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Introduction 
Take your Bibles, and turn, if you will, please, to Leviticus chapter 2—Leviticus 

chapter 2. The title of our message this morning is “A Pinch of Salt”—“A Pinch of Salt.” 
Leviticus chapter 2, verse 11: “No meat offering,”—and, actually, that’s better translated 
“no meal offering”—“which ye shall bring unto the LORD, shall be made with leaven: for 
ye shall burn no leaven, nor any honey, in any offering of the LORD made by fire. As for 
the oblation of the firstfruits, ye shall offer them unto the LORD: but they shall not be 
burnt on the altar for a sweet savour. And every oblation of thy [meal] offering shalt thou 
season with salt; neither shalt thou suffer the salt of the covenant of thy God to be 
lacking from thy [meal] offering: with all thine offerings thou shalt offer salt.” (Leviticus 
2:11–13) 

Let us pray. Father, we pray now, as we preach your Word, for unction and power. 
And, Lord, bring the message to our heart. For Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

As America faces her bicentennial celebration, she is in grave danger, for America 
has forgotten God. And she is rolling in luxuries. She is reveling in pleasures. She is 
reeling in drunkenness. And she is rocking in sin. Americans have become so confused 
that they do not know the difference between love and lust. And we have worshipped 
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Satan as though he were a saint. And we have substituted humanism for the worship of 
Almighty God, and have deified man and humanized God. There is something 
desperately wrong in America. There is something that is working in America that is un-
American; and unless it is stopped, America as we know her may not even survive to 
see her two hundredth birthday. I am gravely, gravely concerned. And yet I am not in 
despair. For as long as there is God, there is hope. 

And may I tell you, there is a battle being waged in America today, an invisible 
battle, a war—not necessarily a war of rockets and jets and bombs and flamethrowers 
and napalm and gas, but a war more insidious and more deadly. There is a battle being 
fought between leaven and salt—a battle between leaven and salt. Now, as you 
remember the scripture we just read, our Lord was telling how the offerings were to be 
made to Him. And our Lord said that no offering that was made to Him should contain 
leaven. But then God said, “Every offering should be seasoned with salt, and without 
salt should no offering be made.” There is a battle—a continuing battle—between 
leaven and salt. 

Now, what is leaven? Those of you ladies who bake bread, you know how yeast 
works. And some of you men who used to be moonshiners, you know how fermentation 
works. You understand that leaven is a substance that causes certain chemical 
changes—a breakdown or deterioration. And it’s that breakdown—that deterioration, 
that decay; actually, that form of corruption—that causes bread to rise and causes 
certain grains to ferment and so forth. And the Bible term for that is leaven. And in the 
Bible, leaven is always a symbol of evil, a symbol of sin, a symbol of wickedness, a 
symbol of corruption. And, therefore, the offerings that were made to the Lord were to 
be without leaven. As a matter of fact, before long, we’re going to observe the Lord’s 
Supper with unleavened bread. The Passover was eaten with unleavened bread. 

Salt, on the other hand, represents purification. Salt, on the other hand, represents 
preservation. Salt, on the other hand, represents that which stands against decay, that 
which stands against corruption. Jesus said to His Christians in the Sermon on the 
Mount, “Ye are the salt of the earth.” (Matthew 5:13) 

And there is a battle that is being waged today: on the one hand is the leaven; on 
the other hand is the salt. I believe America can be saved, but I don’t believe that the 
issue is settled. But I believe that the issue is hanging precariously in the balances, and 
I believe there is time—if Americans will wake up, if we will understand what a pinch of 
salt can do. And that’s what we’re talking about. May I tell you that the leaven is working 
in America today; the leaven is at work. 

I. The Leaven
There is an amazing consistency through the Scripture. And we’re going to study the 
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Scriptures this morning—leave the book of Leviticus and go to several other 
scriptures—and we will see over and over again where the Bible is warning us against 
certain types of leaven. 

A. Beware of the Leaven of False Religion
For example, Jesus warned against the leaven of false religion. Turn to Matthew

chapter 16—Matthew chapter 16—and read verse 6. Jesus warned against the leaven. 
Jesus said, “Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees”—“Beware of 
the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees.” (Matthew 16:6) Jesus was warning 
that we would beware of a certain kind of leaven. 

1. The Leaven of Legalism
Who were the Pharisees? The Pharisees were the preachers of that day. The

Pharisees were the religious leaders of that day. And Jesus said, “Beware of their 
leaven.” The Pharisees were legalists. They claimed to believe the Bible. They were 
often quoting Scripture, but they were as dead as a wedge spiritually. They had a head 
full of Scripture, but they had a heart full of sin. And churches in America are filled with 
that kind of religion: Bible-thumping preachers who somehow know the letter of the law, 
but they do not know the Spirit. And Jesus warned against that kind of false religion. 

2. The Leaven of Liberalism
And then, Jesus spoke about the leaven of the Sadducees. Now, who were the

Sadducees? They certainly were not Pharisees, but, contrariwise, the Sadducees were 
the liberals. They were what we would call today the modernists. They said there was 
neither angel, nor demon, nor resurrection. (Acts 23:8) They were the sophisticated set 
of that date. And churches in America are filled with sophisticated people who, really, go 
there Sunday after Sunday, but it’s more like a country club. They don’t really believe in 
the supernatural God that we preach this morning. The Bible says they have a form of 
godliness, but they deny the power thereof. (2 Timothy 3:5) Their Sunday morning 
worship is an abomination to Almighty God. And Jesus warned in His day against the 
leaven of false religion, and we need to be warned in this day. 

May I tell you that Satan, like insidious leaven, has invaded the pulpits of America. 
Did you know that? I don’t think I’m the only preacher preaching the gospel. I know that 
there are many who have not bowed their knee to Baal. I don’t think I’m such a 
wonderful preacher of the gospel. There are a lot of people who can preach the gospel 
better than I can, but nobody can preach a better gospel than I can. And there is but 
one gospel, and that gospel needs to be preached. But it is not being preached. In so 
many pulpits people are getting book reviews; they’re getting large dissertations. 
Ministers have forsaken the preaching of the gospel for disobedient marches. They’re 
talking about situational ethics. They’re condoning premarital sex, organizing churches 
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for homosexuals. And I wonder what God in heaven thinks about it all. 
We ought not to be surprised. Look in 2 Corinthians chapter 11. Paul warned about 

this—2 Corinthians chapter 11—Paul says in verse 13, describing these, “For such are 
false apostles, deceitful workers,”—and, by the way, so many of them are deceitful 
workers. They ought to stand up before their congregations and say, “I no longer 
believe the Bible is the Word of God.” They ought to be honest with those who hear 
them. I think they’re a bunch of crooks. If a man doesn’t believe the Bible, he ought to 
get out of the pulpit. He ought to stop masquerading under the guise of being a 
Christian minister—“For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming 
themselves into the apostles of Christ.” That is, they were never called. Mama said, 
“Honey, you ought to be a preacher.” They transform themselves into the apostles of 
Christ. And then Paul gives us the philosophy behind it. He says, “And no marvel; for 
Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his 
ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be 
according to their works.” (2 Corinthians 11:13–15) 

Satan has his ministers: false apostles who call themselves ministers and apostles 
of Christ. And Jesus warned—Jesus said, “The devil is like leaven.” Just as leaven 
permeates a loaf of bread, Satan is going to work quietly, insidiously, and he’s going to 
invade the churches of the world. 

I picked this out of our newspaper the other day. I was shocked—and yet I was not 
shocked. Here’s the headline on the Religion page: “Twins and Religion: Some 
Seminarians Join Sexual Studies: As a part of the controversial program in human 
sexuality at the University of Minnesota Medical School, Protestant seminarians and 
their wives and fiancées change partners and rub their backs and shoulders together.” 
Isn’t that sweet? And they are learning to touch without feeling guilty about it. See, we 
ought not to feel guilty. Guilt is out of date today, and if you’re immodest and immoral, 
you ought not to feel guilty about it. Now, notice they are learning to touch without 
feeling guilty about it. The seminarians are also asked to watch pornographic movies. 
The idea is to educate the future clergy about sex and the human body. 

It will be a grand day when our future clergy get their education by watching filthy, 
rotten, dirty, lewd pornographic movies, won’t it? “And no marvel; for Satan himself is 
transformed into an angel of light.” (2 Corinthians 11:14) That’s what the Word of God 
says. And Jesus, when He was warning about leaven, said, “Beware of the leaven of 
false religion.” I tell you, when we have a generation of ministers who are no longer 
preaching the pure, sweet, plain, pungent, powerful gospel, it is no wonder that 
people—and especially young people—are being sucked off into the swirling sewers of 
false religion. 

The devil is having his millennium. False religion is running rampant. Did you know 
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that ten million Americans are hardcore devotees to astrology? I said ten million! That’s 
about as many people as there are Southern Baptists. And another forty million dabble 
in astrology. The first thing they do when they open the newspaper is to read the 
horoscope. The New York Times Book Review said, “American publishers have 
discovered of late that there is a great deal of money to be made in convincing readers 
that the fault is not in themselves but in their stars. Books on parapsychology, 
mysticism…yoga, ESP, clairvoyance, precognition, telepathy, astrology, witches, 
mediums, ghosts, Atlantis, psychokinesis, prophecy, and, most of all, reincarnation—are 
flourishing.” 

You say, “Brother Rogers, where did it come from?” All right, get your Bible and turn 
to Isaiah chapter 2 and verse 6. I want to show you this; I want to show you why the 
judgment of God is on America. Brother, the problem is not what the communists might 
do to you; it’s what God is going to do to us unless we get right. America’s biggest 
threat is God. Look in Isaiah chapter 2 and verse 6: “Therefore thou hast forsaken thy 
people the house of Jacob,”—why did God forsake His ancient people, the house of 
Jacob? Here’s the reason—“because they [are filled with customs] from the east…”—all 
of these things that I’ve just read about are Eastern religions, and it is coming in like a 
flood. It happened before. “They had replenished themselves,” some verses say—“they 
[had filled themselves with customs] from the east, and are soothsayers like the 
Philistines, and they please themselves in the children of [foreigners].” (Isaiah 2:6) 

We have let mystical Far Eastern religions invade America, and God is going to 
forsake America just as He forsook His ancient people. We are not God’s little darlings. 
We cannot forever flaunt the thrice-holy God of Israel and go lusting and whoring after 
false gods. The Bible says, “All that do these things are an abomination unto the 
LORD.” (Deuteronomy 18:12) For Jesus warned against it. Jesus said, “Beware of the 
leaven of false religion.” 

B. Beware of the Leaven of Immorality
Then, there’s another kind of leaven that the Bible mentions. Listen in 1 Corinthians

chapter 5. This is the leaven of immorality and broken homes. The devil is very clever. 
The devil knows that if he can put his dirty leaven into your home—infiltrate your 
home—he can ruin you. Notice what Paul said to that early church in 1 Corinthians 
chapter 5: “It is reported commonly that there is fornication among you, and such 
fornication as is not so much as named among the Gentiles, that one should have his 
father’s wife.” (1 Corinthians 5:1) Not only was there fornication, but there was 
perversion and incest. And then, notice what Paul said concerning that in verses 6 and 
7: “Your glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump? 
Purge out therefore the old leaven.” (1 Corinthians 5:6–7) What is he talking about? 
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He’s talking about the leaven of immorality. He’s talking about the leaven of sexual 
perversion and immorality. 

The leaven is at work in America. America’s home life is being torn apart with 
adultery, premarital sex, wife swapping, incest, homosexuality. Did you know that in so-
called “God-blessed America,” we have one divorce every minute that ticks off on your 
clock? Every minute a divorce, in spite of the fact that God has said, “What…God hath 
joined together, let not man put asunder.” (Matthew 19:6; Mark 10:9) But our marriage 
license is no more than a scrap of paper to be laughed at and to be flaunted. Some 
cities in the United States of America are now having more applications filed for divorce 
than they are being filed for marriage. May I warn you that the leaven is at work in 
America. It is breaking down the homes of America. No wonder God is judging us! 

Let me give you another verse. Turn to Jeremiah chapter 5 for a moment. You’ll 
understand how God feels. Jeremiah chapter 5—and we read verse 7. I want you to 
mark it: “How shall I pardon thee for this…”—this is what God is asking to those ancient 
people—“How shall I pardon thee for this? thy children have forsaken me, and sworn by 
them that are no gods: when I had fed them to the full, they then committed adultery, 
and assembled themselves by troops in the harlots’ houses. They were as fed horses in 
the morning: every one neighed after his neighbour’s wife. Shall I not [punish] for these 
things? saith the LORD: and shall not my soul be avenged on such a nation as this?” 
(Jeremiah 5:7–9) God said, “Will I not bring judgment for this?” 

We wonder what’s wrong in America. We wonder why we cannot get things back 
together. I tell you, there is the leaven of immorality, and God says it will bring His sure 
and swift judgment. We are reaping the bitter fruit. Four hundred thousand-plus little 
babies are born into this world, into America, into this nation illegitimately. There are no 
illegitimate children, just illegitimate parents. And that’s to say nothing of the grizzly 
abortion business and murder of little babies—defenseless, helpless babies—in the 
womb of their mothers. And the abortion people are even advertising. The Bible says 
that we have forgotten to blush. (Jeremiah 6:15; Jeremiah 8:12) We are a generation of 
unblushables. Venereal disease is epidemic, pandemic. Two million become infected 
yearly—most of them children. And half the arrests for serious crimes in America—I 
said serious crimes, not misdemeanors; I said half, not a little—half of the arrests for 
serious crimes in America are committed by juveniles eighteen years and under—
eighteen years and under. 

Listen to this—it ought to make you weep: “Problem drinkers are endemic in grades 
seven to twelve,” a survey says. That was in our paper last week here. It was the same 
paper that was boasting about how much liquor by the drink has done here in our city—
liquor by the drink. Six years we’ve had liquor by the drink, and everything’s supposed 
to be rosy. Why don’t you read the crime reports for the last six years? Everywhere we 
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go we’re told we’re supposed to drink. About twenty-eight percent of the nation’s 
students in grades seven through twelve—nationwide—are problem drinkers; not that 
they drink, but problem drinkers. I’m talking about teenyboppers—little kids in junior high 
school—according to a Research Triangle Institute study. And, by the way, this is a 
government study, not some preacher study. The government spent 273,000 dollars. It 
was conducted by the National Institute of Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism and compiled 
last spring. The study also found that about one out of every four thirteen-year-olds in 
the nation, or twenty-four percent, can be considered a moderate drinker. That’s last 
week’s newspaper. I can’t read all of that article. I don’t have time. But I’m telling you 
the leaven is at work, the leaven of immorality that has caused the breakdown of the 
home. 

We wonder what’s wrong with our children. I’ll tell you what’s wrong with our 
children. Mothers have forsaken their children, and fathers don’t have enough spine and 
backbone as to say, “As for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.” (Joshua 24:15) 
Children don’t grow up on their own to be decent citizens: they must be reared. The 
Bible says, “Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not 
depart from it.” (Proverbs 22:6) Listen to Isaiah chapter 3 and verse 12—Isaiah chapter 
3 and verse 12—God speaks of His judgment on a land like ours when the leaven of 
immorality comes in, and God says, “As for my people, children are their 
oppressors…”—can you imagine anything as ridiculous? Well, look around you. You 
know, today, you’re never supposed to strike a child except in self-defense—“As for my 
people, children are their oppressors, and women rule over them…”—two signs of a 
decadent society: when the children are no longer obedient to the parents, and when 
women refuse to take the place that God Almighty has assigned them gracefully and 
lovingly. Listen to what God says—“As for my people, children are their oppressors, and 
women rule over them. O my people, they which lead thee cause thee to err, and 
destroy the way of thy paths.” (Isaiah 3:12) America needs some new leadership. “O my 
people, they which lead thee cause thee to err.” The leaven is at work in America—the 
leaven is at work in America. 

C. Beware of the Leaven of Secularism
Jesus warned against the leaven of false religion. The Apostle Paul warned against

the leaven of immorality. And then in Mark chapter 8 and verse 15, Jesus said, “Beware 
of…the leaven of Herod” (Mark 8:15)—another kind of leaven, the third kind. And what 
is the leaven of Herod? Do you see? The Sadducees were religious parties. The 
Pharisees were religious parties. But not the Herodians: they were a political party 
headed up by their worldly, lascivious, pleasure-mad king. What is the leaven of Herod? 
It is the leaven of secularism. It is the leaven of humanism. It is the leaven of hedonism. 

Copyright ©2022 Love Worth Finding Ministries, Inc. | Used by permission from the Rogers Family Trust. | www.LWF.org/ARLC 
9



It is the leaven, if you will, of pleasure madness. Herod was a worldly, lascivious, 
immoral, greedy, selfish, pleasure-mad king. And Jesus said, “Beware of…the leaven of 
Herod.” 

That same leaven is working in America, the leaven of pleasure-madness and 
worldliness. In spirit, King Herod is still ruling America. America is amusing herself to 
the graveyard of the nation. The average junior high school student knows far more 
about Muhammad Ali, Evel Knievel, Joe Namath, and Alice Cooper than he does about 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, I’ll guarantee you. We have a distorted sense of 
values; we’re pleasure-mad. And we’ve been told by Madison Avenue that in order to be 
happy we have to drive the right kind of a car, go on a certain trip, eat the right food, 
wear certain clothes, brush our teeth a certain way—and the whole thing is, “You owe it 
to yourself. Buy now and pay later. Live it up, and grab all the gusto you can. You’re the 
little god sitting upon the throne; you’re the little ego that has to be pampered and 
satisfied”—the leaven of Herod: a king who pampered himself, who sat upon the throne, 
who thought not for the things of God. 

II. The Salt
May I say, ladies and gentlemen, it’s time for God’s salt to start to work, amen? Where’s 
the salt? Where is the salt? God said in Leviticus, “No offering that is made to the Lord 
should be made with leaven, but no offering that is made to the Lord should be made 
without salt.” (Leviticus 2:11, 13) Jesus said in Matthew chapter 5 and verse 13, “Ye are 
the salt of the earth.” (Matthew 5:13) Why are Christians described as salt? 

A. Salt Seasons
May I tell you, first of all, salt seasons; salt gives flavor. Job chapter 6, verse 6, says,

“Can that which is unsavoury be eaten without salt?” (Job 6:6) Of course not! And then, 
Job talked about how bad it would be to eat the white of an egg without salt. “Can that 
which is not seasoned—unsavoury—be eaten without salt?” Colossians chapter 4, 
verse 6, says, “Let your speech be always with grace, seasoned with salt.” (Colossians 
4:6) Salt brings out the flavor; it brings out the zest—and that’s what Christians are to 
do. Jesus said, “Ye are the salt of the earth.” (Matthew 5:13) 

Somebody asked a little boy what salt was, and he said, “Salt is what tastes bad 
when you don’t have it.” That’s what’s wrong with so many of our churches: people go 
away from our churches with a bad taste in their mouth. They come at eleven o’clock 
sharp and go out at twelve dull. Why? Because there’s no salt: our service is flat; our 
testimony is flat; our singing is flat, and it’s dull, listless, tasteless. How tedious and 
tasteless the hour! I tell you, what is needed in America today are some Christians with 
a zing, some Christians with some salt, some Christians whose speech is flavored with 
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salt, some Christians who are infectious, some Christians who are tasty. “Ye are the salt 
of the earth.” 

B. Salt Cleanses
And not only does salt savor and flavor; but salt also cleanses—it cleanses. In

Ezekiel chapter 16 and verse 4, the Bible tells how when a little baby was born in that 
day, they’d wash it down with saltwater. (Ezekiel 16:4) They would use salt as an 
antiseptic. You see, salt is to cleanse. 

I tell you we’re failing in the city of Memphis; but I’m going to tell you something else 
on the other side: If you were to take the gospel-preaching churches out of the city of 
Memphis, you wouldn’t want to live here anymore. You think it’s bad now? You know, 
the devil would like to remove Bellevue Church out of the heart of the city. Did you know 
that? The devil would like to take away every gospel-preaching station, and those who 
want to sell their booze, and those who want to promote their gambling, and those who 
want to promote their pornography, and those who want to promote their whoredoms 
and the rest of it—he would like to have every church of God closed and every preacher 
muzzled. Why? Because salt cleanses—salt cleanses. This city needs a scouring with 
salt. 

Now I tell you, one of these days, they’ll get along without us, because the Rapture’s 
coming and we’re going to be called away. And the Bible teaches that when that 
happens, this world will become a cesspool of iniquity—a veritable cesspool of 
iniquity—because the salt will be gone. (2 Thessalonians 2:6–8) 

C. Salt Heals
Not only does salt flavor; not only does salt cleanse; but salt heals—salt heals. Do

you ever gargle with saltwater? Surely you have. When you get home, turn to 2 Kings 
the second chapter. You’ll find out there that there was a fountain of water that was 
bringing forth bitterness, and Elisha, the man of God, said, “Bring me a new cruse of 
salt,” and he poured salt in the water. And the Bible said that “so the waters were 
healed,” and that which was bringing forth barrenness and bitterness started to bring 
forth blessedness. (2 Kings 2:20–22) 

I know the gospel is the power of God, because I’ve preached it long enough now to 
see it heal homes, brother. I’ve seen it heal broken lives, broken hopes, broken homes, 
broken hearts. I know that the salt of the gospel applied not only will cleanse, but I know 
it will heal—I know it! I know it! I know it! But, oh, the salt must be applied. 

D. Salt Irritates
May I say something else about salt? Salt irritates. Did you know that? In Mark

chapter 9, verse 49, Jesus said, “For every one shall be salted with fire”—“salted with 
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fire.” (Mark 9:49) Now, isn’t that interesting? “Salted with fire”—because salt irritates. 
When you take the salt of the gospel and rub it into the raw, putrid wounds of this old 
world, it’s going to cause some irritation. You know, there are some people who have 
already gotten angry with me today for what I’ve said. As I’ve said before, if what I’ve 
said about liquor makes you mad, you come up and tell me, and I’ll preach on it again 
next Sunday. Salt irritates. It will always irritate when it is poured into the wound. It 
smarts. It stings. It burns like fire. There are a lot of people who want a gospel without 
offense. And the minute you have a gospel without offense, you’re going to have a 
gospel without effect. We must burn if we would bless. Salt irritates. 

E. Salt Penetrates
I’ll tell you something else about salt: Salt penetrates—salt penetrates. Jesus said in

Matthew chapter 5, verse 13, “Ye are the salt of the earth.” (Matthew 5:13) Do you know 
what our problem is? We think we’ve done our job when we come to the big stained-
glass saltcellar on Sunday morning. The salt is not supposed to stay in the saltbox 
where we gather on Sunday mornings. You’re not supposed to simply sit here and nod 
your head and say amen, but you’re to go back to your office and be a pinch of salt. 
You’re to go back to that service station, go back to that school, go back to that place 
where you work, go back to your home, and you’re to be God’s salt and you’re to 
penetrate. The problem is that we put the fish in one barrel and the salt in another. 
There is nothing wrong with coming to church. We ought to go to church. The Bible says 
we’re not to forsake the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is. 
(Hebrews 10:25) But that is no substitute for being what we ought to be. 

Do you know, ladies and gentlemen, it has well been said that “all that is necessary 
for evil to triumph is for good men to do nothing”? All that is necessary for evil to triumph 
is for good men, good women, good boys, good girls to do nothing. Where is the salt 
that will penetrate? There are enough people in this auditorium to turn this city upside 
down for Jesus Christ, if we’d do it. But we think we’ve done God a wild favor when we 
come and sit here on Sunday mornings: “Humph, God, you’re lucky. It rained, but I 
braved the rain.” I wonder if you’d brave the mouths of lions. I wonder if you’d brave the 
firing squad. You braved the rain: three cheers! We don’t know what sacrifice is. We 
don’t know what privation is. Salt is not meant to be kept on the shelf; salt is to 
penetrate. We’re to be the salt of the earth, not the salt of the church. 

F. Salt Preserves
May I say, finally, salt preserves—salt preserves. Not only does it flavor, not only

does it cleanse, and not only does it purify, and not only does it irritate, not only does it 
penetrate, but it preserves. Some of you remember the smokehouse, don’t you? Some 
of you remember the last depression, that salt pork. Brother, I remember salt pork with a 
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fondness. I still like it—black-eyed peas, lima beans, and rice. To me, you can’t get 
anything better than that today. Man, I’ll tell you what. Well, that’s another subject. But 
salt—salt preserves. 

Can America be spared? I believe America can be spared—if we get enough salt. 
Do you remember when Abraham and God were having a discussion concerning 
Sodom? And Sodom was like America is today—if America’s not worse than Sodom. I 
don’t know: America may be literally worse than Sodom in Bible times. I honestly 
believe that. But there was a discussion, a debate, as to whether or not Sodom could 
endure, whether or not Sodom ought to be obliterated. And Abraham was interceding 
for Sodom, and Abraham said, “God, if I can find fifty righteous men, will you spare it?” 
And God said, “Yes.” And Abraham couldn’t find fifty righteous men. Abraham said, 
“Forty?” And God said, “Yes.” And Abraham couldn’t find forty. And Abraham said, 
“Thirty?” And God said, “Yes.” And Abraham couldn’t find thirty. And Abraham said, 
“Twenty?” And God said, “Yes.” And he couldn’t find twenty. “Ten?” And God said, 
“Abraham, if you can find ten righteous people in the city of Sodom, I will spare it.” And 
Abraham could not find ten pieces of salt in that city. (Genesis 18:23–33) Lot, who 
claimed to be a Christian, a follower of God, had lived there and become the mayor of 
Sodom, and he had not won nine other people to Jesus Christ. And the city was 
destroyed because he was salt that lost its savor; he was salt that wouldn’t cleanse and 
purify; he was salt that would not penetrate. 

May I tell you who holds America in her hand? Not the dirty, rotten pornographers—
they’re as rotten as the devil; not the liquor dealer, though the curse of God is on them; 
not filthy Hollywood; not the communists: the destiny of America is going to be 
determined by the salt. God didn’t say, “I’m looking to Sodom”; God said, “I’m looking to 
salt to see whether or not Sodom is going to be spared.” The thing that made God 
determine whether or not He was going to spare Sodom was He was looking for a 
certain quorum, a quota. I don’t know what the quota is in all of the cities in America. I 
don’t know what’s in the mind of God. But I do know this: I believe there are enough 
people, if they get right with God, repent, and turn to the Lord, we can have some salt 
that will save America. 

Conclusion 
We had such a wonderful Thanksgiving. We sat around the table and held hands and 
thanked God for our blessings. I looked out at my precious children. I thought, “O God, I 
want them to have a country to grow up in like I grew up in. I want them still to be able 
to go to church, carry the Bible, learn about you, be decent and honorable.” O God, 
bless America. God, save America. God, give us more salt. You are the salt of the 
earth. 
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Let us pray. Father, we know that the leaven is at work, quietly, insidiously working 
even this moment—working in the schools, in the press, in homes, in businesses. Lord, 
it’s time for your salt to work. God, as for me, wherever I go, I want to be a little pinch of 
salt. I want to be the salt of the earth. Thank you, Father. In the name of Jesus. Amen. 
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Introduction 
I want you to take your Bibles, please, and turn to Leviticus chapter 2—the second 
chapter of Leviticus—not hard to find: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus. Start at Genesis and 
turn right, and you’ll find it. All right, Leviticus chapter 2. I want us to think of “The Salt 
Agreement with God”—“The Salt Agreement with God.” Now, I know that our Congress 
is going to be faced with a horrendous discussion and battle over the ratification of 
SALT II, the Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty with the Soviets. And, there will be a lot of 
discussion—pro and con. I want you to know that I, for one, would encourage our 
congressmen to be extremely careful about any agreement with the Soviets. And, if you 
were here this morning, you know why. But, I’m not going to try to get into all the 
ramifications about SALT II, but I want to talk about our salt agreement with God—our 
salt covenant with God, our salt treaty with God. 

