numbers chapter 21 and we'll start with verse 5. How many 
Bibles here tonight? Let me see them. Oh great, isn't that beautiful all colors. Thank 
you. Take them down. Numbers chapter 21, verse 5. You'll get so much more out of the 
services if you bring your Bibles. All right, starting in verse 5: "And the people spake 
against God, and against Moses, Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt to die 
in the wilderness? for there is no bread, neither is there any water; and our soul loatheth 
this light bread. And the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the 
people; and much people of Israel died.  

Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, We have sinned, for we have 
spoken against the Lord, and against thee; pray unto the Lord, that he take away the 
serpents from us. And Moses prayed for the people. And the Lord said unto Moses, 
Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that every 
one that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live. And Moses made a serpent of 
brass, and put it upon a pole, and it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man, 
when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived." 

Now that is the Old Testament story. Now I want you to see the New Testament 
truth. And so turn to John chapter 3 for just one moment. And in John chapter 3 we take 
up reading in verse 14, Jesus said, " And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: That whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have eternal life. For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that 
the world through him might be saved. He that believeth on him is not condemned: but 
he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name 
of the only begotten Son of God." 

The Bible describes Satan as a snake in the grass. He is called in the Bible, "that old 
serpent."  

I heard of a country church one time when the preacher, was recently home from 
school, was using a few big words but it was a church where they weren't used to those 
kind of words. And he announced that this congregation needed to curtail the works of 
the devil. And he said this several times and one dear sister at that church got so 
excited and she stood up and said out loud, "Amen, that's right. Cut his tail slap dab off." 

Now we do need to curtail the works of the devil. Satan in the Bible is described as a 
serpent, as a snake. These are the terms that the Bible uses. And indeed we 
understand why for in chapter 3 of the book of Genesis Satan came transformed himself 
into a serpent and spoke to Eve there in the Garden of Eden. And so it is altogether 
significant that we see in this story before us that the devil is represented as a serpent 
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and he is represented as the serpent who has injected the entire human race with the 
venom of sin. Every man, every boy, every girl ever born into this world has been bitten 
by the fatal fangs of the deadly devil. There is a poison that has been injected into the 
veins of the human race. And the whole human race is deftly sick, sick unto death, and 
needs a remedy. 

With that in mind you can understand this Old Testament a little better in the book of 
Numbers. And so there are four chapters in the story that I want you to see.  

I. The Sinful Rebellion
The first chapter that I want you to see is this, the sinful rebellion. Notice in verse 5: 
"And the people spake against God, and against Moses, Wherefore have ye brought us 
up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no bread, neither is there any 
water; and our soul loatheth this light bread."  

There are two things they rebelled against. First of all, they rebelled against the way 
they were led. Secondly, they rebelled against the way they were fed. They didn't like 
the way they were led. They said, "Why did you bring us out here in the wilderness? 
What kind of a plan is this? We're going to die out here. We don't like your plan God. 
We have a better plan." What they were saying is this, they didn't want God's way they 
wanted their own way. Isn't that what sin is? Isn't that what sin is when a man, a sinner, 
says, "Lord, I don't want your way. I want my way." There is a way that seemeth right to 
a man but the end thereof are the ways of death.  

They did not want the way of the Lord. And so it is with the people of this world 
today, and the people of this age today, and the people of this place today. They don't 
want God's way. They say, "Please God, let me have my way. I know a better way." 
And man promises himself utopia but he's headed head long to Armageddon. He 
doesn't want God's way. They rebelled against God's way. 

I heard of a countryman who had been studying a little bit and he'd just learned that 
the circumference of the earth was about 25,000 miles. He'd just learned that for the 
first time. And somebody came to him and asked directions to the next town. He said, 
"How far is it to the next town?" He said, "Well the way you're headed right now it is 
24,996 miles but if you turn around it's only four miles." 

Now many of us are going our own way. It's the wrong way. It's a long way. It's the 
way away from God. And the Bible says we need to repent. We need to turn around and 
go God's way. What was the sinful rebellion? Number one, they rebelled against the 
way they were led. They didn't want God's way. They wanted their way. 

Number two, they rebelled against the way they were fed. They said our souls hate, 
loath this light bread. What was the light bread? Now it wasn't store-bought bread 
compared to biscuits. You know, I used to go out sometimes and eat in Mississippi and 
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they deserve that bread, you know, that you buy from Marita or Wonder Bread and the 
men of the house would get kind of upset. They'd call that light bread. They want either 
cornbread or biscuits. Well that's not what they meant here when they said our souls 
loath his light bread. What they meant was we don't like this manna.  

You see, the whole time the Lord had been feeding these Israelites while they were 
in the desert, He'd been feeding them with bread from heaven. It was manna. And 
everybody who knows their Bible knows that the bread from heaven represented 
whom? Jesus. Do you remember He said in John chapter 6, "I'm the bread from 
heaven. I am heaven's bread." And the manna was a picture of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
And so, do you understand what this is in type? Do you understand the spiritual 
significance of this sin? They were saying, "We don't want God's way. We don't want 
God's Christ. We want our own way. And we don't need God's savior." That's what they 
were saying in type. That's the picture in type.  

They rebelled against the way they were led. They rebelled against the way they 
were fed. They said, "We don't want heavens bread. We want the world's garlic. We 
want to get back to Egypt. We want the melons and the leaks and onions and the garlic. 
We don't want heaven's bread. Our souls loath this light bread." They were saying, "We 
hate God's plan for us and we hate God's Christ." In typology that's what they were 
saying. 

II. A Sure Retribution
Now, I want you to notice chapter number two. Not only the sinful rebellion but I want 
you to notice the sure retribution. I want you to notice what happened. Look in verse 6 
of this chapter, "And the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the 
people; and much people of Israel died." Now as I've already said, the serpent is a 
symbol of sin. The very word sin starts with a crooked "S" that reminds us of the 
writhing snake. You can't even say the word sin without hearing the hiss of the snake. 
The serpent has been a symbol of sin. And when these people said, "We don't want 
God's bread," then they chose the serpent. They turned from God and they chose the 
serpent. 

Now I want you to notice there are two things about these serpents that are 
mentioned here in verse 6. In the first place, they were called fiery serpents. The Bible 
says God sent fiery serpents. That does not mean they were on fire. It does not mean 
they were burning. I think some commentators feel that it might have meant the 
copperous color of the serpent. But I believe it refers to the pain of the sting of the 
venom that was injected. When a person was bitten by one of these serpents, he 
contracted a terrible burning fever and every nerve in his body became a strand of 
flame and every vein became a stream of liquid fire and his head with throb with pain 
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and heat. 
Fiery serpents, and what does this tell us? Dear friend, it tells us, you know, that 

there is nothing good about sin. That sin is painful. The Bible says the way of the 
transgressor is hard. You know, there are people sometimes to say, "Oh man I don't 
want to be a Christian. It's so hard to be a Christian." Where did you ever get that idea? 
It's not hard to be Christian. That's the devil's lie. It is not hard to be a Christian. It is 
hard not to be a Christian. The Bible says the way of the transgressor is hard. People 
take more pains to go to hell than God's people do to go to heaven.  

Jesus said, "Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for my yoke is easy and my burden 
is light." He didn't say it's hard. He said it's easy. It's easy and if you could only 
understand this. Man, it is a terrific life to be a Christian. Why go around with the pain of 
the serpent in your veins? Why go around with a fiery serpent dangling from your finger 
and that pain coursing through your body? The way of the transgressor is hard.  

If I had 1000 lives I'd give them to Christ every one of them. I'd be a Christian if there 
were no heaven. Man, don't feel sorry for me because I'm a Christian. Don't say, "Well 
poor preacher he never has any fun." Man listen, I've had some thrills in my life. I even 
made a few touchdowns. I had a thrill when I sat out there on that moonlight night and 
turn to Joyce and said wilt thou and she wilted. That was a thrill. I've had some things 
that are fun in my life. But I'll tell you something, there is no thrill, there is no joy, there is 
no delight like the delight of serving the Lord Jesus Christ. I mean that out of my heart, 
out of my soul.  

The Bible says the way of the transgressor is hard. Remember these were fiery 
serpents. And in jails, and hospitals, in broken homes all tell the story of the fiery pains 
of sin. I pity the poor sinner. It pains him to keep his sin and it pains him to give it up. 
Have pity upon the man outside of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

But not only was the sting of the serpent fiery, this verse also tells us it was fatal. Not 
only did it bring pain, it brought death. The Bible says James chapter 1, verse 15: "And 
sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death." You cannot fondle the deadly viper of sin 
without having its fangs pierce your flesh and to have the poison of death in your 
system. One of God's laws written in the universe just as true as the law of gravity, just 
as true as the law of centripetal force, is the law of sin and death. The soul that sinneth 
it shall surely die. Sin when it is finished bringeth forth death. 

Now sometimes people say, "Well, I don't believe that. I'm getting along fine right 
now." Well there's a way that seemeth right unto man but the end thereof are the ways 
of death. My blood ran cold as I heard for the first time this story of these three Russian 
astronauts who landed after a seemingly perfect spaceflight. And when the capsule was 
opened there were three dead men. Everything seemed perfect. There's a way that 
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seemeth right unto man but the end thereof are the ways of death. And oh won't it be 
terrible dear friend when you come to your final touchdown, that final splash down, 
when you stand before Almighty God and find out that you're going to reap the wages of 
sin which is death. The two things that we learn in verse 6 is this that the bite of the 
serpent is fiery and the bite of the serpent is fatal. 

III. A Saving Remedy
Know I want you to notice the third chapter. Not only the sinful rebellion, not only the 
sure retribution, but verses 7 and 8 tell us about the saving remedy. These people came 
to the Lord and they said to Moses, God's representative, "Moses, do something. Ask 
God to take away the snakes." But did you notice God didn't take away the snakes. But 
God did lift up a solution in the midst of the pollution. He didn't kill the snakes but he 
sent a way of escape. Some people say why doesn't God kill the devil if He's God? It is 
not God's way to kill the devil but it is God's way to provide the Savior. And we need to 
understand this is what the Lord did in verses 7 and 8: "Therefore the people came to 
Moses, and said, We have sinned, for we have spoken against the Lord, and against 
thee; pray unto the Lord, that he take away the serpents from us. And Moses prayed for 
the people. And the Lord said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a 
pole: and it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, 
shall live." 

A. It Was God’s Remedy
Now this was God's saving remedy. The first thing I want you to notice is that it was 
God's remedy. The Bible says in verse 8, "and the Lord said." Since it was God's 
remedy we know, dear friend, we'd better pay attention. Why did God choose such a 
strange remedy? Here they are they've been bitten by fiery serpents. Why did God say 
take a serpent of brass? Well in the first place you know already that the serpent is a 
symbol of sin. 

Now secondly, what is brass a symbol of? In the Bible, brass is a symbol of 
judgment. Do you remember in the tabernacle that the sacrifice was sacrificed upon a 
brazen altar? Do you remember in the book of Revelation when the Lord Jesus Christ 
comes back in judgment that His feet are like fine burnished brass? Brass has been 
forever in the Bible a symbol of judgment.  

Now watch it, the serpent a symbol of sin, brass a symbol of judgment, a pole a 
symbol of a curse. Cursed is everyone that hangeth upon a tree. And here the serpent 
of brass is hung upon a tree. Do you see the picture? Is it not crystal clear to you that 
this serpent hanging up on that tree under judgment is a picture of Jesus Christ who is 
made sin for us and then took the fires of God's judgment upon Himself? The Bible 
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says, "Him who knew no sin God has made to be sin for us." 
You say, "Brother Rogers, could a serpent ever be a symbol of Jesus?" Jesus 

became for us what that serpent represented. Him who knew no sin God has made to 
be sin for us. And that serpent upon a pole is a symbol of Christ upon a cross taking the 
judgment of our sin. Oh, how you ought to love the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ died 
voluntarily. He died willingly. He lay down his life. He said no man taketh my life from 
me I lay it down of myself. And in the truest sense Jesus Christ was not held to that 
cross by nails. He could've moved that hand anytime He wanted. He could've called for 
legions of angels. He was held to that cross by the golden cords of love.  

Jesus died voluntarily. Jesus died victoriously. He said, "Now shall the prince of this 
world be cast out." Jesus died to crush the serpent's head. And Jesus Christ died 
vicariously that is He died in my place. He took all the pain, all the suffering, all the hell 
that I ought to take. Hallelujah for the cross. Thank God it was God's remedy. It pointed 
to the Lord Jesus Christ who said, "As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness 
even so must the Son of Man be lifted up." Don't you see it? That serpent in the 
wilderness was a clear shining example of the Lord Jesus who took our sins, who took 
our judgment, who took our hell. You'll never know how much Jesus suffered until you 
get to heaven if you know Him. Only the damned in hell can begin to know 

Cicero who was a Roman historian wrote, after he'd seen many Roman executions, 
he said, "Sometimes men were so driven out of their heads by pain that they became 
stark raving maniacs on the cross. And many times the Romans would cut out their 
tongues while they were crucified to keep them from screaming and cursing and 
blaspheming. Cut out there very tongues. This is what Jesus Christ endured for us. As 
Jesus Christ groaned in agony and blood upon the tree and cried out, "My God, my 
God, why has thou forsaken me." Because the Savior had become for us the serpent. 
He had taken our sin and God Himself turned His back. And Jesus walked the burning 
corridors of the damned all alone for us. It was God's remedy. 

B. It Was the Only Remedy
The second thing I want you notice is it was the only remedy. God didn't say now Moses 
here are two or three things you might try. He didn't say now if the people don't like the 
brass serpent idea we have several other ways for them. There was only one way. It 
was the same for the poor man. It was the same for the rich man. It was the same for 
the educated man. It was the same for the ignorant man. Jesus said, "I am the way, the 
truth, and the life. No one comes unto the father but by me." It was God's remedy. 
Therefore, it was the only remedy. 

C. It Was a Sufficient Remedy
I want to say thirdly bless God it was a sufficient remedy. It met every need. No matter 
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where a person was bitten he could still be healed. Perhaps he was bitten on the toe, 
his foot could be healed. Perhaps he was bitten on the hand, his hand could be healed. 
Perhaps on the ear. It mattered not where the man was bitten. You see, dear friend, do 
you get the significance? It doesn't matter what kind of sin you have. I don't care 
whether yours is a mental sin, a moral soon, a mechanical sin, or any other kind to sin, 
the blood of Jesus Christ God's Son can make the vilest clean.  

What is your sin? I don't care. Every blotch, every blur, every blemish, every stain 
that ever came across a human soul, the blood of Jesus Christ is sufficient to cleanse. 
The blood of Jesus Christ God's Son cleanses us from all sin. It doesn't matter how 
many times a man was bitten. There's some people they amaze me. They say, "Well I'm 
not a bad sinner." They fail to understand the Bible says, "For whosoever shall keep the 
whole law and yet offend in one point the same is guilty of all." 

Now you know how deadly a cobra is. Suppose you get bitten by a cobra and I say, 
"Man, you're in bad shape." You say, "Don't worry about me. I was only bitten once." 
Wouldn't that be strange? "I know a lot of people who have been bitten more times than 
that and I've only been bitten once." Well friend once is enough to kill you when it 
comes to a cobra bite. And once is enough to put you under judgment when it comes to 
sin. But on the other hand, suppose a man had been bitten fifty times. It was still a 
sufficient remedy. 

D. It Was a Never-Failing Remedy
Now I want to say another thing about it. Not only was it God's remedy, not only was it 
the only remedy, not only was it a sufficient remedy, but I want to say bless God it was a 
never failing remedy. Everyone looked was healed. No one was excepted. Everyone 
was healed when they looked, when they looked to Jesus. Sinner friend tonight, do you 
wonder if Jesus would save you? Do you wonder that if you gave your heart to Jesus 
would he really save him? Friend, from that time that dying thief looked to Jesus Christ 
as He was lifted up to that cross to this very hour, never a sin sick soul ever looked to 
Jesus Christ in faith and was turned away. If you can show me anytime, anyplace, 
anywhere where anybody ever asked Jesus Christ in sincerity to save them and Jesus 
didn't do it, I'll close my Bible and never preach again.  

Jesus Christ Himself said, "Him that cometh unto me, I will in no wise cast out." Now 
you must mean business. You must want the Lord. But I promise you on the authority of 
the Word of God that this remedy is a never failing remedy. To every sin sick, guilt 
burdened, habit enslaved sinner, I say tonight look! Look my friend to Jesus Christ. And 
what happens when you look to Christ? Just as those Israelites looked to that serpent of 
brass, when they looked not only did something happen outwardly, not only was it an 
experiment, it was an experience. Something happened inwardly. They were changed. 
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A new power coursed through their bloodstream. A healing flow came inside of them. 
God did not remove the serpents but the power of the serpent was broken.  

When you get saved God does not kill the devil and God doesn't take away your 
temptation and God doesn't even make it where you can never be bitten again. Sure, a 
child of God can slip into sin but hallelujah once you look then something happens to 
you. And the blood of Jesus Christ God's Son cleanses, that is it continues to cleanse, 
from all sin. It is a never failing remedy. 

One man was being approached about the Lord Jesus Christ and invited to come to 
Jesus. And he said, "Oh," he said, "I've lived so long in sin that I have so many habits. 
The chain of sin is so strong I cannot get free and come to Jesus." A Christian man 
listening to him said, "Well then come to Jesus chain and all." Bring the chain to Jesus. 
Just as I am without one plea but that thy blood was shed for me. O Lamb of God I 
come to the. I come. I don't care what your sin is. I don't care how strong your habit is. I 
don't care what your problem is. Jesus Christ is your answer. Jesus and Him alone. 

IV. A Simple Requirement
Now I want to do notice the last thing in this story. Not only the sinful rebellion, not only 
the sure retribution, not only the saving remedy, but I want you to notice the simple 
requirement. What were these people to do for this remedy to be their remedy? Oh, it's 
so simple. It is so plain. Look in verse 9: "And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put 
it upon a pole, and it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man, when he 
beheld the serpent of brass, he lived." Can you think of anything more simple than that? 
It's just look and live, my brother, live. Look and live. All he had to do was just simply 
this was to look.  

A. It Was Easy
Notice the simple requirement. First of all, it was easy. You didn't have to work for it. He 
didn't have to wait for it. You didn't have to pay for it. You didn't have to pay for it. All 
you had to do was to look at what already had been done. Friend, the plan of salvation 
is so easy that some people don't get saved because they're looking for something hard 
to do. Did you know that? They're looking for something complicated. 

B. It Was Simple
Not only is it easy but it's also simple. Simple, just look. Look to Jesus. That's it.

There was life for a look. Nothing to earn not a lot to learn but just look. That's the 
reason I say about salvation it's simply glorious and gloriously simple. God wanted it to 
be that way. You may be smart but because you're smart you don't have a head start. 
You may have a high IQ but that may become a stumbling block for you. For God hath 
hidden these things from the wise and the prudent and God hath revealed them unto 
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babes.  
Listen, it is so simple. If you go to hell it will be because you did not want to be 

saved. Don't say you can't understand the plan of salvation. It is not so high that you get 
up to it. It is so low that you get down to it. It is easy. It is simple. It is personal. The 
Bible says when any man looked. Now no one could look for him. There's no such thing 
as being healed by proxy. You had to do it yourself. Your mom can't do it for you. Your 
dad can't do for you. Your pastor can't do it for you. Your denomination can't do for you. 
The First Baptist Church of Merritt Island can't do it for you. It's easy. It's simple. It's 
personal. But it's necessary. There's no other way. 

Conclusion 
Can you imagine some of those people arguing back in this time? Let's bring up-to-date 
and let's listen to some of the argument. Here's the serpent upon the pole. Here are the 
people with the deadly venom of sin within their veins facing death, sure certain death. 
Now let's listen. I say, "Friend, there's God's remedy. Look and live." Do I hear a man 
say, "Well, I'll tell you fella. I don't believe I need to do that because I know a lot of 
people down at the church who are snake bit worse than I am." Wouldn't that be kinda 
dumb? Here's a man, he's dying now, and he says, "Well, I know a lot of folks down at 
the church who are bitten worse than I am." Now isn't that strange that a man hopes to 
go to heaven on the sins of other people? That he stretches himself out in the gutter 
alongside some other sinner and says, "I'm a little longer than he is." 

Or I say, "Hey fella you're in bad shape. You better look to Jesus." "Oh," he says, "I'll 
tell you what; I'll just shake off the snake." That is, I'll reform. I won't do this anymore. Or 
suppose you were to stop sinning right now and never sin again. You're sin a sinner, 
right? It's not reform that you need. You need to be born again. It's not to shake off the 
snake it's to look to Christ in faith. 

Well I say to another man, "Look fella you're dying. You better look and live." He 
says, "Well I know I'm in bad shape but I'm not going to look until I get better." Did you 
ever know anyone like that? "Friend, you better come to Jesus. You better get saved." 
"Well I'm not going to come to Jesus. I'm not going to join the church and I'm not going 
to get saved until I get everything all figured out. Until I get better. I've got some habits 
in my life and some problems in my life. And when I get all those things straightened out 
then I'm going to come." Fella, you may be so straightened out you'll be in a casket. 
"But I'm going to wait until I'm better and then I'm going to look." Now wouldn't that be 
absurd. But I've heard things like that right here in this city. 