And, I want to read here from Leviticus chapter 2 and verse 11: God said here, “No 
meat offering, which ye shall bring unto the LORD, shall be made with leaven: for ye 
shall burn no leaven, nor any honey, in any offering of the LORD made by fire. As for 
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the oblation of the firstfruits, ye shall offer them unto the LORD: but they shall not be 
burnt on the altar for a sweet savour. And every oblation of thy meat offering shalt thou 
season with salt; neither shalt…suffer the salt of the covenant of thy God to be lacking 
from thy meat offering: with all thine offerings thou shalt offer salt.” (Leviticus 2:11–13) 
Let me read verse 13 again: “And every oblation of thy meat offering shalt thou season 
with salt; neither shalt thou suffer the salt of the covenant of thy God to be lacking from 
thy meat offering: with all thine offerings thou shalt offer salt.” (Leviticus 2:13) 

Now America, as I told you this morning, is in grave danger, and the reason for that 
is that America has forgotten God. America is rolling in luxury. America is reveling in 
pleasures. America is reeling in drunkenness. America is rotting in sin, and the 
cesspools of iniquity are full and running over. And, we live in a land where love has 
been forsaken by lust, and Satan is worshipped as a saint, and man is being magnified 
above his Maker by the humanists. And, there is something at work in America today 
that is very un-American, and I, for one, on this holiday weekend, am gravely 
concerned. And, the battle in America is a battle between salt and a battle between 
leaven. 

Now, in the offerings that were made in the Old Testament, there were two 
ingredients that were noted: one was leaven—and no offering was to be made with 
leaven—and the other was salt, and every offering was to be made with salt (that is, of 
the meat offerings). Now, what does leaven represent? Always, in the Bible, leaven 
represents sin. Always, in the Bible, leaven represents evil. Always, in the Bible, leaven 
represents pollution and corruption. And, in the Bible, salt also has a symbolic meaning. 
Salt represents the preserving, purifying, saving power of Jesus Christ and the gospel. 
And, what America needs is less leaven, and what America needs is more salt. What 
America needs is a covenant of salt. What America needs is a league with the Almighty 
and a salt treaty with the Prince of peace. 

I. The Leaven
Now, let us think for a while about the leaven that is at work in America, and remember 
that leaven represents corruption, and evil, and sin. You’ll see how leaven represents 
sin when we turn to the New Testament. 

A. The Leaven of False Doctrine
Turn to Matthew chapter 16, if you will, and note verse 6—Matthew chapter 16. Lick 
your fingers, and use the pages, and let your fingers walk through those sacred pages. 
All right, Matthew chapter 16 and verse 6: “[And] Jesus said unto them, Take heed and 
beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees.” (Matthew 16:6) And then, 
notice verse 12: “Then understood they how that he bade them be not beware of the 
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leaven of bread, but of the doctrine of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees.” (Matthew 
16:12) So, you see here, when Jesus said, “Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and 
of the Sadducees,” (Matthew 16:6) He was talking about false doctrine. And, there is the 
leaven of false doctrine that is at work in America, and remember that God says that the 
leaven is to be purged out. And, there were two kinds of false doctrine here that the 
Lord Jesus Christ warned about, and that same kind of false doctrine is in America 
today and needs to be purged out. 

1. The Leaven of Legalism
First of all, there was the false doctrine—the leaven—of the Pharisees. Look again in 
verse 6: “[And] Jesus said unto them, Take heed and beware of the leaven of the 
Pharisees.” (Matthew 16:6) Who were the Pharisees? They were religious leaders. But, 
what kind of religious leaders were they? They were legalists. And, I tell you, legalism is 
a terrible thing. These Pharisees pretended to be religious; they pretended to love God. 
They had a head full of scripture, but they had a heart full of evil and a heart full of sin. 
And, I tell you, there is nothing worse, in my estimation, than legalistic religion—religion 
that has calcified, religious people in whom the milk of human kindness has curdled. 
And, rather than using the Bible as a sword, they use it as a club. And, they are just as 
straight as a gun barrel and just as empty. And, Jesus reserved His most biting, scornful 
words for the Pharisees, who were very, very religious; very, very punctiliar; very, very 
astute in the use of the Scriptures, and very, very lost. And, Jesus called them a 
“generation of [serpents]”—and Jesus said—“how [shall] ye escape the damnation of 
hell?” (Matthew 23:33) 

2. The Leaven of Liberalism
And then, on the other side were the Sadducees. And, in verse 6, Jesus also said, 
“Beware of the leaven…of the Sadducees.” (Matthew 16:6) Now, the Pharisees were 
the legalists of that day, and the Sadducees were the liberals of that day. And, the two 
dangers that are in America today in the religious world are the dangers of legalism—
heartless, cold, void, without any life, without any spirit—and then the danger of 
liberalism. The Bible tells us that the Sadducees were very sophisticated. They were the 
erudite. They were religious, but they did not believe in the supernatural. They said that 
there was no angel, nor spirit, nor resurrection. (Acts 23:8) And, they remind me today 
of so many so-called “theologians” who are in America’s pulpits, who spend their time 
explaining away the supernatural, who “[have] a form of godliness, but [they deny] the 
power thereof.” (2 Timothy 3:5) 

Wouldn’t America be a better place to live if we could get rid of the leaven of the 
Pharisees and the leaven of the Sadducees? Oh, wouldn’t it be wonderful if every man, 
rather than being a legalist or a liberal, were a Bible preacher who preached the truth of 
God’s Word with a warm heart believing God? Oh, my friend, when you look for the 
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devil, never fail to look in the pulpit. Satan is not always fighting churches; sometimes 
he is joining churches. I want you to remind you that the Pharisees and the Sadducees 
occupied the pulpits of that day. And, Jesus said, “Beware of the leaven of the 
Pharisees,” (Matthew 16:6) and Jesus said, “Beware of the leaven…of the Sadducees.” 
(Matthew 16:6) 

I want you to look in 2 Corinthians chapter 11—one of the most terrifying verses in 
all of the Bible—2 Corinthians chapter 11, and we begin reading in verse 13: “For such 
are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of 
Christ”—that is, they are not called, they are not appointed, they are not anointed to 
preach the Word of God. But, these, themselves, take it upon themselves to call 
themselves apostles of Christ, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. And, 
notice verse 14—“And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed [as] an angel of light. 
Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as…ministers of 
righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works.” (2 Corinthians 11:13–15) I 
tell you, it’s a terrifying thing to think that in many pulpits in America, there are those 
who call themselves apostles of Christ who are emissaries of Satan. And, people trudge 
to church Sunday after Sunday and listen to a messenger of Satan stand behind the 
sacred desk. How wise, how cunning, how clever, how subtle is our enemy the devil. 
And, Jesus Christ said in His day—and Jesus Christ would say in our day, “Beware, 
America, of false religion. Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees: legalism. Beware of 
the leaven of the Sadducees: liberalism.” It is all around us. 

B. The Leaven of Immorality
But, there’s another problem in America: not only the leaven of false religion; there is 
the leaven of immorality. Oh, listen, friend—turn, if you will, to 1 Corinthians chapter 5 
for a moment. Now, I want you to see again how God speaks of leaven, and you’ll 
understand why no offering was to be made with leaven. Look, if you will please, in 1 
Corinthians chapter 5, and I want to begin reading in verse 1: “It is reported commonly 
that there is fornication among you, and such fornication is not so much as named 
among the Gentiles, that one should have his father’s wife.” (1 Corinthians 5:1) Most 
commentators believe that there was a son who was cohabitating and having a sexual 
affair with his stepmother, and that’s what Paul is talking about here. And, Paul is 
recoiling in abhorrence at this terrible, horrible sin. 

But, what about the Church? Had it shocked them? Had it amazed them? No, it 
rather amused them. They were thinking about how tolerant they were and how loving 
they were. And, this is what Paul went on to say in verse 6: “Your glorying is not good. 
Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump? Purge out therefore the old 
leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our 
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passover is sacrificed for us.” (1 Corinthians 5:6–7) The Passover Feast in the Old 
Testament was to be made without leaven, and that’s what Paul is talking about. That 
Passover Feast was a picture, a type, a symbol, an illustration, a prophecy of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, our Passover Lamb. But, the point is that here was immorality and sin that 
was being tolerated even in the Church. It is not that Paul did not have a compassion for 
the sinner; it is not that anyone who slips or falls into sin should be immediately 
ostracized. But, what Paul is saying is here was a man that was spoken to again and 
again, and there was no repentance. 

And, I tell you, the leaven of sin and immorality is working in churches and in 
America today in our land. Home life is being torn apart with adultery, and premarital 
sex, and wife swapping, and homosexuality, and perversion. Oh, the leaven of 
immorality is working in America today! We have one divorce per minute in the United 
States of America. Did you hear that? One divorce per minute! Did you know in some 
cities there are more filings being made for divorces than there are for marriage 
licenses? 

God’s attitude has not changed. Turn to Jeremiah chapter 5 for a moment. I want 
you to see what God has to say here in Jeremiah chapter 5, and we begin reading in 
verse 7: “How shall I pardon thee for this? thy children have forsaken me, and sworn by 
them that are no gods: when I had fed them to the full, they then committed adultery, 
[they] assembled themselves by troops in the harlots’ houses. They were as fed horses 
in the morning: every one neighed after his neighbour’s wife. Shall I not visit for these 
things? saith the LORD”—and when the Lord says, “visit,” He means “bring judgment”— 
“Shall I not visit for these things? saith the LORD: and shall not my soul be avenged on 
such a nation as this?” (Jeremiah 5:7–9) Now, dear friend, is God describing Ancient 
Israel or is God describing modern America? Well, here, He’s describing Ancient Israel, 
but I want you to say—I want to say—that God has not changed, and God will surely 
judge America. God says, “[Will I not] be avenged on such a nation as this?” (Jeremiah 
5:9) 

America is reaping now the bitter fruit of her immorality. We have born in America 
every year four hundred thousand illegitimate babies. I take that back: they’re not 
illegitimate babies—illegitimate parents, who are bringing into the world little babies, and 
these children are being born, many of them, unloved and unwanted. And, on top of 
this, over a million little babies are being slaughtered in the grizzly abortion mills of 
America. And, the venereal disease is epidemic in proportion, and two million become 
infected with venereal disease in the United States of America yearly. And, the home 
has come apart, and half the arrests for serious crime involve juveniles under eighteen. 
Half of the arrests—half of them—for serious crimes are with juveniles under eighteen. 
Do you have an eighteen-year-old boy or girl? Look at them, and think of more than half 
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of all the arrests for serious crimes being made in that age group—children under 
eighteen. What is wrong? Our homes are coming apart. 

You see, children don’t just grow up to be decent; children have to be raised. They 
have to be trained; they have to be reared. And, when God gave them to us, God gave 
them to us with an instruction manual. God told us how to do it, but children are left to 
chance. And, many mothers are getting tired of the home now; they want to leave the 
rearing of their children and the training of their children to some day school while they 
go out and express themselves. Now, my heart is out to any woman who must work to 
put bread on the table, and clothes on the back, and a roof over the heads of her 
children, but women are so foolish to leave their babies and go out to make more 
money for a bigger television, a bigger house, wall-to-wall carpet, another car, or 
whatever. That is the poorest bargain you ever made. God wants you to stay at home 
with those babies and rear them for Jesus Christ. No wonder—no wonder—there’s so 
much juvenile delinquency. Someone has said that “a juvenile delinquent is but a child 
trying to act like his parents.” Listen to what God said in Isaiah chapter 3, verse 12, as 
He remonstrated with His ancient people: He said, “As for my people, children are their 
oppressors, and women rule over them. O my people, they which lead thee cause thee 
to err, and destroy the way of thy paths” (Isaiah 3:12)—Isaiah chapter 3, verse 2. 

C. The Leaven of Secularism
There is the leaven of false religion that is at work in America. There is the leaven of 
sexual permissiveness and immorality that is at work in America, and there is another 
leaven that the Bible talks about. Turn, if you will, to Mark chapter 8 and verse 15—
Mark chapter 8 and verse 15. This is the leaven of secularism and pleasure-madness. 
I’ll read here in Mark 8 and verse 15: “And he charged them, saying, Take heed, beware 
of the leaven of the Pharisees”—now, we’ve already talked about that, but now He adds 
another—“and of the leaven of Herod”—“the leaven of Herod” (Mark 8:15)—or, the 
leaven of the Herodians. 

Who was Herod? Herod was a worldly king. Herod was a licentious king. Herod was 
a pleasure-mad king. All of the historians tell us that, and he is the same king in the 
hearts of many Americans tonight in America. He rules their hearts—that is, the leaven 
of Herod, which is the leaven of hedonism, the leaven of pleasure, the leaven of 
materialism. America is amusing herself into the graveyard of the nation. I believe in 
having fun. I believe that it’s a Christian’s right to have fun. I believe that God can bless 
and sanctify fishing, and picnics, and ballgames, and legitimate recreation. But, America 
is laughing her way into hell. And, Madison Avenue has led the way with the materialism 
that is beyond any nation in the history of the world. Madison Avenue has convinced us 
that happiness is having the right car, or happiness is taking the right trip, or happiness 
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is eating the right food, or happiness is wearing the right clothes, and so forth. And, 
we’re told over and over again: “Indulge yourself. You owe it to yourself. You only go 
through life once. Grab all the gusto you can. Buy now; pay later. Live it up.” That’s the 
idea. If it feels good, do it. And again, that’s a part of the problem in America. We have 
been told that happiness comes out of a bottle. What insanity! Oh, dear friend, the 
leaven is at work in America. 

Now, I’ve mentioned the leaven that the Bible warns about. You see, leaven is 
insidious. It is yeast that causes bread to rise and whatever. And, it works so quietly, but 
it works so strongly. It’s like a rising tide in a swamp. 

II. The Salt
All right, I want you to notice now that the leaven has been at work long enough, in my 
estimation. It’s time for the salt to begin to work. Why does the Bible use salt as a 
symbol of righteousness? Why does the Bible use salt as a symbol of godliness? And, 
why does the Bible use salt as a symbol of purity? And, why does the Bible use salt as 
a symbol of the saving life of Jesus Christ? Why did Jesus say in Matthew chapter 5 
and verse 13: “Ye are the salt of the earth”? (Matthew 5:13) May I give you four or five 
reasons? 

A. Salt Seasons
Number one: Salt seasons. Jot it down: salt seasons. Put these scriptures down—Job 
6, verse 6: “Can that which is unsavoury be eaten without salt?” (Job 6:6) I had oatmeal 
this morning, and it was good, except for one thing: I think Joyce forgot to put the salt in 
it. “Can that which is unsavoury be eaten without salt?” (Job 6:6) I’ll need a salt 
agreement when I get home. Colossians 4, verse 6—here’s what Paul said to the 
church at Colossae: “Let your speech be always with grace, seasoned with salt.” 
(Colossians 4:6) Salt seasons. Somebody asked a little boy what salt was, and he said, 
“Salt is what tastes bad when you don’t have it.” I think that’s a pretty good definition. 
And we, as Christians, ought to be the salt of the earth. That is, we ought to lend a 
flavor. We ought to lend a zest. We ought to lend a tang and an excitement about it. 

We ought to bring out the best there is in other people. Don’t you know some people 
that, when you’re around them, that you just want to be better? Hmm? Don’t you know 
some people that just, when they’re in your presence, that things are just…the best 
comes out? And, these people seem to put a zest in life, a tang in life, an excitement in 
life, a flavoring into life. That’s what Christians ought to be. We aren’t to be a bunch of 
sourpusses. We ought not to be a bunch of people that everybody hates to see coming, 
and they say, “Uh oh, here he comes. Get out of here.” No, dear friends, Christians 
ought to be God’s seasoning agent in this world. And, one reason that our Lord says 
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that we are like salt is because salt seasons. 

B. Salt Cleanses
Another thing salt does: Salt cleanses. Turn to Ezekiel, if you will for just a moment—
chapter 16 and verse 4. I want to show you a very interesting passage of Scripture: 
“And as for thy nativity, in the day thou wast born thy navel was not cut, neither wast 
thou washed in water to supple thee; thou wast not salted at all, nor swaddled at all.” 
(Ezekiel 16:4) How… God here’s speaking to someone—who said, “You didn’t have a 
very good experience at your birth.” But, the point of the matter is this: I want you to see 
how that, in this ancient day, when a little baby was born, this little baby was taken—first 
of all, the umbilical cord would be cut; and then, the little baby would be bathed with 
water; and then, the little baby would be rubbed down with an application of salt, 
because salt was to be a cleansing agent. Salt was to be an antiseptic—an antiseptic 
bath—for babies. And, you see, we, as Christians—not only are we to season and to 
flavor, but we are to cleanse and to purify. 

Now, some people don’t like the idea of Bellevue Baptist Church being in here in 
Memphis, Tennessee. They don’t like the idea of Christians being here, really. You see, 
we are a blockade on the road to progress. Now, we were some of the ones who said, 
“Memphis doesn’t need liquor by the drink.” They said, “Oh, if we could get rid of those 
blue-nosed Baptists, we could have liquor by the drink.” Well, they got it anyway, and 
now our crime rate has soared in astronomical proportions. And, everybody says, 
“What’s wrong with Memphis? What’s wrong with Memphis?” I’ll tell you one thing that’s 
wrong with Memphis: ol’ rotgut is wrong with Memphis. But, people don’t like—they 
don’t like—that. They think, “My goodness, this guy’s against the tourist. The next thing 
you know they’re going to be against gambling”—amen; amen—“They’re going to be 
against prostitution. They’re going to be against this thing and that thing.” Sure, we’re 
going to be against it. As long as there’s breath in our lungs, we’re going to be against 
anything that we feel is unclean, impure, ungodly. We ought to be! Salt cleanses. 
People say, “Well, we’d have a wonderful city if it weren’t for these Christians.” I’ll tell 
you, friend, if you were to take all the praying, godly Christians from Memphis, 
Tennessee, you would not want to live here for sure. It is the salt that keeps this world 
from going to a complete cesspool of iniquity, and at the Rapture of the Church, when 
the salt of the earth is taken out of this world, this world will turn to a filthy cesspool of 
iniquity. Salt cleanses. 

C. Salt Heals
But, not only does salt season and not only does salt cleanse; salt heals. Turn to 2 
Kings for a moment, and look in chapter 2—2 Kings chapter 2—and I read here in verse 
19: “And the men of the city said unto Elisha, Behold, I pray thee, the situation of this 
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city is pleasant, as my lord seeth: but the water is naught, and the ground is barren”—
they had a very beautiful city, but the water was terrible. And, you can’t have a good 
city, no matter how well it’s located, if there’s no good water, because if the water is no 
good, the ground won’t bring forth—“And he said, Bring me a new cruse”—that is, a 
vessel—“and put salt therein. And they brought it to him. And he went forth unto the 
spring of the waters, and cast the salt in there, and said, Thus saith the LORD, I have 
healed these waters; there shall not be from thence any more death [nor] barren land. 
So the waters were healed unto this day, according to the saying of Elisha which he 
[spoke].” (2 Kings 2:19–22) Salt is a healing agent. 

America is sick—sick unto death—and salt will turn our barrenness and our 
bitterness into blessedness. Oh, how we need to pour the salt of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ into the bitter fountains of sin, that America, one more time, might be a land of 
bounteous blessings. How God wants to bless us! I’ve seen the salt heal so many 
times. I’ve preached long enough, I’ve talked long enough, I’ve witnessed long enough 
to know that the saving life of Jesus heals. I’ve seen it heal broken hearts. I’ve seen it 
heal broken hopes. I’ve seen it heal broken homes. 

D. Salt Irritates
Salt seasons. Salt cleanses. Salt heals. I want to say something else about salt: salt 
irritates—it irritates. Notice here in Mark 9 and verse 49: Jesus here is saying, “For 
every one shall be salted with fire”—“salted with fire.” (Mark 9:49) That is, here He is 
talking about God’s truth that’s rubbed into this old diseased world—is going to burn. 
You see, salt is good, but salt can be very irritating. You ever had an open wound and 
had salt get into it? It burns like fire; it smarts. But, America needs to be salted with 
fire—we really do. We need God’s truth rubbed into this diseased old world and let it 
burn. Some people want a nonirritating brand of Christianity. There is no such thing: if 
there’s no offense, there is no effect. Now, I’m not trying to say that we ought to try to be 
offensive, but don’t go around trying to make everybody love you. Salt will irritate. And, 
“[we] are the salt of the earth”—“the salt of the [world].” (Matthew 5:13) 

E. Salt Penetrates
And then, I want you to notice another thing about salt: salt penetrates—salt penetrates. 
Notice in Matthew chapter 5, verse 13 again: Jesus said, “Ye are the salt of the earth.” 
(Matthew 5:13) Now, what did He mean by that? He meant that it’s not enough to sit in 
our stained glass salt shakers Sunday morning and Sunday night; we need to get out 
into the world, because if we are God’s flavoring agent, if we are God’s cleansing agent, 
if we are God’s healing agent, if we are God’s agent of irritation to smart this world back, 
then we need to penetrate. And salt, by the process of osmosis, penetrates, and God’s 
people need to penetrate. That’s what I was trying to say this morning—that it is time 
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that we got off the defense and got onto the offense. And, while others are waging war, 
we need to wage peace and we need to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

I said this morning, “All that is necessary for evil to triumph is for good men to do 
nothing.” Jesus said that salt that’s lost its savor is good for nothing. (Matthew 5:13) Do 
you know what’s wrong with most Baptists? They’re good for nothing. They’re good, but 
they don’t do anything. A little boy asked his mother, “Mother, how much will you pay 
me for being a good boy?” She said, “Why don’t you be good for nothing like your 
daddy?” A lot of us think that goodness is not doing this and goodness is not doing that, 
but Jesus said a salt that’s lost its zip, its tang, its zest, its flavor—it’s “good for nothing, 
but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot.” (Matthew 5:13) It’s good for the 
dunghill, and that’s all. Salt is to penetrate, and that again is the reason that America 
needs the salt of the gospel. 

F. Salt Preserves
Let me say one last thing before we leave the air, and I thank God for it: salt preserves. 
Salt is a preservative. It prevents decay, and it restrains corruption. And, I believe that 
America—and the corruption and the decay, and the judgment of God upon America—
can be prevented if we’ll get enough salt to rub into this old sin-sick America of ours. 

I remember reading there in the book of Genesis where Sodom and Gomorrah were 
living such a terrible life that God said He was going to destroy Sodom, but Lot came—
Abraham came—to intercede there for Sodom. And, Abraham came to God and said, 
“God, if I can find fifty righteous persons in Sodom, will you spare the city?” (Genesis 
18:24) And, God said that He would. (Genesis 18:26) And, Abraham couldn’t find fifty 
righteous. And then, Abraham said, “Lord, if I can find forty righteous, will you spare the 
city?” (Genesis 18:29) Not forty were to be found. “God, if I find thirty, will you spare the 
city?” (Genesis 18:30) Not thirty could be found. “O God, forgive me for asking one 
more time, but, O God, if I can just find twenty righteous, would you spare Sodom?” 
(Genesis 18:31) And, not twenty righteous could be found. Finally, Abraham said, “O 
God, one more time, if I can just find ten righteous souls in Sodom, will you spare 
Sodom?” (Genesis 18:32) And, not ten righteous souls could be found. And, even 
though Lot was a just man and man who’d been saved—ol’ backslidden Lot was living 
in the city of Sodom—he had not lived righteously enough, he had not lived godly 
enough, the salt of his life had not penetrated that city enough that even ten could be 
found. I want to tell you, dear friend, the reason that Sodom was destroyed was the 
judgment of God upon sin, yes, but also the reason that Sodom was destroyed was that 
ol’ Lot himself had not let the salt of the saving life of Jesus Christ penetrate that city. 
Lot had not even won nine other persons. 
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Conclusion 
Oh, friend, listen, I believe America is worth saving, and I believe it can be saved. I 
know what God’s quota for Sodom was. I don’t know what God’s quota for America is. I 
don’t know what God says. How many we must have? I don’t know, but I’ll tell you one 
thing: I want to be one of them—I do. I want to be a part of the salt that keeps America 
from crumbling. The Christian holds America in his hand. It was not the Sodomites but 
Lot who determined the destiny of that city. And, I want to say that the problem in 
America is not primarily the drunkards, or Hollywood, or dope, or politicians, or 
homosexuals, or Communists, or liberals. It’s not the leaven; it’s the salt. God says, “If 
my people, which are called by my name…” (2 Chronicles 7:14) Friend, that’s us—that’s 
us. God, bless America, that we might have a peace treaty with the King of kings and a 
salt agreement with our God. 

Let’s bow in prayer. Father in heaven, we thank you for your Word tonight. Lord, it’s 
spoken to us, and we know, Lord, that the leaven is at work in America. And, we have 
decided, dear God, as your children, that we’re going to be as our Savior told us to be: 
the salt of the earth, not ashamed of Jesus. And, help us, Lord, that we’ll not shut up, let 
up, back up until we’re taken up—Lord God, that we’ll be your men, your women, your 
boys, your girls in these desperate days. Thank you, Lord, for speaking to us. In Jesus’s 
name. Amen. 

Now, look up here. We’re going to sing an invitational hymn tonight. Would like to be 
a part of the salt of the earth? Would you like to be a part of the light of the world? You 
can be by receiving Jesus Christ as your personal Savior. There are two forces at work: 
the leaven and the salt—those that are tearing down, those that are building up; those 
that are going to hell, those that are going to heaven; those that are lost and those that 
are saved. No one is half saved. To be half saved is to be altogether lost. Are you 
saved? Do you know that you’re saved? If you were to die this moment just like that, do 
you know you’d go to heaven? Can you say, “I’m absolutely sure that I’m going to 
heaven. I know beyond the shadow of any doubt or peradventure that my sins are 
forgiven, that I’m a child of God”? If you don’t know it, you can know it, you should know 
it, and I want you to know it. 

In a moment, we’re going to sing an invitational hymn, and I’m going to ask you 
tonight if you’re willing to trust Jesus Christ as your personal Savior. And, if you’re 
willing tonight to confess Him as your Lord, I’m going to ask you to leave your seat and 
come forward. And, let your coming forward be your way of saying, “Tonight, once and 
for all, now and forever, I’m trusting Jesus Christ and Him alone to save me.” Take the 
counselor by the hand and just tell him, “I wanna trust Christ.” There’ll be a counselor at 
the head of each of these aisles. Maybe you’ve already trusted Jesus, and you need to 
make it public. Come and tell the counselor, “I’ve already been saved, and I want to 
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make it public.” Others of you tonight may need to come—transferring your church 
membership, if you’re a Christian and you wanna be a member of this church. If you 
believe as we believe and you’ll be a faithful member, we invite you to come. If you’ve 
not had believer’s baptism as we understand it, we’ll want the joy of baptizing you as a 
believer in Jesus Christ. Oh, dear friend, the Lord will receive you tonight. From all over 
this auditorium, you can come. This can be the decision tonight that determines your 
everlasting destiny. 
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Introduction 
ake God’s Word, please, and turn to Leviticus chapter 2 with me for a moment, if
you will—Leviticus chapter 2—and as you’re finding it, and when you find it, look up 

here, and let me tell you a wonderful secret about how to understand the Bible, the 
Word of God. Learn this: The key to understanding the Bible is the Lord Jesus Christ. 
All of the Bible is about the Lord Jesus Christ. Not just the New Testament—all of it—is 
about the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ is in the Bible from Genesis to Revelation. 
He’s there in prophecy. He is there in type. He is there in illustration. Somewhere, 
somehow, in the shadows you’ll find Jesus. Jesus is the hero of the Bible. It is about 
Him. This is a “Him” book. It’s about the Lord Jesus Christ. If you read the Bible and you 
don’t see the message of Jesus, you need to reread the Bible. 

Now that is true about the Levitical offerings especially. And, today, we’re going to 
talk about the meal offering. Now the meal offering is called here the “meat offering,” but 
it doesn’t mean “flesh.” It just simply means “food” or “a food offering.” And notice here 
in verse 11: “No meat offering, which ye shall bring unto the LORD, shall be made with 

T
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leaven:”—this is Leviticus 2, verse 11. “It shall not be made with leaven.” Underscore 
that—“for ye shall burn no leaven, nor any honey, in any offering of the LORD made by 
fire.” (Leviticus 2:11) No leaven, and no honey. Just underscore it. Now, notice in verse 
13: “And every oblation of thy meat offering shalt thou season with salt; neither shalt 
thou suffer the salt of the covenant of thy God to be lacking from thy meat offering: with 
all thine offerings thou shalt offer salt.” (Leviticus 2:13) “In no offering shall there be 
leaven. In no offering shall there be honey. But in every offering there must be salt.” 
That’s what God said. 