Or here's a man who says, "Well I'll tell you what, I've been snake bitten and I know 
it and I'm sorry and I'll promise never to be snake bitten again." That's not the problem 
friend. You've already been bitten. He needs to look and live. Or I see another man and 
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I say, "Fella listens, you're in bad shape. You better turn. You better look. You better 
live." He says, "Well, I'd like to but to tell you the truth I hate to give up my snake. I just 
hate to give him up."  

Friend listen, when you give up sin you're not giving up anything great. The only 
things God will ask you to give up are the things that will hurt you. That's all. The Lord 
thy God is the sun and a shield and no good thing will He withhold from them that walk 
uprightly. That would be like a person saying, "Well I'd like to be healed but I just hate to 
give up my cancer." It would be just as silly. You say, "Well I don't want to join the 
church because God's going to ask me to give up something." The only thing God asks 
you to give up is those things that bring death to you. 

I say, "Look, you better look and live." He says, "Well, I know I'm snake bitten. I 
know all that but I'm waiting until I have the right feeling. And when I get the right feeling 
then I'm going to look and live. But right now I'm waiting on the healing feeling." Now 
wouldn't that be kinda dumb? I mean when he knows he's dying. People sit in church 
and you preach Christ and you say that Christ died to save them. And you present the 
plan of salvation and they sit out there waiting, and waiting, and waiting. They don't 
know what they're waiting for. But they think that one of these days some strange 
sensation is going to come over them. They're going to feel angel wings brushing their 
face and a shot of electricity is going to go up their spine and goose bumps are going to 
break out all over and music will start to play and they'll get up out of their seat and float 
down the aisle. And they're going to say, "Hallelujah this is my night."  

Friend, those things come out of your imagination. They don't come out of the Word 
of God. The Bible says, "Whosoever will may come." It's just that simple. The only 
feeling that you need to feel is your need of Jesus Christ. Don't you put this thing in the 
realm of emotion. I'm not against emotion you now me better than that. I tell you my 
dear friend you're making a deadly mistake if you're waiting for some feeling before you 
come to Jesus Christ. If you'll give your heart to Jesus Christ and trust Him to save you 
and obey Him in believer's baptism and start to live for Him, you'll get all the feeling you 
need. But when you start looking for feeling you're not going to get one lick. 

You remind me of a man leaning up on an ax and I say, "What are you going to do?" 
He says, "I'm going to chop down a tree." I say, "Why don't you start chopping?" He 
says, "Well, I'm not going to start chopping until I work up a sweat." You serve Jesus 
Christ and forget about the feeling and you'll get what you need. "Oh, I'd like to look but 
I'm waiting for the healing feeling." Well don't wait. Come to Jesus right now. 

Oh I hear somebody else. I say, "Mister, you've been snake bitten you're dying. 
There's a remedy look and live." Well he says, "If you don't mind I think I'll try grandma's 
liniment. I heard that's pretty good for snake bite." And a man turns from God's plan. He 
turns from God's way and he substitutes his way. There's a way that seemeth right unto 

Copyright ©2022 Love Worth Finding Ministries, Inc. | Used by permission from the Rogers Family Trust. | www.LWF.org/ARLC 
106



man but the end thereof are the ways of death. 
I say to another man, "Man listen, you're dying you better look and live." And he 

says, "No sir not me. I'm not going to look at the serpent because I don't like Moses." 
Now what's that got to do with it? "Not me I'm not about to get saved. I don't like that 
Adrian Rogers." What's that got to do with it? The Bible didn't say believe on the 
preacher and thou shalt be saved. The Bible said believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and 
thou shalt be saved. 

Sometimes people don't like preachers and you might know why. They told Billy 
Sunday they said, "Bill, you're rubbing the fur on the cat the wrong way." He said, 
"That's right, the old cat's headed towards hell. If she'd turn around I'd be rubbing it the 
right way." Sure there were some people who didn't like Moses. They spoke against 
Moses. They didn't like Moses.  

And my dear friend the question is not what are you going to do with the First Baptist 
Church of Merritt Island. The question is not what are you going to do with some 
hypocrite in the First Baptist Church. The question is not what are you going to do with 
some preacher or some denomination. The question is what are you going to do with 
Jesus Christ? That's the question. What are you going to do with Jesus who's called the 
Christ? Well the Bible says as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness even so 
must the Son of Man be lifted up. That whosoever believeth in Him should not perish. 

Use your imagination. Go back with me now out in the wilderness to the camp of 
Israel. There's weeping and wailing, eyes are red from crying, cheeks are blanched 
white with fear, hands are trembling, no one is safe. The fiery reptiles are everywhere. 
Fear has immobilized the people. They are frozen with fear and all over there's the 
funeral dirge. See a mother and her two sons as they stand beside this little rift in the 
earth where they just buried the husband and a father and the breadwinner. They are 
there baptizing that grave with their tears and weeping and wailing. And about that time 
a shriek comes from the tent and another member of the family has been bitten by a 
fiery serpent even while at the funeral of this one. All their groans and prayers and 
agony and no one knows what to do. Can you imagine what it must have been like? 

Then imagine right in the middle of all of this someone comes running through the 
camp screaming at the top of his voice with a look of rapture on his face and he says, "A 
cure. Listen. Hey everybody. There's a cure. There's a cure." At first they think he's a 
madman. He says, "No listen, listen. We asked God to do something. Moses prayed. 
God gave a remedy. There's a cure. Believe it or not. God said to Moses, 'Moses, make 
a serpent out of brass and put it on a pole and tell the people that if they just look they 
will be saved.' Listen everybody it's the truth. It happened to me. I tell you it's the truth. 
All you have to do is look and live. If you don't believe it try it for yourself." 

Some believe, some run, some in desperation clutching at a straw. They run. They 
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look. They live. Life comes. A mother who's been healed runs back to her tent where 
her dying son is. Her son there with the fever in his body and the pain throbbing in his 
temples. His hands and his feet so weak he cannot lift them. She says, "Son, get up. Let 
mama carry you. Come son, God has provided a remedy. Come son." He says, "No 
mama I can't." "No son you must. Come I say come outside the tent." 

And she takes this boy outside the tent and she props him up and says, "Now look 
over yonder. Do you see it shining in the sun? Look! Look at it son. There it is. Look at 
it." And he lifts his languid eyes and he looks. "Oh," he says, "Mama I see it. I see it." 
And as he looks the pain leaves his body and the flush and the strength of youth surges 
through his body and he stands to his feet. He shouts. He leaps. He dances. He praises 
God. "Oh," he says, "Thank God. Thank God. Thank God." 

Now, I want you to imagine another scene. Another friend goes to the tent of an 
Israelite lying there dying of a serpent bite. And he says, "Listen my friend, listen. God is 
doing miraculous things in the land. God is healing people. God's saving people. Listen 
friend, you must look and live." Imagine this one dying of the serpent's bite. Imagine him 
saying, "Oh listen friend, don't tell me about the brass serpent theory. I've thought it 
through. It's not reasonable. What relationship does a twisted piece of brass on a pole 
have to me? I'm an intellectual man and I have decided that I am not going to be taken 
in by that." 

"But friend listen, I was healed. It happened to me." "You're one of those religious 
bigots. But I'll never be taken in by that." "You mean to say that you won't even truly 
give it a try." "No, I won't friend, not me." And in stunned unbelief the friend leaves the 
tent and the snake bitten victim dies. Can you imagine anything like that? Something 
very similar may happen in this auditorium tonight. For I am telling you my dear sweet 
friend as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so was Jesus lifted up. 
That whosoever believeth in Him should not perish but should have everlasting life. 
Let us pray. Father in heaven we thank you tonight for your Word. Oh for the 
preciousness of it. We thank you Lord that there has been a remedy, your remedy. Your 
son Jesus who is made to be sin for us and then judged for our sins. Thank you Jesus 
that we are not saved by good works but that we're saved by faith when we look to 
Jesus. Help us to look and to live. In Jesus name we pray, amen. 
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Introduction 
Take your Bibles, please, and turn to Numbers chapter 21. And while you’re turning, I 
want to quote the scripture in John the third chapter that says, “And as Moses lifted up 
the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life.” (John 3:14–15) Now, that was 
Jesus’ commentary on the passage of Scripture that we’re going to study this morning 
in Numbers chapter 2 as we’re speaking on this subject: “The Cure for Snakebite”—
“The Cure for Snakebite.” 

Oh, the Bible is a marvelous, wonderful book! And let me give you a clue to 
understanding the Bible. On every page somewhere is Jesus. All of the Bible is about 
Jesus. It is His book. And if you read the Bible and don’t find the story of Jesus, you 
better go back and reread the Bible. Now He may be there in type, He may be there in 
shadow, He may be there in illustration, He may be there in prophecy, He may be there 
in prediction, but Jesus Christ is there. Do you remember when Jesus Christ was 
walking on the road to Emmaus with those disciples after His resurrection? The Bible 
says, “He began at Moses and the prophets and showed them in all the Scriptures the 
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things concerning Himself.” (Luke 24:27) He started right in the book that I’m preaching 
from, and the other books, and showed them there “the things concerning Himself.” 

And there’s an Old Testament story about some snakes that bit the Israelites and 
then God gave a marvelous remedy—God gave a cure. We might have read that and 
not have known that it was an illustration of the Lord Jesus Christ had the Lord not told 
us in the New Testament that “as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so 
must the Son of man”—Jesus—“be lifted up.” (John 3:14) 

So, you see, there are not just four gospels; there are sixty-six gospels: thirty-nine in 
the Old Testament, twenty-seven in the New Testament. All of the Bible is about Jesus. 
It’s His story. Christ is the hero of the Bible. Sometimes people go to the Bible and try to 
find ammunition for an argument. Sometimes they try to read into the Bible some pet 
doctrine. If you’ll take the Bible and read the Bible and let it speak to you, it will point 
you to Jesus. That’s the purpose of the Bible. 

And so, let’s look at this passage of Scripture that we read for our devotional reading 
this morning in Numbers chapter 21, and I want you to start reading with me verses 5 
and 6. And the Bible says, “And the people spake against God, and against Moses, 
Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? for there is no 
bread, neither is there any water; and our soul loatheth this light bread.” (Numbers 21:5) 

I. Rebellion
Now, the first word that you can write out by verse 5 is the word rebellion. These 
people, the Israelites, out in the wilderness, were rebelling against God. Now, there 
were two things they didn’t like: They didn’t like the way they were led, and they didn’t 
like the way they were fed. They said, “Moses, why did you bring us out here? We’re 
going to die out here. We’re foolish for following you as you’ve said, ‘The Lord has said 
unto me…’” That is, they were rebelling against the Word of God. And then, secondly, 
they didn’t like the way that they were fed. They said, “Our souls are sick and tired of 
this light bread.” (Numbers 21:5) 

Now, fellows, when they said, “light bread,” they weren’t talking about Merita, or 
some kind of bread like that, as over against biscuits. My soul loathes that, too, when 
there are biscuits around; but that’s not what they were talking about. When they said, 
“Our souls loathe this light bread,” they were talking about the manna—the manna that 
came down. God was feeding them in the wilderness with a supernatural food that lay 
upon the ground, and it was called manna. And they were sick and tired of it. But the 
manna was a type or picture of the Lord Jesus Christ. And what they were saying when 
they said, “We don’t like the way we’re led, and we don’t like the way we’re fed,” they 
were saying, “We don’t want God’s Word, and we don’t want God’s Son.” That’s what 
they were saying in illustration; that’s what they were saying in type. It was a rebellion 
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against God, against His Word, and against His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, in type, in 
figure, I’m saying, tucked back over here in the Old Testament. 

And so, it’s very modern, isn’t it, because there are a lot of folks in Memphis, and 
there are a lot of folks in Arkansas, and there are a lot of folks around who don’t like the 
way God wants to lead them and the way God wants to feed them. We live in a 
rebellious generation. And the sinner boldly, braggingly, brazenly shakes his puny fist in 
the face of God and says, “God, I don’t like the way you’re doing things. I want to do it 
my own way. I want to be my own boss. I don’t want your Word, and I don’t want your 
Christ.” And so, you can write down, first of all, the word rebellion. 

II. Retribution
Now, the second word you might write down is the word retribution. Look in verse 6, if 
you will, and the Bible says, “And the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and 
they bit the people; and much people of Israel died.” (Numbers 21:6) You see, when 
you rebel, God has to judge you. God is a holy God, and if you rebel against the Lord, 
God sends retribution. 

In the Bible, the serpent has always been a symbol of sin and of Satan. It was Satan 
in the form of a serpent that beguiled Eve. Even as you say the word sin, you can hear 
the hiss of the serpent. Even the very word sin starts with the letter s that reminds us of 
the writhing serpent. And so God sent a serpent to bite the people, and these fiery 
serpents that bit the people remind us of the sure judgment of Almighty God upon sin. 

A. A Fiery Bite
Now I want you to notice how the Bible describes those serpents in verse 6. In the

Bible, the Bible says, first of all, that they were fiery serpents. (Numbers 21:6) Now I 
don’t think this alludes to the color of the serpents. I don’t think they were actually 
burning, but it means that when the serpent bit, when it struck, it sent a venom into the 
body that turned every nerve into a fiery strand of flames. A burning fever would rage 
through the body. The body would swell and throb, and the glands would be infected, 
and here a fire would rage in the very bosom of the person who’d been bitten. That is, it 
was a painful thing to be bitten by one of these fiery serpents. 

And let me say this about sin: Sometimes people get the idea that sin is fun. Don’t 
kid yourself. There’s no real fun in sin. There may be some temporary pleasure. But 
sometimes people get the idea that it’s easy to be a sinner and that it’s hard to be a 
Christian. You used to believe that. Some of you believe it right now. You say, “Well, 
one of these days, I’m going to have to be an ol’ Christian,” like being a Christian is like 
taking bad medicine in order to get well when you are sick. Let me tell you something, 
sweet friend: It is not hard to be a Christian; it is hard not to be a Christian. Jesus said, 
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“Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart.” (Matthew 
11:29) And Jesus said, “For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” (Matthew 11:30) 
That’s what Jesus said. Jesus said, “It’s sweet—it’s easy—to be a Christian.” 
Somebody says, “Oh, it’s hard to be a Christian.” No, it’s hard not to be a Christian. The 
Bible says, “The way of transgressors is hard.” (Proverbs 13:15) That’s right. 

You know, I’ve been preaching a long time, and I’ve met a lot of Christians: I’ve 
never met one who said, “I’m disappointed in Jesus”—not one! Not one! And I’ll tell you 
something else I’ve never met: I’ve never met somebody who has said, “I want to tell 
you how much the dear, sweet ol’ devil means to me.” No, I haven’t met that either. Oh, 
there are people who want to make out like it’s so hard to be a Christian. No, friend, it’s 
wonderful to be a Christian. I’d be a Christian if there were no heaven. I’d be a 
Christian if there were no hell. 

B. A Fatal Bite
Remember that the bite of the serpent is a fiery bite. But not only is it a fiery bite; it is

a fatal bite. Well, verse 6 says, “And much people of Israel died.” (Numbers 21:6) What 
was God showing them in the wilderness? God was showing them what we need to 
learn new and afresh today: that “the soul that sinneth, it shall die”; (Ezekiel 18:4, 20) 
that “the wages of sin is death.” (Romans 6:23) 

Now, our kids today—some of them, and some adults—are fooling around with a 
drug called LSD, “taking a trip.” But, you know, God referred to a kind of LSD in the 
Bible a long time ago in James chapter 1 and verse 15—and this is what God said: 
“Lust when it hath conceived bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth 
forth death.” (James 1:15) There it is: lust, sin, death. That’s God's order: l-s-d. Listen: 
lust, sin, death. This is the progression. You cannot sin and get away with it. Just as 
God has built into the universe the law of gravity, the law of centrifugal force, and other 
laws, God has built into the universe the law of sin and death. They are inseparable. 
And God, when He sent these fiery serpents into the camp of Israel, was showing that 
you cannot sin and get by with it. 

Now, dear friend, just as surely as you sin and don’t get forgiveness for your sin, you 
must die, for “the wages of sin is death.” (Romans 6:23) And so, first of all, we’ve seen 
rebellion: they didn’t like the way they were led; they didn’t like the way they were fed. 
And then, we’ve seen retribution: God sent serpents, the symbol of sin, to bite, to send 
judgment. And it was fiery, and it was fatal. 

III. Remedy
Now I want you to notice a third word, if you will, please, for just a moment, and I want 
you to notice the word remedy—remedy. Well, notice what happened—verses 7 and 8: 
“Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, We have sinned…”—that’s a good 
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starting place, isn’t it? You know, there’s one thing that God will not accept for sin—and 
that’s an alibi or an excuse. We want to call sin everything but sin, don’t we? But they 
came to the starting place; they admitted it. They came to God. They—“came to Moses, 
and said, We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD, and against thee; 
pray unto the LORD, that he take away the serpents from us. And Moses prayed for the 
people. And the LORD said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a 
pole: and it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, 
shall live.” (Numbers 21:7–8) And here was the remedy. 

Now, why did God say to do it this way? Notice what God did. God did not remove 
the serpents. So many times we pray, “Oh, God, why won’t you kill the devil?” and God 
doesn’t kill the devil. We say, “If the devil is doing all this terrible work in the world, why 
doesn’t God eradicate the devil?” Well, He doesn’t do that. He did something better. 
You see, God doesn’t kill the devil; He puts His Son of the cross. God doesn’t take 
away the devil; He raises up a solution in the midst of the pollution. And this is exactly 
what He did here in type. He said to Moses, “Moses, I want you to take some brass, and 
I want you to melt it, and I want you to form it into the shape of a writhing serpent. I want 
you to impale it upon a pole, and I want you to lift it up in the camp of Israel, and then 
you tell the people that when anybody who has been snake-bitten will look upon that 
serpent he will live.” This was God’s remedy. 

What was that a figure of? What was that a type of? It was a picture of Jesus. You 
say, “Oh, no, Brother Rogers, a snake could never be a picture of the lovely Savior.” 
Well, it was a picture of Jesus. For Jesus Christ Himself said, “As Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man…”—referring to Himself—“even 
so must [Jesus] be lifted up” (John 3:14)—just like that brass serpent so long ago. 

Why did God choose such a thing to be a symbol of Jesus? Because, you see, the 
serpent, really, is a symbol of sin. But when Christ was on the cross, what did He 
become for us? Sin. “Him who knew no sin God hath made to be sin for us.” (2 
Corinthians 5:21) And so that serpent, a symbol of sin, really, is a picture of Christ with 
the sin of the whole world upon Him. And why was the serpent made of brass? Well, in 
the Bible, as you understand Bible typology, you will understand that brass is a symbol 
of judgment. This is the reason that you see Christ pictured in the book of Revelation: 
His feet are like burnished brass. (Revelation 1:15) That is, Christ is going forth in 
judgment. And so, brass is a symbol of judgment. And so, the brazen serpent is a 
picture of sin being judged. It is a picture of sin under judgment. It is an Old Testament 
picture of Christ on the cross. 

Now, there are several things I want you to know about this remedy. This is the word 
we are thinking about right now: remedy. 
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A. It Was God’s Remedy
In the first place, I want you to notice it was God’s remedy. The Bible says in verse

8, “And the LORD said…” (Numbers 21:8) It was God’s remedy. You know, there are a 
lot of people, you talk to them today about religion and they think somehow we’re all un-
American if we just don’t put our arms around everybody and say, “Well, your religion is 
just as good as mine.” And if we act like we have something that we really believe in, 
they say, “My, you’re so narrow-minded.” Well, let me tell you something, friend: There’s 
only one way—and it’s God’s way. There’s only one remedy: it’s God’s remedy, not 
mine. 

I don’t think that the Baptists have God in the bottle with a cork on top. Somebody 
says, “You’re one of those narrow-minded people who only think Baptists are going to 
heaven.” No, I’m a lot more narrow-minded than that: I don’t think a lot of Baptists are 
going to make it. And then I know a lot of folks who are not Baptist who are certainly 
going to heaven. But I tell you, if they go, they are going God’s way. People say, “Well, 
I’m looking for a religion that suits me.” Well, you’d better start looking for one that suits 
God. You see, this was God’s remedy; this was God’s way. “The LORD said…” And 
what God says, we had better say. 

B. It Was the Only Remedy
Now we’re talking about the remedy. I’m saying that it was God’s remedy. I want to

say, therefore, secondly, it was the only remedy. You see, Moses didn’t say, “Now, 
here’s one way; here’s the serpent upon a pole. Now, if you don’t like that, you can try 
Grandma’s liniment.” He didn’t say that. You see, this was the only way. When it’s 
God’s remedy, it’s the only remedy. Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no 
man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” (John 14:6) It was the same for the rich man; 
it was the same for the poor man. It was the same for the ignorant man; it was the same 
for the educated man. It was God’s remedy. It was the only remedy. 

C. It Was a Sufficient Remedy
I want you to notice, thirdly, it was a sufficient remedy. Since it was God’s remedy,

there was nothing wrong with it. It didn’t matter how many times a person had been 
bitten: it was sufficient for him. It didn’t matter where he’d been bitten. Here’s a man 
who had been bitten on the ear: good for him. Here’s a man bitten on the big toe: good 
for him. Here’s a man bitten on the elbow: he can be healed. You see, it doesn’t matter 
what kind of sin you’ve committed; it doesn’t matter what your problem is. Somebody 
says, “Well, I have done such-and-such a thing: can God forgive me?” Friend, “the 
blood of Jesus Christ [God’s] Son cleanseth from all sin.” (1 John 1:7) There’s not a 
stain, not a blot, not a blur, not a blemish that ever came across a human soul that the 
blood of Jesus Christ is not sufficient for. It was a sufficient remedy. No matter where 
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you were bitten—all matter of sin—no matter how many times you’ve been bitten, no 
matter how bad a sinner you are, there’s good news: there’s a remedy. 

D. It Was a Never-Failing Remedy
Now it was God’s remedy. It was the only remedy. It was a sufficient remedy. I want

to say, then, it was a never-failing remedy. Everybody that looked was healed. And I am 
going to tell you something today: If you really want Christ to save you, and if you will 
really trust Christ to save you, I will guarantee you on the authority of this book that He 
will save you. If you trust Him, He will never fail you. Jesus Christ said, “Him that 
cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.” (John 6:37) And could you show me and prove 
to me any time, any place, anywhere where anybody ever truly asked Christ to save 
them, and He did not, I’d close my Bible and never preach again, because that just 
cannot happen. Christ is a Savior that will save anybody who comes to Him. His remedy 
is a never-failing remedy. Now, that’s the third word I wanted you to notice, therefore: 
the word remedy. 

IV. Requirement
Now, the last word I want you to notice this morning is the word requirement. What was 
required for this remedy to be effective in one’s life? Well, I want you to look again in 
verse 8, if you will: “And the LORD said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, and set 
it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, when he looketh 
upon it, shall live.” (Numbers 21:8) There was the requirement—so simple: “…when he 
looketh upon it, shall live.” What did people have to do to be healed? All they had to do 
was look. Look and live, my brother—live! Look to Jesus now and live! 

Now I want you to notice several things about the requirement. 

A. It Was Easy
It was so easy—so easy. You see, it’s not hard to be saved; it’s easy to be saved.

People take more pains to go to hell than they do to heaven. I mean, if you go to hell, 
you work your way there. “The wages of sin is death;”—you see, you’re collecting your 
pay—“but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” (Romans 6:23) 
They didn’t have to work for it. They didn’t have to wait for it. They didn’t have to pay for 
it. They didn’t have to pray for it. It was just so easy. You know, isn’t it amazing how 
easy it is to be saved? Isn’t God good? Isn’t God wonderful? There’s much to learn, but 
there’s nothing to earn. It’s the gift of God. 

B. It Was Simple
Therefore, not only was it easy, but it was also so very simple. You didn’t have to be

Professor Sounding Brass or Dr. Clanging Cymbals to understand this. He just simply 
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said, “Look and live.” (Numbers 21:8) You see, sometimes a college professor will 
stumble over it, when a little child will find it. Now, if you want to know the Lord, you can 
know Him; but, mister, you may have to lay your intellectual pride in the dust. For God 
has hidden “these things from the wise and prudent, and [has] revealed them unto 
babes.” (Matthew 11:25; Luke 10:21) I’ll tell you something about the way of salvation: 
it’s simply glorious, and it is gloriously simple—gloriously simple! 

Sometimes we hear preachers preach, and we can’t understand them, and we go 
away saying, “My, he must be brilliant: I didn’t understand him.” Just because the river is 
muddy doesn’t mean it’s deep. Let me tell you something, friend: The common people 
understood Jesus. They “heard him gladly.” (Mark 12:37) The way to salvation is plain. 
It is so plain the Bible says, “The wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein” 
(Isaiah 35:8)—so simple! 

You know the problem in America today? We have too many preachers who want to 
be editors, when God called them to be newsboys. That’s right. What they ought to be 
doing is just taking the news and laying it on the front porch. And the headlines say, 
“Jesus saves.” Some of them—even newsboys—put it on the roof. I don’t know why. 
They ought to be just putting it up there on the front porch. And we don’t have to take 
and remake the Bible and edit the Bible. We need to preach the Bible, and the message 
of the Bible is that men are saved by looking to Jesus. God is not trying to make it hard 
or complicated. 

If my child were lost and I had an opportunity to write him or her a note and tell them 
how to come home, I wouldn’t fill it with all sorts of double-jointed, obtuse, complicated 
terms. I’d say, “Honey, go three blocks till you come to the white house with the green 
shutters with a fence around it, and turn left and go two blocks.” I would make it as clear 
as I could. And so has God—so has God. 

C. It Was Personal
Oh, friend, listen. I’m saying, about the requirement, it was easy. I’m saying it was

simple. And I want to say, thirdly, it was personal. Nobody could look for another. 
Everybody had to look for himself. There are mothers in this auditorium who would give 
the last ounce of blood in their veins if they could make a decision for their daughter, for 
their son—but you cannot. But, you know, churches today are getting away from this 
thing of a personal decision for Jesus Christ. It’s not enough that your parents are 
members of the church. It’s not enough that you have this kind of a heritage or that kind 
of a heritage. I say we need to get back to personal responsibility in spiritual matters. I 
expect some church some day to start taking in members over the telephone and 
baptizing their photographs. They just want to get so far away from this personal thing. 
Everybody had to look for himself. Nobody could look for another. Whosoever had been 
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bitten, when he looked, he would live. 

D. It Was Absolutely Necessary
This is the remedy—and I want to say something about the remedy: Not only was it

easy; not only was it simple; not only was it personal; but it was absolutely necessary. 
Suppose we were back in this day, and suppose I’m Moses, and I’m talking with a 
brother, and I say, “Brother, I see you’ve been snake-bitten.” And he says, “Yes, I have, 
and it sure hurts.” I say, “Well, listen. I’ve got a cure for you. There’s a remedy. I want 
you to come and look at the brazen serpent upon a pole, and you’ll be healed.” And he 
says, “No, I don’t want to do that.” And I say, “And why not?” He says, “Because I know 
some people in your church, Moses, who have been bitten worse than I am.” 

Wouldn’t that be kind of silly? But, you know, you go out and talk to people about 
being saved, and they say, “Well, I know some members down there at Bellevue who 
are worse sinners than I am. I’m just as good as those folks down at the church.” I’ve 
been waiting for a man honest enough to say, “I’m just as bad as those folks down there 
at the church”—because let me tell you what a church is: A church is nothing but a 
society of sinners who have finally realized it, and they have come together and 
banded themselves together to do something about it. You don’t come to church to find 
good people; you come to church to find bad people who are looking to the Lord Jesus 
Christ to do something about their badness. 

Well, here’s another fellow who has a snake dangling from his finger, and I walk up 
to him and I say, “Hey, mister, I see you’ve got trouble with snakes.” He says, “I 
certainly do.” I say, “You’d better come and look at Moses’ remedy; you’d better look at 
the brazen serpent.” He says, “I don’t believe I need that. I’ll just shake off the snake.” 
Now, you see, he’s full of venom, but he’s going to shake off the snake. That is, he’s 
going to turn over a new leaf. 

Have you ever met anybody like that? You talk to them about being saved, they say, 
“Well, I know I’ve been doing some wrong things, and I’m going to quit.” Here’s a man, 
and he’s been drinking, and he’s a drunkard, and he says, “I’m not going to drink any 
more.” And suppose he stops drinking and doesn’t drink another drop. Do you know 
what that means? It means he’ll go to hell sober. That’s right. You see, salvation doesn’t 
come by just shaking off the serpent; it comes by receiving Christ. It is not the external 
sin; it’s the venom in the veins, the fatal fangs of the deadly devil, the sin that’s in the 
nature. 

All right, I talk to somebody else, and I say, “Hey, don’t you think it’s time that you 
came and gave your heart to the Lord? Don’t you think it’s time you looked? You’ve 
been snake-bitten. Don’t you think it’s time that you looked?” And he says, “Well, I 
realize I’ve been bitten several times. As a matter of fact,” he says, “I’ve been bitten all 
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over. There’s not a place on me that hasn’t been bitten. And I’m going to wait till I’m 
better before I look.” Have you ever met anybody like that? You talk to them about 
coming to Christ, and they say, “Well, there are some things in my life, there are some 
sins in my life, and when I get things straightened out, then I’m going to come.” Mister, 
you’ll probably be straightened out in a coffin before you come. That’s right. You’re not 
getting better; you’re getting worse. Tomorrow you’ll only have more sin to repent of and 
less time to repent in. How foolish, how sinful, how wicked to be waiting until you get 
better! That’s the reason I like that invitational hymn that says, “Just as I am, without 
one plea, but that thy blood was shed for me, O Lamb of God, I come, I come.” And I 
say, “Look and live. You’d better be redeemed.” And he says, “Well, I tell you, Mr. 
Moses, I’d like to do it, but I’ve got a real problem.” I say, “What is your problem?” He 
says, “I just hate to give up my snake.” He’s got a pet snake. It’s been biting him all 
over, but it’s his pet snake. 

You know anybody like that? Oh, they’ve got some little ol’ sin, and they just hate to 
give it up. And some sin is keeping them from coming to Christ. How foolish you are! 
Friend, you’d better treat that sin like that sin’s been treating you—you’d better! And if 
you want to see what sin will ultimately do to you, look at Christ on the cross. See Christ 
being judged for sin. It’s like a man saying, “Well, I’d like to be healed, but I hate to give 
up my cancer.” Oh, when a person says, “I don’t want to give up my sin,” listen: Sin has 
never brought you anything good. God loves you. Any sin that you have, for your own 
welfare, you ought to want to give it up. 

I talk to somebody else, and I say, “Say, mister, don’t you think it’s time that you look 
and live?” And he says, “Well, I know I’m in bad shape. I’ve been bitten all over, and 
one of these days I’m going to look, but I haven’t got the right feeling just yet. I’m waiting 
on a feeling. And when I get that healing feeling, then I’m going to look.” 

Do you know anybody like that? Oh, sure, Memphis is full of them. They come to 
church. They listen on television, and they say, “One of these days it’s going to be my 
day.” They don’t know exactly what’s going to happen, but they feel they’re going to be 
in the service one day and suddenly it’s going to be like an electric shock, and they’re 
going to get goose bumps all over, and the angels are going to tickle them on the ribs, 
and they’re going to hear strange music, and suddenly they’re just going to come and 
they’re going to say, “Hallelujah! It’s my day! I’ve finally had that feeling.” 

You’d be amazed at how many people are waiting on a feeling before they come. 
Friend, the only feeling you need to feel is to feel your need of Him. That’s all—that’s all! 
Just simply say, “Lord, I want you.” You don’t have to have some strange, exotic feeling. 
The Bible says, “Whosoever will may come.” (Revelation 22:17) 
     Here’s another man who says, “Well, I’d like to look, but I just don’t like you, Moses.” 
What’s Moses got to do with it? I hope you like me; but even if you don’t like me, you 
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can still love Jesus. You see, it’s not the preacher; it’s not the church. You say, “I don’t 
like Baptists.” Well, we wish you did; but still, you can have Jesus. Just Christ is the One 
you need. “We preach not ourselves, but Christ.” (2 Corinthians 4:5) And I’m just God’s 
messenger boy, trying to tell you to look and live, my brother—live. 

Conclusion 
Well, in conclusion, I want you to go back with me about fifteen hundred years before 
Christ. Go back in your mind about thirty-five hundred years. There you are out there in 
the wilderness. You observe something. You’re watching. Everywhere, eyes are red 
with crying. Faces are bleached white with fear. Hands are trembling. There are the 
shrieks and the groans and the moans of the dying everywhere. There are hurried 
funerals in shallow graves. We stand before an open grave. There’s a mother and her 
two sons. They’re looking down at the body of the father and the breadwinner of that 
family. They’re crying. Suddenly, a shriek! They look around, and one of the sons has 
been bitten by one of the fiery serpents. Oh, there’s such heartache, such anguish! And 
the people are sobbing. They’re in fear; they’re in terror. 

And, suddenly, into that camp comes someone running and shouting at the top of 
his voice, and he’s saying, “A cure! A cure!” Everybody gets quiet, and they say, 
“What’s that?” He says, “A cure!” They say, “Man, don’t jest with us. Don’t make fun.” 
He says, “I’m not making fun! There is a cure! Moses prayed to God. I don’t understand 
it, people; I cannot explain it, people; but Moses prayed to God, and God said, ‘Moses, 
if you take a brass serpent and put it upon a pole, then whoever looks upon it will live.’” 
And they say, “Is it true?” He says, “Of course it’s true! I was bitten. Look! I’m perfectly 
whole!” 

This mother, she cannot believe it. One son looks, and he’s healed. She runs back 
to the tent where another son is dying. She says to him, “Son, listen! Listen to me, son, 
as you’ve never listened before! I’ve got good news! I’ve got great news! I’ve got 
wonderful news! You don’t have to die! God has provided a remedy! God has provided 
a cure! Moses put a serpent upon a pole, and whenever anybody looks at it, he doesn’t 
die; he lives. Now, come, son—come to the door of the tent.” And she pulls the tent fold 
back, and he struggles there—his body racked with pain and fever—and he gazes there 
and sees the shining serpent upon a pole, and he says, “Mother, I see it. There it is, 
Mother.” And suddenly—suddenly—his temples stop throbbing. The pain stops coursing 
through his body. The throb of health courses through his body. He sits up. He blinks 
his eyes. He stretches. He stands. He leaps. He dances. He says, “Praise God! I’ve 
been cured! Oh, I’ve been cured!” And he runs to tell somebody else that God has 
provided a remedy. 

But I want you to notice another thing. Here’s a wife. She goes to her husband. He, 
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too, is on his deathbed gasping for breath. She comes in with the flush of excitement 
upon her, and she says, “Oh, husband, husband, listen to me! I’ve got terrific news! He 
says, “What’s that?” She says, “You don’t have to die! God has provided a remedy!” He 
says, “Stop right there! Hold it! Are you talking about the brass snake theory?” She 
says, “Husband, yes, I’m talking about that, but it’s no theory. Others have been 
healed.” He says, “I’m tired of your religious superstitions, and don’t bother me about 
this anymore.” And she says, “Husband, there’s no need for you to die.” He says, “Not 
another word! Don’t say another word! I refuse to believe in such absurd nonsense that 
there could possibly be any relation to my condition and that serpent upon a pole. I will 
not look.” And so he dies in his sin. 

Do you know what the Bible says about that? The Bible says, “For the preaching of 
the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power 
of God.” (1 Corinthians 1:18) You see? There are people around who say, “I refuse to 
believe such nonsense.” But I want to tell you, sweet friend, the same Jesus who saved 
me, for a look, will save you. There’s a life and a look—if it’s a look to Jesus by faith. 
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Introduction 
ow I want you take your Him books—this one, your Bible. It’s about Him. It’s about 
Jesus. And I said that on purpose. I want you to take your Bible, that tells us about 

Jesus, and I want you to turn to Numbers chapter 21, and I want us to begin reading in 
verse 5. We’re going to read about Jesus here in just a moment from the book of 
Numbers. Some people have the erroneous idea that the Old Testament is about the 
Jewish people, and the New Testament is about Jesus. I want to tell you, dear friend, all 
of the Bible is about Jesus. Jesus is the hero of the Bible. And if you read the Bible, and 
you do not see the story of Jesus, you’d better reread the Scriptures. 

Jesus said to His generation, talking about the Old Testament, the only Bible they 
had in that day, “Search the scriptures;”—talking about the Old Testament; and then 
Jesus said—“for [these] are they which testify of me.” (John 5:39) He was talking about 
the Old Testament. And after His resurrection, He met two disciples on the road to 
Emmaus, and they walked along, and the Bible tells us there in Luke chapter 24 that He 

N
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expounded to them the Scriptures. He opened the Bible. He didn’t have a book like this. 
He was just quoting the Scriptures. But the Bible says, “And He showed them in all the 
Scriptures the things concerning Himself.” (Luke 24:27) 

Now it does not say He showed them all the things concerning Himself in the 
Scriptures. It says He showed them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself. 
That means that Christ is in all the Scriptures. He is there somehow. He is there by 
type. He is there by prophecy. He is there by inference. He is there by illustration. He is 
there somehow, someway. That book is about Him. The Old Testament says Somebody 
is coming. The New Testament and the Gospels say Somebody has come. The Epistles 
and the Revelation say Somebody is coming again. And that Somebody is Jesus. And 
standing somewhere in the shadows you’ll find Jesus. 

Now I want to read a story to prove what I’m talking about. I’m going to begin 
reading in verse 5: “And the people spake against God, and against Moses, Wherefore 
have ye brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? for there is no bread, 
neither is there any water; and our soul loatheth this light bread. And the LORD sent 
fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people; and much people of Israel 
died. Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, We have sinned, for we have 
spoken against the LORD, and against thee; pray unto the LORD, that he take away the 
serpents from us. And Moses prayed for the people. And the LORD said unto Moses, 
Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that every 
one that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live. And Moses made a serpent of 
brass, and put it upon a pole, and it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man, 
when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived.” (Numbers  21:5–9) 

Now I want you turn to John chapter 3 for just a moment, and I want you to look, if 
you will, in John chapter 3, verse 14: “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, even so must the Son of man…”—now, who is the Son of man? Jesus. 
Let’s read it that way—“And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so 
must [Jesus] be lifted up: that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
eternal life.” (John 3:14–15) And there, dear friend, it is clearly stated that what 
happened over here in Numbers chapter 21 is a picture, a prophecy, an illustration, a 
type of the Lord Jesus Christ. “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so 
must the Son of man be lifted up.” 

Now, let me tell you what had happened. God was bringing His people out of the 
land of Egypt and into the Promised Land, the land of corn and wine, milk and honey, 
the land of mountains and rivers and waterfalls and springs. How God loves His people! 
And how God wanted to bless His people! And He had prepared a wonderfully glorious 
land for them. But they are out in the wilderness, and they began to murmur. Don’t you 
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hate that word, murmur? Isn’t that an ugly word, murmur? They were murmuring, and 
they were complaining, and they did not like the way that God was running His program. 
And, as a result, God sent fiery serpents among the people to bite them. And the Bible 
says, “Much people of Israel died.” Then they cried to Moses, and Moses went to God, 
and God said to Moses, “Moses, I’m going to tell you how these people can be saved. 
Make out of brass a serpent. Put that serpent upon a pole, lift it up high in the camp, 
and then you tell the people, Moses, that if they want to be healed, they must look to 
live.” Have you ever sung that song, “Look and live, O sinner, live; look to Jesus now 
and live” (William A. Ogden)? It’s written about this passage of Scripture: “Look and 
live.” And the Bible says, as they looked, they were healed. 

I want you to keep that simple story in mind, and I want us to notice several things. 

I. A Sinful Rebellion
We’re back in Numbers now. Look again in verse 5, if you will. The very first thing I want 
you to notice is a sinful rebellion. Look again in Numbers 21, verse 5: “And the people 
spake against God, and against Moses, Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt 
to die in the wilderness? for there is no bread, neither is there any water; and our soul 
loatheth this light bread.” (Numbers 21:5) What was wrong with these people? 

A. They Doubted God’s Promise
First of all, they doubted God’s promise. God had not said they were going to die in

the wilderness. God said they were going to be blessed in Canaan. And all sin begins 
with unbelief. Do you remember the other night when I told you that unbelief was the 
mother sin, the father sin, the parent sin, the sin of sins, the sin out of which all other 
sins grow? Had these people merely believed God, there would have been no fiery 
serpents. But they said, “Why did you bring us out here to die in the wilderness?” They 
doubted God’s promise. 

And any man who doubts God’s promise is headed for trouble. Unbelief is the one 
sin, my dear friend, that will damn your soul. “He that believeth on him is not 
condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not 
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.” (John 3:18) 

B. They Disdained God’s Provision
But not only did they doubt God’s promise, they disdained God’s provision. Now

you’ll notice again, in verse 5, they said, “Our souls loathe this light bread.” Now, what 
were they talking about? What was the light bread they were talking about? They were 
talking about manna. God had been feeding them with manna, and they had been 
eating manna, and after a while they said, “We are sick of manna. We don’t want this 
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manna anymore.” And they disdained God’s provision. 
What was that manna a picture of? Do you know? A picture of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

He said, in the Gospel of John, “I am the bread that cometh down from heaven.” (John 
6:33) The manna also had been a picture, a type, a prophecy of Jesus. It came down 
from heaven. Jesus came down from heaven. It was a miracle. Jesus is a miracle. It lay 
upon the ground. That pictures the humiliation of the Lord Jesus. It was round. That 
pictures the eternity of Jesus. It was white. That pictures the purity of Jesus. It sustained 
life. And that pictures the life-giving ability of the Lord Jesus. It had to be picked up from 
the ground. That pictures the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. It was sweet. And that 
pictures the sweetness of the Lord Jesus. It had the taste of oil in it. And that pictures 
the Holy Spirit that was in the Lord Jesus Christ. It was all a picture of the Lord Jesus. It 
was a picture, a type, a prophecy of Jesus. And they said, “We don’t want it. We don’t 
want it. We don’t believe you, God, and we don’t like what you’re feeding us with.” 