Now this is a picture of the Lord Jesus Christ. So what is God telling us here through 
the Holy Spirit? When God says, “There shall be no leaven,” He’s saying that Jesus is 
to be presented in His purity. For, you see, in the Bible, leaven is always an emblem, a 
symbol, of sin. Leaven, ladies, is yeast. And it speaks of fermentation and corruption. It 
speaks of that which puffs up and inflates. And it is used in the Bible as an emblem and 
a symbol of sin. And so what He is saying is that Jesus Christ is to be presented—when 
we present the Lord Jesus as believer-priests, we’re to present the Lord Jesus, number 
one, with no leaven. He is to be presented in His purity. 

Well, what about honey? Why does He say that there is to be no honey? Honey 
speaks of excessive and external sweetness. It speaks of natural sweetness, external 
sweetness, excessive sweetness. And what He’s saying there is that, when we present 
the Lord Jesus Christ, not only are we to present Him in purity, but we are to present 
Him with integrity. He doesn’t need to be artificially sweetened. He doesn’t need 
excessive and external sweetness. We need to present Him just like He is. 

And then He says that we are to present the Lord Jesus with much salt. Now salt, in 
the Bible, speaks of life—the life of the Lord Jesus. The Bible says, “Have salt within 
yourselves.” (Mark 9:50) Jesus said, in Matthew chapter 5, “You are the salt of the 
earth.” (Matthew 5:13) And salt speaks of the saving, purifying, sanctifying life of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. It speaks of vitality. And so what we find here is that we’re to present 
the Lord Jesus Christ, number one, in purity; number two, with integrity; and number 
three, with vitality. Now, keep that in mind as I bring this message to you, and tell you 
how Southern Baptists, in general, and Bellevue Baptist Church, specifically, should 
present the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I. We Are to Present the Lord Jesus Christ Without Leaven: In
Purity

First of all, therefore, we’re to present the Lord Jesus Christ without leaven. We are to 
present Christ in purity. Now, leaven, I’ve already told you, is that which corrupts. It is 
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that which puffs up. But leaven works very quietly, very stealthily, almost undetected, at 
first. And, ladies and gentlemen, it works best in lukewarm conditions. And leaven 
permeates the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus warned us about three kinds of 
leaven. In the Bible, Jesus said, in Matthew chapter 16, verses 11 and 12, “Beware of 
the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees”—“Beware of the leaven of the 
Pharisees and of the Sadducees.” (Matthew 16:11–12) And then, in Mark chapter 8 and 
verse 15, He said, “Beware…of the leaven of Herod.” (Mark 8:15) Three kinds of leaven 
that Jesus said to look out for: the leaven of the Pharisees, the leaven of the 
Sadducees, and the leaven of Herod. And as we present the Lord Jesus Christ, we’re to 
present Him without that kind of leaven. 

A. The Leaven of the Pharisees
Now, let’s think, first of all, about the leaven of the Pharisees. What was the leaven

of the Pharisees? Who were the Pharisees? Well, the Pharisees were a religious sect in 
Jesus’ time, and they were very religious. The leaven of the Pharisees is legalism. The 
Pharisees were legalists. If you were to ask a Pharisee, “Do you believe the Bible is the 
Word of God?” he would say yes. If you were to ask him, “Do you believe in the 
inerrancy of the Bible?” if he understood the meaning of the word, he would say yes. 
The Pharisees believed all of the Bible. But they didn’t go to heaven; they went to hell. 
They had heads full of Scripture, but they had hearts full of sin. They had religion, but 
they didn’t have reality. They had laws, but they didn’t have life. Oh, they were careful, 
all right. They would dot every i and cross every t, but they couldn’t spell the word love. 
They did not know the meaning of Christ. They did not have the love of the Lord Jesus 
Christ in their heart. They were the most pitiful of all people, because Jesus said, “They 
cross heaven and earth to make a proselyte, and when they do, he’s twicefold a child of 
hell.” (Matthew 23:15) Legalism—legalism—my dear friend, is not the answer to the 
dilemma that we’re in. 

I want you to know that I am a conservative, Bible-believing Christian. I believe all of 
the Bible. I make no apology for believing in the inerrancy of Holy Scripture. I believe 
the Bible is inerrant, infallible, impeccable. I believe it is absolutely true. I believe that 
God gave it from cover to cover. I believe that all Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God. And, biblically, I am conservative. But I am not a legalist. I pray God that He will 
save me and save you from the loveless leaven of legalism. Jesus said, “Beware of the 
leaven of the Pharisees.” The leaven of the Pharisees was legalism. And legalism is not 
what our world needs today. The Bible is a wonderful sword, but it is a terrible club  . 

Copyright ©2022 Love Worth Finding Ministries, Inc. | Used by permission from the Rogers Family Trust. | www.LWF.org/ARLC 
29



B. The Leaven of the Sadducees
Now you say, “Well, you sound to me like you are against legalism rather than

liberalism.” Friend, I’m against both of them. I want you to know that legalism and 
liberalism are heads and tails of the same coin. It’s just a perversion of the gospel of 
Christ. And so Jesus said, “Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees.” But He also said, 
“Beware of the leaven…of the Sadducees.” 

Now, who were the Sadducees? Well, there was another group, another 
“denomination” of that day, if we could call them a denomination, a political sect of that 
day, and the Sadducees were the liberals of that day. You say, why do you call the 
Sadducees the liberals? Let me tell you how the Bible describes the Sadducees, and 
then you’ll understand why I’ve called them liberals. In Acts chapter 23 and verse 8: 
“For the Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, neither angel, nor spirit: but the 
Pharisees confess both.” (Acts 23:8) The Pharisees were very orthodox. They said 
there is a resurrection, angels, spirits, all of this. The Sadducees said, “We don’t believe 
any of that.” The Sadducees were so sophisticated. Oh, they didn’t believe in the 
supernatural elements of the Bible. They didn’t believe in the resurrection from the 
dead, and all of that. They were classic liberals. 

In a confrontation with the Sadducees, Jesus said this to them—and it’s a key 
verse—Matthew chapter 22, verse 29: “Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do 
err,”—that is, you make a great mistake—“not knowing the scriptures, nor the power of 
God.” (Matthew 22:29) Now, folks, if you want a recipe for a liberal, there it is right there. 
“You err,” Jesus said, “number one, because you don’t know the Scriptures. Number 
two, you don’t know the power of God.” You see, the Pharisees believed the Bible, but 
they didn’t obey the Bible. But the Sadducees did not obey the Bible because they did 
not believe the Bible. Jesus said, “You err. You don’t understand the Scripture. And you 
don’t understand the power of God.” Every liberal has difficulty with two things: number 
one, the Word of God; and, the power of God. 

Now they call themselves theologians, these liberals, but they don’t know God—they 
don’t know God. I'm talking about a classic liberal. He doesn’t know God. You see, 
theology—theos means “God”; logos, the word we get -lology from means “the word.” 
The word logos and theos, put them together, you have theology: God and word—the 
God of the Word, and the Word of that God. But they deny the God of the Word, and 
they deny the Word of God, so why do they call themselves theologians? They’re like 
Grape-Nuts: neither grapes nor nuts. They have no right to call themselves theologians. 
And Jesus said, “You err. You don’t know the Scriptures. And you don’t know the power 
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of God.” 
People have difficulty with miracles like the resurrection. Friend, if you can get past 

Genesis 1, the rest of it is all right: “In the beginning God created the heaven and the 
earth.” (Genesis 1:1) After that, it’s all downhill: you just accept the fact of God. I mean, 
you’re not going to have any difficulty with any kind of miracle. But, you see, Jesus said, 
“Beware of the leaven of these Sadducees.” Oh, liberalism has left us a terrible legacy. 
Dr. J. Sidlow Baxter said—and I quote—“In the space of a century, liberalism has turned 
Protestant Christianity into a graveyard, a graveyard of former glad certainties and soul-
saving verities, of expired beliefs, perished hopes, of lost faith and vanished assurance, 
of buried ideals, and murdered morals.” That’s the legacy of liberalism. 

Now we have these in our pulpits today who feel that, if we tell them that you ought 
to preach certain doctrines, especially if you’re going to teach in a Baptist school, they 
feel that somehow we’re taking away their freedom. We’re not taking away their 
freedom, because they’re free to teach somewhere else—but not in a Baptist school, 
with Baptist money. Now J. B. Gambrell, who was the former president of Mercer 
University from 1893 to 1896, said this. J. B. Gambrell said this—and I quote; listen to 
this, it’s significant. He said, “There have appeared men in these later days who feel 
persecuted if they are not allowed to enter pulpits established to uphold a given set of 
principles, and there overthrow the very doctrines the church is set to defend.… Men 
who do not preach the accepted doctrines of the Baptists, have no right in Baptist 
pulpits, and it is no abridgment of their rights nor any persecution to keep them out. We 
are under no sort of obligations to furnish heretics with means to subvert the truth.” I like 
that. And then this former Baptist college president went on to say about our schools, 
“The same kind of reasoning applies to our denominational schools. Now and then a 
man in one of our schools finds, or thinks he finds, that the doctrines of the 
denomination are wrong, outworn, or something of the sort. No one should seek in the 
least to abridge his thinking, nor his defense of his thinking. The world is open to him. 
But when he claims the right to use an institution, its money, prestige and opportunities 
to overthrow the faith which the institution was founded to build up, he passes the 
bounds of liberty and enters the realm of arrogant license. Common honesty and 
decency would dictate that such a man resign his place and exercise his liberty without 
infringing on the rights of others.” And I say amen to that. 

You know, these people are trying tell us, “Oh, when you say that you must believe 
this and teach that, if you’re to teach in our universities, you’re forcing your beliefs on 
us.” I tell them, I wouldn’t force my belief on you for anything in this world. But when you 
tell me that I must underwrite your salary to teach your heresy, or else be branded non-
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Baptist or non-cooperative, you, sir, are trying to force your belief on me. Now, if you 
want to teach it, you raise the money for it. But don’t tell me that I have to underwrite 
that infidelity. I’m not going to do it. We would not coerce the beliefs of anybody. I 
believe in the soul freedom of all the people on the face of this earth. Let him believe 
whatever he wants to believe, be he atheist, Buddhist, or whatever. No one should 
coerce the beliefs of another. But no one should be required to underwrite that which is 
against his conscience with Baptist money. 

Listen to me. Unity in diversity is the Baptist way. But denominational cooperation 
through doctrinal compromise is neither Baptist nor biblical. We must understand this. 
People say, “Well, don’t put me in a theological straight-jacket.” Well, I wouldn’t, sir, but 
you need to be careful that you don’t go around with no clothes on at all. Now we need 
to understand that there is a certain, basic belief that we hold together as Baptists and 
as Bible-believing Christians. 

C. The Leaven of Herod
Now Jesus warned against the loveless leaven of legalism. And Jesus also warned

against the leaven of liberalism. And then He warned against the leaven of Herod. What 
was the leaven of Herod? Well, Herod was a worldly, pleasure-mad king. And the 
leaven of Herod is not legalism, nor liberalism, but plain old licentiousness—worldliness. 
And this is another problem among Baptists and Christians of all denominations. We 
hear much today about the separation of church and state. I believe we need to hear a 
little more about the separation of church and world. We need to understand that the 
Bible says, “Come out from among them, and be ye separate.” (2 Corinthians 6:17) The 
ways of the world have invaded the sanctuary. We look around in Christendom, and we 
see that the laxness of our morals and the break-up of the home. And the worldliness of 
our people is tragic. The leaven of Herod has secularized us. 

Now Jesus, when he was speaking to the Herodians, said this: “Render unto Caesar 
that which is Caesar’s, and unto God that which is God’s.” (Matthew 22:21; Mark 12:17; 
Luke 20:25) The Herodians somehow had tried to commingle that which belonged to 
Caesar and that which belonged to God. Baptists have always been in the forefront, and 
shall always be, I pray, in the true belief of the separation of church and state. 
Sometimes we who are conservatives are accused of not believing in the separation of 
church and state. But I want you to know that you’re listening to one Baptist preacher 
who believes it with all of the unction, function, and emotion of his soul. 

The church of the Lord Jesus Christ cannot, must not, be identified with any political 
party. The church needs to be free to tell the Republicans, the Democrats, and the 
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Independents to repent and get right with God. All of us, the church, must never ever 
use the power of the government for spiritual goals. Listen to me. The government may 
protect us. But it cannot improve us, morally or spiritually. And the government must be 
left free to do what it alone can do, so the church is free to do what she alone can do 
and must do. And God forbid that we get identified with the leaven of Herod. 

Always remember the difference between the church and the state. The church is 
here to minister God’s grace. The state is here to minister God’s justice. The church is 
to expose evil. The state is to restrain evil. The church is to carry out the Great 
Commission. The state, when it is working properly, allows us to live in peace and 
freedom, that we might carry out the Great Commission. The church, in her scope, is 
international and eternal. The state, in her scope, is national and temporal. And we are 
to render unto Caesar that which is Caesar’s, and unto God that which is God’s. 

Now we need to tell the Democrats, and we need to tell the Republicans, if they 
want our vote, they need to understand, we’re not going to vote party, we’re not going to 
vote pocketbook, we’re not going to vote personality; we’re going to vote principle. And 
we’re going to find our principle in the Word of God. And we’re here to tell the Herods of 
this world that Herod is not king; that Jesus Christ is King. And we, while we believe in 
the separation of church and state, we also believe in the right of every freeborn 
American to render unto Caesar that which is Caesar’s—and our Caesar is a 
government of the people, by the people, and for the people. Therefore, we will 
participate; but while we participate, we will belong to Jesus Christ. 

And let me say, while I’m in the neighborhood, that because we believe in our 
religious freedom and inalienable rights given us by God, we believe in the right to pray 
in the church, in the home, in the place of business, and also in the public schools. Now, 
you listen to me. I do not believe in, and I’m against with all of my heart, any kind of a 
state-written, state-mandated prayer for anybody. I'm against that. But, at the same 
time, I’m in favor for every freeborn American to pray any time, any place he wants—
and not only silently, but vocally. These people say, “Well, you can pray silently.” Friend, 
you can do that in a Russian concentration camp. But we are not to have our freedom of 
speech abridged. We are here to say we’re free to pray, and we are here to say that no 
one should be coerced or forced to pray. I believe that with all of my heart. 

II. We Are to Present the Lord Jesus Christ Without Honey—In
Integrity

Now we are to purge out the leaven of Herod, which is licentiousness. And so we are to 
present the Lord Jesus Christ—we are to present the Lord Jesus Christ, a) in purity—no 
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leaven; b) we’re to present the Lord Jesus Christ, not only in purity, but we are to 
present the Lord Jesus Christ in integrity—no honey. 

Now, what is honey? Honey is excessive and external sweetness. Now we have the 
prophets of the honey God among us. Those who just think that there are no real 
problems, and if we’ll just take enough honey and just ladle that honey over our 
problems, they will all go away. These are the prophets of sweetness and light. They 
have confectionary convictions. They preach a candy Christ. They preach a religion that 
does not want to face the facts. They want everything to be sweetened up. These are 
the people always talking about love, love, love. 

Now God is love. Oh, don’t miss me. Don’t anybody say that I didn’t say that God is 
love. The Bible says that “God is love.” (1 John 4:8, 16) God is infinite love, 
inexpressible love, eternal love, unfathomable love. Thank God for the love of God. He 
is love. But that’s not all of the truth. He’s also a God of justice; He’s also a God of truth. 
And when you say God is love, and that’s all you say, that’s only part of the truth. And 
when you take part of the truth, and make part of the truth all of the truth, that part of 
the truth becomes an untruth  . Do you understand what I’m saying? If you just simply 
make part of the truth the total truth, then you get a skewed idea of truth. And, you see, 
God is also a God of justice. He’s a God of truth. 

Now people say, “Now, don’t take a stand for doctrine. Just be full of love—be full of 
love.” Yes, be full of love. But what does the Bible say? The Bible says, “Speak the truth 
in love.” (Ephesians 4:15) There’s never any competition between truth and love. Speak 
the truth in love. There are two dangers. Number one is loveless truth. The other is 
truthless love. Speak the truth in love. You can’t just simply take honey and ladle some 
honey over a situation and say therefore everything is all right. We are going to have to 
face the situation as it is. 

We have these modern-day honey prophets who minimize sin, humanize man, and 
glorify rebellion against God, with a tendency toward universalism that would try to air-
condition hell and explain away the devil, and tell us that eventually everybody’s going 
to heaven. We’re all un-American if we don’t put our arms around everybody else and 
say, “Your religion’s just as good as mine.” I’ve said before, I believe we have some in 
America, if they could vote on it, would outlaw hell as cruel and unusual punishment  . 
“God is un-American. He has no right to do that.” 

I want God’s people to be together. I believe we ought to be together. But Jesus did 
not put the highest priority on unity, though He did put a priority on unity. He said, “I 
came not to send peace, but a sword.” (Matthew 10:34) Now, you think bout it. Jesus 
not only is the great unifier of those who believe in Him, but He’s also the great divider 
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of those who don’t believe in Him. He’s the one who separates the sheep from the 
goats. (Matthew 25:32–33) He said, “I came to send a sword.” I want God’s people to 
be united. But now, listen, and listen well, if you don’t hear anything else I say. I want 
God’s people, and the people of this church, and the people of our denomination to be 
united. But listen to me. It is far better that Southern Baptists be divided by truth than be 
united in error. Understand. We can’t just simply take honey and ladle honey over 
everything, and say it’s all is sweet, and all is good. The world has lost its respect for 
preachers who are preaching a saccharine gospel and a church that’s dying of diabetes. 

III. We Are to Present the Lord Jesus Christ with Much Salt—In
Vitality

There’s a time when we present the Lord Jesus Christ, number one, in purity; and, 
number two, we present the Lord Jesus Christ in integrity, as He is—as He is—not just 
ladle honey over the whole situation. But, last of all, we are to present the Lord Jesus 
Christ in vitality—much salt—much salt. Salt speaks of the saving life of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. And what does salt do? 

A. Salt Decontaminates
Jesus said, “Ye are the salt of the earth.” (Matthew 5:13) He was speaking to

fishermen who preserved their fish with salt. For one thing, salt decontaminates. There’s 
a purifying element to salt. It is the salty ocean that bathes the shores of this world that 
keeps the earth from decaying and putrefying. If you took the salt out of the ocean, 
everything would turn to a stench. It is salt that purifies. 

Friend, I want to tell you, we need the decontamination of that salty gospel in our 
world today. You think of what has happened. In 1963, public prayer was outlawed in 
our schools. In 1973, nine black-robed Supreme Court justices declared the preborn 
babies as non-beings. And since that time America has been flooded and stained with 
the blood of twenty million little babies—twenty million. 1.4 million have died in all of 
America’s wars, from the beginning of this nation to this time, only 1.4, but twenty million 
little preborn Americans. 

Did you know that more than half of the little white babies that are being conceived 
are dying by abortion? Think of it. Think of it—sacrificed on the altar of convenience. Did 
you know that it is now legal for a doctor to kill a baby in its mother’s womb just hours 
before that mother gives delivery to that baby? Did you know that’s legal? All that is 
necessary is for the mother and the doctor to agree that it might cause some kind of a 
trauma for that baby to be born. Recently, we had a little grandbaby born in our family: 
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Adrian Gentry Foster. I got to go into the birthing room just minutes after that baby was 
born—I wasn’t in there while the baby was born, but right after the baby was born—and 
cradle in my arms that little life, perfectly sculpted, perfectly formed. And I thought, “My 
God, a few hours before, in America, a doctor could have been paid money for killing 
that child.” 

Don’t you understand that’s wrong? Don’t you understand that that is a sin for which 
God must surely judge America? Don’t you understand, my friend, it’s time for the salt to 
work—for the salt to work? Decontamination. Did you know that suicide among 
teenagers, my dear friend, has gone up 150 percent in the last quarter of a century? 
One hundred and fifty percent—young people killing themselves! It’s time for the salt to 
work. Did you know, my dear friend, that two thirds of all of our high school graduating 
seniors have reported that they have experimented in illegal drugs? I’m talking about 
two out of every three! In America, with drugs! Did you know that one million of 
America’s high school girls, teenage girls, will get pregnant this year? It’s time for the 
salt to work. Salt decontaminates. We live in a society that’s seen sodomy go from a 
sin, to a sickness, to a socially accepted practice. It’s time for the salt to work. 

You listen to me, folks. Do you know what’s wrong in America? You say, “It’s the 
communists.” No, it’s not the communists. You say, “It’s the media.” It’s not the media. 
You say, “It’s Hollywood.” No, it is not Hollywood. You say, “It’s the liquor dealers.” No, it 
is not the liquor dealers. You say, “It’s the pornographers.” It is not the pornographers. 
You say, “Well, it’s the liberals.” No, it’s not the liberals. You know what the problem is 
in America? It is saltless saints. That’s where the problem is. That’s where the problem 
is! Folks, the problem is in this auditorium, and in auditoriums all around: salt that has 
lost its savor, and a world that is rotting. Jesus said you’re to be the salt of the earth. 

B. Salt Activates
But not only does salt decontaminate. Salt activates. It is salt that causes flavor to

burst alive in your mouth. Ask a little boy what salt is. He says, “Salt is what tastes bad 
when you don’t have it.” Salt brings out flavor. The Bible says, in Job 6:6, “Can that 
which is unsavoury be eaten without salt?” You see, folks, there ought to be a zest 
about us. There ought to be a flavor about us; there ought to be something about us 
that brings flavor to life. Do you know why many people don’t go to Sunday School and 
why they don’t go to churches across America? They don’t want to be bored to tears. 
Do you know why preachers preach boring sermons? Because the preachers 
themselves are bored. It’s the bland leading the bland. Jesus said, “Ye are the salt of 
the earth.” (Matthew 5:13) We need a burning, blazing, passionate, emotional love for 
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the Lord Jesus Christ. 

C. Salt Medicates
Not only does salt decontaminate, and not only does salt activate; my dear friend,

salt medicates. Salt heals. There’s a healing property in salt. And I could show you 
instances in the Bible where God used salt to heal. And, friend, our world is sick, sick, 
sick. And what it needs is the antiseptic of the gospel to heal and to bind up the broken. 
I wish I had more time to talk about that. 

D. Salt Irritates
But I want to tell you, not only does salt medicate; salt irritates. Mark 9, verse 49—

Jesus said, “[Ye] shall be salted with fire.” (Mark 9:49) Salt burns. And you’re going to 
find out that, when a preacher of the gospel preaches the salty gospel of Jesus Christ, it 
will sting; it will burn—when the gospel is rubbed into the open and bleeding wounds of 
society. There are people who do not like the kind of preaching I do. I know that full well. 
But I can’t make myself sick in order to make them well. I’m going to keep on preaching. 
No offense, no effect. People want a saltless gospel. But salt will burn. 

One man was questioning a man who had been brutally beaten. He said, “Would 
you describe your assailant?” He said, “No sir, that’s what I was doing when he jumped 
on me.” And this world will do the same thing to us when we take this book and describe 
it. Salt irritates. It burns. We need to stop trying to win popularity contests. 

E. Salt Penetrates
I’ll tell you what else salt does. Salt penetrates. You take a pinch of salt and put it in

a jug of water, and it permeates all of that jug of water. You know what’s wrong with us? 
We’ve not allowed the salt to penetrate. We come to church every Sunday and sit in the 
big salt cellar, and salt the salt. But you don’t put the fish in one barrel and the salt in 
another. Jesus said, “Ye are the salt of the earth.” (Matthew 5:13)—not the salt of the 
church, but the salt of the earth. 

F. Salt Dissipates
But I want to say, and it breaks my heart to say it, but not only does salt penetrate,

but salt may dissipate. Jesus said, in Matthew chapter 5, that salt can lose its savor. It 
can lose its bite. It can lose its pungency. It can lose its vitality. And Jesus said, “When 
the salt has lost its savor, it is good for nothing but to be cast out and to be trodden 
under foot of men.” (Matthew 5:13) The salt, in Bible times, was extremely valuable—
pure salt. As a matter of fact, it was in some societies more valuable than gold. Men 
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were paid with salt. Have you ever heard the expression, “That man’s not worth his 
salt”? Our word salary literally means “salt money.” That’s where we get our word salary 
from. 

But they had salt that they would get from the Dead Sea, and they would put it out 
on the ground. The water would evaporate out. They would take that salt. But in that salt 
were a number of other minerals. That salt’s not as pure as the salt that we have today. 
And, left on the ground, or left in right conditions, after a while, when the rain would fall 
on it, and so forth, the salt would blanch out and bleed away, leaving noxious 
minerals—salt that was not salty, salt that lost its savor. What could you do with it? If 
you put it in a well, it would poison the water. If you put it in the field, it would kill the 
crops. Put it on the food, it would poison the eater. What could you do with it? Just one 
thing: put it on the highways. On the highways it would pack down, absorb moisture. It 
would kill grass and weeds. It was a wonderful thing for men to walk on. Jesus said, “If 
salt loses its savor, it is good for nothing but to be cast out and to be trodden under foot 
of men.” 

Never before in history, at least in my ministry, have I ever seen Christians held up 
to more open ridicule than they’re held up in this day and this age in which we live. Isn’t 
that true? The favorite sport today is Christian-bashing—in the media and everywhere 
else. And do you know why? Primarily, dear friend, because of a society of saltless 
saints—salt that has lost its savor and is now being trampled and walked under foot 
because we have failed to present the Lord Jesus Christ in His purity, in His integrity, 
and with His vitality. 

Conclusion 
And I want to call you as brothers and sisters in this church to say, “God helping us—
God helping us—we’re going to be salty saints, and we’re going to preach a salty 
gospel in this day and age in which we live.” 
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Introduction 
nd would you take God’s Word and find Leviticus, the Book of Leviticus—Genesis, 
Exodus, Leviticus—the third book in the Bible. Turn to the second chapter of 

Leviticus, and in a moment we’re going to read verses 11 through 13—the Book of 
Leviticus chapter 2, verses 11 through 13. 

Now I’ve learned certain things about understanding the Bible, and I have a long 
way to go before I would even begin to think that I understood all of God’s Word. But let 
me tell you several things that have helped me to understand God’s Word. 

One of these things is this: that Jesus is coming again. And so many of the Old 
Testament prophecies go beyond immediate events in history and look forward to the 
coming of Christ. And when you read the Old Testament in the light of the Second 
Coming of Jesus Christ, there are certain passages that just seem to burst aflame. 

Now, here’s another principle that I’ve learned in understanding the Bible—and it is 
this: that the history of Israel is, in a sense, analogous to the Christian life. The Bible 
says, “All these things happened unto to them for examples [to us]” (1 Corinthians 
10:11). So you can take the Old Testament history, and see what God did with His 

A 
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literal people in the Old Testament, and turn those episodes into devotional material, for 
all of those “things happened [to] them for examples [to us]” (1 Corinthians 10:11). So 
you can find yourself just shouting through some Old Testament history and saying, 
“Thank you, Lord. I see wonderful illustrations and applications to my Christian life.” 

But let me tell you something that has caused all of the Bible to be more real to me 
than almost anything else—and that is that you find Jesus in all the Bible: in the Old 
Testament as well as in the New Testament. Don’t get the idea that the Old Testament 
was about something else other than Jesus. When the Old Testament was there and 
the New Testament had not been written, Jesus said, “Search the scriptures; for…they 
are they which testify”—of what?—“of me” (John 5:9)—“The Old Testament testifies of 
me.” And on that Emmaus road, after His resurrection, the Lord Jesus walked along 
with two disciples. And the Bible tells us that their hearts were so sad; they were so 
forlorn. And Jesus began to talk with them about the Old Testament, the prophecies in 
the Old Testament. And the Bible says, “He [showed] them in all the scriptures the 
things concerning himself” (Luke 24:27). Now it doesn’t say, “He showed them all the 
things concerning Himself in the Scriptures.” But it said, “He [showed] them in all the 
scriptures the things concerning himself.” That means He’s in all the Scriptures. 