They doubted God’s promise. They disdained God’s provision. They said, “We 
remember the leeks, the melons, the onions, the garlic in Egypt,” and they’d rather have 
the devil’s garlic than heaven’s bread. 

C. They Despised God’s Prophet
Now the third thing they did, according to verse 5: Not only did they doubt God’s

promise; not only did they distain God’s provision; but they despised God’s prophet. The 
Bible says, “And they spake against the Lord, and against Moses.” And when they 
spoke against God, they were speaking against Moses at the same time. And when 
they spoke against Moses, they were speaking against God at the same time. I’ll tell 
you something, Brother Lynn, that I found out, and every preacher finds out: that, 
brother, there is no way to be a man of God and be loved by everybody. I’ll tell you 
what. You stay here long enough, and you just keep preaching the gospel, and this 
church starts growing, when they mention Lynn Turner, let me tell you, something 
buddy: you’d better duck or pucker, because they’re going to want to kiss you or take a 
swing at you, I’ll guarantee you. 

You know, somehow we have the idea that we as preachers are supposed to get 
along with everybody. I preached Dr. R. G. Lee’s funeral. And I never knew I was going 
to preach his funeral. But I guess I’ve heard Dr. Lee say it several times. He said, “One 
of these days I’m going to die”—of course, we all doubted that, but he finally did. “One 
of these days I’m going to die, and,” he said, “if some preacher comes and stands over 
my casket, and says, ‘Here lies dear Dr. Lee; he didn’t have an enemy,’” he said, “I pray 
God He’d give me the power to kick the lid off that coffin, and stand up, and say, ‘That’s 
a lie.’” 
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A man is known by the enemies he makes. They spoke against the Lord. They 
spoke against Moses. 

When Billy Sunday was preaching one time, he was preaching an excoriating 
message against sin, and somebody said, “Hey, Billy, you’d better slow down your 
rubbing the fur on the cat the wrong way.” He said, “The old cat’s headed towards hell. 
If she’d turn around, I’d be rubbing it the right way.” Amen? 

Oh, I know there are some people that don’t like the kind of preaching that Moses 
did. They don’t like the kind of preaching that Lynn Turner does. They do not like, dear 
friend, for a man of God to put it to them plain and straight. And the people spoke 
against God, and against Moses, and they said, “Why did you bring us out here to die in 
the wilderness? And there’s no water. And we despise heaven’s bread.” 

II. A Sure Retribution
And so, the first chapter in this episode we are going to call a sinful rebellion. And I 
believe that there are some in this auditorium tonight who may be in that case. You’re 
doubting God’s promise. You’re despising God’s provision. You may not like God’s 
prophet. But let’s go on. I want you to see something else. I want you to see not only a 
sinful rebellion, but I want you to see a sure retribution. Look in verse 6. The Bible says, 
“And the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people; and 
much people of Israel died.” (Numbers 21:6) 

A. The Retribution Was Fitting
Now here are these serpents, fiery serpents, and they are everywhere, under this

rock, in this house, in a man’s shoes, in the clothing, everywhere there are fiery 
serpents. And I want to say that the serpent is a symbol of sin. Ever since the Garden of 
Eden the serpent has been symbolic of sin. And what God was showing here very 
clearly and very plainly is that because of sin there is suffering. It was entirely fitting. 

Now some people may have the idea that God was not very kind to send those 
serpents, and that God is not a God of love. And so there may be some people—I know 
there are some liberal theologians—who say, “Well, this is just a misinterpretation. This 
is what people thought God did. But God didn’t do it.” But I want to tell you, dear friend, 
it is entirely fitting that God did this. Some people don’t believe in a God of judgment. I 
do. Some people say that God is too good to punish sin. I believe that God is too good 
not to punish sin. If God were to let one half of one sin ever go unpunished, God would 
cease to be a holy God. If you were looking for one word that would describe God, it 
would not be the word love; it would have to be the word holy. God is love, perfect love, 
infinite love, indescribable love. But if you are looking for just one word that would 
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describe God, it would be holy—holy, holy. What does the word holy mean? It means 
that God is the opposite, the antithesis, the complete opposite, of sin. 

Now, if God were to let sin go unpunished, He would cease to be holy. They say, in 
the courtroom, when a guilty man is acquitted, the judge is condemned. That means 
that, if a judge knowingly, willingly, deliberately let sin go unpunished, let the crime go 
unpunished, the judge becomes a criminal. If God were to let sin go unpunished, God 
would become a sinner, God would topple from His throne of holiness. He cannot, He 
will not, He never has, He never will, let one sin go unpunished. I believe I told you the 
last time that I was here that I sincerely believe, if the Supreme Court of the United 
States of America could vote on it, they would outlaw hell as cruel and unusual 
punishment, and say that God can’t do that, that it is un-American. But I’m here to tell 
you, dear friend, that it was fitting that God sent these fiery serpents. 

B. The Retribution Was Fiery
But not only was the retribution fitting; it was fiery. Now the Bible says He “sent fiery

serpents among the people.” What does that mean? It means that the bite of the 
serpent was extremely painful, and every person who died having been bitten by the 
serpent died an excruciating death. And again God is not wasting words, and God knew 
what he was doing when he sent fiery serpents upon the people. God’s teaching us a 
lesson, and I want you learn that lesson tonight. It’s painful to serve the devil. 

Now there’s a lie that has gotten out of hell, and that is that it’s painful to serve God. 
I don’t know how it came. I preached to you when I was here on vacation that one thing 
that the devil wants to get you to do is to think negatively about God. If the devil can get 
you to thinking negatively about God, he’s got you where he wants you. And so 
therefore we hear it over and over again: “It’s hard to be Christian—it’s hard to be 
Christian, hard to be a Christian.” Where did you get that? You didn’t get that out of the 
Bible. It’s not hard to be Christian. Jesus said, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me… For 
my yoke is easy.” (Matthew 11:28–30) 

Now, finish this: “The way of the transgressor is… hard.” (Proverbs 13:15) Now, 
don’t you ever let the devil get you mixed up on that, dear friend. “The way of the 
transgressor is hard.” People take more pains to go to hell than they do to go to heaven. 
Being saved is not taking bad medicine so you can go to heaven. If there were no 
heaven, if there were no hell, I’d want to be a Christian to know Jesus Christ in this life. 
Our home is a happy home because it’s a Christian home. I’m a healthier person in my 
body because I live a Christian life. I enjoy friends, I have better friends, and I have a 
better time. 
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I’m not saying there’s no suffering. Friend, you’re not going to get out of life without 
suffering. I’m not saying there are no problems. Everybody has problems. I’ve got them. 
You’ve got them. Adam had ’em. There’s nobody that doesn’t have problems. But I want 
to tell you something, dear friend. The Christian has somebody to take his problems to. 
I’m going to tell you something else, the Christian’s problems are temporary. And I’m 
going to tell you something else, dear friend: that God takes every Christian’s problem 
and uses it for His good, and for God’s glory, and He turns every hurt into a hallelujah, 
and every tear into a pearl, and strings them for a diadem for us to wear. And God is a 
good God. The Lord thy God is a good God. “The LORD will give grace and glory: no 
good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly.” (Psalm 84:11) I want to tell 
you that the bite of the serpent is a fiery bite. “The wages of sin is death.” (Romans 
6:23). 

C. The Retribution Was Fatal
But not only, dear friend, was it fitting. Not only was it fiery. It was fatal. The Bible

says here, in verse 6, “And much people of Israel died.” (Numbers 21:6) “The wages of 
sin is death.” “The soul that sinneth, it shall [surely] die.” (Ezekiel 18:4, 20) And here is 
God’s greater prophecy; here is God’s way of telling us once and for all that, “There is a 
way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.” 
(Proverbs 16:25) “Lust, when it hath conceived, bringeth forth sin; and sin, when it is 
finished, bringeth forth death.” (James 1:15) That’s what James said: L-S-D—lust, sin, 
death—right there. 

This is what God is teaching. Number one is sinful rebellion. They doubted God’s 
promise. They disdained God’s provision. They despised God’s prophet. And so there 
was a sure retribution. As surely as my name is Adrian Rogers, as surely as I’m 
standing in this pulpit, if you’re bound to sin, you’re bound to suffer. And if you show me 
any time, anywhere, any place where anybody ever sinned and got away with that 
sin, I  ’ll close my Bible and never preach again. Your sin will be pardoned in Christ, or 
it will be punished in hell, but it will never be overlooked. 

III. A Saving Remedy
Now the third thing I want you to notice: I want you to notice not only a sure retribution, 
but I want you to notice a saving remedy. I want you to begin looking here in verse 7 
now: “Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, We have sinned…”—and that’s a 
pretty good place to start—“We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD, 
and against thee; pray unto the LORD, that he take away the serpents from us. And 
Moses prayed for the people. And the LORD said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery 
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serpent, and set it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, 
when he looketh upon it, shall live. And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon 
a pole, and it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the 
serpent of brass, he lived.” (Numbers 21:7–9) 

Now I want you to notice several things about this saving remedy tonight, because, 
again, it’s speaking of the gospel, and the gospel’s been preached ever since the 
Garden of Eden. 

A. It Was a Sovereign Remedy
The very first thing I want you to notice about this remedy is that it was a sovereign

remedy. The Bible says, in verse 8, “And the LORD said…” Now, you see, there are 
people today who are saying, “Well, you know, Brother Rogers, I’m looking for religion 
that suits me.” Well, who are you? God? We see on a marquee—and I know the people 
mean well—on Sunday morning out there in the supermarket, in front, they say, “Well, 
go to the church of your choice this Sunday.” Friend, you’d better find a religion that 
suits God, and go to the church of God’s choice. You say, “You’re one of those narrow-
minded people that think only Baptists are going to heaven.” I’m more narrow-minded 
than that. I don’t think a lot of Baptists are going. And there are some people who are 
not Baptists that are going. But I’m going to tell you something: Nobody’s going, except 
they go God’s way. 

This was God’s remedy. This was a sovereign remedy. We say, “Well, God said it. I 
believe it. And that settles it.” No, dear friend. God said it. That settles it, whether you 
believe it or not. It is a sovereign remedy. God said, “Do this. There is no other way.” I 
told you before, Jesus is not a good way to heaven; Jesus is not the best way to 
heaven; Jesus is the only way to heaven. “Neither is there salvation in any other: for 
there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be 
saved.” (Acts 4:12) You say, “Well, I don’t agree with that.” That’s your problem. What 
God says in the Old Testament here, God said, “This is the way you’re going to be 
saved from these fiery serpents.” In the New Testament, God says, “This is the way 
you’re going to heaven: ‘As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must 
the Son of man be lifted up.’” (John 3:14) It is not my idea. It is not my plan. I don’t 
originate it. I preach it. There’s one way to heaven, and that is through Jesus Christ. It 
was a sovereign remedy. 

B. It Was a Sufficient Remedy
I want to say something else. It was a sufficient remedy. For he says, in verse 8, that

“every one that is bitten, when he looketh…shall live.” (Numbers 21:8) Everyone. 
Sufficient. It didn’t matter where a person was bit. It didn’t matter how many times he’d 
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been bitten. It did not matter who he was. Young or old, rich or poor, everyone that 
looks will live. It was a sufficient remedy. Not only is Jesus necessary, friend. Jesus is 
enough. He is enough. He is completely sufficient. Without Jesus nothing can be done. 
With Jesus nothing else need to be done. 

C. It Was a Sure Remedy
It was sovereign. It was sufficient. Therefore it was sure. And “every one that was

bitten,” verse 8 says, “shall live.” He shall. He shall. He shall. You say, “Brother Rogers, 
would Jesus Christ save me tonight?” Absolutely. You say, “Will you guarantee it?” He 
guarantees it. He said, “Him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.” (John 6:37) 

I said a few moments ago, if you show me any time, any place, anywhere where 
anybody ever sinned and got away with that sin, I’ll close my Bible and never preach 
again. I’m going to say something else. If you show me any time, any place, anywhere 
where anybody ever came to Jesus Christ in repentance and faith, and He did not save 
them, I  ’ll close my Bible and never preach again. Not one word. I don’t want it. It’s a lie. 
Whosoever will may come. (Revelation 22:17) Hallelujah! Amen? Isn’t that wonderful? 
Well, that’s what keeps me going. That’s what makes me know, every time I preach, 
that any lost soul who can hear the sound of my voice, if he wants to be saved, he can 
be saved. You say, “What about those who commit the unpardonable sin?” They don’t 
want to be saved. They don’t want to be saved. I tell you, dear friend, if people in hell 
were to say, “Lord, save me,” He’d save them. You say, “That’s heresy.” Well, I can’t 
prove it, and the message doesn’t hang on it, but I believe that, “Whosoever shall call 
upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” (Romans 10:13) In hell, they don’t call upon 
God. Some people say they are saying in hell, “O God, I’m sorry. Now, forgive me.” No, 
they are not. 

Do you know what they’re doing in hell? They are cursing God. They are gnashing 
their teeth at God. They hate God in hell. Friend, I’m telling you, any time, any place… 
And don’t you go out of here and say, “Rogers said people could be saved out of hell.” 
I’m not saying that, and I don’t mean that, because nobody’s ever going to be saved out 
of hell. And once they go, their character’s fixed forever. Don’t miss the point. I’m just 
trying to tell you, dear friend, that if you think you committed the unpardonable sin, if you 
want to be saved, you haven’t. If you just asked Jesus to save you, He’ll save you. Any 
time, anywhere, any place, anybody who ever says, “Jesus, save me,” and they mean 
it, He’ll save them. And anybody, for “whosoever”—whosoever, whosoever—“shall call 
upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” And Jesus said, “Him that cometh unto me I 
will in no wise cast out.” Hallelujah! I want to tell you, dear friend, this remedy was a 
sovereign remedy: God said it. It was a sufficient remedy: it was there for everyone. And 
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it was sure: he shall live—he shall. 

IV. A Simple Requirement
Now, there’s a fourth thing I want you to notice. I want you to notice, not only a sinful 
rebellion, and a sure retribution, and a saving remedy, but I want you to notice a simple 
requirement. I want you to see how beautiful it is, and how beautifully the gospel is 
pictured here. I want you to see what they were told to do. Look again in verse 8: “And 
the LORD said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole: and it 
shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, when he looketh upon it…”—just 
underscore that—“when he looketh upon it, shall live. And Moses made a serpent of 
brass, and put it upon a pole, and it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man, 
when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived.” (Numbers 21:8–9) 

I want to say several things about this simple requirement. 

A. It Was Easy
The very first thing I want to say is that it was easy, just easy. There was nothing

hard about looking to a serpent—absolutely, simply easy. They did not have to work for 
it. They did not have to wait for it. They did not have to pay for it. They didn’t even have 
to pray for it. It was there. All they had to do was look. It was so simple. It was so easy. 

You see, this is the reason some people miss the gospel. It’s not so high that few get 
up to it. It is so low that few get down to it. And Jesus said, “Father, thou hast hid these 
things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes.” The gospel is 
simply glorious because it  ’s gloriously simple. The Bible says, concerning the gospel, 
“A wayfaring man, though a fool, shall not err therein.” (Isaiah 35:8) Do you know what 
that means? That means a stranger without good sense can find his way on the gospel 
road. “A wayfaring man, though a fool, shall not err therein.” 

Friend I’m trying to tell you that, if you want to be saved tonight, you just have to lay 
your intellectual pride in the dust. And God has gotten it down so simple that some of 
you will turn away, as you’re going to see, in your pride. And if He told you to do some 
great thing, like Naaman was looking for (2 Kings 5), you would do it. But He just simply 
says, “Just look.” It was easy, absolutely easy. 

Every now and then, you hear some preacher preach, and you don’t understand 
him, and you say, “Well, he must be intelligent. I didn’t understand him.” Don’t kid 
yourself. Just because the river’s muddy doesn’t mean it’s deep, amen? The Bible says, 
concerning the Lord Jesus, that, “the common people heard him gladly.” (Mark 12:37) 
They heard Him. And you hear these preachers sometimes stand up and preach, these 
finger bumpers who use obtuse terms and convoluted language, and you can’t tell how 
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to be saved. My dear friend, I want you to know. 
If one of your children were lost, and you could get on the telephone and tell them 

how to come home, you’d put it in simple terms, wouldn’t you? You would. You’d say, 
“Honey, you go three blocks to the house. You remember the house, honey, with the 
white picket fence? You turn there. And you know where Mr. So-and-So lives?” And you 
just put it down just as plain as you could be. 

I tell you that the gospel is simple. And if you’re looking for something high, and 
something lofty, and something confusing, you’re going to miss it. The Bible says it 
purely, plainly, sweetly, simply, sublimely: “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved.” (Acts 16:31) It was easy. 

B. It Was Essential
Oh, but wait a moment. Here’s the point. Some people miss it. Because it’s so easy

they think it must not be important: “It was easy, but it wasn’t essential.” There was no 
other way. And just because it was easy did not mean that it wasn’t essential. You see, 
God loves us so much that He made it easy. But it still essential. 

Now, suppose you are back in that day, and suppose you know what God has said, 
and suppose that brazen serpent has already been erected, and so you go out to do a 
little soul winning, to help these people who are dying, to bring them to physical 
health—illustrating spiritual health later on in the Bible—and so you come to a man and 
you say, “Hey, sir, have you been bitten by a serpent? Would you like to be healed?” 
“Well, I don’t know. How does it go? Tell me about it.” Here the guy’s dying. “Well, 
there’s a serpent in the midst of the camp, and if you will look upon that serpent, you’ll 
be healed.” “Oh, are you from that camp over there? Hey, buddy, I know people in the 
camp bitten as bad as I am.” 

What’s that got to do with it? You go out soul winning to these people on Merritt 
Island, and they’ll say, “You know, I’m just as good as that guy down there at that 
church. He’s been just as bad as I am.” Well, so what? Then you’re both going to die, if 
you don’t look, amen? You know I hear this: “Well, I’m just as good as those folks down 
there at the church.” I’m waiting for a man honest enough to say, “I’m just as bad as 
those folks down there at the church.” Amen? 

The Bible says, “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.” (Romans 
3:23) And evangelism is just one beggar telling another beggar where to find bread, or 
one snakebite victim telling another snakebite victim how he can be healed and how he 
can be cured. 
     You know, we go up and talk to another man, and he’s been bitten. As a matter of 
fact, the snake’s dangling from him right now. It’s got its fangs stuck right in his hand. 
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And I say, “Hey, mister, you’re snake-bitten, aren’t you?” “Yes, I am.” “Do you want to 
be healed?” “Well, yeah, I reckon so, but…” “I’m going to tell you what God says.” “No, 
don’t tell me what God says. I know I’ve got this problem. But, you see, I’m going to get 
rid of that thing. I just believe I can shake it off.” I mean, what if he does? What if he 
shakes it? He’s already bitten, right? 

The problem now is not without; the problem is within. You see, what if a man does 
quit cursing? So what? What if he does quit stealing? So what? What if he does quit 
drinking? He just goes to hell sober—that’s all. You see, dear friend, the problem is now 
within. 

I talk to another man. I say, “Hey, don’t you want to be healed?” He says, “Well, yes, 
I really do.” And I say, “Well now there’s a brazen serpent if you’ll just look you’ll be 
healed.” He says, “Boy, I sure would like to.” I say, “Well, let’s go.” He says, “I know I 
need to.” “Well, come on.” “Well, yes, I need to, all right.” “Well, why wait?” “Well, I’m 
waiting on that healing feeling.” “What? Let me read it again. Did I read anything about a 
feeling?” “No, but I know I heard So-and-So. Brother, when he got healed, he had a 
great feeling. And I am just waiting on a healing feeling.” 

You’ll be surprised how many people will sit in a congregation like this when the 
gospel is preached, and the preacher tears his heart out and says, “Come to Jesus,” 
and they’re waiting on some feeling. I don’t know what they’re waiting on. They are 
waiting to hear music, or an electric shock, or get goose bumps, or the angels play tic-
tac-toe on their ribs, or something like that, and then they say, “Tonight is my night.” 
Friend, I want to tell you, you read the New Testament all the way through, and you’ll 
only hear the word feeling used twice in the New Testament, and neither one of those 
times does it tell you to feel a certain way to be saved. And if you want to be saved 
tonight, I’m going to tell you something: You can be saved without one ounce of feeling. 
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” 

I’m not saying that you can be saved without sincerity. I’m saying, dear friends, that 
your emotions don’t have anything to do with it. Your emotions are the shallowest part 
of your nature, and salvation is the deepest work of God. And God is not going to do 
His deepest work in the shallowest part. I’m not against emotions. Don’t get me wrong. 
But I’m trying to tell you, dear friend, that the Bible never says, “Feel a certain way and 
be saved.” The Bible says, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” 
“I’m waiting on a healing feeling,” he says. 

So I give up on him, and I go to another man. And this man’s got a snake up here in 
his arms stroking it. And I say, “Hey, mister, don’t you want to be healed?” He says, 
“Well, to tell you the truth, I hate to give up my snake.” “I can’t believe what I’m hearing. 
You hate to give up your snake?” “Yeah, I’ve gotten attached to it. Or at least it’s 
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attached to me. And I kind of hate to give it up.” 
That’s kind of ridiculous, but, friend, I will guarantee you that you can go out soul 

winning, and there will be people who tell you, “Well, I just don’t want to give up my way 
of life. I just don’t want to give up my sin.” That would be like a man saying, “I want to be 
healed, but I hate to give up my cancer.” 