The Bible is a “Him book.” It is about Him; it is about the Lord Jesus. If you read the 
Bible and you don’t find Jesus, go back and reread it: you missed the message. Every 
book has a hero—if it’s not a math book or something like that—and Jesus is the hero. 
Satan is the villain. Salvation is the theme. Jesus is the hero of the Bible. And as you 
read the Word of God, there in prophecy, there in precept, there in parable, there in 
proverb, there, somewhere standing in the shadows, or out in front, you will find the 
Lord Jesus. 

Now that’s true with the scripture we’re going to look at tonight—Leviticus chapter 2 
and verse 11: “No meat offering, which ye shall bring unto the LORD, shall be made 
with leaven: for ye shall burn no leaven, nor any honey, in any offering of the LORD 
made by fire.” Now that’s a very interesting passage of Scripture. He goes on to say, 
“As for the oblation of the firstfruits, ye shall offer them unto the LORD: but they shall 
not be burnt on the altar for a sweet savour. And every oblation of thy meat offering 
shalt thou season with salt; neither shalt thou suffer the salt of the covenant of thy God 
to be lacking from thy meat offering: with all thine offerings thou shalt offer salt” 
(Leviticus 2:11–13). 

Now one of the Old Testament pictures of the Lord Jesus Christ was the meal 
offering, and it speaks—the meal offering speaks—of the indwelling Christ, Christ in our 
hearts. The meal offering—or the meat offering, as it is called here—was made of fine 
flour. It was ground exceedingly fine, and that fine flour that would be ground very fine 
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speaks of the consistency of the Lord Jesus Christ. There is no blemish, no 
inconsistency, in the Lord Jesus Christ. And then that offering—that meal offering—had 
oil that was poured upon it; it was mixed with oil. That oil was a picture, an emblem, a 
symbol of the Holy Spirit. Oil, in the Bible, speaks of the Holy Spirit of God. And, 
actually, the anointing was the oil being poured out. Now this offering also was mixed 
with frankincense, which was a sweet-smelling perfume. And that tells of the beauties, 
the fragrance, of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

But I want us to think tonight about three other things about that offering and see 
how they apply to us, as we’ve been talking on these Sunday nights on a Christian 
worldview. He says, concerning these offerings, that they are to be made, number one, 
without leaven—you see that right there; number two, without honey; and, number 
three, with salt: without leaven, without honey, but with much salt. 

Now leaven, in the Bible, speaks of what? It speaks of evil. It speaks of corruption. 
And always, in the Bible, leaven is used as an emblem, a symbol, of sin. And so, when 
we make an offering to the Lord, it is to be without leaven, because that speaks of 
Christ in His purity. You got that? Christ in His purity: without leaven. And then the 
offering is to be made without honey. Now, what does honey speak of? Well, honey 
speaks of external and excessive sweetness. And He is not the candy Christ, and our 
convictions are not confectionary convictions. We are not just to pour honey over that 
which is not right as if we can externally sweeten it up. So Christ is to be presented in 
His purity, and Christ is to be presented in His integrity. Without honey tells us that 
Jesus is to be presented in integrity. But then, what does salt speak of? Well, salt was 
used in the Bible for preserving and purifying, and it speaks of the preserving and 
purifying life of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and it speaks of the vitality of Jesus. 

So, how are we to present the Lord Jesus Christ? Well, we’re to present the Lord 
Jesus Christ without leaven; that is, in purity. We’re to present the Lord Jesus Christ 
without honey; that is, with integrity. And we’re to present the Lord Jesus Christ with 
much salt; that is, with vitality. 

Now, let’s just think about that for a little bit. 

I. Presenting the Lord in His Purity: Without Leaven
Let’s go back and think about presenting the Lord Jesus Christ in His purity; that is, 
without leaven. Why is leaven a symbol of evil? Well, what is leaven? Leaven is yeast. 
And what does yeast do when you put it in a loaf of bread? Actually, it causes 
corruption. It causes fermentation. It literally causes decay. And that speaks, therefore, 
of evil, because evil wants to infiltrate, to corrupt, and to puff up. And, by the way, do 
you know where leaven works the best? In lukewarm conditions. God forbid that we be 
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a lukewarm church! It works quietly. It’s almost undetected. But it corrupts, and it puffs 
up. 

Now it’s very significant that the Old Testament said that the meal offering is to be 
without leaven. I want you to take your Bibles, and I want you to see something. I want 
you to turn to Matthew chapter 16 with me for just a moment—Matthew 16. Let me hear 
the pages turning. And I want you to look, if you will, in verses 11 and 12. And the Lord 
Jesus Christ says this to the Church—the Lord Jesus says, “How is it that ye do not 
understand…”—this is Matthew 16, verse 11—“How is it that ye do not understand that I 
spake it not to you concerning bread, that ye should beware of the leaven of the 
Pharisees and of the Sadducees? Then understood they how that he bade them not 
beware of the leaven of bread, but of the doctrine of the Pharisees and of the 
Sadducees” (Matthew 16:11–12). So Jesus said, “Beware of the leaven of the 
Pharisees, and beware of the leaven of the Sadducees.” I’m going to speak to that in 
just a moment. 

But now—you’re in Matthew; just fast-forward to Mark, and turn to Mark chapter 8 
and verse 15—again, let me hear you turn—Mark chapter 8 and verse 15: “And he 
charged them, saying, Take heed, beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, and of the 
leaven of Herod” (Mark 8:15). 

Now there are three kinds of leaven Jesus said, “Watch out for.” Remember now, in 
Leviticus chapter 2, it said, “Don’t make an offering with any leaven” (Leviticus 2:11). 
And then Jesus said, “Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees” (Matthew 16:11). Jesus 
said, “Beware of the leaven…of the Sadducees” (Matthew 16:11). Jesus said, “Beware 
of the leaven…of Herod” (Mark 8:15). Now, as we have a Christian worldview, there are 
three kinds of leaven that we need to be aware of. 

A. The Leaven of the Pharisees: Legalism
First of all, we need to be aware of the leaven of the Pharisees. What was the

leaven of the Pharisees that infiltrates religion? The leaven of the Pharisees—get it 
now—is legalism—legalism. The Pharisees were religious, but they were legalists. They 
had heads full of Scripture, but they had hearts full of sin. They had laws, but they didn’t 
have life. They had religion, but they did not have reality. They had profession, but they 
did not have possession. They were the most pitiful of all people. Their religion was 
external and not internal. Oh, they were smart. They could dot every i; they could cross 
every t, but they could not spell love. They majored in certain things. They quoted 
Scripture, but they knew nothing of justice, mercy, and faith. 
     Legalism is a terrible thing when it gets into a church. And I want to tell you this: The 
easiest thing for a Bible-believing church to slip into is legalism. I am as much afraid of 
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legalism as I am liberalism. Legalism is a terrible thing. Legalism and liberalism are 
heads and tails of the same coin. Jesus had more trouble with the Pharisees than 
perhaps anybody else, and they were the ones who were Bible-thumpers; they were the 
ones who were constantly quoting the Scriptures. Now the offering is to be made 
without leaven. We are to present Christ in His purity without the leaven of the 
Pharisees—which was what? Legalism. 

B. The Leaven of the Sadducees: Liberalism
And then He said, “Beware of the leaven…of the Sadducees” (Matthew 16:11). Well,

who were the Sadducees? The Pharisees were the religious party who were legalists. 
The Sadducees were just the opposite. They were a religious party of Jesus’s day who 
were the liberals. And Jesus is saying, beware of legalism; and Jesus is saying, beware 
of liberalism. 

You say, “Pastor, why do you say that the Sadducees were liberals?” Well, turn to 
the Book of Acts here for just a moment, and look, if you will, in verse 23; just keep on 
going to the right in your Bible, in Acts chapter 23, and look with me for a moment in 
verse 8: “For the Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, neither angel, nor spirit: 
but the Pharisees confess both” (Acts 23:8). The Pharisees say, “We’re fundamental. 
We believe in the Resurrection. We believe in a supernatural world. We believe in 
angels. We believe in spirits.” The Sadducees say, “We don’t believe that.” They were 
too sophisticated to believe that. They did not believe in the Resurrection. 

And then go back to Matthew 22 and verse 23: “The same day came to him”—to 
Jesus—“the Sadducees, which say that there is no resurrection” (Matthew 22:23). What 
was their claim to fame? They didn’t believe in the Resurrection. And then, look, if you 
will, in Matthew chapter 22 and verse 29, and you’ll find out why they did not believe in 
the Resurrection—Matthew chapter 22 and verse 29: “Jesus answered and said unto 
them,”—that is, to the Sadducees—“Ye do err”—“err”; that is, you make an error. 
Why?—“not knowing the scriptures, nor the power of God” (Matthew 22:29). Boy, that’s 
a recipe for liberalism—that is a recipe for liberalism: not to know the Scriptures, and not 
to believe in the power of God. That’s what makes a liberal a liberal. He doesn’t have a 
grasp of the Scriptures. He does not understand the power of God. 

Now our modern-day Sadducees in seminaries today in many lands, they have the 
same problem. They call themselves theologians: theos, meaning “God”; logos, 
meaning “the word.” Put them together, you have a theologian: a person who’s 
supposed to be a person who knows the Word of God, but they don’t believe the logos, 
and they don’t know the theos; and so they’re not theologians. They’re like Grape 
Nuts—neither grapes nor nuts! How do they err? “Not knowing the scriptures, nor the 
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power of God” (Matthew 22:29). And Jesus said, “Beware of the leaven…of the 
Sadducees” (Matthew 16:11). 

Some years ago, we had Dr. J. Sidlow Baxter here to preach for us. How many of 
you were here when Dr. Baxter preached? Well, good! Wonderful! A great number of 
you. He’s a fine old gentlemen, and I love Dr. Baxter—one of the finest Bible scholars 
I’ve ever met. But he described the legacy of liberalism in one of his books. I copied it 
down. Here’s what he said. He said, “In the space of a century, it”—liberalism—“has 
turned Protestant Christianity into a graveyard: a graveyard of former glad certainties 
and soul-saving verities of expired beliefs and perished hopes, of lost faith and vanished 
assurance, of buried ideals and murdered morals.” And that is true. That’s the 
graveyard of liberalism. And I’ve seen churches that were once great, thriving churches; 
then some theological mortician who’s a liberal moves in and literally kills the church. 
“Beware,” Jesus said, “of the Pharisees and their doctrine of legalism. Beware of the 
leaven of the Sadducees and their doctrine of liberalism.” 

C. The Leaven of Herod: Licentiousness
But what about the leaven of Herod? Jesus said, “Beware of the leaven of the

Pharisees” (Matthew 16:11). Jesus said, “Beware of the leaven…of the Sadducees” 
(Matthew 16:11). And then Jesus said, “Beware of the leaven…of Herod” (Mark 8:15). 
Well, who was Herod? He was the king, and he was a wicked king. He was a pleasure-
mad king. He was a licentious king. He was an immoral king. But he was ruling the land, 
and Jesus said, “Watch him. Beware of the leaven of Herod.” 

Now Herod was a religious man. Herod had a form of godliness, but his regime was 
known by worldliness and political corruption. There was even a party that followed 
him—religious people. They were not Sadducees. They were not Pharisees. They were 
called Herodians. They were a quasi-religious party, but they tried to stay in league with 
Rome at the same time. And may I tell you, with a broken heart, that the leaven of 
Herod has infected America. You see it. I mean, that’s the scene today. I’m talking 
about the religious scene. I’m not talking about those outside the church. It is the leaven 
of legalism, the leaven of liberalism, and the leaven of licentiousness: that’s what Jesus 
said, “Watch out for”—“Watch out for.” No offering that you make should be made with 
leaven. 

Now what has happened is that the leaven of Herod and the ways of the world have 
invaded the sanctuary. These people were not liberals, or legalists, theologically; that 
was superfluous to them. They used religion. That’s one of the reasons that we have to 
understand the relationship of Christ and government, the church and government. 
Now, you see, folks, the church of the Lord Jesus Christ in these last days cannot be 
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identified with any political party. We need to maintain a position to tell the Sadducees, 
the Pharisees, and the Herodians to repent—I mean all of them. Christ, not Herod, is 
King. 

Now the church must never attempt to use the power of the government for spiritual 
goals. Learn this about government: Government may protect us—and it should; but it 
cannot improve us morally or spiritually. That’s not the purpose of the government. The 
government must be free to do what it alone can do, so that the church is free to do 
what she alone can do. And whenever a church and state embrace one another, the 
church is always the loser. And these Herodians would use the church, if they could. 

This does not mean that as Christians we’re not to participate in government. 
Indeed, we should, and we ought to. John Adams wrote this: “Our Constitution was 
made for a moral and religious people. It is wholly inadequate for the government of any 
other.” And Jesus said we’re to “render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to 
God the things that are God’s” (Mark 12:17). And our Caesar is a government of the 
people, by the people, and for the people. And, in my estimation, we disobey our Lord if 
we do not participate. But, friend, we must understand that we cannot be infiltrated with 
the leaven of Herod. The church is so worried about the separation of church and state. 
What we really need to be concerned about is the separation of church and world. I 
mean, it’s the worldliness that has come in. 

Think of the difference between Herod and Christ, and you’ll see the difference 
between government and true spirituality, the church. The church ministers God’s 
grace; the government ministers God’s justice. The church is to expose evil; the state is 
to restrain evil. The church is to carry out the Great Commission; it’s the state that 
makes it possible for us to carry out the Great Commission in liberty and in peace. The 
church is international in her work; the state is national. Now I love America, but I want 
to tell you this: that Jesus did not come to earth to set up the United States government. 
He came to set up a Kingdom that will never pass away. And we’ve got to look beyond 
any political solution in Washington. And our Lord said, “Beware of the leaven of the 
Pharisees”; “Beware of the leaven of the Sadducees”; “Beware of the leaven of Herod.” 
The church is not the master of the state; the church is not the servant of the state. We 
are the conscience of the state. We’re to preach the Word of God. We don’t belong to 
the Democrats. We don’t belong to the Republicans. We don’t belong to the 
Independents. We belong to our sovereign King, Jesus. And we’ll find a candidate, and 
we’ll vote. We may win; we may not. But when we vote, we’re not going to vote for 
party, or personality, or pocketbook; we’re going to vote for principle, and they’re going 
to be the principles of God’s Word. 

And so we must present Christ how? What is our worldview? We present Christ in 
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purity without leaven: without the leaven of the Pharisees, which is legalism; without the 
leaven of the Sadducees, which is liberalism; and without the leaven of Herod, which is 
licentiousness. 

II. Presenting the Lord in His Integrity: Without Honey
Now, here’s something else: Not only must we present Christ in purity, but we must 
present Christ with integrity; not only with no leaven, but also with no honey. Now, what 
does honey speak of? Honey speaks of external and excessive sweetness. And this 
offering was to be made without honey. 

You know, we face some real serious issues today. And we have some people who 
want to take all of these serious issues and just ladle a little honey over them. They get 
the idea that we have sort of a saccharine gospel: it’s a gospel that’s all love and no 
judgment. We’re just going around with spoonfuls of honey for everybody, and we’re 
supposed to be loved by everybody. We’re not supposed to be irritable, and we’re just 
supposed to tell everybody that God is love. That’s the honey gospel. 

Well now, God is love. God is infinite love. God is inexpressible love. God is 
undeniable love. God is measureless love. But God is more than love. God is also a 
God of justice and a God of wrath. The fact that God is love is truth, but it’s only part of 
the truth. And when you take part of the truth and try to make part of the truth all of the 
truth, that part of the truth becomes an untruth. We’re not to preach a loveless Christ; 
we’re not to preach a Christ-less love. We are to preach without leaven and without 
honey. We’re not to go around saying, “Peace, peace,” when there is no peace. We’re 
not trying to make the gospel more palatable. A little sugar to make the medicine go 
down: that’s going to ruin our churches. 

We’re getting something in America called user-friendly evangelism. And I believe 
we ought to be friendly to those who come to hear the gospel of Jesus Christ, but it 
seems like the people in the pew are the ones that are dictating the message. God did 
not call the pastor to fill the pew; He called him to fill the pulpit. We’ve got too much 
honey being preached today. We’re to present the Lord Jesus Christ without leaven and 
without honey. What has happened today is so many churches have become country 
clubs with steeples on the top; and rather than a sheepfold, they become a zoo, where 
everybody gets in and nobody gets out. We are to present the Lord Jesus Christ: not a 
saccharine Christ, not a candy Christ, not a honey gospel, not confectionary 
convictions. 

Do you know what we’re moving toward in even so-called evangelical Christianity? 
Universalism: the idea that everybody’s going to heaven. You’d be surprised how many 
Americans today think they’re going to heaven and have never been born again, and 
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how many in the churches would agree with them. As a matter of fact, you don’t hear 
much about hell anymore. I’m convinced if we had more hell in the pulpit, we’d have less 
in the community. I’ll tell you this: I’m convinced that if the Supreme Court of the United 
States of America could vote on it, they would outlaw hell as cruel and unusual 
punishment. They’d say, “God can’t do that. That’s un-American.” And so we are 
pouring honey over problems, trying to sweeten things up. But Jesus is to be presented 
without leaven and without honey. That’s what Leviticus chapter 2, verses 11 through 
13 tell us. 

III. Presenting Christ in His Vitality: With Salt
But then the Scripture goes on to say that, “no offering unto the Lord shall be made 
without salt” (Leviticus 2:13). We are to present Christ in purity. We are to present Christ 
with integrity. And we’re to present Christ with vitality, because salt speaks of the saving 
life of Jesus; it speaks of the vitality of our faith. 

Now Jesus not only spoke of leaven, but He spoke of salt. Jesus told us to beware 
of leaven, but notice what else Jesus said, in Matthew 5, verse 13. Jesus said, “Ye are 
the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is 
thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under the foot of 
men” (Matthew 5:13). To understand what Jesus was saying, it would be helpful to 
understand the importance of salt in Jesus’ day. Pure salt was very rare and extremely 
valuable in Jesus’ day. In some societies, it was more valuable than gold. As a matter of 
fact, some workmen and soldiers would be paid with salt. Have you ever heard the 
expression, “That man’s not worth his salt”? That’s where that comes from. Our very 
word salary comes from the word salt. Salt was a very valuable thing. It was a medium 
of exchange. And we are to be to this world very valuable. And what does salt do? Salt 
prevents decay and rottenness. And that’s how we’re to approach the world in which we 
live. 

Think of leaven, and honey, and salt. We’re not to be presenting Christ with leaven, 
so as to puff up this world. We’re not to be presenting Christ with honey, so as to 
sweeten up this world. We are to be presenting the Lord Jesus with salt: not to puff it 
up, or sweeten it up, but to salt it down, because it’s in a terrible condition. 

Let me mention to you some things that salt will do, and why, as we have a Christian 
worldview, we must present the Lord Jesus with salt. 

A. Salt Preserves and Decontaminates
One thing that salt does: It decontaminates; it preserves. When Jesus said, “You’re

the salt of the earth” (Matthew 5:13), He was talking to fishermen. They didn’t have ice 
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to pack fish in. They didn’t have refrigeration. When they would catch their fish, they 
would salt them down, because the salt would prevent decay and corruption. America is 
corrupting before our eyes, and the reason is a lack of salt. “Oh,” you say, “we have 
salt.” Yes, but do you know what kind of salt we have? We have salt that is good for 
nothing. Jesus said, “If the salt loses its saltiness, it’s good for nothing” (Matthew 5:13). 
The salt there in Judea, that salt would lie there; it would bake in the sun. The water 
would come down—the rain—and bleach the chemicals out. The bite would come out of 
the salt, but the poisonous chemicals would reside there in that salt. That salt could not 
be used to put on food. It had lost its tang. It had lost its bite. It had lost its saltiness. 
And it had become noxious and poisonous. What could you do with that kind of salt? If 
you would take that kind of salt and cast it in the field, it would kill the crops. If you were 
to throw it in a steam, it would poison the water source. So you know what they did with 
that kind of salt? They would put it on the roads, because it would attract moisture, and 
it would harden, and it would mix with the soil—kind of like a soil cement. It would make 
the roads firmer and stronger. So they would take that salt that had lost its saltiness. It 
was good for nothing but to be cast out and to be trodden under the feet of men. That is 
salt that’s lost its zest; it’s lost its flavor. 

Do you want me to tell you why the church of the Lord God is being walked on 
today? We’ve lost our saltiness! We have preached Christ with leaven, and we have 
preached Christ with honey. It’s about time we started preaching Christ with salt. Don’t 
you think so? I mean, that’s the reason we’re being walked on. We’ve become the 
whipping boys of this generation. Now salt prevents decay. And America definitely 
needs the preserving salt of the Lord Jesus. Look around us. The cesspools of iniquity 
are full and running over. Love has been forsaken for lust. Satan is being magnified as a 
saint, and man is being magnified above his Maker. And sodomy has gone from a sin to 
a sickness to a socially accepted practice. I say it’s time for the salt to work! The only 
hope in America is more salt. The problem is not with Hollywood. It’s not with the 
pornographers. It’s not with the liquor dealers. It’s not with the politicians. It’s not even 
with the theological liberals or legalists. The problem is with salt-less saints. Jesus said, 
“Ye are the salt of the earth” (Matthew 5:13). 

B. Salt Seasons and Activates
But not only does salt preserve and decontaminate, but salt seasons; it activates.

Salt causes flavor to burst out. Joyce served me today a lunch; and Joyce is an 
excellent cook, but our beans needed more salt today. I’m just going to tell you that. 
When I got the salt and put the salt on it, it was better. Job chapter 6 and verse 6 says, 
“Can that which is unsavoury be eaten without salt? or is there any taste in the white of 
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an egg?” (Job 6:6). They asked a little boy to give a definition of salt, and he said, “Salt 
is what tastes bad when you don’t have it.” 

Do you know what we need as Christians? We need a zest. We need a flavor, a 
tang. So many of us are living salt-less—that is, flavorless—lives. Most of the people 
that you’ll go to work with tomorrow are not all that interested in going to heaven or 
hell. They want to know how to hack it on Monday. They want to know, “Does your life 
have any zest in it? Does your life have any flavor to it?” The problem with many of us is 
that our testimonies are without salt; they are flat. Jesus talked about the blind leading 
the blind. The problem with many of us is it’s the bland leading the bland, because we 
don’t have any salt. The Apostle Paul knew this. He said, in Colossians chapter 4 and 
verse 6, “Let your speech be…seasoned with salt” (Colossians 4:6). Do you know why 
you have boring teachers? Because the teacher is bored! Do you know why there are 
boring preachers? Because the preacher is bored! Do you know why the world pays no 
attention to the church? Because the church is bored! We have a wonderful gospel, but 
we’re to present Christ with much salt. It’s time for the salt to work. 

C. Salt Medicates and Heals
But not only does salt decontaminate, and not only does salt flavor, but salt

medicates and salt heals. Do you remember in the Old Testament when Elisha came to 
a spring that was poison? Second Kings chapter 2, verses 19 and 20: “And the men of 
the city said unto Elisha, Behold, I pray thee, the situation of this city is pleasant, as my 
lord seeth: but the water is naught,”—that is, “the water is no good”—“and the ground 
barren. And he said, Bring me a new cruse, and put salt therein. And they brought it to 
him” (2 Kings 19–20). And Elisha put salt in that spring, and the waters were healed. 
Salty saints will turn barrenness and bitterness into blessedness. The gospel of Jesus 
Christ will heal broken hearts, and broken hopes, and broken homes. We need the 
antiseptic of the gospel to heal and bind up wounds. Ours is a hurting world, and salt 
not only preserves; it heals. 

D. Salt Irritates
I’ll tell you what else salt does: salt irritates. Have you ever gotten salt in a wound? It

burns. Mark 9, verse 49: “For every one shall be salted with fire, and every sacrifice 
shall be salted with salt” (Mark 9:49). And when we take the pure, loving gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ and present it with salt rather than honey, it will sting. We’re not 
always going to be popular. So many people today want the non-irritating kind of 
Christianity. They’d rather have the honey than the salt. But I’ve come to this conviction: 
If there is no offense, there is no effect. We need to quit trying to please everybody. I 
don’t mean that we need to be obnoxious. But we ought to be bold. We ought to say, 
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“Thus saith the Lord.” We ought to stop trying to win popularity contests. You say, “Well, 
we might lose some folks.” We might! But sometimes, we can’t reach the goal for 
stumbling over our own players. 

E. Salt Penetrates
I’ll tell you what else salt does: salt penetrates. You could take a pinch of salt and

put that salt in a jug of water, and it will permeate that entire jug of water. You see, 
there’s a lot of salt in America—and some good salt—but the problem is that we’ve not 
allowed the salt to do its work, because we’ve kept the salt in the saltcellar. Our houses 
are like great big salt warehouses—our churches. We spend too much time salting the 
salt. You don’t put the fish in one barrel and the salt in another. You say, “Well, pastor, 
we have just such a wonderful fellowship.” You know what I think some of our 
fellowships are? Sacred societies for snubbing sinners. We need to get out in this 
community and bring people to Jesus Christ. Jesus said, “You’re the salt of the earth” 
(Matthew 5:13). He didn’t say, “You’re the salt of the church.” Salt penetrates. 

F. Salt Dissipates If It Is Kept and Guarded
But salt, if it is not kept and guarded, it will dissipate, and that’s the reason that we

as a group of people, as evangelical Christians; that’s the reason that we today are not 
respected as we ought to be respected. I want to call you as a church to help me as a 
pastor to present the Lord Jesus Christ to this community and to this world without 
leaven, and without honey, and with much salt. It’s time for the salt to work! I’m 
convinced that when our message is bloated with leaven, and dripping with honey, 
rather than supercharged with salt, it has no effect. 

Conclusion 
Now we stand right now, as a denomination, in a very wonderful place. God has been 
good to Southern Baptists. We’ve been through a revolution, a renaissance. God has 
been good to this church. God has gathered us together and given us many assets. 
There’s a world out there that needs the gospel of Christ. And we’re going to present 
Him. We’re going to present Him in purity, and integrity, and in vitality. Amen? 
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Don’t Play with Fire 
By Adrian Rogers 

Sermon Date:  August 30, 1998   
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Introduction 
eviticus chapter 9—I want you to begin reading with me in verse 22. It talks about 
the time when Aaron, who is a type of the Lord Jesus Christ, as the Old Testament 

high priest, was anointed, sanctified, consecrated, set apart for the service of the Lord, 
and the blessing that was concomitant with that. In verse 22, the Bible says, “And Aaron 
lifted up his hand toward the people, and blessed them, and came down from offering of 
the sin offering, and the burnt offering, and peace offerings. And Moses and Aaron went 
into the tabernacle of the congregation, and came out, and blessed the people: and the 
glory of the LORD appeared unto all the people. And there came a fire out from before 
the LORD, and consumed upon the altar the burnt offering and the fat: which when all 
the people saw, they shouted, and fell on their faces” (Leviticus 9:22–24). Now, 
continuing on to chapter 10, verse 1: “And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took 
either of them his censer,”—a censer’s what you hold fire and incense with—“and put 
fire therein, and put incense thereon, and offered strange fire before the LORD, which 
he commanded them not. And there went out fire from the LORD, and devoured them, 
and they died before the LORD” (Leviticus 10:1–2). 

Now I want you to notice the fire that’s mentioned here: holy fire, coming down to 
consume the sacrifice; strange fire, when Abihu and Nadab took it upon themselves to 
offer false worship to Almighty God; and judgment fire that fell upon them. Therefore, 
I’ve called this message on worship “Don’t Play with Fire.” Fire is a symbol—is God’s 
glory, God’s power, and God’s majesty. 

Now when Aaron and Moses offered a burnt offering to the Lord, and fire came 
down from heaven, as we read in the last part of chapter 9, and consumed that 
sacrifice, it means the God was well pleased with the sacrifice. Now, let me say this: 

L 
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that God demands a sacrifice for sin. Now the liberals and the modernists don’t like that. 
They don’t like the idea of a blood sacrifice; they don’t like the idea of the death of 
Christ. They think that God is too good, too nice, too gentle, or too something to require 
that. But, friend, if the fire does not fall on the sacrifice, the fire will fall on us. If you don’t 
have Jesus Christ as your sacrificial Lamb, the fire that consumes the sacrifice will 
consume you, if you do not have a place for that fire to fall. 

Now God had given a plan, a very careful plan, as to how He was to be worshiped. 
And He was to be worshiped with fire that came from the altar. They were not to use 
other fire, but only fire that came from the brazen altar. And that fire on the brazen altar 
had been ignited by God Himself. And in this Old Testament scenario, if a person were 
to offer to God fire that did not come from the brazen altar—that is, the fire of God—it 
would be a crime worthy of death. Don’t think that worship is something that you create 
and that you have a right to worship God any way that you may please. God requires, 
and God also reveals, and God also regulates worship. 

Now you’re in chapter 9 and 10, but just go back to chapter 8. Let me show you 
something. As I said, in my study, I just went through chapter 8, and I just underlined a 
little phrase that deals with God commanding. Now, in chapter 8, God is commanding 
how they are to worship. I’m just going to run down these very quickly. If you’ll look, for 
example, in verse 13: “And Moses brought Aaron’s sons, and put coats upon them, and 
girded them with girdles, and put bonnets upon them;”—now, watch this—“as the LORD 
commanded Moses” (Leviticus 8:13). Then go down to verse 17: “But the bullock, and 
his hide, his flesh, and his dung, he burnt with fire”—“outside,” or—“without the 
camp;”—now, notice the phrase; there’s a refrain here—“as the LORD commanded 
Moses” (Leviticus 8:17). Look in verse 21—and it begins with, “And he washed the 
inwards and the legs” (Leviticus 8:21), and so forth. Skip down to the last part of verse 
21: “as the LORD commanded Moses” (Leviticus 8:21). Then skip over to verse 29—the 
last part of that verse—again, it says, “As the LORD commanded Moses” (Leviticus 
8:29). Then go over to verse 34—look at this: “As he hath done this day, so the LORD 
hath commanded to do, to make an atonement for you” (Leviticus 8:34). And then, look 
in the last part of verse 35: “keep the charge of the LORD, that ye die not: for so I am 
commanded” (Leviticus 8:35). Look, if you will, in verse 36—the last part of verse 36: 
“which the LORD commanded by the hand of Moses” (Leviticus 8:36). 

Now I went through all of that just simply to show you that God, with no 
equivocation, not a stutter, gave a clear, definite plan of worship. God clearly 
delineated—God clearly commanded—how worship was to be. Now to change God’s 
worship, therefore, would be a crime worthy of death. As a matter of fact, in this eighth 
chapter, He warns them, “Don’t do it any other way, because if you do, you’ll die.” Now 
God is not vengeful. God was not petulant—God was not casual—when Abihu and 
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Nadab died for offering strange fire upon the altar. 
Now what had happened was this. Aaron pictures the Lord Jesus Christ. The Old 

Testament priest—Aaron, the high priest—is a picture of the Lord Jesus Christ, our High 
Priest, who intercedes for us. And Aaron now is being consecrated. Look, if you will 
again, in chapter 8 and verse 1: “And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Take Aaron 
and his sons with him, and the garments, and the anointing oil, and a bullock for the sin 
offering, and two rams, and a basket of unleavened bread” (Leviticus 8:1–2). I’m going 
to fast-forward to verse 12: “And he poured of the anointing oil upon Aaron’s head, and 
anointed him, to sanctify him” (Leviticus 8:12). That is, the pouring of oil is the 
christening, or the Christ-ing, of Aaron. Aaron was the appointed, the anointed, priest in 
that day. He is a picture; he represents the Lord Jesus Christ to the Church on that day. 

Now I want you to go over to chapter 9, and don’t check out on me now; just stay 
with me for a moment. This is going to be brief, but you need to see it. Chapter 9, verse 
1—they did everything that God commanded in this eighth chapter, and it says, “And it 
came to pass on the eighth day, that Moses called Aaron and his sons, and the elders 
of Israel” (Leviticus 9:1). Now, why the eighth day? Well, eight, in the Bible, is the 
number of new beginnings: it typifies resurrection. That is, through this blood sacrifice, 
through this anointed high priest, there is going to be a brand new day. And so, on the 
eighth day, Moses calls Aaron, and Moses and Aaron offer a sacrifice for the sins of the 
people. And then, go down to verse 24 of the ninth chapter: “And there came a fire out 
from before the LORD, and consumed upon the altar the burnt offering and the fat: 
which when all the people saw, they shouted, and fell on their faces” (Leviticus 9:24). 
Now I’m just trying to give you the background of all of this, because you’re going to 
say, “Why did God strike Aaron’s two sons Nadab and Abihu dead for offering fire? After 
all, they were only worshiping. After all, they were just sincerely worshiping God.” Well, I 
don’t know how sincere they were, but I know that they committed a crime that was 
worthy of death. 

Now, look, if you will, in chapter 10, verses 1, again, of this chapter: “And Nadab and 
Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them his censer”—that is, “his incense holder”— 
“and put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and offered strange fire before the 
LORD” (Leviticus 10:1). Now the word strange here is the Hebrew word zuwr, and it 
was used to speak, in the Bible, of a harlot, for example. She’s called a “strange 
woman.” The same word would be used there. This word zuwr, it was used in the 
Psalms of “a strange god,” “a false god,” that was alien to the plan of God. God had not 
told these boys to take that strange fire—fire that they received from some other place 
other than the altar. They initiated this themselves. And the worship that God does not 
initiate, God does not appreciate; God does not accept. So they burned incense before 
the Lord. But I remind you again, in chapter 8, they had been clearly warned again and 
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again and again that there is a proper place for worship and a proper way to worship—
or else they would die. 

Now what had happened is this: that Aaron has been glorified; Aaron has been 
magnified. God has spoken from heaven. Fire has fallen from heaven. And there the 
people fall on their face before God, and they worshiped through Aaron, the high priest. 
Evidently, these two boys, when they saw all of the praise and the adulation and the 
respect that was given to Aaron, thought, perhaps, they would get in on that, and so 
they offer strange fire unto the Lord. And God, with holy indignation, consumes them 
with judgment fire. 

Now I want to say three things about worship tonight. They’ll be very easy to 
understand, and they’ve spoken to my own heart in the light of all of these scriptures. 
What constitutes true worship? 

I. True Worship Must Have the Right Mandate
Number one: True worship must have the right mandate. That is, it must come from 
God. God initiates true worship. Every so often, we see a sign like this: “Attend the 
church of your choice.” Well, I’m grateful that people say that, but, you know, I don’t 
mean to be smart aleck about it; but, friend, that’s not the way to settle it. You don’t 
attend the church of your choice; you attend the church of God’s choice. Now I’m not 
playing with words. I mean, somehow we think that God is an equal opportunity 
employer and that you just choose what you want. Or, I hear people say, “Well, you 
know, I’m looking for a religion that suits me.” Well, no. I mean, folks, you’d better find 
out what God says, if God has spoken. And God has spoken. And your worship had 
better have the proper mandate, because Jesus said we’re to “worship…in spirit and in 
truth” (John 4:24). 

Now the people of this world say that all religions are basically alike and only 
superficially different. They’ve got it 180 degrees backward. Christianity may be 
superficially like other religions, but intrinsically it is completely different. You’ve got to 
have the right mandate. You must worship God His way, the Bible way, or you’re 
worshiping a way that leads to spiritual death. Now that doesn’t mean that God is going 
to strike you physically dead as He did Abihu and Nadab, because God does these 
things for examples, to teach us spiritual lessons. 

II. True Worship Must Have the Right Motive
Number two: Not only must true worship have the right mandate; it must have the right 
motive. I believe that these men worshiped the Lord with the wrong motive. They were 
presumptuous, and presumption is always rooted in pride: “I want to do it my way.” Most 
likely they were envious of the glory that came to Aaron. And, you know, you can 
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worship with the wrong motive, and God does not accept that worship. Jesus spoke of 
people who gave to be seen of men; Jesus spoke of those who prayed to be seen of 
men (Matthew 6:1; Matthew 6:5; Matthew 23:5), and they were worshiping with the 
wrong motive. You see, so many times people do things for their own glory. 

Deanna sang here tonight. I love that young lady. She is beautiful, and she’s got a 
beautiful spirit. I’ve talked with her and prayed with her. And as I heard her sing tonight, 
my spirit was moved. I was blessed. I felt the Lord. I didn’t feel that she was up here 
saying, “Look at me. Listen to my voice. See what a good singer I am.” No, she wasn’t 
doing that to be seen of men. Of course, men see her. Of course, women see her. 
When we give, there’s nothing wrong with giving in public. You know, Jesus, in the 
Temple, when the people gave, walked up and down. He saw what they gave. You 
don’t have to hide what you do. When we pray, there’s nothing wrong with praying in 
public. Our Lord taught us to pray, “Our Father which art in heaven” (Matthew 6:9; Luke 
11:2), not “my Father”—“our Father.” There’s a corporateness to prayer, public prayers 
and private prayers: nothing wrong with that. But God forbid that we worship to be seen 
of men, with the wrong motive! 

The worst thing that can be said about any choir number is not that it was sung off-
pitch, or out of tune, or with the wrong timing. The worst thing that could be said about it 
is it’s sung to the wrong audience. It’s to be sung to the Lord, or about the Lord. And our 
worship must come from our hearts. God says, “I will not share my glory with another” 
(Isaiah 42:8). Now, don’t get the idea when I say that, that worship has to be spooky. 
Some people say, “You know, pastor, I just want to worship.” That’s fine. The Bible 
says, “Be still, and know that I am God” (Psalm 46:10). But if you’ll read this same 
chapter there, at the end of chapter 9, when the fire of the Lord fell, the people 
“shouted, and fell on their faces” (Leviticus 9:24), and praised God. 

David, bringing the ark back into Jerusalem, was leaping and dancing and praising 
God. And all of the Bible is full of ceremony and festival and joy. And you come before 
the Lord with joy and into His presence with singing. Don’t get the idea that, in order to 
worship, you must be quiet. Don’t get the idea that, in order to worship, you must be 
loud. In order to worship, you must be real; you must be genuine. There’s a time for fun. 
There’s a time for joy. There’s a time for happiness. There’s a time for ceremony. 
There’s a time for pageantry. There’s a time for shouting. There’s a time for weeping. 
There’s a time for laughing. There’s a time for bowing. There’s a time for standing. 
There’s a time for jumping. But all of it has to be done as unto the Lord. It has to be real. 
God, keep us from this phony baloney that some people call worship! 

III. True Worship Must Have the Right Method
Now worship must have the right mandate. Worship must have the right motive. And 
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worship—and here’s the key to it all—must have the right method—the right method. 
You see, they were to take fire from the altar. Now if they took fire from some other 
place other than the altar, that meant they were bypassing the blood, because it was 
there on the altar that the blood was shed and the sacrificial animal was consumed. 
What happened is, this is a do-it-yourself religion. They’re kindling their own fire, not fire 
from the brazen altar. You see, I want to tell you again, the reason that the fire fell on 
these boys is that they did not allow the fire to fall on God’s sacrifice. And the fire of 
God’s judgment, if it doesn’t fall upon Jesus, will fall upon you, if you have no sacrifice. 

Now this false worship goes all the way back to the history of civilization, where 
people are worshiping with a bloodless religion. Now we divide religions up in the 
world—all kinds of religions. We say there is Buddhism, and Confucianism, and 
Muhammadism, and Rheumatism, and all of these different religions, and Christianity, 
and we just divide them up. Then we take Christianity, and we divide Christianity. 
There’s Baptists, and Methodists, and Presbyterian, Episcopalian, Church of God, 
Church of Christ, and so forth—subdivisions of Christianity. But, friend, there are really 
only two religions: the true and the false. That’s it: the true and the false. And the 
difference between the true and the false is the blood—the blood—of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

There were two boys, Cain and Abel—you read about them way back there in 
Genesis. And they were going to worship the Lord back in Genesis 4, and the Bible 
says that Abel “brought of the firstlings of his flock” (Genesis 4:4). He brought a little 
lamb and sacrificed that lamb—a spotless little lamb. And then the Bible says that Cain 
offered the fruit of the ground (Genesis 4:3). Cain was a farmer; Abel, a shepherd. And 
Cain took the fruit of the ground. It must have been beautiful. I tell you, if I had to look at 
something, I’d much rather look at the fruit of the ground than a slain animal. I mean, I 
can imagine it must have looked like a county fair: most beautiful flowers, succulent 
fruit, the ripest grain. There it was, but it all represented the works of Cain’s hands. And 
the Bible says, in the Book of Hebrews, that Abel “by faith…offered…a more excellent 
sacrifice” (Hebrews 11:4). 

And, you know, faith comes by hearing the Word of God (Romans 10:17). And God 
had given the lesson by the shed blood in order to cover Adam and Eve with coats of 
skin. The message of the blood was there. Hebrews 9:22 says, “Without [the] shedding 
of blood is no remission [of sin].” And the Bible says God had respect to Abel’s offering; 
He didn’t have to Cain’s offering (Genesis 4:5). Two brothers, two sacrifices, two 
religions: the true and the false. The Book of Jude—chapter 1, verse 11, I believe—the 
Bible speaks of apostates, and it says, “Woe unto them! for [they’ve] gone…the way of 
Cain” (Jude 1:11). 
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Conclusion 
You see, religion—worship—it must have the right mandate: it must be commanded of 
God. It must have the right motive: to give glory to God. That incense is to rise to God 
so He can smell it. And it must have, friend—it must have—the right method: it must be 
on the basis of the shed blood of Jesus Christ. And the next time you come to pray, 
don’t come in the image of your flesh. Don’t come to be seen of men. Don’t worry about 
how you feel emotionally. How you feel emotionally doesn’t have a whole lot to do with 
it. You just take in one hand the blood of Jesus, and take in the other hand the incense 
of His worth, put them together in the censer of your heart, and let the incense rise to 
heaven. And I’ll tell you, God will be pleased with that kind of worship. 

Now the fire fell on Nadab and Abihu and consumed them, because they had no 
blood sacrifice. And I want to tell you, friend, your sin will be pardoned in Christ, or it 
will be punished in hell. If the fire does not fall upon Jesus on your behalf, that fire will 
surely, surely fall upon you. And so, God, teach us tonight, and teach us all of the days 
of our lives, not to play with fire. 

I’m reading a lot today about some things that some people are calling revival. Some 
of the weirdest, strangest things I’ve ever heard of are happening: people are crawling 
on the floor; people are barking like animals; people are laughing hysterically, 
uncontrollably. Now I’m not here to try to tell a person how he or she must act, but 
there’s a part of some of the things that I’m reading about that I believe, not only is not 
pleasing to God; I believe it’s ungodly. 

Make certain, friend, that you don’t settle for false fire. Make even more certain that 
you don’t offer strange fire. And pray to God that you’ll have Holy Ghost fire. I want the 
fire of God to be on my life. I want that anointing fire. And I would like to present my 
body to the Lord as a living sacrifice, that God’s fire might consume me. Let it be none 
of Adrian but all of Jesus. Isn’t that what you want? 
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Introduction 
I want to take an Old Testament text with a New Testament blessing in it. In Leviticus 
chapter 17, verse 11, the Bible says, “For the life of the flesh is in the blood: and I have 
given it to you upon the altar to make an atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that 
maketh an atonement for the soul”—“the life of the flesh is in the blood…it is the blood 
that maketh an atonement for the soul.” (Leviticus 17:11) You know, there are three 
elements in the theology of the strong church. There are three elements in the spiritual 
backbone of a real Christian. And these three elements are these: the book, the blood, 
and the blessed hope. When you’re looking for a church when you leave here…—and, 
by the way, it’s awfully hard to preach the sermon tonight, because the Wises are here 
for the last time, and they’re going to be going away, and it breaks my heart. I just don’t 
think I’m going to preach I’m just so upset. No, some of you would cheer if I’d say that. 
I’m just so sad they’re going. But I tell you, as Kay and John go, I want them to look for 
a church that will preach the book, and the blood, and the blessed hope. 

Now, if they’re preaching these things, and honoring these things, they are pretty 
close to being true to Jesus and having a passion for souls. We need to preach about 
the blood of Jesus. You know, to some people it’s a gory thing to talk about the blood of 
Jesus. They say, “The blood! The blood! How vulgar! How unaesthetic! How gory!” Well, 
friend, to me it’s not a gory story; it’s a glory story. The Apostle Paul said, “God forbid 
that I should glory, save in the cross of [Christ our Lord].” (Galatians 6:14) It is the 
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precious blood of Jesus Christ that gives us something to glory in. And if you are not 
saved tonight, if you’re not a Christian, please listen well; for God Almighty, who loved 
your soul, has put Calvary, with its blood-stained cross, and its blood-drenched slopes, 
as a blockade to keep you out of hell. And would you listen tonight as we think, dear 
friend, about the precious blood of Jesus? 

I. The Promise of the Blood
I have a very simple outline. I want you to see, first of all, the promise of the blood. For 
way back in the Old Testament, in eternity past, God was giving to the Israelites, His 
chosen people, to the Jews, a promise that one day a Messiah would come, and that 
Messiah would die upon the cross. From the book of Genesis to the book of Revelation 
there is a scarlet thread that runs through the Bible. There is a highway of blood. If you 
take the Bible and cut it any place, it will bleed: it will bleed with the blood of Jesus. And 
there’s the story of the promised blood of the Lord Jesus. 

Do you know the Bible tells us that Christ was slain before the foundation of the 
world? (Revelation 13:8) That is, before God created the world, in the mind of God 
Calvary was an accomplished fact: that Jesus was slain before the foundation of the 
world. Some people would say we preach an old gospel when we preach about the 
blood. They think we need a new and a modern gospel for a new and a modern age. 
Friend, it’s older than they realize. It’s older than the earth. Before the foundation of the 
world the Lord Jesus Christ was slain. 

And then, as we come on down through the pages of history, we see how God is 
getting His people ready for the coming Messiah who would die upon the cross. 
Remember that story there back in the dawn of human history when God created Adam 
and then God decided He would make Eve? Somebody said that God was the first 
electronic engineer, when He made the first loudspeaker from a spare part, when He 
made Eve from Adam’s side. And, you know, God performed that first surgical 
operation, and He opened up the side of Adam, and He brought out a rib, and from that 
rib he fashioned a woman. 

And, incidentally, did you know Sir James Simpson, who was the man who 
synthesized chloroform, that people might not suffer in agony, and bite on a bullet when 
they were being operated on, Sir James Simpson got his inspiration for chloroform from 
reading the Word of God? He said, “The first surgical operation was performed by God 
Almighty. He ought to know how to do it.” And Simpson read, this great and brilliant 
scientist, how God caused a deep sleep to come upon Adam, and he said, “That’s the 
way it ought to be done.” And that’s the way this thing called chloroform came into 
being. 
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But, you see, God made this woman, and, oh, she was beautiful! She was ravishing! 
The Bible doesn’t say much about it, but I imagine there must have been a wonderful 
courtship between Adam and Eve before they got married. I imagine that Adam courted 
Eve in the morning when the dew was like diamonds upon the roses; and I imagine that 
Adam courted Eve in the noontime by the banks of that beautiful crystal clear river that 
ran through paradise; and I imagine that Adam courted Eve in the evening time when 
the moon, that evening moon, snuggled to the bosom of night like a gardenia, and he 
courted her and made love to her, and told her how much he loved her, and finally she 
consented to be his wife, and God Almighty performed the first wedding ceremony there 
in the Garden of Eden. God made them one flesh there. 

And, oh, how happy they were! They walked in fellowship with God, and they walked 
in fellowship with one another. And everything they saw reminded them of God their 
Creator. When they saw a flower, they said, “That flower is God’s thoughts in blossom.” 
When they saw a river, they said, “The river is God’s thought in motion.” When they saw 
a mountain, they said, “That mountain is God’s thoughts piled up.” They loved the Lord. 
They praised God. 

But one day the serpent crawled his slimy, corroding path into the pages of history. 
He lied to Eve. He lied to Adam. They disobeyed God. They fell into sin. And Adam and 
Eve fell into darkness and sin like a snowflake falling upon rubbish, and sin entered into 
the world. And death by sin, and sorrow and pain, and groan and moan and woe, and 
all of these things came into the earth because of this thing called sin. 

But then you remember the story that God Almighty took an innocent animal, and He 
filleted the skin from that animal, He shed the blood of that animal, and then God came 
to Adam and Eve, who, incidentally, were dressed in fig leaves. They sewed fig leaves 
together to cover their nakedness, and they were in the garden hiding from God. At first, 
I think, they were proud of their fig leaves. Adam looked at Eve and said, “Eve, why, 
you’re stunning in those fig leaves!” And she said to him, “Adam, you’re so handsome! 
And green is your color.” And they were having a wonderful time there until God came 
walking in the midst of the garden, and Adam said, “I don’t think I feel so good”; and Eve 
said, “me either”; and they went to hide from the presence of God. 

Man feels pretty good in his own robes of self-righteousness, sewn together and 
fashioned together by his nimble fingers; but those things are not going to stand in the 
sight of a righteous God. And when God came, they hid themselves from the presence 
of the Lord. And God knew that it was sin now that had broken the wonderful pristine 
fellowship that they had there in the Garden of Eden. And God made for them coats of 
skin; but God did it by the shedding of blood, for the Bible says, “Without the shedding 
of blood is no remission of sin.” (Hebrews 9:22) 
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We come on down through the pages of the Bible, and we come to Genesis chapter 
4, and we find that God has given to Adam and Eve two sons. The name of one is Cain. 
The other is Abel. It’s time for them to make a sacrifice. And the Bible says that Abel 
took a little lamb, the firstlings of the flock, a precious lamb, and he sacrificed that lamb, 
and he poured out the blood as an offering, as an appeasement to Almighty God. And 
the Bible said that God had respect unto the offering of Abel. But then Cain made an 
offering to the Lord, and the Bible says that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground; of 
the works of his hands he made an offering. He made an offering not of blood, but of 
vegetables, of the fruit of the ground. It was beautiful. I tell you, it must have looked like 
a country fair. It wasn’t gory like the sacrifice that Abel offered. What a beautiful 
wonderful thing! And everybody who would have come along would have said, “My, how 
aesthetic, how beautiful, how luscious, how gorgeous is this fruit!” The Bible said God 
had respect towards Abel’s offering, and not towards Cain’s offering. (Genesis 4:1–5) 
For the Bible teaches, dear friend, without the shedding of blood is no remission of sin. 

We come on down to Genesis chapter 8—we find that the way that men had lived 
was a stench in the nostrils of God, and God said, “I’m going to destroy the world with a 
flood,” and he saved Noah, the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness (2 Peter 
2:5); and Noah came through that flood, and Noah knew that that ark was a picture the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who would one day shed His blood upon the cross. And the Bible 
tells us, in Genesis chapter 8, verse 20, that Noah offered a sacrifice, a blood sacrifice, 
to the Lord. (Genesis 8:20) 

After two thousand years, there was still blood redemption that was necessary. The 
need is the same in the new dispensation after the ark. There’s still the need for blood. 
We come on down through the corridors of time, and we read in Genesis 22 where God 
told Abraham, “Abraham, take your only son, and offer him up on Mount Mariah for a 
burnt offering, for a burnt sacrifice.” And Abraham, in faith, takes that precious boy, his 
only begotten son, who was a type a picture of the Lord Jesus Christ, and Abraham 
takes the wood, which is a type, a picture, of the cross, and Abraham and Isaac—Isaac, 
picturing the Lord Jesus Christ—go up there on the mountaintop on Mount Moriah 
together to offer the sacrifice. And you remember, when Abraham was about to plunge 
that gleaming knife into the beating bosom of his only son, that the Angel of God said, 
“Abraham, stay your hand. God will provide a sacrifice.” You will remember that there 
was a ram caught in the thicket. Do you know what he was caught with? A crown of 
thorns—that’s what he was caught with. There was a ram caught in the thicket, wearing 
a crown of thorns, his very horns entangled in those briars. And that ram was slain, and 
the blood was spilled. (Genesis 22:1–18) 

All the way through the Bible we see there is a trickle of blood, blood, blood, for the 
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Bible said it is the blood that makes an atonement for your soul, and without the 
shedding of blood is no remission of sin. Then we come on down to the book of Exodus 
chapter 12, and we find that the Hebrews are slaves in the land of Goshen, in the land 
of Egypt; and God calls Moses, and God says, “Moses, I want you to lead my people 
out.” Moses was scared to death. He said, “I can’t.” God said, “Now you’re ready, when 
you finally realized you can’t.” (Exodus 3; 4:1–23) You see, Moses spent the first forty 
years of his life as a prince. He spent the next forty years of his life as a pauper. And he 
spent the last forty years of his life as a prophet. The first forty years, he spent learning 
to be somebody. The next forty years, he spent learning to be nobody. And the last forty 
years, he spent learning what God could do with somebody who’d learned the first two 
lessons. 

Moses learned that he was nothing, and then God said, “Now, Moses, I can lead 
you. I can use you.” And so God took Moses to lead these people out of the land of 
bondage into the land of promise. But God said, “Now, Moses, before they come out on 
that night, I want you to take the blood of a lamb, every family a lamb for a household. 
They are to slay the lamb, they’re to take the blood, and they’re to take hyssop, and 
they’re to put the blood on the doorpost of the house and on the lentil of the house.” And 
then He said, “And when I see the blood, I will pass over you.” (Exodus 12) 

Now in your imagination tonight, can you imagine someone saying, “Well, that’s not 
quite aesthetic enough for me; I believe I’ll write some poetry and put it up on the 
doorpost”? Do you think it would have sufficed? Or perhaps somebody said, “Well, I 
don’t like the color of blood; so I’ll take rubies and diamonds and emeralds, and I’ll 
overlay the doorpost with those things.” Do you think that would have sufficed? I tell 
you, nay. The death angel visits every home where there’s no blood; for God said, 
“When I see the blood, I will pass over you.” 

Perhaps somebody says, “Well, I don’t want to kill my lamb. After all, it’s the lamb 
that counts. I’ll just put a live little lamb out there, a spotless live lamb.” You know, there 
are a lot of people who think they’re saved by the life of Christ. “Oh,” they say, “I want to 
live as Jesus lived.” Well, friend, living as Jesus lived won’t save you. It’s not the life of 
Christ that saves you; it is the death of Christ that saves you. Salvation does not come 
by learning lessons from the life of Christ, but by receiving life from the death of Christ. 
And it was when Christ was crucified, it was when Christ was slain, and when that blood 
was applied to the doorpost of the house, that God’s death angel said, “Then I will pass 
over you.” 

And then, the Hebrews now have the tabernacle. They are out in the wilderness, and 
God gives them some strange instructions for a day that they call the Day of Atonement. 
It comes once a year. The high priest gets a little lamb. He puts his hands on it, and he 
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prays upon it the sins of the people; and then he takes his sacrificial knife and he cuts 
the jugular vein of that lamb, and the blood is poured out in a bowl. And then, that high 
priest takes the blood, and he goes behind that thick curtain in that part of the 
tabernacle which is called the Holy of Holies, the inner sanctum, the place where God 
dwelt in His Shekinah glory, and he goes back there with the blood. Do you know how 
long he stayed back there? Three hours. Have you ever wondered why there was 
darkness upon the face of the earth for three hours when Jesus was crucified? This is 
why. This Old Testament priest stayed behind that veil for three hours—three hours. 
And the people waited, and finally, after he’d come back and offered this blood as an 
atonement for their sins, as a temporary putting away of sin until Jesus Christ could 
come and die on the cross, he came out. And do you know what he said when he came 
out, Brother Ernie? He said, “It is finished.” That’s what he said. Every time he came 
out, he said, “It is finished.” For hundreds and hundreds and hundreds of years, these 
Jews had heard this word when the high priest came out of the holy place after offering 
the blood: “It is finished.” 

What do you think they thought when they heard Jesus bow His head and say, “It is 
finished”? You see this word, “It is finished,” tetelestai, literally, actually, means, “It is 
paid.” This word was found written on tax receipts. It is the same equivalent to our 
English “paid in full”—“paid in full.” Jesus, on the cross, bows His head. He’s made an 
atonement for our sin, and He says, “Tetelestai; it is paid in full; it is finished.” But all of 
these things, dear friend, all of these shadows, all of these types, all of these figures, 
are pointing to God’s Lamb. 