Friend, listen. Pay attention. If you don’t hear anything else I say, I want you to hear 
this tonight. The only thin— listen to me now—the only thing God asks you to give up 
are those things that will harm you, and hurt you, or cause you to harm or hurt 
somebody else. “The LORD God is a sun and shield…no good thing will he withhold 
from them that walk up uprightly.” (Psalm 84:11) If it will make you healthy, happy, 
holy, wholesome, God says, “Help yourself. I love you, my child.” He “giveth us richly all 
things.” (1 Timothy 6:17) Why would a person refuse to give up his sin? Every time God 
says, “Thou shalt not,” He’s just saying, “Don’t hurt yourself.” Every time God says, 
“Thou shalt,” He’s saying, “Help yourself to happiness.” 

So I have to leave this fellow and I go speak to another man, “Don’t you want to be 
healed?” Well,” he says, “to tell you the truth, I do, Mr. Rogers. But you don’t need to 
talk to me. I’m going to use Grandma’s liniment.” There’s no other way, friend. No other 
religion. No other Savior. It’s Christ or nothing. No substitute. You’ll come God’s way or 
you will not come. Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto 
the Father, but by me.” (John 14:6) 

C. It Was Elective
And I want to tell you, dear friend, there was a simple requirement: Look and live. It

was easy. It was essential. I want to say one other thing: It was elective. You say, “What 
do you mean by that?” I mean that God gave them a choice. God made no one look. 
God made a provision, and God sent a preacher, and God told them what to do, but 
every man, every woman, every boy, every girl, had to make his or her own decision. 

Now I want you to imagine a scene. I want you to imagine that you’ve gone back 
several millenniums, and you’re back there in the Sinai, and the hideous poisonous 
reptiles are everywhere, and faces are white with fear, hands are trembling from terror, 
and there are wails and moans and groaning, and there are funerals everywhere, and 
people are burying their dead in that rocky desert soil. And let’s go stand beside a grave 
now. They’ve scratched out a shallow grave, and a woman, a young lady, has just 
buried her husband, a snakebite victim. Standing beside her is a little boy. We’ll call him 
Abe, a little Abraham’s descendent—little Abe is standing there. He is eight years old, 
and he’s crying, because he loved his daddy. And the mother is crying because she 
loved her husband, and he has died of snakebite. And they are standing there and 
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saying, “Oh, we’ve been so sinful! I wish we’d not rebelled against God! I wish we’d not 
doubted God! I wish we’d not been so obstinate!” 

And about that time, little Abe says, “Mother! Mother!” And she looks down, and 
there on the achilles tendon of that little boy, on his heel, is a snake. It’s fastened itself 
on the heel of that eight-year-old boy. “Oh,” she says, “Abe! Abe! Oh, Abe! Not you!” 
And with her heel she crushes that serpent’s head, and tears it from his heel, and picks 
him up in her arms, and starts toward her tent with him, saying, “God, don’t let Abe die! 
God, please, please, God, don’t let him die!” And already his face is starting to swell, 
and his temples are throbbing with pain, and his joints are stiffening, and he’s saying, 
“Mommy, it hurts! It hurts!” And she’s saying, “God, don’t let my boy die!” 

About that time, somebody comes running, out of breath, into the camp of Israel, 
and the person who’s running into the camp has a face that is shining like the noonday 
sun. He has both hands lifted in the air in praise to God, and he’s saying, “Hallelujah! 
Glory to God! Hallelujah!” And then he says, “Everybody, listen to me! All of you come 
round to listen to me! There’s a cure! I said, there’s a cure! Did you hear me? There is a 
cure!” One of the elders of Israel comes up and takes the man by his garment, and 
says, “Sir, you had better be serious. If there’s a cure, I adjure you by God, you tell it.” 
And he says, “There is a cure. I can explain it. I don’t understand it completely. But the 
people prayed, and Moses went to God, and God said to Moses, ‘Moses, put a brass 
serpent upon a pole, and if people would just look at it, they’ll be healed.’” That man 
said, “Sir, one other question: Does it work?” “Yes, it works!” “How do you know it 
works?” “You see, I was healed!” 

Oh, friend, listen. That’s the best kind of witnessing, isn’t it? Not only should we be 
witnesses, we ought to be part of the evidence, amen? “I was healed!” And all over the 
camp of Israel there goes up rapturous shouts of joy, and people are going out to a hill, 
and on that hill is a hideous brazen serpent coiled around a pole, and people who have 
been snake-bitten just simply look at it, and as they look, immediately they are healed. 
This mother, she goes back to her tent where little Abe is. She goes into the tent. Her 
eyes are dancing with joy. She says, “Son, can you hear Mama? Listen, sonny! Listen 
to Mommy! Listen quickly! Listen well, son! Listen to me now! Listen! Son, you’re not 
going to die! You’re going to be well, son! Now, Mommy can’t explain it all, but you 
come here to the door of the tent, and I’m going to pull the flap back. Son, look up on 
the hill. Do you see that brass serpent? Son, look at it! Look at it! Son, look at it!” He 
says, “Where, Mama? Where is it?” “There, son! Look!” “Oh,” he says, “I see it!” 

Just like that, something happens. The swelling begins to subside! The throbbing 
ceases! The limbs loosen! He breathes! He sits up! He stands up! He jumps! A mother 
jumps! They embrace.! And she says, “Thank you, Lord! Thank you, Lord! Thank you, 
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Lord! Thank you! Thank you, Lord, for healing my son! Thank you, Lord!” 
What a beautiful scene that was! But I want you to imagine another scene. I want 

you to imagine a wife this time, unrelated to this other family. She goes back to her tent 
where her husband lays—a fine, handsome, intelligent man. He too has been snake-
bitten. She goes into the tent. She draws back the flap. She too has eyes that are 
dancing with joy. She is so thrilled that she can hardly get it out. She says, “Husband! 
Husband! Turn your head this way! Listen to me, husband! I have news for you, 
husband! You don’t have to die! You can be healed!” He says, “Wait a minute. Wait a 
minute. Before you go any further, I want to ask you a question. Are you talking about 
the brass serpent theory?” “Oh,” she says, “husband! It’s no theory, husband! I mean, 
people have been healed! I mean, many of them! Husband, listen! Come quick! Hurry! 
God may take the offer away! Husband, look and live!” 

He says, “Wait a minute. I’m in a state of misery. I’ve got enough problems of my 
own. I am an intelligent and rational man, and you will never convince me that there’s 
any conceivable, logical relationship between my condition and some stupid piece of 
metal upon a pole. And don’t you bring that religious tommyrot into my house anymore.” 
“But, husband.” “But nothing. Don’t mention that brass serpent in this place again.” And 
so he dies. “For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness;”—“the 
preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness”—“but unto [those of] us [who] 
are saved it is the power of God.” (1 Corinthians 1:18) 

Why a brass serpent? The serpent is the symbol of sin. Brass is a symbol of 
judgment. And what God was teaching so long ago is that Christ took our sins to the 
cross, and He took our judgment for us, amen? “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in 
the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have eternal life”—John 3, verses 14 and 15. (John 3:14–15) 

Conclusion 
Now, what should your response be? Three things. Number one—here’s your solemn 
responsibility—number one is to look. Have you done it? I have. I can take you to the 
place where I gave my heart to Jesus Christ. If I had a thousand lives to live, I’d give 
Him every one of them. Have you looked to Him? The New Testament counterpart of 
looking with your physical eyes is to look with the eyes of faith. Just look to Jesus 
crucified, and say, “Lord, I trust you. I believe on you. I look to you.” That’s your first 
solemn responsibility. 

Your second responsibility is to love Him. Do you know what He did? He became 
that serpent of brass for you. “Him who knew no sin God hath made to be sin for us.” (2 
Corinthians 5:21) And a hideous serpent of brass is what Jesus became: sin, unto 
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judgment, that you might be saved. And I want to tell you tonight, I love Jesus Christ. I 
love Him with all of my heart. He means more to me than this world. I love the One who 
died for me, and I have a solemn responsibility not only to look, but to love. And I have a 
solemn responsibility to lift. “[For even] as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 
even so must the Son of man be lifted up.” And, friend, that’s what I’m doing tonight. I’m 
just lifting up Jesus. I want you look at Him. I want you to see Him. 

Blessèd Redeemer! Precious Redeemer! 
Seems now I see Him on Calvary’s tree; 

Wounded and bleeding, for sinner’s pleading, 
Blind and unheeding—dying for me! 

—AVIS M. CHRISTIANSEN 
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Introduction 
I want you to take your “Him-book” and turn, if you will, to Numbers chapter 21. And this 
passage is about Him. Though it’s in the Old Testament, it’s about Jesus. And the Bible 
says here in Numbers chapter 21, verse 5, “And the people spake against God, and 
against Moses, Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? 
for there is no bread, neither is there any water; and our soul loatheth this light bread. 
And the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people; and much 
people of Israel died. Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, We have sinned, 
for we have spoken against the LORD, and against thee; pray unto the LORD, that he 
take away the serpents from us. And Moses prayed for the people. And the LORD said 
unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, 
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that every one that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live. And Moses made a 
serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole, and it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten 
any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived.” (Numbers 21:5–9) 

And a great expositor of the Scripture spoke on this passage and John the third 
chapter, and this is what that expositor, who was the Lord Jesus Himself, said in the 
New Testament exposition of this Old Testament passage: “And as Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life.” (John 3:14–15) In other words, 
this passage back here in the Old Testament talked about Jesus. 

Now, you know, I have some folk who take issue with me when I find Jesus in the 
Old Testament. And let me tell you something, friend: If you read the Bible and you 
don’t find the story of Jesus, you’d better reread it. The whole Bible is about Jesus—
from cover to cover. The Bible says, “Jesus spoke to them the things concerning 
Himself in all the Scripture”—not all the things concerning Himself in the Scripture, but 
“the things concerning Himself in all of the Scripture.” (Luke 24:27) People ask me if I’ve 
read the four Gospels. Well, friend, there are sixty-six. Every one of them, they’re about 
Jesus—the whole Bible! The Prophets say, Somebody is coming. The Gospels say, 
Somebody has come. The Epistles say, Somebody is coming again. The whole thing is 
about the Lord Jesus Christ. And we need to get excited about Jesus. And if Jesus 
doesn’t excite you, you must have calluses on your soul. Jesus is exciting. And the 
Bible will become exciting when you start to see Jesus. Standing somewhere in the 
shadows there’s Jesus. He’s written all over the Bible. 

And here’s a marvelous, wonderful, exciting, thrilling story about the Lord Jesus 
Christ. And I want you to see about five things in this story. 

I. A Sinful Rebellion
The first thing I want you to see is what I call a sinful rebellion, for notice in verse 5: 
“And the people spake against God, and against Moses, Wherefore have ye brought us 
up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? for there is no bread, neither is there any 
water; and our soul loatheth this light bread.” (Numbers 21:5) Now, this rebellion was 
made up of three things. 

A. They Doubted God’s Promise
Number one: They doubted God’s promise. For God had not said, “You’re going to

die.” God said, “I’ll take you into a Promised Land.” But they doubted God’s promise. 
They put a question mark after the Word of God. And unbelief, dear friend, is the parent 
sin; it is the mother sin; it is the sin of all sins—for unbelief calls God a liar. And they 
doubted God’s promise. 
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B. They Disdained God’s Provision
But not only did they doubt God’s promise; they disdained God’s provision. They

said, “We don’t like this bread.” (Numbers 21:5) Now, that bread was a picture of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who said, “I am the bread that cometh down from heaven.” (John 
6:50) It was a picture of Jesus. Manna, if you please, was a type of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. And so, they were rebelling not only against the Word of God; they were 
rebelling against the Son of God. 

C. They Despised God’s Prophet
And since they doubted God’s promise, and disdained God’s provision, they also

despised God’s prophet. They spoke against Moses. (Numbers 21:5) Now, friend, if 
they don’t like the Lord, they ought not to like you. Did you know that? And listen. Don’t 
get all upset when folks don’t like you. 

A man came to me the other day just crying in his root beer. “Oh,” he said. “they 
don’t like me. Somebody said something bad about me.” I said, “Friend, I want you to go 
home and I want you to obey Jesus.” And he said, “Do what?” I said, “I want you to 
giggle all night long.” Jesus said not only, “Rejoice,” but Jesus said, “Be exceeding 
glad”—“exceeding glad.” (Matthew 5:12) When’s the last time you were able to take a 
little persecution for your dear Lord? 

They despised God’s prophet. They told Billy Sunday, “Billy, you’d better let down on 
your preaching. You’re rubbing the fur on the cat the wrong way.” He said, “The old 
cat’s headed toward hell, and if she’d turn around, I’d be rubbing it the right way.” 

I know there are a lot of people who don’t like Bible preaching. Here was a crowd, 
and verse 5 tells us there was a sinful rebellion. 

II. A Sure Retribution
Now, the second thing I want you to see is there was a sure retribution. Look in verse 6. 
The Bible says, “And the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the 
people; and much people of Israel died.” (Numbers 21:6) Now, there are several things I 
want you to see about this sure retribution. 

A. It Was Fitting
In the first place, it was fitting—it was fitting. A serpent is a symbol of sin in the

Scripture. You can’t even say the word serpent without the hiss of the snake. It was the 
serpent that crawled his slimy, corroding path onto the pages of history there in the 
Garden of Eden. And from that time to this, the serpent has been a symbol of sin. 

Now it is the serpent’s gospel that God does not punish sin. I want to stand before 
you with all of the unction and function of my soul to say this: that our God is the thrice-
Holy God of Israel, and God does punish sin. Now I know there are lots of folks today 

Copyright ©2022 Love Worth Finding Ministries, Inc. | Used by permission from the Rogers Family Trust. | www.LWF.org/ARLC 
139



who say we ought not to preach about retribution; we ought to preach a positive gospel, 
and we ought to preach all of this. But, friend, the Bible says, “Evil men understand not 
judgment.” (Proverbs 28:5) And I have a sneaking suspicion if the Supreme Court could 
vote on it, they would outlaw hell as “cruel and unusual punishment.” If they could vote 
on it, they would, because “evil men understand not judgment.” 

But I say, dear friend, that God cannot—God never has; God never will—overlook 
one sin. If one-half of one sin—if one scintilla, if one iota of one sin—ever goes 
unpunished, God will topple from His throne and Satan will have won. Somebody has 
said, “When a guilty man is acquitted, the judge is condemned.” I want to tell you, friend, 
it’s not a matter that God is too good to let men go to hell. God is too good not to punish 
sin. I tell you, the holiness of God is at stake. There was a sure retribution. It was fitting. 

B. It Was Fiery
The second thing I want you to notice about it: It was fiery. Well, the Bible says God

sent “fiery serpents.” (Numbers 21:6) I don’t believe they were set on fire; I believe that 
means that when the fatal fangs found their way into that quivering human flesh, every 
nerve became a strand of liquid fire. I believe there was a fever that started to pulsate 
and course through the body. There was a painful result when the serpent bit, for it was 
a fiery bite. 

Now you have to feel sorry for an unsaved man, because his sin pains him to keep it 
and it pains him to give it up. Don’t you ever feel sorry for me because I’m a Christian! 
People say, “Oh, it’s hard to be a Christian.” Where did you ever get that? You didn’t get 
it out of the Bible. Friend, it’s not hard to be a Christian. The Bible says, “The way of 
transgressors is hard.” (Proverbs 13:15) Jesus said, “Take my yoke…and learn of me… 
For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” (Matthew 11:29–30) If I had ten thousand 
lives, I’d give every one of them to Jesus Christ. Don’t you feel sorry for me because I’m 
a Christian. I tell you, it’s glorious; it’s sweet. 

Some people have the idea that God is up there in heaven making a lot of laws to 
make us squirm like a worm in hot ashes trying to keep them. God loves you, and every 
time God says, “Thou shalt not,” God is just saying, “Don’t hurt yourself.” Every time 
God is saying, “Thou shalt,” God is saying, “Help yourself to happiness. I love you.” 
And, friend, I feel sorry for the unsaved man; I don’t feel sorry for the Christian. I’ve 
been preaching for over twenty years, and there are two things I never expect to hear. 
I’ve never heard anybody ever say, “I’m sorry I’m a Christian”—never! And I’ve never 
heard anybody say, “I want to tell you how much the dear, sweet ol’ devil means to me.” 
And I never expect to hear it. No, friend. 
C. It Was Fatal
It was a fitting retribution. It was a fiery retribution. And it was a fatal retribution. For
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the Bible says in verse 6, “And much people…died.” “For the wages of sin is death.” 
(Romans 6:23) And, “When lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is 
finished, bringeth forth death.” (James 1:15) And there it is: lust, sin, and death—l-s-d. 
“When lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth 
forth death.” “And much people of Israel died.” (Numbers 21:6) 

III. A Saving Remedy
Now, there was, first of all, a sinful rebellion. There was, secondly, a sure retribution. 
But there was, thirdly—praise God!—a saving remedy. Notice in verse 7: “Therefore the 
people came to Moses, and said, We have sinned, for we have spoken against the 
LORD, and against thee.” (Numbers 21:7) And, friend, when people start saying, “We 
have sinned,” God starts to move. And so, “the LORD said unto Moses, Make thee a 
fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that every one that is 
bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live.” (Numbers 21:8) 

There are several things I want to say about the saving remedy. 

A. A Sovereign Remedy
In the first place, it was a sovereign remedy, for the Bible says in verse 8, “And [God]

said…” (Numbers 21:8) Now we have folks today who say, “God said it, I believe it, and 
that settles it.  ” Friend, God said it, and that settles it, whether you believe it or not. God 
said it. We need to get back to this. It is a sovereign remedy. 

What was this sovereign remedy? God said, “You take a serpent of brass; put it on a 
pole.” Brass is a symbol of judgment; the serpent, a symbol of sin. It is sin under 
judgment. It is He who knew no sin becoming sin for us, that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him. (2 Corinthians 5:21) And why did the Lord Jesus Christ 
shrink in dark Gethsemane? Why did He shrink back? Friend, Jesus knew that He had 
to become that serpent. Jesus knew that He had to become sin for us. And He did. I 
was reading that again in a motel room in Miami a couple of nights ago by myself. I got 
so happy, I shouted out loud. And I’m not given to shouting. And I thought, “Oh, my 
soul, the detective’s going to be down here and think there’s a murder.” The Lord 
Jesus—the Lord Jesus—became that serpent for me. Oh! And, “He who knew no sin 
God hath made to be sin for us, that we might be made the righteousness of God in 
Him.” (2 Corinthians 5:21) It’s a sovereign remedy. 

Let me tell you something, friend: Jesus isn  ’t the best way to heaven; Jesus is the 
only way to heaven. “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other 
name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.” (Acts 4:12) And if 
Jesus Christ is not the only way, He  ’s none of the way  ; He’s an impostor, a fake, a 
fraud, and a liar. For He Himself said He was the only way. You just can’t be nice about 
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Jesus Christ. Oh, a sovereign remedy! 

B. A Sufficient Remedy
The second thing I want you to notice is it was a sufficient remedy. The Bible says,

“Every one that was bitten, when he looked, lived” (Numbers 21:8)—every one—it didn’t 
make any difference: no matter where he was bitten, no matter how many times he’d 
been bitten. And I want to say, “Bless God! Hallelujah!” To every sin-stricken, guilt-
burdened, habit-enslaved soul, there is a remedy—a sovereign and sufficient remedy. 
The blood of Jesus Christ can make the vilest sinner clean. 

A soldier boy lay dying. The chaplain cradled the dying head of that soldier boy in his 
hands and said, “Soldier, is there something I can do for you?” The soldier said, “No, 
chaplain, I need someone who can undo some things.” That One is Jesus. 

C. A Sure Remedy
Oh, a sufficient remedy, and a sure remedy—a sure remedy—no ifs, ands, buts, and

doubts about it. If you can show me any time, any place, anywhere where anybody 
ever came to Jesus Christ and trusted Jesus Christ to save him and Jesus Christ did not 
do it, I’ll close this book and never preach again. I guarantee you on the authority of the 
Word of God that Jesus Christ has said, “Him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast 
out.” (John 6:37) A remedy—a saving remedy. 

IV. A Simple Requirement
Now, the next thing I want you to notice is the simple requirement. Notice verses 8 and 
9 again of Numbers chapter 21—and it says, “And the LORD said unto Moses, Make 
thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that every one 
that is bitten,”—now, watch it—“when he looketh upon it, shall live.” (Numbers 21:8) 
There was the simple requirement. Oh, it’s so simple we’re almost ashamed to talk 
about it—so simple—for, you see, the way of salvation is gloriously simple and simply 
glorious. That’s what it’s all about. God made it so plain that “a wayfaring man, though a 
fool, shall not err therein.” (Isaiah 35:8) It was a simple requirement. 

Three things I want you to notice about the simple requirement: 

A. It Was Easy
It was easy—it was easy. It wasn’t hard, for several looked. They didn’t have to pay

for it. They didn’t have to pray for it. They didn’t have to work for it. They didn’t have to 
wait for it. All they had to do was to look—so easy! 