One day, there’s ol’ John the Baptist: man, what a preacher! Brother, I tell you, 
somebody said that he ate honey, but he didn’t preach it! Man, he was God’s man! 
Girls, do you know what he had to eat? Grasshoppers—that’s what he ate. 
“Grasshopper salad,” Dr. Lee says. He had it every day. He just loved grasshoppers 
and honey. He was God’s man out there. He had a rock for a pulpit. He had a babbling 
brook for a choir. And he preached. He preached repentance. He was saying, “There’s 
coming one after me whose shoes I’m not worthy to unloose.” (Mark 1:7; Luke 3:16; 
John 1:27) Finally that day when Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee unto John to be 
baptized, John the Baptist’s heart beat within him: the Holy Spirit of God said to John, 
“John, that’s the One! That’s the Messiah!” And do know what John said, with the tears 
swelling on his cheeks? He said, “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of 
the world”—“Behold”—“look at Him”—“the Lamb of God.” (John 1:29) 

Think of all of the thousands, yea, millions of lambs that had been sacrificed on 
smoking Jewish altars. All of these were their lambs. They had to buy the lamb. They 
had to provide the lamb. But now here’s God’s Lamb, without spot, without blemish. Do 
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you know the Day of Atonement was on the fourteenth of the month of Nisan, which 
corresponds to our month of April? This is the day that this lamb was slain. And, you 
know, the priest would go out on the eleventh day, and he would select a lamb out of 
the flock. He would go out into the yard and find this lamb. This lamb had to be without 
spot, without blemish. He had to be a male. And he had to be young. This is why Christ 
died at the age of thirty-three: He had to be in His prime. And he selected this lamb, and 
then they penned it up, and they watched it for three days. Now you understand why the 
ministry of Christ was for three years: so that Jesus might be watched, so that there 
might be no suspicion of sin, that everybody would know that this is God’s Lamb, and 
Jesus could say, “Which of you convinceth me of sin?” (John 8:46) There was no sin in 
Him. 

And then they took the Lord Jesus Christ, you know, and put Him upon Calvary’s 
tree. We say sometimes, He spilt His blood; but, friend, it was not spilt; it was poured 
out. Jesus said, “No man taketh my life from me: I lay it down of myself.” (John 10:18) 
You see, He said, “I could call twelve legions of angels, if necessary.” Do you know how 
many twelve legions of angels are? Seventy-two thousand angels. Now what would 
seventy-two thousand angels do if I read in the Bible where one angel slew 185,000 
men in one day? What would seventy-two thousand angels do? Jesus is there on the 
cross, and they are saying, “Come down from the cross, and we’ll believe you” 
(Matthew 27:42; Mark 15:32); “He saved others; himself he cannot save.” (Matthew 
27:42; Mark 15:31) Friend, it was not Himself He could not save; it was Himself He 
would not save. 

Do you know the man Jesus refused to save? Himself. There’s a sermon title for you 
preachers: “The Man Jesus Refused to Save.” There was one that He refused to save. 
He saved others, but He refused to come down from the cross. He could have, but He 
did not. For this purpose Christ came into the world. He did not die a martyr. He was 
held to that cross not necessarily by nails, though they were there; but He was held to 
that cross by the golden bonds of love. I’m saying, dear friend, that this blood 
atonement was in the mind, the bosom, of God before the foundations of the world were 
laid. And as you study the Bible, you find the scarlet thread that runs all the way through 
God’s wonderful book: the promise of the blood. 

II. The Power of the Blood
Now I want you to notice with me the power of the blood. You know, we sing a song, 
“There’s power, power, wonder-working power, in the precious blood of the Lamb.” You 
know, the Bible says, in 1 Corinthians 1:18, “For the preaching of the cross is to them 
that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.” It’s the 
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dynamite of God, the dynamos of God: “There’s power, power, wonder-working power, 
in the precious blood of the Lamb.” 

A. It Redeems
What kind of power? Well, in the first place, there’s redeeming power. First Peter

1:18–19 says we are “not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold…but with 
the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.” (1 Peter 
1:18–19) It redeems us. We’re in sin’s prison house. We’re slaves to Satan. We’ve sold 
ourselves as slaves to Satan. And the blood of Jesus Christ redeems us and brings us 
nigh. Are you tired of being Satan’s slave? Would you like to be taken off the auction 
block by the Lord Jesus? Jesus bids for your soul, and He bids with His own precious 
blood. What does the blood do? It redeems. 

B. It Brings Us Nigh
What else does the blood do when it redeems? It brings us nigh. Listen to this

verse—Ephesians chapter 2, verse 13. The Bible says, “But now in Christ Jesus ye who 
sometimes were far off are made nigh”—or “near”—“by the blood of Christ.” (Ephesians 
2:13)—“You who are sometimes far off are made nigh”—or “near”—“by the blood of 
Christ.” 

You see, a lady was in the funeral home weeping. She’d lived a sinful life, and she 
had a deep need for comfort in her life. She looked at the pastor with an anguished 
face, and she said, “Pastor, why is God so far away?” And he said, with a sympathetic 
smile, “My dear lady, it is not God that’s far away from you; you’re far away from God.” 
Sin has separated us from a holy God. 

When I think of that, I think of a husband and wife who were driving along in the 
automobile, and she looked over at him—she’s sitting by this door, and he by that 
door—and she said, “You know, when we first got married, do you remember how close 
we used to sit together when we sat in the car?” He, driving the car, said, “I haven’t 
moved.” 

You see, God is there. God is in His position of holiness. God is in His position of 
righteousness. And God and man were in perfect fellowship there in the Garden of 
Eden until sin drove a wedge between God and man, before sin eroded a chasm 
between God and man. But when the blood redeems, then the blood draws nigh. Listen 
to that text again: “But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made 
nigh by the blood of Christ.” 
     C. It Makes Peace
And then, the next thing the blood does: it redeems; it brings us near; and it makes
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peace. Colossians 1:20: “And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by 
him to reconcile all things unto himself…” God made peace through the blood of His 
cross. 

A lady lay dying. Her minister said,” Madam, have you made peace with God?” She 
said, “No, I haven’t.” And he said, “Don’t you think it’s time you made peace with God? 
She said, “No, I don’t.” He said, “Madam, don’t you know you’re going to die?” She said, 
“Yes, I do.” “Why don’t you want to make peace with God?” She said, “Because it’s 
already been made at the cross; and I’m resting in that.” I think that’s a good answer. 
Christ has made this peace. He made it by His own blood. 

You see, dear friend, you may not say that you have anything against God, or that 
God has anything against you, but the Bible teaches there’s an enmity between God 
and man. There’s warfare. The Bible says we are alienated from God (Ephesians 4:18; 
Colossians 1:21)—that is, we’re enemies by nature from the fold of God—and peace 
needs to be made; and the only thing that can make peace between a righteous and a 
holy God and sinful man is the blood of Jesus. You see, God’s not going to just overlook 
your sin. If God overlooked your sin, He wouldn’t be God; He wouldn’t be holy. God 
would be sinful if He overlooked your sin. When a guilty man is acquitted, the judge is 
condemned. If God let sin get by, God Himself becomes guilty of sin. And God doesn’t 
let sin get by. God punishes sin. And when God punished His own Son, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, through that, peace was made between God and man, and we who are far off 
were made nigh. 

D. It Cleanses
Then again, what does the blood of Jesus do? Not only does it redeem; not only

does it make us close,; not only does it bring peace; but it cleanses. You know that text 
1 John 1:7, don’t you? “The blood of Jesus Christ [God’s] son cleanseth us from all sin.” 
From how much? “From all sin.” There’s no sin that the blood of Jesus cannot cleanse. 

Several years ago, I heard a minister talk about his wife’s beautiful dress that she 
bought, and she loved it so much, and she spent, perhaps, just a little bit more money 
than she should have spent for it, but she felt that she ought to have at least one dress 
like that. She spent a little bit much for it, but she loved it, and it was so pretty, and it did 
so much to enhance her beauty that she had already. But then one day at the dinner 
table, that thing happens that happens many times to the clothes we like the best: the 
dish spilt and fell on that dress. Brother Carlton told me, he said he looks good in 
everything he eats. And I think this happens to a lot of us when we go to the dinner 
table. We just spill something, you know? 

And it was spilled upon this lovely dress, and she was like some of you ladies are: 
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she was just sick at heart. They said, “Well, we’ll take it to the dry cleaner.” First, she 
tried the spot removers and so forth, and they just seemed to make it worse. And they 
took it from one drycleaner to another, and they all said, “We don’t think we can do 
anything with it.” Finally, one person said, “I believe I can help you: leave it here.” And 
he worked on it; and then they came back, and the drycleaner said, “How do you like 
it?” She said, “Well, it looks pretty good. I can still see where the spot is.” And he said, 
“Yes, that was the best I could do; but,” he said, “no one else will notice it, because for 
all practical purposes, it’s gone.” She said, “Well, thank you.” She paid him; but, you 
know, she never ever again enjoyed wearing that dress, because while nobody else 
knew the spot was there, she did. 

You know, dear friend, aren’t you glad that the blood of Jesus Christ completely 
cleanses? You know, there are some people that like to just kind of cover up their sin. 
They like to get their sin excused. But when Jesus cleanses you, my friend, with His 
blood—get this: it will put a hallelujah in your soul—when Jesus cleanses you, He puts 
you back like it never happened—like it never happened. God says, “Their iniquity will I 
remember against them no more.” (Jeremiah 31:34) You say, “Lord, remember that time 
I lost my temper?” God says, “When was that? Nope, can’t remember that.” Isn’t that 
great? “Their iniquities will I remember against them no more.” “As far as the east is 
from the west,”—bless God—“so far hath he removed our transgressions from us.” 
(Psalm 103:12) This is the power of the blood. 

E. It Gives Power over Satan
And I want to mention another power of the blood. It gives power over Satan. Now I

don’t know whether you believe in the devil or not; but I do, because I have to do 
business with him every day. I tell these people when they get saved, if you never met 
the devil, it  ’s because you and the devil are going in the same direction. You turn 
around and try and live for God, and I  ’ll guarantee you  ’ll meet him head on. Amen? 
That’s right. And just because you get saved and get baptized, the devil’s not going to 
roll over, put all fours in the air, and play dead. He is not. “We wrestle not against flesh 
and blood, but against principalities, [and] powers, [and] spiritual wickedness in high 
places.” (Ephesians 6:12) 

And how are we going to overcome Satan? Well, the Bible gives us the divine 
recipe. Revelation 12:11: “And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb”—“they 
overcame him by the blood of the Lamb.” You know, Charles Haddon Spurgeon said, “I 
used to argue with the devil, but,” he said, “I quit it. He’s not worth it.” We cannot 
convince and we cannot convert the devil. Did you know that? You can’t convert him. 
You need to stop arguing with him, and you need to rebuke him in the name of Jesus 
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and in the power of the blood. 
We’re having a lot of people today, I believe, who are demon-possessed, because 

they’re fooling around with astrology, extrasensory perception, necromancy, spiritism, 
fortune-telling, Ouija boards, all of these things. Some of them are doing it in ignorance. 
But unclean spirits are coming into these people, and some of them are being 
oppressed, and some possessed with unclean, devilish, demonic spirits. And they had 
better learn and learn well the power of the blood of Jesus, because Satan is only going 
to yield to that power. 

You remember when Jesus Christ was preparing for the cross, Jesus said, “Now is 
the prince of this world cast out”? (John 12:31) It was at the cross that the power of 
Satan was broken. “They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb.” 

Mr. Spurgeon said sometimes the devil came to him, and he said, “You’re no saint.” 
Spurgeon said, “I answered, ‘Well, what am I, then?’ ‘Oh,’ he said, ‘you’re a sinner.’ 
‘Well, so are you’” Spurgeon says to the devil. “’Oh,’ saith he, ‘you will be lost.’ ‘No,’ say 
I, ‘that is why I shall not be lost: since Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, 
and therefore I trust Him to save me.’” 

Martin Luther called that cutting off the devil’s head with his own sword. Oh, listen, 
friend. You just say Christ died for your sins. Put your sins under the blood. Don’t you let 
the devil torment you! “What God has called clean, let no man”—or demon—“call 
unclean.” (Acts 10:15) “Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God’s elect?” (Romans 
8:33) There’s power in the blood of Jesus. 

III. The Preciousness of the Blood
Well, let me just speak for just a moment not only about the promise of the blood, and 
the power the blood, but I want to say it is also precious blood. Let me speak of the 
preciousness of the blood. What is your attitude towards the blood? You know, some 
people hate the blood. The devil hates it. If the devil had his way, I sure wouldn’t be 
preaching this message tonight. Do you remember when Jesus was getting ready to go 
to the cross, and He told this, and Simon Peter, who some people say was the first 
pope, came up and took Jesus by the lapels, and he said, “Be it far from thee, Lord: this 
shall not [happen to] you”? (Matthew 16:22) And do you remember what Jesus said to 
him? Jesus looked at Simon Peter, and He said, “Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art 
an offence unto me: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be 
of men.” (Matthew 16:23) 

Now I want you to learn a lesson here. Let’s just get a lesson inside the lesson. Who 
was Jesus speaking to? Jesus was not speaking to Simon Peter. Simon Peter was not 
Satan. Jesus was speaking to the devil, who put that idea in Simon Peter’s mind. And 
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we could learn a real lesson. When I was a kid, I used to love to start fights between two 
boys, and stand off and watch it. I really did. That was one of the hardest things I had to 
get saved from, really. I loved to fight. And if I couldn’t fight, I loved to watch it. That’s 
wicked, isn’t it? That’s the way I was. Honest confession is good for the soul. 

But, you know, this is what the devil does. The devil loves to get two believers in a 
fight, and then he stands off and laughs. He loves to have flesh and blood wrestling with 
flesh and blood. And right there the devil wanted Jesus and Simon Peter in an 
argument. But Jesus was smarter. Jesus knew we don’t wrestle against flesh and blood. 
(Ephesians 6:12) Jesus looked beyond Simon Peter to the one who inspired Simon 
Peter, and Jesus said, “Get the behind me, Satan.” And we’d do a lot better, rather than 
getting mad at our friends who hurt our feelings, if we prayed against the devil and 
resisted him when these things come up. I mean, if we could really look by. It’s not your 
neighbor’s cantankerous spirit; it’s the devil you’d better pray against. Let me say 
something else. Don’t and let the sun go down upon your wrath and give place to the 
devil (Ephesians 4:26–27). You go to bed with a mulish spirit, and the devil’s got egress 
and ingress into your soul, because he’s got a little place right in there. And when he 
gets in, he’s going to do all kinds of mischief. 

Well, let me come back to the proposition. The devil hates the blood. The devil hates 
the blood. “Jesus, you’re not going to the cross.” That was satanic. There are two things 
the devil hates. Number one is the law of God: “Ye shall not surely die.” (Genesis 3:4) 
Number two is the blood of Jesus: “You’ll not go to the cross.” He always hates those 
things. But I tell you, friend, there is punishment for sin, and there’s pardon for sin; and 
the devil doesn’t want you to believe either one. He hates the blood of Christ. The devil 
hates it. Other people scoff it. 

Do you know the Bible mentions—I used this text this morning, Hebrews 10:29—
about those who count the blood of the covenant wherewith they were sanctified an 
unholy thing? They made fun of the blood of Jesus Christ. They trampled under their 
feet the blood of Christ. Dear member, when we were talking about the blood upon the 
doorposts, remember there was blood upon the lentil, there was blood upon the 
doorposts, but there was no blood upon the threshold. The blood of Jesus is not to be 
walked upon. It’s to go out under, not to go out over. And there are some people who 
trample beneath their feet the blood of Jesus. Mary Baker Eddy said, “The blood of 
Jesus Christ was no more efficacious to cleanse from sin when it was shed on the 
accursed tree then when it flowed through His veins.” And I say, blasphemous! 
Blasphemous! 

Friend, there are those who scoff at the blood. There are those that hate the blood. 
There are modernistic preachers today who call what we preach a slaughterhouse 
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religion. But I warn you, God Almighty has said, “Without the shedding of blood there is 
no remission of sin.” (Hebrews 9:22) Oh, there are those who hate it; there are those 
who scoff it; and there are those to whom it is foolish: “The preaching of the cross is to 
them that perish foolishness.” (1 Corinthians 1:18) They laugh. Well, you can laugh your 
way into hell, but once you’re there, you can’t laugh your way out. You can laugh, if you 
want. You can scoff. A man asked me today, “What’s this salvation bit that you’re talking 
about? What’s this salvation bit?” Well, friend, the preaching of the cross is to those that 
perish foolishness; unto us who are saved it is the power of God. (1 Corinthians 1:18) 

Other people ignore the blood. They don’t just fight it; they ignore it. 
Can you imagine Pharaoh’s son coming to him the night of the Passover and saying, 

“Dad, do you know what Moses is saying? Moses is going up and down the streets of all 
of Egypt and telling the people they’d better get a lamb and put the blood of that lamb 
upon the doorposts. If they don’t do it, the firstborn of every family’s going to die. And 
say, Dad, come to think of it, I’m your firstborn son. If you don’t mind, Dad, I’d like for us 
to go out and get a lamb tonight and put it on the doorposts.” Can you imagine ol’ 
Pharaoh saying, “Now, son, listen. We’ve got the best priests money can buy. And 
we’ve had our religion: it’s been ours in Egypt for thousands of years. And besides that, 
you’re going to sleep in a well-guarded room tonight. Don’t you get worried about that 
blood of the lamb stuff that that fanatic Moses is preaching about. I don’t want you going 
down to that church and hearing Moses preach anymore about the blood of the lamb 
and getting you all upset.” 

We have parents who tell their children just about that same thing here in Merritt 
Island: “I don’t want you going down there to that Adrian Rogers’ church and having him 
tell you that you’ve got come to Jesus and get saved.” “You’re upsetting my boy.” 
“You’re upsetting my girl.” “We have our own religion. We have been vegetarians for a 
long time, and we don’t need anybody telling us. What we have is fine enough. We don’t 
need the blood.” But, you know, that night when the death angel came, there was a 
flash, a shriek, a gasp; and Pharaoh’s son laid dead—because without shedding of 
blood is no remission of sin. 

Conclusion 
To some it’s hated. To some it scoffed. To some it’s ignored. To those of us who are 
saved, it is precious, amen? 
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Introduction 
eviticus chapter 23—I begin reading in verse 1: “And the LORD spake unto Moses, 
saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, Concerning the feasts 

of the LORD, which ye shall proclaim to be holy convocations, even these are my 
feasts. Six days shall work be done: but the seventh day is the sabbath of rest, an holy 
convocation; ye shall do no work therein: it is the sabbath of the LORD in all your 
dwellings. These are the feasts of the LORD, even holy convocations, which ye shall 
proclaim in their seasons” (Leviticus 23:1–4). 

Now I want to say I’m glad that God has described and typified His work as a feast, 
because the devil wants you to think that, when you become a Christian, somehow you 
cease to have joy, and that being saved is like taking bad medicine in order to get well: 
you don’t like the way it tastes, but you choke it down anyway. But I want to tell you 
something, friend: that there is a joy in the Lord—“joy unspeakable and full of glory” (1 
Peter 1:8). Salvation is typified as a feast. So what we’re going to do is just read the 
menu to you a little bit and let you smell the aroma of the spiritual food. And I hope that 
on your own time you will go back and feast with the Lord Jesus Christ in these feasts of 
Jehovah—these feasts of the Lord—the gospel banquet that God has provided for us. 

L 
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I. The First Feast: Salvation
Now the very first feast is what the Bible calls the Feast of Passover. Look, if you will, in 
verses 4 and 5: “These are the feasts of the LORD, even holy convocations, which ye 
shall proclaim in their seasons. In the fourteenth day of the first month at even is the 
LORD’s Passover” (Leviticus 23:4–5). Now if you know anything about the Feast of 
Passover, that speaks of the salvation that we have in the Lord Jesus; that speaks of 
redemption that we have in the Lord Jesus. When the Jews were in the land of 
bondage, that land of Egypt, God said, “I’m going to bring you out of the land of Egypt; 
I’m going to bring you out of bondage.” And the way that God would say that He would 
bring them out of bondage was by the blood of the Passover lamb. 

Now, just put your bookmark in Leviticus 23 and turn to Exodus 12, and you’ll see 
what Passover and the Feast of Passover commemorates. Exodus chapter 12—the 
Jews were slaves in the land of Egypt, and God said that, the night they were to be 
delivered, there would be a lamb slain—a lamb without spot and without blemish—and 
the blood of that lamb was to be put upon the doorpost of that house (Exodus 12:5–7). 
And that night God was going to send His death angel through the land of Egypt; and if 
the death angel didn’t see the blood upon the doorpost of that house, the death angel 
would enter into that house and slay the firstborn of every family. But if there was blood 
upon the doorpost of that house, God said, “When I see the blood, I will pass over you” 
(Exodus 12:13)—hence the name Passover. 

A. We See the Perfection of Jesus
Now, let’s think about that lamb. And look with me, if you will, in Exodus chapter 12,

verses 5 and 6: “Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year: ye shall 
take it out from the sheep, or from the goats: and ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth 
day of the same month: and the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it 
in the evening” (Exodus 12:5–6). Now this speaks of the Lord Jesus in His perfection—
the perfection of the Lord Jesus, a Lamb without spot and without blemish—because 
that speaks of the sinless life of Jesus, God’s Lamb. 

B. We See the Crucifixion of Jesus
And then look in verse 6, if you will: “And ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth day

of the same month: and the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it in 
the evening” (Leviticus 12:6). Not only do we see there in verses 5 and 6 His perfection, 
but in verse 6 we see His crucifixion. That prefigures, that typifies, the fact that one day 
Jesus, God’s Lamb, would die for our sins. 
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C. We See the Appropriation of the Lord Jesus
But not only His perfection and His crucifixion; we also see His appropriation—the

appropriation—of the Lord Jesus. Verse 7: “And they shall take of the blood, and strike 
it on the two side posts and on the upper door post of the houses, wherein they shall eat 
it” (Exodus 12:7). Outwardly, they were to put the blood upon the doorposts of the 
house—a public open, unashamed testimony: we belong to Jesus. Inwardly, they were 
to consume the lamb: not only does Christ protect us, but Christ literally dwells in us. 
When we appropriate the Lord Jesus Christ into our hearts and into our lives, we have 
fed upon the Lamb. He gives us strength for the journey, because, not only does Jesus 
pardon my sins, but Jesus comes into me, and lives in me, strengthens me. That’s all 
the picture there of the Feast of the Passover; and they were to keep repeating this 
Feast of the Passover day after day. 

I preached on this some time ago, and I had you do a little sanctified imagination 
with me. But can you imagine that night in the land of Egypt a Hebrew family, and that 
Hebrew family is getting ready to keep the Passover, and there’s a son in that family 
who is the firstborn, so he’s very interested in all of this. And he says to his dad, “Now, 
Dad, we’ve got to get it right now. Dad, be sure they get a lamb, and be sure it’s without 
spot and without blemish. And, Dad, be sure that we kill it just like the Bible says. And, 
Dad, be sure that we put the blood on the doorpost of the house, because, after all, 
Dad, I’m the firstborn. I want to make sure we do this right.” And so, suppose the father 
does that, and right next door to him is another little Hebrew boy. We’ll call this one 
Isaac, and we’ll call this one Abraham. And so, Ike says, “Dad, have you done it right?” 
And his dad says, “Yes, I have.” And Abe says, “Dad, have you done it right?” And he 
says, “Yes, I have, son.” And then the sun starts to set. It’s time for the death angel to 
come. Here are two boys, and both of them, their homes protected by the blood. 

Ike says, “Dad, you know, it’s getting pretty close to nighttime, and maybe midnight’s 
when the death angel’s coming. Dad, let’s go back and look at the blood again and see 
if it’s right where it ought to be.” “It’s there, son.” “Dad, don’t you think we ought to pray 
through the night?” “Well, son, we put the blood on the door just like Moses said, just 
like God said.” “Well, I know it, Dad, but, Dad, would you pray with me?” “Yes, son, I’ll 
pray with you.” “Dad, let’s sing some hymns.” “All right, son, we’ll sing some hymns.” 
“Dad, I just don’t believe I can go to sleep tonight. The death angel’s coming.” All night 
long he walks up and down; he worries, he whines, he cries; he looks at the blood, 
checks it three, four, five times; finally, the sun rises. He’s still alive. He says, “Well, 
hallelujah! That’s wonderful! Thank God for the blood!” Well, you were saved. He was 
saved. 

Here’s another boy over here—Abe. He said, “Dad, did you put the blood on the 
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door?” “Yes, son.” “Did you do it like Moses said?” “Yes, son, I did.” “Well, Dad, I guess 
we might as well go to bed. Let’s have our goodnight prayers, and let’s go to sleep. 
Love you, Dad! Boy, isn’t God wonderful? There’s power in the blood. Goodnight, Dad.” 
And he goes to sleep, sleeps all night. He wakes up in the morning. The sun rises. He 
says, “A good night’s rest!” He greets the Lord. “What a wonderful, beautiful day it is!” 

Now I want to ask you a question. Which one of those boys was the safest? Well, 
they were both just as safe, if the blood was on the doorpost. Isn’t that right? But one 
enjoyed it a whole lot more than another one, didn’t he? Now, listen, folks. Listen to me. 
There are some of you who are saved, but you’re going to heaven second-class. I 
mean, you’re not resting the Lord. Now, what was the difference? Well, somebody—I 
don’t know who first said this, but I think it’s a tremendous thought: “The blood makes 
us safe, but the Word makes us sure.” Isn’t that beautiful? Do you know, if you’re sins 
are under the blood, you’re safe? But how wonderful it is also just simply to rest in the 
Word of the Lord! God said it. He cannot lie. 

And, by the way, let’s imagine there’s a third boy in the land of Egypt; let’s imagine 
that’s Pharaoh’s son. Pharaoh’s son comes to Pharaoh, and he says, “Hey, Dad, I’ve 
been hearing about these Jewish boys, and the blood of the lamb, and all that business. 
And, Dad, you know, a lot of things Moses has said have come to pass, and now Moses 
says that the death angel’s coming through the land of Egypt. Dad, don’t you think we’d 
better get us one of those lambs? Don’t you think we’d better put some blood upon the 
doorposts of our house?” And I can hear old Pharaoh as he says, “Son, we’ve got the 
best priests in all of Egypt, and we’re the most religious people on the face of this earth. 
We’ve got the most beautiful temples. And, son, listen. Your daddy is the mightiest man 
in all of Egypt. And you go to bed, son, and don’t you worry about a thing. And forget 
that blood of the lamb stuff.” That night, that son died. 

I want to tell you, friend, there is a feast that we ought to keep continually in our 
hearts, and it is the Feast of Passover. We ought to be able to praise God, that we can 
just take the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, and apply that blood to the doorposts of our 
hearts, and know that we’re saved. 

Just a few minutes ago, I had the joy of getting on my knees and praying with a man 
who had been for years seeking peace with God; and yet in a moment of faith, that 
man, just on his knees, said, “Dear God, you said you’d save me if I trust you. I don’t 
look for feeling. I don’t ask you to give me any vision or anything. I take you at your 
Word. And, right now, like a poor, lost sinner, I just open my heart and invite you, Lord 
Jesus, into my heart to save me.” And I saw God work the same miracle in that man’s 
heart that is typified here in the Feast of the Passover. And “the blood of Jesus Christ 
[God’s] Son [cleanses] from all sin” (1 John 1:7). 
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II. The Second Feast: Separation
Now, that’s the first feast—and I hope you’ve feasted with the Lord Jesus in this matter 
of salvation. And then the second feast deals with the matter of separation. Go back, if 
you will, to Leviticus chapter 23, and look in verse 6. Here’s the second feast: “And on 
the fifteenth day of the same month is the feast of unleavened bread unto the LORD: 
seven days ye must eat unleavened bread” (Leviticus 23:6). Now, that’s the second 
feast. The first feast deals with salvation. The second feast deals with separation, 
because leaven, in the Bible, is a symbol of sin—it always is. And whenever you see 
leaven mentioned, you know that somehow it is an emblem of sin. And so they were to 
feast now upon unleavened bread. It pictures our fellowship with the Lord Jesus, as 
we’re separated from the world and separated unto Him. He is that unleavened bread 
upon which we feed; but we are to keep that feast without leaven. 

Now the Jews today, when they go and have the Passover feast, this unleavened 
bread is wrapped into the Passover feast. And an orthodox family, they make much of 
getting the leaven out of their house. As a matter of fact, the entire house is searched 
for leaven. Many people believe that’s where we get our idea of spring cleaning, 
because, you see, Passover will come fairly soon, and the orthodox Jewish families will 
go through the house and will take out anything that has leavening in it—leaven being, 
of course, yeast, anything that ferments. In an orthodox house, in a Jewish house, they 
would scrub the cupboards. They would scrub the walls. They would scrub the floors. 
They would scour all of the utensils to make certain that there was no leaven in the 
house. 

And then they have a little game. After the house has been perfectly cleaned all 
over, the children would take a little bit of leaven and hide it in a corner of the house, 
and then the dad would come in. This was to teach the children a lesson; it was just a 
way of teaching them a great spiritual truth. The dad would be given a spoon—and it 
was a wooden spoon—and a little brush and a candle; and he goes with that brush, and 
that candle, and that wooden spoon, all over the house to look for that leaven that the 
children have hidden. It’s just like playing hide-and-seek. When he gets closer, they say, 
“You’re getting warmer.” And when he gets further away, they say, “You’re getting 
colder.” And he has to go all over that house. That candle, I believe, represents the Holy 
Spirit, who reveals to us our sins, and illumines the sin in our heart and in our life. And, 
finally, the little game is over when the father finds that leaven, and he takes that leaven 
and puts it in a napkin. He takes it with a spoon, puts it in the napkin, folds it up, takes it 
out of the house where it is burned, and then he makes this pronouncement. He says, 
“All kinds of leaven that are in my possession which I have not observed or removed 
shall be null and counted as the dust of the earth,” as those pieces of leaven are 
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burned. 
Would to God we could be as careful in searching our own hearts—in our own lives! 

You know, I’ve done that, I guess, day after day, for many, many years now—just going 
through my heart and my life, saying, “Lord, is there a little leaven in this corner? In that 
corner? In this crack? In that utensil?” You see, leaven is an emblem of sin, and what 
God is saying is that, not only must we have salvation in Christ; there must be this 
separation that comes from sin and any form of ungodliness. Has there been an honest 
search in your heart? 

While you’re here, just keep your finger in Leviticus 23, and turn to 1 Corinthians 
chapter 5 for a moment. Read with me verses 7 and 8: “Purge out therefore the old 
leaven,”—now the word “purge out” means, “clean out,” just like that father would go 
through that house—“that ye may be a new lump,”—he’s talking here about a lump of 
dough—“as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us:”—you 
see very clearly, Christ is our Passover; and if Christ is our Passover, then we’re to 
keep that feast of unleavened bread—“let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither 
with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of sincerity 
and truth” (1 Corinthians 5:7–8). Now, friend, is there malice in your heart? You can’t 
feast with the Lord if there’s malice in your heart. When a person is saved, he must turn 
from all sin. I didn’t say, some sin—all sin. Now I didn’t say you’re sinlessly perfect, but 
there must be in your heart and in your life a repentance from all sin. Purge it out! You 
see, a little leaven will leaven the whole lump. 

III. The Second Feast: Sanctification and Resurrection
Now, let’s go back to Leviticus chapter 23 and look at the third feast, beginning, if you 
will, in verse 9: “And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto the children of 
Israel, and say unto them, When ye be come into the land which I give unto you, and 
shall reap the harvest thereof, then ye shall bring a sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest 
unto the priest: and he shall wave the sheaf before the LORD, to be accepted for you: 
on the morrow after the sabbath the priest shall wave it. And ye shall offer that day 
when ye wave the sheaf and the lamb without blemish of the first year for a burnt 
offering unto the LORD. And the meat offering thereof shall be two tenth deals of fine 
flour mingled with oil, an offering made by fire unto the LORD for a sweet savour: and 
the drink offering thereof shall be of wine, the fourth part of an hin” (Leviticus 23:9–13). 
All right now, this speaks of the Feast of Firstfruits, which speaks of our sanctification, or 
our being set aside of the Lord. Now it speaks also of resurrection. I don’t want to 
confuse you right here, but let me say that it speaks of our sanctification, and it speaks 
of Jesus’ resurrection both at the same time. 
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Let me tell you how the Feast of the Firstfruits works. At the feast time, it was just 
when the harvest was coming in and just getting ripe, and the farmer would go out into 
the field, and he would get a sheaf of wheat or whatever the harvest was, and he would 
bring that sheaf of wheat back to the priest and give it to the priest. And the priest would 
lift that sheaf of wheat up like this, and then he would wave it like this—it’s called a 
wave offering, and it was a wave offering of the firstfruits. He waved it from side to side. 
What it indicated is that what is here, and what is out there—it all belongs to the Lord. 
And so he would wave this sheaf over the harvest. That was called the firstfruits, 
because that’s the very first fruit that got ripe. 

Now, what does that have to do with us? Well, look, if you will, in 1 Corinthians 
chapter 15, in verse 20, for a moment: “But now is Christ risen from the dead, and 
become the firstfruits of them that slept” (1 Corinthians 15:20). Now, what does that 
mean? It means that He’s the first of God’s harvest. You remember Jesus said in the 
Book of John, “Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but 
if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit” (John 12:24). You see, Christ is that grain of wheat. 
He fell in the ground, and He died. But God revived Him, resurrected Him. He came 
forth out of the ground. He is that stalk of wheat; and as He is, so we will be. 

Here is the pattern. When that priest held up that one stalk of wheat—actually, it was 
several stalks of wheat, because there was more than just one stalk in a wave 
offering—and if you will remember that, when Jesus Christ came out of the grave, if you 
read there in Matthew chapter 27, there were other saints that arose after His 
resurrection (Matthew 27:52–53), because God wants the picture to be perfect. And 
God raised a handful of saints right after the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Some people 
don’t remember that, but it’s right there in the Scripture. Now what that was: that handful 
of wheat, spiritual wheat, was presented to God; and when we see what God did so 
long ago—2,000 years ago—we know that the same God that raised up the Lord Jesus 
is going to raise us up. You see, He’s the firstfruits of those that sleep. He is the pattern 
for the harvest. 

Now the point of the matter is, however, that we already have a resurrection life in 
the Lord Jesus. When that priest waved that grain like that, it meant all the harvest 
belongs to God. And so what it means when Christ is my firstfruits: it means, just as 
Christ has that resurrection life with the Father, I now belong to God; I am in Christ. And 
the whole harvest—I’m a part of the harvest, you’re a part of the harvest—it all belongs 
to God. We are sanctified to Him. And, friend, I want to tell you, in Jewish law, not a 
sickle could move in the harvest until first of all the firstfruits had been presented. Now 
what he’s saying is, until we are in Christ, there can be no harvest. 
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IV. The Fourth Feast: The Spirit-Filled Life
Look at the next feast. I want you to see the order of these feasts is so beautiful: 
salvation, separation, sanctification; now, the Spirit-filled life. Look, if you will now, in 
Leviticus chapter 23 and verse 15: “And ye shall count unto you from the morrow after 
the sabbath, from the day that ye brought the sheaf of the wave offering; seven 
sabbaths shall be complete:”—all right, what’s seven times seven? Forty-nine. What’s 
the next day? Fiftieth. All right now, look, if you will, in verse 16—“even unto the morrow 
after the seventh sabbath shall ye number fifty days; and ye shall offer a new meat 
offering unto the LORD. Ye shall bring out of your habitations two wave loaves of two 
tenth deals; they shall be of fine flour; they shall be baken with leaven; they are the 
firstfruits unto the LORD” (Leviticus 23:15–16). 

Now, what was this feast? Fifty days after the Feast of Firstfruits, what is this feast? 
It’s Pentecost. You see, after the resurrection of Jesus Christ, fifty days after the 
resurrection of Christ—remember Christ is the firstfruits, His resurrection—fifty days 
after that was the Day of Pentecost. That’s when the Holy Spirit descended upon that 
church, and that was the birthday of the Church. That’s when the Holy Spirit came and 
made us all one Body, one loaf. That’s the reason now he’s not speaking of grains, but 
he’s speaking of loaves now, because they have been merged together; they have been 
put together. Why two loaves? One for Israel and one for the Church: He’s made one 
new thing out of both of these bodies. And we are ground together out of fine flour, 
mingled together. 

Why is there leaven in this offering? Because, dear friend, there is no sin in Christ. 
He is our unleavened bread. But there’s sin in the Church; we’re not perfect. And so the 
type is absolutely perfect here. These loaves are baked with leaven in them to teach us 
“if we say…we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us” (1 John 
1:8). But we’re one new loaf, and this is the Feast of Pentecost. And it represents and it 
pictures that day when God poured out His Holy Spirit upon that early church, and it is 
called the Day of Pentecost. 

Now I hear people talking today about how the Holy Spirit came on the Day of 
Pentecost because they agonized in prayer. They’d been praying, and the Holy Spirit 
came because they prayed. That’s not so, friend. The Holy Spirit would have come had 
they not prayed. They would have missed the blessing. But the Bible says, “When the 
day of Pentecost was fully come” (Acts 2:1), then the Holy Spirit descended. It was on 
God’s calendar, and nothing could change it. He did not come and descend upon that 
infant church because of their agonizing. God told them to wait in Jerusalem until they 
were endued with power from on high. And the Holy Spirit came, according to God’s 
calendar, precisely on the day of Pentecost. Well, that speaks of the Spirit’s coming. 
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V. The Fifth Feast: The Second Coming of Jesus
Then, let’s go on and look very quickly now at the fifth feast—Leviticus chapter 23, and 
look, if you will, in verse 23: “And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto the 
children of Israel, saying, In the seventh month, in the first day of the month, shall ye 
have a sabbath, a memorial of blowing of trumpets, an holy convocation. Ye shall do no 
servile work therein: but ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD” 
(Leviticus 23:23–24). This is the called the Feast of Trumpets. Now, what does that 
represent? Remember the first feast: salvation; the second feast: separation; third feast: 
sanctification; fourth feast: the Spirit coming; fifth feast is the Feast of Trumpets, and it 
represents the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Now the first four feasts have already been completed. We’re waiting now for the 
completion of the last three feasts. You say, “Pastor, why does that represent the 
Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ?” Well, trumpets, in the Bible, were blown to 
alarm, or to call to arms, or to assemble, or to move on; to proclaim and to announce. 
These were silver trumpets. You read about them in Numbers chapter 10 and verse 2 
(Numbers 10:2), if you’re putting a note in your margin. And there were two trumpets; 
not one, but two. Now, what were these trumpets for? 

A. The First Trumpet Sounds for the Rapture of the Church
Well, the first trumpet that sounds is for the Rapture of the Church. First

Thessalonians chapter 4, verse 16: “For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, the voice of the archangel, and…the trump of God” (1 Thessalonians 
4:16). One of these days, we are going to enter into the truth typified by this feast, which 
is the Rapture of the Church. 

B. The Second Trumpet Sounds for the Re-gathering of Israel
The second trumpet was for the re-gathering of Israel, because as God takes the

Church out, God is going to begin to re-gather the people of Israel, and God is going to 
draw them from all the places of the earth where they’re scattered. Look, if you will, in 
Isaiah 18 for just a moment—Isaiah 18. Look with me in verse 3: “All ye inhabitants of 
the world, and dwellers on the earth, see when he lifteth up an ensign on the mountains; 
and when he bloweth a trumpet, hear ye” (Isaiah 18:3). 

All right, what’s going to happen at that time? Well, skip down to verse 7: “In that 
time shall the present be brought unto the LORD of hosts of a people scattered and 
peeled, and from a people terrible from their beginning hitherto; a nation meted out and 
trodden under foot, whose land the rivers have spoiled, to the place of the name of the 
LORD of hosts, the mount Zion” (Isaiah 18:7). When the trumpet sounds, God is going 
to re-gather the elect of Israel, and He’s going to gather them together. Turn to Isaiah 
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chapter 27, and look with me in verse 13: “And it shall come to pass in that day, that the 
great trumpet shall be blown, and they shall come which were ready to perish in the 
land of Assyria, and the outcasts in the land of Egypt, and they shall worship the LORD 
in the holy mount at Jerusalem” (Isaiah 27:13). 

The Feast of Trumpets pictures the Second Coming of Jesus Christ, when the 
Church is taken out, and when Israel is gathered in. 

VI. The Sixth Feast: Solidarity in Christ
And they’re coming for a period of great tribulation. After the Rapture of the Church 

will be a period of seven years of great tribulation. So we move to the next feast. Very 
quickly now, turn to Leviticus chapter 23, and look in verse 26. The next feast deals with 
the Day of Atonement, which I have named our solidarity in Christ. Begin with verse 26, 
and read with me: “And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Also on the tenth day of 
this seventh month there shall be a day of atonement: it shall be an holy convocation 
unto you; and ye shall afflict your souls, and offer an offering made by fire unto the 
LORD. And ye shall do no work in that same day: for it is a day of atonement,”—what 
do the Jews call it? Yom Kippur—“to make an atonement for you before the LORD your 
God. For whatsoever soul it be that shall not be afflicted in that same day, he shall be 
cut off from among his people” (Leviticus 23:26–29). So this day, this feast, is not a 
happy feast; it’s a sad feast. It’s a day of affliction, because after Israel is re-gathered, 
they’re going to be re-gathered to go into great tribulation. And it is this great tribulation 
that is going to bring them at oneness with God, and therefore it is called the Day of 
Atonement. 

Now on the Day of Atonement in the Old Testament, let me tell you how it was done. 
The priest would put on his regular clothing—that is, white linen; linen speaking of 
sinlessness—and he would go into the holy place. And he would perform the offering 
and put the blood upon the Mercy Seat. And then he would change his clothes in there. 
He would take off his linen garments and “linen breeches,” the Bible calls them, and 
he’d put on his robe of glory. And there would be bells and pomegranates around the 
bottom; and if people would hear the bells begin to ring, they would know that God had 
accepted the sacrifice. And they would begin to weep, and pray, and praise God, 
because they had been brought into oneness with God. And the priest that went in and 
stayed behind that curtain—nobody could see him—now suddenly appeared again: this 
time, gloriously. 

It pictures, ladies and gentleman, what has happened: the Lord Jesus has gone into 
the Glory to make an atonement for our sins and there to minister in that tabernacle in 
the Glory, which God pitched and not man. But one day He will put aside those 
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garments of humanity, and He’ll put on that robe of glory; and He will step down from 
His Glory. And the Bible says that the Jews, unbelieving before this, will see Him, and 
they will weep for Him and mourn for Him as one mourns for his only begotten 
(Zechariah 12:10). A nation shall be born in a day, and there will be a time of solidarity 
where Jew and Gentile become one in the Lord Jesus Christ and one with the Lord 
Jesus. That is the Day of Atonement. 

VII. The Seventh Feast: At Home with the Lord
I wish I could speak more about that, but very quickly, the last of these feasts is the 
Feast of Tabernacles. Look, if you will now, in Leviticus chapter 23—begin in verse 33: 
“And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, 
The fifteenth day of this seventh month shall be the feast of tabernacles for seven days 
unto the LORD. On the first day shall be an holy convocation: ye shall do no servile 
work therein. Seven days ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD: on the 
eighth day shall be an holy convocation unto you; and ye shall offer an offering made by 
fire unto the LORD: it is a solemn assembly; and ye shall do no servile work therein” 
(Leviticus 23:33–35). And then skip on down to verse 43, if you will: “That your 
generations may know that I made the children of Israel to dwell in booths, when I 
brought them out of the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God” (Leviticus 23:43). 

This was the most joyous feast of all. The Jews really looked forward to the Feast of 
Tabernacles. What they would do is, everybody would camp out. They would take palm 
branches and willow branches, and they would make little lean-tos, and tents, and 
booths. And they would dwell in these booths, and they would have feasting, and 
games, and praise, and songs. It was the longest of the feasts. It was the most inclusive 
of the feasts. It was the most joyful of the feasts. And it was to remind them that their 
wanderings were over. They had wandered for forty years, and now they’re at home in 
the land. And it’s just a time of great, great joy. 

Well, what does it speak of? Well, look over here in Hebrews chapter 11 and verse 
13, and I believe that you’ll see the significance of the Feast of Tabernacles, because it 
really speaks of that time when we’re going to be at home with our Lord—and no more 
wandering, no more exiles. Hebrews 11 and verse 13: “These all died in faith, not 
having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of 
them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the 
earth.” That’s what we are, folks. This world is not our home. “For they that say such 
things declare plainly that they seek a country.” That is, we haven’t made peace down 
here; we haven’t settled down here. “And truly, if they had been mindful of that country 
from whence they came out, they might have had opportunity to have returned.” That is, 
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if we want to try to go back to Egypt. But we don’t want to do that. We’ve set our 
affection on Jesus, no turning back. “But now they desire a better country, that is, an 
heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared 
for them a city” (Hebrews 11:13–16). And, folks, that’s what the Feast of Tabernacles is 
all about. It’s about that time when Jew and Gentile, brother and sister, father and 
mother, are going to be gathered together. And the Bible says, in Revelation chapter 21, 
verse 3, that God will tabernacle with us (Revelation 21:3). That is, God’s going to camp 
with us for all eternity. 

Conclusion 
I don’t know about you, but it’s a great confirmation for me to look back in the twenty-
third chapter of Leviticus and see the gospel laid out step by step so clearly, so 
beautifully. What a confirmation of the inspiration of the Word of God! 

Now, folks, this isn’t just what God has said; it’s what God is saying. And you’re 
invited to these feasts. It’s not enough, I said, for you to read the menu, or even to smell 
the food. You need to say, “Lord Jesus, I want you to be my Passover.” If you don’t 
know that you know that you know that you’re going to heaven, you can be saved by 
trusting Jesus. And I want to invite you to pray something like this: “Dear God, I’m a 
sinner, and I am lost. And I need to be saved, and I want to be saved. Jesus, you died 
to save me, if I would only trust you. I do trust you, Jesus, right now, with all of my 
heart.” If you pray a prayer like that, He’ll save you. I promise you, He’ll save you. 
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Introduction 
ake your Bibles, please, and turn, if you will, to Leviticus chapter 23, as we continue 
our study in the tabernacle. And, tonight, I hope you brought your appetites, for 

we’re going to be studying the feasts of the Lord. Look in Leviticus chapter 23 and verse 
4: “These are the feasts of the LORD”—“These are the feasts of the LORD.” (Leviticus 
23:4) 

Now, you know, the devil has tried to get us to think negatively about God. The devil 
has tried to get us to think that God is a cosmic killjoy, and that, in order to be saved, 
somehow you have to put your wellbeing, and your happiness, and even your fun, on 
the shelf, and that one day you can have pie in the sky by and by, if you suffer enough 
right now. And that’s the idea that the devil has gotten out. He always wants you to 
think, first, negatively about God. 

When he came into the Garden of Eden and crawled his slimy, corroding path into 
the pages of history, he asked Eve a question. He said to Eve, “Has God said that ye 
shall not eat of the fruit of every tree of the garden? Did God say that?” (Genesis 3:1) 
That’s why Satan implied that God said, “Eve, you can’t have any of this.” “Did God say 
that you shall not eat of the fruit of every tree of the garden?” Well, friend, if you’ll check 
the record, God said, “Of every tree in the garden thou mayest freely eat.” (Genesis 
2:16) Now, you see what the devil was doing? “Of every fruit of every tree in the garden 
thou shalt freely eat, except for one, just one.” But the devil said, “Did God say that you 
shall not eat of every tree of the garden?” You see, to pleasure God had not said no; 

T
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God had said a resounding yes. 
The devil wants you, though, to think negatively about salvation. I want you to know 

that the cross is not a minus; it is a plus mark. Jesus didn’t say, “I’ve come that you 
might have death.” Jesus said, “I’ve come that you might have life—and not mere life; 
super-abundant life”—“I’ve come that you might have life, and have it abundantly.” 
(John 10:10) 

Now, therefore, having said all of that, the gospel is a feast, and not a funeral. The 
gospel is a feast and not a funeral. “These are the feasts of the LORD.” And tucked 
away over here in the book of Leviticus, and corresponding to the tabernacle worship, 
are seven feasts—seven feasts that the Jews were to keep. And these seven feasts 
come in a very definite sequence. They are steps to glory. And one follows the other, 
and each teaches a wonderful lesson. And together they serve to us tonight a 
sumptuous gospel banquet, something for in our enjoyment. And so, when the Lord 
invites you tonight, He invites you to bring your appetite, and to be satisfied, and to feast 
on the fare that He has provided in the gospel. 

Now it is tucked away here in the Old Testament; it is amplified and explained in the 
New Testament. For in the Old Testament the truth is enfolded; in the New Testament it 
is unfolded and revealed to us. Now, let’s note the seven feasts, “the feasts of the 
LORD.” 

I. The Feast of Passover: Christ Our Salvation
The first feast is found in Leviticus chapter 23, verses 4 and 5: “These are the feasts of 
the LORD, even holy convocations, which ye shall proclaim in their seasons. In the 
fourteenth day of the first month at even is the LORD’s passover.” (Leviticus 23:4–5) 
Feast number one: the Passover Feast. And if you want a little alliterated outline, that 
speaks to us of salvation. The Passover feast speaks to us of salvation. You will 
remember that the Passover was the night that God delivered those ancient people 
from the land of Egypt. They went out underneath the blood of the lamb into the land of 
Canaan. And that blood of the lamb sprinkled on the doorpost represents the blood of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Turn for just a moment, if you will, let’s just check that and look in Exodus chapter 
12. All right. Genesis, Exodus chapter 12, and let’s just look for a moment. I want you to
see very clearly that the Passover represents Christ dying on the cross for us. We’re not
trying to read things into these things, or come up with wild interpretations, but notice
the Bible says, in Exodus chapter 12, verse 1, “And the LORD spake unto Moses and
Aaron in the land of Egypt saying, This month shall be unto you the beginning of
months: it shall be the first month of the year to you…”—why? Because life doesn  ’t 
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begin at forty; it begins at Calvary—“[this] shall be the first month of the year to you. 
Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel, saying, In the tenth day of this month they 
shall take to them every man a lamb, according to the house of their fathers, a lamb for 
an house: and if the household be too little for the lamb, let him and his neighbour next 
unto his house take it according to the number of the souls; every man according to his 
eating shall take your count for the lamb.” (Exodus 12:1–4) 

Now, there was to be a lamb provided. And notice what kind of a lamb, in verse 5: 
“Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year: ye shall take it out from the 
sheep, or from the goats: and ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth day of the same 
month: and the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it in the evening.” 
(Exodus 12:5–6) A lamb, a perfect lamb, a slain lamb: they understood this. When John 
the Baptist saw Jesus coming, and he said, “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world,” (John 1:29) their minds were already preconditioned for a 
lamb, a suffering, sacrificial, sinless lamb that would die. And so here’s a picture of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. In verses 5 and 6 we see His perfection and His crucifixion. 

But I want you to notice that its not enough for the lamb to die, but notice in verse 7: 
“And they shall take of the blood, and strike it upon the two side posts and on the upper 
door post of the houses, wherein they shall eat it.” (Exodus 12:7) It’s not enough that 
the blood be shed; but the blood now must be applied. Openly, publicly, unashamedly, 
the blood is applied. By faith it is appropriated. And then God said—and we’ll just stop 
our reading there for a moment and go back to Leviticus chapter 23—God says, “You 
put the blood on the doorpost of your house, and on a particular night the death angel is 
going to come through the land of Egypt.” And God said that, if the death angel doesn’t 
see the blood, the firstborn in each family will be smitten. (Exodus 12:12) But God said, 
“When I see the blood, I will pass over you.” (Exodus 12:13) Why? “Without shedding of 
blood is no remission” (Hebrews 9:22) 

I can just imagine a little boy, a little Hebrew boy, saying to his dad, “Dad, you know, 
everything that Moses says comes true. Moses is God’s prophet. Dad, don’t you think 
we’d better get us a lamb and put the blood on the doorposts? After all, I’m the firstborn 
son. I’ve got more interest in this thing than anybody else.” And the dad says, “Son, 
we’re going to do just exactly what Moses said.” So they got a perfect lamb. They kept 
it. They looked at it to make sure there was no spot, no blemish. The lamb is slain. The 
hyssop is dipped. The blood is applied. And that night the boy says, “Father, have we 
done everything that the Lord told us to do?” And the father says, “We’ve done it all, my 
son. Go to sleep.” And that boy goes to sleep, and he sleeps well, because he sleeps 
under the protection of the blood. 

Now, there’s another boy. He says to his dad in the house of Israel, “Dad, don’t you 
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think we’d better get us a lamb and make us a sacrifice?” “Sure, son, we’ll do that.” But 
this boy doesn’t go to sleep. You know, every Sunday night—or many Sunday nights—I 
go home, and I tell you to go to sleep and sleep well. But this boy doesn’t sleep well. It’s 
about twelve o’clock, and he hasn’t gone to sleep yet. He says, “Dad, let’s go out and 
check again. Is the blood on the doorpost? Have we done it just right?” “Yes, son, we’ve 
done it right, just like God said. Go to sleep.” And about two a.m. he’s tossing and 
turning. He says, “Dad, are you sure the death angel is not going to come by?” “No, 
son, he’s not going to come by.” Early in the morning the boy wakes up with bags under 
his eyes. The death angel has come over, but not through. The death angel has passed 
by, and he’s safe. 

What’s the difference between the two boys? Now both of them are under the blood, 
but one of them is not enjoying it nearly like the other. He reminds me of some of you 
worrywarts. Now he’s saved, but, you know, he doesn’t have the assurance that he 
ought to have. Do you know the difference between the two? You see, the blood makes 
us safe, but the word makes us sure, oh, if we just simply not only trust the Lord to save 
us, but let Him give us that blessed wonderful assurance. Some of you folks are going 
to heaven second-class when you ought to be going first-class, when you ought to be 
enjoying your wonderful, wonderful salvation. 

But I want us to imagine a third boy that night in the land of Egypt. This is Pharaoh’s 
son. He comes to his father, and he says, “Father, do you know there’s some talk going 
on among the Hebrew people? They say that God has spoken to Moses, and God has 
said to Moses that there’s a death angel coming through. And every firstborn in every 
family is going to be slain unless there’s the blood of a lamb applied to the doorpost. 
And Moses has been batting pretty good. He’s batting a thousand, as a matter of fact. 
Everything he says comes to pass. And, father, don’t you think that we ought to get us a 
lamb and apply it to the doorpost?” 

And Pharaoh says, “Son, I’m up to here with these Hebrews and their religion. I want 
you to know that we’ve got a god to cover everything in the land of Egypt. There’s 
nothing you have to worry about. We’ve got a god of agriculture. We’ve got a god of 
sex. We’ve got a god of life. We’ve got a god of death. We’ve got a god for this, and a 
god for that. And we’ve got the best priests that money can buy. And I’ve got guards. 
And we’ve got our religion. Son, don’t you worry about that blood of the lamb stuff. Go 
to bed. You’ll be all right.” He says, “If you say so, Dad.” And he goes to bed. But that 
night there is a sound, a flash, a gasp, and Pharaoh’s son is dead. For God said, “When 
I see the blood, I will pass over you.” 

You say, “Brother Rogers, are you certain that that Passover lamb that they feasted 
upon represents the Lord Jesus?” Absolutely certain, for the Bible says, in 1 Corinthians 
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chapter 5, verse 7, “Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us”—“Christ our Passover.” (1 
Corinthians 5:7) 

Isn’t it beautiful how God taught such a wonderful lesson so long ago in the book of 
Leviticus and in Exodus chapter 12? And so the first feast that these Jews kept was a 
feast called the Feast of the Passover. And it spoke of Christ our sacrifice—Christ our 
sacrifice. 