Have you ever heard a man preach when you really couldn’t understand what he 
was saying? You hear this man use great, polysyllabic words, and he piles thoughts 
upon thoughts, and he gets so intricate and he gets so involved that people go away 
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and say, “Oh, he’s brilliant—and I didn’t understand what he said. He’s so brilliant.” Just 
because the river is muddy, it’s not deep. Oh, friend, let me tell you something about 
Jesus and about gospel preaching: When you hear a man preach and you don’t 
understand how to be saved—and I mean when it’s simple and plain—God wasn’t in 
that message—God wasn’t in that message! 

Oh, we’re to write it—write it large—so that he that readeth may run: (Habakkuk 2:2) 
Jesus saves! You know what’s wrong in the average pulpit? We have too much intellect 
on parade, too much flesh on parade, too many preachers who want to be editors rather 
than newsboys. Brother, the Bible is the Word of God, and the headlines say, “Jesus 
saves!” And you need to put it on the front porch and not on the roof. It was easy! 
“[Whosoever] looketh…shall live.” (Numbers 21:8) It was easy. 

B. It Was Essential
Not only was it easy, but I want to say it was essential. There’s no other way. I

mean, suppose I talk to a man and I say, “Say, I see the serpent has bitten you. You’d 
better look and live,” and he says, “Well, I will admit that I’ve been bitten, but I know 
folks that have been bitten worse than I have. Some of them are down there in your 
church.” Oh, so what? “You know, people, I’m just as good as those folks down there at 
the church.” I’ve been looking for a man honest enough to say, “I’m just as bad as those 
folks down there at the church.” For a church is nothing but a society of sinners who  ’ve 
finally admitted it —the only organization I know of, except the Hell’s Angels, where 
you have to admit to be bad before you can join. 

Don’t you lie down in the gutter and stretch yourself out alongside some old 
hypocrite and say, “I’m a little longer than he is.” That’s not the point. You’ve been bitten 
by a poisonous serpent. I don’t care if you’ve been bitten once and he’s been bitten 
twice: it’s essential that you look and live. 

All right, here’s another fellow, who says, “Well, I admit I have been bitten, but do 
you know what I’m going to do? I’m going to shake off this snake.” Doesn’t that sound 
good? Here’s a man who says, “Well, I admit I drink a little liquor, but I’m going to quit.” 
Well, suppose he does. He probably won’t, but suppose he does. The only thing that 
means is he’ll go to hell sober. You see, it’s not a matter of shaking off a snake: he has 
poison in his veins. It is essential that he looks and lives. 

Oh, here’s somebody else, so I say, “Hey, friend, I’ve got news for you: God has 
made a saving remedy.” And he says, “Well, I’d like to have it, but I’ll tell you the truth: I 
hate to give up my snake.” Well, some folks are like that. “Well, I just hate to give up my 
sin.” Do you hate to give up your sin? Let me tell you something, sweet friend: The only 
thing God will ask you to give up is that which will hurt you. If it will make you healthy, 
happy, holy, God wants you to have it. “The LORD God is a sun and shield…no good 
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thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly.” (Psalm 84:11) That would be like a 
man saying, “Well, I’d like to be healed, but I hate to give up my cancer.” That’s right. 
“Oh, my precious little snake.” 

Somebody else: I say, “Hey, fellow, God says it’s essential that you look and live.” 
He says, “Well, I’m going to as soon as I get the healing feeling.” You don’t need that, 
man; you need to look. Look and live! It was easy. It was essential, and there was no 
substitute for it: not Grandma’s liniment or anything else. God has but one way: an easy 
way, but an essential way. 

C. It Was Elective
Not only was it easy and essential; it was elective. A person could choose to look or

choose not to. You see, God leaves it up to you. Not everyone looked. Only those who 
looked were those who lived. 

I want you to imagine that we have turned back the calendar and the pages of time, 
and we’re back in that day out there in the desert of Sinai. And everywhere there’s 
wailing and sobbing and wringing of hands, and eyes are red with weeping, and cheeks 
are white with fear, and hands are trembling. People are dying everywhere. The lurking 
reptiles are everywhere. There’s no escape. People are scratching out shallow graves 
in the hard soil. We stand by the graveside of a mother and her son. They’re burying the 
father and the husband there in a shallow grave. They’re weeping, trying to console one 
another. And suddenly there’s a shriek, and the little boy says, “Mama, I’ve been bit.” 
“Oh,” she says, “son, no!” “Yeah, Mama, on the heel. Look, Mama. There it is.” She 
gathers the little boy up—no time to cover the father—drags him off to the tent. The 
fever starts. His face bloats. His temples throb with pain. His face grows white with fear. 
The mother sits down and says, “O God! O God, won’t you do something?” 

And about that time, someone comes running into the camp. He’s shouting at the 
top of his voice, “A cure! A cure! A cure!” Everybody gets quiet, and they say, “What’s 
that, man? What’s that?” He says, “Listen! There’s a cure! There’s a cure!” “Everybody 
get quiet. Man, are you fooling?” “No, I’m not fooling.” “Tell us about it.” “Well,” he says, 
“I can’t explain it. I don’t know everything that happened. But Moses went to God, and 
God said to Moses, ‘Moses, put a serpent of brass upon a pole, and when folks look at 
it, why, why, they’ll be healed.’” “Man, are you sure?” “Am I sure? I was healed!” You 
see, not only are we to be witnesses; we’re to supply part of the evidence, you see: “I 
was healed!” 

Oh, everywhere the people are getting up by the hundreds. The throngs are going 
out there. And there on a pole is a brazen, shiny serpent, and they’re looking. And 
immediately there are instantaneous cures and riotous shouts of joy as people are 
praising the Lord. This mother goes back to the tent where her dying boy lies. She turns 
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back the tent flap. She goes in and she says, “Oh, sonny boy, listen to Mama—oh, 
sonny boy, listen to Mama. I want to tell you something: You don’t have to die. God has 
provided a remedy. Oh, son, don’t ask Mama to explain it, but I’m going to tell you, son: 
God has a way—God has a way! Now, come to the door of the tent. I want you to look. 
You see that shining serpent upon a pole? Look at it, son!” “I see it, Mama! I see it!” And 
the throbbing pain leaves his temples. The flush of health spreads back to his youth. 
Youth spreads back to his face. He sits up. He stretches. He stands. He leaps. He 
dances. He says, “Praise God, Mama! I’m healed! I feel good, Mama! I feel good!” “Oh,” 
she says, “praise God! Thank you, Jesus! Thank you!” 

Now I want you to notice another scene. I want you to notice a wife as she goes into 
the tent where her dying husband lies. She bursts into the tent. Oh, she’s excited. She 
says, “Husband, husband, listen to me. I have news for you. You don’t have to die. God 
has provided a remedy.” He says, “Hold it right there. Stop. Are you talking about the 
brass serpent theory?” “Yes—yes, husband. I…I’m…I’m talking about the…the brass 
serpent, but…but it’s no theory. People are being healed!” He says, “Now, wait a 
minute. I may be sick, but I’m no fool. And I know that there is no possible relationship 
between my sickness and that piece of stupid twisted metal on a pole, and I refuse to 
look.” “But…” “Don’t ‘but.’ I refuse to have you speak of your stupid religion any more in 
this house.” And so, he dies. “For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish 
foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.” (1 Corinthians 1:18) Do 
you see? 

Oh, dear friend, it was an elective requirement: whosoever will may come. 
(Revelation 22:17) Look and live, my brother. Live. Look to Jesus now and live. 

V. A Solemn Responsibility
There’s one last thing, and then I will be finished. Not only was there a sinful rebellion; 
and not only was there a sure retribution; and not only was there a saving remedy; and 
not only was there a simple requirement; but all of that brings me to say the main thing 
that I want to say—it won’t take me long to say it: There is a solemn responsibility—that 
is, if we’ve already looked; that is, if we have already been cured. Can you imagine this 
person who first found the cure not coming into the tent and telling the others? Can you 
imagine a person who claims to be saved—I say, who “claims” to be saved—and 
doesn’t share it? I tell you, dear friend, you’ve got a good reason to put a question mark 
after this thing that you call “salvation” if you don’t want to share it. If you can’t give it 
away, you ought to give it up: it’s not real. You’ll never make me believe that a man 
has the cure for cancer, the cure for snakebite, or the cure for sin, and he doesn’t share 
it—you’ll never make me believe that he honestly has it. 

We have a solemn responsibility to do three things. 
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A. To Look
Number one: to look ourselves. Now, if you haven’t looked, I want you to look. If by

chance there’s somebody here—I don’t know what you’re doing in a preaching 
marathon like this if you’re not saved, what you’d be here for—but if you’re not saved, 
let me tell you something, dear friend: Your first responsibility is to look yourself. 

Friends all around me are trying to find 
What the heart yearns for, by sin undermined; 
I have the secret, I know where ’tis found: 
Only true pleasures in Jesus abound. 
… 
Jesus is all this poor world needs today. 
Blindly they strive, for sin darkens their way. 
O to draw back the grim curtains of night, 
One glimpse of Jesus and all will be bright! 
—HARRY D. LOES 

B. To Love
The first solemn responsibility is to look, and the second is to love. Oh, before you

tell anybody else about Him, how you ought to love Him! How you ought to say, “O 
Lord, I love you. That you became sin for me—that hideous serpent, sin under 
judgment—was a symbol of your suffering one day on the cross. How I love you, 
Jesus!” 

Blessed Redeemer! Precious Redeemer! 
Seems now I see Him on Calvary’s tree; 
Wounded and bleeding, for sinners pleading, 
Blind and unheeding—dying for me! 
—AVIS M. CHRISTIANSEN 

C. To Lift
We ought to look; and then, we ought to love. But, oh, then we ought to lift. We

ought to lift Him, for Jesus said, “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even 
so must the Son of man be lifted up.” (John 3:14) And that’s not only talking about lifting 
Him up on the cross. Oh, but we ought to lift Him up in our homes, in our churches. We 
ought to lift Him up in our conversation. We ought to lift the One who said, “I, if I be lifted 
up…will draw all men unto me.” (John 12:32) 

I tell you, most people have not rejected Jesus; they’ve rejected our churchianity. 
We need to preach Jesus. We need to lift up Jesus. We need to hold Him forth in His 
beauty. We need to lift Him up in His love so that people can look to Jesus. Now I know 
that some of you say, “Well, this is an evangelists conference, and that’s all right for the 
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evangelists, but I’m a Bible teacher and God didn’t call me to be a soul winner.” There’s 
nothing wrong with you, sir, that a good dose of salvation and an old-fashioned revival 
wouldn’t cure. But I’m going to tell you something: A Christian who won’t lift up Jesus is 
like a bus driver who won’t drive a bus; he’s like a barber who won’t cut hair. I don’t care 
what else you do: if you’re not witnessing, lifting up Jesus, you’re not right with God. 
Andrew Murray said, “There are two classes of Christians: soul winners and 
backsliders.” You’re one or the other. Brother, it is our job to lift up Jesus. 

You say, “Well, I don’t know. I’m head of the Desert Urban Renewal League. We 
have a wonderful little committee for the care and feeding of snakebite victims. I am the 
second vice-president of the Society for the Eradication of Serpents.” I don’t care what 
you’re doing or how good it sounds, friend: Jesus is the answer. You need to be telling 
folks, “Look and live, my brother! Live!” 

Conclusion 
Years ago in Mississippi, two boats were passing, and a slave on the deck of one of 
them, when he looked at the other one that went past, said, “Lookie! Lookie! There’s the 
captain! There’s the captain!” The other one said, “Why are you so excited about the 
captain?” “Hey, years ago, I fell off the wharf, and the captain jumped in and saved my 
life. And ever since then, I just love to point him out.” I want to say, friend, that I love to 
point out the One who saved me. Look and live, my brother! Live! Look to Jesus now 
and live. 
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  Be Sure Your Sin 
Will Find You Out  

By Adrian Rogers 

Main Scripture Text:  Numbers 32:23  

“But if ye will not do so, behold, ye have sinned against the Lord: and be sure your sin 
will find you out.” 
NUMBERS 32:23 

Outline 
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Introduction 
Now, tonight, would you open your Bibles to a short passage of Scripture—Numbers 32, 
verse 23. God has given some commands to His people and then He says, “But if ye 
will not do so, behold, ye have sinned against the LORD: and be sure your sin will find 
you out.” (Numbers 32:23) Be sure—know beyond a shadow of any doubt or 
peradventure—that if you’re bound to sin, you’re bound to suffer. Just as surely as a 
man puts his hand on a hot stove and is burned, just so surely, if you sin against God, 
your sin will find you out. 

I heard Billy Graham say one time as he held his Bible aloft, “If you can show me 
any time, any place, anywhere, where anybody ever sinned and got away with that sin, 
I’ll burn my Bible and never preach again.” This is true. God’s Word says, “Be sure your 
sin will find you out.” Now, sin must be pardoned in Christ, or it must be punished in 
hell  . There is no way that you can sin and get by with your sin. And the Bible tells us 
some ways in which sin will find you out. 

Now, notice it does not say your sin will be found out. Many times you sin in secret, 
and it will take the Judgment to reveal all of the things that you’ve done. It says, “Your 
sin will find you out.” 

I. In Your Body
One way that your sin will find you out is in your body. You know, there’s a close 
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correlation between physical health and spiritual health. The Bible says, for example, in 
Galatians 6, “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that 
shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption.” 
(Galatians 6:7–8) That word means “rotten; carrying stench.” When a man sows to the 
flesh, when a man lives a fleshly life, the life of sin, he will in his own body reap 
corruption. 

The Bible also says in 1 Corinthians 3, verse 17, “If any man defile the temple of 
God, him shall God destroy.” (1 Corinthians 3:17) You know as well as I that there are 
certain sins that bring with them certain direct physical consequences. There are certain 
social diseases that are the result of breaking God’s commandment that says, “Thou 
shalt not commit adultery.” (Exodus 20:14) God’s Word says, “Flee fornication.” (1 
Corinthians 6:18) But men laugh at the laws of God and yet God has cursed society 
with certain social diseases. And, by the way, these diseases are running rampant in 
Brevard County in spite of all man’s technology and in spite of his penicillin and the rest 
of it: “He that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption.” 

A young man out in Lubbock, Texas, one day was dressed up, going out on a date, 
clicking his heels down the sidewalk, shaving lotion dripping from his chin, hair slicked 
back, already to meet his sweetheart when he passed an old man with a withered, 
crippled body sitting in a wheelchair. The old man saw the young man, and the old man 
pointed his finger at the young man and said, “Son, come here for a moment. I want to 
ask you a question. Where are you going?” He said, “I’m going out to have a big time, 
dad.” He said, “Son, are you good at problems?” He said, “Yes, I’m pretty good at 
problems. What kind of problem?” He said, “Well, son, I have a problem I want to see if 
you can figure it out.” He said, “Fifteen minutes of pleasure with a little Spanish girl 
down on the Mexican border and a lifetime of being a hopeless cripple in a wheelchair: 
are they equal?” The young man looked at his fine, strong body, and he looked at the 
warped and the twisted and the diseased ridden body of that man in the wheelchair, and 
he said, “My God! No! No, they’re not equal.” The old man lifted a bony finger and 
pointed into the face of that youth and said, “Then, be sure your sin will find you out.” 

Oh, listen, friend. If you’re bound to sin, you’re bound to suffer. The same thing is 
true about drink. The Bible says, “It is good neither to eat [meat], nor to drink wine, nor 
any thing whereby thy brother stumbleth…or is made weak.” (Romans 14:21) The Bible 
says, “Touch not the unclean thing.” (2 Corinthians 6:17) The Bible says, “Look not thou 
upon the wine when it is red, when it giveth his colour in the cup… At the last it biteth 
like a serpent, and stingeth like an adder.” (Proverbs 23:31–32) The people toss away 
God’s laws. They laugh at God’s laws. 

But you watch the poor drunk. Look at his lip twitch; notice the burst blood vessels 
on his face; notice the nervousness of his hands; notice the bloated condition of his 

Copyright ©2022 Love Worth Finding Ministries, Inc. | Used by permission from the Rogers Family Trust. | www.LWF.org/ARLC 
149



body: the poor man, his sin has found itself out in his body. Someone has suggested 
that it affects the whole body. When a man drinks, it gives him a blue outlook. It gives 
him a red nose. It gives him a yellow liver. It gives him a black eye. It gives him a dark 
brown breath. Just about everything you can mention, the poor fellow is affected by it. 
Sin will find itself out in your body. 

Listen, friend. Did you know that worry is a sin? And did you know that there are few 
forms of dissipation that will do more harm to you physically than worry? Worry will do 
the same thing to your body that sand will do to machinery. And yet you sin. Did you 
know that God has said that one day in seven is to be sacred and holy to Him? But yet 
you make the almighty dollar your god, and you drive, drive, drive, trying to get ahead. 
And don’t you understand that many people spend their health trying to get their wealth, 
and then spend their wealth trying to get their health back; that God Almighty has said 
that we’re to rest? But you drive; you drive; you drive! No time for God. No time for 
church. No time for relaxation. No time for family. 

You sin against God. You sin against your body. Then all of a sudden, you feel a 
stabbing pain. You lie down. The wife calls the doctor. She says you had a heart attack. 
“Be sure your sin will find you out.” You worry, and then suddenly you can’t digest your 
food, and you have a burning sensation. The doctor says you have ulcers. Why? “Be 
sure your sin will find you out.” There’s a correlation between sin and suffering. 

Did you know that a mother nursing a little baby, if that mother gets angry and 
fusses, and goes off into a temper tantrum, that she can cause that little baby nursing at 
her breast to have convulsions? Did you know there was that close of a correlation? A 
mother nursing a baby at her breast going into a temper tantrum can cause the poor 
child to have convulsions. Oh, there’s a close correlation between sin and suffering. 

Now, let’s bring it down a little bit closer than this. Here you are at the dinner table. 
Mama’s fixed a nice meal. She’s worked especially hard on this one, and everybody’s 
there, and everybody’s having such a wonderful time, until Junior says, “Say, Dad, can I 
have the car tonight?” He says, “Well, I don’t know.” And sis says, “No, Dad, he had the 
car last night. It’s my turn to have the car tonight.” He says, “Shut up, sis!” She says, 
“Don’t you tell me to shut up!” And the father says, “Both you kids, shut up!” The mother 
says, “Now, dear, don’t speak that way.” “Don’t you tell me how to speak!” And then 
yakety-yakety-yak around the table. And then, what happens? Someone gets up and 
says, “Pardon me. Where’s the Pepto-Bismol?” 

Now, what has happened? Sin! “He that sows to the flesh shall of the flesh reap 
corruption.” (Galatians 6:8) One way that your sin will find you out is in your body. Sin 
can kill you prematurely. You can be irreverent over the things of God and take a quick 
trip to the hospital and maybe to the morgue. You read in 1 Corinthians 11:30, and you’ll 
find where some had sinned in the way they were taking the Lord’s Supper, and Paul 
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said, “For this cause some are sick and weakly among you, and some sleep.” (1 
Corinthians 11:30) Some were cold stone dead in the market. Why? Because they were 
sinning against God, and sin found itself out in their bodies. “Be sure your sin will find 
you out.” And, “He that sows to the flesh and of the flesh reap corruption.” 

II. In Your Character
I want to tell you another way sin will find you out: Your sin will find you out in your 
character. I’m not talking about your body. Maybe you are hale and well and strong and 
physically fit, and you say, “I’m not any puny, emaciated little thing. These sins are not 
going to bother me. I can drink anybody under the table. I can live in sin. I can work 
seven days a week. I’m stronger than most men.” Friend, sin will also find itself out in 
your character—and a rotting body is not nearly so bad as a rotten character. 

You can be sick on the inside. “Oh,” you say, “what’s character? What importance is 
character?” I’ll tell you there’s a lot of importance. You have to look yourself right in the 
face in the mirror every morning when you shave, sir. Dear lady, you have to live with 
yourself. You at least ought to be fit to know. You ought to have a good character. By 
the way, do you know the difference between your character and your reputation? 
Your reputation is what others think about you. Your character is what God and your 
wife know about you. And, brother, you need a good character. And sin will find itself 
out in your character. And some of you now have characters that are besmirched and 
smeared with sin. 

III. In Your Children
I’ll tell you a third way that your sin will find itself out: Your sin will find itself out in your 
children. You say, “That doesn’t seem fair, Brother Rogers. After all, what did they have 
to do with it?” Why should the fathers eat sour grapes and the children’s teeth be set on 
edge? (Ezekiel 18:2) Sure, it’s not fair, and that’s the reason why you’re so devilish and 
so mean for sinning: that your children have to suffer. But is there a man or a woman 
who would stand up in this congregation tonight and tell me that children do not suffer 
for the sins of their parents? Is there anybody who’s so illogical that they would say 
that’s not so? Would you tell me that the children of the drunkards don’t suffer? Would 
you tell me that the children of a man with an ungovernable temper don’t suffer? Would 
you tell me that the children of the cocktail-sipping, cigarette-sucking, dancing mother 
don’t suffer? They do suffer. They do suffer! And sin will find itself out in the lives of your 
children. 

If you don’t believe that, you read the tragic story of King David and his sin. King 
David was out there on the ramparts, and he looked down and he saw ol’ Bathsheba 
from Hollywood taking a sunbath down there, and he decided he’d watch for a while. 
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Perhaps it wasn’t a sunbath. Somebody told me one time, “You said a sunbath, but it 
was nighttime. How could she be taking a sunbath?” Well, I don’t know. Maybe she was 
taking a moonbath. And David decided he would look a while. I don’t know whether 
David was out there on purpose or not. Perhaps he just saw something temporarily he 
ought not to have seen. Somebody has said we cannot keep the birds from flying over 
our heads, but we can certainly keep them from making a nest in our hair. It’s the 
second look, mister, that’s sin. 

David was about that age—he was middle-aged—where so many men get so foolish 
and so sinful and so wicked. David there committed a horrible sin and a vile sin. He 
called for this woman to be brought into his own palace, into his own chambers. And 
there he sinned against God, and he sinned against his wife, and he sinned against his 
children, and he sinned against his body, and he sinned against this woman, and sinned 
against her husband, and sinned against society. He sinned. He sinned against God. 

 And there was a preacher—his name was Nathan—who came to call on King 
David, but he didn’t come to talk to him about catching up on his church pledge. He 
came to talk to him about his sin face to face, and he told David a story. He said, “King, 
there was a man.” He didn’t tell him who the man was, but he said, “This man had 
everything. And his neighbor didn’t have anything, hardly, except one little pet lamb. 
And this wealthy man who had flocks and herds and houses and everything his heart 
could desire, when a friend came for a banquet, went and took his neighbor’s little pet 
lamb, the precious little pet lamb, and took it and killed it—took it for himself and fed his 
neighbor with it. 

When the king heard this, he was angry. The Bible says he was wroth and he said, 
“Who is the man? Tell me, and he’ll pay fourfold.” And David sentenced himself in his 
own court when Nathan the prophet said, “Thou art the man.” And then he told David 
how David, who had everything, had taken Uriah the Hittite’s one wife, his one precious 
lamb, as it were, to himself, and sacrificed her purity upon the altar of his lust. And 
David said, “Yes, I’m guilty. Pray to God.” But Nathan the prophet said, “David, God will 
forgive you, but you’re still going to pay.” (2 Samuel 12:1–14) 

Did you know there is such a thing as pardon with punishment? Did you know that? 
Did you know that God can forgive your sin and still punish it, if you’re Christian, in this 
life? He did in David’s case. There was a child born out of that illicit relationship with 
Bathsheba—a beautiful, bouncing baby boy, but it was not long until this child lay dying. 
And David prayed he said, “O God, O God, O God, I’ve sinned, and I’m sorry. And, 
God, if it be possible, take my life. Kill me, Lord, but spare the child.” But it was not long 
until the pale horse of death and its rider went galloping by, and that little child, that little 
body, grew limp and cold and lifeless. And there was whispering in the court. People 
would not even tell the king, but finally the news leaked out, and the king said, “Is the 
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child dead?” And they said, “Yes, the child is dead.” And David’s first crop was in the 
barn. (2 Samuel 12:15–23) 

 And then again, David had a beautiful daughter. Her name was Tamar. She was 
vivacious. She was lovely. She was beautiful. And David loved her as any father would 
love a daughter. But David also had a son, and this was a lecherous son. He was 
twisted with lust. He was depraved and repulsive. He was a horrible, hellish, hateful 
man, and he burned with lust toward his half-sister Tamar. And he enticed his sister 
Tamar into his room on the pretense of being sick, and there he ruined her and 
committed incest with her. 

It took brave men to bear the news to King David as to what had happened. No 
doubt, when he heard of what had happened, that his own daughter had fallen victim to 
one of his own sons in a horrible act of lust, I have no doubt but what David 
remembered his own temptation, his own lust, his own surrender, and his own fall: “Be 
sure your sin will find you out.” And David’s second crop was in the barn. But David 
said, “The man that has done this thing shall pay fourfold.” (2 Samuel 13:1–21) 

David had another son. His name was Absalom. And Absalom hated Amnon for the 
thing that he had done to his sister Tamar. And so Absalom made a great feast for his 
brothers, and he invited them all there and made sure that Amnon was there. And while 
Amnon was there, he made certain that Amnon drank heavily, and just at the right time 
he sent in the messenger with a dagger. And drunken and bleary and reeling under the 
influence of the red cup of wine, Amnon turned his back at the wrong moment, and in 
went the dagger up to the heart. He grabbed hold, perhaps, of the curtain, gave a 
groan, and fell to the floor, and mingled his blood with the wine. Crimson were the 
drapes; crimson was the rug with blood and wine. And David’s third crop was in the 
barn. But I have no doubt that when they brought the message to King David, King 
David’s mind went out to a battlefield. And he did not see his son Amnon lying there 
dead, but he saw Uriah the Hittite murdered on the battlefield because of David’s sin. 
Be sure your sin will find you out in your children. His third crop was in the barn. (2 
Samuel 13:22–31) 

But then, David had a son, Absalom, the one who had done this deed. He was 
David’s most beloved, I suppose, of all of his sons. And Absalom, a handsome man, a 
tall man, ruddy of complexion, with long flowing hair, went out to battle. And David said 
to his commander-in-chief, “Absalom has rebelled against me, but don’t kill him. When 
you go out to battle, spare him. Spare his life.” And you remember the story how 
Absalom was riding along on his beautiful horse, and he rode underneath the tree, and 
his hair was caught in the branches—the long hair caught in the branches. Fellows, let 
that be a warning to you. And he was swept off of his horse, dangling there in midair. 
And the soldier came along and saw this man dangling in midair, and took his spear and 
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ran it through him—the dart driven through his heart. 
And they came back to give David news of the battle. And David said, “I don’t want 

to know the news of the battle.” He said, “There’s one thing I want to know. Give me this 
news: Is the young man Absalom safe?” And they told him the story, the horrible story, 
the terrible story, that Absalom was dead. I can see the tottering old king now. His hair 
is gray; wrinkles are in his brow; dark circles are under his eyes. He’s now in exile. His 
own son has turned against him, the son that he loved, the son that he held and rocked 
as a baby. And now this son is swinging from a tree, the blood drained from his body. 
An old King David says, “O my son Absalom! My son! My son Absalom! Would to God I 
had died for thee, O Absalom! My son! My son!” Poor David, his fourth crop was in the 
barn: “The man that has done this thing shall pay fourfold.” Yes, your sin will find itself 
out in your children—in your children—in your children! (2 Samuel 18) 

IV. In Eternity
Not only will sin find itself out in your body; and not only will it find itself out in your 
character; and not only will it find itself out your children; but I want to tell you, my dear 
friend, that your sin will find itself out in eternity, sooner or later. You may think that 
you’re getting by with your sin now. You may say, “I have no children. I’m still firm of 
body, and I’m not concerned about something as nebulous as character. I’m living high, 
wide, and handsome, and I don’t need any narrow-minded Baptist preacher to tell me to 
do any different.” 

Friend, I want to tell you something: God Almighty is a holy God. He’s the thrice-holy 
God of Israel, and it is God Almighty, not Adrian Rogers, that says, “Be sure your sin will 
find you out.” You’re going to face your sin one of these days. You see, it looks like now 
you’re getting by with your sin, because sin always starts out sweet, but it ends bitter. 

Look, for example, at the sin of drink. Look with me, please, in Proverbs 23. I’m 
reading starting in verse 31: “Look not thou upon the wine when it is red, when it giveth 
his colour in the cup, when it moveth itself aright. At the last it biteth like a serpent, and 
stingeth like an adder.” (Proverbs 23:31–32) Remember this: “At the last…” No man 
ever starts out to be a drunkard. No man ever starts out to be buried in a pauper’s grave 
and wake up in a devil’s hell. He always starts out to be a social drinker. He always 
starts out to be a man of distinction. But God’s Word says, “At the last it biteth like a 
serpent…”—“At the last”—not at the beginning, but at the last—“it biteth like a serpent, 
and stingeth like an adder.” 

Sure, you don’t think you’re going to become a drunkard. Nobody does. Suppose the 
devil were to tell you the truth. Suppose the devil were to say, “I want to make you a 
drunkard with the loss of all that life holds dear. I want you to lose your job and your 
self-respect and your health. And I want to put you in a drunkard’s grave.” No one would 
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drink, then. The Bible says, “Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and whosoever is 
deceived thereby is not wise.” (Proverbs 20:1) And you may be sinning against God in 
this matter of alcohol, and you may think you’re so smart that you’re controlling it. “Be 
sure your sin will find you out.” 

The same thing is true about the sin of sex, sinning against God in the matters of 
sex. Look again in the book of Proverbs chapter 5. A lot of teenagers think that they’ve 
got their parents whipped on this thing: “The parents are just old fogies. They don’t 
know we’re living in a new and a modern age.” Listen to Proverbs chapter 5, verses 3 
through 5: “For the lips of a strange woman drop as an honeycomb, and her mouth is 
smoother than oil.” (Proverbs 5:3) Oh boy, she’s some babe, isn’t she, fellow? “Honey-
lips”: that’s what they’d call her—“I think I’ll go down and have a date with ol’ honey-
lips.” “The lips of a strange woman drop as an honeycomb, and her mouth is smoother 
than oil.” Boy, she has a line! She’s a good talker. She knows how to lead the fellows 
on. You’re having a big time, aren’t you? You think I’m crazy when I say, “Be sure your 
sin will find you out.” You’re not worried about your health. You don’t have any kids. 
You’re not worried about your character. Listen to the Word of God: “But her end is 
bitter as wormwood, sharp as a two-edged sword. Her feet go down to death; her steps 
take hold on hell.” (Proverbs 5:4–5) 

You can’t laugh at God’s laws. You can’t break God’s laws. You cannot go on your 
selfish, prideful, willful way, and think that God will overlook it. I warn you, He will not—
He will not! Oh, sure, the cup sparkles; sure, it moves itself, all right; oh, how beautiful, 
how tantalizing, are the whiskey ads, but at the last—at the last—her end is bitter as 
wormwood. You see, God puts the emphasis not on the beginning, but the end. The 
devil puts the emphasis on the beginning. The cup of sin is sweet to begin with, but the 
dregs are always bitter. Old Dr. Lee says, “You can eat the devil’s corn if you want to, 
but he’ll choke you on the cob.” Oh, friend, let me tell you something: “Be sure”—be 
absolutely sure—“your sin will find you out.” 

The same thing is true about ill-gotten money. The same thing is true about stealing 
and getting things dishonestly and doing a business that’s crooked. The Bible says in 
Jeremiah 17, verse 11, “He that getteth riches, and not by right…”—that means that if 
you’re in any crooked, dishonest business, whether it be stealing, whether you’re a 
tavern keeper, whether you’re running a business that’s selling the dirty rotten liquor, 
whether you’re in any business that God cannot approve of—“He that getteth riches, 
and not by right, shall leave them in the midst of his days, and at his end shall be a 
fool.” (Jeremiah 17:11) 

Notice where God puts the emphasis: “at his end.” Notice that God said, “At the last 
it biteth like a serpent”; “Her end is bitter as wormwood”; that “at his end he shall be a 
fool.” Do you see where God puts the emphasis? So many people think because they’re 
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not being punished, so many people think because God does not chastise them, that 
they’re getting by with their sin. 

Let me tell you how God deals with sin. If you’re a Christian, God deals with you on 
a cash basis. If you’re lost, He deals with you on a credit basis. Did you know that? If I 
as a Christian sin, immediately God will punish me. Immediately God will chastise me—
immediately! And if I can sin and God does not chastise me, that’s a sign I’m not saved. 
But if you’re not saved, God’s not going to whip you. Man, you just go right on: God’s 
not going to lay a hand on you. God is not going to touch you until the right time. The 
Bible says, “Ye that put far away the evil day…” (Amos 6:3) 

And that’s exactly what you’re doing: You’re treasuring up, the Bible says, “wrath 
against the day of wrath” (Romans 2:5)—hoarding it up; treasuring up wrath. You’re 
going to get yours in the liquid lake of fire. But God says, “Her end is bitter as 
wormwood…her steps take hold on hell”; “at the last strong drink bites like a serpent, 
stings like an adder”; “at the end the man who gets dishonest wealth shall leave them, 
and at his end he shall be a fool.” What does the Scripture teach? The Scripture 
teaches surely, plainly, positively, “Be sure your sin will find you out.” 

Conclusion 
One other thing and then I’m finished. The Bible also teaches 1 John 1, verse 7: “The 
blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.” (1 John 1:7) I said at the 
beginning of this message, your sin will be pardoned in Christ or punished in hell. You 
cannot sin and get away with it. Christ died to pay for your sin. If you want to escape the 
consequences of your sin, repent of your sin; trust Jesus. He’ll forgive you, and then 
your sin will be buried in the grave of God’s forgetfulness. And as far as the east is from 
the west, so far will He remove your transgressions from you. (Psalm 103:12) 
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Introduction 
ould you take God’s Word, please, and this morning would you turn to the Book 
of Numbers chapter 32. And in just a moment we’re going to look at a very 

significant verse there—Numbers chapter 32. It’s good to hear the pages turn to know 
that you have a copy of God’s Word—and, by the way, if you need a copy of God’s 
Word, then look there in the pew rack if you failed to bring one with you. Most likely, 
there should be a copy there. Now here in God’s Word we find a warning—a very 
simple, concise warning. It is found in one verse—Numbers chapter 32 and verse 23: 
“But if ye will not do so, behold, ye have sinned against the LORD: and be sure your sin 
will find you out” (Numbers 32:23). 

Now there are not a lot of things that we can be sure of. We talk about something—
we say, “Well, it’s as sure as death itself.” Well, you can’t be all that sure of death. 
You’re looking at a man that may not die. Jesus may come this afternoon, and I’ll go up 
without dying, amen? “Well,” we say, “it’s as sure as the sunrise.” Well, how do you 
know the sun is going to come up in the morning? You say, “It always has.” Well, it may 
not. One time, God made the sun to stand still. He just may decide to do it again 
tomorrow morning. You don’t know. I think it will come. And so do you. But if you really 
think about it, there are a lot of things that we can’t be absolutely certain about. But 
there’s one thing that we can know that we know; there’s one thing that we can be 
certain about. There’s one thing that is a sure thing—no equivocation, no peradventure. 
You can know that you know this: Be sure your sins will find you out. Be absolutely, 
totally, sure your sin will find you out.  

Now, what kind of sin is he talking about? There are a lot of kinds of sins. There are 
the sins of the flesh: drunkenness, drug abuse, adultery, and fornication. There are the 

W
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sins of the spirit: pride, envy, and selfishness. Sins of disposition: anger and hostility. 
There are social sins: prejudice and repression. There are national sins, domestic sins, 
and all kinds of sins. What about here when he says: “Be sure your sin will find you 
out”? 

Well, you have to see the context in order to understand it. And let me just give it to 
you right now. This scripture took place on the threshold of the children of Israel 
entering into the Promised Land, the land of Canaan. They have come out of Egypt. 
They’ve come through the wilderness. They are now on the threshold of entering into 
Canaan, and they’re about to go in. And they’re on the east side of Jordan, ready to 
cross Jordan and go over to the west bank. Now there were two tribes there: the tribe of 
Gad, and the tribe of Reuben. And they have a lot of sheep and flocks and herds. And 
when they came to the east side of Jordan, they saw the grass was knee-high: thick, 
luxurious, and beautiful. And they said to Moses, “If you don’t mind, we’d just like to 
settle right here. We would like to stay on the east side of Jordan, and we’d just like to 
feed our sheep, and feed our flocks, and feed our herds right here, and settle down, and 
build some corrals and some pens. And we have everything that we need right here on 
this side of Jordan.” 

But Moses said, “Now, wait a minute. When we cross over Jordan—the rest of us—
and go in there to possess the land that God has given us, there are Canaanites in the 
land; there are warlike tribes. There is going to be battle, and there’s going to be a war. 
And do you think that Gad and Reuben can stay over here on this side of Jordan when 
we’re over there on that side of Jordan in a battle? You’re going to have to come over 
and help your brothers. Now if you are willing to cross over Jordan—if you are willing, in 
time of battle, to cross over and to help your brothers—then we’ll let you come back and 
settle here after the battle is over. But when the battle gets hot, you’re going to have to 
come and fight. No man has a right to be at peace when his brothers are at war. And 
so, if you will do that, fine. But if you will not do so”—here’s our text: “But if ye will not do 
so, behold, ye have sinned against the LORD: and be sure your sin will find you out.” 

What is the sin that he mentions that is certain to find you out? It is the sin of 
omission—the sin of omission. Not commission, but omission. It is the sin of failing to do 
what we ought to do. Now that is the greatest sin, and all other sins—are you 
listening?—all other sins are symptoms of this one sin. All other sins are symptoms of 
this one sin. This is the major sin. The sin of omission is a greater sin than the sin of 
commission. That’s the reason the Bible says, in James chapter 4, verse 17, “To him 
that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin” (James 4:17). You see, all 
other sins grow out of failing to do what we ought to do. 

Now that’s the reason that I have chosen this morning to bear down on this 
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particular thing. And I want you to listen, because I’m not just talking to you about 
theory; I’m talking to you about something that is vitally, vitally important. You see, what 
is the problem with the sin of omission? And why did I say that the sin of omission is 
greater than all other sins? Very simple! You’re logical—think with me. You see, 
everybody is doing something, right? Certainly, everybody has got to be doing 
something. Now if you’re doing what you ought to do, then you can’t be doing what you 
ought not to do. And so, therefore, it is the sin of omission that is the greater sin, and 
the sin that brings us into so much damage and so much destruction. 

There are three things I want you to see about this sin that will surely find you out. 

I. A Very Destructive Sin
And the very first thing I want you to see is that it is a very destructive sin—it is a very 
destructive sin. In the Bible, you find that God brings judgment upon people not 
primarily for what they do, but because of what they don’t do. For example, when Jesus 
cursed the fig tree, did Jesus put a curse upon that fig tree because that fig tree brought 
forth poisonous fruit? No, but because it brought forth no fruit (Matthew 21:19). When 
Jesus told the parable of the Good Samaritan, and the priest and the Levite passed by 
and left that man in the ditch, had the priest and the Levite beat that man, and robbed 
that man, and brutalized that man? No. The force of the parable is that they simply 
passed him by (Luke 10:31–32). What our Lord was talking to them about was not so 
much the sin of commission but the sin of omission. 

If you will continue to think, in the Bible, about that man in that parable of the talents, 
when Jesus gave to various men certain talents, and there was one man who had a 
talent, and he took it and hid it in the ground (Matthew 25:18), now had he stolen it? 
Had he squandered it? Had he misinvested it? No, he simply did nothing with it, and he 
was called “wicked and slothful,” simply because of what he failed to do (Matthew 
25:26).  

I heard of an employer who said to a man who worked for him, “You’re fired.” He 
said, “Why? I didn’t do anything.” He said, “That’s why you're fired.” “I didn’t do 
anything.” 

Now the Bible teaches that it is the sin of neglect; it is the sin of omission. It is not so 
much what we do that is wrong that God judges us for—it’s not what we do that is 
wrong; it’s what we have failed to do. Do you know what most of us do? We spend our 
time trying not to do the wrong thing. The average Baptist is trying not to be dishonest, 
trying not to steal, trying not to lie, trying not to lust, trying not to be lazy, trying not to be 
proud, trying not to do this, and not to do that, and not to do that—and that’s the reason 
he fails. He’s putting the emphasis in the wrong place. Paul said, “Be not overcome of 
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evil, but overcome evil with good” (Romans 12:21). Now, what’s he saying? He’s saying 
that the problem with so many of us is simply this: that our problem in life is the sin of 
omission. 

A little boy said, “The sins of omission are the sins we ought to have committed and 
didn’t.” The sin of omission is failing to do what we ought to do—and it is a dangerous, 
very dangerous, thing. 

For example, let me ask you a question. Why are men lost? Why do men go to hell? 
“Oh,” you say, “they go to hell because they lie; they steal; they drink; they cheat; they 
murder; they’re proud; they’re arrogant.” No, no, no! That’s not why men go to hell. For 
those sins Jesus bled, suffered, and died; and those sins have been paid for. Why do 
men go to hell? Because they fail to receive Christ. What does John 3:18 say? “He that 
believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, 
because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God” (John 3:18). 
Why does a man go to hell? Not because of what he does, but because of what he 
doesn’t do. He has not received Christ as his personal Savior and Lord. And that’s the 
reason it’s said in John chapter 16 that, when the Holy Spirit is come, He will convince 
the world of sin, because they believe not (John 16:8–9)—not because of what they do, 
but because of what they don’t do. 

You see, it is the failure to receive Jesus Christ as one’s personal Savior that 
condemns him. Somewhere I’ve seen a gospel tract: on one side, it says, “What must I 
do to be saved?” and underneath, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved.” On the other side, it says, “What must I do to be lost?” and there’s just a blank 
space. Nothing—just do nothing. A man is lost already. Why? “Because he hath not 
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God” (John 3:18). Are you listening, 
dear friend? You see, it is the sin of omission that causes men to die and to go to hell; 
not the sin of commission—because those sins have been paid for. 