II. The Feast of the Firstfruits: Christ Our Sanctification
Now, the second feast. Go back to Leviticus chapter 23, and begin in verse 9: “And the 
LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, 
When ye be come into the land which I give unto you, and shall reap the harvest 
thereof, then ye shall bring a sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest unto the priest: and 
he shall wave the sheaf before the LORD, to be accepted for you: on the morrow after 
the sabbath the priest shall wave it. And ye shall offer that day when ye wave the sheaf 
an he lamb without blemish of the first year for a burnt offering unto the LORD. And the 
meat offering thereof shall be two tenth deals of fine four mixed with oil, an offering 
made by fire unto the LORD for a sweet savour: and the drink offering thereof shall be 
of wine, the fourth part of an hin. And ye shall eat neither bread, nor parched corn, nor 
green ears, until the selfsame day that ye have brought an offering unto your God: it 
shall be a statute for ever throughout your generations in all your dwellings.” (Leviticus 
23:9–14) 

The second feast of these seven feasts of the LORD was the Feast of the 
Firstfruits—the Feast of the Firstfruits. Now, if the Feast of Passover spoke of our 
salvation, the Feast of the Firstfruits speaks of our sanctification. If you’re keeping a little 
outline, the second feast speaks of sanctification. Because what was the firstfruits? 
Well, actually, the first harvest that got ripe, and still to this day does ripen, in the land of 
Israel is the barley harvest. And the priest would go out there and take a portion of the 
barley harvest when it was ready for harvesting. When it was ripe, he would take, 
actually, three handfuls of grain, three handfuls of barley, and bring them there to the 
tabernacle, before the tabernacle of the Lord. And after he had gone through the 
appropriate ritual, he would take these three bundles of barley together, and wave them 
before the Lord side to side. It was called the wave offering. It was just almost like a 
man would be giving semaphore in the navy. He was just waving these things before 
the Lord. 

You say, “Brother Rogers, what on earth did that typify?” Well, it typified that they 
were thanking God, first of all, that He had given the harvest; but it was saying, “This 
just pictures what everything else is going to be—and it all belongs to God—it all 
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belongs to God.” 
Now that also speaks of Christ, because the Bible says, in 1 Corinthians chapter 15 

and verse 20, that Christ is the firstfruits of those that sleep. (1 Corinthians 15:20) Christ 
is the firstfruits. Now it refers, literally, actually, right back to this passage. Just like 
Christ is the Passover, Christ is also the firstfruits. That is, you want to know what all the 
harvest is going to be like? Look at the firstfruits. You want to know what I’m going to be 
like in the resurrection. Look at Jesus. We’re going to be like Him, amen? He’s the 
firstfruits. He’s the pattern. But not only is He the pattern; He’s the promise that all the 
harvest belongs to Him. I belong to Him. You belong to Him. He is “Christ the firstfruits; 
afterward they that are Christ’s at his coming.” (1 Corinthians 15:23) But, you see, the 
main teaching here is that we now belong to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Actually, I have jumped ahead. But let me just go ahead, and I’ll go back, and we’ll 
get this in order. We all belong to God. And so here is a sacrifice that pictures 
resurrection life. Look in Romans chapter 14 and verse 9 for a moment—Romans 14 
and verse 9: “To this end Christ both died, and rose, and revived, that he might be Lord 
both of the dead and living.” (Romans 14:9) That is, He owns it all. It’s all His. We are 
His. And so the Feast of the Firstfruits speaks of the fact that the entire harvest belongs 
to the Lord. I belong to Jesus. You belong to Jesus. He is the firstfruits. We are the 
harvest. And it all belongs to Him. 

III. The Feast of Unleavened Bread: Christ Our Separation
Now, let’s just backtrack a little bit, and then I’ll come back and speak a little bit more 
about the firstfuits, which speaks of our sanctification. But I skipped over—and 
inadvertently, but maybe it will just be used for emphasis—skipped over the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread. The first feast is the Feast of the Passover. The second feast is the 
Feast of Unleavened Bread. The third feast is the Feast of the Firstfruits. 

All right, look in Leviticus chapter 23, verse 6: “And on the fifteenth day of the same 
month is the feast of unleavened bread unto the LORD: seven days ye must eat 
unleavened bread.” (Leviticus 23:6) Now, what does this speak of? Well, if the Passover 
speaks of Christ our salvation, and the Firstfruits speak of Christ our sanctification—that 
is, we’re set aside and set apart for Him, just like the entire harvest belonged to the 
Lord—then this feast that comes between the two speaks of Christ our separation, or it 
speaks of the separated life—the separated life. 

You see, leaven, in the Bible, is always symbolic of sin. Leaven is always symbolic 
of sin. Leaven, ladies, is yeast, like you would put in a loaf of bread that would cause it 
to rise, or like you would put in a cake that would cause it to rise, or whatever it is that 
you might be baking. It’s a process of fermentation that causes things to swell up and to 
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rise, and it permeates that in which it’s placed. And God has used this in the Bible 
always as a symbol of sin. And so God says, first of all, there’s the Feast of the 
Passover: that’s salvation. Then there is the Feast of Unleavened Bread, which speaks 
of separation, because, you see, when we get saved, the Lord didn’t save us in our 
sins; He came to save us from our sins: “Thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall 
save his people from their sins.” (Matthew 1:21) 

There are some folks who claim to be saved, and they just keep on living the same 
old life. Friend, they’ve got a rude awakening, if they haven’t been changed, they 
haven’t been saved. Now I don’t mean you’re going to be sinless, because you can’t be 
sinless until the Lord raptures you. But I’ll tell you, there’s going to be a difference. You 
know, before I was saved, I was running to sin; now, at least, I’m running from it. There 
is a difference. There is a difference. And Christ has come into my heart and into my 
life, and nothing would make me happier than to know that I would never sin again. That 
would just thrill me. I don’t say, “Oh, thank God, I’m once saved, always saved. Now I 
can sin all I want to.” I sin more than I want to right now, friend. I don’t want to, because 
the Bible teaches that, when we get saved, we’re changed. And the teaching is shown 
here in the Feast of Unleavened Bread. 

Remember Jesus said, “Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees.” (Matthew 16:6; 
Mark 8:15) Jesus said, “Beware of the leaven…of the Sadducees.” (Matthew 16:6) The 
Bible warns against the leaven of the Herodians. (Mark 8:15) The leaven of the 
Pharisees was legalism. The leaven of the Sadducees was modernism. The leaven of 
the Herodians was worldliness. But it all speaks of sin. Beware of leaven. Beware of sin. 
And so, once we get saved, we’re to live a separate life. 

Do you know what the Jew would do back in this day? When they got ready for the 
Feast of Unleavened Bread, this is when spring housecleaning would begin. Ladies, 
even without Mr. Clean, these ladies would get a scrub brush, and they would get 
fuller’s soap, and they would scrub the floor. And then they would scrub the walls. And 
then they would get on a ladder and they would scrub the ceiling. They would take all of 
the utensils in the house and boil them, just boil them in water. And then they had a 
special little sharp-pointed tool, and they would go in every crack in the house, and 
scrape it through every crack in the house to make sure there was no leaven, not a 
speck of leaven in the house. I mean, they went over that house, as we would say, with 
a fine-toothed comb. And then, when the house was absolutely clean—I mean, 
spotlessly, scrupulously clean, no leaven in the house—you see, it wasn’t that they just 
didn’t eat it—they didn’t eat leaven in the Passover—but now there was to be no leaven 
whatever in the house. And then, when they were absolutely certain there was no 
leaven in the house, they would do a strange thing. They would take some leavened 
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bread and bring it back into the house, and the children and the mother would take it 
and hide it. They would hide some up in a corner, over a rafter, and they would put 
some here, and they would put some here, in little places all over the house. And when 
the father of that household would come home out of the fields, then the hunt would 
begin. He had a feather brush, and he had a wooden spoon. And he’d take a candle, 
and after supper then he would go all over the house looking for this leavened bread 
that had been hidden. And the kids would play. 

Have you ever played Hide and Seek, where they’d say, “You’re getting hot,” or 
“You’re getting cold”? You know, that sort of thing. That’s exactly what they’d do. They’d 
say, “You’re getting warm,” or “You’re getting cold”; “You’re getting warm.” They knew 
where it was hidden, because they’d helped to hide it. And this father, he’d find this little 
piece of leavened bread, take it out, and put it on a handkerchief. And he’d find this 
other piece, and put it on a handkerchief, until finally it was all gone, and he had taken it 
all. And the children would just rejoice to see their father tracking down sin in the 
household. 

Can you imagine what an object lesson this was to little children? “We want to be so 
certain that there’s nothing in our household that’s wrong. We want to be so certain that, 
not only are we under the blood, but our lives are clean.” Wouldn’t your home be 
wonderful if it was like that—under the blood—and the children could participate? You 
know, some of the greatest object lessons in the entire world are right here in the book 
of Leviticus that are hidden away. And after he had searched and searched and found, 
and there was no more, then he would pray a prayer like this: “All kinds of leaven that 
are in my possession, which I have not observed or removed, shall be null and counted 
as the dust of the earth.” That is, he was saying, “God, I have done my best. If there’s 
any leaven I haven’t found, don’t hold it against me.” You see? And the Lord won’t. You 
know, the only sins, friend, that you have to worry about confessing are those that the 
Holy Spirit will show you when you honesty search. And he’d say, “Now any leaven that 
I’ve not observed or found shall be counted null and void, and shall be as the dust of the 
earth.” And then he would take that out, handkerchief and all, and burn it. 

This was the Feast of Unleavened Bread. And leaven speaks of sin. What is the 
Lord telling us? You see, He is telling us that we’re to be clean, that we’re to be 
separate from sin, that it’s not just enough to be under the blood positionally, but that we 
are to walk in cleanliness practically, day by day. 

And so, the first feast speaks of salvation. The second feast speaks of separation. 
And then, the third feast, that we over-anticipated and jumped ahead of, speaks of 
sanctification, because, you see—now, listen—it’s not just enough to be separated from 
sin. That’s the problem with too many people. You know, we’re not only supposed to be 
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dead to the world; we’re supposed to be alive unto God, amen? People say, “Well, I 
don’t smoke, and I don’t drink, and I don’t chew, and I don’t go with girls who do.” Well, 
that’s not enough. A telephone pole doesn’t do any of those things. At least it carries a 
message: that’s more than some of you do. It doesn’t do any of those things. So we’re 
not only to be dead to sin; we’re to be alive unto God. And so, negatively, the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread speaks of our negative separation from, but the Feast of the 
Firstfruits speaks of our sanctification to. You see, we’re not only separated from sin, 
but we’re sanctified, set aside—that’s what the word sanctified means—we are set 
aside for God. Christ is the firstfruits. But the entire harvest belongs to Him. “[He] rose, 
and revived,” the Bible says. And that’s what the firstfruits speaks of: resurrection life. 
“[He] rose, and revived, that He might be Lord of both the dead and living.” (Romans 
14:9) 

IV. The Feast of Pentecost: Christ Our Spirituality
All right now, the fourth thing—the fourth thing is the Feast of Pentecost—the Feast of 
Pentecost. And, incidentally, let me say that the Feast of Firstfruits came three days 
after the Feast of Passover, because it represents the resurrection of our Lord. And 
you’re going to find there’s a marvelous precision in these feasts. The first feast is the 
Feast of the Passover. The second feast is the Feast of Unleavened Bread. The third 
feast is the Feast of the Firstfruits. And if the first feast speaks of salvation, and the 
second feast speaks of separation, and the third feast speaks of sanctification, the 
fourth feast, the Feast of Pentecost, speaks of spirituality—spirituality. You will 
remember, as we studied not long ago on Sunday mornings in the Book of Acts—you 
do remember that, don’t you? Look intelligent. You remember that?—okay now, you 
remember, when we studied in the book of Acts, it was on the day of Pentecost that the 
Holy Spirit was poured out on that infant church. But God had anticipated that, and God 
had typified that, and God had illustrated that, and God had prophesied that way back 
over here in the twenty-third chapter of the book of Leviticus when He taught them to 
have the Feast of Pentecost. 

Now it was not called the Feast of Pentecost in the Old Testament. It was called the 
Feast of Weeks. Pentecost is a New Testament term. Pente is the Greek word for “fifty.” 
So, you see, this feast took place fifty days after Passover. They had seven weeks. 
That’s forty-nine days. And on the fiftieth day—after that, after seven weeks—was this 
next feast. It was the Feast of Pentecost. And that’s an easy one for us to see because 
it typifies the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 
     Look in Leviticus 23, beginning in verse 15: “And ye shall count unto you from the 
morrow after the sabbath, from the day that ye brought the sheaf of the wave offering; 
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seven sabbaths shall be complete: even unto the morrow after the seventh Sabbath”— 
that is, the fiftieth day—“shall ye number fifty days; and ye shall offer a new meat 
offering unto the LORD. Ye shall bring out of your habitations two wave loaves”—now, 
just underscore that—“loaves of two tenth deals; they shall be of fine flour; they shall be 
baken with leaven; they are the firstfruits unto the LORD.” (Leviticus 23:15–17) 

Now this is not the Feast of the Firstfruits, but this is also an offering of first fruits. 
But there’s a difference. Remember that the wave offering took place before the 
harvest. This takes place at the end of the harvest. And there’s a great difference. The 
first was of barley; the second was of wheat. The first was just grain; the second, loaves 
of bread. The first is coarse grain; the other is finely ground flour that makes loaves. 

What does it all picture? Well, it’s a beautiful picture, a wonderful picture, because, 
you see, while Christ is the firstfruits, Jesus said, “It is expedient for you that I go away; 
for if I go not away, the Holy Spirit can’t come.” (John 16:7) You know, sometimes we 
make a big mistake. Sometimes we, in our foolishness, say, “Oh, I wish I could have 
lived back on the earth when Jesus was here. I wish I could have walked and talked and 
heard and seen Jesus.” Listen. Had you rather be one of the twelve disciples or be a 
member of Bellevue Baptist Church right now? Careful. I’m talking about one of the pre-
Pentecostal disciples. Jesus said what we have is better than what they had. It is better. 
As a matter of fact, “It is expedient for you that I go away.” It is better to have the Holy 
Spirit inside you than Christ beside you. And just remember that. Wheat is better than 
barley. Barley was a poor man’s bread. Barley was coarse meal. It was little barley 
loaves that that boy gave, you remember, when he gave the loaves and the fish to 
Jesus. That was the coarse bread, and it wasn’t even bread at all. But now I want you to 
notice that these grains have been beaten and mixed and baked together until they 
become two loaves. 

Now, you see, on Pentecost, what happened to that early church, or to that group of 
disciples? The Holy Spirit was poured out upon them. They were baptized with the Holy 
Ghost. They received the baptism of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit of God was poured out 
upon that church and upon those disciples. And when He was, they were no longer just 
a bunch of independent grains of wheat; they became one loaf. They became one body. 
You see, the Bible says, in 1 Corinthians chapter 12 and verse 13, “By one spirit have 
ye all been baptized into one body.” (1 Corinthians 12:13) And what is the significance 
of the two loaves? I think God is speaking both of Gentiles and Jews by the two loaves 
here, but I think He is saying that He is making oneness. There was, you will remember 
the Jewish Pentecost, so to speak, in Acts 2. And then, later on, in Acts chapter 10, the 
Holy Spirit was poured out upon the Gentiles the same way: two loaves picturing 
Pentecost—the Gentile Pentecost, the Jewish Pentecost; but Pentecost, becoming one 
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loaf. 
 You see, all of us, dear friend—all of us—are in the same loaf of bread tonight. 

We’re all just mingled together and mixed together. But notice, there’s leaven now, 
because as we look around, we’ll have to admit, even though we’re one, we’re not 
perfect, right? There’s no leaven in the wave offering, the unleavened bread. That 
pictures our Lord, and that pictures His standard. But when we come, in reality, we 
know that, as long as we’re in the flesh, “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us.” (1 John 1:8) But what a wonderful illustration here 
of spirituality! And just as the Holy Spirit was poured out upon that infant church and 
made them one, we see that pictured and typified here in the Feast of Pentecost. 

V. The Feast of Trumpets: Christ’s Second Coming
I wish I had more time for that, but I want to just really hurry on and look now at the fifth 
feast—and this is the Feast of the Trumpets. And so, if the first feast speaks of 
salvation, the second feast speaks of sanctification, the third feast speaks of separation, 
the fourth feast speaks of spirituality and oneness, the fifth feast speaks of the Second 
Coming of our Lord. And each of these come just in a definite order. The fifth feast that 
is mentioned is the Feast of the Trumpets. 

Look in Leviticus chapter 23 and verse 23: “And the LORD spake unto Moses, 
saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, In the seventh month, in the first day 
of the month, shall ye have a sabbath, a memorial of blowing of trumpets, an holy 
convocation. Ye shall do no servile work therein: but ye shall offer an offering made by 
fire unto the LORD.” (Leviticus 23:23) Here was the Feast of the Trumpets. 

Now Numbers chapter 10 tells us about these trumpets. You can read it when you 
get home. But they were silver trumpets, and they were made of one solid piece of 
silver, and they were to be blown. Now, what is the purpose of the blowing of a trumpet? 
Well, you read in Numbers 10 and other places, (Numbers 10:1–10) and you’ll find that 
when the trumpets were blown, an announcement was made. Trumpets were blown to 
gather people in an alarm, to gather people for worship, to gather people for rejoicing, to 
tell them to move out, whatever. The trumpets would speak to the house of Israel. Their 
purpose was to proclaim or to announce. 

Now there were two of these silver trumpets, according to Numbers chapter 10. And, 
by the way, silver, as you know from the study in the tabernacle, is symbolic of what? 
Who can tell me? That’s right, redemption. I didn’t hear you, but I guess you were right. 
All right, that’s right: redemption. Silver is a symbol of redemption. And so here are 
trumpets that speak loudly, silver trumpets that speak loudly of redemption. 

All right, two major times when you and I are going to hear the trumpet of the Lord, 
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the sound—or at least when people are going to hear the trumpet: first of all, is the 
trumpet for the Church, and that’s the Rapture trumpet. You know, the Bible says, in 1 
Thessalonians chapter 4, verse 16, “For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God.” (1 
Thessalonians 4:16) You see, I really believe that’s what the Feast of the Trumpets 
speaks about, because, first of all, you have Calvary; then you have Pentecost; then 
you have the harvest, the souls that are coming in. That’s what Pentecost pictures: this 
great harvest of souls. And then you have the trumpet that is for the Church. But there 
were two silver trumpets. First of all is the trumpet we’re going to hear—and we may 
hear it tonight; I may not get finished. 

I heard about a fellow who came into a church and sat down beside a man. The 
preacher was up there preaching. And the man said to the church member, “How long 
has he been preaching?” He said, “I think about twenty-five years.” He said, “I think I’ll 
stay. He ought to be almost finished.” 

Well, I may not get finished tonight. The trumpet may sound. And there’s a silver 
trumpet for us. But, listen. There’s also a trumpet for Israel. Turn to Isaiah chapter 18, if 
you will. Just as there were two loaves, there are two trumpets. Look in Isaiah chapter 
18 and verse 3: “All ye inhabitants of the world, and dwellers on the earth, see ye, when 
he lifteth up an ensign on the mountains; and when he bloweth a trumpet, hear ye.” 
(Isaiah 18:3) 

Now, what’s going to happen when the trumpet is blown? Notice verse 7: “In that 
time shall the present be brought unto the LORD of hosts of a people scattered and 
peeled, and from a people terrible from their beginning hitherto; a nation meted out and 
trodden under foot, whose land the rivers have spoiled, to the place of the name of the 
LORD of hosts, the mount Zion.” (Isaiah 18:7) God is going now to gather these 
dispersed people back unto Himself. 

Look in Isaiah chapter 27 and verse 13: “And it shall come to pass in that day, that 
the great trumpet shall be blown,”—not a great trumpet; the great trumpet—“and they 
shall come which were ready to perish in the land of Assyria, and the outcasts in the 
land of Egypt, and shall worship the LORD in the holy mount at Jerusalem.” (Isaiah 
27:13) God’s not finished yet, friend. God’s not finished yet. 

The trumpets, to me, speak of the Second Coming. They speak of the Rapture of the 
Church and the gathering of Israel. They speak of God’s purposes yet in the future. And 
God tucked away a hint; God tucked away a clue over here in the Book of Leviticus. But 
as these folks would worship with the feast of these trumpets, the silver trumpets speak 
to me of the Second Coming of our Lord. 
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VI. The Day of Atonement: Solidarity, One with Christ
I wish I had more time for that, but let’s go on to the sixth feast. We’re in Leviticus 
chapter 23 and looking at verse 26. The sixth feast is the Day of Atonement. And notice, 
in verse 26: “And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Also on the tenth day of this 
seventh month there shall be a day of atonement: it shall be an holy convocation unto 
you; and ye shall afflict your souls, and offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD. 
And ye shall do no work in that same day: for it is a day of atonement, to make an 
atonement for you before the LORD your God.” (Leviticus 23:26–28) 

Now you will remember that on the Day of Atonement they took two goats. And the 
high priest would lay his hands on the head of one goat and confess the sins of the 
people on the head of that goat. This was called the scapegoat. And he was led away 
into the wilderness and released, never to come back again. Gone, gone, gone, gone! 
Yes, my sins are gone! And then the other goat was taken, and he was the 
substitutionary goat, and he was slain and killed, and his blood was offered to the Lord, 
sprinkled on the Mercy Seat. What a wonderful picture of the Lord Jesus Christ, whose 
precious blood has carried away my sins into the land of God’s forgetfulness, never to 
be brought up again. This day was called the Day of Atonement! 

Now, let me say that the word atonement means “to cover.” It means “to cover.” Our 
sins were not put away in the Old Testament. In the truest sense, sins were not forgiven 
in the Old Testament—not in the truest sense, not in the fullest sense. Men were not 
completely justified in the Old Testament. Their sins were simply covered—covered. If 
these animals could have really made atonement, Jesus never would have come. But 
the word means “to cover.” That is, here was a covering until such a time as Jesus 
Christ, the Lamb of God, could come and die. Now the word atonement really means “to 
cover” in such a way that God and man can come together. As some have called the 
word atonement “at-one-ment”: being at one. 

Now, why does this come after the feast that typifies the Rapture? Because, you 
see, even though we are under the blood of Jesus Christ, now because the Passover 
lamb has been slain for us, and the blood has been applied to the doorposts of our 
hearts, we’re still not what we ought to be. We’re still not really, truly, at one with our 
Lord. We have never really completely been made like Him and one with Him. That will 
not happen until the Rapture, and then that great atonement, that great oneness, will 
come, when we will be like the Lord Jesus Christ, and we will be with the Lord Jesus 
Christ. You see, right now we are His betrothed. We are the Bride of Christ, but the 
marriage hasn’t been consummated. In glory it will be consummated: no longer twain, 
but one flesh. Just as a husband and wife become one in the consummation of the 
marriage, we, in a much loftier and higher and more spiritual sense, become the Bride 
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of Christ, at one with our Lord. Not just simply engaged, not just simply betrothed, but 
they two become one. There is an “at-one-ment”: an atonement. 

VII. The Feast of Tabernacles: Christ Our Sufficiency
So, first of all, there is salvation. Then, there’s separation. Then, there’s sanctification. 
Then, there is spirituality. Then, there is the Second Coming. And then, there is 
solidarity. We become one with our Lord. We are one with Him throughout all eternity. 
And this is the Feast of Atonement. I wish I had more time to speak on that, but I don’t. 
So let’s just move right on and speak, lastly, of the seventh feast, which is the Feast of 
Tabernacles. 

Look in chapter 23 and verse 33: “And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Speak 
unto the children of Israel, saying, The fifteenth day of this seventh month shall be the 
feast of tabernacles for seven days unto the LORD.” (Leviticus 23:33) And then, skip on 
to verse 40, for brevity’s sake. “And ye shall take on the first day the boughs of goodly 
trees, branches of palm trees,”—palm trees speak of victory—“and the boughs of thick 
trees,”—which speak of covering and protection—“and willows of the brook;”—which 
speak of abundance and profundity—“and ye shall rejoice before the LORD your God 
seven days. And ye shall keep it a feast unto the LORD.” (Leviticus 23:40–41) 

Kids, what they did—they really went camping. Everybody would come to 
Jerusalem, and they’d go out in the forest—and there were plenty of forests in this 
day—and they would cut branches, and palm branches, and myrtle branches, and all of 
these branches, and they’d make them a little hut, a little lean-to, a little arbor. And they 
called it a booth or a tabernacle. And they cooked in it, and they slept in it. They had a 
ball. They had a wonderful time. The kids could hardly wait for the Feast of the 
Tabernacles, because all of the children would come. You talk about camping out and 
having a wonderful time! Of all of the feasts, this was the longest feast. It was the most 
inclusive feast. It was the most joyous feast. It was just a good time. It was the climax of 
all. It was the last of the seven feasts of the Lord. 

And what does it speak of? Well, to me, it speaks of heaven itself. It speaks of 
heaven itself. The Feast of the Tabernacles really speaks of Christ, our sufficiency—our 
sufficiency. When we get to heaven, every need, every hunger will be met. You see, 
really, the reason that they had the Feast of the Booths, or the Feast of the 
Tabernacles, God was reminding them He had taken care of them when they lived in 
tents. Remember, when they wandered in the wilderness for forty years, He said, “I fed 
you and I clothed you and I took care of you”? Now, you know, He’s saying, “Look, if I 
could take care of you out there, I can take care of you now.” 

I told Joyce—you know, we were married through seven years of school. We got 
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married after our first year in college. And for seven years—three more years of college, 
four years of seminary—we were married. And I just believe that it was a woman’s place 
to stay home, and so I’d work, and didn’t even let her work, but I wanted to work and 
pay our way through school. My dad wasn’t able to send me to school, and so I worked, 
and so forth, and was able to work my way through school. God did it. I give Him the 
praise. But for seven years—seven years. I told you before, we lived from hand to 
mouth—and it was God’s hand to our mouth. That’s the way we lived. But I believe that 
God did it. But I told Joyce, “Honey, I don’t know whether we can ever graduate and I 
can take care of you, but I believe we can keep on going to school the rest of our lives 
and I can take care of you.” 

Now what God was saying to these Israelites was, “Look, people, if I took care of 
you out there in those booths, out there in those little tabernacles when you were living 
in the brush arbors; if I took care of you then, I can take care of you now.” See, that’s 
the idea. That’s what the Feast of the Tabernacles was all about. It’s so sweet! It’s so 
wonderful! 

Look in Hebrews 11. This is the next to the last scripture we’ll look at, so turn to it. 
Hebrews 11, beginning in verse 13: “These all died in faith, not having received the 
promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced 
them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.” That is, they 
were just living in tabernacles. “For they that say such things declare plainly that they 
seek a country. And truly, if they had been mindful of that country from whence they 
came out, they might have had opportunity to have returned. But now they desire a 
better country, that is, an heavenly.” (Hebrews 11:13–16) You see, they wandered 
about. But, look—look. There’s a better country. Abraham “looked for a city which hath 
foundations, whose builder and maker is God.” (Hebrews 11:10) 

Here’s the last scripture. Look now in Revelation chapter 21 and verse 3. 
Remember, this was the Feast of Tabernacles. And the Bible says, in Revelation 21, 
verse 3, “And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God 
is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself 
shall be with them, and be their God.” (Revelation 21:3) God is saying, “I am the God 
that took care of you when you were in the wilderness. And now I’m going to tabernacle 
with you.” That’s what the Feast of Tabernacles means: that the God who has provided 
will provide. 

It’s kind of like our Lord’s Supper. Our Lord’s Supper looks both ways. It looks back 
to Calvary. But that’s not the only place it looks to. It looks forward to the Second 
Coming of Jesus. And the Feast of the Tabernacles looked back to the wilderness, but it 
looked forward. God was saying, “As I have provided, I will provide; as I have been 
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faithful, I will be faithful.” And there’s coming a day when God Himself is going to 
tabernacle with us. And, oh, what a feast that will be: the longest feast, the most joyous 
feast, the most all-inclusive feast! 

Conclusion 
Now, listen. Jesus said that the kingdom of heaven is like a man that made a great 
feast, and he went out and invited those that were bidden to come to the feast. And one 
man said, “I pray thee, have me excused.” That was the worst prayer that was ever 
offered, because it is always answered: “I pray thee, have me excused.” Now, tonight, 
I’m God’s messenger boy, and I’m coming with an invitation to the King’s banquet. 
Seven feasts. Seven is the number of perfection. These seven feasts speak of all that 
God has done for you, and I’m inviting you to come to the feast. 
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