Now, let’s think about this in our spiritual life. What is it that causes people to be 
weak in their spiritual life? “Well,” you say, “they go to the wrong places of amusement, 
or they keep company with the wrong crowd.” That’s not, primarily, their problem. It’s 
not what they do; it’s what they fail to do. 

You see, let’s think for a moment. And you say, “Pastor, you know, I am just so 
weak. I can hardly get out of bed in the morning. I can hardly drag myself to the 
bathroom. I can’t lift my arms to shave or comb my hair. I can hardly get my clothes on. 
I am just losing weight. I haven’t got any strength,” or whatever. I say, “Man, you’d 
better go see a doctor. Something is bad wrong with you.” “Well,” you say, “I don’t know 
what’s wrong.” I say, “Well, listen. Let me try to help you. Maybe it’s something you’ve 
been eating that’s wrong. You’ve been eating anything that’s bad for you?” “Oh, no, I 
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don’t eat at all.” “You what?” “I don’t eat. Oh, well, I do get a few bites every Sunday, but 
I just don’t eat other than that.” I say, “You’re not eating?” “No.” “And you want me tell 
you why you’re so weak? Friend, listen. I’ll tell you why you’re so weak. You’re not 
eating. You’ve got to have some food in your body.” 

Now, listen, folks. The reason that some of us are so spiritually anemic and sick is 
not because what’s coming into our bodies is wrong; it is because of what’s coming into 
our spirits that is wrong. It is not because of what’s coming in that isn’t right. 

Job said, “I have desired the words of his mouth more than my necessary food” (Job 
23:12). There’s no way possible that you can be a strong, vibrant Christian if you do not 
feast on the Word of God. The Bible says, “As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk 
of the word, that ye may grow thereby” (1 Peter 2:2). 

Oh, listen. We are weak, not because of what we do wrong, but what we fail to do 
right. The same thing is true in our prayer life. Did you know that you don’t have a failure 
but that which is a prayer failure? There’s not a thing that you’ve done wrong but that 
which proper prayer would have prevented. What did Jesus say to those disciples? 
“Watch and pray, lest ye enter into temptation” (Mark 14:38). You say, “Oh, Peter 
cursed and denied the Lord.” That wasn’t Peter’s fault. Peter’s fault was he didn’t watch 
and pray. That was Peter’s fault: not cursing, and swearing, and denying the Lord; it 
was only a symptom that Peter did not watch and pray. You don’t have a need in your 
life but what proper prayer would have supplied that need. I am telling you, dear friend, 
that the problem in our lives is not what we do wrong; it is what we fail to do. That is 
right. It is the sin of omission: that is the sin that is making us weak spiritually. 

Let’s go ahead and think a little bit about our thought life. You say, “Well, I just have 
all kinds of difficulty in my mind. I just can’t get my mind out. I can’t keep these lustful 
thoughts, or these spiteful thoughts, or these materialistic thoughts, out. I can’t control 
my thought life.” Why not? “I’ve tried to control my thought life, and I’m just not able to 
do it.” Well, friend, I want to tell you, just like you can’t be in two places at one time, you 
can’t think two thoughts at one time. And the problem is not that you’re thinking wrong 
things; the problem is that you’re not thinking right things. Everybody has got to be 
thinking something. 

They asked a little boy, “How do you spell vacuum?” He said, “Oh,” he said, “I can’t 
think of it right now, but I’ve got it in my head.” Now most of us do think we have a 
vacuum up there, but you really don’t, because nature abhors a vacuum. And if you’re 
not thinking what is right, then you are going to be thinking what is wrong. 

That’s the reason you need to load up on the Word of God. “Wherewithal shall a 
young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto according to thy word” (Psalm 

119:9). “Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee” (Psalm 
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119:11). “Whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things 
are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things 
are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these 
things” (Philippians 4:8). And if you can’t think two thoughts at one time, if you’re 
thinking what’s right, then you cannot be thinking what is wrong. And, you see, it is the 
sin of omission, it is that sin of failing to hide God’s Word in your heart, that gets you in 
trouble. The reason people are lost is they haven’t believed. The reason that people are 
weak is they have not received. The reason that people think wrong is they have not 
loaded up with the right thing and gotten those right thoughts in their heart and in their 
minds. You say, “Well, that’s so simple.” Yes, it’s so simple, but most of us are trying not 
to do the wrong thing rather than doing the right thing—and this is the sin. 

Listen. What do you have to do to destroy your marriage? Do you have to curse your 
wife? Beat your wife? No. I’ll tell you what to do: just simply neglect her—neglect her. 
Homes are being ruined today, and homes are being destroyed, not because, primarily, 
of what we do wrong. Those wrong things that happen are the things that happen 
because we fail to do the right things. Why does a man run off with somebody else’s 
wife? I’ll tell you why. He hadn’t stayed in love with his own wife—that’s why. He just 
neglected his own wife. We neglect to cultivate that marriage. 

Now, don’t get the idea that love is like a diamond: something beautiful to be 
discovered and treasured. No. Love is like a flower: something beautiful to be cultivated. 
You have to cultivate love. Have you ever tried to grow a garden? What do you have to 
do to destroy the garden? Just leave it alone. The weeds will take it. Just leave it alone. 
You leave your marriage alone, and the weeds will get it. I’m still working on my 
marriage, and I have to work on it day after day; and Joyce has to work on me to work 
on it. And we just have to work on that marriage, but it’s worth it—it’s worth it. 

Cultivate it: that love needs to be visualized; that love needs to be vitalized; and that 
love needs to be verbalized. 

One woman said, “You don’t tell me you love me.” He said, “Look, woman. When we 
got married, I told you I loved you. If I change my mind, then I’ll let you know.” 

No. Day by day by day, we need to visualize, verbalize, and vitalize that love and 
cultivate that garden of love. You see, it is neglect—it is neglect—that causes the home 
to fail. It is failing to do what we know that causes the home to fail. It is failing to do what 
we know that we ought to do. 

The same thing is true in a church. What do you have to do to destroy a church? 
What would you have to do to destroy this church? You don’t have to burn the building 
down—you don’t have to. Just simply neglect—neglect—those things that you know 
that you ought to do, and that’s the way that you can destroy a church. You know, I 
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believe that we have some first cousins to the tribes of Gad and Reuben that are 
members of our churches today. They just want to drink the sweet and eat the fat. I 
mean, they want to stay on the wrong side of Jordan. They just want to be blessed, and 
they say, “Pastor, feed me, pastor.” And they come, you know, and they want to be 
blessed, but they don’t want to do anything, I mean, when we’re trying to “take our 
Canaan.” Well, maybe if we do “take our Canaan,” then they might come. But they’re 
just willing to sit around—no sacrifice! Now it’s all right for Brother Bob Sorrell to do it. 
It’s all right for Jim Whitmire to do it. It’s all right for somebody else to go out there and 
suffer and bleed, and pray and work and give; but they’re just going to kind of sit aside 
on the wrong side of Jordan. Oh, no, dear friend. Listen. There’s a battle for us, and it all 
belongs to all of us. And we just simply neglect, and let the church die. 

Now I read this the other day: “There was a man who lived in the twentieth century. 
His house was new. He had two cars, and a boat graced his garage and carport. A color 
television gleamed in his den. His family was healthy, and, lo, good fortune did smile 
upon him. As was his custom when he was in town, when the fish were not biting, when 
he was not at the lake, when company did not come, when he could get up on time, 
when he was not too tired, and when there was nothing else he could do, he went 
regularly to church. On these occasions, once every five or six weeks, he spent his time 
deploring the decaying state of the church. The Sunday School was low in attendance. 
The choir was scanty. The congregation was small. The offering was poor. The 
preacher was discouraged. ‘They ought to do better,’ he said. ‘What do they think this 
religion is about, anyway? Surely, they could do better than this.’ So vacation and days 
off came and went until many moons had passed; and, as is the way of the world, this 
man’s children grew up. He knew that they did not go to church, because the times 
down at the church had not interested them in religion. The man’s health failed. One 
day, he noticed something strange. The people down at the church came by no more; 
they did not visit. Verily, verily, he was angry. But being a great heart, he decided he 
would forgive them and go to church once more. But, behold, when he arrived, there 
was no church—only a 7–11 store. ‘Where’s the church?’ he demanded. ‘Dead’ was the 
answer. ‘Oh,’ he moaned, ‘they should not have let it die.’” What do you have to do to 
kill a church? Just simply neglect it—neglect it. 

Dear friend, I want to tell you, this sin of omission is the sin out of which all other sins 
grow. It’s the sin that will send you to hell. It is the sin, if you get saved, that will keep 
you from being victorious. It is the sin that will blight your marriage. It is the sin that will 
ruin your church. It is simply failing to do what you ought to do. “If ye will not do so, 
behold, ye have sinned against the LORD: and be sure your sin will find you out” 
(Numbers 32:23). 
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II. A Very Deceiving Sin
Now a second thing about this sin: not only is this sin a destructive sin, but it’s also such 
a deceiving sin. It’s such a deceiving sin. You see, if I get drunk, then everybody would 
say, “Oh, he got drunk; he ought not to get drunk.” If I steal, and I get caught, then 
everybody would say, “Well, he stole; he ought not to steal.” If I do some sin of the flesh, 
and you can see it, and so forth, and I can see it… And we all get guilty about what 
everybody does wrong. But, you know, again, the problem is not what we do wrong; it’s 
what we fail to do that we ought to do. 

But, you see, the reason that this is such a deceptive sin is that it’s so respectable. I 
mean, there are a lot of folks who are sitting in here who are not drunkards who are 
committing this sin: failing to do what you ought to do. And I’ll tell you, furthermore, it’s 
such an easy sin to cover up, because, you see, I don’t know what God has told you to 
do, and you don’t know what God has told me to do. Now God may have told Brother 
Bob Sorrell to do something he hasn’t done. Or, Bob, God may have told David to do 
something, and he hasn’t done it—I don’t know. Of course, Jim always does exactly 
what he’s supposed to do by the Holy Spirit. But we don’t know what God may be laying 
on somebody else’s heart to do. And so that sin is deceptive, because—number one—
it’s such a respectable sin. It is so easy to hide and so easy to isolate. 

But I want to tell you something, friend. The most dangerous enemy in your life is 
when God has directly told you to do something, and you refuse to do it. Now at that 
time you open yourself up to an invasion from hell, because all nature abhors a vacuum. 
And the Bible says, “To him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin” 
(James 4:17). And I’ll tell you what sin does. Sin opens you up to the devil. When God 
told Saul to sacrifice and to kill all of the cattle of the Amalekites, and he failed to do it, 
this is what, then, Samuel told Saul. He said, “To obey is better than sacrifice, and to 
hearken than the fat of rams. For rebellion is as iniquity and witchcraft” (1 Samuel 
15:22–23). When you fail to obey what God has told you to do, you actually begin to do 
business with the devil. And the devil moves into that vacuum. And when God has told 
you to do something, and you refuse to do it, dear friend, you don’t realize what’s 
happening to you, but the devil is moving in: into that vacuum, into your heart, and into 
your life. 

For example, has God told you to pray for someone? Now we can’t pray for 
everyone, but the Holy Spirit tells us who to pray for. And the Scripture puts it this way: 
“God forbid that I should sin against the LORD in ceasing to pray for you” (1 Samuel 
12:23). You see, just that failing to do what I ought to do is a sin against the Lord. Has 
God told you to witness to somebody? Has the Holy Spirit said, “Listen, Adrian; listen, 
Bob; listen, Bill—listen, here’s a person that you’re to witness to,” and you get that 

Copyright ©2022 Love Worth Finding Ministries, Inc. | Used by permission from the Rogers Family Trust. | www.LWF.org/ARLC 
164



divine assignment from Almighty God, and you don’t witness to them? Well, not only are 
they going to miss the blessing, but you’re also going to receive the judgment. God 
says, in Ezekiel, chapter 3, verse 18, “When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely 
die; and thou givest him not warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked from his wicked 
way, to save his life; the same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I 
require at thine hand” (Ezekiel 3:18). You will be responsible, not because, dear friend, 
you did something wrong, but because you failed to do what God said when God says, 
“Warn that man; speak to that woman,” and you don't do it. 

Suppose there were a man sentenced to die in the electric chair, or to die by 
injection, or to die by the hangman’s noose, and some people implored the governor, 
and they felt the man ought not to die. And you were in the group that implored the 
governor to pardon that man. And let’s suppose that the governor called you up and 
said, “I want you to come to my office,” and suppose the governor gave you the pardon 
and said, “I want you to deliver this pardon to the warden of the prison.” Suppose you 
jam that pardon in your coat pocket and went out to play golf, or went out to a restaurant 
with some friends, or began to rearrange your flower garden, or began to do some other 
things, intending one of these days to deliver the pardon. And then one morning you 
pop open your newspaper and read where that man was electrocuted, or that man was 
killed, and then you reach up in your coat pocket, and there’s that pardon. How would 
you feel? 

Would I be stretching the truth if I were to say you were guilty of that man’s death if 
you failed to deliver the pardon: if the pardon had been given; if the pardon would have 
been received; and if you had been urged to deliver the pardon, and you failed to do 
so? I believe that’s something about what God is saying, “When I say, ‘Warn the 
wicked,’ and you fail, then he’s going to die in his sin, but his blood—his blood—will I 
require at your hand.” But, you see, you can sit here in church this morning, and you 
can look so dignified and so holy, and yet God has been telling you to witness to that 
person. What a respectable sin this is! What a deceptive sin this is! 

And, you know, we just take those things off: “I don’t do this; and I don’t do this; and 
I don’t do this; and I don’t do this.” But, dear friend, it is not what you do that God is 
talking about in this verse of Scripture that’s going to find you out; it’s what you have 
failed to do—it is what you have failed to do. You think about it. Has God been laying on 
your heart to make reconciliation with somebody? Is there somebody that has ought 
against you, or you’ve got ought against them, and there’s a broken fellowship, and God 
the Holy Spirit has been telling you, “Go to that person”? Confess it. Make it right. Get 
rid of it. Get it out of your heart and out of your life. 

Now you may sit here in church this morning, and you look so sanctified, and you 
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look so holy. But I tell you, if there’s a broken relationship between you and somebody 
else, and the Holy Spirit of God is telling you that you must go and make it right, then let 
me beg you to do it. “Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him 
it is sin” (James 4:17). And if you so sin, then “be sure your sin will find you out” 
(Numbers 32:23). You open yourself up to demonic invasion too, because there’s a 
vacuum there that the devil is going to fill. 

Suppose God has told you to give something. Maybe He wants you to give money to 
the building program. Maybe He wants you to give something to a poor person. Maybe 
He wants you to give love. Maybe He wants you to give help, and He’s been laying that 
on your heart. I’m not just talking about autosuggestion. You know when God the Holy 
Spirit is speaking to you. If you don’t know, then you need to learn how to know when 
God is telling you to do something. Now it’s that still, small voice. God doesn’t shout. 
But if you’ll get quiet and listen to God, then God will show you, and God will tell you 
what to do. If you don’t do it, then you’ve sinned against the Lord—and “be sure your 
sins will find you out” (Numbers 32:23). “To him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it 
not, to him it is sin” (James 4:17). 

III. A Very Determined Sin
Now, let me say a third and final thing about this sin. Not only is it a destructive sin, and 
not only is it a deceptive sin, but, friend, it is also a determined sin. Now notice what it 
says: “Your sin will find you out” (Numbers 32:23). Your sin is like a bloodhound on your 
trail. You will never ever escape the consequences of the sin of omission apart from the 
intervening grace of Almighty God. There is a relentless bloodhound on your trail, and, 
sooner or later, that sin will find you out. Sooner or later, you will appear before the 
judgment bar of conscience, and the judgment bar of Almighty God, and that sin will 
witness and testify against you. You cannot—you cannot—commit the sin of omission 
and escape the consequences. “Be sure your sin will find you out.” 

The only thing between you and judgment is time—that’s it! The only thing between 
you and judgment is time. God says, “Be sure—know—that your sin will find you out. 
Your sin will find you out in your body; and your sin will find you out in your character.” 

Do you know the difference between character and reputation? Reputation is what 
others think about you; character is what God and your wife know about you. Sin will 
find itself out in your character. Sin will find itself out in your children. Sin will find itself 
out in time. Your sin will find yourself out in eternity. One of these days you’re going to 
find out that the great failure in your life was not all of those things that you did wrong, 
but were those things that you failed to do that were right. This sin is a determined sin. 
You’ll never get this bloodhound off your trail. Dear friend, your life is going to be a 
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monument to the failure to do those things that you ought to have done. 
Our Lord says, “Be not overcome of evil,” —most of us are fighting sin and trying to 

keep it from overcoming us—“but overcome evil with good” (Romans 12:21). Oh, I’m 
telling you, dear friend, that if we will simply do what we know that we ought to do, then 
we’ll not be doing what we ought not to do. Isn’t that so gloriously simple? 

Years ago, there was a man that I used to pray for. I loved him, and his name was 
Joe. I tried to win Joe to Christ. He was one of the finest-looking men I’ve ever seen. As 
I remember him now in my mind’s eye, he was about six feet, one inch, tall, about 195 
pounds, with square shoulders, with a rugged countenance and jaw, with black hair, 
handsome, olive complexion, and had a precious wife—her name was Dolly—and two 
little children. And I would witness to ol’ Joe. I loved the guy. He was just such a great 
guy. And I would say, “Joe, you need to be saved.” He’d say, “Now, preacher, don’t 
worry about me. I’m all right.” I said, “But, Joe, have you ever given your heart to 
Jesus?” “Well, no, I’ve never done like you say, but listen: I’m a believer in God, and, 
you know, I believe the Bible, preacher. And look, preacher, I don’t curse; and I don’t 
steal; and I don’t run around; and I don’t gamble; and I don’t smoke cigarettes. I’m a 
family man. I love my family. Listen. I love you, and I love that church; I love it all.” He 
was one of the finest men. I could never get ol’ Joe to see that he needed to be saved. 
And he was outwardly—kind of reminded me of the rich young ruler. And I would talk to 
this man and try to lead him to Christ. 

And on an occasion I was on my knees praying and interceding for some lost 
people, and I began to pray for Joe. And God’s Spirit so came over me I began to weep, 
just to cry—I was so convicted for this man, this good man—and I got up off my knees, 
and I went right over to his house, because I knew God was moving in a particular way. 
You never know when you just begin to weep. I’m not given to weeping, but just like 
that, I began to weep. 

I went over to see him, and I knocked on the door, and I said, “Joe, listen. I want to 
come and talk to you again about this matter of being saved.” I said, “You’ve been 
telling me you’re such a good person; but, Joe, there’s a horrible, terrible sin in your 
life.” Boy, he looked at me. He said, “What is it?” I said, “It is the sin of rejecting Jesus 
Christ as your personal Savior.” There is no greater sin. “He that believeth on him is not 
condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not 
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God” (John 3:18). I said, “Joe, what 
are you going to do about the sin of refusing Christ as your personal Savior?” 

God’s Holy Spirit touched him, and he began to weep. I said, “Joe, would you like to 
pray and receive Christ?” He said, “Yes.” We got down on our knees in that couch there 
in that living room, his wife kneeled, and ol’ Joe prayed and asked Jesus to come into 
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his heart. And after it was over, I’ll never forget it, because he picked me up in his arms 
and put a bear hug on me, and almost broke my back he squeezed me so hard, and 
said, “Thank you, preacher, for coming and telling me about Jesus.” 

And, you see, I could never have convicted him of that. Only the Holy Spirit in prayer 
could open that man’s heart. Later on, when I left that church, a friend of mine said, 
“You walked down the street and Joe said to me, ‘You see that man? Had it not been 
for that man, I’d have gone to hell.’” But, friend, that was the Holy Spirit of God that 
convicted that man of something that I pray the Holy Spirit will convict everybody here 
today of. 

Conclusion 
If you die and go to hell, it won’t be because of what you’ve done: those sins have been 
paid for. It will be because of what you’ve not done. “He that believeth on him is not 
condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not 
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God” (John 3:18). The Holy Spirit of 
God has come to convince men of sin, because they believe not (John 16:8–9). Have 
you received Christ as your personal Savior? “What must I do to be saved?” “Believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved” (Acts 16:31). What must I do to be lost? 
Nothing: you’re lost already. 

Now, listen. Don’t try to clean up your life. Don’t try to clean up your life and then get 
saved. Suppose you are in a dark room and all of the doors and all of the windows are 
shut, and you want the light to come into the room. What would you do? Would you say, 
“Well, first of all, I’ve got to get the darkness out of this room; so I’ll take a broomstick 
and beat it out; and I’ll take a shovel, and I’ll shovel it out; and I’ll get some words, and 
I’ll argue it out”? No, you can’t do that. 

Listen. If you want the darkness out of that room, then let me tell you what to do. 
Open the windows, and open the doors, and let the light in—and the darkness can’t 
stay. Don’t be fighting your sin and trying to clean up the mess, folks. Just open the 
windows, open the doors, and let Jesus in. “God is light” (1 John 1:5). Receive Him as 
your Lord and as your Savior. Your problem is not that there’s darkness in the room; 
your problem is that the light is not in there. And when you let the light in, the darkness 
has to go. “Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good” (Romans 12:21). Just 
open your heart and receive Christ. 
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